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House of Representatives, 

Austin, December 18th, 1547. 
Pursnant to the proclamation of his Excellency the Govern- 
or of the State of Texas, the second Legislature of the State 
ot Texas, convened at the Cepital in the city of Austin, on 
Monday the 13:h day ef December, A. D. 1847, and was or- 
ganized by the Hon. David G. Burnett, Secretary of State, 
assisted by Mr. Ben. F. ‘Hill former Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives. 

The roll of counties being called alphabetically, the follow- 
ing members came forward, presented their credentials, took 
the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the State and their 
seats. 


Austin County, Honorables W. E. Crump and Chas. Rai- 
ley. 

Brazoria county, Honerables E. M. Pease and Guy M. 
Bryan. 

Bastrop county, Honorabie Thomas J. Hardiman. 

Bowie county, Honorables H. R. Runnels and S. . Meose- 
ley. 

Colorado county, Honrables W. B. Perry and Jno. F. Mil- 
ler. 

Fannin county, Honorables S. Bogart and T. J. Shannon. 

Fort Bend county, Honorable W. S. Rayner. 

Fayette county, Honorables W. H. Crutcher and W. G. 
Webb. 
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Galvesten county, Honorables M. M. Potter and H. Stu- 
art. 

Goliad county, Honorable J- W. Stoddard. 

Gonzales county, Honorables J. D. Anderson and J. L. Al- 
len. 

Houston county, Honorables W. T. Saddler and S, A. Mil- 
ler. 

Harris county, Honorables J. W. Henderson and M. T. 
Regers- 

Harrison county, Honorables R.N. Goode, E~ M. Wilder and 
J. F. Taylor. 

Jasper county, Honorable Z. Wms. Eddy. 

Jefferson county, Honorable James Armstrong. 

Jackson county, Honorable B. J. White. 

Liberty county, Honorable Jack Davis and Wm. Fields. 

Montgomery county, Honorables A. MeNiell, C. J. Keenan, 
T. Caruthers and J. B. McCown. 

Nacogdoches county, Honorables E. Lott, A. Sterne and J. 
H. Reagan. 

Rusk county, Honorables J. H. Lyons and Jesse Walling. 

Robertson county, Honorables J. M. Davis and C. M. Wink- 
ler. 

Red River county, Honorables B. H. Epperson, W. B. Stout, 
and J. Gilliam. 

San Augustine county, Honorables W. ©. Edwards and O. 
M. Wheeler. 

Shelby county, Honorables James Truitt and Emory Rains. 

Sabine county, Honorables J. M. Burroughs and P. Ren- 
fro. 

San Patricio county, Honorable M. B. Lamar. 

Victoria county, Honorable A. J. Cunningham. 

Washington county, Honorables Jas. Willie, V. R. Iron and 
J. B. Robertson. 

Brazos county, Honorable E. M. Millican. 

Lamar county, Honorables W. H. Bourland and Johnson 
Wren. 

Milam county, Hon. James Shaw. 

Travis county, Hon. S. G. Haynie. 

A quorum present, 

The election for Speaker being next in order, Mr. Burroughs 
nominated Mr. M. B. Lamar. 
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Mr. Mosely neminated J. W. Henderson. 

There being no other nominations the House preceeded to 
ballot. 

TheSecretary of State appointed Messrs. Moseley, Bur- 
ronghs and Anderson, Tellers. 

Mr. Lamar having received 24 votes and Mr. Henderson 34 
votes, 

Mr. Henderson was declared duly elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, ; 

A committee was appointed to conduct the Speaker elect to 
the chair. 

The Secretary of State appointed Messrs. Rayner, Pease and 
Miller of Houston said committee. 


The Speaker was conducted to the Chair and addressed the 
House as follows. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


Having been selected to preside over the deliberations of 
this body, by the voice of a majority of its members, | feel, and 
sensibly feel, that you have imposed upon me a high and re- 
sponsible trust. One,in the discharge of which, the most ex- 
perienced will often fail to give entire satisfaction. I there- 
fore approach the station to which your partiality has called 
me,doubting my ability to bring to it that effictency which may 
be expected. Intricate and difficult questions may, and doubt- 
less will. arise, upon which it will be my duty to decide,and up- 
on whieh I may fall inte unintentional error; but from which, 
I shall always expect fo find a ready correction in the intelli- 
gence of this Heuse—upon which I must be permitted to draw 
in-all such events. 

Gentlemen! When J look around me, on my right and left, 
l behold, the faces of but few, with whom it has been my plea- 
sure and pride to have aeted heretofore, in a legislative capac- 
ity; and to have received this mark of your confidence, under 
any circumstances, could but be gratifying to me; but it be- 
comes doubly so, when I reflect that you have thought proper 
to confer it upon one whose experience has been but limit- 
ed. 

Gentlemen! For the honor you have conferred, I return 
you my heart-felt thanks; andcan only assure you in return, 
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that I shall endeavor to discharge the duties of my station, in 
accordance with the rules that you may adopt for your Gov- 
ernment. 

We have important duties tedischarge; andithey can only 
be aecomplished with satisfaction to ourselves, and with in- 
terest to the people we represent, by unity of action and good 
understanding between the members of this House. To ac- 
complish which, yor will always have my hearty eo-opera- 
tion. 

In conclusion, permit me to indulgethe hepe, that a kindProvi- 
dence will shield and protect the interest of our State from all 
harm; and so direct our deliberations that they will,be condu- 
cive to the advancement,happiness and honor of the people, to 
whom we all owe a strict accountability. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, 
‘Fhe House adjourned untit2 o’elock, p m.. 


2 o'clock, p. m.. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Roll ealled—and the following members'answered to- their 
names. 


Messrs. Crump, Railey, Pease, Bryan, Hardiman, Runnels, 
Moseley, Perry, Miller, Bogart, Shannon, Rayner, Crutcher,. 
Webb, Potter, Stuart, Stoddard, Anderson, Allen, Sadler, Mil- 
ler of Houston, Henderson, Rogers, Goode, Wilder, Taylor, Ed- 
dy, Armstrong, White, Davis of Liberty, Fields, McNeill, 
Keenan, Caruthers, McCown, Lott, Sterne, Reagan, Lyons, 
Walling, Davis of Robertson, Winkler, Epperson, Stout, Gil- 
liam, Edwards, Wheeler, Truitt, Rains, Burroughs, Renfro; 
Lamar, Cunningham, Willie, Irien, Robertson, Milican, Bour-- 
land, Wren, Shaw and Haynie. Z 


A quorum present. 


Mr. Armstrong came forward, presented his credentials, 
took the oath and his seat. 
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On motion of Mr. Sadler, 

The House procceded to the election of a Chief Clerk. 

Mr. Rayner nominated Mr. Ben. F..Hilk i 

Mr. Sadler i “ Jas. S. Noble. 

On motion of Mr. Miller of Houston, 

Tellers were appointed. 

Fhe Speaker appointed Messrs. Miller of H., Truit andRob- 
ertson. 

Mr. Hill received 33 votes. 

Mr. Noble received 24 votes. 

Mr. Hill having received a majority ofallthe votes was de- 
clared duly elected Chief Clerk-of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Anderson moved that the House go into the election of 
an Eingrossing Clerk. ‘ 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

The House proceeded to the election of am Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. Truitt nominated Mr. Charles L. Mann. 

“ Bourland “ . “© J. E. McClellan. 

“ Robertson “ “ E. Sterling C. Robertson. 
“ Mann received 19 votes. 

“ McClellan“ 12 “ 

“ Robertson “ 26 =“ 

Neither candidate having received a majority of all the 
votes, the House proceeded to a second balloting. 

Mr. Bourland withdrew the nomination of Mr. McClellan. 

On the second ballot, Mr. Robertson received 31 votes. 

Mr. Mann received 26 votes. 

Mr. Robertson having received a majority of all the votes 
was declared duly elected Assistant Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, i À 
Site House then proceeded to the election of an HEngrossing 
Clerk. ~- 4 

Mr. McNeill nominated Mr. Pitts. 

“ Stuart | é + Minor. 
“ Taylor x “ Wooldridge. 
« Pitts received 45 votes. 
“ Minor received 8 votes. 
_* Wooldridge received 4 votes. 
Mr, Pitts having received a majority of all the votes, was 
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. declared duly elected Engrossing Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr.*Bogart moved to proceed to the sieetioa of a Door 
Keeper. 

Lost. r 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, 

The House proceeded to the election of an Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr. Crump nominated Mr. Hotchkiss, 

. Mr. Sterne nominated Mr. A. G. Kimbell. 

Mr. Kimbell received 37 votes. 

Mr. Hotchkiss received 28 votes. 

Mr. Kimbell having received a majority ofall the votes was 
declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

The House then proceeded to the clection of a Door Keeper. 

Mr. Pease nominated Mr. Cockburn. 


“ Lott ‘s “ Searcy. 

“ Willie t; “ Reese. _ 

“ Wren ti “ Stroud. 

“ Anderson “ “ Harrell. 

“ Irion u « Sol Johnson. 
Mr. Cockburn received 17 votes. 
_“ Searcy A ae 

ék Re ese- 6 5 éi 

“ Stroud e 7 & 

“ Harrell ae l4 « 

& Johnson í Di a 


No candidate having receiv eda majority of all the votes, 
the House proceeded to a second balloting. 
Mr. Cockburn received 21 votes. 


Searcy si 15 « 
“ Stroud 4 6 « 
“ Harrell “ l4 «“ 
“ Johnson i 3 ss 


“ John Thomas Church received 2 votes. 
Neither candidate ‘having received a majority of all the 
votes, the House proceeded a third balloting. 
Mr. Coburn received 25 votes. 
Searcy w Jep w 
“ Stroud 6 Ko 
“ Harrell “o J6, 6 
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Neither-candidate having received a majority of all the 
wotes, the House proceeded to a fourth ballotting: 
_ Mr. Irion withdrew the nomination of Sol Johnson—where- 


upon, 
Mr. Cockburn received 29 votes. 
4 Searcy 66 16 v4 
* Harrell ue 16 “< 


Neither ofthe candidates having received a majority of 
all the votes, the House proceeded to a fifth ballotting— 


Whereupon, 

Mr. Cockburn received 31 votes. 

“s Searcy so y # Ps 
“ Harrell 123 =# i 


Mr. Cockburn having received a maniy ofall the votes, 
was declared duly elected Door Keeper of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, 

The House proceeded to the election of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. Keenan nominated Mr. Pearce 

“ Davis of Robertson nominated Mr. Harris. 
“ Allen nominated Mr. Colley. 


“ Trion s “Hardiman. 
s Reagan “ “ Farr. 
“ Edwards “ -“ Renfro. 
Whereupon, 3 
Mr. Pearce received 12 votes. 
* Harris “ å g ot 


s Colley 66 5 s 

“ Hardiman “ 24 “ 

34 Farr sé 1 i 

“ Renfro 12. <4 

Neither candidate having received-a majority of ali the 
votes, the House proceeded to a second ballotting—whereup- 
en, 

Mr. Pearce received 6 votes. 


“ Harris ote a 
é Colley 4i 2 6 
“ Hardiman “ 31 =“ 
* Renfro = J4 te 


Mr. Hardiman having received a majority of ali the votes, 
was declared duly elected PREGANT aaa of the House of 
Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Vi 
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The officers came forward and tookjthe-oath of office: 
By leave, Mr. Eddy introduced’ the following resolution:. 


Resolved that the standing rules of the last session of the 
Legislature be adopted for the government of this House. 

Mr, Bourland moved to amend the resolution by adding the 
words,“until the House shall see fit to adopt ethers. 

Carried. i 

Lyons moved to- refer the resolution toa committee: 

ost. 

The question wasthen taken and carried on the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended! 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow 9 o’clecl:. 


House of Representatives,. 
City of Austin, Dec. 14, 1847.. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Bogart, Bryan, Burroughs, 
Caruthers, Crutchers, Cunningham, Davis of Liberty, Eddy, 
Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gillaim, Goode, Hardiman, Hay- 
nie, Irion, Keenan, Lyons, McCown, Miller of Houston, Miller 
of Colorado, Milican, Mosely, Potter, Rayner, Rains, Reagan, 
Renfro, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Stuart, Sterne, Stout, Stod- 
dard, Taylor, Truitt, Walling. Webb, Wheeler, Winkler, 
Wren and Wilder. 


Å quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Sadler, the House adjourned- until 2 
o’cleck, p. m. 


2 o’clock, p. m.. 
The House met—roll called. 


And the following, members answered to theirnames : 

Messrs. Speaker, Anderson, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Bur-- 
roughs, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of 
Liberty, Davis of Robertson, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam,- 
Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, 
McNeill, McCown, Miller ef Houston; Miller of Colorado, Mili- 
can, Mosely, Fease, Potter, Rayner, Rains, Railey, Reagan, 
Renfro, Robertson, Rogers; Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Stuart, Sterne, Stout, Steddard, Taylor, Truitt- Walling, 
Webb, Wheeler, Winkler, Wren, Wilder and White. ° 


+‘ 


A quorum: present. 


* 


_ Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved the chair appoint the follow— 
ing Standing Committees :— 


Committee on the J udiciary; ` 


G « State Affairs; 

s “ Land Office Department y / 
“ « ' Privileges and Elections ; 

s6 s Claims . and Accounts ; 

“ « Finance; 

ss « Printing ; 

t “Education ; 

s “ Internal Improvements ; 

s « Enrolled Bills; 7 
s “ Public Buildings. 


Mr. Raynermoveďto amend the motion by adding the Com- 
mittee on Engrossed Bills 
Carried. 
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Mr. Keenan moved to amend the motion of Mr. Miller, of 
H., by adding “the Committees on County Boundaries and 
Contingent Expenses.” 

Carried. 

Mr. McNeill moved to amend the motion of Mr. Miller, of 
H., by adding the “ Committee on Public Lands.” 

Carried. : 

The question on the motion of Mr. Miller, of I1., as amend- 
ed, was then taken and carried. 

Mr. Allen moved a committee be appointed to wait on the 
Hon. Senate, and inform that body, that the House of Repre- 
sentatives was organized, and ready to proceed to business. 

Carried. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Allen, Robertsen and Winkler 
said committee. s 

Mr. Truitt moved the House adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing, 9 o’clock. 

Lost. ; 

a Gilliam moved the Heuse take a recess for one hour. 

Host. 


Mr. Reagan moved a standing committee be appointed, te 
-enquire into the extent of Colony Contracts, 


By leave, Mr. Reagan withdrew the motion. 
On motien of Mr. McNeill, the House adjeurned until to- 
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morrow merning,9 o’elock. 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Dec. 15th, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs Speaker, Anderson, Armstreng, Bogart, Bourland, 
Caruthers, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of J... Davis of R., Ed- 
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dy, Edwards, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lyons, McNeill, Miller of H., Milican, Moseley, Pease, Potter, 
Rayner, Rains, 'Railey, Reagan, Renfro, Robertson, Rogers, 
‘Runnels, Sadler} Shaw, Stuart, Stoddard, Taylor, Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Webb, Wheeler, Willie, Wren, Wilder and White. 


A. quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


The Chair announced the following Standing Committees 
of the House of Representatives .:— 


Committee on the Judiciary— 

Messrs. Pease, Willie, Potter, Armstrong, Moseley, Epper- 
son, Winkler, Davis of L., Gilliam and Miller of H. 

Committee on Finance— 

Messrs. Stuart, Keenan, Faylor, Wheeler, Sadler: Bourland, 
McNeill, Shaw and Fields. 

Committee on State Affairs—- 

Messrs. Lamar, MeCown, Bogart, Miller of H., Eddy, Wild- 
er, Lyons, Lott and Allen.. 

Committee on Internal Improvements— 
= Messrs. Robertson, Miller of O., Davis of R., » Shannon , Wren, 

Railey, Renfro and Rains. 

Committee on Education— 

Messrs. Keenan, Bryan, Crutcher, Runnels, Burroughs, Stu- 
art, Haynie, Webb and Edwards. 

Committee on Military Affairs— ° 

Messrs. Crump, White, Walling, Truitt, Hardiman, Perry, 
_ Lamar, Rogers and Stout. 
' Committee on County Boundaries— 
Messrs. Irion, Caruthers, Stoddard, Milican, Perry, Reagan 

and Taylor. 

' Committee on Public Lands— 

Messrs. Anderson, Reagan, Burroughs, Willie, Davis of L., 
Hardiman, Bourland, Shannon, Millican and Davis of R. 

Committee on the Land Office— 

Meesrs. McNeill, elds, Armstrong, Bogart, Lott, Lyons, 
Goode, Truitt and Irion. 

Committee on Privileges and Elections— 
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Messrs. Cunningham, Goode, * ‘Rayner, Perry, Crump, Stod- 
dard, Rogers, Bourland and Davis of Le - 

Commtttee on Public Buildings— 

Messrs. Sadler, Sterne, Stont, Potter. Webb, Wheeler, Wink- 
ler, Shaw and Shannon. 

Committee on Printing— 

Messrs. Fields, Eddy, Haynie, Allen, Epperson, Moseley 
and Stuart. 

Committee en Claimsand Accounts— 

Messrs. ‘Rayner, Rains, Railey, Renfro, Gilliam, Caruthers, 
Wilder and Wren. 

Committee on Contingent Expenses— 

Messrs. Allen, Miller of C., McCown, Miller of H., Robert- 
son, Edwards, Davis of R., Walling and White. 

Committee on Engrossed Bills— 

Messrs. Bryan, Crutcher, Cunningham and Andersen. 

Committee on Enrolled Bills— 

Messrs. Burroughs, Irion, Runnels, Webb and Haynie. 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee appointed to inform 
the Hon. Senate that the House of Representatives was or- 
ganized, and ready to proceed to business, reported duty per- 
formed. 

Mr. Anderson moved that a Standing eommittee on the Pen- 
itentiary be appointed. 

Carried. 

Mr. Lyons moved that a committee on Roads and Publie 
Highways be appeinted. 

Carried. 

BIr. Webb moved that a committee be appointed to act in 
conjunction with a like committee on the.part of the Senate, 
to wait on. His Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that 
the two Houses of the Legislature are now organized, and 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 
.make. 

Carried. o 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Webb, Willie and Taylor said 
Lommittee, 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, Mr. Shannon was added to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

A committee from the hon. Senate appeared and informed 
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the House that the ‘Senate was organized, and reađy to pro- 
ceed to business. 
Mr. Miller, of H., introduced the following. resolution: 


- Resolved, Thatthe hon.:Senate be invited*by a committee 
of three, te be appointed by the Speaker,:to meet the House in 
the Representative Hall, at 3 o'clock to-day, to go into the 
election of Senator for this State to the United States Congress. 

Read and adopted. 


The chair appointed Messrs. Miller of H., Lyons and Crutch- 
er,a committee to invite the:hon. the Senate to meet the House 
of Representatives at 3 o’clock, for the purpose of electing a 
Senator to the Senate of the United States. 

Mr. Miller of H., chairman of the committee to wait on the 
Senate, reported duty performed. 

_ A message was receiyed from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had organized, and was ready for busi- 
ness, having elected 

Mr. N. C. Raymond, Secretary, 

“ J. E. Johnson, Assistant do., 
« Wallace, Engrossing Clerk, _ 
“ Jones, Enrolling do., 
« ‘Ward, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
“ MeNally, Door-keeper, 

-And that they had appointed Messrs. Wallace, Dancy and 
Grimes, a committee to wait on the Governor, with alike 
committee on the part of the House, and inform him that the 
two houses of the Legislature were organized, and ready te 
proceed to business. 

A committee from the Senate, appeared -and informed the 
House that the Senate would meet the House at three o’clock, 
‘for the purpose of electing a Senator. 

Mr, Cunningham presented the petition of S. Hatch, which 
was read, and referred to the committee en Claims.and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of John R. Burke and one 
hundred and thirteen others, citizens of Newton.county, which 
was read, and referred to committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Reagan presented a petition from the citizens of Hen- 
derson county, which was read, and referred to the committee _ 
on County Boundaries. 
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Mr. Webb, chairman ofthe committee appointed to wait on 
his Excellency, the Governor, reported duty performed. 

Mr. Hardiman presented the petitionof Wm. J. S. Carterand 
wife, which was read, and referred to the Judiciary commit- 
tee. 


Mr. Davis, of L., presented a petition from the citizens of Ty- 
ler county, which was fread, and. referred to the committee on 


the Judiciary. 

Mr. Winkler presented a petition from the citizens of Na- 
varro county, which was read, and referred to the committee 
on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Bogart presented a petition from the citizens of the 
county of Collin, which was read, and referred to the commit- 
tee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Haynie introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the postage of newspapers, sent by mem- 
bers of this House, be pre-paid out of the contingent appropri- 
ation of this House. 

Read and adopted. 


Mr. Haynie introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That a committee consisting of one member from 
each Judicial district be appointed by -the chair, for the pur- 
pose of drawing up suitable instructions to our members in the 
United States Congress, relative to post routes in this State, 
and that the committee be instructed to report the result of 
their deliberations as soon as practicable. 


Mr. Gilliam moved to amend the resolution by inserting the 
words—* Resolved, that the Senate be requested to concur in 
the foregoing resolution.” 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 
all after the word “requested” and inserting “to appoint a like 
committee.” 

Carried. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion as amended, and carried. 

Mr. Neal, from the county of Refugio, came forward and 
presented his certificate of election. The certificate of election 
not appearing to the Speaker to be in Jegal form, the chair 
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appealed to the House whether the member elect should be 
sworn in and take his seat, which question was decided in the 
affirmative. ¥ : 
Mr. Neal then came forward, took the oath and his seat. 
Mr. Hardiman presented the petition of Mr. Power, with ac- 
-companying documents, contesting the seat of Mr. Neal which 
were read, and 
On motion of Mr. Hardiman, were referred, together with the 
certificate of election of Mr. Neal, to the committee on Privi- 
leges andElections. 
Mr. Lott introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved by the House, That the Speaker appoint a commit- 
tee of five for the purpose of reporting such rules as they may 
deem necessary for the governance of the House, and report 
thereon at as‘early a day as practicable. 


Read and adopted. 


Mr. Webb moved that a committee of five,on Federal Re- 
lations be appointed. 

Carried. : 

The chair appointed Messrs. Webb, Anderson, Reagan, Bo- 
gart and Renfro said committee. 

Mr. Miller, of H., introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Federal Relations be in- 
structed by.the Speaker to draft suitable resolutions requesting 
our Representatives and instructing our Senators to procure 
the passage of alaw to pay the volunteers of Texas, who turn- 
‘ed out under the call of Col. Curtis, in 1847. 


Read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Anderson, the House adjourned until 2 
o'clock, p. m, 
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2 o'clock, r. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


Roll called, and the following members answered to their 
names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Ed- 
dy, Ex wards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Hay- 
me, Irion, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, McNeill, Miller of H., Miller 
of C., Milican, Mosely, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Rains, Reagan, 
Renfro, Robertson, Rogers, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Stuart, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Webb, 
Wheeler, Winkler, Willie, Wrenand Wilder. 
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A quorum present. 


Mr. Keenan moved that all Editors and conductors of public _ 
journals be admitted to seats within the bar of the House. 
Carried. 


Mr. Gilliam introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
contract for copies of the Texas Democrat, for the use of 
the Fouse. 


Mr. Eddy moved to fill the blank with “six.” 

Mr. Miller of H. moved to fill the blank with “ten” for each 
member. i 

Mr. Willie moved to fill the blank with “one thousand.” 

Lost. 

The question on filling the blank with the words “ten for 
each member,” was taken and carried. 

The question on the adoption of the resolution as amended, 
was then taken and carried. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House took a recess for 15 
minuies, i 


i 


19 , : 
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House met—quorum present. 1 

A message from His Excellency the Governor was received. 

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor and members of 
the Senate were announced at the bar of the House. 

The Speaker invited the Lieutenant Governor to a seat on 
the right, and the Hon. Senators to seats prepared for them. 

On motion of Mr. Truitt, the following biennial message of 
His Excellency the Governor was taken up and read. 


Executive Office, Austin, Texas. ) ` 
Wednesday, December 15, 18-47. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 


House of Representatives : 


In again greeting the Representatives of the people of Tex- 
as, I congratulate yeu upen the prosperous and happy condi- 
tion of our country. 

At no period since the people of Texas declared their Inde- 
pendence and established a government of their own choice, 
has their Legislature met under’circumstances better calculated 
to call forth their unbounded gratitude and praise to the great 
Creator and Ruler of the universe. Let us invoke a continu- 
ance of the favors of Heaven, and so conduct ourselves as a 
people that we may deserve its bounties. 

As my official connection with you is about to terminate, in 
making this communication, imposed upon me by the Consti- 
tution, [ will confine it chiefly to such measures as have been 
acted upon since the adjournment of our last Legislature ; leav- 
ing it to my successor to direct your attention to such other 
subjects for your consideration as he may think requires legis- 
lative action. 

About the close of the last session of our Legislature, it was 
announced that the Mexican army had commenced hostilities 
against the United States by attacking her troops on the Rio 
Grande within the limits of the State of Texas. At the same. 
time a requisition was made upon the Executive of Texas for 
two thousand men to aidin the defence of our country. That 
call upon the chivalry aad patriotism of our citizens was nobly 
responded to by them. The termination of the campaign against 
Monterey which redounded so much to the glory of this nation, 
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and the part taken in it by our citizen soldiers is well known 
to you all. Universal and almost unparalleled succes« has | 
crowned the American arms, since the commencement of the 
Mexican war, and proclaims the justness of our “cause. 

The battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterrey, 
‘Buena Vista, Vera Cruz, Cerro Gorda and the city of Mexico, 
have entwined new laurels around the American name, and 
confirms the well placed confidence of our governmen? and 
people in the bravery and patriotism of our regular and ci'izen 
soldiers. It is interesting to the Christian and the benevolent 
tosee the humanity with which this war has been conducted on 
the part of the American government; a war, toe, which has 
been forced upon us by that vain glorious nation, by the many 
injuries which she has heaped upon citizens of the United ` 
States, and the insults which she las so repeatedly offered to 
our officers and Government, and finally by attacking and ma- 
king war upon our army within our own territory. But why 
should I recur to facts which are so familiar to you all? It is 
not necessary to make an argument to justify this war before 
the people of Texas. We have all seen and felt the injustice 
of Mexico, and fuily justify every act of our Government to- 
wards that people. If we could consentto take any exception 
to the course pursued, it would be against the forbearance 
shewn by our Government, and its long submission to the re-_ 
peated insults offered to our ministers sent to treat with Mexi- 
co for an amicable adjustment of all disputes between the two 
nations, a course which was dictated doubtless by feelings of 
humanity towards a vain‘and weak people. Itis the privilege, 
and it is the duty of every citizen to oppose the commence- 
ment or declaration of a war which he believes to be unjust or 
unnecessary, for war is at all times an evil which should be 
avoided so long as forbearance is not the greater evil, but it is 
the duty of every citizen, whatever may be his opinion in re- 
gard to the necessity or justness of the war, to give to his gov- 
ernment his support, whenever she voluntarily or by compul- 
sion engages in such a contest; and I sincerely hope and be- 
lieve that there is no citizen of Texas so lost to his own inte- 
rest and duty, or whose mind is so deeply imbued with treason 
as to be opposed to the vigorous prosecution of this war, or to 
refuse to aid in the prosecution of any other, which his Govern- 
ment may think proper to enter into, whether it is waged in 
defence of his own individual rights, or in the protection of the 
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spinning jennies of abolitionists. It is sufficient for us now to 
know that eur government is engaged in war with Mexico. 
In the result ef this war, the people of Texas have and feel a 
deep interest, and it is our duty to give to our Government in 
this vontest our utmost energies. : 

In complying wtth the various requisitions made upon the 
Executive of the State for troops, since the commencement of 
- the war, much inconvenience has been experienced in providing 
for the men, and forwarding them to the place of rendezvous, 
no means having been placed at the command of the Executive 
by the Legislature to defray such expenses. Consequently the 
whole of that burthen has fallen on a few individuals, who have 
generously parted with their property for that purpose, but few 
of whom have been paid for the same. Such expenses should 
be shared equally by all. The General Government is liable to 
and will pay those charges, bat itis impossible for her to pay 
them in the first instance. And as it is believed that the con- 
dition of our State Treasury is now such, as to enable us to pay 
the expenses which have been thus incurred, I would respect- 
fully suggest, that an appropriation. be made for that purpose, 
and hold the same as.a claim-against the General Govern- 
ment. l 
The Mexican natien belag vain of its own strength and 
greatness, and ignorant of the capacity of the United States, 
will doubtless be disposed to continue the war for some time to 
come, and as ether calls may be made upon our State for troops, 
I most earnestly urge upon you the necessity of placing ample 
means at the command ef my successor, to enable him to for- 
ward to the place of rendezvous with promptness, such forces 
as may hereafter be called for from Texas to participate in the 
war, or to guard our frontier. Any advances made by the 
State fer these purposes, willbe refunded by the General Gov- 
ernment. s 

About the ‘clese of the last or . the beginning of the present 
year, I learned through the newspapers, that General Kearney, 
who was in chief command of the United States forces in San- 
ta Fe, had there established a ‘Territorial Government, within 
the limits of the State of Texas, and having learned through the 
same source, that some alarming demonstrations had been 
made in the Congress of the United States, soon after the com- 
mencement of the last session, which seemed to question the 
right of Texas to that Territory, and claim itas territory which 
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was conquered by, and belonged to the United States, exclusive 
of the rights and jurisdiction of Texas over the same, and hav- 
ing had no explanation of that act on the part of the Genetal 
Government, nor any assurance of its ultimate design, I regard- 
cd itas the duty of the Executive of the State to assert in due 
time, our unquestionable right to the soil and jurisdiction 
over that country. I accordingly addressed a communication 
upon the subject to the President, thrugh the Secretary of State 
of the United States, a copy of which, together with the answer 
thereto, is herewith laid before you for your information, by 
which it will be seen, that the President fully recognizes the 
claim of Texas to the Rio Grande, according to her limits, as 
declared by the act of the Congress of the Republic of Texas, 
passed in December, 1836. When Texas consented to enter 
‘the Union, it was fully understood, by both contracting par- 
ties, that the Rio Grande, from its mouth to its source, formed 
the rightful boundary between Texas and “Mexieo,and Tex- 
as confidently expected that no other boundary would be con- 
sented to in any treaty between the United States and Mexico. 
We have every reason still to be satisfied, that we have confi- 
ded those rights in part tothe keeping and management of the 
President and his constitutional advisers. 

Since the organization of eur State Government, our fron- 
tier settlements have greatly advanced, and are still rapidly ad- 
vancing under the liberal and efficient protection given to them 
by the orders of the President. Companies are now stationed 
at all points where they are called for to protect our people 
against the thefts and hostilities of the various Indian Tribes. 
The General Government has found some inconvenience and 
embarrassment in the management of their Indian affairs in 
Texas in consequence of not owning or having full control 
over our public and unappropriated land upon which the In- 
dians roam. This inconvenienee and enfbarrassment must 
daily increase until the obstacles are rernoved. This conside- 
tation, together with the various other reasons urged in my 
message to the Legislature at the beginning of its last session, 
makes it my duty to call your attention again to the subject of 
the sale of our public lands. The sale of our unappropriated 
domain to the General Government will enable the State to 
pay her debt, and place it in the power of that government to 
give to the frontier of our State the most complete protection. 

During the last year, a number of Indian Tribes, chiefly of 
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‘the Lipan Nation, came from Mexico, and located themselves 


on the Rio Grande and on the head waters of the Colorado riv- 
er, within the limits of the State of Texas, and seemed to be 
disposed to remain in that region. 

Several of the chiefs of those tribes visited the Executive of 
the State at Austin, in January last, when they were informed 
that the lands they occupied belonged to the State of Texas, 
and that they eould not he permitted to remain permanently 
within the limits of the State. Leave was however given them 
to remain, provided they would conduct themselves pro;erly, 
and make acrop of corn, during which time it was hoped that 
the General Government could dispose of them by removing 
them beyond the limits of the State. Soon after that interview 


was had with those Indians, I addressed to the Secretary of 


War of the United States a communication upon the subject 
of their removal, a copy of which, together with the reply there- 
to, is herewith laid before you. 

Near the close of the last session, the Legislature passed an 
act authorizing and requiring the Governor of the State to ap- 
point by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, one or 
more, not exceeding three persons, commissioners to select a 
proper place on which to erect a State Penitentiary, and 
making provisions for commencing the proper buildings, &c. 
That act having passed so short a time before the adjour nmenit, 
of the Legislature, and at a time when the Executive was much 
occupied with other public business, the provisions of the ‘Act 
requiring the Executive to nominate those commissioners ta 
the Senate was overlooked, consequently no steps could be 
taken during the recess of the Senate, towards carrying out the 
provisions of that law: indeed it is questionable whether suf- 
ficient time intervened between the passage of the law and the 
adjournment of the Legislature, to have enabled the Executive 
to make a judicious selection of commissioners under the law, 
if his attention had been especially directly to the subject. The 
delay thus caused is to be regretted, as such a prison is much 
needed in the State. 

The Legislature having- neglected at its last session to carry 
out the provisions of a law passed by that body requiring the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office.to be elected by joint 
ballot of the Legislature, that office became vacant on the 224 
day of December last. It is by no means clear, that the power 
io fill that vacancy is vested in the Executive of the State. As 
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the Executive of the Stat2, I would never exercise a doubtful 
power, except in a case of great necessity, and would not even 
in such cases, could its exercise prejudice the rights of indivi- 
duals, In the instance now considered, the whole business of 
every department of the Land Office was about to be suspend- 
ed; hundreds and perhaps thousands of our citizens were 
anxiously wishing to ob:ain patents for their lands; the whole 
records and papers of that office, which contain so many of the 
proofs of the valuable rights of the people, were a out to be left 
without a keeper. Moved by these considerations, I deter- 
mined to exercise a doubtful power, and appoint a Commis- 
sioner until an election could be had by the Legislature to fill 
the place. I appointed Col. Thomas Wm. Ward, a gentleman 
who has for several years filled that office with great ability 
and fidelity. The rights of no individual can be prejudiced by 
having the business of that office regularly transacted, whilst 
the State and thousands of our citizens have been accommo- 
dated. Several thousand patents have been issued by the 
Comunissioner since his last appointment, and inasmuch as 
his right to act under that appointment may be questioned, I 
respecifully suggest to the Legislature the propriety of pass- 
ing a iaw legalizing all of his acts done under said appoint- 
ment. 

The records and papers of the General Land Office are now 
in moat admirable order; but they are unsafe in the wooden 
build-ug in which they are now deposited. Records and pa- 
pers, <0 very valuable to our citizens, should be kept in the most 
secure manner. The building now occupied is uncomfortable, 
and ill constructed for transacting the business of the office. I 
therefore recommend that provision be made for erecting a 
houre most secure and convenient for that department of the 
government. 

Several suits have been commenced by individuals in the 
couri», the object of which, it is understood, is to procure ade- 
cision by the Supreme Court of the United States, establishing 
as legal and valid a large number of headright claims to land 
against the State of Texas, usually termed ‘fraudulent claims.” 
It is probable that some of these suits will be taken to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States before the next meeting of 
the Legislature of Texas; and in that event the State will have 
no counsel to represent her interest in that court. Our State 
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has vast interests involved in this question, and it is the duty of 
the agents of the people to protect them. 

Ig order to discharge that duty it will be necessary to make 
suitable provision by law to employ able counsel. Itis well 
known that thousands of these claims are in existence, and 
should they be established as binding upon the State, eur most 
valuable public domain will be swept away by these frauds. If 
they can be legally defeated, it is the duty of the representa- 
tives of the people to see that itis dene. Suits have been com- 
menced in our State courts, in various parts of the State, to es- 
tablish some of those claims, and it being all important to the 
State to have the proper issues fully and fairly made in the re- 
cords, and it neither being the duty nor convenient in all cases 
‘for the Attorney General of the State to attend to them, the 
Executive regarded it as his duty to employ able ceunsel to as- 
sist the District Attornies in these cases. He therefore retain- 
ed Volney E. Howard, Esq., a gentlemen well qualified for the 
task. And I now recommend that a suitable appropriation be 
made to enable the Executive of the State te have its interests 
ably defended in all such suits. 

As the law stands at present, the election for Governor, 
Lieut. Governor, and members of the Legislature, takes place 
biennially on the first Monday in November,—the Legislature 
convenes on tke second Monday of December next thereafter, 
and the votes fer Governor and Lieutenant Governor must be 
coun‘ed, and the names of the persons elected declared by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, during the first 
-week of the session. I think it will be found from experience, 
that the time allowed for making the returns of the electoral 
votes in such cases, is too short. It would, therefore, be well 
to change tke time of holding these elections, or change the 
time of convening the Legislature. 

The eleventh section of the fifth article of the Constitution of 
the State provides that in all cases, except in those of treason 
and impeachment, the. Executive shall have power, af- 
ter conviction, to grant reprieves and pardons; and, under 
such rules as the Legislature may prescribe, he shall have 
power to remit fines and forfeitures. The Legislature failed at 
its last session to prescribe the rules which are to govern the 
Executive in remitting fines and forfeitures. And as some 
cases have heretofore, and others may hereafter be pres-nted 
which require the exercise of the power intended to be given 
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to the Executive by the latter part of said section, this subject 
requires legislative action. 

I herewith lay before you the reports of the Secretary of 
State, Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the Adju- 
tant General, each of which contains suggestions of alterations 
in the laws which have relation to the different departinents 
from which they emanate. To each of these reports I cali your 
attention. : ; 

ĮI also transmit, with this communication, the annual reports 
of the Comptroller and Treasurer of the State, made ia the 
Executive according to the requisitions of the law, which show 
the financial condition ofthe State. Each of these reports con- 
tain important suggestions. It is especially important to no- 
tice the suggestions contained at length in the report of the 
Comptroller, to which I call the earnest attention of the Legis- 
lature. 

A practice of interchanging laws, decisions of the supreme 
courts, and other public documents, has grown up amongst the 
States of the Union whichis mutually beneficial. Under it an 
easy and cheap means of obtaining the laws and decisions of 
the courts of the sister States is established, which will enable 
our judges and other public officers to acquaint them-elves 
with the laws and decisions of the courts of the other States. 
Most of the States have regularly under this custom transmit- 
ted to the Executive of Texas for the use of the State, since its 
organization, their laws, the reports of their courts and other 
valuable public documents. The Executive has, in return, 
only been able to furnish to each of the States a copy of the acts 
of our last Legislature, no provision having heretofore been 
made by law for the purpose. I therefore solicit the attention 
of the Legislature to this subject. — 

Courtesy towards a sister State requires that I should lay 
before you for your consideration the accompanying Joint Re- 
solution passed by the Gencral Assembly of the State of Mis- 
souri upon the subject of the regular army of the United 
States. 

Before closing this comtnunication, I must call the attention 
of the Legislature to a subject which is deeply interesting to 
the people of Texas, and to all of the slave holding States of the 
Union. Is it not alittle strange that whilst some communities 
in the northern parts of the Union are constantly and violently 
denouncing the war with Mexico-as unnecessary, unjust, un- 
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holy and immoral,—assailing and denouncing the Executive of 
the Union for prosecuting the war, and invoking the bitterest 
misfortunes upon all who favor or engage in it: they are the 
first who have raised a dispute in regard to the disposition 
which shall be made of the territory which they anticipate will 
be conquered and retained by our Government, and that they 
should claim the right of appropriating such territory to their 
own exclusive use? It would seem to be more consistent 
with their expressed feeling of holy horror at this war, if they 
should declare that they will never pollute themselves by 
placing their feet upon soil thus acquired, nor pocket one dollar 
of its proceeds. Yét those people are making every effort to deny 
to the citizens of the South any share in the benefits and privi- 
leges which may result from the acquisition of territory by the 
war with Mexico. They do not say inso many words that we 
shall be excluded from sharing in the benefits resulting from 
such conquest, yet such would be the consequence which 
would result from their doctrines. Adopt their views, and no 
citizen of the South who is a slaveholder, would be permitted 
to emigrate to any part of such acquired territory, without part- 
ing with that portion of his property which we generally re- 
gard as most valuable. 

Asan evidence (comparatively slight) of what is being done 
and said in portions of the North upon this subject, I now lay 
before you copies of resolutions passed by the Legislature of 
the States of Rhode Island and Vermont and recently forward- 
ed to the Executive of ‘Texas. Itis proper too that they should 
be accompanied by a copy of resolutions passed in March last by 
the Legislature of the State of Virginia which I likewise lay 
before you, and to which I ask your most favorable considera- 
tion, What right has Cangress to pass «law which is to be 
unchangeable, and perpetually to govern and control the do- 
mestic rights and regulate the internal policy of any state? 
What right has the people of one portion ofthe States to pass 
laws regulating and controlling the rights of the citizens of an- 
other State, where those who make such laws have no rights 
as citizens? The South does not ask the Congress of the U. 8. to 
interfere directly or indirectly, through legislation or otherwise, 
either to establish or abolish slavery in any territory. All that 
weask is that the Republican principle of self-Government shall . 
not be abridged or trampled upon, that the people of each ter- 
ritory and State shall be left to pass laws suitable to their own 
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taste and happiness, restrained se far as only they have express- 
ly parted with their political powers by the Constitution of the 
United States. According to that constitution the people of 
every territory belonging to the United States have the right to 
be admitted into the Union as a State, whenever they have a 
sufficient population, and present to Congress a Republican 
form of State Government. No other question can be legiti- 
mately made when the people of any territory claim admission 
into the Union asa State. I presume that the people of Texas 
are satified to submit the question of the acquisition of Terri- 
tory to the decision of the President and his constitutional ad- 
visers, but when it is acquired, they claim to be joint owners 
with the other States; they claim no exclusive privilege in such 
territory and should submit to no such claim. . 

‘The people of Texas cannot be justly accused of being want- 
ing in attachment to the Unier. They have shown their at- 
tachment and devetion te it by voluntarily entering it. 

The South has not sought nor did they wish this dispute.— 
It is the result of an unjust disposition on the part of some of 
the Northern States, to intermeddle with the rights and institu- 
tions of the South. Those Northern people are the aggressors, 
and itis our duty te join with the other States of the South, in 
resisting their efforts with manly firmness. When has any 
porti n of the South presumed to dictate a change in any po- 
licy of any Northern State, or meddle with their laws or insti- 
tutions? If our Legislators commit political errors, they are 
only responsible .o their constituents—if we sin by adopting 
any policy or law, we are responsiblé for the sin to God alone. 
The people of the North are neither our guardians, confessors, 
or our conscience keepers. 

In concluding upon this subject, I will repeat that the South 
has not sought or cemmenced this contest; but if the North 
will force it upon us, we will meetit with hearts prepared for 
its very worst dangers, confiding in the justness ef our cause, 
and our ability to maintain our rights. 

‘J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 

December 15th, 1847. 
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- The Speaker then announced that the two Houses kad met 
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for the purpose of eleeting a Senator to the Congress of the 
United States of America. 

Mr. Lott nominated Gen. Sam Houston for Senator to the 
-Congress of the United States. There being no-other nomina- 
tion the House proceeded to vote viva voce. 

For Mr. Houston—Messrs. Speaker, Allen; Anderson, Arm- 
strong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Burroughs, Caruthers, Crump, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam, Goode, Irion, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, McNeil, McCown, 
Miller of H., Miller of C., Milican, Moseley, Pease, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rayner, ~Rains, Railey, Reagan, Renfro, Robertson, Ro- 
gers, Runnels, Sadler,. Shannon, Shaw, Stuart, Sterne, Stout, 
Stoddard, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, eee Winkler, Willie, 
Wren, Wilder and White—54, 

For Mr. Webb, Mr. Crutcher. 

For Mr. Pilsbury, Mr. Cunningham. 

For Mr. J. P. Henderson, Mr. Hardiman. 

For Mr. Navarro, Messrs. Haynie and Neal. 

For Gen. Burleson, Mr. Lamar. 

For Mr. John C. Hays, Mr. Webb. 

Mr. Houston having receiven a majority of all the voies was 
declared duly elected Senator to the Congress of the United 
States for the next six years. 

‘The Senate returned to their chamber. 


Mr. Lott introduced a resolution authorizing his Excellency 
the Governor, to employ an express man to inform the Hon. 
Sam Houston of his election. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the rule was suspended.. 

Read second time. 

Mr. Lott moved a further suspension of the rule. 

Carried. 

Read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, the House adjourned to to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o'clock, 
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House of Representatives. 
City of Austin, Dec. 16, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjourument, 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Burroughs, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Curniigham, Davis 
of L., Davis of R., Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Hay- 
nie, Irion, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, McNeill, McCown, Miller of 
H., Milican, Moseley, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Rains, Reagan, 
Rentro, Robertson, Rogers, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Webb, Wink- 
ler, Wren, Wilder and White. 


A quorum present. 
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The Journal of the preceeding day was read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Webb, Mr. Dooley, of Bexar county, 
came forward, and took the oath and his seat. 

Mfr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that they had examined’a joint resolution authorizing 
His Excellency, the Governor, to employ an expressman, to 
inform the Hon. Sam Houston of his election, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne presented the petition of N. Wade, which he mov- 
ed be referred to a select committee, without reading. 

Lost. i 

Mr. Lott moved to refer the petition to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

Lost. - 

Mr. Lyons moved that the petition lie on the table until the 
fourth day of July next. 

Mr. Anderson moved that the petition lie on the table, and 
come up among the orders of the day. 


Carried. 


~ 
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Mr. Anderson presented a petition from the citizens of Gon- 
zales and adjoining counties. i 

Read, and referred to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. 

Mr. Runnels presented the petition of sundry citizens of the ` 
county of Cass, praying relief for Carter Cannon. 

Read, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Miller, of H., introduced the ‘ollowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Hon. the Speaker appoint a committee 
of three, to act with a like committee to be appointed by the 
Senate, whose duty it shall be to visit the several Departments, 
and count all the returns for Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, and ascertain what counties have, and what counties have 
not made returns, and report the result as soon as practicable. 

Read first time. 

A communication from the Hon. Secretary of State was re- 
ceived and read. 

Mr. Miller, of H., moved to take up the resolution requiring 
acommittee to be appointed to search for election returns in 
the various Departments. 

Lost. : 

Mr. Bourland introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, by the House of Rrepresentatives, That, with the 
concurrence of the Senate, the two houses of the Legislature 
will meet on to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock, for the purpose 
of counting the votes in the returns for Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor for the State of Texas. 

Read, and laid on the table one day for consideration. 


Mr, Willie introduced the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That copies of the message of his Excellen- 
cy, the Governor, be printed for the use of the House. 

Resolved, further, That so much of the message as relates 
to the sale of the Public Lands of Texas, be referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. So much thereof as refers to 
the jurisdiction of the State over the territory of Santa Fe, be 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. So much as re- 
lates to the payment of Claims for supplies furnished the troops 
of Texas, called out by order of the General’ Government, be 
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referred to the committee on Military Affairs. So much there- 
of as refers to the resolutions passed by the different States of 
the Union, relative to the disposition of territory acquired by 
the Government of the United States, be referred to the 
committee on Federal Relations. So much as relates to the. 
Land Office, together with the report of the commissioner of 
the General Land Office, be referred to the committee on the 
Land Office. So much thereof as relates to fraudulent land 
certificates, be referred to the committee on the Judiciary, So. 
much thereof as relates to the Penitentiary, be referred to the 
committee on the Penitentiary. That the report of the Comp- 
troller be referred to the committee on Finance. The report of 
the Adjutant General, be referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. Willie moved that the resolutions, together with the 
Governor's message, be referred to the committee on Printing. 

Mr. Bourland moved a division of the question. 

Carried. 

Mr. Willie withdrew his motion to refer. 

Mr. Robertson moved to fill the blank in the first resolution, 
with “1,000.” 

Carried. 

Question—on the adoption of the reso oi; 

Mr. Haynie moved to amend, by inserting the words—* in 
pamphlet form.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Lott moved to amend by inserting the words—“ the 
committee on Printing be instructed to contract.” 

Mr. Cunningham moved to take up and read the accompany- 
ing documents of the Governor's message. 

Carried. 

The following Report of the Treasurer was taken up and 
read: 


Treasurer’s Office, 
Austin, December Ist, 1847. 


To His Excellency, 
J. Pinckney HENDERSON, 
Governor, &c.: 


Sir :—In obedience to the act defining the duties of the State 
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Treasurer, I herewith transmit to your Excellency a statement 
of the condition and situation of the Treasury, embracing the 
receipts and disbursements thereof, for the fiscal year ending 
October 31st, 1847, and the balance of cash remaining in the 
‘Treasury at that date. 

You willalso find acecompanying-this, a condensed statement 
of the business of this office from the organization, of the State 
Government, to the close of the last fiscal year, showing the 
entire receipts and payments for that time, and the balance oi 
the money in the Treasurer’s hands. 

It will be seen from the Statements, that the cash on hand for 
disbursement, is Fifty-one thousand two hundred and thirty-eight 
07/100 dollars, ($51,238 07.) From this should be deducted 
thesum oftwo thousand six hundred and four dollars, (2.604)— 
being the amount of certain drafts in the Treasury, drawn by 
the Secr: tary of the Treasury, upon the Collectors of Revenue, 
in favor of members of the Convention, for their services there- 
in, and received by the Treasurer from the Collectors, as cash. 

The appropriation for the expenses of the Convention was 
considered as closed by the change of Government—at least so 
much so that the officers of the State Government could not 
draw upon it, without the authority of the Legislature. 

These drafts have been, mostly, received, since the adjourn- 
ment ofthe Lr gislature ;-and remain inthe Treasury as cash, 
for want of an appropriation to which they might be charged. 
E would suggest to the Legislature, through your Excellency, 
that the old appropriation should be opened to cover the fore- 
going amount named, as well as other claims of the same nature, 
that are still outstanding. These claims have already been 
paid; and the opening of the appropriation will merely give 
the accounting officers of the Government the authority neces- 
sary to make a proper settlement. - 

__ In my report made to your Excellency for the previous year, 
I mentioned a rereipt of G. W. Terrell’s, for the sum of siz: 
hundred and sixty-stc 67 | 109 ($666 67) in Exchequer Bills, 
which stilljremains in the Treasury as cash,for want of authority 
in the Comptroller and Treasurer to settle the same. I would, 
therefore, respectfully suggest that the Legislature pass an act 
authorizing the settlement of that amount for the services of 
a Terre.l, as a District Judge, under the late Republic of 

exas, 


This, like the Convention drafts, is money that has already 
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teen paid out, and the settlement of the claim will require no 
further expenditure ; but only pass the voucher from the Trea- 
surer’s hands into that of the Comptroller, where it properly 
belongs. , 

Respectfully submitting these exhibits to your consideration, 

I am, with high respect, 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
JAS. H. RAYMOND, 
Treasurer. 


State of Texas in Account with James H. Raymon, Treasurer, 


from February 20, 1846, io October 31, 1847. 
DR. 
For amount of disbursement upon Treasury Warrants as per 


Register of Warrants paid, viz: 
In specie, on warrants of 


late Republic, 15,643 29 
« Exchequers, warrants of 
late Republic, 510, 36 16,153 65 
t Specie disbursed upon 
Warrants of State, 112,033 98 128,187 68 


Foramoumtof Prom.Notes - 
on special deposit, credit 
of the estate of Daniel 
Veuer,deceased, paid to 
A. Sommerville, upon a 
judgment of Harris Co. 
Probate Court, against 
said estate, . 722 44 
* Amount of county Tax. 
Fundin Exchequers, paid 
upon orders of the Secre- t 
tary of the Treasury and 
Comptroller to Sheriffs of 
sundry counties, as per 
vouchers of office, 64 48 
Amount of Government 
liabilities received from 
revenue and from Moses 
Johnson, late Treasurer . 


™ 
o 


of the Republic, delivered 
to the Comptroller as 
vouchers, and for burning, 
as follows, viz.: 
In Exchequer Bills, 
“ Bryan drafts, 
“ Special audited paper, 
“  Assessor’s drafts, 
“ Audited paper, 
« Navy scrip, 
“  Prom.Notes, Bonds and 
Interest. 
For amount of balance of 
cash on hand— 
In specie of revenue of Re- 
public for disbursemnt, 16,872 91 
“ Specie ofrevenue of State, 34,365 16 
“ do “ de “School- 


Fund, 0,889 63 
© Specie County tax fund 

of State, 1,656 95 
“ Specie do do late 

Republic, 48 71 


& Specie special deposite 


12,489. 67 
5,264 92 
8,136 37 
3,333 84 

13,372 16 
3,300 00 


62,101 47 107,998 03 


of estates, 162 30 58,991 66 


“Exchequer bills of coun- 
ty tax fund-of late Re- 
public 

“ Exchequer Bills, receipt 
of G. W. Terrell, 

“ Prom. Notes of special 

_ deposites of estates, 


Dollars, 


287 88 
666 67 
1,025 24 
297 944 00 
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By amount received of Moses Johnson, late Treasurer of the 


Republic, as follows, to wit.: 


In specie, 

“~ Exchequer Bills, 

” Promissory Notes, 

“ Special audited paper, 
+ Assessor's drafts, 

> Qld audited Paper, 

“ Special deposites, 

“ Bryan dratts, 

= G, W. Terrell’s receipt, 
~ County tax fund, 


By amount of specie and 
Government liabilities re- 
ceeived in tollection of 
the revenue of the late 
Republic, as follows, viz: 

Tn specie on account of cus- 


toms 51,266 13 
“ Specie“ “ taxes, 18,314 &5 
s do “ * licenses, 7,631 14 
" do “ “ rent on ` 

Austin property, 8 00 
* Specie on account of 

Appr. for carrying mail, 

1845 and 1846, 2,524 46 
* Specie on account of 

claims against the U. 8. 

Government, 26,902 00 


Exchequer Bills on ac- 
count of customs, 
Excheguer Bills on ac- 
count of taxes 
Exchequer Bills on ac- 
count of licences, 
“ Prom. Notes, Bonds, 
and interest, on account 


4399 12 
4,203 52 


a 


944 


19,297 84 
2953 13 
1,040 61 
1,326 07 

433 38 
360 00 
1,667 67 
4,850 00 
666 67 
351 96 


33,447 33 


106,646 58 


26 10,046 90 


n 
Ps 


K 


bad 
nw 
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of Customs, 

Prom. Notes, Bonds, 
and interest on account 
of taxes, 

Prom, Notes and inte- 
rest on account of licen- 
ses, 

Prom. Notes and inte- 
rest of Land Patents, 

Prom. Notes on account 
of Land Dues, 

Prom. Notes and inte- 
rest onaccount of Austin 
Lots, 

Audited paper and Na- 


‘vy scrip on account of 


taxes, 

Audited paper and Na- 
vy scrip, on account of 
Land Dues, 

Audited Navy Scrip, on 
account of Austin Lots, 

Special audited paper 
on account of taxes, 

Assessors’ drafts on ac- 


count of taxes, 


Bryan’s drafts on act. of 
customs, 


Amount of specie received 


on account of taxes of 
late Republic, 


Amount of specie received 


on account of special de- 


posites of estates, 
Amount of specie received 


on act. of licenses and 
taxes in collection of rev- 
enue of the State, 


Amount of specie received 


on account of rent of 


~ Public Buildings, 
Amount of specie received 


37 
3,543 48 


9,391 83 


648 00 
37,404 00 
7,754 55 


2,319 00 61,060 86 
815 14 


6,434 06 

8,562 96 15,812 16 
6,810 30 
2,900 46 


4414 92 203,692 18 


58,710 96 
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on act. of county taxes 


of State, 1,656, 95 


Amount of special depos- 
ites of Prom. Notes, re- 
ceived from estates, _79 98 


Dollars, 297,944 00 


JAMES H. RAYMOND, 
‘Treasurer. 
TREASURERS OFFICE, 
Austin, N ovember Ist, 1847. 


The following report of the Comptroller was taken up, and 
read in part, and, 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The further reading was dispensed with. 


COMPTROLLER S REPORT. 


COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, } 
Austin, Dec. 3d, 1847. 


To His Excellency, 
J. Pinckney HENDERSON, 
Governor of Texas. 


Sir:—In conformity with an Act defining the duties of the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, | respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report. The receipts and expenditures of the State in 
available means, are shown from its organization, the 19th ef 
Feb., 1846, to the 31st Oct., 1847. and are as follows: 


39 
RECEIPTS, 

From revenue accrued under the Republic of Texas. 
Duties on Imports, $51,206 18 
Direct Taxes, . : : : 18,282 92 
License Taxes, . a. a 76314 
Claims against the Government of 

the United States, 26,902 00 
Miscellaneous sources, . . . 2,678 48 
Means in the Treasury at the 

close of the late Government, 19,297 51 


od 


Total revenue and means in specie 
from late Government, ; ; ; : $125,993 18 


From revenue acerued under the State. 


Direct and License Taxes, . . $58,653 67 
Miscellaneous sources, . ; ‘ 202 88 
Amount of Special Deposite from 
settlement of successions, : g 162 30 
59,018 85 
Aggregate Revenue and meansfrom 
Republic and State, . .  . ; . $185,011 28 


EXPENDITURES. 


Disbursements of the Treasurer on 

account of the expenditures of 

State. . $112,083 98 
Disbursements ofthe Treasurer in - ~ 

payment of Treasury Warrants 

of the late Republic of Texas, 

which were outstanding at the 
' organization of the State, . 15,643 29 - 
Amount reserved for School pur- 

poses. being 10 per cent. of the 

Revenue of the State, ; p 5,885 65 
Amount of County Tax to be with- 

drawn which is included in the 
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receipts ofdirect Taxes from 
Republic, 48 71 
Amount on Special Deposite from 
the settlement of successions, 
subject to be withdrawn, ; 162 30 
133,773 93 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury — 
of available means on 31st. Oct. 
i847,of . : $51,238 05 
Which will more fully appear by reference to an aceompan- 
ying statement. 


1 


The estimate of Receipts and Expenditures for the fiscal 
year ending on 31st Oct., 1848, are as follows: 


RECEIPTS 


From Directand License Taxes, and 

Miscellaneous Sources, for the 

year 1847, not due until 1848: 
State revenue, $91,145 16 
Balance due from thesame sources 

on account of the revenue of the 

State for the year 1846, : 21,854 86 
From í ustoms, Direct and License 

Taxes, accrued under the laws 

of the late Republie of Texas, 7,000 00 
Probable amount of Receipts, 119,999 96 
Means in the Treasury for dis- : 

bursement on the 31st Oct., 1847, 51,238 05 
Total estimated means for the sup- 

port of the State, for the year 

ending Oct. 81st, 1848. : i $171,288 0i 


EXPENDITURES. 


Which will more fully appear by 
reference to an accompanying 
statement. 
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Estimated expenditures of the 
State for the year ending on 31st 
Oct., 1848, 

Balance due and undrawn on the 
appropriation for the support of 
the State for 1846, : 

Balance due and undrawn on the 
appropriations fer the vate of 
the State for 1847, 

Amount necessary to be appropri- 
ated to satisfy certain drafts, 
which were drawn by the late 
Government, on collectors and 
returned by them as cash, and 


so included in the cash re- ~ 


ceipis in this statement, which 
drafts were issued in payment of 
members of the Convention, bas- 
ed on the appropriation for that 
purpose, but not returned to the 
Treasury until after it was can- 
celled: Also,. an amount re- 
ceived by the State from the 
Government of the United States 
for the pay of arms taken from 
a body of Texians in 1843 un- 
der the command of Col. Snive- 
ly. by an officer of the United 
States Ariny, the former $2,604- 
00, the latter $1,975,00 


Leaving in the Treasury on the 
3is:Oct, 1840, an estimated bal- 
ance of 


106,122 00 
7,000 00 


14,500 00 


4,579 00 


a emaned 


132,201 00 


maea ene 


$39,037 OI 


Which will more “fally appear by reference to an accom- 


panying statement. 


Supposing the Revenue due, to be all collected and paid 
over, there will be a balance in the Treasury of available 
means on the 3Ist of Oct., 1848, of $39,037 01. The princi- 
pal source from which this surplus arises, is attributable to 
the amounts received from revenue accrued under the laws of 
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the Republic of Texas. Had the State been compelled to- 
have relied entirely on its own receipts, a very different state 
of things would appear, for instead of the shown surplus, the 
State expenses would have far exceeded the income. 

Since the organization of the State Government to the 31st 
Oct. last, the actual cash receipts from State revenue, hus on- 
ly been (exclusive of the reservation for school purposes) 
$52,970 90, while the expenses during the same piiiod a- 
mounts to $112,033 98, leaving a balance against the cash re- 
ceipts of $59,068 08; bui allowing all the State Taxes which 
have been assessed and became due on the 31st October last, 
to have been received at the Treasury, still the expenditures 
would have overrun the receipts $31,525 45. Take the esti- 
mate of the taxes forthe present year (1847) and add them 
with those of the former year (1846) and compare them with 
the expenses which they have to meet, and what will be the 
result! The State expenses trom the 19th February, 1846, to 
the 31st October, 1848, according to the preceding estimate, 
amounts to $239,655 98, and the income for the same time is 
$171,653 63, leaving the latter insufficient $68,002 35 of dis- 
charging the former. 

It may be saidin this calculation that no allowance has 
been made for the revenue of 1848; but it must be remember- 
ed that the revenue of one year isnot due at the Treasury un- 
til the January of the tollowing year, consequently it cannot 
be calculated upon to discharge demands for the year for 
which it is levied; but let the expenses of the State from its or- 
ganization, the 19th February, 1846, to the 31st October, 1847, 
being a little over one year and eight months, be compared 
with the income from the State revenues for the whole of the 
. two years, 1846 and 1847, and see what the result will be— 
The expenses are $133,533 00; and the estimated receijis for 
both years, allowing them to have been all paid over. would. 
be $171,653 63, leaving a balance in favor of the income for 
the entire two years of $38,120 63 over the expenditure of but 
one year and two thirds. 

So it will be seen, that under the most favorable view which 
ean be taken of it, the revenue of the State has not been more 
than sufficient to have discharged the demands to the 31st Oc 
tober last. 

As it has so happened, theveceipts from revenue of the. lat 
Government have not enly been adequate to discharge the ex 
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penditures of the State to that time,but has also satisfied $13,- 
959 15 of demands of the late Republic which were outstand- 
ing at the change of Government. 

I have thought it necessary to make the preceding explana- 
tion to show from what source the present surplus in the Trea- 
sury is attributable. A cursory glanee at its present condition 
would lead one to believe that the State income far exceeds 
the'expenses, without examining the cause which led- to the ex- 
cess. 

‘With the present means in the Treasury, and the growing 
increase in value and quantity of the taxable property, the re- 
eeipts from the present rate of taxation will be adequate to 
the wants of the Treasury, but a reduction of them at this time 
would, it is believed, be unsafe and premature. 

A considerable amount of revenue isstill expected from Cus- 
toms levied under the laws of the late Government, the princi- 
pal part of which, hover, accrued between the 28th De- 
eember, 1845, the date of the approval ofthe Act of the Con- 
gress of the United States extending the laws of that country 
over Texas, andthe 16th of February following, when the 
Government of the State organized, during which period the 
right of Texas to collect Impost duties particularly on ship- 
ments fromthe United States has been denied by the Impor- 
ters. The question has been brought before our State Courts, 
and determined by them favorably tothe Government, but I 
understand that a writ of error has been issued, to carry the 
cases to the Supreme Court of the United States,in which event, 
and even admitting the judgment of our Courts to be confirm- 
ed, it will be some time before the amounts involved will be 
available te the State. Jhavethereforeunder the circumstan- 
ces thought it of a character not sufficiently reliable to use as 
data in the preceding estimate. 

While on this subject, I would remark that the amount in- 
volved in the cases now in court is, of itself, eomparatively 
speaking, unimportant. Large sums have been paid into the 
Treasury under protest for duties upon merehandize, import- 
ed unde? similar circumstances; and should the question as to 
Texas possessing the right to collect Imposts, during the time 
referred to, be decided in the negative, reclamation will be 
made on the State for such sums already. paid in. I would 
therefore suggest, that provision be made for the employment 
of competent counsel, to conduct and argue the cases now in 
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controversy, in the event oftheir being carried to the Federal 
Court. . 

In the operation of our present revenue system, some objec- 
tions are found to exist; among the principal ones, I would call 
your attention to the following: 

By the present laws of taxation, every person owning lands 
in one county and residing in another, is permitted to render 
them for assessment in the county where he lives, and each 
Assessor and Collector is required to make a separate return 
of such assesments, and another by his own appraisement of 
alllands in hiscounty, which he finds fromthe records to be 
private property; but which has not been rendered to him for 
assessment. Itis the Comptroller’s duty to compare all of 
the returns of each of those classes with the other, in order to 
ascertain what lands designated in the latter are covered by 
the rendering shown in the former, agg] to advise each Asses- 
sor and Collector as to what tracts ithe county of such offi- 
cer, are not so covered, inorder that he may proceed against 
him. This plan must in many cases, fail to afford the intended 
accommodation to the proprietor, while it imposes on the 
Comptroller greater inconvenience than that from which it 
seeks to relieve the person intrusted, involving at the same 
time a delay of income, if not an eventual loss to the Govern- 
ment. Even were all the lands of the State so methodically 
sectionized, that every tract could always be designated in the 
same manner, and with equal clearness, by the distant owner 
and the local Assessor, the regulation would still not be free 
from objection. Asitis, however, owing to imperfection of 
records; the Jack of specification in conveyances and the orig- 
inal defect of regularity in the landsystem of the country, the 
distant proprietor and the local assessor are often alike, una- 
ble to make out a proper designation, or such as will allow the 
identity of their two descriptions of the same tract to be re- 
cognized. The name of the original grantee may be un- 
known to one, or both, and the distant owner may be ignorant 
of its locality, or its bearings, as to contiguity for his descrip- 
tion to tally with that ofthe assessor.” i 

In such cases the result must be, that after much loss of 
time and labor, in the comparison of returns, the Comptroller 
is unable to ascertain, that any one assessment is covered by 
the other; and though the owner may daly pay his tax in the 
„county which he resides, his land is liable to be sold for the 
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same demand in the county where it lies. It may even hap- 
pen from vagueness of description, that in covering one as- 
sessment with the other, two tracts may be discovered in the 
list takenfromthe County Records, which are -not entirely 
identical, but resembling each other to some extent, either of 
which, could be applied to one tract in the rendered rolls; 
_ thus, the application of the latter may bè made to the wrong 
tract in the former, by this error, releasing the land ofa per- 
son who has paid nothing and leaving the property of the pay- 
er to besold for a demand thathasbeen satisfied. Whenever* 
a sale is made under thes circumstances, not only is the owner 
injured, but the purchaser is imposed on, and the final redress 
of both, subjects the State to a heavy and needless expense. 

Thecomparison ofthe two classes of assessments before re- 
ferred to, cannot be made with completeness, until the returns 
from all the counties have been made, but of so large a num- 
ber as sixty seven, the delay of some is to be expected, and the 
failure of sending one, would impede the comparsion of all, 
and consequently retard the taking ofsteps against any land re- 
turned asunrendered. Allowing all the returns to be duly sent, 
and the comparison and requisite deduction to be made with- 
out difficulty or confusion, the-process which the Government 
then has to rely on, involves delay in collection. When two 
assessments from.different counties and of the two aforesaid 
classes are found by the Comptroller to be identical, it is evi- 
dently the intention ofthe law, that the rendering of the dis- 
tant owner shall annul the record assessment of the local As- 
sessor. The right of giving in property elsewhere than where 
it lies, necessarily implies this, as it would otherwise yield a 
fruitless privilege. The Comptrollerhas then to notify the 
Assessor of the County where the land lies, that so much of his 
Record Assessment has been annulled by the rendered show- 
ings from other counties. 

The Collector of the county where the proprietor resides has, 
then, first to look to an owner near him for taxes on land ata 
distance, which is, perhaps, the orly property he has out of 
which they can be realized. If the owner refuses or fails to 
pay, the Collector has then to report the delinquency to the offi- 
cer of the county where the land lies, that he may proceed 
against it. The delay, detailsand contingencies, that a course 
so circuitous involves, and which might be avoided to a great 
extent by a different system, must at once be obvious. 
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Land owned by non-residents of a county is liable to two 
assessments, and consequently the expense of two commis- - 
sions. The owner in the county of his residence, gives it in at 
his own appraisement, and it is assessed from the Records where 
it lies at the appraisement of the officer. The owner’s appraise- 
ment regulates the amount of the tax, and the appraisement of 
the local Assessor regulates the amount of an extra and need- 
less expense, and it will rarely be found that from interests so 
conflicting, the two appraisements will be equal. There is still 
an additional expense under the present system which the gov- 
ernment is subject to: that of publishing the non-resident ists 
from each county, and from present appearances, a sufficient 
amount will not be collected from this description of assess- 
ments to discharge one-half ef the expense to be thus incurred. 
All thisinjury to the government might, toa great extent, be 
obviated, without either subjecting the tax-payer to any other 
inconvenience than he is now at, or the Assessor to any great 
additionallabor. The distant owner who might not choose to 
employ a local agent to give in his property toan Assessor of 
the county where it lies, might be permitted as he now is, to 
` render itto the Assessor of any other county, within a specified 
time, making it the duty of the officer to whom it mey be ren- 
dered to notify the Assessor of the county where the land is sit- 
uated, and each of the Assessors on receiving’suchnotice should 
proceed to compare such returns, and those of the property that 
had been rendered in their county, with the county records; 
andall private property not covered by the rendered invento- 
ries, should be assessed and returned by the officer at his own 
valuation. 

Such a plan, under proper regulations, is not only in my 
opinion entirely practicable, but the only one compatible with 
the interest of the State, by which the convenience of-the own- 
ers of property can "be consulted. It would save much vexa- 
tious and unprofitable labor, and avoid the many errors which 
the present system is heir to. 

The Assessor who makes his examination from the County 
Records, can ‘correctly arrive at what property has not been 
taxed in his county, even if the rendering by the distant owner 
was not entirely full; for if the county files and rendered show- 
ing disagree in one particular, it is not probable they would in 
all, and by a careful comparison, an error would seldom oc- 
cur; but under the-present system, the Comptroller who makes 
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his comparison and examination, has no other data but the re- 
turns of the Assessors, which are usually very meagre as to 
description and locality of lands, so much so, -that in many%as- 
sessments not even the name of the original grantee is set 
forth; and no matter how carefully the comparison be made 
from such data, it is impossible to avoid committing occasional 
errors. 

I would also recommend that the old counties, as they were 
at the adoption of the Constitution, be laid off and organi- 
zed into tax districts. By doing so, it would enable the As- 
sessors more easily-and more correctly to ascertain what lands 
are in their districts, that have not been rendered for taxation. 
Many ofthe new counties organized at the last session of the 
Legislature, are composed and formed from as many, in some in- 
stances, as four of the old counties. It follows, therefore, that in es- 
tablishing what lands have not been covered by the rendered in- 
ventories, the Assessor must have recourse to each of the Dis- 
trict Surveyor’s files, from‘which his county is comprised. 
This imposes upon the officers a greater labor than they are 
willing to perform for the compensation allowed them, and the 
result ix, that many of them omit to fulfil this part of their 
duty. and the unrendered estate to some extent is permitted to 
go untaxed. 

But even admitting that the officer examines the Surveyor’s 
files with the utmost care and ability, still the present system 
is not void of objection. In many cases the boundaries of the 
lately organized counties were so indefinite in the first in- 
stance, and the lines not having been distinctly marked or run, 
that the Assessors have been unable to arrive with any degree 
of certainty at the exact sphere to which their authority extend- 
ed. In those counties where this is the case, the Assessors 
have omitted tomake an assessment at their own valuation of 
the unrendered property, as it might ultimately cause litigation ° 
between individuals; for, should there be a sale of property 
upon such an assessment, for the payment of taxes, and it af- 
terwards appeared that the same property had been rendered 
for taxation by the owner, as lying in another county, and the 
demand there duly paid, the result would be a contention be- 
tween the purchaser and the original owner, the occurrence of 
which should always be guarded against by the Government; 
nor is the existence of this cause likely to cease, for as the po- 
pulation of the country increases, the territorial limits of the . 
counties will be changed to meet public convenience. 
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The proposed system would not only enable the Assesor 
more easily to ascertain the unrendered lands, but it would les- 
se and simplify their duties; for, instead of having to refer 
to the maps and other records, as is now the case in some in- 
stances of three or four counties, they would have it to do in 
one only. i 

The present laws are inadequate to insure a uniform collec- 
tion of the license taxes, Individuals pursuing certain callings 
and vocations, without first procuring a license, subjects the 
offender to a penalty, recoverable by suit in the District Court; 
thus the permanent merchant whose interest should be protect- 
ed, is compelled to pay, while the temporary vender of a small 
stock can evade the tax by disposing of his goods and leave the 
county before the law can be brought to atfect‘him. To ren- 
der this tax just and equal upon all and make its collection 
promptand sure, a justice of the peace should be authorized to 
grant a warrant upon proper representation, directing the seiz- 
ure of the goods and chattels of any one found pursuing a call- 
ing, which by law is taxable, without first having obtained a 
license therefor, and sufficient of such effects should be sold to 
satisfy the tax and expense of process. 

Although common consent recognizes the necessity of a tax 
equal in its bearings, for the support of the government, never- 
theless, it is reluctantly paid by the mass; hence the necessity 
of rigorous laws to enforce its collection. Stronger enactments 
than do now exist are required, both to enforce the payment of 
taxes by the citizen to the officer,and by the officer to the gov- 
ernment. His unjust that thelaw abiding citizen and the faith- 
ful officer should be taxed, not only with the burthen of. the 
State, but with the obloquy of the association of their names 
with the dishonest and unpatriotic, who are permitted by the 
defects of our laws to evade the payment towards the public 
burthen of their fair proportion. 

The present laws do not provide how taxes are to be realized 
on the property of a delinquent tax-payer, when it is exposed 
for sale and cannot be sold for want of bidders. I would re- 
commend thatall lands offered for the payment of the taxes of 
delinquent and for which no purchaser can be found, be strick- 
en off to the Government, and unless the same is redeemed 
within twelve months, from the date of sale, such land shall 
become domain, and be subject to entry by any holder of a le- 
gal warrant, on paying the taxes for which the same was sold ; 


- 
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a provision of this kind would stimulate many to pay, who 
otherwise would not. 

The non-resident assessment for the year 1846, which by 
law was required to be published, has been accordingly done, 
so far as the returns have been received for that year, in a news- 
paper, styled the “Texas Democrat,” published at the seat of 
Government. As no appropriation was made for the payment 
of this expense, a contract was entered into with the proprie- 
tors of the aforesaid journal, to publish atten dollars each the 
returns from the several counties, with the understanding that 
they were to rely on the future action of the Legislature for the 
payment of the amount. As the work has been faithfully per- 
formed, I would respectfully recommend that an appropriation 
be made for the payment of theclaim. Those lists for the year 
1847 have not been published, as I was unwilling to incur an 
additional claim for the payment of which no appropriation had 
been made, and not knowing but that the Legislature might 
dispense with the publication as apparently but little good has 
resulted from it, and with all the impracticability of the require- 
ments of the law being complied with. The publication of each 
year’s assessment is to be made between the months of Sep- 
tember and January of the-same, which is impossible to be 
done from the great length of many of-the returns, in a weekly 
journal during that time. If it is thought that they should yet 
_ be gazetted, I would suggest that the necessary means be ap- 
propriated for that purpose. is 

Considerable ditäculty exists in the collection of arrearages 
of taxes due on the assessments made under the late Govern- 
ment. The Sheriffs who were then ex-officio tax collectors, 
ate still held responsible for the whole of each -year’s assess- 
ment, for which they -have given bond. Although the law 
made it obligatory on the officers to collect the taxes within a 
specified time ; still, in many of the counties, it has not been 
done,—his bond is still considered liable for the year’s taxes 
for which the same was executed, nevertheless it would be a 
hardship to move on it for the payment of money which had 
never been received, Of those individuals who held the office 
of Sheriff under the late Government, but few of them hold it- 
under the present Government, and their right to collect the re- 
sidue of the assessment is not acknowledged by the tax payer. 
And where it has been the case, that the same person has been 
re-elected, it occurs in many instances, that their present juris- 
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diction does not extend over the same extent of territory that it 
formerly did, caused by the formation of new counties, and al- 
lowing that by virtue of the present holding, the officer's au- 
thority to collect, still exists in that portion of the old county 
for which he is re-elected, itis in the transferred part of it de- 
nied. 

I would respectfully suggest that either proper authority be 
conferred on those who have been charged with the taxes and 
have given bond for the same, to complete and finish their col- 
lection, or else transfer the duty to the present Assessor and 
Collector. i Se 

In making the preceding recommendations, I am fully aware 
that a system, though somewhat imperfect, when properly un- 

© jderstood, is better than a constant changing of it, with a view 
to'its improvement, and nothing but a radical wrong should 
ever cause an alteration, In such alight I view the objections 
which Į have stated in our tax system; others might be urged, 
but ofless import, but as they can be borne with, I have ab- 
stained from referring to them. 

I would respectfully recommend the passage of a law au- 
thorizing the appointment of a travelling agent, whose duty it 
should be, to visit the different counties and receive the funds 
in the hands of the Collectors, make settlements, &c, It is 
thought that the appointment 6f an officer of this character 
would be of the utmost benefit. Men of the most correct in- 
tentions are liable, if public funds are permitted to remain too 
long in their hands, to use them in their individual transac- 
tions, thinking, that by the time they may be called on by the 
State, to be able to replace them. This, I am convinced, 
has been the case in many instances, and accounts to some ex- 

* tent, for the many defalcations with our revenue officers. 

itis of frequent occurrence, that after the most explicit in- 
structions have been given, that returns have been made by the 
Assessors, differing altogether in form from that required. 
This may, or may not, be the result of carelessness in the of- 
ficer. Noris it surprising, that such should be the case, when 
it ig remembered that individuals are frequen:ly elected asses- 
sors, without possessing the necessary qualifications, and who 
are entirely unacquainted with figures. From my own ob- 
servation, l am convinced, that nothing could be done whith 
would havea more favorable tendency towards the remedy of 
this, and promoting uniformity and system, as a competent per- 
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son visiting the Assessors, and explaining to them in person 
the manner and form of stating and preparing their rolls and 
“other papers. It would accomplish more than a volume of 
written instructions in this respect and contribute greatly to 
the increase of the revenue, by promoting a more general and 
uniform assessment of property. There is also another reason 
for the appointing of such an officer. The compensation of 
many of the Assessors, particularly those of the counties situated 
in a remote portion of the State, isso small, that it weuld not 
more than defray the expenses of their journey to the seat of 
government, and it is seldom that they can secuze a person they 
consider safe, who is willing to take charge of the funds they 
may have to remit. Although it is obviously the duty of the 
Collector to forward his collections at his own risk and ex- 
. pense, stillit is not done; and the reasons assigned for it are . 
thdse above stated, and it must be acknowledged that they 
have at least the color-of plausibility. Such an excuse, how- 
ever, should not be permitted to exist. it gives a pretext to of- 
ficers who feel so inclined to speculate with the public funds, 
and not even seek an opportunity to remit them, but rather te 
. evade one, and plead the expense of transmission as their justi- 
fication for withholdiag them. Ihave known of amounts col- 
lected for upwards of eighteen months, which are yet remaining 
in the possession of the officer, and from the remoteness of the 
place of their collection, are as unavailing to the wants of the 
‘Treasury, as before they had been collected, say nothing of the 
probable insecurity of their custody. Many other causes might 
-be assigned for the necessity and propriety of creating such an 
officer, but on the present occasion, those suggested are thought 
to be sufficient. 

The disposition to be made of the buildings and the ground, ` 
formerly used by the late government for custom purposes, de- 
mands attention of the Legislature. The object for which such 
property was intended and used, having ceased, and not being 
requiredin any way by the State, I would, therefore, respect- 
fully suggest the passage of an act « uthorizing their sale. 

The buildings in the city of Austin have been rented con- 
formably with the provision of a Joint Resolution for that pur- 
pose, approved 25th April, 1846. I have found it necessary 
to apply part of the proceeds of the rent to their repairs. I 
have only done so, however, when it was absolutely necessary 
for the preservation of the property. If they are continued to 
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be rented, authority should be given to appropriate a sufficiency 
of the Pee to their needful repairs. The condition of 
many of them is such that unless refitted, they will shortly be- 
come untenantable. 

The time allowed purchasers of Austin City and out lots to 
make final payment on the same, expired’on the 4th of May 
last. As some of the purchasers of this property were not 
aware of the limit attached to the late act of extension, I would 
respectfully recommend a further indulgence, say of six months; 
and where they do not avail themselves of it, the Comptroller 
should be authorized to offer for sale, such lots as may become 
forfeited thereby, to the highest bidder. This would putanend 
to the continued application to the Legislature for relief, and 
bring the matter to a final close. 

I have avoided putting in suit the accounts of defaulting. of- 
ficers of the late Republic of Texas, in every instance, when 
I had the least assurance or confidence they could be settled other- 
wise. In doing so the interest of the State was duly consult- 
ed. The few examples we have had for the recovery of money 
by suit, have been so tedious and slow, as to show that it should 
not be resorted to but in extreme cases. I have been deterred; 
however, to some extent, from commencing proceedings against 
many, from the fact, that some of the District Attorneys consi- 
dered indispensable to a favorable issue, the production in court 
of the original papers on which the claims are based. As those 
papers are part of the permanent records of this office, I feel re- 
luctant to let them go out in the absence of Legislative authority. 
They are frequently required as matters of important refe- 
rence both by the State and by individuals, and their loss, which 
might be apprehended in passing through so many hands, 
would be the destruction of the only legal evidence of the 
claim. I would therefore recommend to obviate any difficulty 
of the character referred to, the passage of a law, providing, 
that in all eases of delinquency, where suit has been brought, or 
shall be instituted, a transcript from the books and proceedings 
of the Comptroller, certified by him, and authenticated un- 
der the seal of his office, should be admitted as evi- 
dence in any court of the State, wherein such action may have 
been commenced, or 1aay hereafter be instituted; and also, 
that all copies of bonds and other papers connected with the 
settlement of any account, certified in like manner by the Comp- 
troller, should have equal validity, and be entitled to the same 
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degree of credit which would be due to the original papers if 
produced. $ 

There are a large number of balances unaccounted for, under 
the Promissory Note system. The officers, many of them 
are dead, some have left the State, others insolvent or their pro- 


‘perty in such a situation that it cannot be reached. To com-_ 


mence suit under such circumstances, for the recovery of the 
amounts, would be subjecting the State to the costs of the pro- 
secution only. It is my impression, however, that many of 
these amounts could be secured by way of compromise. 
would, therefore, recommend, that some officer be clothed with 
discretionary authority of this character, who, by giving an 
extension of time, or such like indulgence, might be able to 
save many of the amounts. Whereas, by proceeding against 
them in court, nothing can be effected. Similar authority has 
been conferred on the accounting officers in the United States 
for the adjustment of long standing balances due that Govern- 
ment, and it has been found to operate much more salutary 
there, than by undertaking their collection by suit. 

Presuming that the Legislature is likely to take some action, 
in relation to adjudicating and classifying the debt of the Re- 
public of Texas, I have prepared with’ great care, a statement 
from the best data within my control, of the several descriptions 
of liabilities issued and outstanding, and the proLable amount 
of unaudited or floating claims. A similar statement was fur- 
nished the Legislature at its last session, differing only with 
the one now made in the addition of accumulated interest ac- 
crued on the debt since then, to the first of January ensuing, 
and an increase of the estimate of the unaudited claims, which 
I am convinced was made too low at that time. ; 

Since the adjournment of the Legislature, a large number of 
claims of the late Government have been presented to the 
Comptroller for adjustment, under the impression that he was 
authorized to audit them. It is to be supposed, that on being 
informed that no provisions of the kind had been made, the 
claimants leit dissatisfied, not that they expected to have their 
demands liquidated, but to have them acknowledged was all 
they expected, or if they had not the needful proof to substan- 
tiate their claims, that they might know what was required, and 
provide it while it could be done. This, it must be admitted, 
was a reasonable expectation on their part. By postponing 
the settlement, many just and equitable demands may be mate- 
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TREASURY NOTES. 


Amount issued at different times, - es 
and deposited in the Treasury for 
disburs+ ment, 4,599,809 00 
Amount of change notes issued at 
different times and deposited in ` 
the Treasury for disbursement, 118,180 00 
: $4,717,939 00 
From the above the following 
deductions should be made: 
Amount redeemed at the Treasu- 
ry and cancelled, 772,439 00 
Amount invested in the ten per 
cent. stock created by act of 
Feb. 5, 1840, 772,800 00 
Amount invested in the eight per i 
` cent, stock crrated by act of 


Feb. 5, 1840, 22,800 00 
Amount received in collection of 
the revenue and destroyed, 410,959 00 


Amount due by collecting officers 
and which is likely to be paid, 
including the probable sum to 
be received for land dues and 


patents, 185,000 00 


nme 


2,163,998 00 
Balance of Treasury notes in circulation, $2,503,941 00 
EIGHT PER CENT. BONDS. 


Amount issued of this description 

> of liabilities, 849,900 00 849,900 00 
From the above the following l 
deduction should be made : 

Amount received in payment of the i 
revenue, and destroyed, ~ 40,100 00 


Balance of eight per cent. bonds in circulation, $809,800 00 
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FUNDED DEBT. 


Amount issued of the ten per cent. 
Consolidated Stock in redemption 
of audited Drafts, under the pro- 
visions of an act approved June 

7, 1837, 
Brom which the following deduc- 
tion should be made: 

Amount redeemed by issuing Land 
Scrip, and destroyed, 


Amount of this character of stock 
issued to Swartwout and others in 
payment of claims held by them, 

Amount issued in liquidation of 
Land Scrip, 


Amount issued of the ten per cent. 
stock for the redemption of prom- 
missory notes under the provis- 
ions of an act approved Feb. 5, 
1840, 

From which the following deduc- 
tion should be made: 

Amount redeemed by issuing Land 
Scrip in i lieu thereof, and destroy- 
ed, è 


Amount of ten per cent. stock issued ` 


for the redemption of audited 
Drafts under the provisions of an 
act approved Feb. 5, 1840, 

Amount of eight per cent. stock is- 
sued for the redemption ‘of prom- 
issory notes under the provisions 
of the above named act, 


757,151 68 


1,500 00 


700,601 68 


13,948 32 
66,400 00 
-———— 836,00 000 
772,800 00 
1,400 00 
— 771,400 00 
45,600 00 
22,800 00 


$1,675,800 00 
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INTEREST ON LIABILITIES. 


Amount of interest on eight per 
cent. bonds to Ist January, 1848, 
From which the following deduc- 

tion should be made : 

Amount of interest due on amount 
redeemed and destroyed, 


Amount of interest on the ten per — 


cent. stock of June 7, 1837, to 
Jan’y 1, 1848, 
From which the following deduc- 
tion should be made: 
Amount of interest due on amount 
redeemed and destroyed, 


Amount of interest on the ten per 
cent. stock of Feb. 5, 18-40, to Ist 
January, 1848, 

From which the following dedue- 
tion should be made: 

Amount of interest due on amount 
redeemed and destroyed, 


Amount of interest on the ten per 
cent. stock of Feb’y 5, 1840, for 
the redemption of audited paper, 
to the Ist January, 1848, 

Amount of interest on the eight per 
cent. stock of Feby 5, 1840, for 
the redemption of Promissory 
notes to the 1st Jan’y, 1848, 

Amount of interest on Treasury 

notes subject to an annual interest 
of ten per cent. to the Ist Javy, 
1848, on $50,000, 

Amount of interest on Treasury 
notes in circulation not bearing 
interest on their face (should the 
Government think proper to al- 
low it) from the 1st of Feb’y, 1842, 


475,944 00 
22,456 00 
453,488 0G 
672,732 00 
1,100 00 
o 671,682 00 
582,820 00 
1,056 00 
——— 581,764 00 
33,440 00 
13,148 00 
45,000 00 
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at which time they were prohib- 
ited from being received for reve- 
nue, to the Ist Jan. 1848, (say on 
$2,503,941,) at5 per cent. per an- 
num, 740,749 Zf 


mE 


Total interest on Liabilities, $2,039,221 21 
UNAUDITED CLAIMS. 


Probable amount of unaudited demands due for 

supplies furnished the Navy, pay of officers, 

and men of the same, and other naval claims, 260,000 06 
Probable amount of unaudited demands due for 

supplies furnished the Army, pay of officers 
and soldiers of the same, and other military 

claims, -870,000 06 
Probable amount of unaudited demands other 

than those mentioned above, civil in their 

character, 230,000 00 


Total of probable unaudited claims, $1,060,000 00 


RECAPITULATION of the foregoing, which may be consid- 
ered a Domestic Debi. 


Audited Drafts, 267,384 40 
Treasury Notes, 2,003,941 00 
Eight per cent Bonds, 809,800 00 
Funded Debt, 1,6785,60 00 
Interest on Liabilities, 2,539,221 21 
Unaudited Claims, 1,060,000 00 


8,906,146 61 
DEBTS WHICH MAY BE CONSIDERED FORBIGN. 


Amount borrowed from the Bank of 
the United States, for which ster- 
ling Bonds to the amount of £94- 
900, bearing ten „per cent. interest, 
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were issued, which is equivalent in 


dollars to 


Amount of interest on the above, from 
July ist, 1839, to ist January, 


1848, 


. 


400,000 00 


340,000 00 


740,006 00 


Amount carried forward. 


Amount borrowed from U. S. Bank, 


with interest, brought forward, 
Amount claimed by James Holford 
and associates, for the purchase of 
the steamer “Zavala,” being dou- 
ble the amount of the original 
contract, claimed on account of 
the Government failing to pay at 
maturity, and for which sterling 
bonds to the amount of £40,476 
13s. 4d., bearing ten per cent int. 
per annum, were issued, equal to 
Amount of interest on the above, 
from Ist July, 1839, to 1st Jawy, 
1848, 


Amount claimed by F. Dawson and 
others, for the payment of naval 
vessels, being double the amount 
of the original contract, claimed 
on account of the Government 
failing to pay at maturity, for 
which two bonds for - $280,000, 
each bearing ten per cent. interest 
per annum, were issued, 

Amount of interest on the above, 
from the 138th November, 1838, 
(the date of the bonds) to the Ist 
Jan’y, 1848, 


ee 


180,029 68 


153,025 22 


560,000 00 


511,000 00 


740,000 00 


333,054 96 


1,071,000 00 


Total of Foreign Debt, $2,144,054 90 
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Recapitulation of the Total Amounts. 


Domestic Debt, 8,906,146 61 
Foreign do 2,144,054 90 


$11,050,201 51 


Probable average rate at which each Class of the foregoing 
Liabilities have heen available to the Government on apar basis. 


FIRST CLASS. 


The debts under this head should be considered as having 
been available at par. 


Ostensible or Equivalent 
face value. ~ value. 
Amount due the bank of the United 
States, and that claimed by Jas. 
Holford and F. Dawson, ` 2,144,054 90 2,144,054 90 
Amount of audited Drafts of a par ` 
issue 80,000 00 80,000 00 


Amount of the ten per cent consoli- 
dated stock issued to Swartwout 
and others; also the amount is- 
sued in redemption of land scrip, l 
including interest on the same, 155,340 07 155.340 07 
Amount of unaudited claims, 1,060,000 00 1,060,000 00 


SECOND CLASS. 


The debts under this head should 
be valued at 33 1-3 cents on the 
dollar, as having been so available 
to the Government. 
Amount of 10 percent consolidated 
~ stock of June 7, 1837, in circula- 
tion, including interest on the 
same, except the amount issued 
to Swartwout and others, which 
is included in the former class, 1,352,291 93 450,763 97 


amanan 


— 


$4,791,686 90 4,190,157 94 
Amounts carried lorward. 
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Ostensible or Equivalent 
face value. value. 
Amounts brought forward, 4,791,686 90 4,190,157 94 


THIRD CLASS. 


The debts under this head should 
be valued at 30 cents on the dollar, 
as having been so available to the 
Government. 


Amount in circulation of the ten 

per cent. stock created by act of 

February 5,1840, for the redemp- 

tion of Treasury notes and audit- 

ed paper, including interest, 1,482,204 00 429,661 20 
Amount in circulation of the eight ° 

per cent. stock created by the 

same act, including interest, 30,948 00 10,784 40 


FOURTH CLASS. 


The debts under this head should 
be valued at 25 cents on the dollar, 
as having been so available to the 
Government. 


Amount of audited Drafts in cir-- 
culation, deducting the amount 


allowed above as par issue, - 187,384 40 46,846 10 
Amount of Treas. Notes in circu- 
lation, including interest, 3,339,690 21 634,922 55 


Amount of eight per cent. Bonds in 
circulation, including interest, 1,263,288 00 315,822 00 


eed 


Totals, $11,050,201 51 5,528,195 19 
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_ Recapitulation of the equivalent value of each Class. 


First Class, 3,439,394 97 
Second do 450,763 97 
Third do 0,445 60 
Fourth do 1,197,590 65 


re 


Total of equivalent value, $5,528,195 19 


JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


‘Comptroller’s Office, : 
Austin, Dec. 3d, 1847. 


REMARKS 
Referring to the foregoing Statement. 


The drafts issued under the Exchequer System are not in- 
eluded in thedoregoing statement, as they have all been redeem- 
ed in specie, except a few, which can be paid on presentation. 
1 have also left out the small amount of Exchequer bills now in 
circulation, as they will be absorbed in the payment of the re- 
venue now due. 

The classification of the several issues according to the ave- 
rage rate at which each has been available to the government, 
is made partly from what data I could derive from the records 
of the government, and partly from my own knowledge of the 
claims. 

Itis impossible to ascertain from the date of their original 
issue, what they were worth when last paid out, for a bill may 
have been first issued in 1837, when at par, and after returning. 
to the Treasury, may have been re-issued the year following, 
when worth 75 cents on the dollar, and so on, until 1841, when 
it may have been paid outfor the last time, at one-sixth ofits 
ostensible value. I have therefore assigned to each class an 
average rate of equivalent value, except those which from their 
character ought to be rated at par. 

The Stock Bonds issued to Swartwout and others, for men- 
ey actually advanced during the early part of the revolution, as 
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also, those issued in redemption of Land Sccip, at the same 
rate at which it was sold by the government for cash, or its 
equivalent, ought both in justice to be redeemed at par, and I 
have estimated them accordingly. | 

The amount claimed by Mr. Frederick Dawson and others, 
and James Holford and associates, as the value of the Naval 
vessels furnished by them, wus originally by the former $280,- 
000, and by the latter $90,014 84, but owing to the failure of 
the Government to meet the demands at maturity, double the 
sum, in ten per cent. bonds were issued, according to the pre- 
vious agreement, to cover the debt, Ihave therefore allowed 
for the whole amount of the bonds. Mr. Dawson and those in- 
terested with him, have memorialized the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States for the payment of the bonds held by them, on the 
grounds, that by the annexation compact between the two Gov- 
ernments, “it was required by Texas, to cede to the General Gov- 
“ernment among other public property, all her navy, navy yards, 
“arms, and armaments, and in compliance, she has given up to 
“the U. States all that was left to her of this very navy, furnish- 
“ed by (them) your petitioners?’ They further add, that by 
annexation, ‘lexas has been deprived of her duties on imposts, 
which was solemnly pledged for the “faithful liquidation of the 
interest and principal of these bonds, &e.” The committee of 
claims of the Senate reported favorably on the memorial. They 
use the following language in the conclusion of the report: 
“That the United States having become possessed of the iden- 
tical vessels furnished by the memorialists, and also of the pub- 
lic revenues of Texas pledged for their payment, are properly 
responsible for the discharge of that obligation to the memo- 
rialists, which the Republic of Texas justly incurred, and uni- 
formly regarded as binding and sacred.” In view ofall the 
facts, the committee recommend the payment of the claims by 
the United States, and report a bill for that purpose. ‘The bill 
did not become a law, owing, as I have understood, to the short 
time the Congress remained in session after the report was 
made. That the General Government will at an early day pro~ 
vide for this demand, which by every principle of equity. she is - 
bound so to do, I have no doubt; but, until she does, of course 
Texas considers herself responsible. ‘I have consequently in- 
cluded the amountin the preceding statement. 

The Consolidated Fund created by act of June Ist, 1837, 
could it be analyzed, would be subject to the greatest variety 
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of equivalent rates, and hence it is more difficult to average 
them in this, than in any other fund. In it we e invested large 
amounts ot liabilities, which the Government had issued to the 
investors, as of per value, and Lad} expected to redeem a: - 
cordingly. Other investments were made in it of claims which 
had been bought at a discount, and on speculation ; but all 
equally under the firm belief that the bonds of the fund would 
eventually be redeemed at their ostensible value, which was 
not the case in the investments of other Texian Stocks. I have 
conse juently rated it higher than the other depreciated debts, 
considering it entitled to more consideration, as ity issues have 
directly or indirectly been available to ‘the Government for a 
greater “pro rata” amount, than any other. It is also, now 
generally in the hands of the original funders, and has been 
less subject to speculation, in consequence of its being trans- 
ferable ‘only on the books of thé Stock Otlice. 

It is considered that the next in value, is the ten per cent. 
Stock, created by act of Feb. Sth, 1840, for the redemption of 
Treasury Notes. ‘Ibe holtlers of these notes, by investing them 
in this fund. surrendered a currency which they could use for 
revenue purposes, and received one which they could not, un- 
der the assurance that the interest of the latter would be paid. 
‘The amount of revenue currency thas withdrawn from the mar- 
ket, had a natural tendency to sustain the value of what was 
left in circulation, and the ‘reasary notes would doubtless have 
depreciated more rapidly, had it not been for this circumstance. 
As the interest failed to be paid, after the investor had relin- 
quished for it the use of a revenue currency, which his invest- 
meut aided in upholding, I consider the bonds of this fund en- 
titled to a higher value than Promissory Notes. 

The value assigned to Treasury Notes, is estimated on the 
same plan as other liabilities, according to the average of what 
they yielded to the Government. The first issue made in the 
fall of 1887. and the spring of 1838, was $650,000, and passed 
from the Treasury at par. They soon commenced deprecia- 
ting, and went gradually down, so that in 18-41, thé Govern- 
ment was compelled to pay them out atfrom 12 to 15 cents on 
the dollar. The rate given them is equitable as an average, both 
to the Goveinment and the holders. As the Eight per cent. 
bonds were mainly on the same footing as Treasury Notes, 
they have been included in the same rate. 

Interest has been calculated on the liabilities which were iz- 
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sued, as being subject to it, according to their tenor, from and 
after the last payments of interest. ` 

Although the larger portion of Treasury Notes in circulation 
were not issued to pay interest, on the grounds of equity, I 
have allowed on them five per cent. per annum, from the time 
when they ceased to be taken for imposts ; as they were issued 
on the credit of the revenue ‘or which they were to be received, 
and thus acquired a higher value than they could have done 
without that pledge of redemption. They are,as I consider, 
justly entitled to interest since that pledge was withdrawn, 
which was the Ist of Feb., 1842. . 
J. B. SHAW, Compt. 


Mr. Haynie introduced a joint resolution donating certain 
public property to the Methodist church. . 

Read first time. A 

a Haynie moved a suspension ofthe rule. 

ost. 

Mr. Anderson introduced a bill to validate the acts of Thom- 
as Wm. Ward, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Crump introduced a bill to locate the seat of justice of 
Austin county. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Lamar introduced a joint resolution protesting against 
the relinquishment to Mexico of the country south and west of 
the Rio Grande, conquered by and in the possession of ‘the 
United Strtes. i 

Read a first time. , 

A. message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. N. C. Raymond, informing the House that the Sen- 
ate had passed an act authorizing the Governor to employ an 
express-man to inform the Hon. Sam. Houston of his election, 
without amendment, and that they had suspended all rules. 

Mr. Lamar introduced a joint -resolution respecting the in- 
corporation of a portion of the conquered Provinces or States 
of the Republic of Mexico into the State of Texas, with the 
consent of the United States, and respecting a cession of a por- 
tion of the northern part of Texas to the United States. 

Read a first time. 
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On, motion of Mr. Burroughs, tae resolution offered by Mr. 
Willie, was taken u 

Mr. Crutcher, moved to amend by inserting the words, “that 
so much thereof as relates to the resolutions sent to His Ex- 
cellency by the Governors of other States, be referred to the 
committee on Federal Relations.” 

Lost. , 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend by inserting the words, “and 
that the several committees be instructed to report to the House 
what portion of the several reports shall be printed.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Willie moved to amend by inserting the word “Treasu- 
rer” after the word * Gor piepie: Mia 

Carried. . 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tions as amended, and carried. 

The chair announced the following’ committees through the 
chief clerk: 

Committee on the Penitentiary—Messrs. Potter, Dooley, 
Anderson, Crutcher, Edwards, Wilder, Sadler, Epperson and 
Moseley. 

Committee on Roads and Public Highways—Messrs. Ly- 
ons, Neal, Sterne, Shaw and Stuart. 

Committee on Post Routes—Messrs. Haynie, Eddy, Caruth- 
os Neal, Wren, Miller, of C., Burroughs and Goode. 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, Mr. Reagan was added to the 
J udiciary committee.’ 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Bogart was added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, Mr. Winkler was added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mt. Burroughs, Mr. Allen was added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, Mr. Anderson was added to the 
Judiciary committee. , 

On motion of Mr. Yaylor, Mr. Walling was added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Webb introduced a joint resolution prescribing the mode 
of voting at popular elections. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill requiring certain land ti- 
tles to be recorded. 
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Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, Mr. Robertson was added to the 
committee on Post Routes. 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, Mr. Runnels was added to tlie 
committee on Post Routes. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, the House adjourned to 2 o ‘clock, 
p. m. 


2 o'clock, p. m. 


The House met. 
¥ 
Roll called—quorum present. 


Mr. Allen introduced a bill to regulate the salaries of Dis- 
trict Attorneys. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported that they had examined a joint resolution authorizing 
the Governor to employ an express-man, to inform the Hon. 
Sam. Houston of his election, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled. 

Repert adopted. we 

Mr. Sterne introduced a joint resolution abolishing the of- 
fice of Chief Justice. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Anderson introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be requested to obtain from 
the proper Department, a copy of the Constitution for each 
member of the House of Representatives. 


Read and adopted. 


Mr. Moseley introduced the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the committe on Printing be instructed to 
have printed 66 copies of the joint resolution this day present- 
ed by the Representative from San Patricio, for the use of the 
House. ‘ 


Rejected. 


Mr. Walling introduced the following resolution : . 

Beit Resolved, That this House take no action on any debt 
or claim that may be set out against-the late Republic of Tex- 
as, nor pass no relief law, to benefit no person; living in this 
State nor out of it; and that this House will appoint a special 
committee to draft some general law on that subject, and that 
the Speaker appoint said committee, 


Read, and on motion of Mr. Cunningham, referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the message was taken up and 
read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Allen, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. > 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the House adjourned to to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o’clock. 


House of Representatives. 
Austin, Dec. 17, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of 
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L. Davis of R, Eddy, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, 
Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, Me Neill,Miller of H., Mil- 
ler of C., Milican, Moseley, Pease, Potter, Rayner, Rains, 
Railey, Reagan, Renfro, Rogers, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, 
Shaw, Stuart, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Webb, 
Winkler, Wilder and White. 


A quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Shannon presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Fannin county, praying relieffor Thomas M. Allen, 
_ Read, and on motion of Mr. Miller of H., referred to the 
committee on Finance. : 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Printing, report- 
ed, that in accordance with a resolution of the House. requiring 
them to contract for 10 copies of the “Texas Democrat” for 
each member of the House, and forthe printing of 1000 copies 
of the Governor’s message, beg leave to report, that they have 
contracted with the editors of the “Democrat,” for the number 
of papers required, and for printing, as per endorsed memo- 
randum, which is subject to the confirmation of the House. If 
not instructed to the contrary, the committee will make the 
contract final. 


Adopted. 


Mr. Runnels introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of the passage ofa law by this 
Legislature, affixing a period for the location and survey of 
all claims upon the present unappropriated public domain, and 
report to this House atas early a day as practicable. 


Read and adopted. 
Mr. Reagan introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the propriety of passing a law, specifying 
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a time at which the issuance of certificates shall cease, and that 
said committee report at the earliest practicable period. 


Read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be’ entitled an act fixing the 
time at which the regular sessions of the Legislature of this 
State shall convene. ` 
`~ Read first time. i 

‘Mr. Reagan introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of passing a law to provide for the 
translation of papers of grants to lands made in the Spanish 
language into the English language, and for the regording of 
said papers ig the county clerk’s office of the counties in which 
the lands may be situated, and that said committee report at 
the earliest practicable period. | 

Read and adopted. a i 

Mr Bogart introduced a bill to require all headright certifi- 


cates to be proven up in a given period. 
Read first tfme. 


Mr. Lyons introduced the following resolution : 


4 


Resolved, the Senate concurring, that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office be, and he is hereby authorized to 
employ some competent person to visit the different counties in 
this State, for the purpose of making correct maps and draw- 
ings of allcounties that may not be already provided for ; and 
this resolution to take effect from and after its passage. 


Read first time. 
Mr. Pease introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee of three to 
ascertain and report a mode of examining the votes, and decla- 
ring the persons elected Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
and that the Senate be requested to appoint a like committee to 
act jointly with the committee of this House. 


Read and adopted. 
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The chair appointed Messrs. Pease, McNeill and Bogart, 

said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the orders of the day were 
taken up. 

A joint resolution protesting against the relinquishment to 
Mexico of the country south and west of the Rio Grande, con- 
quered by and in the possession of the United States. 

Read a second time and referred to committee on Federal 
Relations. 

A joint resolution respecting the incorporation of a portion 
of the conquered Provinces or States of the Republic of Mexico 
into the State of Texas, with the consent of the United States, 
and respecting acession of a portion of the northern part of 
Texas to the United States. 

Read a second time. ê 

AIr. McCown moved to refer the resolution to the commit- 
tee on County Boundaries. 

Lost. 

Mr. Sadler moved to refer the resolution to the committee 
on State Affairs. : 

Carried. 

An act to reguiate the salaries of District Attorneys. 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, referred to the Judiciary com- 
_ mittee. 

À joint resolution abolishing the office of Chief J ustice : 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, referred to the J udiciary com- 
mittee. 

A bill requiring certain land titles to be recorded : 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, referred to the Judiciary 
committee. ; 

An act prescribing the mode of voting at all popular elec- 
tions: 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Webb moved to refer it to the Judiciary committee. 

Lost. à 

Mr. Rayner moved its reference to the committee on Privi- 
eges and Elections. 

Carried. 
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NAME OF ASSESSOR AND | including Re-| Credits in- | Ba'anco on account 
COLLECTOR COUNTY,- cord Assessm’t.!| cluding Re- due. of 1847, - 
: ‘ = : cord Assnv’t. | ae a oo 
Win. M. Gibson, | Anderson, l 059 10 80 
"S. Rrown, Angelina, 349 43 32 
R. MeNutt, AuStin, 3g; 1,960 16 762 & 
A. D. Hont, Bastrop, 2,930 65 245 06 
J. L. Truehart, Bexar, 62] 4,155 49 1,067 87 
L. Morris, Bowie, 207 29| 1,186 
J. Doekrill, Brazoria, 1,546 58] 4,738 
J. B. Callicoate, |Brazos, 170 39) 424. 
W. A. King, Burleson, 84| 1,580 67 39 
T. Watson, Cass. 10} 1,181 30) 844 
J. Gibson, Cherokee, 1,181 144 --——| -5767 
L. Searcy, Collin, 532 68| 169 34 
W, A. Naill, Colorado, 1,417 86; 174 63 
C. W. Thomae, Comal, 76 76| 680 86 
B. Merrill, Dallas, 868 166 —— 16 44 
H. Medlin, Denton, 4 48 23 49 
J. MeCrabb, De Witt, 849 86} —— 3 00 
`R. P. Murry, Fannin, _ 1,530 86) 446 75 
J. W. McKissick, |Fayette, 2,822 $9] 1,855 52 
H. J. Parkersen, [Fort Bend, Bil 2127 26) 69298 
L. P. Sundberg, . (Galveston, 64, 6,697 % 259 15 
C. A. Russell, Goliad, 1,736 44 66 
D. Hanna, Gonzales, E 1,701 01 90. 8 
U. Burns, Grayson, &45 69} 248 43 
F. Brigance, Grimes, &l 8,157 15 89 7Y 
W. G. King, Guadalupe, 1,383 79 145 62 
W. G. Evans, Harris, 18; 4.445 43 1,003 30 
H. S. Hope, Harrison, 293 76| 3,442 07 
-J. E. Chism, Henderson, 58: 1,251 31) 275 22 
R. E. Matthews, [Hepkins, 266 59} 274 31 
B. Clark, ` Heuston, 931 1,889 8&4) 611 69 
H. Banta, Hunt, 122 3s 19 58 102 80 
J. M. White, Jackson, 1,885 05) 1,456 66 21 61 
W. C. Anderson, ‘Jasper, 788 61; 482 5s} 326 08 . 
3. Wilson, Lamar, 1,822 6% 2,400 9 578 85 
G. Zumwalt, LaVaca, 818 29 793 Ol] . 25 28 
B. King, Leon, 1,113 93) 1,055 54 58 39 
W. Brooks, Liberty, 2,314 96| 1,085 5t] 1,229 42 
P. C. Whittaker, |L'mestene, 1,405 55] 1,457 75) — 52 20 
J. Mackey, Matagorda, - 8,£72 62) 3.757 78 285 11- 
J. Gross, Milam, 8,298 85! 3,822 9:) -—— -29 06 
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Bexar, 1,161,225, 2,753 45] 33417 3,087 62| 1487615) | 3458 23| ` E o 
Bowie 55284] 1331 69 339 6) B08 23) 1708 BaT 1a 
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Of the different species of taxable property comprised in the above statement, and.the amount of tax accruing 
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FOR 1846. 
44,729,174 aeres of land, valued at 27.520,223 Pax thereon 55,040 44 
23,982 town lots, “ 2.589, 176 5,078 35 
i 32,164 negroes, “&  & 10,488,248 a “ 20977 10 
j . 35.648 horses, © m 1504288 “ s 3.058 58 
832,733 cattle, ' ae “ —1,510.950 " ‘£ 302: 90 
 MŽcellaneous property, ti “ 1,089855 Sf t 2,179 71 
Total value of property assessed and tax thereon, $44,653,040. 89,306 68 
s Poll Tax, 15.310 00. 
« Amount of License Tax as above, — E 13.830 38 


Total, $118,416 46, 


FOR 1847. l 
47,703,807 acres of land, valued at 29,980,394 Tax thereon, 59,350 7 : 


21,549 town lots, ee 2055814 © to 5,911 63. 
33,003 negroes, #8 ii 10,7286; 221 f Gi 2F,512 44 
39,274 horses, a “ ç 1,4%2,526 “ 2,245 05 | 
399,330 cattle, at * 1,625,135 “ S 8,250 27 
Miscellaneous property, “ “ 1,619,215 © 3,224 43 
Total value of property assessed, and tax thereon, ‘$40,222,305, 96,444 61 
& Poll Tax, 17,372 60 
10.511 61 


“ Amount of License "Pax as above,. 


`~ 


Total, $124,329 223 
JAMES B. SHAW, Consptroleg 


ComPTROLLER’s Orricr, 


4 Axstin, Decemper 3d, 1847. g. oe 
á > 
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An act locating the seat of justice of Austin county : 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, ordered to be engrossed. 

An act validating the acts of Thomas Wm. Ward, Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office; 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of My. Anderson, laid on the table until the Ist 
day of January next. nE 

A bill donating certain- public property to the Methodist 
Church : 

Read a second time. 

‘Mr. Stout moved to amend by inserting the word “South,” 
after the word “Church.” 

Carried. . 

Mr, Moseley moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Lost. ` 

Mr. Irion moved to refer the bill to the committee on Pub- 
lie Buildings. 

Lost. 

Mr. Reagan moved to refer the bill to the committee on Fi- 
nance. . 

Lost. 

Mr. Bogart moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to amend by inserting the words— 
“Provided the said church pay or cause to þe paid tothe Treas- 
urer of the State of Texas, the sum of ten dollars for each and 
eyery door, sash or window shutter they may wish, at and be- 
fore the taking of the same.” 5 

Lost. ; 

Mr. Anderson moved the previous question. 

The yeas and nays being called, stood, 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher, 
Davis of L, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Kee- 
nan, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., Milican, McNeill, 
Weal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertsog Rogers, Railey, 
Sadler, Shannon, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Wil- 
lie, Wilder, and Wren—36. 

Nays—Messrs. Speake Bourland, Burroughs, Caruthers, 
Crump, Cunningham, Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, 
Gilliam, Irion, Miller of C., Mosely, McCown, Renfro, Reagan, 

: a ne Truitt, Winkler, Wheeler and White—23. 
arried. ; 
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A resolution to fix the time at which the two Houses shall 
meet to count the votes for Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor: 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Webb moved to amend by inserting 3 o’clock. 

Mr. McNeill moved to amend by inserting the word “Satur- 
day,” after the words “ten o’clock.” 

Carried. ae 

ar Miller of H. moved to lay on the table. 

ost. ; 
i The question on Mr. Webb’s afnendment was taken, and 
ost. 

Mr. Reagan moved to insert after the words “ten o'clock,” 
the words “in the Representative Hall.” 

-Carried. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend by striking out the word “ten” 
before the word “o’clock,” and inserting the word “nine.” 

Carried. ` 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, and carried, 

Mr, Sadler in the chair. 

Mr. Anderson intròduced a joint resolution to establish the 
county of Plumb Creek. | 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to suspend the rule. | 

Lost. 

Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to be entitled a ‘ Pro- 
bate Law.” ; 

Read a first time, in part. 

Mr. Potter moved to dispense with the further reading. 

Lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the further reading of the Pro-. 
bate Law was dispensed with. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. N.C. Raymond, informing the House that they had 
appointed Messrs. Perkins, Clark and Brashear, a committee on 
the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with a like com- 
mittee on the part of the House, to ascertain and report a mode 
of examining the votes and declaring the person elected Gov- 
ernér and Lieutenant-Governor: and also that they have ap- 
pointed Messrs. Abbott, Phillips, Wallace, Bourland and Bra- 
shear, a committee to act in conjunction with a like committee’ 
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on the part of the House, for the purpose of drawing up suita- 
ble instructions to our members in the United States Congress, 
relative to Post Routes in this State. ; 

Mr. Reagan introduced a joint resolution granting further’ 
time for the payment of government dues and the return of 
field notes. - . 

Read a first time. . 

Mrr Lott introduced an act requesting the Adjutant General 
to report. . 

Read a first time, 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, Mr. Haynie was added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, Mr. Lott was added to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, Mr. Sterne was added to the com- 
mittee on Post Routes: ; 

Mr. Gilliam introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Tax 
Assessors. 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the House adjourned until 2 o’clock, 
p m. - 


2 o'clock, p. m. 


House met. Roll was called, and a quorum found present. 


The Speaker announced a communication on the Speaker’s 
table, which, 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Potter moved to refer the communication to a select 
committee. l 

Carried. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Potter, Anderson, Willie, Ro- 
gers and Rains said committee. 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee appointed fo report 
the mode of examining the votes for Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor, presented the following resolution: 


a 


¥ 
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Resolved, that the two Houses shall assemble in the Hall of 
the House of Representatives , on Saturday, the 18th inst., at 10 
o'clock, a. m., and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
shall be the presiding officer. That one person be appointed 
teller on the part .of the Senate, and two on the part of the 
House of Representatives, to make a list of the votes as they 
shall be published and declared. That the Speaker shall open 
and publish all the returns of votes for Governor and Lieuten- 
ant Governor, that may be in his possession. That the result 
shall be delivered by the tellers to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, who shall announce the state of the vote, and 
the persons elected, to the two Houses assembled as aforesaid ; 
which shall be deemed a declaration by the Speaker, under the 
direction of the Legislature, of the persons elected Governor and 

Lieutenant Governor of the State of Texas, and together with 
list of the votes shall be entered on the Journals of the two 
Touses. 


Read, and on motion of Mr. Sadler, adopted. 
Mr. Eddy introduced the following resolution: . 


Resolved, That the committee on the Land Office be instruet- 
ed to enquire what amount of land claims have been issued by 
the Board of Land Commissioners for the several counties in 
this State, since the last session of the Legislature, and returned 
to the General Land Office: the number and class so issued 
by the respective Boards, for the information of this House. 


Read and adopted. 
Mr. Anderson introduced a bill to be entitled an act to ena- ` 
ble the legal representatives of those who fell at the taking of 
the Alame, to procure the land to which they may be entitled 
under the law of the late Republic of Texas. 
Read a first time. ` - . 
‘Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitled an act to change 
the time of holding elections for members to the Congress of . 
the United States,and members of the State Legislature. 
Read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Burroughs, the House adjourned to to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o’clock. l 
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House of Representatives, 


City of Austin, Dec. 18,1847. * 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 7 


The roll was called, and the following members answered to 
their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, 
Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis 
of R, Dooley, Eddy, Etiwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, 
Miller of H., Miller of C., Milican, Moseley, McCown, McNeil, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, 
Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stott, Stoddard, Taylor, Truitt, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Wilder and Wren. $ 


A. quorum present. The journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. ' - 


Mr. Bogart presented a document purporting to be election 
returns from Titus county. 
The chair announced that the hour had arrived for counting 
the votes for Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 
. On motion of Mr. Keenan, the House took a recess of fifteen 
minutes. 


House met—a quorum present. 


A message was received frọm the Senate through their Sec- 
retary,. Mr. N. C. Raymond, informing the House that the 
Senate would meet the House in the Representative Hall, at 
10 o’clock to-day, for the purpose of counting the votes for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, in accordance witha re- 
solution reported by a joint comfaittee of both Houses, ap- 
pointed for that purpose, which resolution the Senate have 
adopted. l 


e 
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The chair announced a communication received through the 
Postoffice. addressed to the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, endorsed election returns from Harrison county. 


Mr. Bourland introduced the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That the 
chief clerk thereof be instructed to purchase a stove for the use 
of said House, and that the said chief Clerk also employ some 
suitable person to put said stove up, and the expenses therefor 
be paid out of the contingent fund of this Legislature.” 

Read and adopted. 


The Lieutenant Governor and members of the Senate were 
announced at the bar of the House. 
The chair invited His Excellency, the Lieutenant Governor, 


to aseat on the right of the Speaker, and the Senators, to seats 
prepared for them. ; 

The houses in joint session proceeded to count the votes for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 


The chair appointed, on the part of House, Messrs. Fields 
and Rayner, tellers. i 


For Governor, Mr. Geo. T. Wood, received 7,154 votes. 
ís 6s 


« J. B. Miller, « 5106 « 
se H “ N.H. Darnell, “ 1276  “ 
C E: “J. J. Robinson, “ 379 t 
" “ I Van Zandt, u = 79 ti 
For Lieutenant Governor, Mr. John A. Greer rec'd 4,850 votes. 
ry ee a6 sé EB. Waller (44 2,979 té 
« “ 7 « E.H. Tarrant, “ 3,589 “ 
k; , “ee íi <4 J. A. Haynie e 327 “ 


Messrs. Wood and Greer having received a majority of 
votes, were declared by the Speaker duly elected Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Texas, for the term oftwo 
years from the date of their installation. 

The Senate returned to*their chamber. 


Mr. Moseley introduced the following resolution: 
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Be it resolved, That the Speaker of this House appoint a 
committee of three, to act in conjunction with alike committee 
on the part of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellency, the 
Governor elect, and inform him of his election. 

Mr. Potter moved to amend by inserting the words “and 
Lieutenant Governor” between the words “ Governor and 
elect.” 

Carried. - 

Mr. Lyons moved to strike out the word “ three” after the 
word “ committee,” and insert the word “ five.” 

Lost. : = 

Mr. Burroughs moved to amend by inserting the words— 
“and ascertain when it will suit their convenience to take the 
oath of office.” j ; 

Carried. . 

The question was then taken and carried- on the adoption 
resolution as amended. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Moseley, Keenan and Shannon 
ea committee to wait on their excellencies, the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor elect. 

Mr. Webb moved the House adjourn until Monday morn- 
ing, 9 o'clock. 

ost. , 
On motion of Mr. Willie, the House adjourned until Mon- 


day morning, 10 o’clock. ° 


, 


Ld 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, December 20th, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, 5 

And the following members answered to-their names : 
Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, Bry- 


an, Caruthers, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of R., Davis of L., 
Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, 
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Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller 
of H.: Milican, McCown, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, 
Reagan, Robertson, Rodgers, Railey, Runnels, Sadler,Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wilder. 


A quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Stout presented the petition of Mordecai Fleming; read, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

Referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Gilliam presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
River county, praying relief for Jacob Dakan. 

Read, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of James Cole, praying 
for relief, which, Mr. Haynie moved be referred to the commig- 
tee on Claims and Accounts, without reading. 

Lost. 

The petition was then read, and _ 

On motion of Mr.. Irion, 

Referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Jewett, Grimes 
and Bourland a committee, to act in conjunction witha like 
committee on the part of the House, to wait upon the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor elect, and inform them of their elec- 
tion: Also, to know at what time it will suit their conven- 
ience to be installed into office, and make suitable preparations. 


Mr. Shannon presented the petition of John Wilson, contest- 
ing the seat of the Hon. H. R. Runnels, with accompanying 
documents. ‘ 


Read, and referred to the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. BF, os 


Mr. Eddy presented the petition of Starling McGraw. 
. Read, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


Mn Potter presented the petition of George W. Hockley. 
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Read, and 
On motion of Mr. Potter, 
Referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Mr. Potter presented the petition of Wm. M. Hudson. 
Read, and referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following report: 


Your committee on Federal Relations, to whom were refer- 
red the resolutions relative to “siavery and the Mexican war,” 
of the State of Vermont, beg leave to report that they have ex- 
amined the same, and recommend the passage of the accompa- 
nying preamble and resolutions, responsive thereto. 

Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 


—— 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the committe on Federal Relations’ 
made the following report: 


Your committee, to whom wére referred the resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, in 
the month of March in the present year, in relation to a bill ap- 
propriating money to prosecute the war, or negociate peace 
with Mexico, which had passed the House of Representatives 
of the Congress of the United States, with the following “Pro- 
viso” attached thereto: “Provided, that, as an express and 
fundamental condition to the acquisition of any territory from 
the Republic of Mexico by the United States, by virtue of any 
treaty which may be negoeiated between them, and to the use 
by the Executive of the monies herein appropriated, neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist in any part of 
said territory, except for crime, whereof the party shall be first 
duly convicted,” have had the same under consideration, and 
ask leave most respectfully to report— ° l : 

That they fully concur in the sentiments of the resolutions 
referred to, as well as for the reasons assigned, as also for the 
marked and decided character displayed by the Representatives 
ofa nec people, asserting the legitimate dnd equal rights to 
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which, as à State, they are entitled under the enumerated pow- 
ers of the General Government. Your committee entertain the 
belief, that, by the rules of the social compact, independent of 
the consideration of rights not ceded, such a Proviso as the one 
known as the “ Wilmot Proviso” is an open and wanton attack 
upon the great and essential privileges and rights of the slave- 
holding States ; that it tends to break down the known barriers 
between their Constitutions and the Constitution of the United 
States ; that it is subversive of individual right, and political 
rule, and destructive of those great blessings, which, as a free 
people, we have heretofore enjoyed. 

Being duly impressed with these opinions, we would most 
earnestly recommend the passage of the following resolutions.” 

Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. ’ 


Mr. Moseley, chairman of the committee appointed to act in 

` conjunction with a like eommittee on the part of the Senate, to 

wait on the Governar and Lieutenant Governor elect, and know 
of them at what time it will suit their convenience to be installed, 
reported duty performed, and that the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. would meet the two Houses of the Legislature on 
Tuesday, at 2 o’clock, p. m., for that purpose. 


Mr. Sterne introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 
to enquire into, and report at the present session of the Legis- 
lature, some practicable mode of ascertaining and settling the 
outstanding liabilities of the late Republic of Texas. 

Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 


Mr. Lyons introduced the following resolution : 


Resoived, That the committee on Roads and Public High- 
ways, “enquire into the expediency of establishing a State 
Road from some point in Harrison county, on the State Line, 
(on the most practicable route,) to Laredo, on the Rio Grande, 
and report to this House. 


Read and rejected. 
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Mr. Epperson introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committe of five be appointed by 
the Speaker, to act in conjunction with a like committee ap- 
pointed from the Senate, to recommend suitable measures for 
the apportionment of representation in conformity with the 
27th Section of the Third Article of the Constitution.” 

Read and adepted. 


Mr. Reagan introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on the Land Office be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the propriety of passing alaw togive to each 
county in this State, its own.county surveyor, map and records, 
and that saidecommittee report at the earliest practicable peri- 


od. 
Read and adopted. 


Mr. Stout introduced the following resolution ; 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed, composed 
of one member from each Judicial District, to take into conside- 
ration the propriety of the passage of an act to raise a perma- 
nent Jury Fund, so as to secure to the Juror pay at the time he 
renders his service, and that said committee report to this 
House by bill or otherwise, at as-early a day as practicable. 


Read and adopted. 5 ` 
Mr. Epperson introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, that the Secretary of State be requested to furnish 
the House of Representatives with a copy of the census of the 
various counties ofthe State, so far as are in his possession, at as 
early a period as practicable. < 


Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. i 


Mr. Potter introduced an act to establish Publie Schools in 
the county of Galveston, 


Read a first time. 
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Mr. Bogart introduced an act establishing more permanently 
the seat of Justice of Collin county. 

Read a first time. i 

Mr. Walling introduced a joint resolution relative to Tax 
Assessors, 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Winkler introduced an act to provide a method of as- 
certaining what lands have been forfeited to the State. 

Read a first time. 
; Mr. Walling introduced, an act to. preveut working on Sun- 

ay. 
Read a first time, 


Mr. Burroughs introduced the following resolution: 


“4 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 

tives be required to send to each of our Senators and Repre- 

sentatives in the United States Congress, ọne copy of the Tex- 

as Democrat, as often as it may be published during the ses- 

sion ofthe Legislature: also one copy of any document the 
House may have printed. i 


Read and adopted. 
Mr. Robertson introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved; That the Speaker appoint a committee on the- 
part ofthe House, to act in conjunction witha like committee 
on the part of the Senate, to make arrangements for the inau- 
guration of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 

Read and adopted. ° 
k The chair appointed Messrs. Robertson, Dooley and Davis 
offEL., said committee. l 

Mr. Moseley introdueed an act to provide for the removal of 
county seats of justice. 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Anderson introduced the following resolution. 


Resolved, That the committee on Education be instructed to 
present a plan for educational purposes,‘and also regulations’ 
and rules for such plan asin their judgment may be expedi- 
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ent; that any system of education under the provision of the 
constitution shall be general. 


On motion of Mr. Stout, 
The orders of the day were taken up. 


A resolution requesting the Adjutant General to report, &e. 
. Read a second time, and . 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

Referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

A Joint-Resolution granting further time for the payment of 
government dues and the return of field notes. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. McNeill referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, 

A bill to change the time of holding elections for members 
to the Congress of the United States, and members of the 
State Legislature. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stout, referred to the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and elections. 

A bill to enable the representatives of those who fell at the 
Alamo to get the quantity of land to which they are entitled 
under the laws of the Republic of Texas. ; 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Anderson referred to the Judiciary com- 
raittee. 

An act to establish the county seat of Plumb Creek. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, referred to the committee on 
Counties and County boundaries. 

A Joint resolution for the relief of Tax Assessors. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance, 

A Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to have maps made out ofthe different coun- 
ties. 

Read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Irion, referred to ‘the Committee on the 
Land Office. 
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A bill fixing the time at which the Legislature shall con- 
venre. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stout referred to the committee on State 
affairs. 

An act requiring head right certificates to be proven up ina 
certain time. 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr, Bogart referred tothe committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The petition of N. Wade was read, and 

On motion of Mi. Sterne, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. ` 

The Probate Law was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

Read by its caption and referred the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart,. 
a Mr. McCown was added to the committee on Military AE 

airs. 
On motion of Mr. Allen, 
The House adjourned until two o’clock, p. m. 


2 o'clock, p. m- 
The House met—roll calied—and a quorum found present. 


The Chair announced two communications addressen to the 
Speaker marked Thredgill vs. Allen. 

Mr. Haynie moved to lay the comia on the table 
until the 4th day of July next. 

Carried. 

By leavè, Mr. Haynie introduced a bill to locate the county 
seat of Hays. 

Read a first time. 

By leave, Mr. Stuart introduced an act to incorporate the 
Union Marine and Fire Insurance company. 

Read a first time. 
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Mr. Epperson introduced an act prescribing the mode of 
electing the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Fields introduced a Joint Resolution requesting’ our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to procure the pas- 
sage of a law to compel the Judge of the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Texas to reside permanéntly 
within his Dis'rict. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stout introduced an act authorizing the county Court 
of Red River county, to have the records in books A. B. and C., 
of Deeds, Mortgages and other Instruments of writing now in 
the Office of the Clerk of said county transcribed. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan moved the House adjourn to-morrow morning 
9 o’clock. 

Lost. 

Mr.. Crutcher moved the House adjourn to to-morrow 2 o- 
clock, p. m. > ` 

Carried. l 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Dec. 21, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bourland, 
Burroughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutchers, Cunningham, 
Davisof L., Robertson Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Ep- 
person, Fields, Gillaim, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Kee- 
nan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Milican, McCown, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 
Robertson, Railey,*Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, 
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Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Winkler, 
Wheeler, and Wren. 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


On motionof Mr. Dooley, f 

Mr. Lewis came forward, presented his credentials, took the 
oath prescribed by the Constitution, and his seat. i 

A.message was received from his Excellency, the Governor 
with three several communications in writing, which 

On motion of Mr. Lott, were taken up and read in part. 

Mr. Bourland moved to dispense with the further reading of 
the communications. 

Carried. 

Mr. Taylor presented the following communication from 


Mr. Wilder. 


Austin, Dee. 21, 1847. 


. To the Hon. Speaker, and 
Gentlemen of the House af Representatives: 


Intelligence of a most melancholy character has just reach- 
ed me from Home. ‘Since my separation from my family: 
death has deprived me of my two eldest children, and I have 
reasons to fear of my youngest also. In my present state of 
mind, I feel that Ican be of noservice to my constituents 
or the Fouse, and that it would be consoling to my distressed 
family, as well as myself, for us to be together in this, the sea- 
son of our affliction. My feelings, gentlemen, can easily be . 
appreciated byyau all. I therefore, respectfully ask that, un- 
der the circumstances of my situation. I may have permissio: 
to return home. z 

I have the.honor to be very respectfully, &c., sigrfed 

E. M. WILDER. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, l 
Leave of absence was granted to the Hon. E. M. Wilder. 


_€9 


Mr. Lamar moved the Chief Clerk be allowed a second as- 
tant Clerk. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Mr. Neal was added to the committee on printing. 


Mr. Robertson introduced the,following preamble and res- 
olution. i 


Whereas, the people of the State of Texas, have learned 
that the remains of the gallant and the brave Major Samuel 
H. Walker will pass through this city in a few days, and as 
our people are eyer desirous to do honor to the memory of so 
distinguished a soldier, 

Be tt therefore unanamously Resolved, That a Joint Commit- 
tee of both Houses of the Legislature be appointed to make 
suitable arrangements for the reception of the remains of the 
late Major Samuel H. Walker. 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Robertson, Chairman of the committee appointed on 
the part of the House to act in conjunction with alike com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate to make arrangements for 
the installation of Governor and Lt. Governor reported duty 
performed. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

- The House took a recess for fifteem minutes. 


The House met—-roll called—and a quorum found present. 


The Hon. President pro tempore and members of the Senate 
were announced at the bar of the House. The chair invited the 
Hon. President pro tem. of the Senate toa seat onthe right of 
the Speaker and the Senators to seats prepared for them. 

His Excellency, J. P. Henderson, Governor, A. C. Horton, 
Lt. Governor, George T. Wood, Governor elect, and J. A. 
Greer, Lt. Governor elect, and the heads of the different De- 
partments of State, were announced at the bar of the House, 
and invited to seats prepared for them. 
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His Excellency, J. P. Henderson, then arose and delivered 
his yaledictory to the two Houses of the Legislature. 

[This address was delivered extemporaneously, and there be- ` 
ing no reporter, a copy could not be procured. ] 


His Excellency, A. C. Horton then delivered the following 
valedictory to the Senate: Me 


Gentlemen of the Senate: r 
My official connection with your body being about to termi- 
nate, I embrace the present moment to tender to you the as- 
surance of my high and grateful appreciation of the honor, 
which, in this relation, I have enjoyed. A relation which, 
apart from the gratifying consideration of public confidence, 
implied by its bestowal, has been rendered still more pleasing 
by uninterrupted courtesy in our intercourse, and the convic- 
tion, on my part, that whenever I have erred, [have been judg- 

ed by you in a spirit of charity and forbearance, 

I congratulate you, upon the general prosperity and happi- 
ness ol our State and nation—forcing upon the minds so viv- 
id a contrast with the distracted condition, and gloomy pros- 
pects of other lands; and I confide in the efficiency of your la- 
bors, the patriotism of your counsels, and a proper. sense of 
gratefulness to Him, in whose hands is the destinies of nations, 
to ensure and perpetuate this happy condition. 

-J leave with you, gentlemen, my warmest wishes for your 
individual happiness—your Legislative usefulness and honor; 
and in taking leave, bid you all, individually and collectively, 
an affectionate farewell. 


" . 
The Speaker then administered the oath of office to George 
T. Wood as Governor, and John A. Greer as Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, for the term of two years from the date of installation. 
His Excellency Governor Wood then delivered his inaugu- 
ral address, in the following words: 


Gentlemen of the Legislature, 
- and Fellow Citizens: — 


The present occasion inspires me with pleasing and greatful 
emotions. Iam deeply affected. bv the recent. manifestation 
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of the partiality of the people of Texas, in conferring upon me 
the distinguished office of Governor of the State; and I avail 
myself of this opportunity to return to them, through their 
honorable representatives, my most sincere and hearty thanks, 
with the solemn assurance, that, in the discharge of the high 
trust so generously confided to me, my highest aim shall be, to 
merit their continued and abiding esteem. ’ 

- I will regard the solemn injunctions of the oath, which the 
Constitution requires me to take, but not more sacredly than 
I will the moral obligations imposed upon me by a brave and ` 
generous people. 

Upon this occasion, a full exposition of my views of State 
policy cannot be expected. At an early day I will recommend 
to the consideration of the Legislature, as the Constitution re- 
quires me to do, such measures as the public interests may 
seem to require. 

To such measures as the Legislature in its wisdom may 
adopt, to promote the public welfare, I can promise an honest 
and cordial co-operation. 

entlemen, I am apprized of the arduousness and responsi- 
bility of the duties which will soon devolve upon me; nor am 
I insensible of my own inexperience and, inability. I there- 
fore, feel less hesitancy in requesting of you, in the outset, your 
aid and reciprocal co-operation. Your patriotisth and intelli- 
gence, together with your uniform courtesy and kindness, is a 
sufficient guarantee to me, that in the constitutional discharge 
of my duties, your valuable assistance will be accorded rea- 
dily and cordially. 

Senators and Representatives! You are. already, active- 
ly engaged in the discharge of your important duties. Your 
constituents, while they have honored you with their prefer- 
ence, have entrusted you with their most sacred interests. I 
will not reflect upon your integrity, by urging upon you the 
importance of a zealous advocacy of, and adherence to such 
measures and principles as will promote their present and 
future prosperity. I will only indulge the hope, that the pres- 
ent session commenced under such auspicious circumstances, 
may result in abundant good to our common constituents. 

During the administration of my predecessor, the rights of 
Texas to her territorial limits, as uniformly asserted, have 
been recognized by the Executive of the United States. The 
invasion of our soil has been repelled, and hurled back upon 
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our vain glorious foe; ard the sword—that alternative long de- 
layed, until forced upon-us by Mexico, has successfully done 
its work of retributive justice upon our obstinate, but now de- 
feated enemy. 

During the progress of the war, in which the patriotism and 
valor of the nation, have been most signally displayed; the. 
conduct of Texians, has sustained their high reputation for 
chivalry, already won on many a hard fought field. They 
have proved themselves among the foremost to march at their 
country’s call—They have fought indhe front ranks of battle; 
and, by their valer and numbers, have added strength to the 
armies of the Union, and fresh laurels to the martial character 
of their State! 

_ As the Executive officer of the State, it will be my effort to 
aid and assist the presént administration of the National Gov- 
ernment, in its general policy; and, especially in a continued 
vigorous prosecution of the war against our common enemy, as 
the only proper means of securing a lasting and honorable 
peace: and, relying upon the support of your honorable bodies, 
I shall endeavor to sustain, to the utmost, our territorial lim- 
its; and guard, with vigilance, the rights af our State, guar- 
anteed by the compact of annexation, and the original com- 
promises of the Federal Constitution. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I would recommend to you, har- 
mony of action. Itis an essentis] element in Legislation. 
Guard against local and sectional prejudices. Let us cultivate 
friendly and social intercourse with each other; and may one 
impulse prompt, and one spirit animate us—a disinterested de- 
sire to prove ourselves worthy servants of a deserving people—so 
that when our labors are ended and we retire to the peaceful 
quietude of our homes, we will bear with us the grateful con- 
sciousness of having acted well our parts, and the welcome 
thanks of a generous constituency will attend us. 

But, gentlemen, as it is human nature to err, we should not 
omit, fn our councils, to invoke the aid of the Supreme Being, 
who, while he is the Fountain of Wisdom, is the Gracious Dis- 
penser of National, as well as individual blessings. 


The Senate returned to their chamber. 


The chair appointed Messrs. Robertson, Allen, Raily, Lew- 


is and McCown, a committee on the part of the House, to 
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make arrangements for the reception of the remains of Major 
Samuel H. Walker. | ‘ 

Mr. Anderson presented the petition ofa portion of the citi- 
zens of DeWitt county, praying relief for William Stein. 

-Read and referred to committée.on the Judiciary. 

By leave, Mr. Anderson introduced a joint resolution for 
the relief of William Stein. © ~~ 

Read first time. © ` ; ~ 

Mr. Cunningham, chairman of ine anie on Privileges 
and Elections, made the Bllowing report; = 


Your committee on Privileges and Elections, to which was 
referred an act to prescribe the mode of voting in all popular 
elections, have had the same under consideration, and a ma- 
jority of said committee have instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Read and laid upon the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 


Mr. Fields, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an aet 
for the relief of those persons whomay be indebted to the State 
on account of direct taxes, payable in Texas Treasury Notes. 

Read a first time. . 

Mr Mosely, by leave, introduced an act to provide for de- 
ducting from the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme and 
District Courts and District Attorneys of this State who may 
pesca the performance of certain dufies assigned them by 

aw. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Mosely, by leave, introduced an act prescribing the 
rules and regulations under, which the pardoning power, vested 
by the Constitution in the Governor, shall be hereafter exer- 
cised. : e 

Read a first time. @ 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that they have examined an act to provide for lo- 
cating the seat of justice of the county of Austin, and find the 
same correctly Engrossed. n 


Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced: the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses be:in- 
structed to enquire into the several probable amounts due to 
individuals for furnishing stationary, chairs &c., for the pres- 
ent session of the Legislature—also, for repairs ‘of the capitol 
since the adjournment of the preceding Legislature, and re- 
port a bill making an „appropriation for the same. 

Read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Haynie, Mr. Irion was aded to the com- 
mittee appointed to make prgparations for the reception of the 
remains of Major Samuel H. Walker. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, — 

The House adjourned to to-morrow morning; 9 o'clock, 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Dec. 22d, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
-The roll was called, and the following mem ers answered 
to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, 
Bourland, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, ` 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Irion, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, Pease, 
Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Rogers, Railey, Run- 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Tru- 
itt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Wren. 


À arim present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
The chair announced the following committees: 


Committee on the apportionment of Representation: 
Messrs. Epperson, Stuart, Anderson, Rains and Keenan. ~ 
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Committee on the Jury Fund: 

Messrs, Stout, Lewis, Davis of R., Taylor, Wheeler, Bryan, 
Caruthers and Cunningham. f 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of Nancy Hutchin- 
son. 

Read in part. 

Mr. Eddy moved to dispense with the further reading of the 
petition, and that it be referred to a select committee. 

Carried. i 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Eddy, Truitt and Edwards said 
committee. 

Mr. Reagan presented the petition of R. A. Carter. 

Read and referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Keenan presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Walker county, praying a removal of the Supreme Court. 

Read and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Keenan presented the petition of sixty subscribers, pray- 
ing aremoval or division of the Supreme Court. 

Read and referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Hardiman presented the petition of Jas. P. Wallace. 

Read and referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. _ 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an . 
act to regulate the salaries of District Attorneys, have had the 
.same under consideration, and believing that the public interest 
requires an increase of said salaries, in order to induce compe- 
tent persons to accept of those offices, they have directed me to 
report the accompanying bill, and to recommend that it be 
adopted by the House, as a substitute for the original bill—all 
of which is respectfully submitted. 

Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 


the day. 


è 


—— 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred the mes- 
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sage of his Excellency the Governor, concerning monies re- 
ceived by the State from the United States, with the accompa- 
nying documents, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to report. That the money received from the Gene- . 
ral Government on account of the Red River Custom House 
claim, was an indemnity for and in lieu of certain funds, which 
would have accrued jointly to the Republic of Texas, and to 
James Bourland, collector of customs under said Republic 
from goods seized by said Bourland in the discharge of his duty 
as such officer, and of the possession and benefit of which he 
was forcibly deprived by citizens of the United States, and the’ 
committee are of opinion that said Bourland is jointly entitled 
to the one half of the nett proceeds of said indemnity. 

The funds received in the discharge of the claim for the dis-, 
arming of a portion of Col. Sniveley’s command, in 1843, were 
rendered upon an appraisement of the arms actually taken—no 
mode has been presented or occurred to the committee by 
which to identify the various prices of property appraised, with 
the different owners, and they are compelled to recommend as 
the most equitable plan which they can devise for the distribu- 
tion of the fund, that it shall be in accordance with the plan de- 
scribed in the form of a Joint Resolution herewith presented, 
divided equally among the men composing the party dis- 
armed. 

The committee are of opinion that the whole amount of mo- 
ney received from the U. S. should be taxed with the expense 
of collecting and transportation, and the balance disposed of 
on the plan proposed in the preceding part of this report. In 
accordarice with these views the committee submit the bill, 
which accompanies this report. i 

Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 


the day, 


Pavel 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, made the following report: 


Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution of 
Mr. Miller, of H., instructing the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions to draft suitable resolutions requésting our Representa- 
lives, and instructing our Senators in Congress, to procure the 
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passageofa law to pay the volunteers of Texas who turned 
out under the call of Col. S, R. Curtis, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and beg leave to report, that they are of opin- 
ion, that the object of Mr, Millers resolution would be more 
easily effected by memorializing the Congress of the United 
States, and they therefore recommend the passage of the follow- 
ing joint memorial and Resolution. 
Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. ; 


_ Mr. Cunningham, chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report: 


The committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was 
referred a communication from James Power, protesting against 
the right of the Hon. B. F. Neal, to a seat in the Legislature 
of the State, with accompanying documents, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg to report. That it does not ap- 
pear from the said protest and documents, that the Hon. B. F. 
Neal bas been improperly returned as the member of the Le- 
gislature elect from the county of Refugio. And your com- - 
mittee would further report, that if the certificate of election 
had been improperly given to the present member from Refugio 
the petitioner has not legally or constitutionally contested his 
election. Therefore, your committee recommend the indefinite 
postponement of the whole matter. 

Read and adopted. 


Mr, Cunningham, chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report: i 


The committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was 
referred the petition of John Wilson, contesting the election of 
the Hon. H. R. Runnels to the Legislature of the State; with 
the accompanying documents, have had the same under consi- 
deration, and beg leave to report—that the said John Wilson 
bas failed to produce sufficient legal testimony to support his 

7 . 
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claim, as alleged in his petition, therefore recommend the pas 
sage of the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Hon. H. R. Runnels is entitled to his seat 


in this House, asa Representative from Bowie county. 


Read and adopted. 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the commit.ee on Federal Relations, 
to whom was referred the Joint Preamble and Resolutions of 
the Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, relative to 
“slavery and the Mexican war,’ reported a Joint Preamble 
and Resolutions responsive thereto, and recommended their 
passage. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to strike out the word “alone” after ' 
the words “ Tariff protection.” ` 

Carried. : 

Mr. Cunningham moved the resolutions lay on the table. — 

The yeas and nays were called and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bour- | 
land, Bryan, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis.of L, ; 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, | 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miliean, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Sad- 
ler, Shannon, Shaw, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, and ' 
Wren—33. i 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Crump, Davis of R., Doo- 
ley, Fields, Hardiman, Irion, Lamar, Miller of H., Moseley, ° 
McCown, McNeill, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Rodgers; Rai- | 
ley, Runnels, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Webb, Winkler, Wheel- i 

er and White—26. g m 


Carried. 


Read and adopted. 
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Mr. Moseley introduced an act to authorize the Judges of 
the District Courts to hold special terms. l 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stuart introduced a joint resolution for the relief of John 
S. McNary. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced an act to amend an act regulating 
juries, approved 4th May, 1846. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced an act to amend an act to raise 
a revenue by direct taxation. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced an act to organize thecounty of Up- 
shur. l 
Read a first time. 


Mer. Stout introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands, inquire into 
the expediency of the passage of an act cuthorizing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue patents on all 
correct field notes of surveys made within the bounds of whatis 
generally known as the Mercer’s Colony, and that they report, 
by bill or otherwise, to. this House, at as early a day as practica- 


ble. 
Read and adopted. 


Mr. Webb introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
Ast, 2d and 4th sections of an act to regulate the license and 
practice of attorneys and counsellors at law, approved 12th 
May, 1846. 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Anderson introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed by 
the Speaker, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the necessity 
-of employing a reporter to report the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the late Republic of Texas, and also that of the State 
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Texas, and the amount of money necessary to effect this ob- 
ject. i 


Read and rejected. 


Mr. Edwards introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for raising a jury fund. 
Read a first time. 


A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House, that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Burleson, Phil- 
lips and Dancy a committee to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the House, to make suitable arrange- 


ments for the reception of the remains of the late Major 8. H. 
Walker. : 


Mr. Anderson introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on the Penitentiary be in- 
structed to presenta plan for the erection of a State Penitentiary, 
together with a joint resolution, regulating, organizing and 
conducting the same, and such other objects as they may deem 
proper for the purpose of effecting the measures proposed. 


Read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Stout the orders of the day were taker 
Uu 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of certain per- 
“sons, &e. . 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Fields, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill regulating the pardoning power. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, referred to the Judiciary com-- 
mittee. 

An act to provide for deducting from the salaries of Judges 
and District-Attorneys for a neglect of duty. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 
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An act for the benefit of Wm. Stein. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to prescribe the mode of voting in, all popular elec- 
tions. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stout, ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to provide for locating the seat of justice of Austin 
county. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution responsive to the Virginia resolutions. 

‘Read a first time. 

An act to incorporate the Union Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company. 

Read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

An act to create the county of Hays. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, referred to the committee on Coun- 
ty Boundaries. 

An act prescribing the mode of electing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office. 

Read a second time, and , 

On motion of Mr. Andersen, referred to the committee on 
the Land Office. 

An act authorizing the county court of Red River county 
to have certain books transcribed. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Epperson, ordered to be engrossed. 
‘ On motion of Mr. Webb, the House adjourned to 2 o’clock, . 


p.m. 


2 o’clock, p. m. 


The House met—roll called, and a quorum found present. 


The orders of the day were again taken up. 
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An act to ascertain TT lands have been forfeited to the 
State: 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, referred to the Judiciary pom- 
mittee. 

“An act to provide for the removal of county seats of justice : 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Fields, indefinitely postponed. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the. 
House that they had passed a joint resolution repealing a joint 
resolution granting further time for the payment of govern- 
ment dues, and the return of field notes. 


A joint resolution to prevent working on Sunday : 
Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Gilliam, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. 
A joint resolution relative to Assessors : 
Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Walling, referred to the Finance commit- 
tee. 
An act to establish more permanently the seat of qasuice of 
Collin county: 
Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Bagart, ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Allen moved the House go into the election of 2d Ass’t 
Clerk. 
Carried. 
Mr. McNeill nominated Mr. Rector. 
“ Runnels “ «  M’Lellan. 
« Davis, of R. “ “ Tarver. 
The chair appointed Messrs. Rayner and Runnels, Tellers. 
Whereupon, Mr. Rector received 29 votes. 
“ Mlellan «© 18 “ 
“« Tarver “© 13 © 
Neither candidate having received a majority of the votes, 
the House proceeded to a second ballot. 
Whereupon, Mr. Rector received 35 votes. 
“ M’Lellan “© 18 « 
“ Tarver “ 9-2 
Mr. Rector having received « majority of all the votes, was 
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declared duly elected 2d Ass’t Clerk of the House of Represent- 


atives. 

An act to establish Public Schools in the county of Galves- 
ton: - - 

Read a second time. i 

Mr. Stuart moved to amend by inserting “County Court” in 
lieu of “County Commissioners,’ wherever the words occur in 
the bill. 

Carried; and * . 

Pai motion of Mr. Stuart, the bill was ordered to be engross- 

ed. 


+ 


A committee from the Senate, consisting of Senators Wal- 
lace, Cuney and “McRae, respectfully requesting the House of 
Representatives to transmit to the Senate as early as convenient, 
all the unfinished business originating in the Senate at the last 
session ofthe Legislatire, and now in possession of the House. 


Mr. N.S. Rector came forward and took the oath as 2d As- 

sistant Clerk. — 
_A resolution calling on the Secretary of State for informa- 

tion: 

Read, and ’ 

On motion of Mr. Epperson, laid on the table. 

A joint resolution requiring the District Judge of the United 
States for the District of Texas to reside in his District : 

Read a second time. . 

Mr. Webb moved to insert the words “the Legislature of the 
State of Texas.” 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, the resolution was referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

A resolution relative to the outstanding liabilities of Texas : 

ead. 


Mr. Robertson offered the following as a substitute: 


Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee of five mem- 
bers, for the purpose of ascertaining, as far as practicable, the 
amount of the public debt, and that said committee be instruct- 
ed to report to this House some plan for the liquidation of the 
same, at as early a day as practicable. 
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The chair announced three several communications on the 
Speaker’s table, addressed to the Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives, which, 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, Mr. Reagan was added to the 
committee on the Land Office. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Bryan was added to the com- 
mittee on the Penitentiary. 

By leave, Mr. Miller of H. introduced the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee of five to 
examine the Digest of the Laws of Texas, by Mr. Hutchinson, 
referred to in the communication of His Excellency the Gov- 


ernor, on yesterday, and report te this House its quality, order, 
value, &c. $ 


Read and adopted. 


By leave, Mr. Lott presented a petition from the citizens of 
Henderson county. i 

Read, and referred to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. . . 

By leave, Mr. Armstrong introduced an act respecting the 
fees of Sheriffs, Constables, &c. 

Read a first time. ` 

By leave, Mr. Armstrong introduced an act respecting brands 
in certain districts. 

Read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Edwards, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 
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House of Representatives, 
Austin, December 23, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Caruthers, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Dooley, Edwards, Ep- 
person, Fields, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, La- 
mar, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Milican, Moseley, McCown, 
Perry, Petter, Rains, Rayner, Benfro, Reagan, Robertson, Rai- 
ley, Sadler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, 
Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, and Wren. 


A quorum present. 


‘Mr. Rayner moved to dispense with the reading of the Jour- 
nals for the present. 

Carried. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Leander Brown. 

Read and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Winkler presented a communication from 8. L. B. Jas- 
per. contesting the seat of the Hon. Wm. T. Sadler. 

Read, and referred to the committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions. 7 

Additional communications from said Jasper were present- 
ed by Mr. McNeill, Mr. Caruthers, and others. 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay them on the table, 

Lost. ' . 

Question on referring them to the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, was taken and carried. ` 

Mr. Anderson introduced an act giving to the owners of San 
Jacinto claims the right to convey the same in fee simple. 

Read first time. . . - 


Mr. Haynie introduced a resolution feferring that part-of the 
Governor's message relating to the erection of a fire proof 
building for the use of the General Land Office, to the com- 
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mittee on the Land Office, with instructions to report by bill 
or otherwise. 


Read and adopted. . i . 


Mr. Goode introduced a resolution requiring the Judiciary 
committee to enquire into the necessity of empowering and 
requiring the District Attorney and the Attorney General to 
represent the State in certain cases. 


Mr. Stout introduced a resolution instructing the Judiciary 
committee to enquire into the propriety of repealing the 4th 
section of an act defining the duties of District Attorneys, ap- 
proved 13th May, 1846: also the 4th section of an act defining 
the duties of the Attorney General, approved the 1ith May, 
1846, and that they report the same to the House. 


Mr. Epperson introduced a resolution to instruct the com- 
mittee on Education to enquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the 3d section of the 10th article of the Constitution. 
~ Lost. 


Mr. Robertson introduced an act concerning slaves. 

Read first time. 

Mr. Goode introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplemen- 
tary to anact to create and organize the county of Panola. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Allen introduced an act to create a Board of Medical 
Censors for the State of Texas. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Bryan introdueed an act for the establishment of Free 
Public Schools. 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
the joint’ resolution requiring the Adjutant General to report 
the services rendered by John McGarrah, Lieutenant of the 
Ranging Corps of Fannin county, during the year 1845, have 
had the same under consideration, and beg leave to report: 
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Your nommittee deém it unnecessary to pass a joint resolu- 
tion when the onject may be more easily obtained by a simple 
one, therefore your committee recommend the passage of the 
following resolution, instead of the joint resolution : 


Resolved, that the Adjutant General be requested to report 
to the House of Representatives, the sevices rendered to the 
Republic of Texas by Lieut. John MecGarrah, of the Ranging 
Corps of Fannin county, during the year 1845, and also the 
amount of money due said company. . 


Mr. Potter introduced an act to define the limits of the juris- 
diction of Justices Courts, within incorporated towns and cities. 

Read a first time, - 

Mr. Neal introduced a resolution requiring the Chief Clerk 
to provide a suitable seat for the reporter of the “Texas Demo- 
crat,” 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease, chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report in relation to the petition of Nathan Wade: 

e 


That itis the true policy of this State to guard against any 
increase of the free colored population. The majority of said 
committee have directed me to return the petition to the House, 
and ask that the committee b» discharged from its further con- 
sideration: and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his 
petition. : 

The said committee have also had under consideration the 
petition of Sterling McGraw praying for leave to emancipate 
certain slaves, which they have also directed me to return to 
the House, with a like request. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. 


“ 


Read and adopted. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported on the petition of Wm. J.S. Carter and Martha Ann 
Carter, praying that the name of John Russel Butler may be 
changed to John Russel Carter, and that the said William J. S. 
Carter may adopt the said John Russel Butler as his son, and 
one of his heir-at-law; have had the same under consideration, 
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and a majority of said committee, not perceiving any objection 
to the prayer of the petitioners, have desired me to report the ac- 
companying bill, entitled an act authorizing William J. S. Car- 
ter to adopt J ohn {Russel Butler as his son. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Haynie introduced a bill to provide an appropriation 
for the payment of the mileage and per diem pay of the mem- 
bers of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Crump moved a suspension of the rule, and that the bill 
be read a second time. 

Lost. 

Mr. Mosely introduced a resolution to instruet the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary to take into consideration the act to reg- 
ulate proceedings in the District Courts, and report such 
amendments, additions and alterations, as they may deem ex-- 
pedient. 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Webb moved a reconsideration of the vote ona bill to 
provide for the removal of county seats of Justice. 

Carried. « kg 

Mr. Stout moved its reference to the committee on County 
Boundaries, - 

Carried. , 

Mr. Anderson moved to take up the orders ofthe day. 

Carried. 

A joint resolution from the Senate to repeal the Joint Res- 
olution granting further time for the payment of government 
dues and return of field notes, 

Read a first time. 

A Joint Resolution donating roe public property to the 
Metkodist Church at Austin. 

Gn its final passage. 

Mr. Haynie moved its indefinite postponement. 

Carried. 


+ 


On motion, 


The Journal of the preceding day was'taken up, read and 
adopted. ` 
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Mr. Stout moved a call of the House. 


Quorum present. 


Mr. Pease, Chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report on a bill to enable the legal repre- 
- sentatives of those who fell at the taking of the Alamo to pro- 
cure the land to which they may be entitled under the laws of 
the late Republic. 


The committee are advised that such a law is necessary on 
account of the great difficulty in making the proofnow requir- 
ed to obtain the headright certificates of those persons who 
fell in battle during the first year of our revolution, many of 
whom were unknown in the country exceptto their associates 
who fell with them, consequently is is some cases to make the 
proof by oral testimony as now required. Your commtttee 
have therefore proposed a bill more general in its operation— 
entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary for the heirs 
or legal representatives of those who fell under the command 
of Fannin, Travis, Grant and Johnson to obtain their -head- 
right certificates, which they recommend may be adopted as a 
substitute for the original bill. 


Se ened 


Mr. Pease, Chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary also 
reported on the petition of certain citizens of the county of 
DeWitt praying that William Stein, a minor, may be emanci- 
pated and authorized to transact his own business in like man- 
ner as if he was of age. 

That they have considered the same, and amajority of said: 
committee, perceiving noobjection tothe prayer of the peti- 
tioners recommend that the same be granted. 


On motion of Mr- Allen, the House adjourned to 2 o’clock, 
pe Ir. >. * 
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2 o'clock, p. m. 
The House met—-roll called— 
A quorum present. 


The Chair announced, in accordance with a resolution of 
the House, Messrs. Robertson, Stout, Lewis, Burroughs and 
Crump a committee to enquire into and ascertain the amount 
of outstanding liabilities of the late Republic of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Mr. Neal was added to the committee on Printing. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, 

Mr. Dooley was added to the Judiciary committee. 


On motion of Mr. Goode, 
Mr. Cunningham was added to the Judiciary committee. 


The orders of the day were again taken up. 


A bill to be entitled an act to raise a Jury fund. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Edwards, referred to the select committee 
on the Jury fund, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to raise a reve- 
nue by direct taxation. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating Juries. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved te refer the bill to the committee on 
Finance. 

Lost. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to refer the bill to the select committee 
on the Jury Fund. 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the distribution of 
the funds received from the United States. 

Read a first time. 

A billto be entitled an act to authorize Judges of the Dis- 
trict Courts to hold special terms. 
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Read a second time, and £ , 

On motion of Mr. Moseley referred to the committee on. the 
Judiciary. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to or- 
ganize the county of Upshur. bs 

Read a second time, and referred to the committee on. coun- 
ty boundaries. : 

Joint Resolution for the relief of John S. McNary. 

Read a second time. j 

E Stuart moved the resolution be engrossed. 

ost. 

Mr. Moseley moved a reconsideration of the vote just ta- 
ken. 

Carried. 

Andon motion of Mr. Winkler the resolution was referred 
to the committee on Public Lands. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of Dis- 
trict Attorneys. - 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Allen moved the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the bill by striking out “500” 
and inserting “600.” 

A division of the question was called for. l 

The question on Mr. Willie’s motion first to strike out was 
taken and lost. i 

Mr. Burroughs moved to strike out “500” and insert “300.” 

Lost. 

Mr. Reagan moved to strike out “500 and insert “400.” 

Lost. 

Mr. Stout moved to strike out “500” and insert “450.” 

Lost. l 

Mr, Anderson moved the previous question be put. 


ate yeas and nays being called for on the previous question 
stood, 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bour- 
land, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Da- 
visof L., Davis of R, Dooley, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of C., Mil- 
ler of H., Moseley, McNeil, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, 
Robertson, Sadler, Sterne, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, 
Webb, Winkler and Willie—41. 


112 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Eddy, Edwards, Har- 
diman, Milican, Rains, Reagan, Rogers, Runnels, Shannon, 
Shaw, Stout, Walling, Wheeler, White and Wren—17. 

Carried. 


The main question was then taken—the yeas and nays be- 
ing called for stood, . 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bo- 
gart, Bourland, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of Liberty, Davis of Robertson, Dooley, Ep-’ 
person, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lewis, 
Miller of Colorado, Miller of Houston, Mosely, McNeill, Neal, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Robertson, Sadler, Sterne, Stod- 
dard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Winkler and Willie——40. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Eddy, Edwards, Hardi- 
man, Lott, Milican, Rains, Reagan, Rogers, Runnels, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Stout, Walling, Wheeler, White and Wren—18. 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate the 
license and practice of Attorneys. 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

A Joint Preamble and resolutions responsive tothe Prearn- 
ble and Resolutions passed by the General Assembty of the 
State of Vermont. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Anderson moved the Preamble and Resolutions be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Epperson moved that they lie on the table until the first 
of January. 

Mr. Haynie moved to insert the word “be” afler “Senators” 
and the words “Representatives requested” afterthe word “in- 
structed.” ; 


Mr. Willie moved to lay the amendments on the table. 
Carried. 


Mr. Epperson offered a substitute for the Preamble and 


# 


Resolutions. : 


Mr. Reagan moved to lay the substitute on the table. 
Mr. Allen moved the previous question be taken. 
Carried. ‘ 


The main question wasthen taken. 


a 
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The yeas and nays being called stood, 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, kantie -Bo- 
gart, Bourland, Burroughs, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Da- 
vis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardiman. Haynie, lrion, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Moseley, McCown, Me- 
Neill, Neal, Pease, Perry, I Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Rea- 
gan, Robertson, Rogers, Runnel, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Wal- 
ling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren-—58. 

Nay s—Messrs. Bryan, Cunningham and Epperson—3. 

Carried. 

Joint Resolutions responsive tothe Preamble and Resolu- - 
tions passed by the General Assembly of Virginia. 

Read a second time, and, 

On*motion of Mr. frien ordered to be enereased. 


By leave Mr. Crutcher introduced the following resolution. 


Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 


contract for the printing of sixty five copies of the Joint Reso- 


lations responsive to the resolutions of the Legislature of Ver- 
mont for the use of the House. 

Read. : 

Mr. Webb moved to amend by inserting. “That 150 copies, 
each of the Joint Preamble and Resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas responsive to the Joint Preamble 
and Resolutions of the States of Virgiuia, Rhode Island and 
Vermont.” vV 

Carried. 


The yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of the 
Resolution, stood. 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Anderson, Bogart. Bryan, Crutch 
er, Davis of R., Dooley, Gilliam, Cocde, Hardiman, Haynies 
Trion, Keenan, ‘Lawis, Lott, Miller of C., Millican, - Moseley» 
Neal, Perry, Reagan, togers, Shannon, Sterne. Stout, Stod- 
dard, Taylor, Webb, W aling, Winkler, W hite, Willie and 
Wren—33. 

Nays—Messrs, Allen. Armstrong, Caruthers, Crump, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of L, Eddy, Edwards, E ipperson, Fields, Ly- 
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ons, Miller of H. McCown, McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rains, 
Bayner, Renfro, Robertson, Runnels, Sadler, Shaw, Stuart, 
Truitt and Wheeler—26. 

Carried. 


Leave of absence was granted the Hon. "Thomas, J. Hardi- : 


man until Monday next. 
By leave, Mr. Lott presented the petition of sundry citizens 


of Henderson county. 
Read and referred-to the committee on County Boundaries. 


A bill to be entitled an act respecting certain fees of Sher- 
iffs, Constables, é&c. 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Miller of H., referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act respecting brands in certain 
districts. . 

Read second time. 

Mr. Field moved to refer toa select committee. 

Carried. 


The chair appointed Messrs. Fields, Eddy and Armstrong . 


said committee. 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, 
The joint memorial and resolutions of the Legislature of 


t 


the State of Texas, to the Congress of the United States, were | 


taken up, and referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Willie moved areconsideration of the vote on the reso- 
lution to have one hundred and fifty copies of the various pre- 
ambles and resolutions, responsive, &c., printed. 

Carried. 

Mr. Pease moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. Haynie moved to adjourn until Tuesday morning, 10; 
o'clock. 

Lost. 

Mr. Neal moved that the House adjourn until Tuesday, 9 


o'clock. 
Lost, 
Mr. Willie moved to adjourn until Monday, 10 o'clock. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Moseley, 
The House adjourned to to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 


=e aetna ot nee ne 
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House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Dec. 24th, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: l 

Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burj 
roughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Da 
visof L., Davis of Robertson, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam: Goode, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of 
C., Miller of H., Millican, Moseley, McCown, Neal, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Run- 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, 
Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wilder, White and Wren! 


A quorum present. } 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting 
the journal on yesterday. 

Carried. 

Mr. Haynie moved to strike out “Hardiman” and insert 
“Keenan” as presenting the petition of sixty subscribers, pray- 
ing the removal or division of the Supreme court. 

. Carried. 

The question was then taken and carried an the adoption of 
the journal of yesterday, as amended. 

Mr. Epperson moved to have the preamble and resolutions 
introduced by himself on the 28d inst., as a substitute for the 
preamble and resolutions, responsive ‘to the preamble and 
resolutions passed by the General Assembly of the State of 
Vermont, spread on the journal. 

Carried. 


Joint Preamble and Resolutions of the State of Texas. 


Whereas, in our judgment, the annexation of Texas to the 
United States was the primary cause of the existing Mexi- 
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can war; and whereas, the army of Mexico entered the ter- 

ritory of the United States, acquired by the annexation of 

Texas, which justly, properly and legitimately was inclu- 

ded within the defined limits of the late Republic of Texas; 

and whereas, prior to annexation, repeated injuries and in- 
sults were offered to the people and the government of the 

United States—the property of private citizens of the United 

States was seized and either coufiscated or appropriated to 

the private benefit of Mexican officers, in violation of 

all jastice and national Jaw—that Mexico, although she 
promised, has never made any reparation for these re- 
peated insults; and whereas, in our jadgment, there were 
sufficiént causes to have justified the United States in 
declaring war against that power long since—and whereas, 
in.addition to these, our minister and flag were insulted— 
and whereas, national honor ought to be maintained at eve- 
ry hazard—it is the moral elixir of our national existence, 
the verdure of our republican tnstitutions, forbearance ceas- 
ed to be a virtue—and whereas, it is a fundamental princi- 
ple of our Republican Government, that all the territory ac- 
quired by the United States is the common property of the 
tates composing the Union, in which each and all have 
equal rights—and whereas, the institution of slavery is se- 
cured to us by the Constitution of the United States, and every 
principle of justice; and whereas, every State has the exclusive 
power of deciding itself, without any intervention what- 
ever, whether slavery shall exist or not within its limits, 

Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Legisluture of.the State of Texas, 1st. 
That the President has done every thing consistent with the 
honor of a free and generous people, to bring about a peace 
with Mexico, alike honorable to both nations. 

2d. That Mexico having rejected repeated overtures for 
peace, the war should be prosecuted with the utmost vigor 
and energy. 

adly. That the purposes for which our Government is wa- 
ging war with Mexico should be declared by our government, 
and our demands made known to Mexico, that nothing is de- 
manded but what is right, and that our determination is to 
wage a war of extermination, unless these demands are com- 
plied with on her part. 

Be it further resolved, That we deny the right of the Con- 
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eress of the United States to pass any law prohibiting States 
that may hereafter be admitted into the Union from coming 
into the same with or without slavery, as the popular voice of 
that State may determine, and that we will maintain this 
principle at every hazard. 

That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be re- 
quested to use all just and constitutional means to avert the 
evil of abolition fanatacism, and to resist every encroachment 
upon the rights and interests of the slave holding States. 

That his Excellency the Governor, be requested to forward 
a copy of this Preamble and of these Resolutions, to the Gov- 
ernors of each State in the Union, and to our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, under the seal of the State. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a resolution requesting 
the mail contractors from the city of Austin to the town ot 
Bonham, to have the mail transperted weekly, instead of 
semi monthly, over said route. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Bourland moved te suspend the rule. 

Carried. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, x 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Stout moved a further suspension of the rule. 

Carried. 

Read a third time and passed. ” 

Mr. Davis of L., presented a pétition from the citizens of 
Polk county. 

Read and referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of W. Harris. 

Read and referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 


Mr. Anderson, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: i 


2 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
simple resolution, instructing said committee to enquire inte 
the propriety of passing a law specifying the time at which 
the issuance of land certificates shall cease; have had the same 
under consideration, and ask leave most respectfully to re- 
port: 
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That from the importance attached to the object of the reso- 
lution referred to, they have weighed the subject with regard 
to its operation, not only upon the interest of each individual, 
whose rights are to be effected by any provision which the 
Legislature may deem expedient to adopt, and being deeply 
sensible of the necessity of fixing a peried of limitation to the 
issuance of certificates of whatsoever class or character, and 
also, from the existing circumstances of the country of ma- 
king some change in the method heretofore pointed out by 
the laws, for the procuring of certificates, have thought proper 
to present the accompanying bills, and earnestly recommend 
their passage. 


a and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. ` 


Mr. Anderson, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also reported: : 


Your committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled 
an act to require all head right certificates to be proven up in 
a given period, and for the return of field notes of survey to 
General Land Office; have had the same under consideration, 
and ask leave most respectfully to report: That by a previous 
report of this committee, the’ first portion’of the bill was fully 
acted upon in the opinion of the committee, and inasmuch as 
it is thought advisible to report upon the latter portion of the 
bill, have instructed me to report favorably, and recommend 
the accompanying bill as a substitute. 


Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
` the day. i 


memea 


Mr. Miller of H., introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of revising and amending an 
act entitled an.act to organize Justices Courts, and to define 
the powers and jurisdiction of the same, and report by bill or 
other wise. 


= 
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Read and adopted. 


` Mr. Shaw introduced a resolution requiring the Governor to 
reside at the seat of govewmmnent. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to amend an act to raise a reve- 
nue by direct taxation. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to be entitled an act con- 
cerning witnesses fees. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to be entitled an act crea- 
ting certain penalties. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Anderson introduced a bill to incorporate and establish 
the Guadaloupe College. i 

Read a first time by its caption. 


Mr. Runnels introduced the following resolation: 


Resolved, That the committee on Finance be required to 
take into consideration the propriety of so amending the pres- 
ent revenue laws of this State as to give the right to the Coun- 
ty Courts of each county of assessing the value of all property 
taxable by the present revenue laws of this State—the Legis- - 
lature fixing a maximum and minimtm value upon all real 
estate. 


Read and adopted. 
Mr. Neal introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That sixty-five copies of the report of the Commis- 
sioner ofthe General Land Office be, and is hereby ordered to 
i as for the use of the House. 

ead. 


Mr, Stuart moved to strike out “sixty-five” and insert “five 
hundred.” 

Carried. 

The question on the adoption of the resolution was then 
taken and 

Carried. 
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GENERAL Lanp OFFICE, 
State of Texas, December, 1847. 


Iiis Eucellency, the Governor, 
_ J. Prrcxyey HENDERSON, 
and the Honorable Legislature: 


‘Gentlemen :—In accordance with the usages ofthe country, 
[herewith submit for your consideration a report containing a 
few remarks upon the Land System; the Commissioner be- 
lieving it unnecessary to enter into very lengthy details in this 
report, inasmuch as he has heretofore in his reports pointed out 
most of the principal defects of the system, and at a time when 
it might have been good policy to have remedied such defects ; 
but at this time, the Cominissioner of the General Land Office 
would not advise much change, as the citizens of the country 
have learned its details. Whereas a very material change in 
our Land System would at this time cause much error and great 
confusion, without producing an adequate benefit, having pro- 
gressed so far with the present, although bad system, as to make 
any extensive alteration almost. impossible, which would 
harmonize with the present interests of the people, wherefore, 
the Commissioner will confine himself to merely such points as 
require amendment, together with an expose of the business 
done in the General Land Office since the adjournment of the 
last Legislature. . 

The first and most important subject is the necessity of pro- 
curing a suitable building for the archives of the General Land 
Office. ‘The building at present in use, is very much dilapida- 
ted, and being constructed of the most inflamable material of 
wood, is nota safe receptacle of such valuable records to the 
citizens of the country of all classes. The present office is not 
only dangerous from the imflamable material of which it is con- 
structed, but is rendered inore unsafe bxadjoining houses, built 
of like material, owned by private individuals, who rent their 
property for the largest price, regardless of the great liability 
there is to fire by the occupancy of the houses by transient per- 
sons; and such is the dilapidated state ofthe buildings adjoining 
the General Land Office, that none will rent them but transient 
persons ; if even the buildings were of a good class, but of the 
same kind of material, the archives are yet unsafe, as the histo- 
ry of this place for the last few years will prove; the best and 
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finest of the buildings have been destroyed by fire and by acci- 
dent; wherefore I have no doubt that the Legislature will see 
the importance as I do, of procuring a suitable fre-proof build- 
ing for the records of the General Land Office. Should the 
present building be burnt as other buildings have been in the 
city of Austin, it would then be too late to recommend or pro- 
vide. T'he cost of a good brick building, with stone or brick 
floors, slate roof and iron window frames and shutters would 
not be more than $15,100. 

With a view to the sale of the public domain, it becomes ne- 
cessary to close, at an early day, the location of the claims de- 
rived under the present and prior laws of this country. Itis well 
known ‘that a large surplus domain will belong to the State af- 
ter all her land liabilities are paid, but it cannot be ascertained 
what the surplus public domain is, until all the present liabili- 
ties are located, and the surveys returned to the General Land 
Office. I would therefore suggest that a period of three or 
four years should be fixed upon, forall persons entitled to lands 
of this Government, to locate and have their claims surveyed, 
and their field notes, certificates and warrants, lodged in the 
General Land Office. Persons who have located, or who may 
locate lands, should be required to have the land surveyed and 
the field notes deposited in the General Land Office within a 
specified time, or forfeit the location, as many persons have ta- 
ken advantage of the present laws and have held land simply 
by location to evade the payment of Taxes. Much injury has 
been done,and much more it is feared will be done to the resi- 
dent citizens of this country, by the want of some law for their 
protection against the old Spanish and Mexican grants, the 
existence of which has not been made known to this Govern- 
ment; wherefore many of our citizens have located lands, be- 
lieving them to be „public and unappropriated domain—not 
only have they located, but they have bestowed upon it their la- 
bor for several years, and have made extensive improvements, 
believing the fee to the land to be fully vested in them by their 
location and survey, and very often by a patent which they may 
have received from this Government. Many titles, of which the 
existence has heretofore in this country been unknuowr, have 
been filed and registered in this office within the last year, 
nearly all which, tegether with most of.the old grants which 
have been registered in this office several years since, have the 
Government duesbeen unpaid thereon. Ifthe grants are legal, 


122 


surely some means should be adopted to enforce the payment 
ofdues. F@w of the ten and eleven league grants purchased 
of the State of Coahuila and Texas have been paid for. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office most earnestly 
entreats the Governor and Honorable Legislature to view the 
effects of the law which authorizes suits to be instituted against 
the officers of Government by mandamus. The ill effects of 
law are very apparent to the Commissioner, and he herewith 
submits one or two cases to elucidate his meaning, as follows: 

Wherever a controversy has arisen between two citizens as 
to the right of either to a certain piece of land, both of whom > 
have had the land surveyed and their respective field notes filed 
in the General Land Office, the field notes of either bearing the 
same date, and the right, so far as the Commissioner can judge, 
being equal, he therefore neither espouses the cause of one 
party or the other, but refuses to give a patent to either, until 
between themselves they settle their controversy; but one of 
the parties obtains a writ of mandamus, which is made peremp- 
tory, because the Commissioner sets up no claim in behalf of 
the State; the other party acts in like manner, and the conse- 
quence is, that two patents to different persons are issued to the 
same land. 

A suit was brought by writ of mandamus against the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, requiring him to issue a 
patent upon a survey made by the surveyors of San Patricio 
- county, the land being ina disputed territory, claimed by the 
| surveyors both of San Patricio and Bexar counties, and being 
surveyed by the surveyors of both these counties, upon entries 
made by persons in each county. The result was, that in con- 
sequence of the State having no interest in the land in contro- 
versy, and not being able to ascertain from the inacurate sur- 
veying done in these two counties, or one of them, the identi- 
cal claim with which there was a conflict, the mandamus was- 
made peremptory, without deciding whether the party was le- 
gally entitled to a patent in that territory, in preference to those © 
who located in Bexar county: upon the other side, if the per- 
sons who had their surveys made by the surveyors of Bexar, 
should bring suit in the same manner, the decision of the court 
must also be the same; thereby causing the State to issue two 
or more patents for the same land, whereby the character of 
our titles is much impaired. 

It became the duty of the Commissioner of the General 
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Land Office in the year 1841, to report to the Congress of the 
Republic of Texas, a fraud of great magnitude, emlacing in 
its character the crime of forgery, committed upon the Repub- 
lic by false and forged reports having been deposited in the 
General Land Office, purporting to have been the result of the 
labors ofthe Commissioners appointed to detect fraudulent 
land certificates, in their examination ofthe the acts of the Board 
of Land Commissioners of Jasper county, which reports con- 
tained an excess of claims, amounting to seventy-six leagues 
and twenty-four labors more than the Commissioners have re- 
commended. It again, by the force of circumstances, becomes 
the duty of the Commissioner to lay the whole matter before 
the Legislature, inasmuch fas a suit is now pending in the Dis- 
trict Court of Travis county, for the purpose of compelling the 
Commissioner of the General. Land Office to issue a patent 
upon one of the above named seventy-six leagues, &c., the cer- 
tificate having been certified to by the former clerk of the Board 
of Land Commissioners of Jasper county, as having been ap- 
proved by the Commissioners appointed to detect fraudulent 
land certificates, the name ofthe said Clerk having also been 
signed to the fraudulent reports. 

The suit now instituted, being brought bya person who was 
very conspicuous in forcing one of the traudulent reports above 
referred to, into the General Land Office, which the following 
letters, &c., will more clearly show : 

General Land Office, 
Austin, February 9th, 1841. 
M. B. Lewis, Esq: i 

Dear Sir,—Enclosed you will find a copy of the returns of 
the Examining Board of Commissioners from your county. 
From information had in the office, I am induced to believe 
that some error has crept into the report filed here; in some in- 
stances the quantity of land is not correct; in others there are 
names which have not passed the Board of Commissioners. 
Wherefore, I would request of you as a favor, that you would 
examine the enclosed. report with the original, and make such 
corrections as are proper, and advise the General Land Office 
as soon as possible. 

If you will read the twelfth section of the “act to detect 


124 


fraudulent land certificates, &c.,” you will find, upon carefully 
examing te same, that the Commissioners should make their 
returns to the General Land Office, with their proper signa- 
tures attached thereto, which, in my opinion, would be the only 
true way of detecting frauds, as the: law did not contemplate 
that any Commissioner or clerk who sat on the board before 
should act on this unless as auxiliaries. You will, therefore, 
procure as many signatures of the board appointed to detect, 
écc., to the returns as you possibly can. 
With much regard, l 
I remain your obedient servant, 
' THOS. WM. WARD, 
Commissioner General Land Office. 

P. S. I Would further remark, that you having been elected 
county surveyor, it will be necessary to forward your bond to- 
the State Department, before you can be recognized as such. 


General Land Office, 
Austin, April 1st, 1841. 


Hon. M. B. Lewis, 
Chief Justice Jasper County : 


Sir—By Mr. Huling, member from Jasper, I forwarded a 
<opy of the returns of the Examining Board of Land Çommis- 
sioners for said county, for comparison with the original re- 
cords of the county, 1 was induced to do this in consequence 
of information having been lodged at this office, that a portion 
of the names inserted in said return was done without the au- 
thority of the Examining Board. You will oblige me by com- 
paring the copy sent, and inform me if any difference exists, or 
forward a duplicate as soon as possible, as daily applications 
are being made for patents to land surveyed by authority of 
certificates said to have been fraudulently inserted in the return 
now on file in this office. ` 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 


: THOS. WM. WARD, 
Commissioner General Land Office. — 


> 
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Jasper County, August 16th, 1841. 
” Thos. Wm. Ward, Esq:. . a 


Sir—Accompanying you havea true copy of the original 
records of the Board of Travelling Commissioners, exactly such 
a document as I forwarded to you by Mr. George W. Glass- 
cock, about the first day of May last, with this exception; the 
signature of the Sheriff of the county was first on the one mis- 
laid, which I forwarded by Glasscock. But, sir, to my great 
astonishment, you forwarded by Col. Espy, a document pur- 
porting to ‘have been forwarded by me to your office, which 
document God knows to be as base a piece of forgery as ever 
escaped the pen of a forging villain. Glasscock told me, that 
you told him, to say to me, that he would probably be the short- 
est and safest conveyance, I forwarded them by Glasscock, 

‘believing it to bea safe conveyance. I also forwarded other 
documents by him. He wrote to me from Washington on the 
Brazos, that he had mailed my documents at that place, owmg 
to his travelling so slow. Hence itis, if GlasScock is not one 
of the party of the certificate forgers of our county, or has not 
taken a bribe from them, there is something wrong in some of 
the post offices, at Washington city or Austin, or between the 
twoplaces. Accompanying, youhave a copy ofa letter which ac- 
companied the documents which I forwarded by Glasscock ; as 
as well as a copy of the resolutions ofa committee ofthe people. 
I am sorryto say that it looks strange, that Glasscock should mail 
part of the documents I forwarded by him and retain part. Such 
appears to be the faet from your letter to me, that my bond as 
County Surveyor has been handed into the office of Secretary, 

‘of State by Glasscock. I gave him the bond the same time that I 
gave him the other documents. There is as few certificate;for- 
gers in this county of Jasper, as probably any county in the 
Republic, but what we have, are of the first character. I for- 
ward this document as an experiment. Ihave justsuch anoth- 
er ready, which I will forward by a private conveyauce. 

Tam, sir, with respect, your ob‘dt serv’t. 

M. B. LEWIS, 
Chief Justice. 


N. B. Please let me know if you received a package of field 
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notes, at the same time you received the forged document. I 


forwarded a package by Glasscock. 


Respectfully M B.L. 


A copy ofa letter forwarded by George W. Glasscock. 


- 


Jasper County, April 24th, 1841. 


To Hon. Thos. Wm. Ward, 
Commissioner Gen’l Land Office: 


Sir—Accompanying you have a true copy of the original 
record of the examining Board of Commissioners for Jasper 
county, bearing date 26th June, A. D. 1840. It was not con- 
venient to obtain the original signatures of the Examining 
Commissioners, except one (Gideon J. Goode,) whose certifi- 
cate you will see accompanying. But, sir, in order to give all 
possible evidence of the corrections of the accompanying copy, 
i have obtained the official certificates of all the principal ofh- 
cers of this county, which I hope will be satisfactory. 

I am, sir, with regard, your obd’t serv’t, 

M. B. LEWIS, 
Chief Justice, J. ©. 

N.B. This letter isa copy, so far as I wrote on the subject 
of a copy of the records of the Board of Travelling Commis- - 
sioners. 


_ Respectfully, M. B. L. 


Zavala, Jasper County, August 17th, 1841. 
Thomas Wm. Ward, Esq., 


Commissioner of General Land Office: 


Sir—Agreeably to your instructions, I conveyed the returns 
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entrusted to me to the proper person. Upon comparing the 
last return purporting to have been made by M. B. Lewis, it 
was ascertained to have been a forgery beyond a doubt. A 
meeting of the people was called, and it was unanimously re- 
solved by the largest concourse of citizens ever met in this 
county, thata true copy of the record should be made out and 
forwarded to your department,—a copy to be sent by mail, and 
one by private conveyance, so that you should receive one gen- 
uine return from our county at least, and at last. Itisnow 
hoped that this return sent this day by mail, under lock and 
key,will arrive safe, and be amply satisfactory, legal and in just 
train for legal claimants to get their patents from this day hence- 
forth, withoutany difficulty. Et. 
I have the honor to remain your ob’dt serv't - 
THOS, H. ESPY. 


~ 


Whereas, there has been a true copy of the original record of 
the Board of Travelling Commissioners, made out and cer- 
tified to officially, by A. J. Isaacs, Sheriff, H. Good, Clerk 
District Court, under seal, C. K. Blanchard, Clerk of County 
Court, under seal, Gideon J. Goode, former County Commis- 
sioner of the Examining Board, and M. B. Lewis, Chief Jus- 
tice, under seal of office, which was forwarded to the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, by what was considered 
asafe conveyance, which was suppressed, and a forged do- 
cumeni, with sundry leagues and labors of land inserted, 
more than was in the cortect one, made its way into the 
General Land Office, with the signature of the Chief Justice 
of our county forged, and with the seal ofthe County Court: 
Therefore, We, a Committee, chosen by the good people of 
Jasper county, at the court house in the town of Jasper, the 
3d day of -August, 1841, to wit: M. B. Lewis, Chairman, 
T. B Huling, Edward Good, John A. Smith, Thos, H. Espy, 
Hardy Pace, Wm. McMahan, Josiah Stevenson, E. W. Har-' 
_per, Britton Hall, James Thomason, N. H. Cochran, Andrew 
J. Isaacs, Caleb Burnester, Secretary, for the purpose of ta- 

. king into consideration the numerous frauds practised upon 
the rights of our citizens and the Republic, by the frequent 
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attempt to introduce into the General Land Office, false or 
forged documents, purporting to have originated in this coun- 
ty, as well as purporting to be a true copy of the original 
records of the Board of ‘Travelling Commissioners ; also, to 
devise some means, or to adopt some measures that will se- 
cure peace and confidence at home, and give to our slander- 
dered people character abroad, do in the ‘name of the worthy 
and law abiding citizens of our county, adopt the following 
Resolutions: 


Resolved, 1st, That two correct copies o: the original record 
of the Board of Travelling Commissioners be made out and 
certified to officially, by as many of the principal officers of 
our county as may be convenient, and that the Chairman of this 
committee be authorized to appoint a suitable committee to 
copy the aforesaid record, and also, a suitable committee to cou- 
vey one copy to the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice at the city of Austin,and also to forward one copy of said 
record by mail, and to take the receipt of the post master for the 
same. 

Resolved, That asufficientsum of money be raised, by volun- 
tary contributions, to defray the expenses of the committee 
bearing the document mentioned in the preceding resolutions 
to the city of Austin, and that the individual bearing them shall 
be required to give a receipt for the same,and take them under 
a pledge of his honor, that they will be delivered safely into the 
hands ofthe proper officers of the General Land Office, unless 
providentially prevented. 

Resol. ed, ‘Vhat a copy of these resolutions and preamble ac- 
companying, be forwarded to the General Land Otice, with 
the aforesaid documents, and the committee bearing the same 
shall be despatched as soon as possible. 

Whereupon the committee adjourned until Monday follow- 
ing, Yth August. 


Attest, + CALEB BURNISTER, Sec'y. 


Made out under the provisions of the above resolutions, and 
copied this 17th day of August, in Zavala, by i 
THOS. H. ESPY. 


\ 
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: Jasper County, Oct. 26th, 1841. 
Com’r Gen’l Land Office: 


Sir—Yours of Sept. 8th has been received, which afforded 
much pleasure to the citizens of this county, to know that all 
was right in the General Land Office. In accordance with the 
resolutions of the committee, I forward by the Hon. Robert A. 
Pennall, the other copy of the records of the Board of Travel- 
ling Commissioners, with sundry unconditional head-right cer- 
tificates enclosed. l 

I am Sir, with the highest respect, your most obd’t serv’t, 


M. B. LEWIS, Chief Justice. 


The object of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
in thus troubling the Legislature with this expose, is to show 
the necessity of employing a Counsellor to represent the State 
in such suits as may be brought against it, under the law au- 
thorizing suits to be instituted against the officers of govern- 
ment by mandamus. At present it is not the duty of either the 
District Attorney or the Attorney General to defend the State 
in such suits as may be brought against it in the District Court 
under the law above referred to. For should it be considered 
the duty of the District Attorney to attefid to such suits, much 
more labor would devolve upon him whose District the seat of 
government is in, than upon any other District Attorney of the 
State, and so numerous and important are the suits now pend- 
ing in the District Court against the State, that the interest of 
the State would warrant the employment of the best counsel- 
lor, who should be required to reside at the seat of govern- 
ment. To take into consideration the costs which the State has 
to pay for suits, which in many instances it has no interest in, 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office does not hesi- 
tate to say, that the State would save money by the appoint- 
ment of a Counsellor, although a liberal salary were allowed. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties under which this office has 
labored by the resignation of the clerks, at the time of the ad- 
journment of the last Legislature, and the consequent delay oc- 
casioned by selecting and instructing others in their several du- 
ties, together with much delay in procuring a supply of patents, 
this office has issued six thousand four hundred and twenty- 
nine pa aat since the meeting of the last Legislature. The 
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Commissioner has much satisfaction in saying that the business 
done in the General Land Office the past two years, has given to 
those persons who, have had business with it general satisfaction, 
chiefly owing to the ability and attention of the clerks, and the 
more than usual stability of the laws; to leave without altera- 
tion the district houndaries, cannot be too fully impressed upon 
the minds of the honorable Legislature. - Heretofore, when the 
Surveyors’ bounds were governed by the annual change of 
county boundaries, great and almost irremediable confusion 
was the result. Now, itis pleasing to notice, that instead of 
increasing confusion, many of the former difficulties and 
clashing of Surveys are adjusted. 

Although much effort has been made to obtain a map of the 
district of Red River, yet, up the present time, all our efforts 
have been futile, owing chiefly to the great inaccuracy of the 
surveying, and want of connection in the surveys; but it isex- 
pected through the energy and perseverance of the person now 
engaged in the compilation of that map, that something may 
be eflecied, which will enable the State to give a tolerable de- 
seription of the land which may be patented. Although,all the 
other districts have maps in this office, many of them are so 
very incorrect, that it is impossible to add the surveys of the 
present day to them, and many of the surveys which were made 
previous to, and since the compilation of the maps. To re- 
medy this evil, the Commissioner is satisfied, that there is but 
one correct course to be adopted, which is the employment of 
compet nt persons by the State to compile maps of the several 
districts. In consequence of the small salary allowed to the 
Draftsman of this ofhce. a gentleman who had discharged the 
duties of that office for the last four years was compelled to re- 
sign, the salary not being sufficient for the orfinary support of 
his family, by which the State has suffered a great inconve- 
nience: the place is yet vacant, although efforts have been 
made to procure a person of proper qualifications to fill it. The 
appropriation which was made by the last Legislature for postage, 
is not one half expended. That forthe paymentof Land Scrip sur- 
veys has been insufficient. The amount appropriated for the con- 
tingent expenses of this office has been sufficient, the Commis- 
sioner having been compelled, out of his own resources, to furnish 
fire-wocd, vorterage and many other necessaries. In conse- 
quence of the last Legislature failing to make an appropria- 
tion for the payment of district maps, &c., this office has been 
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much retarded in its business. Much inconvenience arises to 
persons having business with this office, through the neglect of © 
several of the clerks of the Boards of Land Commissioners, in 
consequence of their not forwarding reports of the business of 
their respective boards, There are sixteen counties from which 
this office has not as yet received any report; wherefore, per- 
sons who have obtained certificates from them cannot obtain 
their patents until the reports are made.” 

In the contracts made for colonizing parts of the country, a 
clause has been inserted to reserve each alternate section from 
settlement by the colonists and, asa doubt has arisen in the 
minds of many citizens as to whether the alternate sections are 
reserved for the sole use of the State, or, whether they are a part 
of the unappropriated and public domain, subject to be located 
by the citizens, I would most respectfully advise an expression 
of the will of the Legislature by the enactment of a law, stating 
definitely whether they are subject to location or not, inasmuch 
as some persons are locating those alternate sections ; whereas; 
many wish to locate them, but fear to do so. : 

The attention of the Legislative bodies of the country has 
-been heretofore directed to a material defect in our patenting 
system; but as the subject has been passed over without ac- - 
tion, the Commissioner conceives it his duty, again to lay the 
‘subject before the Legislature. Many persons having pro- 
cured head-right certificates, bounty land warrants, and pur- 
chased scrip of the Government, located them and deposited 
the surveys in the General Land Office, upon which patents 
have been made, and bear date subsequent to the decease of the 
person to whom the certificate, warrant or scrip was granted, 
which in law is considered void, as no grant can be made to the 
dead. ‘Wherefore, it becomes necessary to legalize by statute 
what has been done, and convey the right to the heirs or legal 
owners, and to provide for such cases in future. 

I have the honor to be your very cbd’t. serv’t. 


me 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that they have examineda joint resolution requesting the 
contractor of the mail route from Austin to Bonham, Fannin 
county, to transport the same weekly instead of semi-monthly, 
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and making provisions for the same, and find the resolutions 
correctly engrossed. 


Read and adopted. 


Mr. Allen introduced the following resolution > 


Be it Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed 
to report a bill defining more certainly .the fees of Probate 
Judges, Clerks of the District, Probate and County Courts, 
Sheriffs, Coroners, and other county officers.. 


Read and adopted.. 


Mr. Crump introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define the 
boundaries of Austin county. 
Read a first time. 


By leave Mr. Bogart introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Roads and publie High- 
ways be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending 
the national road from Dallas to the city of Austin, and report 
to this House, by bill or otherwise.. 


Read and adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Irion, the orders of the day were taken up.. 
A joint resolution to repeal the joint resolution granting fur- 


ther time for the payment of Government dues, and’ the return. 
of field notes. - 


Read a'second time.. 


Mr. Cunningham introduced the following as a substitute : 


A joint resolution granting further time for the payment of 
Government dues and the return of field notes. 
Read and substitute adopted. 


i Bourland moved to strike out “1850” and insert “1st Nov. 
49,” 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Bogart, Bourland’ 
Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Lott, Lyons, Miller 
of C., Miller of H., Milican, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Robertson, 
Rodgers, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, 
Webb, White and Willie—3s5. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Caruthers, Cunningham, Dooley, 
Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Moseley, McCown, McNeill, 
Pease, Potter; Rains, Reagan, Sadler, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, 
Truitt, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and Wren—24. 


Carried. 


Mr. Willie moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 
Mr. Cunningham moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 
Lost. 
Question onthe motion to reconsider was taken and lost, 
‘ ae Cunningham moved to refer to the committee on Public 
an 
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Carried. 


A bill to establish a board of Medical Censors. 

Read a second time by its caption, and 

On motion of Mr, Allen, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Cunningham moved that the committee on Printing 
have such documents printed as the committee on Finance may 
deem advisable. 


Carried. ‘ 


On motion of Mr. Haynie, the House adjourned until Tues- 
day morning, 10 o’clock. 
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House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Dec. 28, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was ealled, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, Bry- 
an, Caruthers, Crump, Cunningham, Davisof L., Davisaf R. 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gillaim, Goade. Hardiman, 
Haynie, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Milican, Mose- 
ley, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Railey, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stoddard, Taylor, 
Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler,and White. 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Webb, Chairman of the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions made the following report, 


Your committee to whom was referred the reselution of Mr. 
Miller of H., instructing the committee on Federal Relations 
to draft suitable resolutions requesting our Representatives 
and instructing our Senators in Congress to procure the pas- 
sage of a law to pay the volunteers of Texas who turned out 
under the call of Col. Curtis have had the same under consid- 
eration and beg Jeave to report, that since they reported a few 
days ago, other add more satisfactary evidence has come be- 
fore the committee, and they therefore recommend the pas- 
sage of the accompanying Joint Preamble and Resolutions as 
a substitute for the Joint Memorial formerly reported to the 
House. 

Read and laid on the table to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a Joint Resolution request- 

ing the contractor of the Mail route from Austin to Bonham 
2 transport the same weekly instead‘of semi-monthly, and 
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making provision for the same, upon which they have gus- 
pended all rules. 


< 


Mr. Anderson, Chairman of the, committee on Public lands 
made the following report. 


4 ; 

The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred the 
petition of Mordecai Fieming' praying the Legislature to 
consider his situation and grant him special relief, have duly 
considered his petition and have instructed me to report, that 
the powers of the Legislature in extending relief to indi idual 
cases is chiefly confined to those cases where a right has 
heretoforé been created and established and which right’ can- 
not be fully perfected and enjoyed under the laws creating the 
same, or when there are conditions in favor of the State at- 
tached to the right and by removing or changing the condi- 
tions the rights of others are not effected thereby an | individu- 
al justice advanced at the same time without injury to the 
State. The question then arises, has the present: applicant 
placed himself under,the class of provisions which yoar com- 
mittee deem safe to.adopt for the future government of the 
same: we think not. The petitioner, Fleming, statesin his pe- 
tion, that he conceived himself entitled to a head-right certifi- 
cate under the existing laws, that he applied to the proper tri- 
` bunal and his claim was denied or refused, he ceased to pros- 
ecute his suit further,” which he had aright todo and waived 
the only right which he had under the laws creating that right. 
His rights have (if his petition be true) already been decided 
and adjudicated upon, and for the Legislature to attempt to 
grant relief when one of the proper and co-ordinate branches 
of the government have acted upon the same would be to say 
the least of it, establishing a principle dangerous in practice 
if not of doubtful power. But independent of these consider- 
ations, which we think sufficient, we cannot extend the relief 
in the present case; to do so, would be to grant a right not ex- 
isting heretofore, and to grant a special and individual origin- 
al claim to land would be of doubtful power, and of unwise 
policy. The petitioner, Fleming, does not present himself (in 
the event that the Legislature could and thought it just to act 
on such cases) properly within the just, legal and equitable 
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inteferance of the Legislature; his petition at least, should 
have been sworn to, and also accompanied with additional 
proof of the truth of facts set forth, otherwise the action of this 
body could and would be required upon, as many similar 
claims, as the interests of men might excite, and would 
open the door for wild and undeserving Legislative intefer- 
ence; we therefore recommend no action in favor of the peti- 
tioner, and leave him to his rights at law, if any he have. 


Read and adopted. 


ed 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed bills, 
reported that they have examined an act to prescribe the mode 
of voting in all popular elections. 

An act to remove the disability of minority from William 
Stene, Jr., so as to enable himto receive his portion of the es- 
tate ofhis deceased parents. 

An act to establish more permanently the county seat of 
Collin county. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons 
who may be indebted to the State on account of direct taxes 
payable in Texas Treasury notes. 

An act authorizing the county court of Red River county to 
have the Records in Books A. B. and C., of Deeds, Bonds and 
Mortgages and other instruments of writing now inthe office 
of the Clerk of said county transcribed. 

Also an act to establish publié schools in the county of Gal- 
veston, and find the same correctly engrossed. 


. Read and adopted. 


come 


Mr. Neal introduced a bill to authorize the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts to sell certain public property therein named, 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Haynie introduceda bill appropriating five thousand 
dollars for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Leg- 
islature. 7 

Read a first time. ; 
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Mr. Stout introduced a bill repealing the Bankrupt law. 

Read a first time. 

_- Mr. Lamar introduced a bill for the incorporation of the 
city of Laredo. 

_ Read a first time. ; 

Mr. Stout introdiced a bill to be entitled an act repealing 
a portion of the third section of an act defining the mode by 
which holders of conditional certificates shall establish the 
same. h 

Read a first time. 

Mer. Taylor introduced. a bill to repeal in part, the 4th see- 
tion ofan act to raise a revenue by direct taxation; approved 
28th April, A. D. 1846. 

Read a first time. i 

Mr. Stout introduced a bill for the relief of the owners of 
conditional headright eertificates. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Haynie introduced a bill to provide for repairs on the 
public buildings in the city of Austin. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Haynie moved a suspension of the rule. 

Carried. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Haynie ordered 7 be engrossed. 


_ On motion of Mr. Allen, the orders os the day were taken 
up. i 


An act to establish Public Schools i in the county of Galves- 
ton. 

Read a third time and pasei. 

An act authoriżing the county court of Red River county t to 
have certain books transcribed. 

Read a third time and passed. 

An act to remove the disability of minority from William 
Stein, Jr. 

Read a third time ahd passed. 


An actestablishing more permanently the county seat of 
Collin county. 


Read a third and passed. 


An act for the relief of those persons indebted to the State 
in Treasury notes. - 
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Read a third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, recommitted to the committee 
on Finance. 

An act to prescribe the mode of voting in all popular elec- 
tions. 

Read a third time and passed. 

An act concerning witnesses fees. 

Read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

An act concerning head right certificates. 

Read a first time. 

An act requiring holders of conditional certificates to depos- 
ite the same in the General Land Office within a certain 
time. 

Read a first time. 

An act creating certain penalties. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong referred to the Judiciary com- 
. mittee. 

A bill to define the boundaries of Austin county. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Willie, referred to the committee on coun- ` 
ty boundaries. 

An act to amend an act to raise a revenue by direct taxa- 
tion. 

Read a second time. and 

On motion of Mr. Willie referred to the committee on coun- 
ty boundaries. 

An act to amend an act to raise a revenue by direct taxa- 
tion. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

A Joint resolution requiring the Governor to reside at the 
seat of government. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Potter moved to amend by inserting after the word “Go- 
venor’ the words “Attorney General and Secretary of State.” . 

Carried; and, 

` On motion of Mr. Anderson, referred to committee on State 


Affairs. 
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An act to incorporate ahd establish Guadaluge College. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Anderson moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Cunningham moved torefer the bill to the Judiciary 
committee. 

Carried. 

_An act to authorise W. J. S. Carter to adopt J ohn R. Butler 
as his son. 

Read a first time. 

An act prescribing the proof necessary for the representa- 
tives of those who fell under the command of Fannin, Travis, 
Grant and Johnson to obtain the land to which they were en- 
titled, was read together with the substitute offerred by the 
committee on public lands; substitute adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Potter ordered to be engrossed. 

An act for the establishment of Free Public Schools. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Runnels referred to the commtttee on Ed- 
ucation. 

By leave, Mr. Rion introduced a Joint Resolution to pro- 
vide a more suitable building for the Supreme Court. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Willie moved to suspend the rule. 

Carried. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Willie ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Sadler moved a further suspension of the rule. 

Carried. 

Read a third time and passed. 

Ati act-to define the powers and jurisdiction of Justices 
courts within incorporated towns, cities, &c. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Potter, referred to the Judiciary commit- 
tee. . 
A billsupplementary to an act to organize the county of Pa- 
nola. 

Read a second time. l 

Mr. Lyons moved to refer to a select committee. 

Mr. Goode moved to refer to the committee on county boun- 
daries. 

Carried. 

An act concerning slaves. 
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Read a second time. ° 

Mr. Bogart moved to refer to the Judiciary committee. 

Lost. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to refer to the committee on State Af- 
fairs. 

Carried. f 

An act giving the donees of San Jacinto certificates the right 
of conveying the same in fee simple. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, referred tothe Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

An act making an appropriation for the mileage and per di- 
em pay of members ofthe Legislature. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, ordered to be engrossed. 

An to provide for the distribution of the funds received from 
the U. 8. ; 

Read a second time; and 

On motion ot Mr. Wren ordered to be engrossed. 

By leave, Mr. Moseley introduced an act.defining the mode 
of conveying property in which the wife has an interest. 

Read a first time by its caption. 

By leave, Mr. Winkler introduced a bill to locate the coun- 
ty seat of Navarro county. 

Read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, 

The House adjourned to two o'clock, p. m. 


2 o'clock, p. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—a 
quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Mr. Shaw was excused from attendence on the House on 
account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 


— 


—_— 
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Mr. Neal was added to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, 

The resolutions adopted at a meeting of the citizens of 
Washington county and its vicinity were taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Wille referred to the committee on Post 
Routes. 


Ce ene 


Mr. Anderson, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
made the following report. 


A majority of the committee on Public Lands to whom was 
referred the Joint Resolution to repeal the Joint Resolution 
granting further time for the payment of Government dues 
and return of field notes together withthe amendments,have in-. 
structed me to report the same back to the House and recom- 
mend the passage of the substitute offered by the-House. 


Report read and adopted. 


— 


Mr. Lott moved to strike out “first of March, 1850,” and in- 
sert “ third Monday in December, 18-49.” . 
Rejected. 
On motion of Mr. Anderson, 
Fhe substitute for the joint resolution granting further time for 
the payment of Government dues and the return of field notes, 
was read, and passed to a third reading. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman ofthe committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined an act to 
provide for repairs necessary on public buildings in the city 


of Austin, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
Read and adopted. 


On motion of My. Haynie, 
The rule was suspended. 
Bill read a third time and passed. 


\ 
! \ 
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On motion of Mr. Stout, 

The resolution responsive to the resolutions of the General 
Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, were taken up and read a second time. . 

Mr. Moseley moved to amend by inserting “ Rhode Island 
Fellow Citizens, and Northern Fellow Citizens,” instead of 
“ Rhode Island Friends and Northern Friends.” 

Adopted. l 

Mr. Stout moved the engrossment of the joint resolution. 


The yeas and nays being called for, stood— 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, - 
Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Sun- 
ningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, 
` Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Milican, Mosely, McCown, 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, 
Rodgers, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, 
Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and 

ren. 


a 


+ 
Ordered to be engrossed without a dissenting voice. 
On motion of Mr. Allen, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 


House of Representatives. 
Austin, Dec. 29, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was ballad, 

And the following members answered to their names: 

Mesire, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland Bry- 
an, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis ofL. 


Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gt 


= 


pes 
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liam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie,Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, 

Lyons, Miller of C., Milican, Moseley, McCown, Me Neill, 

Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, 

Rodgers, Railey, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout,Stad- 


dard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheel- 
er, White and Wren. 


A quorum present, 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Rodgers asked leave to record his vote in the affirma- 
iive, on the adoption of the resolutions responsive to the reso- 
lutions of the General Assembly of the State of Rhode, Island 
and Providence plantations. 

Granted. 

Mr. McCown presented the petition of sundry lawyers and 
physicians of Montgomery county. 

Mr. McCown moved its reference tothe committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. Taylor moved its reference to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Runnels moved to lay on the table.. 

Lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to refer to a select committee. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, referred to the Finance committee. 

Mr. Neal presented the petition of Morgan O’Bryan. 

Read, and referred to committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of F. M. Dimond. 

Read, and referred to committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Cellin Forbes. 

Read, and on motion, referred to committee on Public-Lands. 


— 2 


Mr. Pease, chairman the of J udiciary committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: ` 


The commitee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
resolutión directing said committee to take into conside- 
ration the propriety of repealing the fourth section of an 
act defining the duties of District Attorneys, approved 13th 
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May, 1846 ; and also, the fourth section of an act defining the 
duties of Attorney General of the State of Téxas, approved the 
Lith May, 1846, have had the same under consideration. ` The 
two sections referred to, require these officers to make a report 
of the number of indictments which have been found by the 
Grand Juries, specifying the offences charged therein, the num- 
ber of arraignments, convictions and acquittals for each offence ; 
and also the nature and amount of penalty imposed in cases of 
convictions, and the amount of fines and penalties collected. 
A majority of said committee believing that these reports will 
furnish much valuable information relating to the number and 
character of misdemeanors and crimes committed throughout 
the State; and that they will also serve to show with what 
ability and success these officers have enforced the criminal 
laws ofthe State—are opposed to the repeal of said sections ; 
and they have directed me to return said resolution to the 
House, with a recommendation that it be laid upon the table, 
and that the committee be discharged from its further conside- 
ration. All of which is respectfully submitted. - 


ing 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, also report- 
ed—That the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red an act toincorporate the Union Marine and Fire Insu- 
rance Company, have considered said act with much care, and 
are of opinion it should be amended as follows, viz.: , 

First. Amend the second section by adding at the end there- 
of, as it now stands, the following words: “ But such forfeit- 
ure or forfeitures and sale of stock shall not release the holder 
thereof, nor his, her or their securities, on the notes contempla- 
ted to be given in section eighth of this act, from his, her or 
their liability on account of said notes, to any person or persons 
having a just claim against the corporation created by this act.” 

Second. Amend the fifth section by striking out the words 
“To purchase and sell Bills of Exchange” in the fifteenth line. 

Third. Amend the fifth section by striking out the words 
“and do all those things which an individual citizen may do in 
conformity with the laws,” in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
lines. 

Fourth. Amend the sixth section by adding at the end-there- 
of, as it now stands, the following words: “ And incase the 
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assignee of any share or shares of stock shall deposit his note 
with -securities as contemplated and- provided for in ‘section 
eighth of this act, the same to be approved by the county court 
as in said section eighth is provided ; then the assignor of such 
share or shares shall have the right to withdraw and cancel his 
note or notes, and securities given for such share or shares of 
stock: otherwise the notes and securities of said assignor to be 
and remain subject and liable to all the conditions and provis- 
ions contained in section ninth of this act.” 

Fifth. Amend ‘the eighth section by striking it out entirely, 
and inserting the following as a substitute therefor, vig.: 

Section 8th. Be it further enacted, That -the office of the 
Company incorporated by .this «ct shall be located in the city 
of Galveston, and so soon as the President and Directors there- 
of shall establish, by evidence, to the satisfaction of the county 
court of Galveston Gounty, that ten per centum of the capital 
stock of said corporation has been paid by the stockholders to 
the actuaryor secretary thereof, and that the balance or resi- 
due of said capital of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
has been secured, to be paid when called for, as contemplated 
in section second of this act, by the notes of the holders of said 
capital stock secured by not less than two good and sol- 
vent persons, who shall be citizens of, and residents in, either 
the county of Galveston or the county of Harris; and also, 
shall establish, tothe satisfaction of the county court, that the 
direction of said corporation has been organized in gonformity 
with the provisions of section third of this act, then said coun- 
ty court shall give them a certificate - thereof, which shall be 
their warrant to commence business operations, under the au- 
thority vested by this-act.” 

Sixth. Amend the act by inserting the following as the 
ninth section: 

Section 9. Be it further enacted, That in case.the corpora- 
tion created by this act shall fail or refuse, or be unable to pay 
any Judgment which may be rendered against the same, the 
person or persons interested in said judgment shall have aright 
of action against each stockholder thereof, and his, her or their 
securities, on the notes required to be given by section eighth 
of this act, untilsuch judgment or judgments are satisfied and 
discharged.” . 

Seventh, Amend the ninth section of the original act by ma- 
king it the tenth section. 


10 
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Eighth. Amend the original ninth section by striking out 
the words “irrevocable but fer account of misdemeanor, mal- 
feasance or breach oflaw.”, With these amendments a majori- 
ty of said committee believe the act will be unobjectionable, 


and they recommend its passage. All ef which is respectfully 
submitted. : 


Semanal 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, ‘also made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “an 
act to establish a Board of Medical Censors for the State of 
Texas, have had the same under consideration, and a.majority 
of said committee have directed me to report—That, in their 
opinion, neither the interest of the medical profession, nor the 
convenience of the public, will be promoted by the passage of 
such a law: indeed, so far as public opinion can be ascertained, 
it is presumed to be averse to any legislation on the subject, 
fora law ofa similar character was passed by the Congress of 
the late Republic, in 1837, under which Censors were appoint- 
ed, but they never acted under said appointment, nor has the 
law ever been enforced: it still remains a dead letter on our 
statute books, althoughunrepealed. Entertaining these-opinions, 
they have directed me to return the act to the House, with a 
recommendation that it be laid on the table, and that the com- 
mittee be discharged from its further consideration. All of 
which is respecfully submitted. 

Report adopted: 


Mr. Potter moved that the bill to create a Board. of Medical 
Censors be taken from the table. 
Lost. s 


meee - 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, to wit.: 
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Joint-rssolution of the State of Texas responsive to the joint 
resolution of the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 
adopted in March of the present year; i aes 

A joint preamble and resolutions of the State of Texas, re- 
sponsive to the resolutions relative te slavery and the Mexican. 
war, passed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Vermont, in the month of November, 1846; 

An act to provide for the disposition of the funds received 
from-the-United States ; and i 

An act to regulate the salaries of District Attorneys, and find 
the same correctly. engressed. et; 

Mr. Eddy, chairman of the select committee appointed to 
examine the petition of Nancy Hutchinson, and the memorial 
of 118 citizens of Jefferson county, praying the grant of a ferry 


-privilege to Naney Hutchinson, reported that they consider the 


aforesaid petitioner, Nancy Hutchinson, entitled to the benefit 
and relief prayed for in her petition, she having been proprietor 
-of said ferry sinee its first establishment, and owner of the land 
on the west bank of the Neches river, at the town of Beaumont, 
for nearly twenty years, and would most respectfully recom- 
mend the accompanying bill to the favorable consideration of 
the House. 

Mr. Bryan introduced a.bill to prevent slaves.from carrying 
‘fire-arms. 

Read a first time. l 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill requiring county elerks ta per- 
Torm certain duties. 

Read a first time. i i 

Mr. Rodgers introduced a bill to exempt from taxation all 
property designed and used for purposes of religious worship 
and of education. ` 

Read a first time. 

Mr. McCown introduced a bill to ascertain the outstanding 
liabilities of the State of Texas. z 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Fields introduced a.bill to repeal certain sections of an 
act regulating elections, approved May 11th, A. D. 1846. 
Read a first time. 
- Mr. Willie introduced a joint resolution, requiring the Com- 
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missioner cf the General Land Office to issue a patent in the 
name of the heirs of Wm. P. Nunn, deceased. 
Read a first time. 


Mr. Keenan introduced a bill to make valid all instruments of 
writing, without seal or (scrawl) scroll, 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill to repeal the 4th section of an act 
entitled an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation, approved, 
23th April, A. D. 1846. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stout introduced a bill to enable any person to adopt an 
heir by applying to the Probate Court. 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the House proceeded to take up 
the orders of the day. 

A joint resolution granting further time for the payment of 
Government dues and tue return of field notes. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill authorizing the Comptroller of Public Aceounts to 
sell certain public property therein named. 

Read a second time, and ' 

On motion of Mr. Haynie referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings. 


A bill appropriating five thousand dollars for the contingent 
expenses of both Houses of the Legislature. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Stout moved its reference to the committee on Finance- 

Lost. 

Mr. Rayner moved its engrossment. 

Carried. 

A bill repealing the Bankrupt law. 

Read @ second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Potter referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to reduce into 
one act and amend the several acts relating to the establishment 
of a General Land Office, passed December 14th, 1837, was 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Neal, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic’ Lands. 

A bill repealing a portion of the: 3d section of an act coe 


149 


the mode by which holders of conditional certificates shall esta- 
blish the same. 

Read a second time, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Stout, referred to the Judiciary com- 
‘mittee. 

A bill to repeal in part the 4th section of an act to raise a 
zevenue by direct taxation, approved 28th April, A. D. 1846. 

Read a second time, and ` 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee oń Fi- 
nance. 


A bill for the relief of the owners of conditional head-right 
certificates.. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stout, referred to the eommittee on the 
Judiciary. 


Preamble and joint resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas, requesting the Senators and Representatives of 
Texas, in the Congress of the United States, to urge the pas- 
sage of alaw for the payment of thé volunteers called out 
from this State under the requisition of Col. S. R. Curtis. - 

Read a first time. 


‘A bill to prohibit the Board of and Commissioners in each 
county of this State from issuing certificates to any claimant 
whatsoever, unless the applicant or claimant shall previously 
_ ‘thereto have received a conditional certificate from some com- 
petent authority. 

Read.a second time, and 

“On motion of Mr. Millican, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill authorising W. J. S. Carter to adopt John Russel But- 
der as his son. | 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Bryan moved to strike out the clause changing the name 
of John Russel Butler. 


Carried. : A 
Mr. Perry moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Carried. 


A bill to be entitled an act to define the mode of conveying 
‘property in which the wife has an interest. 

Mr. Moseley moved that it be read by its caption. 

Carried. 
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Read a second time, and referred to the Judiciary com-. 
mittee. 


An act to locate the county seat of Navarro county. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, referred to. the Committee on. 
County Boundaries. 


A. bill preseribing the mode to obtain head-right cori acele; 
where the unconditional certificate never issued. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Hardiman moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Cunningham moved its reference to the Judiciary com- 
mittee, - 

Carried. 

A billto be entitled an act requiring eonditional certificates, 
with the surveys thereon, to- be deposited in the General. Land. 
Office in a given period. 

Read a second time 

Mr. Bogart moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Cunningham moved its reference to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

Carried. 


A bill for the incorporation of the city of Laredo, 
Read a second time by its caption,.on motion of Mr. Milican: 
Mr. Irion moved its engrossment. 


Lost. 

Mr. Pease moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
éngross. + 

Carried—and. 


On motion of Mr. Pease referred to the Paraya com- 
raittee. 


A joint resolution responsive to the preambleand.resolutions 
passed. by the General Assembly of the State Virginia. 
Read: a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the disposition of. 
the funds received from the United States. 
Read a third time and passed. . 


A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the salaries of District’ 
Attorneys. 
Read a third time, and passed by the following vote: 


“$51 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Caru- 


. thers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis 


of R, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Irion, Kee- 
nan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, Moseley, 
McCown, McNeil, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Robert- 
son, Sadler, Sterne, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Winkler 
and Willie—88. . 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Eddy, Edwards, Har 
diman, Lott, Rains, Reagan, Rodgers, Runnels, Shannon: 
Stout, Walling, Wheeler, White and Wren—16. 


A. joint resolution, responsive to the preamble and resolu- 
tions passed by the Geyeral Assembly of the State of Ver- 
mont, on the question of slavery and the Mexican war. 

Reada third time by its caption on motion of Mr. Irion. 


The question on the final passage was then taken and car- 
ried, ; è 


On motion of Mr. Rayner, Mr. Eddy was added to the eom“ 


mittee-on Claims and Aceounts. 


Mr, Goode moved that the House adjourn to 3 o'clock, 
P. M. . 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr, Crutcher the House adjourned to to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o'clock. 


House of Representatives, 
City of Anstin, December 30, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The rol, was called, 
And the following members answered to'their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Cunningham, Crutcher, Davis of L., 
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Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardi- 
man, Irion, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Moseley, 
McNeil, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Benfro, Reagan, Robert- 
son, Railey, Runnels, Sadler. Shannon, Stout. Stoddard Stuart, 


Taylor, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, and Wren. 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Keenan leave of absence was granted the 
Ilon. W. E. Crump for two weeks. 


Mr. Stuart chairman of the committee on Finance, made the | 


following report: 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred the en- 
grossed bill to provide for the relief of persons indebted to the 
State, on account of direct taxes payable in Treasury notes, 
- have had the subject under consideration, and respectfully beg 
leave to report the bill back to the House, with the accompany- 
ing substitute for the same. 


Read and adopted. 


* 
ramsari s 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee made the 
following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to establish and incorporate Guadalupe College, have had the 
same under consideration, and they believe that it requires 
some amendment. ‘The 14th section of the act excepts the pro- 
perty of the College from taxation, without expressing an opin- 
ion about the policy of exempting the property of such institu- 
tions from taxation. The committee believe that if any such 
exemption is allowed it should be done by a generallaw, that 
will exclude all institutions in the State of a similar character. 
The 15th section provides that the act shall be a public one, 
and judicially taken notice of without special pleading. The 
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corporation proposed to be established by the act being a pri- 
vate one, the committee are not aware of any good reason why 
this act should be placed upon a different footing from other 
acts establishing private corporations. Entertaining these 
views a majority of the committee recommend that the act be 
amended as follews, viz: 


ist. Strike out the 14th section. 
2d. Strike out the 15th section. 


With these amendments they recommend the bill to the favo- 
table consideration of the House. = 


Received and laid on the table, to come up with the orders 
of the day. a 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill giving to the donees of San Jacinto certificates tie right te 
convey the same in fee simple, have had the same under consi- 
deration. and a majority of said committee are of opinion’ that 
‘the holders of these certificates, and all other donation certifi- 
cates, and of the lands acquired under them. should be permitted 
to alienate the same whenever it suits their interest or conve- 
. nience to do so—and that when they have been sold and passed 
. from. the hands of the original donees, that they shall no longer 

be exempt from execution. They have therefore prepared a 
general act that applies to all certificates of a character similar 
to those named in the bill referred to them, which act is enti- 
tled an act authorizing persons whe have received donation 
certificates under the provisions of an act granting lands te 
those who were in the batt'es of San Jacinto and other bat- 
tles, approved Dec. 31, 1837—to alienate said certificates and 
the lands acquired under them—anhd they recommend it be 
adopted as asubstitute for the original bill. 


Read and adopted. i 


» 
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Mr. Anderson, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following. report: 


Your committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
Joint Resolution for the relief of John S. McNairy of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, have had the’same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report in favor ef the joint resolution, 
and recommend its passage. 


Read and laid on the table to come up with the orders of 
the day. i i 


aram 


Mr. Anderson, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: . : 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the- 
petition of Leander Brown, praying that he be allowed to pur- 
chase at valuation, certain town lots in the city of Austin, 
have had the same under cousideration, and ask leave to re- 
port, that they can see no reason for Legislative interference,. 
and recommend that the Legislature take no action in fayor of 
petitioner. ; 


Read and adopted. 


Pa 


Mr. Andersom chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of V. N.. Harris, praying. the Legislature to- grant him 
640 acres. of land in addition to the same amount already re- 
ceived, have considered the same, and for the reasons already 
urged by your committee in their report upon similar cases, 
recommend the rejection of the petition, and leave the peti- 
tioner to his remedy at law. r 


Read and adopted, 


aa 
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Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office,. 
made the following report: i l 


The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, relative to the 
erection of a fire proof building for the.use- of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, have had'the same under consideration, and. 
a majority of said‘committee have instructed me to report 
that they believe it inexpedient to put up such a building at 
this time and place, owing tothe want of a permanent seat of 
government. 


Read and adopted. 


ace 


Mr- McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office,. 
made the following. report:. - : 


The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred: 
an act prescribing the mode of electing a commissioner of the 
General Land Office, have had the same under consideration; 
and a majority of said committee have instructed me to re- 
port, that they are of opinion that the interest of the country: 
would not be subserved by the passage of said act, as the law 
of the last Legislature now stands on the statute books, it is- 
made the duty of the Legislature to elect that officer, and they 
ean see no valid reason for any change in that law. They 
therefore, recommend that the act prescribing the mode of. 
electing the Commissioner of the General Land Office, be in- 
definitely postponed. , ; 

Read. 

Mr. Anderson moved to lay the report on the table: 

The yeas and nays being called on the question stood, 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, 
Bourland, Burroughs, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of R.» 
Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Keenan, 
Lott, Lyons, Mosely, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Robertson, Rogers, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Stout, Stoddard, 
Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, "Wheeler and 
Wren—38. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Caruthers, Davis. ef L., Edwards, 
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Fields, Irion, Lewis, Miller of C., Millican, McCown, Mc- 
Neill, Neal, Renfro, Sadler, Stuart and Willie—16. 
Carried. 


— 


Mr. Irion, Chairman of the committee on County Boundaries, 
made the following report: - i 


The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red a bill entitled an act supplementary to an aet to organize 
the county of Upshur, have had the same under consideration 
and beg leave to introduce the accompanying substitute, and 
recommend its passage in lieu of the original bill. 

_ Read.and.adepted. 


= 


ment 


_ Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrosed Bills, 
reported, that they had examined an act to provide an appro- 
priation forthe payment of mileage and per diem pay of the 
members of the Legislature of the State of Texas, and find 
the same correctly engrossed. 

Read and.adopted. 


Vase a 
Mr. Potter, chairman of the select committee, reported: 


The Select committee, to whom was referred the report of 
the Comptroller of Pablic Accounts, with the accompanying 
documents, exhibiting his action under a joint resolution of 
the last Legislature. by which he was required to settle the 
accounts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late 
Navy of Texas, have given to the sabject. their most mature 
consideration, and mow beg jeave to report to the House the 
result of their deliberations. 

The accounts current made out by the Auditor of the late 
Republic of Texas, on the 27th of April, 1844, and which is 
contained among the papers submitted te us, shows that Com- 
modore Moore is charged at that time by the Auditor with the 


_ accompanying this report. 
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sum of seventy-two thousand seven hundred and- twenty-six 
dollars and seventy-four cents, ($72,726 74) of which, the sum 
of eighteen thousand eight hundred and twelve dollars and 
seventy-four cents ($18,812 74) is charged in Exchequer Bills, 
and the balance in par funds. He is credited by twenty-one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one dollars and thirty-eight 
cents, leaving the balance against him of fifty thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-five dollars and thirty-six cents ` 
($50,875 36) which willappear by reference to document A, 

The committee in stating the accounts of Commodore Moore, 
have arranged his claims against the government into five 
classes. The first class amounting to- thirty-five thousand 
one hundred and thirty-five dollars and sixty-five cents, in- 
cludes various kinds of cash disbursements for the use of the 
Navy. The second class amounts to. $8,138 50, embraces 
cash disbursements made in the enlistment of men, and bounty’ 
paid them on entering the service. The third class, amount- 
ing to $2,106 74, embraces expenditures for the use of the 
Navy, which were liquidated at the time they were incurred 
by the individual obligation of Commodore Moore, with the 
hypothecation of the Exchequer Bills at fifty cents on the dol- 
lar. The fourth class is composed of items of disbursements 
for the use of the Navy of which seven thousand two hundred 
and nine dolars and thirty-three cents were liquidated by the 
individual obligations of Commodore Moore, and one theusand 
one hundred and eighty-three dollars and thirty cents were 
paid in cash. The fifth class amounts to four thousand two 
hundred and twenty-five dollars and twenty cents, and in- 
cludes expenses incurred for the use of the Navy, which were 
wholly liquidated by the individual obligations of Commodore 
Moore. 

An abstract of the foregoing is among the papers submitted, 
and is made a part of this report, as document X. : 

The Comptrollerjendorses all the vouchers for claims of the 
first class, as equitable and just, except the two last numbered 
143, for five hundred dollars, and 144 for three hundred and 
litty-five dollars, which he submits as informal vouchers to be 
acted upon by the Legislature. n 

Your Committee concur in the opinion expressed by the 
Comptroller, that the vouchers of this class‘are equitable and 
just, and they perceive no difference between the character of 
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‘the last two vouchers and that of the preceding ones, and be- 
lieve that there can be no good cause why they should not all 
be allowed. 

‘The disbursements comprised-in the second class are not en- 

dorsed by the Comptroller, for the reason that they are not of 
a kind authorized by the regulations of: the service, though 
rendered necessary by the emergency of the times, under 
which they were incurred. A bare reference to the nature 
of these disbursements will suffice to explain the necessity 
which prompted the expenditure. The Navy was compara- 
tively without men, and ordered -upon an expedition against 
the enemy. The regulations ofthe Naval service of the Uni- 
ted States, (which we view as a fair criterian in the’ absence 
-ofany positive law of our own,) allows bounty to seamen whe 
-enlist, and autherizes the employment of persons for the pur- 
pose of procuring recruits—of this character are all the dis- 
-bursements of the second class. It is to be recollected that 
‘their enlistments were made in the United States, then a for- 
eign country, and was a violation of the neutrality and laws 
of that government. All parties engaged in the transaction, 
rendered themselves amenable to highly penal laws—under 
these circumstances, it is not unreasonable to-suppose that 
the cost of enlisting men would have been higher than in or- 
dinary cases. This, however, we do not find to be the case, on 
the contrary, the committee are convinced that the cost incur- 
red is-less than that which usually attends the -enlistment of 
‘men under the most favorable circumstances. : 

The third class is composed of five items of disbursements, 
„made in the ;purchaseof provisions and other naval supplies. 
` The first four items were liquidated by the individual obligations 

-of Commodore Moore, with a pledge of double the amount in 
Exchequer Bills. The hypothecation was forfeited and the 
holders took the Exchequer Bills at fifty cents on the dollar. 
The last item was paid partly in par funds, and partly in Ex- 
-chequers. These were all cash expenditures, and no objec- 
tion can exist to the disbursements included inthis class. 

In the fourth class are included disbursements made for the 
purchase of Naval supplies. No doubt exists as to the cor- 
‘rectness of the accounts. The only difficulty arises from the 
‘fact that a portion of the account was liquidated by the obli- 
gation of Commodore Moore, and the remainder paid in cash. 

In the fifth class are included disbursements made for the 
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purchase of Naval supplies, and the repairs of the sloop of 
war Austin, in satisfaction of which Commodore Moore gave. 
his individual ebligations. No-disbursements of money were. 
made fer any items included in this class. The Auditor has 

‘charged in his acceunt current, the Exchequer Bills against 

Commodore Meore, in par funds. This the committee do not 

‘conceive to be just; satisfactory evidence is before us to show 

‘the rate at which those bills passed, from which it appears 

that for the amount of eighteen thousand eight hundred and. 
twelve dollars, he received actually six thousand three hun- 

‘dred and seventy-seven dollars and seventy-eight cents—a 

‘fraction over thirty-three-and-a-third cents on the dollar, and 

a higher rate than the market value at the time they were 

-expended. Weare, therefore, of opinion that the most equi- 

table arrangement would be, to require the actual proceeds 

only of the depreciated currency to be accounted for, which 

makes a deduction of twelve thousand four hundred and thirty- 

four dollars and twenty-two cents, to be placed to the credit of 
Commodore Moore. In addition to the accounts stated upon 

the abstract of the Comptroller, the committee believe that 

there are other credits justly due Commodore Moore. The 

Comptroller has deducted from the credits allowed, the sum 

ofseven hundred and seventy-seven dollars and twenty-two 

cents, the items of which, will be seen by reference to exhibit 

marked B, accompanying this report. These deductions are 

made upon the ground that no strictly legal vouchers existed 

for this portion of the disbursements. The evidences before: 
us shows sufficiently, that this amount was actually expended 

for the use of the Navy over and above what is allowed by 

the Comptroller. The greater part is for medicine and cloth- - 
ing proper for the service: and the want of strictly formal 
vouchers ought not in cur opinion to preclude a recognition of 
the claims. - - 

Another portion of the accounts of Commodere Moore are 
not allowed by the Comptroller, on the ground that the dis- 
bursements were made through the third persons acting for 
him. We are convinced that alf the expenditures of this 
character, amounting to fourteen hundred and eighty-eight 
dollars and fifty-seven and-a-half cents were incurred for the 
use of the Navy, and paid for by Commodote Moore. 

And as they were actually received on board the different 
vessels, we can perceive no objections to allowing the account. 
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An abstract of the various items included in this amount will 
be seen by reference to exhibit marked C, Another document 
marked D, exhibits a statement of various cash disbursements 
for the use of the Navy, for which no formal vouchers are shown, 
but which have every appearance of being equitable and just. 
This account is for one thousand and filty-nin- dollars, fifty- 
two cents, and all the items contained in it are for naval sup- 

lies and bounty to seamen; except one item of fifty dollars, 
or cash advanerd to Thos. 8. Lubbock, while engaged in the 
service of the government. 

The committee are of opinion that this item, although for 
the use of the government, ought not to be allowed, inasmuch 
as the disbursement was not strictly for the use of the Navy. 
The last accounts, together, amount to $2,498 09. It is to be 
observed, so far as relates to the greater part of the disburse- 
ments made by Com. Moore, that the informalities of the vouch- 
ers, arises from the fact that he was, after the passage of the act 
of Congress of January the 18th, A. D. 1841, Naval Storekeep- 
er and Navy Agent, as well as Commander of the entire fleet. 

Had the two former offices, been held by separate individuals, 
it would have been proper that requisitions should be made by 
the commanding officer, for whatever supplies were needed for 
the service: but, as he held all three of the offices, this formali- 
ty might be unnecessary ; as the requisitions would „of course 
have been made upon himself. As this is the only formality 
wanting in a large majority of the vouchers, it is a mere tech- 
nical quibble, to reject a voucher for a defect so trifling and un- 
important. 

Your committee are satisfied that it was the intention of the 
Legisiature, in passing the joint resolution under which the 
Comptroller acted, ihat the accounts of Com. Moore should be 
settled upon an equitable basis ; and they have been governed 
by this construction of the resolution. There is no voucher, 
approved by us, which has not, upon the face of it, evidence of 
intrinsic correctness. Taking into view the circumstances of 
the times, and the embarrassments which surrounded the Naval 
service, it is to be wondered, that even informal vouchers should 
have been preserved. We discover, by reference to the former 
settlement, made by the Auditor, that many’ accounts are pass- 
ed, of the same character with those embraced in the present 
settlement, and upon vouchers equally informal. So far as 
regards that class of accounts, amounting to fourteen thousand ~~ 
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and eleven dollars and eighty-six cents, liquidated by the in- 
dividual notes of Com. Moore, an abstract of which accompa- 
nies this report, marked E, the committee are of .opinion that 
they should not be estimated in settling the accounts of that 
officer, with the government; and they are of the same opin- 
ion in iegard to the other class of accounts, for eleven htindred 
and ninety dollars and twenty cents, (the items of which will be 
seen by reference to exhibit È) which are. unliquidated by any 
obligation of Com. Moore ; but, like the last mentioned, were 
pu.chased by him for the use of the Navy.and on a credit. 
The vouchers ‘tor both these classes are with the papers sub- 
mitted tous, and belong to the archives of the Auditorial De- 
partment: these should be made the subject of a separate ad- 
justment: ` 


A recapitulation of the accounts of Com. Moore, shows the 
following result : ` 


# 


Balance due by Commodore Moore,-as per 


count of Cha's Mason, Auditor, $50,875 36 
CR. 

By cash disbursements, for the use of th 

Navy, Istclass, hs 35,135 65 
Cash disbursements for enlisting men, boun- 

ty, &e., 2d class 8,138 50 
Cash disbursements for the usé of the Navy, 

3d class, ` ; i 2,106 74 
Cash disbursements for the use of the Navy, 

4th class, , 1,183 30 
Deduc ion made by the Comptroller, for 

want of strict vouchers, see exhibit- B, 777 22 


Disbursements not allowed by the Comp- 

troller, for want of formal vouchers, see 

exhibits C and D, 2,498 09 1-2 
Over charge in Exchequer Bills, 12,434 22 


$62,273 72 1-2 


It will be perceived that a balance is left, in favor of Com. 
oore, of eleven thousand three hundred and ninety-eight dol- 
lars, thirty-six and a half cents, which amount includes only 
the cash expenditures, made in furnishing supplies, the paying 
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for repairs and procuring enlistments in the Naval service. In 
addition to this, Com. Moore holds the Purser’s certificate for 
his pay, from the time of entering the service, up to the 25th 
of July, 1843: the sum of three hundred and sixty dollars was 
drawn by him in June, 1840; and the balance in his favor, up 
to July the 25th, 1843, is eleven thousand, seven hundred and 
. twenty-five dollars and fifty-four cents, 

it further appears from the statement of the Comptroller, that 
Com. Moore has received no part of his pay, under the ac: of 
Congress passed on the oth of February, 1844; by which the 
sum of sixteen thousand dollars was appropriated, to be paid 
pro rata to the officers of the Navy: which will appear by re- 
ference to the certificate of the Comptroller, accompanying this 
report, marked W. l 

At the time when the disbursements above stated were made, 
the act of Congress passed on the 23d of July, 1842, was in 
force. That act appropriated tifteen thousand dollars for the 
outfit of the steam ship Zavala—twenty-five thousand dollars 
for the outfitand provisioning of the Navy, then in the service 
of the government—twenty-eight thousand two hundred and 
thirty-one dollars for the pay due the officers, seamen and ma- 
rines of the Navy, onthe Ist of July, 1842,and twenty-nine thou- 
sand four hundredand twenty-eightdollars and fifty cents, for six 
months’ pay of the officers, seamen and marines of the Navy, 
for six months from and after the Ist of July, 1842—whick 
amount was required by the act to be paid out of the first mo- 
ney in the Treasury. No part of this was drawn, except seven 
thousand four hundyed and eighty-seven dollars and seventy- 
eight cents, by the Secretary of War and Marine, in December, 
1843, from the appropriation for repairing the Zavala. 

Commodore Moore, in view of these appropriations, and 
the assurance held out by the action of Congress, that the Na- 
vy would be kept in active service, incurred the expenses ne- 
eessary to sustain and support that arm of the national defence, 
and fit it for active operations against the enemy. Itis be- 
lieved that the sams expended for the purposes were reasona- 
ble; and that the Navy was fitted fof its intended expedition, 
upon the most economical terms. In order to facilitate the out- 
fitof the Navy, and enable it to render the service which the 
country anxiously looked for, Commodore Moore, as the com- 
manding officer, pledged his own credit, after expending the 
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means in his hands belonging to the government, and drawing 
largely upon his own private resources. 

Taking into view the appropriations above alluded to, and ~ 
‘the general expectation of the country, which confidently an- 
ticipated a glorious result to the contemplated expedition, it 
could not be deemed unwise or improper, that the officer upon 
whom rested the whole weight of responsibility, shoula exceed 
‘the actual amount ef government funds in his hands, when the 
means used were directed to the achievement of the great ob- 
ject which every patriot desired—the chastisement of an pinso- 
lent foe. 

Mexico had, already, declared our ports in a state of block- 
ade, and menaced our coast with an invasion, which we were 
incapable of repelling, unless by keeping the Navy in service. 
The honor of the country was vindicated and nobly sustained, 
by our small but gallant fleet, when an opportunity offered of 
meeting the enemy. 

Far from considering as extravagant the conduct ef the Com- 
modore, in supplying the Navy with all the necessary means 
of bringing to an henorable conelusion the contest he was 
about being engaged in, your committee are more disposed ta 
applaud the efforts, and admire the zeal manifested by that 
officer; directed as it was to the promotion of his country’s 
glory. It is the pride of a generous country to bestow merit- 
ed praise upon the patriotic exertions of its citizens. 

Your committee having placed in possession of the House, 
so far as they are capable, the facts connected with the subject 
referred to them, and made suck suggéstions as they conceived 
to be proper, ask time to prepare and offer resolutions, appro- 
priate to the various matters which they have had under con- 
sideration. All of which they respectfully submit. 


Report read, and laid upon the table, to come up with the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to be entit'ed an act to organize 
the militia of Newton county. 

Bill read first time. 

Mr. Keenan introduced a bill te be entitled an act to alter the 
time of holding the Courts in the seventh Judicial District. 

Billread first time. 

Mr. Rodgers introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
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the 12th section of the “act of limitations,” approved February 
the 5th. 1841. ` 

Bill read a first time. 

A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
mas received through the hands of his Private Secretary, Mr, 

atch. 

Mr. Lott moved that a committee of three be appointed to 
wait on the Hon. Senate, and invite that body to meet the House 
in the Representative Hall, to hear the message of His Excel- 
lency the Governor read. 

Motion carried. i ' 

The chair appointed Messrs. Lott, Moseley and Railey said 
committee. , 

Mr. Stout introduced a bill to be entitled an act to repeal a 
certain clause or proviso, in the Ist section of an act passed by 
the Congress of the late Republic of Texas, granting land to 
late emigrants. 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Fields introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed _ 
to enquire into the propriety of abolishing the office of Adju- 
thant General of the State. B 

Resolution read and adopted. 

Mr. Bourland in the chair. - . , ' 

Mr. Henderson introduced å bill to be entitled “ An. act to 
incorporate Protection Fire Company No. 1, city of Houston.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson moved that the rule of the House which re- 
quires bills to be read three several days, be suspended. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Gilliam introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
enquire into and report the cause, if any, why the Jqurnals of 
the House of Representatives of the first Legislature haye not 
‘been published. E 

Resolution read and adopted.. 
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Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to define 
more correctly the boundaries of De Witt county. 
Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Robertson introduced the following resolution : 


Reselved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
report a bill requiring the county courts of the several counties 
in this State to classify the land in their respective counties ; 
and requiring.said commissioners’ courts to value the lands, 
setling the price of each class opposite its ‘respective number, 
which classification and valuation shall govern the Assessors 
in the collection of the taxes on the same. i 

Resolution read. 


Mr. Willie moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
the word “report,” and insertiag the words—“ enquire into the 
propriety of passing.” | 

Motion carried. 

Question—shall the resolution as amended be adopted ? 

_ The House decided in the affirmative, and the resolution as 
amended was adopted. an 

A commiltee was announeed from the Senate, consisting of 
Messrs. Phillips, Cuny and McRae, who informed the House 
that the Senate would repair to the Representative Hall at hali 
past eleven o’clock, to-day;to hear the reading of the Governors 
message. 

Mr. Stout meved that the House take a recess of fifteen min- 
utes. 


Motien carried, l : 


* 
; 


The House met at the expiration of the fifteen minutes. 


The roll was called, and a quorum found present. 
2. 
Mr. Lott, Chairman of the committee appointed to wait up- 
on the Senate, reported the duty assigned said committee per- 
formed. A 
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Mr. Robertson moved that Mr. Rayner be added to the se- 
lect committee appointed to ascertain the amount of the out- 
standing liabilities of the late Republic of Texas. 


His Excellency, the Lieut. Governor, and the members of 
the Senate, were announced at the bar of the House. 


His Excellency, the Lieut, Governor, was invited to a seat 
on the right of the Chair; and the Senators to seats prepared for 
them. 


The following message of His Excellency, the Governor, 
was then read by the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, to the two Houses of the Legislature. 


Executive Office, 


Austin, December 29, 1847. 


Genilemen of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives : 


The message of my predecessor, communicated to the Legis- 
lature at the commencement of the session, gave youall the ne- 
cessasy information in relation to the present condition ofthe 
Government, and of its administration since your last conven- 
tion. It only remains for merto recommend to your conside- 
ration such measures, and the adoption of sucha course of 
policy as may seem expedient for our future governance and 
prosperity. l . 

The present position of our affairs affords ample room for 
congratulation. At no period in the history of our country 
have we had more cause to rejoice on account of her prosper- 
ous condition. Our State Government, founded on the will 
and affections of the people is daily growing in strength. Lo- 
cal jealousies and sectional prejudices, if they ever existed, have 
given place to the better feelings of patriotism and habits of 
industry, and subordination to the laws, prevail throughout 
the length and breadth of the State. Security at home, and the 
peacefuly enjoyment of the blessings of liberal institutions, 
have given a new impulse to our advancement in prosperity, 
happiness, and the science of government. The past sea- 
son has been one of general good health, and Providence has 
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blessed the country with an abundant harvest. For all of 
which, we owe to the Supreme. Being our sincere gratitude. 

Meeting together under circumstances so auspicious, it be- 
comes our duty to unite in harmonious action, for the continu- 
ance and promotionof the prosperity and happiness of our com- 
mon constituents. 

Among the many important matters which will come up for 
your consideration, there is none more urgent and difficult of 
adjustment than that of the payment of our public debt. The 
first point in relation thereto is the determination ofits amount: 
the next is the means of its payment. The subject is intricate 
and perplexing, and will require close investigation. Should 
the Legislature think proper to act. upon it, with a view to its 
adjustment, | would respectfully suggest the propriety of ap- 
pointing a commission of two or three gentlemen of integrity 
and ability. to examine, audit and ascertain our true indebted- 
ness, including of course, our foreign and domestic debt, fand- 
ed and unfunded, audited and unaudited, allowing such as they 
may find to be just and legal, subject however to the ratifica- 
tion or rejection of the Legislature. As to the amount we 
ought justly to pay, upon each nominal species of debt, it will 
be for your collective wisdom to determine. After much re- 
flection upon the subject, I have thought that the true measure 
of payment would be the market value of the several evidences 
of indebtedness at the time they were disposed of by our Trea- 
sury or the agent thereof. with interest thereon from that time, 
atthe rate named on the face of such evidences. It is believed 
that the amount of our entire indebtedness, determined by this 
scale, will not perhaps exceeed five millions of dollars. 

As to our means of payment—our large and valuable, public 
domain is the only ready resource we have. This too, pre- 
sents a still more important subject for your deliberations, as 
you will have to determine upon some course of policy to be 
pursued in bringing thisimmense tract of country into mar- 
ket. Ata fair price, it is not only sufficient to liquidate our 
debt, but will give us a surplus after its payment, of inestimable 
value when applied, as it should be the education.of the youth 
of our Country, and the development of our resources, by inter- 
nal improvements. oe 
_ The most suitable and proper purchaser ot our public lands 
is the United States. Ifa sale can be efiected on advantageous 
terms, it will, under the present circumstances, be desirable, 
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inasmuch as the Federal Constitution gives her alone the ex- 
clusive right of regulating our intercourse with the Indian 
tribes. She would then be the owner of the soil occupied by 
the various tribes upon our fborders, and could the more et- 
fectually control them. In addition to this, her uniform manner 
of surveying and selling her public lands would greatly facili- 
tate settlements within our State. 

Ifin your wisdom you determine to propose a sale of-our 
public domain to the General Government, I would respectful- 
ly suggest that you appoint our delegation in Congress, or 
some other suitable persons as Commissioners, to enter into 
negotiations with the proper authorities, upon this important 
subject. If however, you determine upon another course of 
policy as being better calculated to promote the interest of the 
State, you have‘the assurances of the hearty sanction and co- 
operation of the Executive in whatever you may legally and 
constitutionally do.. . -> 7 

Our debt must be paid. The honor of. the State must stad 
without blemish. We never can expect to attain a high and 
permanent prosperity until it is done, and the consummation, 
of a purpose ão noble, calls for united and energetic action. 

FI would here take occasion to call the attention of your honorable 
body to a subject which has oflate occupied much of the public 
mind —a subject involving in its issue interests of the greatest 
moment to the people of Texas. I allude to the efforts that have 
been made, and are now making to sustain certain land claims, 
supposed to be fraudulent. It isa notorious fact, that the coun- 
try is flooded with these claims, and if they should hold good, 
and the perpetrators of such frauds succeed in their designs, it 
were useless longer to consider asio the disposition of our 
public domain, asin that event t^e whole will be appropriated 
and absorbed by them. The evil will not stop here. The State 
will not be the only sufferer. The vested rights of eur oldest 
and best citizens will be disturbed andendangered. Our land 
titles will be clouded, emigrants will be prevented from pur- 

chasing, the settlement and improvement of_our country will 
be retarded: and an amount of confusion and litigation unparal- 
Jeled in the history of our sister States will necessarily. ensue. 

The,question arises—is there no remedy by which these evils 
can be arrested? ‘Will the State submit to the imposition ofa 
fraud so general in its character, and so pernicious in its eon- . 
sequences? Itseems to me that some further legislative pro- 
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visions are indispensable to the security of the public interest. 
I would therefore recommend that your. honorable body adopt 
such measures as will effectually enable the judicial tribunals: of 
the State to prevent the consummation of titles to land acquired 
by virtue“of fraudulent certificates, and that precautionary 
means be taken to prevent the survey ofthe public lands on spu- 
rious and fictitious claims, : 

It will become your duty under the 29th and 31st sections of 
the third article of the Constitution, to fix the number of Sena- 
tors and Representatives to the Legislature, dnd to apportion 
them among the several counties and districts of the State, ac- 
cording to the number of our free population, as ascertained 
and reported by the county assessors, in pursuance of the law 
by the last session of the Legislature. l 

It will also be necessary for you, under the same sections of 
the Constitution, to enacta law for a similar enumeration in the 
year eighteen hnndred and forty-eight. 

Our last Legislature passed an act to establish a State Peni- 
tentiary. This law proyides for the erection of the buildings 
by the convicts, and is of course inoperative for want ofa penal 
code applicable to such mode of punishment. It will, thers- 
fore, become your duty to adopt a code for the punishment of 
all offences not capital, and above the grade of misdemeanor, 
by confinement to labor in the Penitentiary ofthe State. With 
the lights before us, and the experience of other States in regard 
to the mode of punishment, you cannot fail to digest a code of 
criminal laws which will mot only supersede the savage prac- 
tice of the whipping post, but will deter the wicked among us, 
from violating the rights of others. So soon as this necessary 
code is adopted, the Executive will ,cheerfully proceed to exe- 
cute the provisions of the act of 1846. 

The 15th section of the fourth article of our Constitution hav- 
ing given to the District Courts “Original jurisdiction and con- 
trol over executors, administrators, guardians and. minors, un- 
der such regulations as may be prescribed by law,” the last Le- 
gislature. without prescribing these-regulations, proceeded to 
give to the Probate Courts ample powers over the same sub- 
jects. By this means some confusion has arisen in the inter- 
pretation of our successive laws. Some legislative provisions 
will, therefore, be necessary to regulate this jurisdiction. I 
bring this matter more readily before you because it will be ad- 
mitted by all, that no branch of our civil jurisprudence is of 
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more practical importance than the laws regulating the safe 
keeping of the estates of minors and deceased persons. And 
perhaps it may be said with equal truth, that no part of our 
laws are more imperfect. Ay g teed 

‘The 36th section of the seventh article of the Constitution, 
- provides that, within five years after its adoption, the laws, 
civil and criminal, shall be revised, digested, arranged and pub- 
lished in such manner as the Legislalure shall direct. To car- 
ry out this exceilent provision ol the fundamental law, I would 
recommend the appointment of legal gentlemen to revise, di~ 
gest and arrange our entire code of laws. The work is greatly 
needed by our county officers throughout the. State. Many of 
them are without the statutes: and those who have them; find ' 
in them such entire absence of arrangement, that they are to 
them a sealed book. ‘To engage the services of men learned in 
the law, and to have the work well done, a suitable compensa- 
tion should be allowed them by law, and provision should be 
made for publishing the code so soon as it is revised. _ 

iI would further recommend to the Legislature the propriety 
of having published the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
State. During the last two years, important principles have 
been adjudicated by that tribunal, involving interest of great 
magnitude, and explagatory ol our statues and defining our 
legal and social righis. These decisions have not as yet been 
published in any authentic form, and as it is important and de- 
sirable that they should be correctly printed and generally 
dessiminated, the necssary appropriation should be made, 

By the 10th article of the Constitution, it is made the” duty 
of the Legislature to make suitable provision for the support 
and maintainance of public schools. Your body is further re- 
quired, as early as practicable to establish free schools 
throughout the State. One tenth of the annual revenne de- 
rived from taxation is set apart as a perpetual public free 
school fund. In addition to this general fund, the land grant- 
‘ed to the various counties for school purposes are made a per- 
petual fund, and those counties, which have not as yet re- 
ceived their quantum efschool lands, shall be entitled there- 
to. 

The Congress of the late Republic-of Texas by an act ap- 
proved 26th January, 1839, directed to be surveyed and set 
apart for each county, for the purpose of establishing a prima- 
ry school or academy in each county, ihree leagues of land. 


o 
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By the same act fifty leagues of land were directed to be 
surveyed and set apart for the endowment of two colleges or 


- universities. -< 


By another act approved 5th February, 1840, the Chief Jus- 
tice and two associate Justices of each county were appoint- 
ed a board of School Commisstoners, with power to have loca- 
ted and surveyed the three leagues above referred to, and the 
additional power of surveying and selling an additional league 
of land; the one-half of the proceeds of such sale to be applied 
to the endowment of the county academy, and the remainder 
to be distributed to the county school distriets.- 

This is the whole of our imperfect legislation on the great 
and vital subject of Education. 

tis almost impossible to:tell what the oldcounties have done 


_ upon the subject ofsurveying and selling school lands. To ob- 


tain the necessary information in relation to the matter, we 
need some legal provision requiring the county clerks, asses- 
sors or chief justices to report what has been done in their re- 
spective counties. Itis believed however, that few of the 
counties have had the land surveyed. * i j 

-The system of leasing or renting school lands has never 
worked well in any of the states. Experience has universally 
proved the expediency of selling such lands and bringing the 
monies into a general school fund. : 

To begin however, in this great work, it willbe necessary 
that we should know, what lands'have been set apart by the 


` counties where they are situated; and that we proceed under 


constitutional requirements to have set apart the deficient 
lands. Itherefore recommend that you make provision on this 
subject at as early a day as practicable. 

Tt will also he for your body to say what disposition shall be 
made of the tenth ofthe revenue now inthe Treasury, and an- 
nually coming in as a permaneut schogl fund. 

The license and revenue laws passed bythe lastLegislature, 
have injtheir practical operation produced some confusion and 
dissatisfaction among our citizens. It will befor you to con- 
sider whether they cannot be revised and modified in sueh a 


. manner as to be more uniform and less objectionable to the 


tax paying community. 

In connection with this subject I would suggest the proprie- 
ty of having the assessment roll of non-resident tax payers 
published at a point, as near as possible to the location of the 


& 
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property assessed. This would certainly present the readiest 
_ means of giving information to the owners. 

For the more speedy and certain collection of State and ` 
county revenue, | would recommend that a law be passed, au- 
thorizing a judgment to be taken by motion against any offi- 
cer and his securities on their bond, for a failure to pay over 
the public monies by him collected. 

The last Congress made an appropriation for the erection of 
two light houses upon our coast. QOnetostand upon Galves- 
ton and the other upon Matagorda Island. Before the works 
can progress it will be necessary that the Legislature pass a 
law, ceding to the General Government the right of jurisdic- 
tion over the grounds appropriated to such purposes. I here- 
with transmit to you a communication from the collector of 
the port of Calveston, upon this subject. The communication 
contains some other suggestions in relation to the transfer of 
our “Custom Houses and other places for the collection of im- 
port daties.” It is respectfully submitted to your ‘considera- 
` tion. o 

In addition te our population speaking the English lan- 
guage, we have a large, industrious and growing German pop- 
ulation. It willbe necessary in order that they may partici- 
pate fully in the blessings of our free Government that a cer- 
tain numb.r of copies of cur statutes of a general nature, 
should be printed intheir language. Asthey must abide by 
our laws, let them know what they are. Such has been our 
custom in regard.to our citizens speaking the ‘Spanish lan- 
guage. 1 he reasons are still more potent in regard to the en- 
terprising and patriotic German who has come to make his 
home in our country, and who has already given us a pledge 
of bis worth in the spirit of improvement whieh he has kindled 
in the western portion of our State. 

I cannot close this communication without congratulating 
you upon the success of our arms in Mexico, and also express- 
ing a sincere desire that the infatuated people of that unhap- 
py country will see the necessity of accepting the honorable 
and liberal terms of conciliation offered them by the United 
States. : 

But while the administration of the Federal Government has 
covered itself with glory in the conduct of the war every pa- 
triotic spirit is made to tremble with anxiefy for the peace of 


173 


the Union, because of the lateand fearful combination in the 
North against the institutions of the Southern States. ` 

The object is to rally in the National Congress, a majority 
favorable to the destruction of the compromises of 1819, and 
of the Federal Constitution.. Me. oH 

I sincerely hope that yon will not adjourn without publicly 
expressing a strong and pointed condemnation of these start- 
ling doctrines. : 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I recommend to you a just econo- 
my in the public expenditures, and a mutual concession of 
opinions for the. purposes of harmony and the despatch of pub- 
lic business. And Í promise you the use of my sincere, and 
best endeavors-to co-operate with you in carrying out every 
legal and constitutional measure that will advance the inter- 
est of our beloved country- 


GEO. T. WOOD. 


The message having been read, the Senate returned to their 
Chamber. : 


Mr. Willie introduced the following resolution. - 


Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed te 
contract forthe printing of one thousand copies of the message 
ofhis Excellency the Governor, in pamphlet form for the use 
of this House.” = ` 

Mr. Lott moved to amend the Resolution by striking out 
“oné” before “thousand” and inserting “two.” 

Mr. Allen moved to lay the resolution upon the table. - 

- Motion lost. . 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Lott, to 
Mr. Willie’s resolution he adopted., : 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment and stood as follows. 


Y¥eas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogar: Bourland, Di- 
vis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, 
Irion, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Milican, Mc- 
Cown, McNeill, Rains, Reagan, Robertson, Rodgers, Shan- - 
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non, Sterne, Steut, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Wheeler, 
and Wilie—83. 

Nays—Messrs. Alien, Anderson, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutch- 
er, Cunningham, Davis of L, Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, 
Moseley, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Renfro, Railey, 
Runnels, Sadler, Stoddard, Webb, Winkler, White and Wren 
—25. 


Amendment adopted. Eo g 
Question—Shail the resolution now under consideration of 
the House as amended be adopted? l 
The House decided in the afirmative, and the resolution as 
amended, was adopted. ; 
Mr. Haynie moved that thè Iiouse adjourn until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. ; 
- Motion lost. 


em 
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Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on enrolled bills 
made the following report. ; i 
The committee on Enrolled bills, have examined “a Joint res- 
olution, requesting the contractor of the Mail Route from Aus- 
tin-to Bonham, to transport the mail weekly, instead of semi- 
monthiy, and making appropriation for the same;” and find 
the resolution correctly enrolled; and having been signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and Presidentof 
- the Senate. was this day presented to his Excellency, the Go- 
venor, for his approval. l 


A 


Report read and adopted. 


j 
Mr. Lott moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. are 


Motion lost. ; 


_ Mr. Anderson moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
p m. 
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Motion lost, 


By leave, Mr. Sterne introduced a bill to be entitled “an act 
to legalize in part, and more particularly define the duties of 
_certain commissioners of Smith county. 

Bill read a first time. 

By leave, Messrs. Allen, Anderson and Dooley recorded their 
names in the affirmative on the final passage of the bill regula- 
ting the salaries ‘of District Attorneys. 

‘On motion of Mr. Pease, the House proceeded to the orders 
ofthe day? , 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the 
payment of the milage and per diem pay of the members and 
- officers of the present Legislature, was taken up, read a third 
time and passed, 

Mr. Allen ‘moved that the Ilousé adjourn until 2 o'clock, 

„m. : 
Motion lost. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning, , 

The yeas and nays were called on the motion, and stood as 
follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bogart. Crutcher, Cunningham, Doo- , 


ley, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Trion, La- 
mar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons. Miller of C., Moseley, McGown, Me 
Neill, Potter, Rains, Rodgers, Railey Runnels, Shannon, Stod- 
dard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Winkler and White—32, 

-Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Anderson, Armstrong; Burland, 
Burroughs, Bryan, Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Eiwards, 


Gilliam, Millican, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rayner;.Renito, Reagan, . 


Robertson, Sadler, Sterne, Stout, Walling, Wheeler, Wiilie 
and Wren—26. 
Motion carried, and 2 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


a 
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House of Representatives, — 
Austin, Dec. 31st, 1847. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


"Phe voll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker. Allen, Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, Bry- 
an, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davisof L., Davis of 
Ro Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gillaim, Goode, Hardi- 
man, Haynie. Irion, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C, Mili- 
can, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Rodgers. Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, 
Stont, ‘Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Wises 
Wheeler, White, Willie ‘and Wren. 


A-quorum being present, 
The J oinal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Stuart presented the petition of the German Texan 

Friendship Society, in ee praying for Incorporation, 
. Petition read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, laid on the table. i 

Mr. Stuart presented the petion of Thomas F. McKinney, 
of the firm of McKinney é& Williams, praying for reler 

Petition read, and, 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, referred to a select committee. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Lamar, Fields, Stout, Rayner 
and White to compose said select committee., : 

Mr. Rayner asked to be excused: from serving on the select 
committee just appointed. The House refused to:excuse. 

„Mr. Lamar asked to be excused from serving on the select 
committee just appointed. The House’ refused to excuse, 

A message was received from ihe Senate, informing the 
House that the following bills, &c., had been passed by that 
bod 

‘A bill to provide for the disposition of the funds received 
from the United States, with an amendment: and a bill t to be 
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entitled an act locating the seat of justice of the county of Aus- 
tin, with amendments ; that the Senate had adopted the substi- 
tute from. the House, for a joint resolution to repeal the joint 
resolution granting further time for the payment of government 
dues, and the return of field notes. 7 


Mr. Pease,chairman of the committee onthe J udiciary, made 
the following report : S ; 


` The committee on the Judiciary, tó. whom was referred “a 
bill for the incorporation of the city of Laredo,” have examined 
the same, anda majority of said committee, not perceiving any 
objections to the provisions of the bill, have directed me to re- 
port thé same back to the House, and recommend its passage. 


: Be soe $ a ; 
Mz. Irion, chairman of the committee en County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: 


* & 

The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, have 
considered “a bill to be entitled ar act to amend an aet sup- 
plementary to an act to create and organize the county of Pa- 
nola,” and bave instructed me to report it back, and recom- 
mend-it to the favorable consideration of the ‘House. The 
committee, also, recommend the passage of a bill entitled “an 
act to create the county of Hays.” 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
made the following report: . 

The committe on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill ap- 
ptopriating five thousand dollars for the contingent expenses 
of both Houses of the Legislature: r 

A. bill to authorize W. J. S. Carter to adopt -John Russel 
- Butler as his son: E ` 7 

A bill to prohibit the Boards of Land Commissioners in each 
county in this.State, from issuing certificates to any claimants 
eas te unless the applicant or claimants shall previously 
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thereto have received a conditional certificate, from some com- 
petent Board: . 

A bill prescribing the proof necessary for the legal heirs or 
representatives of those who fell under the command ef Fan- 
nin, Travis, Grant and Johnson, to ebtain their headright certi- 
ficates: and f 

A joint resolution responsive to the “Resolutions of thè Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and the Providence 


Plantations,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


r 
- 


_ Report read and adopted. 


— 


4 


Mr. Fields introduced a bill"te be entitled an act to amend 
the 14th section ofan act entitled “an act to organize Justices’ 
‘Courts, and define the powers and jurisdiction of the same,” 
passed Maythe 11th, 1848. 


+ 


- Billread a first time. . : 
Mr. Lyons introduced a “joint resclution relative to certain 
University lands. 


Joint resolution read a first time. ; “ 

Mr. Anderson introduced a bill to be entitled ‘an.act to 
amend the 4th section of an act regulating Juries,” passed on 
the 4th day of May, 1846. 

-Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Hardiman introduced a bill for the relief of Martin 
Walker. i 

Bill read a first time. ` 

Mr. Perry introduced a bill to be entitled an act to regulate 
elections. . 

Gn motion of Mr. Gilliam, the bill was read a first time by 
its caption. - 

Mr. Edwards introduced a bill to be entitled “an act te 
amend an act regulating proceedings in the Bistrict Court.” 

Bill read a first time. . ` 

Mr. Gilliam introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
.to enquire into the expediency of passing a law providing for 
the trial and punishment of crimes and: misdemeanors, com- 
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mitted by dsa ad free -persons of :color;.and that they re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


Resolution read and adopted. 


Mr. Pease introduced “a bill to define dis time ofthelding the, 
District Courts in the first-Fudicial District.” ` 

Bill ‘read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan ‘intreduced a bill making donations ef land for 
the purposes of education. 

Bill read a first-time. 

Mr. Willie.introduced .the following. resolution: a 

& 

Reselved, That it shall be the standing rule of the House.of 
Representatives to meet at 10‘o’clock, a. m., and adjourn at 2 
-o’clock, p.m.,:to the regular hour on the next day ;* unless the 
~orders of the: day, and: the business on the Speaker’ s table, are 
sooner. disposed of. . 


Resolution read, and laid on the table one day for conside- 
ration. 

` Mr. Sadler fntroduced a “joint resolution authorizing the 
Comptroller“of Public Accounts to provide a xesidence in the 
-city of Austin, for the use of the Executive of the State.” 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Runnels introduced “a bill te create a lien on domestic 
vessels, for supplies-and materials furnished ‘them, and for Te- 
pairs and labor done thereen.” 

Bill read a first time. . 

Mr. Walling introduced the following resolution: 


Be itresolved by the House, That the committee on Finance 

‘be instructedzto enquire and examine as to the constitutionality 
or practicability of the Justices of the Peace ii each ‘county 
andbeat being elected Assessor of Taxes in their respective 
-counties or beats; and whether or not the Sheriffof each coun- 
“ty in this State might hold the office of , Collector of State and 
*County Taxes ; and report the result of their examination and 
investigation of the subject to this House, .as eatly a as possible 
-so to do, by bill or otherwise. ` 


ps 


Resolution.read and adopted. 
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Mr. Stout introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary take into 
consideration the propriety of so amending the Probate Law, 
as to give to the District Court the exclusive jurisdiction of all 
successions, so far as relates to settling the accounts of execu- 
tors, administrators and guardians; and in all matters relative 
to the sale or distribution of real estate or slaves; and that 
they report to this House by bill or otherwise, at as early a day 
as practicable. 


Resolution read and adopted. . ~ i + 


Mr. Rayner moved that the orders of the day be taken up. 

Motion carried. 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to repeal a certain part of an act. 
granting land to emigrants, &c, 

Bill read: a second time. 

Mr. Runnels moved to strike out the last section. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Stout moved its reference to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary.- 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to organize the militia of New- 
ton county,’ was ‘ 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Eddy moved its reference to the committee ou Military 
Affairs. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Irion moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting the 
report of the committee on the Land Office, on the “bill for the 
erection of a fire proof building, for the use of the General 
Land Office.” 

. Mr. Haynie moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define more definitely, the 
boundaries of the county of De Witt” ` 

Was read a second time, 

Mr. Stoddard moved its reference’ to MEA cemmittee on 
County Boundaries. 

Motion carried. 

A “joint resolution for the relief of John S. McNairy.” 


* 
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Was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to change the time of holding 
the District Court in the 7th judicial district.” 

‘Was read a second time. 

` Mr. Keenan moved its reference to the committee on the Ja- 
diciary. 

Motion carried. e 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the 12th section of the 
act of limitation, &c.” 

Was read a second time. . 

Mr. Rogers moved its reference to the committee on the Ju- 
aliciary. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Poen Fire 
Company, No. 1, city of Houston.” ` 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Anderson moved its reference to the Judiciary. 

Motien carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate and establish 
‘Guadaloupe College.” 

Was read asecond time, together with- ‘the amendments of- 
fered by the committee on the J odian: ONE 

Amendments adopted.. 

Mr.. Anderson moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to legalize in part, and more 
particularly define the duties of certain commissioners of 
Smith county.” 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Sterne moved its reference te the eommitice on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to to prevent slaves from carry- 
ing fire arms.” 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Bryan moved its reference to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Motion carried. 


. By leave, Mr. Lott introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be respect- 
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fally T. to enquire into, and ascertain, if possible, | the 
progress of all snits that have been commenced against. Colo- 
ny centractors, in this State; and report some plan for the 
speedy and vigilant, proseeution of said suits; also, some con- 
stitutional relief that will guard and protect the rights and in- 
terests of the people that have settled within the limits of said: 
colonies. o ` 
Resolution read and. adopted. 


A bill to be entitled’ “an act granting ferry privileges to 
Nancy Hutchinson,” 

Was read a first time: i 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Union: Ma-- 
rine, and Fire Insurance Company.” 

as read a second time, together with the amendments of- 

fered by the committee on the Judiciary. 

Amendments adopted, and bill ordered! to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled:“an act to ascertain the outstanding lia~ 
bilities of Texas.” '- ; 

Was read a second time. ; 

Mr. Willie moved its- reference to the committee en Fi- 
nance. 

Motion carried. 

& bill to be entitled “an act exempting fons taxation, alk 
propefty designed, and used for religiows worship.” 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Stout moved its reference to the committee on Fi- 
mance. 

Motion carried. | 

A. “joint resolutior requiring” the Commissiorer of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue -a patent in the name of the heirs of 
Wm. P. Nunn.” 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Willie moved its reference to the committee on Public 
Lands. | : 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to make valid all instruments of 
writing, without a seal, or scrawl.” 

Was read a second time. 

Mr. Sadler moved its reference tothe committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Motion carried, 
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& bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the 4th Section of an 
act to raise à revenue by direct taxation.” . 

Was read a seeond time. 

Mr. Potter moved its reference to the ciate on Bop HAR Ge: 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing any person to adopt 
an heir at law, by applying to the Prebate court. : 

Was read a second time. sd 

Mr, Neal moved to insert after the word “applying, ” the 
the words “old baehelor.” 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Bogart moved to amend the amendment by inserting 
the words, “and have passed the age of forty-five,” after the. 
“bachelor.” 

Motion carried. - 

Mr. Willie moved to lay the bill ana amendments ‘on the 
table. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, 

The House adjourned until 3.0’clock, P- m. 


4 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


~ 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, _ 


om 


The rail was ealled, and a quorum found to be present. 


“An act to provide for the disposition of the funds received 
from the United States,” with .an amendment from the Sen- 
ate, was taken up. 

Amendment: 

“And that this act take effect from and after its passage.” 

Mr. Rayner moved that the amendment be adopted. 

Motion carried., ; 

“Preamble and Jdint Resolutions of the Legislature of.the | 
State oi Texas, requesting the Senators and Representatives of 
this State, in the Congress of the United States, to urge the 
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passage of alaw for the payment of the volunteers, called out 
irom ‘Texas, under the requisition of Col. S. R. Curtis,” were 
taken up. 

Mr. Webb moved their engrossment. 

Motion carried. 

An act to repeal the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th sections ‘of 

“an act entitled an act regulating elections.” 

_ Was read a second time. , 

Mr. Sadler moved its reference to the committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections. 

“Motion carried. 

The “joint resolutions, responsive to the resolutions of the 


General Assembly, of the State of Rhode Island and the Provi- ` 
dence Plantations.” 


Were taken up. i 

Mr. Mosely moved that they be read by their caption. 

Motion carried. 

And the joint resolutions read a third time by their caption, 
and passed. 

A-bill to authorize William J. S. Carter, to adopt Jobn Ras- | 
sel Batler as his son. 

Mr. Hardiman moved to lay the bill upon the table. 

Motion carried. 

A bill prescribing the proof necessary for the heirs and le- 
gal representatives of those who fell under the command of 
Fannin, Travis, Grant and J ohnson, to obtain their head right 

certificates. 

Was read a third time, and passed. ` 

“A bill appropriating five, thousand dollars, for contingent 
expenses of both Heuseso the Legislature.” 

Was read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that “an act to amend the 11th section of an act en- 
titled an act defining the office and duties of Ceruners,’ ap- 
proved May the 13th, 1846, had been passed by that body. 

A message was e from the Senate, inlorming the 
House, that Messrs. Bache, Williams and Phillips, were ap- 
pointed a Select committee on the part of the Senate, to act 
in conjunction with alike committee on the part of the House, 
in reference to the memorial of T. F. McKinney. 

A bill to be entitled “an. act to prohibit the Boards of Land , 
Com missioners, in each county in this State, from issuing cer- 
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tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant, or 
claimant, shall, previously thereto, have received a condi- 
tional cerfiticate from some competent board.” 
‘Was read a third time, and passed. 
A bill, supplementary to “an act to organize the county of 
Upshur.” x 

Was read a second time. . , 

Mr. Taylor moved its engrossment. ; 

Motion carried. f x , 

‘A message was received from the Senate, informing ‘the 
House, that the Senate had passed a substitute for “a bill 
(originated in the House,) to provide for the repairs necessary 
on the public buildings, in the city of Austin.” 

Mr. Robertson moved that the substitute be adopted. 

Motion carried. a 

“A bill for the relief of those persons who are iridebted -te 
the State on account of public dues, payable in the Promissory 
Notes of the late Republic of Texas.” 

Was read a second time. , 

Mr. Pease moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Motion carried. | a 

“A bill authorizing persens whe have received, donation cer- 
tificates, under the provisions of an act granting lands to those 
who were in the battle of San Jacinto, and ther battles, ap- 
proved, December the 20th, 1887, to alienate said certificates, 
and the lands acquired under them.” 

Was reada second time. 

Mr. Walling offered the following amendment: 

“Provided, that the provisions of this act shall not extend to 
Jesse Walling, John C. Walling, Robert W. Smith and Jacob 
Lewis.” 

Amendment adopted. ; 

Mr. Anderson moved the engressment-of the bill. 

Motion carried. i 

A bill requiring County Clerks to: perform certain duties. 

Was read a second time. ` 

Mr. Eddy moved the reference of the bill to the committee 
on the Judiciary. l 

Motion carried, : - š 

The report of the select committee, appointed to examine 
the claims of Commodore Moore, : ” 

Was taken up. 


EJ 
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Mr. Willie moved its adoption. 

Mr. Pease moved that the report lie on the table. 

The yeas and nays were then ealled on the motion of Mr. 
Pease, and stoodas follows: 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Bryan, Caruthers, Davis of 
Liberty, Davis of Robertson, Eddy, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardiman, Keenan,~Lott, Miller of Colorado, Moseley, Mc- 
€own, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Rains, ‘Rayner, Renfro, Reagan. 
Raily, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, 
Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, - Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, 
White and Wren—39. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Armstrong, Bogart, Crutcher, Ep- 
person, Haynie, Irion, Lamar, Lyons, Millican, Neal, Potter, 
Robertson, Rogers and Willie—15. 

Motion carried. 

Mr: Anderson: moved that the report be made the specia 
order of the day for Monday next. . . 

Motion earried.. . 


Mr. Anderson introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed to: 
enquire into the propriety of dispensing with the clerks in the 
Comptroller’s Office—of theclerks in the offices of the Secretary 
ofState, and Adjutant General, and such other officers as the 
interest ofthe State may require, and report the sesult of their 
enquiry. 


Resolution adopted. ` . 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill to reserve one ofthe 
public buildings in the city of Austin for the use of the Supreme 

ourt.. 


« 


On motion of Mr. Webb, . 

The rule ‘requiring bills to be read three several days, w 
suspended, and the bill was read a secọnd time. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, 

The rule was farther suspended. 

And the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Bryan moved that Mr. Runnels be added to the select 
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committee appointed to- enquire-into the most expeditious, me- 
thod of settling: the public debt.. . 5 
-Motion. carried. . ~ j 
On motion. of Mr. Gilliam, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock, on Monday next.. 


= 


. House: of-Representatités,- 
Austin, Jan. 3, 1848. 


The Housemet pursuant to. adjournment. 


The roll was called; l E ' 


l 


x . “, . l æ ™ * 
And the following members answered to: their names z 


2% - f 

Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, 
Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., 
Dooley, Eddy,Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman. 
Lamar, Lewis Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Milican; Moseley, 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Rodgers, 
Railey, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Wille, Winkler, Wheeler and White. 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Pease, the Hon. B. F. Tankersley, the mem- 
ber elect from Harris county, came forward, presented his cre- 
dentials, took the oath and his seat. - > . 

Mr, Neal presentéd the petition of William T- Jackson: read, ` 
and, 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 7 

Referred to the committee on Claims anë Accounts. 

_ Mr. Tankersley presented a petition fromthe citizens of Har- 
ris county. Read, and 

On motion, referred to the committee on the Judiciary.. 
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The following bills accompanying said petition :— . 

a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the estraying of neat 
èattie ; : 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare certain neat cattle es- 
trays, and to provide for the disposal of the same ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish a registry of brands 
for neateattle, and to regulate the branding thereof. - 

Ordered to lie on the table, to come up among the orders of ` 
‘the day. i 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the — 
House that the Señate had passed the following bills: , 


A bill to be entitled-an act to admit Franklin B. Sexton, Asa 
H. Willie and Josiah F.*Crosby to practice law in the courts 
-of this State ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or disposal of 
powder, lead, or spirituous liquors to Indians; r 

A billto -be-entitied an act to provide for a permanent loca- 
tion of the county seat of Grayson county; | 

A bill to be entitled an-act the better te:define the bounda- 
‘ries of Grayson county; | 

An act to amend the eleventh section of an act entitled an 
act defining the office and duties of Coroner; approved May 
138th, 1846; 

An act making an appropriation for the mileage and per 
diem pay of the members of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas ; Er i 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and Representa” 
dives in Congress, to procure the passage of an act establishing 
two Districts for the United States Court. 


Tanang 


` 


Mr. Reagan, on the:part of a minority of the committee on 
the Land Office, made the following report: 


To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


‘The un¢ersigned, a minority of the committee, to-which was 
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referred the act prescribing the mode of electing the Commis- , 
sioner of the General Land Office, differing in opinion with 
the majority of said committee, beg leave to make a separate 
report. Í ‘ , 

Iwe believe that a majority of the electors of our respective 
districts desire the election of the Commissioner of the General 
- Land office jo be brought directly before the people.. . 

We subscribe to the doctrine that the representative should 
do the will of the represented. = ; 
We believe that the people are eompetent to make judicious 
selections of all officers necessary to execute the functions of 
our State government. - i 
‘We believe that public policy sanctions the propriety of hold- 
ing all public officers responsible directly to- the people, and 
not dependent for their promotion to, or continuance in office 
on the will of a single individual or small number of persons.. 
The principles of our government require that the election 
of as few officers should be taken from the people as possible.. 
Make every officer responsible to the people directly, and it 
serves as an additional incentive to spur him.to-the perform- 
ance of his duty. It is the frequency of elections before the 
people that purifies the political atmosphere. It brings about 
discussions upon questions of vital interest.” It invites inves- 
tigation, and is the means of discriminating information neces-. 
sary for the public good. In nodepartment of out government 
are the people more vitally interested than in the Land Office ; 
about none is, there so little known by the people generally.4 The 
undersigned: are of opinion that, giving the election of this of- 
ficer to the people directly, would be the means of disseminating 
much information among them in. relation to their landed inte- 
rests. But aside from this, the principle involved is of vital 
importance. The Constitution explicitly states what officers | 
shall be elected by the Legislature on joint ballot. The under- 
signed are of opinion that itis a fair construction. ofthat in- 
strument, th. t where it is silent on the election ‘of an officer of 
so much consequence as the Commissioner of the General: Land 
Office, that it never was contemplated by its framers that. he 
should be elected otherwise than by the people directly. The 
time has been when the people were considered incapable of 
selecting officers to preside over every department of the State ; 
but itis no longer the- case. ` The experiment has succeeded, 
and the spirit is progressive to make every office elective by 
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the people. The undersigned are far from believing{that evils 
. would resultfrom such a policy, believing that the people are 
.as-capable of-electing directly these officers, as they are of eleet- 
ång those who are to elect them; frequent elections before the 
people tend much te cleanse the wheels of government. ~ 
We cannot believe that dsvas ever contemplated that any of- 
ficers were to be elected by joint ballot of the Legislature than 
those expressly mentioned in it, and that all others. belong le- 
gitimately to the people directly; therefore, we would respect- 
fully zecommend the passage of an act with the following 
amendments :—After thé second section insert the following as 
the third section :— o f 
“Be it further enacted, That the first election by the people 
‘for Commissioner ef the General Land Office shall be on the 
second Monday in July next, the time of the general election 
for county officers, and that the Chief Justices of the several 
counties in this state be required to forward to the Seeretary 
of State, within five days after the tenth or return day of elec-. 
tion, all the votes polled in their respective counties for Com- 
missioner of the General Land Offtce, which votes shall be 
pened and counted by the Secretary of State, on the 80th day 
after the return day, in the presence ef the Governor, Attorney 
General, and ell the Heads of Departmentsfor as many of them 
as may be able to attend; when said votes are eounted, the 
Secretary of State shall declare the-person receiving the highest 
number of votes duly elected ‘Commissioner of. the General 
-Land Office, who shall be commissioned.by the Governor, and 
shall hold his office till the next general election for members 
of the Legislature, and until his successor in offiee shall be duly 
qualified.” That the third section be so amended as-te make it 
athe fourth section. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN H. RHAGAN, . 
RICHARD N. GOODE. 


a 
a 


X 


Mz. Cunningham, chairman -of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report; 


The committee on Privileges and Elections, to whem were 
referred certain communications from 8. L, B. Jasper, Esq., 10 
elation to the election of the Hon. Wm. T. Sadler, to the Le 
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. gislature, have had the same under consideration, and a ma- 


ks 


jority of said committee*have instructed me to report that there 
is.no evidence beforethe committee to show.that the said Sad- 
ler was improperly returned as a member elect from the county 
of Houston, .and to recommend that said communications be 
daid upon the table. : l i 
Report-adopted. 


Ed 


mae 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on Contingent Ex 
penses, made the following report: 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom were re- 
ferred a resolution requiring them to enquire into the several 
probable amounts owed to individuals for furnishing statien- 
‘ery, chairs, &c., for the present session of the Legislature : Also, 


. for repairs of the Capitol since the adjournment of the prece- 


‘ding sessien, and report abill making an appropriation for the 
same, haye instructed me to report—That they have examined 
the following amounts or claims against the State, propérly 
embraced by the resolution above referred te, and finding the 
same correct, recommend their payment, to wit.: 
Messrs. Johnson & Hamilton, for $756 36; Lamar Moore, 
$31 50; G C. Browning $55 00; A. D. Cook, $294 00; 
George A. Davis, $287 60. That as a bill is now beforethe 
House appropriating $5,000 to defray the contingent expenses 
of both Houses of the Legislature, your committee deem it unne- 
cessary to report at this time a bill making an appropriation te 
pay the accounts abeve specified, but recommend that they be 
paid out of the $5,000 to'be appropriated by the bill now be- 
dere the House, inasmuch as the committee believe, aftér due 
inquiry, that the accounts herein exhibited -and recommended, 
to be paid ix total amount, $1,424 89, coverall, or nearly so, of 
the contingent expenses incurred, to carry out the purpose ex- 
Ea in the xesdfution. Al -of which is respectfully submit- 
de i 


na 


Beport adopted. 
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' Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following réport ; 


The committee on Enrolled Bilis have examined an act to 
provide for the disposition of funds received Zon the United 
States; Also, an act making appropriations for the per diem 
and mileage pay of members of the Legislature, and find the 
same correctly enrolled; and having been signed'by the Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives and President of the Senate, 
were this day presented to His PENRE the Governor, for 
his approval. 


Repor pope 


— 


s 


Mr. Perry introduced an act to auiotas the Governor of 
the State of Texas to cause the Constitution and certain laws 
of the State to be translated into the German and Spanish 
Languages. 


Read a first time. 


Mr. Allen introduced a billrequiring District Surveyors to 
discharge the duties oftheir offices until ‘their suecessors are 
elected and duly qualified. 

-Read a. first time. l 

Mr. Willie moved that Mr, Tankersley be added to the com- 
mittee on the Judicary, and also to the committee on Finance. 

Carried. , 

Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be entitled an act defining 
the manner of transferring judgments for money- 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be entitled an act defining 
the manner of trying the right of property levied on by execu- 
tion, Sequestration or attachment when the property is claim- 
ed by a person not a party to the execution, sequestration or 
attachment. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Tankersley introduced a bill entitled an explanatory of, | 
and supplementary to “an act to provide for the issuance of 
patents to assignees, approved Feb. 3d, 1845. , 

Read a first time. 


& 


193 


Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to create the counties. of 
Starr, Webb and Taylor, and to define the boundaries of Nuec- 
es county, ` 

Read a first time. i 

Mr. Webb introduced a bill to be entitled an act to repeal 
certain acts therein named. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Pease moved that the report of the: select committee on 
the claims of Commodore Moore lie-on the-table and be-made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow, 10-0’clock. 

‘Carried. 

An act to validate and confirm-the acts of Thos. W. ‘Ward, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to make-it the-special order’ of the 
day for 20th Je aa next. 

Carried. 


Mr. Stout moved: to take up the orders of the day. 
Carried. l 


An aci to amend the 11th section of an act entitled “an act 
defining the office and duties of Coroners, approved May 13th, 
1846, (Senate’s bill.) 

Read a first time. ' . = 

An act granting a-ferry privilege to Nancy’ Hutchinson. 

Read a second time, and * 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, = 

Ordered to he engrossed. g 

An act to provide for locating the’ seat of Justice for the 
county of Austin, with amendments from the Senate. `, 

Amendmentsadopted. , 

A bill for, the incorporation of the city of: Laredo. 

Read a second time by its caption, and 

On motion of Mr. Pease ordered to be engrossed. 

‘A bill to create the county of Hays, with report of.the. com- 
mittee on county boundaries. 

Mr. -Haynie moved its engrossment. ` 

Mr. Cunningham moved to lay it on the table. ‘ 

Carried. 

ia act supplementary to an act to create the county of Pa- 
nola ; 

- Read a second time. 
13 ~- >? 
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Mr. Lyons moved to strike out Parrish and McMillion and 
insert Robert Wyatt and George Walton. 
Question ‘on the amendment. 


The yeas and nays being called for, stood, 


- Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan,Crutch- 
er, Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Gilliam, Hardiman, Lamar, 
Lyons, Miller of C, McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, . 
Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Shannon, Stoddard, Stuart, Wal-. 
lig, Wheeler, White and Wren—28. i 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Cunningham, Epperson, 
Fields, Goode, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lott, Millican, Mose- 
ley, McCown, Neal, Perry, Runnels, Sadler, Sterne, Stout, 
Taylor, Truitt, and Winkler—22. : 


Mr.. Gilliam asked to be excused from voting. 

House refused te excuse. l . 

_Mr. Taylor moved that it be re-referred to the committee on 
county boundarijes. 

Carried. 7 
An act to amend the 14th section of an act entitled an act 
te organize Justices courts and to define the powers and ju- 

visdiction of the same, passed May 11th, 1846. 

-Read a second time, and g 
- On motion of Mr. Fields, referred to the committee on the 
- Judiciary. ; 


. 


Mr. Potter in the Chair. 


A Joint Resolution relative to certain university lands in 
the Nacogdoches land district. 
Read a second time. 

: P: Walling moved to refer to the committee on Public 
ands. : 
Mr. Sterne moved to lay it the table until the 5th day of 

February next. : 
Carried. 

l 


Speaker in the Chair. 
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An act.to amend the 4th section of an act regulating Ju- 
ries, passed 4th May, 1846, 

Read a second time, and 

oe motion of Mr. Stout,.referredto the J udiciary commit- , 


E pil] for the relief of Martin Walker. 

Read: second time,sand 

On motion of Mr. Stout, or dered to be ehgrossed. 

A bill to be entitled.an ‘act regulating elections was taken 


u 
Phr. Willie moved the bill be read by its saption and refer- 
red to the committee on privileges and elections. 
Carried. 


.A bill to be entitled an act making appropriation of Land 


_ for the purpose ef education. ` 


x 


& 


Read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Moseley, referred to the committee on ed- 
acation. 

A bill to be entitled an act the better to define the northern. 
boundaries of Cowin county. 

Mr. Bogart moved to read the bill by its septionaind that it 
be engrossed. 

A resolution fixing the meetings and adjournments of the 
House. ; 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Moseley moved to strike'out “10” pee “o ‘clock, * and 
insert “9.” 
Lost. 

Mr. McCown moved to insert the words “and shall continue 
in force for two weeks.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Willie moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Carried. è 


.A Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of publie ac- 


i 


- counts to procure a private residence for the Executive of the 


State. 
Read a second time. 


Mr. Bogart moved the engrossment of. the resolution. . 
Mr. Irion moved to lay the resolution on the table. - 
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The yeas and nays-being called for, stood, 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Burroughs, ‘Bryan, Eddy, 
Hardiman; Irion, Miller: of C., Pease, Rains, Runnels, Stout, 
Stoddard, Truitt, Walling, Winkler and. White—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Crutcher; Cunningham, 
Davis of L., Dooley, Edwards, Eppessen, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Haynie, Keenan, ‘Lewis, Lott, -Lyons, Millican, 
Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, 
Robertson, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stuart, Taylor, Webb, 
Wheeler, Willie and Wren—=34. , 

Lost. ` 

And on motion of ‘Bourland referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act-regulating pro- 
ceedings in the District Courts, 

Read a ‘second time, and ody: 

On motion of Mr. Edwards, referred to a J maleiany com- 
mittee. 

- A bill to be entitled an act defining the: due of - hodine: the 
District Courts in-the first Judicial District. 

Read a second time, and a 

On motion of Mr. Poiter, referred to the Judiciary Commit: ` 
tee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create.a lien on domestic ves- 
sels for supplies, materials on work done thereon,.&c., 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Potter referred to the J Bacay Commit. 

-tee. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Leave of absence was granted the Hon. John D. Anderson 
until his health: be restored. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Mr.’ Dooley was added to the committee on State Affairs, 

. My. Pease moved to take up the bills from the Senate. 

Carried, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the permanent location of the 
county seat of Grayson county; 

Read a-first time. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act better to define the boundary of 
Grayson county. 

Read a first time. 


* 
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* A bill to be entifled an act to prohibit the sales of powder, 
lead and spirituous liquors to Indians. 
Read a first time. . 
- A bill to be entitled an act to E.B.. Sexton, Asa H.Willie.and 
Josiah J. Crosby to practice law in all the courts of this State, 
Read a first time. , ‘ . 

.A Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and Represen- 
tives-in Congress. to prectre the-‘passage , Of an- act creating 
two Districts for the-United States Court in Texas. 

Read-a first time. < Loe. 

By. leave Mr. Neal introduced the following «preamble and're- 
solution: l 

Whereas, James K. Polk, President of thé United States, in 
his message delivered: before: Congress in December, 1847, has 
+ referred to that portion of New: Mexico. east of the Rio.Grande, 
and lying within the limits ef the State of Texas, in. such _lan- 
guage as should require the attention of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas. E . 7 

And whereas, heretofore the Congress of Texas, has by law 
defined the boundaries as tq.the limits of. territory: extending 
northward, belonging to the late Republic of Texas, and having 
by our arms maintainedthe same—Therefore be it, 

Resolved, ‘That -a, special committee be appointed: by the 
Speaker, who.shall.take into consideration the foregoing mat- 
ter, and report to this House at the earliest practicable period, 
such measures as will: be expedient. fo establish our rights to 
said territory, and to extend -the jurisdiction of the State of 
Texas over the same, and tomake such other provisions as will 
enable the Executive of this State to adjust the question of 
boundary between the United.States Territories and the State 
of Texas, should we forever acquire by treaty.the Province of 
New Mexico. 


” 


Read and adopted: 


The chair appointed. Messrs. Neal, Dooley, Tankersley, 
Wren and Edwards said committee. - + 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock: ` 
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Mouse of Representatives, 
City of Austin, January 4th, nee 


. The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called; . 


And the following members answered to their names 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Boret Burroughs, Ca- 
ruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Doo-. 
ley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, 
Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, Moseley, 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Benfro, Rodgers, 
Railey, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, 
. Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, and Willie.. 


A quorum present. 
l The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.. 


Mr. Rayner presented the petition of Robert H, Beal: . 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. ` 
— Mr. Bryan presented the petition of Thos.. G. Masterson.. 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. ` 

The chair announced a petition on the Speaker's table from _ 
many citizens of Harris county, in relation to me colored wo- 
man, Lily. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, referred to the somites on 
State Affairs. 

Mr. Eddy asked leave to withdraw the petition of ii 
McGreer. . 

Granted. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “an 
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act to incorporate Protectien Fire Company No. 1, city of « 
Houston, have considered the same, and a majority of said 
committee not perceiving any objection to the provision of said 
act, have directed me to report the same to the House, and re- 
commend its passage. i 
E. M. PEASE, Chairman. 
Report received and bill to come up among the orders of the 


day. * 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: i 
+ > 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill 
providing for the remuneration of-tax assessors for having dis- 
- charged the duty of making an enumeration of the inhabitants 
of their respective counties have had the same under conside- 
ration, and report the accompanying substitute for the same: 


Report atopted, to come up among the orders of the day. 


— 


Mr. “Webb, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, made the following report: 


Your committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred 
the joint resolutions introduced by Mr. Lamar, protesting 
against the relinquishment to Mexico gf the country south and 
west,of the Rio Grande, conquered by and in possession of the 
United States, have maturely considered the same, and’ beg 
leave to report: that the committee are of opinion that Texas 
should take a firm stand upon the subject of the war and 
slavéry, and make known her views in a formal manner. Itis .. 
politic, wise, and just, that the United States should receive in- 
demnity from Mexico for the injuries and aggressions heap- 
ed upon the United States, and also for the expense of the war. 
In view of this fact the committee think that we should request 

` our Senators and Representatives in Congress to protest against 
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the relinquishment of any Mexican territory now in possession 
ofthe United Statés, unless Mexico shall make complete and 
full indemnity for the expenses of this war, and also for injuries 
and aggressions inflicted upon the United States. ‘ 

Your committee further think that the Legislature should 
express its views upon the right of citizens of the Union to 
emigrate to any part of the United States with their property. 
It is true that ,in the joint resolution already reported to the 
House; responsive to joint resolutions laid before us from other 
States, the opinion of the House upon this last subject has been 
expressed, but if is the opinion of your committee that the 
views of the Legislature should bè expressed upon this sub- 
ject; in the form of an original joint resolution not responsive 
to any other resolution—your committee, therefore, recommend 
the accompanying joint resolution as a substitute for the joint: 
resolution referred to them. 


Report received, and a 
. On motion of Mr. Willie, substitute ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble, and be made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


+ 


aaa ” 

Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: 

The committee on County Boundaries beg leave to report © 
and unanimously recommend to the House the passage of an 
act entitled an act to define more correctly. the. boundaries: of 
De Witt county. ' i 


\ : * = y . Š 
Report received, and bill ofdered to lie on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. i ' 


arees 
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Mr. Haynie, chairman of the joint committee on Post Routes. 
made the following report: 
Ye 
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The joint committee on Post Routes, beg leave to submit a 
joint resolution, and recommend its passage. 
*. W.C. ABBOTT, 
< Chairman on the part ofthe Senate. 
. 8. G. HAYNIE, 
: , On: the part of the House. 


Report received, and resolution ordered to lie on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


The chair decided that bills reported should lie on the table, 
and come up among the orders of the day, without reading. 

Mr. Sadler appealed from the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Haynie moved that the resolution just reported be read. 

Carried, and the same read a first’ time. 


—— 


= 


Mr: Fields, chairman of the committee on Printing, made the 
following report: 


The committee on Printing have made the necessary inquiry 
“why the journals of the House of Representatives of the first 
State Legislature have not been published,” as instructed by a 
resolution of the House adopted on the 30th ultimo, and have 
been informed by the public printer as a reason of the delay 
» thatthe Legislature made no provision for transcribing the 
- journals, and that therefore he could procure no copy for publi- 
cation. 

The committee also. called at the office of the Secretary of 
State, but were informed by the Secretary that, in consequence 
of the late changes in that office, no further information’ could 
at present be given. 


Read and adopted. l 


samen 


kad 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 
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The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills: 
, “Anact authorizing persons who have received donation 
certificates, under the provisions of an act granting lands to 
those who were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles, 
approved Dec, 20th, 1837, to alienate said certificates and the 
lands acquired under them. 

“An act supplementary to an act to organize the county of 
Upshur.” ` l 

“An act for the relief of those persons who are indebted to 
the State oņ account of public dues, payable in the Promisso- 
ry Notes of the late Republic of Texas. ; 

Joint Resolution for the relief of John S. McNairy. 

Preambles and Joint Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Texas, requesting the Senators and Representatives 
of Texas, in the Congress of the United States, to urge the pas- 
sage of a law for the payment of the Volunteers called out 
by this State, under the requisition of Col. S. R. Curtis. 

“An act to incorporate the Union Marine and Fire Insurance 
Company.” => l 

“An act to ineorporate and establish Guadaloupe College.” 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report adopted. 


& 


Mr. Potter, chairman of the Select committee, appointed to 
examine the accounts of Commodore Moore, made the follow- 
ing supplemental report: 


The majority of the Special committee, to whom was refer- 
red the report of the Comptroller, relative to the claims: of 
E. W. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late Navy of 
Texas, having further deliberated upon the matter.referred to 
them, and upon which they reported on a former day, beg 
leave again to report and offer the accompanying resolutions, 
which they recommend to the favorable consideration of the 
House of Representatives. ; 

The resolutions only place the accounts upon the same foot- 
ing as if they had been audited by the proper accounting of- 
cer of the late Republic of. ‘Texas. ` 

Read and adopted, and Bi 


a 
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Bills ordered to lie` on the table, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

$ hd 

The chair announced that the hour had arrived which was 
fixed to take up the report of the committee appointed to ex- 
amine the accounts of Commodore Moore. - 

On motion of Mr. Willie, the report was adopted. 

Mr. Bourland introduced a. resolution that a committee of 

` five be appointed by the chair to present to the House such 
i: amendments to the standing rules of the House as they may 
deem expedient for the dispatch of business. a 

Read and adopted. 

‘Whereupon thé chair appointed Messrs. Bourland, Tank- 
ersley, Pease, Sadler and Willie, said committee. 

Mr, Davis of Robertson, introduced a resolution, that with 
the concurrence of the Senate, the House of Representatives 
will proceed to hold an election for District Attorneys on Fri- 
day, 7th inst. 

Mr. Willie moved to change the time to Friday, 21st inst., 

Carried. ; 

Ordered to lie on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Irion introduced a résolution to request the committee 
on the Judiciary to enquire into the expediency of changing 
the jury law, so that no. petit juror shall be compelled to serve 
more than one week at any one term of the District court. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Truit introduced an act to repeal, in part, the first and 
fourth section of an act to amend an act entitled an act regu- 
lating attachments, approved 4th Feb. A, D. 1841. 

_ Read a first time. 

‘Mr. Stout introduced an act defining the southern boundary 
line of Titus county, 

Read a first time. : 

Mr. Pease moved to take up the orders of the day. 

- “Carried. 


~ 


An act to incorporate Protection Fire Company, No. 1, city 
of Houston. 

Read a second time, and . : 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a. joint resolution authori- 
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zing the Adjutant General.to issue bounty land warrants to 
Elijah D. Holland. 7 

And likewise, ý . 3 

An act to provide for permanently fixing the seat of jus- 
tice of the county of Dallas. 

An act to authorize and require the Governor of the State 
of Texas, to cause the Constitution and’ certain laws of the 
State to be translated into the German and Spanish- lan- 
guages. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

Referred to the committee on State Affairs. . 

A bill to be entitled an act defining thé manner of transfer- 
ring judgments for money. 

Read a second time, and: 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, 

Referred to the committee.on the Judiciary. 

An act requiring District Surveyors to discharge the duties 
H their office, until their successors are elected and duly qual- 
ifiéd. 

Read a second time, and ee 

On motion of Mr. Allen, TE 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare certain neat cattle es- 
trays, and to provide for the disposal of the same. 

_ Read a first time. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the killing of neat 
cattle. 

Mr. McNeal moved that the bill be read by its caption. 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish a registry of brands 
for neat cattle, and to regulate the branding thereof. 

Mr. MeNeéal moved to read by the caption. 

Carried, and bill Dn 

Read a-first time. j 

The report of the minority of the committee on the Land 
Office, was taken up, and 

Read. 

Mr, Willie moved to take up the report of the majority com- 
mittee on the Land Office, on the-bill to change the mode of 
electing the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Carried. 


2 


205, 


Mr. Armstrong moved tolay both. reports on the table till 
the first day of February next. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to lay on the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Willie moved the previous question. 

‘Mr. Epperson movel to mg ọn the table till the 12th .of. Jan- 
uary:; 


$ 
Carried. 


A bill to be entitled an act to create- the counties of Starr: 
Webb and Taylor, and to define the boundaries of Neueces. 
county. 

Was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, 

A second time by its caption, and aenal to the & 
on County- Boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled -an act explanatory of; wad aupplemeutal 
to an act authorizing the Commissioner-of the General 
Land Office to issue-patents to’ assigns, &c. : 

Read a second timeyand 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitied an.act to:define the-mede of trying the 
right of property levied: on under execution, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

Was read a second time by its caption, and referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

-A bill’ to be entitled'an act to repeal certain ` acts therein 
named, 

Read a.second. time, and 

On motion Of Mr. Webb, 

Reférred to the J adiciary. committee. . 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the permanent lo- 
cation of the seat.of justice of Grayson ‘county. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, 

Passed to a third reading. 

A. bill to be entitled an se better to define the boundaries of 
Grayson county. 


Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Bogart, 
Passed td a » third reading. 
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A bill to be.entitled an act to amend the 11th section of an 
act defining the office and duties of Coroner, &e. . 

Read a second time, and A 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an actto admit F. B. Sexton, Asa H. 
Willie and Josiah F. Crosby to practice law in all the courts 
of this State. $ 

Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 

Passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit | khe sale of powder, 
lead, and spirituous liquors to indians. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Stout moved to refer to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Davis of Robertson moved to amend, by striking out 
powder and lead. 

Lost. ; 


The question on Mr. Stout’s motion was vee taken and car- 
ried. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress to procure the passage of alaw making two 
judicial districts for the United States Court in Texas. 


Read a second time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to refer to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Bogart moved to strike out “Clarksyille”’ and insert 
“Bonham.” 

Lost. 

Mr. Reagan moved to strike out the words “Clarksville, 
Huntsville, city of Austin, and such other places as he may 
deem necessary,” and insert “Springfield, Limestone county.” 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the question was faken and car- 
ried, on the reference to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizihg the donees of San 
Jacinto certificates to sell the same in fee simple. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to organ- 
ize the county of Upshur. 

Read a third time and passed. 

ee Neal moved the House adjourn. until’2 ọ ck p m 

ost, 
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A ill to be entitled an act for the relief of those indebted to 
‘the State on account of public dues. 

Read a third time and passed. 

- A joint resolution for the relféf of iia 8. MoNary 

Read a third time and passed. ~ 

Preamble and resolutions requesting our Senators and Re- 
presentatives in ongress to procure the passage of a law to 
pay the velunteers who turned out under the call of Col. Cur- 
tis. 

Read 4 third time by its caption, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Union Marine 
and Fire Insurance’ Company. 

_ Read a third time and passed by the HO OWANE votes’ 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, Gil- 
liam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lew- 
is, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, Moseley, McCown, McNeill, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Rodgers, Runnels, Sad- 
ler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Tru- 
itt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and 
Wren—5l. 

Nays—Mr. Rains—t. 


A bill to be entitled an act to OnE and establish Gua- 
dalupe College. 
Read a third time and passed by the following vote : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, , Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis of L; Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Gilliam, Ge ode, Hatdiman, Haynie, lrion, Keenan, Lamar, 
Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, Moseley, McCown, Me- 
Neill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Rodgers, Run- 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Tay- 
lor, Truitt, Winkler, Wheeler, Willie and Wren—49. 

Nays—Messrs Fields, Rains, Walling, and White—4. 


A joint resolution protesting against the iane to 
Mexico of the territory south and west of the Rio Grande, con- 
quered by and in possession of the United States. 


” 
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Read a second time, and laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day, together with the substitute offered by 
the committee on Federal Relations. i 

Mr. Epperson, by leave introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That a select committee of~five be appointed to 
act in conjunction. with a like committee to be appointed upon 
the part of the Senate, to act as a committee of arrangements 
preparatory to the celebration of the 8th-of January. 

Read a first. time and: rejected. 

Mr. Cunningham, by leave introduced a bill to be entitled 
an act Concerning fraudulent and .conditional titles, derived 
from the governments of Spain, Mexico, and Coahuila and 
‘Texas. i 

Read a first time. i 

Mr. Armstrong, by leave introduced a bill to be entitled an 
aetconeerning certain land laws. 

Read a first time. 2 

Mr. Armstrong, by leave, introduced .a joint resolution.au- 
thorizing and requesting the Governor to collect for the use of 
the State, certain laws and documents relating to land titles. 

- Read a first time. 
Mr. Fields, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That one of the standing rules of this House shall 
be, that any member may, by leave, withdraw a bill for amend- 
ment, (if in possession of the House,) atany time before its en- 
grossment; but no bill shall be kept by a member for such 
purpose longer than 24 hours, nor shall amendments be made 
except in writing, on a separate piece of paper. 


yF 
-Readand laid on the table one day for consideration. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10'o’clock. : 
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House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Wednesday, Jan. 5th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment: 


The roll was called, and the following members answered 
to their names: 


Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Bry- 
an, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davisof L., Davis of 
R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Gillaim, Goode, Hardi- 
man, Haynie, Irion, Keenan,* Lyons, Miller:.of C., Millican, 
Moseley, McNeill, Pease," Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Rodgers, Railey, Runnels, Sadler, 
Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, 
‘Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, Willie and Wren. 


Mr. Tankersley presented the petition of Charles Shearn. 

Read, and on motion of Mr. Tankersley, referred te the eom- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. Reagan presented the petition of the citizens of Hen- 
derson county. es , ` 

Read, and on motion of Mr. Reagan, referred to the commit- 
tee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Sterne presented a petition from the citizens of Cherokee 
county. 4 

Read and referred to the cornmittee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
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following report: J 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred. sundry 
. petitions, praying the Legislature for a remission of license- 
taxes in behalf of decrepid and disabled persons, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report, that they do 
not deem it expedient for the Legislature to grant the exemp- 
tion proposed. To the same committee a resolution was re- 
ferred, directing them to enquire into the expediency ofconsti- 
tuting Justices of the Peace as Assessors of Taxes, The com- 
mittee having examined the subject, are of opinion that the 
proposed change would not be beneficial. 
Tn relation to the resolution instructing the committee to en- 
quire T that subject, they are of opinion that the clerks in the 
4 = 
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office of the Comptroller and Secretary of State cannot be dis- 
pensed with without detriment to the publie service. There 
appears to be no clerk provided by law for the office of Adju- 
tant General, and the committee cannot therefore recommend 
the abolishment of such an office. In relation to the resolution 
on this subject, the committee also report unfavorably to the 
granting of power to the County Court to assess the value of 
lands for taxation. 

A majority of the committee have also instructed the chair- 
man to report against the resolution authorizing appeals to the 
County Courts in cases of the errors or improper assessment, 
or rendering, for assessment, of property for taxation. 

‘There are other important matters before the committee, for 
ihe proper consideration of which further time will be required, 
and is asked ofthe House. E 


Report adopted. 


Mr. Allen, chairman ofthe committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a re- 
solution instructing the committee to enquire into the propriety 
of abolishing the office of Adjutant General of the State, have, 
after due consideration of the same, instructed me to report that 
instead of it appearing expedient to «abolish said office, the 
committee are decidedly of opinion that it should be continued 
—such an office being, as they believe, absolutely necessary at 
this time, and itis recommended therefore that said resolution 
be laid upon the table, indefinitely. 


Adopted. - 


‘Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on Affairs of State, 
also imade the following report; 


-The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a 
Joint resolution respecting’ the incorporation of a portion of the 
‘conquered Provinces or States of the Republic of Mexico into 
‘the State of Texas, with the consent of the United States, and 
respecting a cession ofa portion of the northern section of Tex- 
ag fo the United States, have had the same under consideration, 
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and a majority have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House without action, and.to -request, respectfully, that the 
` committee be discharged from the further consideration of the 
resolution. : ssl 


Adopted. 


Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boundaries 
made the following report: x 
' The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, have 
considered, and recommend the passage of a bill entitled an 
act better defining the northern boundary line of Collin coun- 
ty. They haye also reconsidered a bill entitled an act to 
amend an act supplementary to an act to create and organ- 
ize the county of Panola, and after due and impartial investiga- 
tion, and the best information to be had, from maps of the Land 
office, as well as the evidence ef persons acquainted with the 
geography and situation of that county, and the known wishes 
of a large portion ofits inhabitants. A majority of said com- 
mittee are forced still to adhere to their former opinions, and 
have instructed me to report it back tò the House, and most 
respectfully recemmend the passage of the. original, without _ 
any amendments whatever, and -ask to be discharged from its 
further consideration. 


* 


Read and to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined “an act 
for the relief of Martin Walker.” . 

“An act granting a ferry privilege -to Nancy Hutchinson.” 

A bill for the incurporation of the city of Laredo. 

And find the seme cogreetly engrossed. 


Adopted. 


w 
Oe vay Steen 
—. 


Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills made the following report: 
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The committee on-enrolled bills have examined an act to 
provide for repairs necessary on public buildings in thejcity of 
Austin, and find the same correctly enrolled; and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
President of the Senate, was this day presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governor for his approval. 


Adopted. 


Mr. Neal introduced an act requesting Justices of the Peace 
to pay intothe County Treasury certain fines and penalties by 
them assessed and collected. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a hill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of 
Texas in the year 1848. 

Read a first time. caer 

Mr.-Reagan introduced an act to create the county of Kaui- 
man. - ` l 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Lott introduced an act to create the-county of Van 
Zandt. 

Read a first time. ` 


The Chair announced the hour for taking up the report of, 


the committee on Federal Relations on the Joint Resolution 
instructing our Senators and Representatives to protest against 
relinquishing any Mexican territory.conguered by and. in the 
possession of the United States with'the substitute offered by 
said committee. | 

Mr. Stuart moved to reconsider the vote passing a bill to au- 
thorize the holdersof donation certificates to transfer thesame 
in fee simple. f - 

Mr. Gilliam moved to lay the motipnon the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. Bouriand moved to take up the order announced by the 
Speaker. i 

Carried. 

Resolution and substitute read. 

Mr. Lamar moved the adoption of the substitute. 

Carried. 


-a 


213 


Mr. Stuart moved that the Clerk be instructed to withdraw 
the bill from the Senate, passed in favor of the donees of San 
Jacinto and other battles; and authorizing the alienation of 
the certificates and lands acquired thereby. 

Carried. 

Mr. Pease moved the engrossment of the substitute report- 
` ed by the committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend by inserting the word “al ” af- 
ter the words “by treaty or otherwise.” 

Lost. 

Question on the engrossment of iie bill. 

Carried. . 

Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
a summary remedy for securities against their principals. 
Read a first time. 


Mr. Rayner in the chair. - 


A message was received from the Senate returning the bill 
authorizing persons who have received donation certificates 
for being in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles to al- 
ienate the same. 

Mr. Potter introduced an act to provide for revising the 
statute laws of this State. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill entitled an act better defining 
the Southern boundary line of Collin and Denton counties and 
northren boundary, line of Dallas and Henderson couuties: 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Tankersley introduced a bill to be entitled an act te sup- 
press gaming. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a resolution to instruct the com- 
mittee on the Land Office to enquire what fees have been 
charged at the Land Office (if any) and by whom and if any, 
under what law said charges were made, and the probable 
amount of said fees per annum and that said committee have 
power to send for persons and papers. 

Read and adopted. —_- 

Mr. Millican introduced a bill making it a penal offence to 
burn the woods and prairies. 

Read a first time. 
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Mr. Edwards moved to take up the orders of the day.. 
Carried. i : 


A bill to incorporate the eity of Larado. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

Read by its caption a third time and passed by the follow: 
ing vote. 
` Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis of L., Davis of R.. Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, Gil- 
liam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, ager Lew- 
is, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Milligan, Moseley, McCown, © 
McNeal, Pease, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Run- 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart. Tankersley, 
Faylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, Willie and 
Wren—oo. 

Nays—Messrs. Peny and Rains—2. . 


A bill to be atid. an act to regulate the killing of neat 
cattle. 
- On motion of-Mr. Tankersley, 

Read byits caption, a second time, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish a registry of brands 
for neat cattle and to regulate the branding thereof 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 

Read by its caption a second time and referred to the com- 


mittee on the Judiciary. : 
A bill to be entitled an act to declare certain neat cattle es- 
trays. 


Read by its caption a second time, and referred te the Judi- 
ciary committee. 

A bill entitled an act to repeal in part the first and- fourth 
sections of an act “to arhend an act entitled an act regulating 
attachments, approved 4th February, A. D. 1841. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Dooley, referred to the committee on Ju- 
diciary. 

A bill entitled an act defining the southren boundary line 
of Titus county, - 

Read a second time. 


é 
215 


Mr. Moseley moved to refer to the committee on county 
boundaries. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend by inserting, provided it. dges 
not take any portion of Upshur county. 

A message was received fromthe Senate informing the 
House-that the Senate had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
to change the name of Robert Franklin Sypert to Robert 
Franklin Miller. 

Also, a Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner 
General of the Land Office to issue a “patent to Adolphus 
Sterne assignee of Maria Josefa Sanches. 

Likewise a bill to be entitled an act to legitimise certain 
children of Benjamin Bryant. 

Question, on reference to committee on county boundaries 
of the act defining the southren boundary line of Titus county 
was taken up and carried. ’ 

A bill entitled an act amending certain land laws. 

Read a second time and on motion referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


e 


The Speaker in the chair. 


A bill to be entitled an act -to admit Franklin B. Sexton, 
Asa H. Willie and Josiah F, Crosby to practice law in the 
courts-of-this State, (Senate’s bill.) : 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act the better to define the bounda- 
ries of Grayson coynty: Senate’s bill. 

Read a third time by caption,, 

On motion of Mr. Bogart and passed. 

A resolution fixing the time for holding an election for Dis- 


r 


trict Attorneys. . 

Read. ; 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay it on the table. 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled ‘an act better to define the boundaries of 
DeWitt county, 5 


Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stoddard ordered to be menei: 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The bill to create the county of Hays was taken from the 
table and placed among the orders of the day. 


° 
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A Joint resolution for the relief of Assessors and Collectors 
of Taxes. 

Read asecond time, and 

On motion of Mr. Gilliam, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A resolution amending the Standing Rules of the House was 
read, and 

On motion of Mr. Fields, 

Referred to the select committee appointed to draft rules 
Tor the government of the House. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to collect certain 
land: laws relative to certain titles. . 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A billto be entitled an act concerning fraudulent and condi- 
tional titles, &c. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. a referred to the Judiciary 

“committee. 

A joint resolution for the relief ol pérsons wha furnished sup- 
plies to E. W. Moore, late Post Captain Texas Navy. 

Read a first time. 

A joint resolution providing for,the settlement of the accounts 
of E. W. Moore, late Post Captain Texas Navy. 

Read a first time. 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in Congress to procure the passage of a 
law giving the State additional mail service. 

Read a, first time. 

Mr. Haynie moved to suspend the rule, 

Lost. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue 
4 land warrant to Elijah D. Holland. 


`~ 
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Read a first time. - : -> r 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that they have examined an act to incorporate “ Pro- 
tection Fire Company No. 1, city of Houston,” and find the 
same correctly engrossed. i 


Read and adopted. 

À. bill to be entitled an act to provide for the permanent lo- 
cation of the seat of Justice of Dallas county. 

Reada first time. - 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Protection Fire 
Company No. 1, city of Houston, | 


2 


Read third time and passed by the following vote : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of C., Millican,Neal,McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, 
Rayner, Rentro, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, 
Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt,- Walling, 


Winkler, Wheeler, Willie and Wren—50. 
Nays—Messrs. Fields and Rains—2. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Martin Walker. 
Read a third time and passed. 
_ A bill to be entitled an act granting a Ferry privilege to Nan- 


cy Hutchinson. 
È 


Read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, >` l 
The motion to reconsider the vyote passing a bill giving the 
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donees of San Jacinto certificates the right to sell in fee simple, 
was taken up. 

The question on the re-consideration was takea and carried, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Bill laid on the table.. 

A bill to be entitled an actto create the county of Hays. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


- House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Thursday, Jan. 6th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Ca- 
ruthers, Crutcher, Davis of R, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardimen, Haynie, Keenan, Lamar, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, McCown, McNeill, Neal, 
Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, 
Rodgers, Runnels, Shannon, Stout, Stoddard, Tankersley, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Wren. 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted: 


Mr. Neal presented the petition of Ford & Cronican, Public 
Printers for the State of Texas. 


Read, and 
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On motion of- Mr. Neal, Taipi 

Referred to the committee on Printing. 

Mr. Fields presented the petition of W: 8S: Mills. 

Read. 

Mr. Fields moved to refer it to a select committee. 

Lost. 

Mr. Fields then haved its reférence- to die committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Carried. - s 

Mr. Lewis presented the petition- of the citizens of. Bexar 
county; ~- 
` Read, aid 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

Referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

Mr. Dooley presented the petition of sundry “German citi- 
Zens. 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr: Dooley, 

‘Referred to the committee on State Affairs. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following report: 


‘The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred * An 
act to create -a-lien on domestic vessels for supplies and, mate- 
rials furnished them, and for- repairs and labor done thereon, 
have considered the same, and ‘a majority of said committee 
believing that such a law is much needed, and that its operation: 
willbe beneficial, haye directed me to report the same to the 
House, and recommend its passage. i 


g 


Read, and laid on the table, to come np among the orders of 
the le day. i 


” 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary- committee, also:made 
the following report : 


mae committee on the Judiciary, to whom was, Grad Bes 


. : a - 
bill to be entitled an act to repeal certain acts therein named,” 
have had the same under consideration. 

The billin question proposes to repeal an act of the Con. 
gress of the late Republic of Texas, to create a Board of Médi- 
cal Censors ; and also, an act supplementary to said act. Tn- 
asmuch as neither of said acts have ever been enforced, the 
committee can perceive no objec ion ta their repeal; but they 
are of opinion that the title of the act should be so amended as . 
to express its object. They therefore propose to strike out the 
title as it now stands, and insert ia lien thereof the following: 
“An act to repeal the laws of the late Republic of Texas cre- 
ating a Board of Medical Censors ;’ With this amendment they 
recommend the passage of the original bill. 

Read, and receiyed, to come up among the orders of the day. 


——— 


Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
made the following report: ~ 


The committee on the Land Office, to whom were referred 
a resolution of the House of Representatives, instructing said 
committee to enquire what amount of land claims have been 
issued by the Boards of Land Commissioners for the several 
counties in this State since the last session of the Legislature, 
and returned to the General Land Office, together wiih the 
number and class so issued by the respective Boards, have 
called upon the Commissioner of the General Land Office,and 
have receyed a tabluar statement of said claims from that office, 
which accompanies this report, embodying the information in- 
quired for.by the House of Representatives. 


Read and adopted. 


anes 


Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: 


The Committee on Counties and County Boundaries, beg 
leave to report back to the House the several petitions from 
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Newton county, praying the permanent establishment of the 
county site for that county, and recommend the passage of the 
-accompanying bill. , ; : 


Read, and to come.upamong the orders of ‘the day. ` 


Mr. Hardiman introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
hibit the cutting and carrying away timber from lands on which 
the owners may not reside. 

Read afirst time. `’ 

Mr. Reagan introduced a bill entitled an act to reduce to its 
constitutional size, define the boundaries, and permanently lo- 
cate the county site of Henderson county. 

‘Read a first time. 


A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
through Mr. Hatch, his-private Secretary, communicating to 
the members of the Legislature an invitation from the citi- 
zens of San Antonio, to attend at that place on the 8th of Jan- 
uary, inst., to join in paying the last tribute of respect to the ` 
memory of the late gallant Samuel H. Walker. 

And also, information that the following bills originating in 
House of Reprgsentatives, have been approved by his excel- 
lency the Governor: 

e 


“Joint resolution requesting the contractor of the mail ronte 
from Austin to Bonham, to transport the same weekly, instead 
of semi-monthly, and making provision for the same,” 

“An act to provide an appropriation for the payment of the 
mileage and per diem pay of the members of the Legislature 
ofthe State of Texas,” and : 

“An act to provide for the disposition of the funds received 
from the United States.” 

Mr. Winkler presented a resolution that the committee on 
State Affairs be instructed to enquire into the practicability of 
removing the Indian trading posts further in advance of the 
white settlements, and report thereon as soon as practicable: 


Read and adopted. 
Mr. Fields moved to take up that’ part of the’ Governor's 


~ 
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Message, communicating the invitation from the citizens of 
San Antonio. 

Carried. ` o , 

Mr. Willie introduced a resolution that a committee of five 
be appointed by the Speaker to suggest a plaù for the erec- 
tion ofa monument to the memory of Col. Benjamin R. Mi- 
lam, Capt. Samuel H. Walker and Capt. R. A. Gillespie, and 
that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Bogart moved a call of the House. 

Carried. 

Mr. Keenan moved a suspension of the call. 

Carried. 2 

Mr. Potter moved to insert after the names mentioned, “and 
all of those who fell in the Revolution of Texas, and ‘those 
Texans who have fallen in the present war of the United 
States against Meixco. a = 

Carried. j - 

Mr. Lamar moved to insert “Ward. Grant and others.” 

Mr. Neal moved to insert after “Ward,” “Travis and John- 
son.” 3 

Mr. Lott called for the previous question. 

Carried, and resolution adopted.- 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: ; 

- The committee on the Judiciary have considered the follow- 
ing papers referred to them, viz: ‘ E 

“The petition of the Graziers of Harris and the adjoining 
counties for laws to regulate the registry of brands, and the 
killing, selling and branding of cattle.” ` 

“A bill to be entitled an act to declare certain neat cattle 
estrays, and to provide for the disposal of the same.” 

“A bill to be entitled an act'to establish a registry of brands 
for neat cattle, and to regulate the branding thereof.” 

“A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the killing of neat 
cattle;” and- i 

“An act creating certain penalties.” 

The committee are fully sensible of the importance of the 
objects sought to be attained by these bills, and they believe 
that some Legislation is necessary on the subject, bùt without _ 
neglecting other important business before said committee, 
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they do not feel that they can give that attention to the, sub- 
ject which its importance demaads, and inasmuch as a select 
committee has already been appointed by the House for the 
purpose of taking into consideration other acts concerning the 
branding of neat cattle, the committee have directed me to,ask 
the House to be discharged from the further consideration of 
said papers, and recommend that they be referred to said se- 
lect committee. ` } 

Read and adopted. 


t 


A message was received, from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill entitled an act, (origi- 
nating in the House.of Representatives,) establishing more 
permanently the seat of justice of Collin county, and like- 
wise, . 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for marking, in part, 
the boundary line between the Land Districts of Fannin and 
Nacogdoches, and also, a joint resolution for the relief of the 
citizens of Texas, who had their property destroyed and taken 
off by the Mexican government during tlie revolution. 


Mr. Keenan introduced a bill to provide for an exchange. of 
books, maps, charts, &c. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to create the county of 
Santa Fe.. sa 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Tankersley introduced a bill to be entitled an act to au- 
thorize a special tax to be levied wpon the citizens of Harris 
county. 

Read a first time. i . 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: Í 


Ld 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined “a joint 
resolution requesting the Senators and Representatives of 
- Texas, in the Congress of the United States, to protest against 
the relinquishment of the Mexican Provinces or States con- 
quered by and in-the possession of the United States. Also, 
to protest against any law which shall be intended to prevent 


2947 


the citizens of slave holding States from taking their property 
with them in erhigrating to said acquired territory. 

Joint resolution for the relief of assessors and collectors of 
taxes. 

An act to define more correctly the boundaries of DeWitt 
county.” 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 

Adopted. 


Mr. Stuart introduced an actjproviding for the sale of the 
property belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by 
the late government for custom purposes. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Goode introduced a bill to be entitled an act reg culating 
attachments. 

_ Read a first time. 


Mr. Rayner moved to take up the orders of the day. 


A joint resolution providing for the-settlement of the accounts 
of E. W. Moore, late Post Captain Texas Navy. 

Read a second time. 
Mr. Gilliam moved its reference to the committee on Fi- 
nance. : 

Lost, 

- Mr. Lamar moved its agron monk 

Carried. 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who furnished sup- 
plies for the late Navy of Texas. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Neal, : : 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill entitled an act permanently fixing the soat of justice 
of the county of Dallas, (Senate's bill.) 

Read a second time. 


Mr. Winkler moved its reference to the committee on coun- 
ty boundaries. 

Carried. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue 
bounty land warrants to Elijah D. Holland, (Senate’s bill.) 

Read a second time, and > 


Li 


On motion‘ of Mr. ‘Péase;-referréed tothe’ cominittee on’ Púb- : 
lic Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an actto provide a sanity remedy: for 
securities againsttheit: prinçipäls:- 

Mr. ‘Raynor niovéd: ‘that: it be read by its caption: 

Carried, and’ 

Bill read a second time; dy: its caption; arid r 

On motion of Mr. Fiélds, ° - 

Reférred‘to the’ comynittee on’ ‘the udiciary..” 

A-bill-entitléd ‘an act making it a‘pendl: offence: to ‘bara thie 
woods and “prairies ~ ' 3 ; 

Ori motion‘of Mr. acre Sa fe ENS, 
tée on theJuditiary. ; 

A‘bill entitled an act to reife fori revising thé statiite Taws 
of this Statė. 7 

On motion of Mr. Potter, ; 

Read by‘its caption a second time,’ and teferted to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Joint-resolution instructing our’ Senators and "requesting our 
Representatiyes in the Congress of the’ United States, to” Po 
cure additional mail sérvice.: 

Read'by its caption’a secénd: time, and! 

- On motion of Mr. Reagan,, ar ae 

‘Referréd to the committee on post routes: `. 

A'bill to be-eiititled ah act’ better ` defintig: the Noithert 
boundary line ‘of-Collin ¢ounty. 

Read a second time, and i 

On motionof*Mr: Bogart;: : ani 

Ordered to be engrossed. ak . 

A billto bé-entitled ah aét Supplementary to'ahactto create 
and organize the county of Panola. : 

oa Taylor moved that the bill bè read by`its é caption 

OSH. +- 

A message was recéiv ed Fróni the Sênate; införming thë 
House-that thé Senate had passed a:preamble and joint reso-, 
lution of the Legislature of the State of Texas, requesting the 
Senators and Represen tatives of Texas‘in thé:Congress of the 
Unitéd States, to urge.the į passage of a. law forthe payment of 
the volunteers, called out from this‘Sitate’ “tinder the reijitisition’ 
A D SHR! Curtis} (originating’ inthe: House’ ‘of Représent- 

ives 
15 


» * 
- 


~ 
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A bill entitled an act supplementary to'an act to organize 


the county of Panola. 

Read a second time. “ 

‘Mr. Walling moved to to amend by striking out “either side 
of the Sabine River without regard to the present centre.” 

Mr. Bourland moved to refer to the committee on eounty 
boundaties with instructions to the committee to provide jor 
laying the county off into five districts, &c. 


Amessage was received ‘from .the Senate informing the 


House that the Senate had passed a resolution to appoint a se- 


lect committee of six on the part of the Senate to act.in con-. 


junction with a like committee on the part of the House to 
‘enquire into the expediency of ascertaining the amount and 
character of the public debt of the Iate Republic of Texas, de- 
vise ways and means for its early liquidation with instruc- 
tions to report by bill or otherwise. 
" Also,’ 

A billto be entitled an act to legitamatize certain children 
of Benjamin Bryant. 

A bill entitled an act to change the name of Robert Frank- 
lin. Cypert to Robert Franklin Miller; and 

A Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Adoiphas Sterne, as- 
signee of Maria Josefa Sanches. ~ 

“Mr. Truit movéd to refer-the bill creating the county of Pa- 
nola to aselect committee, and none of said committee to be 
appointed from the county of Panola or adjoining counties. 

Carried. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Bourland, Bryan and Ray- 
ner said committee. 

„A bill to be entitled añact to create the county of Kauf- 
man. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Reagan. 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and refer- 
xed to the committee on, county boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Var 
Zandt. - . 

On motion of Mr. Lott, i 

Read a second time by its caption and wierd’ to the com- 
mittee on county boundaries. 


` 


` A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary o Collin © 


and Denton counties, gc. 


ie 
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Read a seeond time, and - 

On motion of Mr. Bogart referred to the committee on coun- 
ty boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring Jusis of the Peace 
to pay into the county Treasury certain fines and penalties by 
them collected. 

Read second time, and : 

On motion of Mr. Burroughs, referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. f 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of Texas. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Epperson referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Ge- 
neral Land Office to issue a patent to Adolphus Sterne as as- 
signee of Maria Josefa Sanches. 

Read. a first time. 

_ A Dill to be entitled an act to change! the name of R. F. Cy- 
pert tò R. F. Miller, &c. 

Read a first. time. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to legitimate certain children of 
Benjamin Bryant. . i 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define more permanently the 
boundaries of DeWitt county. 

Read a third time and passed. i : 

A Joint Resolution for the relief of Assessors and Collectors 
of Taxes: 

Read a third time and passed. 


A. Joint Resolution requesting our Senators and Representa- 
tives to protest against the relinquishment of Mexican territo- 
ry conquered byand i in possession of the U. S. 


Read a third time and passed by the following vote. 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Dayis of 
L., Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode. 
Hardiman, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Ly’ 
ons, Miller of C. , Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal 


a 
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Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Rénfro, Reagan, Rob- 
ertsoi, Rogers, Runnels, ‘Sadlér, Shanuon,: Sterne, Stout, Stod- 
dard, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt,, Webb, Winkler, Walling; 
Wheeler, White, Willi¢and Wren-—56.. ` 

Nays—00, ae 


— & 


The report of the committee on State Affairs on the Joint 
Résolution relative to the incorporation of certain provinces of 
Mexico into the State of Texas with the consent of ‘the Uni- 
ted States, was taken up and read, and. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, laid on the table. 


Mr. Bourland moved that the committee (requested by the 
Senate to be appointed on the part of the House; to- act joint- 
ly with a like committee on the part of the Senate. to ascer- 
tain the amount of the public debt,) be now raised. 

Carried, and: , l 

The chair assigned that duty tothe special ‘committee ap- 
pointed sume time since for that purpose. 


Mr. Fields moved that Mr. Tankersley and Mr. Bryan be ad- 
ded to the committee on Brand Districts, 
Carried. é as 


Mr. Keenan introduced the following resolution. 


Resolved, That-a committee of three . be. „appointed. by .the 
Speaker to actin conjunction with alike committee on the 
part of the Senate to ascertain what amount of Treasury notes 
and other liabilities of the Republic of Texas have been re- 
ceived by the different departments ofthe State sincethe ad- 
journment of the last session of the Legislature to cancel or 
destroy the same and report to:the House. 


Report read and adopted. 
The, Chair. appointed,, á ‘ 

. Messrs. Keenan, Lewis and Truit the committee indicated 
by the resolution just adopetd. n 
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‘On motion of Mr. Allen, . 
_ Mr, Cunningham was-added to; be: committee on the. ap- 
portionment of representatives, . cs ; 
Mr. Crutcher introduced the following resolution responsive 
to the invitation of the citizens of San. Antonio to the mem- 
bers of the Legislature-to meef and join on the 8th instant in“ 
paying the last tribute of respect to the remains of the deceas- 
ed patriot and soldier, Capt. Samuel H. Walker. 


Be it resolved by the House of Pspieeoneaives That his 
Excelleney the Governor. be requested to ‘communicate the 
thanks of the House of Representatives to the citizens of San 
Antonio through their committee :F. L. Pascal, Samuel J. 
Smith, Charles P, King and A. H. Lockwood for the invitation 
to attend the feneral ceremonies of Capt. Samuel H, Walker, 
and to inform them, that we lament that the invitation arriy- 
ed too late to give us time to be presenton the 8th ingt., there 
to mingle our sorrows with theirs for the last time over the re- 
mains of him to whom all trae patriots.delighted to do honor 

. while living, and whose ‘memory -will-ever claim a cherished 
place in the hearts of all Texans. l E 


Readand adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Irion, 
The House adjourned until .to-morrow morning, 10. o’elock. 


* 


Career pee 


r 


House of Representatives, 
- Austin, Jan. 7, 1848. 


uant to adjournment, 


zA 


The House met purs 


The. roll: ‘was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: a 
Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Ca- 


=% 
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ruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of. R..Eddy, 


` Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, 


Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of Colo- 

rado, Millican, Moseley, McCown, McNeil], Neal, Potter, 

Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Rogers, Runnels, Sadler, 

Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, 

— Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and 
ren. 


A quorum present. 


- 


The Journal of the preceding day was read andadopted. “- 


Mr. Rayner presented the petition of John Keiser. 

Read, and i i 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 7 : 

Mr. Allen presented the petition of sundry citizens of De-. 
Witt county. 

Read, and ee ‘ 

On motion of Mr. AHen referred the committee on county 
boundaries, : 


Mr. Pease,chairman of the committee onthe Judiciary, made 
the following report: ; i 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “an 


-act requiring District Surveyors to discharge the duties -of their 


offices until their successors are elected and qualified,” have 
had the same under consideration, and they are of opinion that 
a general law on the subject, applicable to all officers of the 
State, should be enacted. They have therefore prepared a bill 
to be entitled “an act requiring all officers of this State to con- 
tinue to perform the duties of their offices until their succes- 
sors are elected and duly qualified according to law,’ which 
they recommend as a substitute for the original act. 


Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the-day. 
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Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: ‘ le gr 


The committee on the Judiciary, -to whom was referred a 


joint resolution requesting our Senators ‘and Representatives, 


in Congress to procure the passage of a law to compel the 
Judge of the District Court of the United States, for. the District 
of Texas, to reside permanently within his District, have had 
the same under consideration, <nd-have directed ‘me to report 


the accompanying joint resolution, and recommend, thatit be 


adopted as a substitute for the original resolution. 


Réad and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. l 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, ‚reported 
that the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
“an act to amend the 11th section of an act enjitled an act de- 
fining the office and duties of Coroners, approved „May 13th, 


1846,” have considered the same, and a majority of said com- 


mittee have directed me to report the bill back to the House, 


oe 


and to recommend its passage. 


w 


the day. 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee ọn Finance, reported 
that the committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act to exemptfrom taxation all property design- 
ed and used for purposes of religious worship and education,” 
have had the same under consideration, and recommend. its 
passage, 


Read and laid on the lable to come up among the orders of 
the day. ; s of e ae g : 


t 


Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of- 


e 
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- Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee, on Edugation,, made 
the following report: . oa 
- The committee on Education, to whom was referred a.reso- 
lution, requiring them to present a plan for the establishment 
offree public schools, with rules and regulations for their gov- 
ernment, have had the same under considération’in connection 
‘with a bill to establish free publie schools ; and a majority. of 
them instruct me to report the bill back to the House, with 
amendments, arid recommend.its passage. œ. 
‘They. are satisfied that, under: the provisions of the bill, many 
of the more sparsely populated counties will not organize; but . 
ean see no sufficient reason, why the counties, whose wants 
require their establishment, and whose condition will ‘justify 
it, should delay their organization, and be denied their benefits. 
This can be effected by the liberal provisions of the bill, with- 
out injury or injustice to the counties whose population is so 
small and scattered, as to make it inexpedient.for them tọ do 
so. ‘I'he amount of revenue derived from taxation, and appor- 
- tioned-to these-counties, will -stand as. a credit to ‘them, untilit 
can ‘be used.as preseribed bylaw. © ~~ : . 
The Constitution-makes it imperative upon the Legislature 
of this State,at asearly a peridd as practicable, to establish Free 
Public Schools, throughout the.State; and to provide for their 
support, by taxation on property. Public opinion appears to 
require it of them, at this time, and your committee, concur- 
ring in the féeling's.and wishes of the people of the State; are 
anxious to carry out their views, to the fullest extent authori- 
zed by the limited means, at the disposal of the Legislature for 
that purpose. ` 
The lands, which have been, or may hereafter be, donated, 
. are rendered. unavailable by the:3d section of the 10th arficle,of 
the.Constitutions which declares,That all lands granted to 
-the various counties, or other. political:divisions of the State for 
„School purposes, shall not be alienated in fee, ordisposed of oth- 
erwise.than™ by lease, -and’.for a time not exceeding twenty 
ears, 
7 Your committee, in the bill recommended by them, have au- 
thorized the School Commissioners-of thé several counties, to 
lease the school lands of their respective counties; but can 
place no relianee on that source, for means adequate to the ob- 
ject proposed ; nor would the amount of revenue alone, which 
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is, Set apart by the Constitution, when, divided .as justice would 
require, þe adequate-to the consummation, ofthe ends,contem- 
«plated. Your. -coramittee' therefore recommend, to;accomplish 
-the desire of ‘the great-inass:. of our population; that which;to 
them, seems:to-be the only-feasible plan: that.. can- be adopted. 
To. Jay. arid collect.a tax, in addition -tò the-revenye derivable 
-from the-gources before mentioned, sufficient to carry into ef- 
cient operation..a system ofeducation that willbe uniform.and 
:þengficial initszesults.- 0 . =, 
The bill limits; the ‘maximum. rate of taxation ,to-one-fourth 
of one per centúm ; but leaves itsdiscretionary with the coun- 
ty courts, and through them with the people, to fix it at any ra- 
tio below that amount, . 

In all the States “in-which. the system of Common -Schools 
have been most successfully established, they have been carried 
on, in whole or in part, by direct taxation; and with the ut- 
utmost satisfaction to property.holders, upon whom the burthen 
of taxation must, of necessity, fall. It may be urged, as an ob- 
jection tọ the taxation of property, for -the support of Free 
Schools, that the non-resident land. holder, or the childless, own- 
er of real estate, would be compelled to contribute to the edu- 

-cation.of the indigent children of the district or county in which 
his property may -be situated. .. Such would-be: the.case, but it 
would return to him ten-fold in the increased-valuation of.his 
property; caused by the. establishment: of, good and permanent 
.8chools.in his neighborhood : and by the security, to. person 
and property, which intelligence and civilization always en- 
sure. fe . 

Your committee believe that as our State increases in popu- 
lation, and acquires wealth, changes,in..the plan proposed; may 
be necessary ; but think, under existing circumstances, that it 
will meet the wishes, and fill the expectations of the people. 


Report received, and laid upon the table to come up with 
` the orders of the day. * 


+ 
a 


— . * 
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‘Mr. Willie, one of the:committee-ọn:Publie. Lands; made -the 
following report: . , eo, . a 


> 
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The committee-on Publie Lands, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Robert H. Beale, praying for a grant of one league 
and labor of land, as a disabled soldier, have instructed me to 
report, that they find upon investigation, that the said Beale 
was seriously wounded at the battle of Mier, and is perma- 
nently disabled from the effects of said, wound. ‘The memo- 
rialist, they believe, therefore, is entitled to the grant as justly 
as those who have heretofore received the bounty of the gov- 
ernment, on account of having been permanently disabled in 
the service of the country. They therefore instruct me to re- 
port the accompanying joint resolution, and recommend its 


passage. 


Read and laid on the table,to come up among the orders of 
the day. 


+ 
— 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Pnblie Lands, 
made the following report: i 


- The committee on Public Lands, to`whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to reduce into 
one, and amend the ‘several acts relating to the establishment 
of a General Land Office, passed December 14th, 1837, have 
had the same under consideration, anda majority of said com- 
mittee haye instructed me to report said bill back to the House, 
and recommend its indefinite postponement. . 
Read, and on motion of Mr, Willie, 

Laid on the table. i i l 


bomen 


A 


* 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Pnblic Lands 
reported that the committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled “an act requiring those who have: 
located their conditional certificates to deposit the same, with 
the field notes of survey, in the General Land Office within 
eighteen months, or their claims to be barred,” have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the 
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‘bill back to’ the House as being“superseded and rendered un- 
necessary, by the provisions of a joint resolution extending the. 
time ‘or the return of field notes and the payment: of govern- 
ment dues, and recommend that said bill be indefinitely post- 
poned. . : 


Read and adopted. 


——_ * 


Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, reported that the committee on Counties and County 
Boundaries, to whom was referred “a bill entitled an act to lo- 
cate the county seat of Navarro county,” beg leave to report 
and recommend the passage of the same with the following 
amendments, to wit: : 


ist. Fill up the blank in the first section, by inserting “Cor- 
sicana.” ` 


2d. Add to the end of the first section, “and all, process, 
civil and criminal, shall be returned thereto, which may be is- 
sued after the first day of February, 1848, and that this act shall - 
not be construed so as to affect any writ, process or other pro- 
ceeding, in any of the courts of said county.” f 


Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. - 


Mr. Rayner; chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, reported that the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
to whom was referred the petition of Reuben A. Carter, of 
Cherokee county, asking for a donation of 640 acres of land, 
have had the same under consideration, and believing that it 
more properly belongs to the committee on Public Lands, beg 
leave to report the same back to the House, and ask to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that said petition be 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. Í 


Read and adopted. 


~ x 


-Mr. Bryan; chairman ofthe committee on -Engrossed -Bills 
reported that they.had examined a “joint resolution for the re. 
„lief of. persons-;who furnished supplies for the Navy of. Texas.” 
and “a joint resolution to provide for the settlement of- the ac. 
counts of E. W. Moore, Post Captain ¢éommanding’ the late 
Texas Navy :” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


* Read and adopted. 


* 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reportthat they haye examined “,An act requesting our Sena 
tors an? Representatives in Congress, to urge ‘the passage ofa 
„law for the payment of the volunteers called out from this State 
under the requisition of Col. S. R. Curtis: Also, an act to pro- 
vide for locating the seat of justice of Austin county,.and find 
the same correctly enrolled, and‘having been ‘signed by the 
- Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the 
Senate, were this day presented to His-Excellency,-the Gover. 


m 


nor, for his approval. 


Read. and adopted. 


A 
\ ama 


Mr. Bourland, chairman, &c., made the following report; 


The select committee, to which was referred “ A bill tobe 
entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to create and organize 
the county of Panola,” have had the same. under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report.the same back. to the Hous, 
with an amendment, and recommend its. passage. 

Read, and laid on the table, to.come -up among the orders-0! 


* 
` 


a a 


Mr. Stout introduced a bill to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Wishita. 
Read a first time. 


oR os 


„Mr. fPéase,- CHdirman- of “the Judiciary corimittée; reported 
tee yet ees a Bee OEIT O we kere e ont es eo 
that “ the -committee’on: the‘ Judiciary; tó whomi“was referred ‘a: 


| joint resolution-instricting: our” Senators and *‘requestitig’our 
- Representatives in Congress to prcure the passage ofan actes- 


TES MEE OE TS ag MSO ENS e, SOe UNS Ie ee 


Te Bee E EE, A OO oe Rg eee NN be ES Ta eee e ARN 


seen i E E E AEA Eee eRe eee OPARI E T AEN ELE mes fey EELA PETET AI EE VE A N OFF TERR Oe Ee EPA ET MOE ay RIP TEE Oe re EA ENA) EE re ee eee 


‘tablishing two Districts for the:United’ States Court,” have had 


the the‘same-undeér‘conisideration, and a’ majority of said comt- 


| mittee have instructed’ me to report the acéompanying joint 


resolution, and recommend that it be adopted as a substitute. 
for the original. s 


- Read; and-laid on thetablė, to, commie -up-aradng the orders “of. 
nee + 4 OEA 


theday. ooo l : 

Mr. Stout introduced a:bill to‘be entitled.an ‘aetto-ineorporate 
the German-‘Texian Friendship; Association.:of Galveston. 

Read a first time. ere f is 

Mr. Stoddard introduced. a bill to be entitled an act to define 
the county botindaries of-Goliad‘county; . * + 

Read. a-first time... ae AES a 

A méssage: was rèceived: from.’ the . Sénate,. througlr Mr: 
Raymond, Secretary,informinig:the: House: that-the.Senate had. 
passed a tésolution tò.go into.theelection of Comptroller:and. 
Treasurer, on the 11th instant, at 11 o’clock, a. m. ‘ 

Mr. Taylor introducéd a-bil to'beentitled an acé,to pře- 
scribe.thie:time ofthe biennial meeting of the Legislature ofthe 
State of Texas. ‘ Ute 

Read a first. time. 

Mr. Tankersley introduced the followiiig:ieselution:- 


tee of three members be-appointedi46 ‘examine into;-arid- report 
to this House, the condition of the office of Comptroller and: 
Treasurer of the State, and that the Senate be requested’ to-ap- 


pointa like committee, to act jointly with the committee of the 
ouse. 


X 


Read dnd -adopteds.. 
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- The chair appointed Messrs.. Tankersley, Runnels and Hay. 
nie, the committee indicated by the foregoing resolution. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill-for the relief of Thomas Allen, | 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled an. act to locate 
permanently the-seat of justice for the county of De Witt. 

Read a first time. 


` Mr. Edwards introduced the following resolution: 


‘Resolved, That the Senate be invited to meet the House in 
joint session, on day of January, instant, for the purpose 
of electing a Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Read. 


Mr. Crutcher moved to fill the blank with the “11th instant” 
Mr. Cunningham moved to lay the resolution on the table, 
which was carried by the sonomane vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bou- . 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Cunningham, Davis of L, 
‘Eddy, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Lamar, Lott, Ly- 
ous, Moseley, McCown, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Reagan, Robertson, Rodgers, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Sterne, 
Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, Webb, ae White, and 
Wren—40. 

Nays—Messrs. Crutcher, Davis of R. Mwai. Fields, Hoy 
nie, Irion, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of C. Millican, McNeill, 
Pease, Renfro, Tankersley, Truitt, Walling, Wheeler and 
Wilie—18. 


A 


Mr. Lamar presented a petition from Edward A. woe 
and a joint resolution for ne relief. | 

Read s first time. 

Mr. Bourland in the chair. 

Mr. Truitt introduced a joint resolution for the relief „of Wm, 
K. Elliot. 

Read a first time. ” 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands 


le 
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reported that the committee of the House of Representatives- 
have instructed me to present the following: resolution: . 


R solved, That the committee on Publie Lands be authorized 
to call for persons and papers in the investigation of the coloni- 
zation contracts entered into between-Charles F, Mercer, Peter _ 
Browning and others, and the Republic of Texas. 


l Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. : 


+ 


.Mr. Reagan, chairman ofthe committee on Public Lands, 
reported that the committee on Public Lands, to whom was re- 
ferred'a resolution instructing the committee on the Land Of- 
fice, to enquire what fees have been charged ñin the Land Of- 
fice, &c., have instructed me to report said resolution back to 


the House, and recommend its reference to the. committee on 
the Land Office, 


Read and adopted. 


na ~ 


+ 


. 
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Mr. Webb introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for the support of the poor. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Epperson introduced a bill to be entitled an act to com- 
pel owners and rentors of cotton gins to keep them inclosed, &e. . 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Medina. © 


Read a first time. 


Mr. Stout introduced a bill to be entitled an act-to prohibit 


the location of land North of the Rio Roxo or Red River of 
the North. b À : 


Read a first time. 


t 


Mr. Gilliam introduced the following resolution : 
Resolved, that the select committee, to whom was referred 
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the subject“off marks-and-brands, &c.; beréquestéd to- examine” 
the law regulating éstrays, and propose such atmendments as‘ to 


them shall be deemed expedient, and report.by bill. or other- 
Wise. . a oF Ed eh 


Read and adoptéd. 


Mr. Armstrong moved to take from the table a-bill giving 
doxees of San:Jacinto. certificates the right to sell thé same in 
fee simple, and place it among the orders of the day. l 

Carried. : e 
Mr. Renfro moved to take up the orders of the day. 
Carried. pe n , - 

A Dill tobe- etititled “ Air acttò provide for thé sale of public 
property, used‘ for custom purposes, &c.” i 

Read @ second time, and l 

On motion-of Mr.: Potters - 

Referred.to the commiìttee.ón Finance; l 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for markifig-theboun- 


dary line of Fannin and Nacogdoches Land District. 
Read a first time. ' 


r 


A joint resolution for the relief of the citizens of Texas whe | 


had their property destroyed and-taken off by the Mexican‘gov- 
ernment during the revolution. 
, Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled an act to fix the county sseat of Hender- 


son County, &c. 

Read a second time hy caption; and . 
. On motioniof Mr. -Reagan 

Referred to the committee on County- Boundaries: at 

The chair decided, that, reading a bill by its-capfion, is the 
reading of the bill under the rules of the House, 

-Mr. Webb appealed-from the decision: of the chair. 

Mr, Stout moved a.call of the House:: 

Carried. 


Mr. Lott moved the House adjourn until Monday morning, 
10 o’clock. 


- Carried. 


Ie 


é 


¥ 
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House of Representatives, . 
City of Austiny January 10th, 1848. 


The House met pursudnt to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their. names: 


Messrs. ‘Speaker, Armstrong; Bogart, - - Bryan, Caruthers, 
Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards; Ep- 
person, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman , Haynie; Irion, Léwis 
Lott, Lyons, Moseley, McCown, Neal,’ Pedse; Perry, Rains, 
Rayner, Renfro, Railey, Runnels, Sadler, Shaw, Sterne; Stout, 
White, Taylor, ‘Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, 
Stuart, and Willie. 


A quorum present. 


On motion of Mr. Gilliam, 
gre call of the House ørdered on the 7th inst, was suspend: 
e 

Journal of the 7th inst., read and adopted. 

Mr. Crutcher presented the petition of Michael Short. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, : 

Referred to the committee on public lands withouta read- l 
ing. 

The Speaker announced a petition from the citizens of'Hen- 
derson county, praying the Legislature to pass an act prohibit- 
ing the citizens of said county “from. wearing beard on the up- 
per lip, over one inch in length. . a 

Read; aud - a 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 

Referred to the committee on the Penitentiary. 

Mr. Dooley presented the petition of the citizens of Fred- 

. ericksbúrg and its vicinity, praying an act creating a new 
county. tobe styled the county of Pierdénales: 

Read, and ` . 

On motion of Mr. Dooley, 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 


Mr. Crump presented the petition of John Vanderivorth, 
praying a relief. 


* ~ 
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Read, and 

On motion of Mr. Crump, 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Lewis presented the petition of Nathaniel R. Mallon, 
John S. Johnson and J. H. Brown, praying the Legislature for 
relief. 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

Referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr: Armstrong presented the petition of Wm. C. Beard, 
praying relief, 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

Referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Keenan presented the petition of Uriah F. Case, pray- 
ing for relief. 

‘Read, and 

Referred to the committee on the Land Office. 

Mr. Cunningham presented the petition of the eitizens of 
' Victoria, relative to a military and waggon road from some 
point on Matagorda bay, to Chihuahua, Passo del Norte, San- 
ta Fe, &c. 

Read, and 

Together with that portion of the Governor’s Message rel- 
ative to the sale of the publie lands. 


-Referred to the commitee. en military affairs. 


+ 


Mr. Allen, chairmar of the committee on State affairs, made 
the following report: 


The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred “a 
bill to ‘be entitled an-act fixing the time at which.the regular, 
sessions of the Legislature of the State shall convene,” have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, with the 


accompanying substitute, and to recommend the passage of 
the same. * 


Read, and 


To come up among the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs, also, 
made the following report: 


The committee on State affairs, to whem was referred a bill 
together with a petition to-authorize and require the Govern- 
or to cause the Constitution and certain laws of thé State of 
Texas to be translated into the German and Spanish languages, 
have had the same under consideration, and have unanimous- 
ly instructed me to report: > 
_ That itis unnecessary to have translated into the German 
and Spanish languages, any law either of.a general or special 
nature, passed during the existence of the Republic of Texas, 
as the broad and comprehensive language of the bill refer- 
red to the committee, clearly embraces; but, that it ‘is poli- 
‘tic and just to have translated for the information of the enter- 
prizing German and Spanish population residing within the 
jimits of: our State, the Constitution and Jaws which have 
been enacted since Texas beeame.a State, and may be passed 
by the Legislature at its present session; and’ therefore, ear- 
nestly recommend the passage of the substitute for said bill 
therewith presented. 

Read, and ‘ 

‘To come up among the-orders of the day. 


ameen 


The Joint committee on post routes, made the following re- 
port: 


The joint committee on pest routes, to which was referred a 
joint resolution, instructing our-Senators and Represențativesin 
- the Congress of the United States to pracure additional mail 
‘service, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report a subtitute for the original bill, and 
recommend its .passage. 


(Signed,) W. C. ABBOTT, Chairman, ’ 
on the part of the Senate. 
i - S. G. HAYNIE, Chairman, 
T ‘on the part of the House of Representatives. 
Read; 
To come up among the orders of the day. 


` 


ad 
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Mr. Eddy introduced a bill entitled an act to provide for the 
election of Governor and Lieutenant Govérnor, Senators and 
Representatives to the Legislature of the State of Texas. ` 

Read a first time. __ 

Mr. Dooley introduced a bill entitled an act to create the 
county of Pierdenales. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Rayner introduced.an act authorizing the County Court 
of Fort Bend county, to levy an additional tax. - 

Read adirst time. 


The minority of the committee on education, made the {ol- 
lowing report: 


The undersigned, being one of the minority of your commit- 
_ tee on education, differs with the majority. of said committee, 
in their report; and objects to some of the provisions of the bill 
accompanying the same. 

It is but due to state the reluctance with which opinions, so - 
contrary to those of a majority, are entertained and submitted 
for consideration; and, but for the position of the undersigned, 
as a member of the committee, would more willingly have 
been withheld. Far from indulging a motive, ora feeling of 
opposition, to a generous philanthropy, there are considera- 
tions of constitutionality. expediency. and of justice, to the 
common right-of evéfy man, and interest in society, involved, 
that should not be permitted to pass, by common sanction, un- 
heeded and without investigation. There is a fund wisely set 
apart by the constitution; for educational purposés, exceed 
this,and the limits is indefinite. If the constitution authori- - 
zes one amount, it will another, the same interprefation, 
that authorizes that proposed, will that of one hundred, one- 
thousand per cent: the construction is the same, and admits of 
no qualification, except it be of propriety or expediency; and _ 
expediency knows no law. 

_ Could it have. been intended, by the framers of the constitu- 
tion, that ït should bear a construction, by which the rights of 
a minority were:tọ.be placed at the mercy, caprice or jealousy 
of amojority? ‘Would not the consequence have been fore- 
seen? Anarchy, with the evils following im train, is the best 
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result, that- could have been anticipated: the principle that 
will-allow numbers; for their own individual purposes, to ás- 
sess and levy contributions upon others’ interests, contrary to. 
the consent, and in violation of the rights of the interested 
parties, will sanction the levelling or agrarian creed of the ar? 
bitrary distribution ‘of private wealth, among the different 


members of society. The first and-main-principle of‘social in- ” 


stitutions, is to secure the weak, against ‘the aggressions of 
the strong; and td protect the possession of rights ‘common to 
all. Rights are restricted for the purposes of justice, the main- 
tenance of.order apd the support of Government. Indepen- 
dent of these, it. is the privilege of every individual, to say, 
whether he will er will not part with a right;‘and that power, 


. that déprives him of it, is arbitrary, tyrannical and destructive | 


of the ends of society. Did the constitution warrant, by any 
fair deduction, the collection of the proposed tax? Would.it 
be expedient to authorize it at thistime? With a debt of un- 
defined millions overhanging us, and nothing with which to 
appease the wants of the creditor, already knocking at our 
doors for reliei—a_revenue barely adequate to. the support, of 
government, and the rate of taxation, as high as the interests 
of the country can bear. With a sthall population scattered 
over an immense territory, diverse of origin, as’ of character; 
bound together, in many instances, by no tie df consanguinity. 
and friendship—but, interest, immediate and alone, to consti- 
tute the rulé of action. If arms are placed in the hands of an 
enemy, it is but reasonable to expect that he will use them; 
and, if the majority are armed with the law, it may not.be ex- 
pected, (when interest is to be ‘promoted,) that difficult or per- 
plexing questions of expediency and justice, will long prevent 
its execution. ` i . , : 
The benefits arising, in most of the counties, from the 
. amount proposed, would not be realized by one fifth; and it 
would ever be the source of discontént and: dissatisfaction to 
the citizen, and a pretext for new demands upon the Legisla- 
ture for thé same object. Me 
It requires no philosophy to foretell the effects that may be 
produced, by over taxation at this time—compelling the ad- 
venturer to seek new fields for employment—the man of 
wealth, a home, where institutions are more congenial to his 
. Tights. The land holder. and the Government, would, alike, 
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participate în the evils flowing from it. 
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Another objection, is the danger to be apprehended, of an 

unfair, or an improper application of the fund arising from 
the land appropriated by the government to this object, when 
disposed of under the provisions of the bill. By it they may 
be disposed of, for the time allowed by the constitution; and 
the whole-of the avails appropriated toa single year—leaving 
nineteen out of twenty, unprovided for, and excluding a very” 
-large proportion from any participation in its benefits. Thus, 
the objects, the wisdom, and well-timed sagacity of all former 
legislation on this subject, may be almost, if not entirely de- 
feated. 

The following amendments are respectfully submitted:— 
Strike out sections eleven, twelve and thirteen; and amend the 
fourteenth section by appending thereto, the following:—Pro- 
vided, That nothing in this act, shall be so construed, as to 
prevent the equal, annual distribution of the proceeds arising 
from the lease of said schoollands. 


u 


MrDavis of R.,introduced a resolu‘ion that the committee on 
Finance enquire into the expediency of making an adequate 
appropriation in conformity with the suggestion of Gov. Hen- 
dersonin his message for defraying the expenses of all 
troops raised by order of the State Executive.’ 

Mr. Crutcher moved that it lie on the table one day for con- 
sideration. 

Carried. i >o s 

Mr. Bogatt introduced a resolution that the ċcommmittee on 
State Affairs be and they aré hereby instructed to take under 
consideration that portion of the Governor’smessage recommen- 
ding an appropriation to be made for the payment of individuals 
who have furnished supplies for the troops called out. by the Ex- 
ecutive to participate in the war against Mexico, and report 
by bill or otherwise. a 

Mz. Tankersley moved that it lie on the table one day, for 
consideration. S 4 

Carried. 


so 


= 
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Mr. Bourland, Chairman of the select committee appointed 
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to suggest amendments to the standing rules of the House 
made the following report: 


The select committee to which was referred resolutions pro- 
posing amendments to the rules governing the deliberations of ` 
the House of Representatives, report that they have consider- 
ed the same, and respectfully submit the accompanying sixty 
five rules and recommend their adoprion: 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay it on the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the 11th section of an act supplementary toan act, to 
‘detect fraudulent land certificates and to provide for issùing 
patents to legal claimants. 

, Reada first time. 

` Mr. Stuart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to author- 
ize the city of Galveston to appoint Firemen and exempt the 
same from militia and jury daty. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stout introduced a bill entitled an act ‘making the State 
a party to suits brought for lands. 

Read a first time. 

An act to repeal in part, the 4th section of an “act to raise 
a revenue by direct taxation, approved 28th April, A. P. 
. 1846, 

Read a first time. a r 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to prescribe the mode. of electing 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Dooley introduced a resolution that that portion of His 
Excellency, Governor Wood’s: message, which treats of the 
public debt and the mode of ascertaining its amount and the 
means of its payment be referred to the committee on the pub- 
lic debt, with instructions to report by bill or einenyise: 


Read and adopted, 


: On motion of Mr. Fields, the orders of the day were taken 
up. i 


An act authorizing persons who have received donation 
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certificates under the provisions of “an act granting lands to 
those who were iv the battle of San Jacinto and other battles, 
approved Dec. 20th, 1837, to alienate said certificates and the 
lands acquired under them, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Hardiman moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

Mr. Moseley moved to postpone until the 1st day of Febru- 
ary. 

Mr. Dooley moved to refer it to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Carried. 


Mr. Crump in the chair. 


A bill to create the county of Santa Fe. , 

Read asecond time. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following as amendment: . 

“Strike out thirty six degrees thirty minutes, and insert for- 
ty degrees.” 

Mr. Willie moved to referred to the committee on county 
boundaries. ` 

Carried. 


-A Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Adolphus Sterne, assig- 
nee of Maria Josefa Sanches. - 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. i 

A billto be entitled an act to change the name of Robert 
Franklin Cypert to Robert Franklin Miller. 

Read a second timé, and 

On motion of Mr. _ Bryan, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legitimatize certain children 
of Benjamin Bryant. ek 

Read a second time, and f 

On motion of Mr. McNeil, referred to the commiitee on 
the Judiciary. 


A bill to provide for an exchange of books, maps, charts, 
&e. 
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Read asecond time, and : 
_On motion, of Mr, Epperson, referred to the committee on 
State Affars. z 
7 x co 
Joint resolution ‘for the relief of persons gio furnished sup- 
plies far the late navy of Texas. 


Read a third time and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs., Allen, Armstrong, oeat ‘Bourland, Bry- 
an, Caruthers,, Crutcher, Cunningham, Dooley, Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Irion, Kee- 
nan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of C,, Moseley, McCown, McNeill, 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, 
Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, ‘Taylor, 
Truitt, Webb, White, Willie and Wren—43, 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Burroughs, Crump, Davis of L. 
Davis of R., Hardeman, Millican, Reagan, Sadler, ‘Walling, 
Winkler and Wheeler—12. i 

House excused Mr. Miller of Houston from voting. 

Mr. Reagan asked to be exensed from, voting. 

House refused’ to excuse. i 

Joint resoļutioń to proyide for a settlement of thé accounts 
of E: W. Moor e, Post Captain commanding the late Navy of 
Texas. , : 

Read a third and passed. 

_An act to locate the county seat of Navarro county. 

‘Read a second time. 

Amendments adopted, and bill ordered to'be engrossed. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Robert H: Beal, substi- 
tute reported by ‘committee. ` 

Read'a first time. , 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the biennial’ megt- 
ing of the Legislature of the State of Texas. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion. of Mr. Taylor, referred.to the committee on State 
Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to penton boundaries of.Goliad- 
county. 


+ 


+ 


Read a second time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Neal, 

Ordered to be engrossed. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the German Friend- 
ship Association of Galveston. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Stuart moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Stout moved its reference to the J udiciary committee. 

- A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Allen. 

Read a second time, and - 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, 

Referred to the committee on Finance. 

A resolution (originating. in the Senate,) to go into the elec- 
tion of Comptroller of Public Accounts and State ‘Treasurer, 
on the 11th instant, was taken up. 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr. McNeil, 

Laid on the table. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the ‘support of the 

oor. 
Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Webb, referred to the Judiciary commit- 
tee. 

A joint resolution for the benefit of Edward A. Weyman. 

Read second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Willie, + 

Referred to the committee on Feéderal Relations. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to, provide for marking the lines 
between the Land Districts of Fannin and Nacogdoches. ` 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

Referred to the committee on the Land Office. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those who had 
their property carried offand destroyed by the Mexican Gor 
ernment during the revolution. 

Read a second time, and : 

On motion of Mr. Moseley, 

„Referred to the committee on Federal Relations. 

A billto be entitled an act to amend the seventh section of 
an act, to define the office and, duties of Coroner. 


‘Read a third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to create the county’ ‘of Medina. 


EA 
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Mr. McNeil moved the bill be read a second time by its cap- 


tion, and referred to the committee on County Boundaries.’ 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the location of land 
North of the Rio Roxo or Red River of the North. 

Mr. Stout moved to read a second time by its caption, and re- 
fer to the special committee, to whom was referred so much of 
the President’s message as related to the county of Santa Fe. 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt from taxation all pro- 
perty designed and used for religious worship., * 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Henderson moved the engrossment of the bill. 

, Mr. Reagan moved to strike out in the caption the word “all” 
before “property,” and insert “ certain.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Davis, of R., moved to insert “ eer no one lot of 
land shall contain more than‘ten actes” . 

Mr. McNeil moved to refer, the bill t to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 7 & 

Carried. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the cutting and carry- 
ing away timber from the lands upon which the owner does 


nor reside. 


Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Bryan, referred to the Judiciary.committee. 
Mr. Haynie moved the House adjourn - until to-morrow 


morning. 
Lost. S 


A bill to be entitled an act to create a lien on domestic yes- 
ae for supplies furnished, and work done thereon, &c., was ta- 
en up. ‘ 


Mr. Neal moved the adjournment of the House until 3 
o'clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

The bill was ‘hen read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


a 
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Mr. Lamar moved that Mr. Bryan be added to the committee 

to whom was referred the petition of Thos. F. McKinney. 
- Lost. 

Mr. Renfro moved a call of the House: 

Mr. Epperson moved that the House adjourn until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 

Mr. McNeill moved to take up a resolution to go into the ` 
election of District Attorneys. = 
ë+, The question on Mr. Epperson’s motion to adjourn; was ta- 
ken-and carried. 7 i i 


æ 


+ 
f 


+ + 
, * 


House of Representatives, 
i _ Austin, Jan. 11, 1848.” 


* 


‘House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
* 
Roll called, and the following members answered to their 
names : fs 


` Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, -Bryan, Caruthers’ 
Crump, Crutcher, Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, p- 
person, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Irion, 
Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Moseley, McCown, Neal, Pease, Perry, 
Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Raley, Runnels, Sadler, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Whee- 
ler, White and Willie. f 


The Journals of preceding day readand adopted. =, 


Mr. McNeill moved a suspension of the rule requiring bills 
to be read,on three several days, in order to dispose of certain 
measures before the House. 

Lost. 

Mr. Taylor presented a petition from the citizens of Upshur 
county, relative to their county site. ~ 

Read and referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Dooley presented the petition of the citizens of Comal , 
county. 
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Read, and an motion of Mr. Dooley; referred to the commit- 
tee- on County Boundaries. - < 


A- message was received’ from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed the following bills, viz.: 

A ‘bill to be entitled an act-to declare the name of Beazley, 
son of Marcileat Dugat, and also to legitimate said Beazley: — 

A bill grantinga Ferry privilege to Nancy Hutchinson : 

A, bill for the relief of Martin Walker. : * 


Mr. Hardeman presented -the petition of R. L. Redding. 

Read, and i 

On motion of Mr. Hårdeman, 

Referred to thecommittee on Claims and Accounts, 

Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County: Boundaries 
made the following report: 


The committee, on Counties and. County Boundaries, have 
considered “a bill to create the. counties of Starr, Webb and 
- Taylor, and to define the ‘boundaries of Nueces county.” In 
sections 24 and.25, of the 7th article of the Constitution, it is 
expressly declared, that “every law enacted by.the. Legislature 
shall embrace but one object; and tat shall be expressed in 
the title.’ It furthermore declares, that “no law shall be revi- 
sed, or amended, by reference to its. title j”. and as the above 
bill.embraces and embodies several objects, the committée have 
instructed me to report the several bills accompanying this re- 
port, marked Nos. 1,273 and 4, as substitutes for the. original, 
and respectfully recommeénd-to the House the passage of the 
several substitutes, in'liewof the bill referred. 


Report received, and bills to come up among the orders of 
the day. í 


4 ; — 


-Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Printing, to whom 
was-referred the petition of Ford & Croniċàn, State Printers, 
asking compensation for copying the laws of the last“Legisla- 
ture, and for extra labor and expetse incurred on account of 
the addition. of side notes to: the ‘laws, after the petitioners were 


4 
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elected, and for other aiterations,—have had the same under 
consideration, and after a careful investigation of the ‘subject, 
and examination of witnesses,.as to the value of the additional 
_ labor, &c., have unanimously agreed that the prayer of the pe- 
titioners ought to be granted; and have therefore instructed 
me to report the accompanying bill for their relief, and recom- 
mend its passage. _ 


~ 7 = 7 & . ` 
Report and bill received, to comé up among the orders of the 
day. 


— 
Gi 
~ 


a 


Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be extitled “an act giving 
plaintiffs in execution the benefit of deeds of trust and mortga- 
ges, by paying the debts and liabilities secured by them.” 

. Read afirst time. > 


Mr. Stout introduced a resolution that the committee on the 
Judiciary enquire into the propriety or expediency of a divis- 
ion of the Supreme Court of this State, and establishing a 
branch thereof at the town of Henderson, Rusk county ; and 
that they report to this House, by bill or otherwise, at as early. .. 
a day as practicable. 


- Mr. Lott moved to strike out Henderson, and insert Tyler. 
Mr. Gilliam moved a division of the question. oT 
Question to strike out taken, and lost. . 

Mr. Caruthers moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Carried, oo 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to amend an act defining the dw 
ties of the Attorney General of the State of Texas. 

Read a first time. . , 

Mr. Bourland introduced a bill providing for the admission 
of certain evidence in proceedings against debtors of the jate 

Republic, and present State of Texas. ' l 
Read a first time. : . 
Mr. Dooley introduced a bill to change, and better to.define 

the botindaries of the county of Comai. 

Bill read a first time. 5 ' 
Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be “entitled an act to change 
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the time of holding the District Courts of the third-Judicial 
‘District. 

Bill read a first time. i 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill E and requiring 
the Commissioners’ Courts of Counties to regulate Roads and 
appoint Overseers, .&c. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cunningham infroduced a joint resolution relative to the 
establishment of a chain of Military Posts in Texas, extending 
from Washita to Passo del Norte, on the Rio Grande. 

Joint resolution read a first time. 


Mr. Allen moved to take up the orders of the day. 


Motion carried, 

The report of. the joint committee on Post Routes was ta- 
ken up. . 

The substitute for the original bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Haynie moved its adoption. 

Mr, Lamar offered the following amendment: 


“Insert from San Atonio to Laredo.” 


Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Caruthers moved its engrossment. 


Mr. Cunningham offered ‘the following as an additional 
amendment: * 


“From Port Lavaca, via Vietoria; Quero, Gondes Seguin 
and New Braunfels, to San Antonio, twice a week. de 

Amendment adopted. « 

Mr. Robertson moved the previous question. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Eddy moved to insert, 


“Once a week from Sabine Pass to San Augustine.” 
Mr. Pease offered the following ameridment : 


“Strike out the 17th route, and insert in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing :—17th, from Columbia to means via Brazoria, 
Cedar Lake and Caney, once a wee 

Amendment adopted. 

| Mr. Goode moved to insert, 
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‘From Clarkesville to Shreevesport, via Marshall, once a 


* 


week.” í P 


Motion adopted. 
Mr, Fields moved to go into a committéë of the whole. 
. Motion carried. . . 

Mr. Fields, as chairman of the committee ‘of the whole, fe- 
ported back to the House the substituté offered by the joint 
committee on Post Routes, without arsendment. i 

Report adopted. 

Mr. Lott moved io amend by inserting, 


“From Henderson, in Rusk county, to Tyler, in Smith coun 
ty, oncea week.” : - 


Motion lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved the previous question. 

Motion carried. f . 

The question on the engrossment ofthe bill was taken, and 
carried. i l 

Mr. Fields offered the following resolution: M 


- 


Resolved, That our Senators in the Congress of the United 
States be instructed, and our Representatives be requested, to 
urge the passage of alaw to give the members of the several 
State Legislatures the frankitig privilege during their sessions, 
and.a repeal of the law requiring-a higher rate of postazé and 
pre-payment, on newspapers, whe not sent directly from the 
office of publication-to fegrilar subseribers. ` 


Resolution read a first time. 


A bill creating the county of Washita, was, oh motion of 
Caruthers, read by its caption, and - . 
Referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of*the committee on engrossed bills 
made the following report: an 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined the’ fol- 
lowing bills, - . 

An act better defining the northern boundary line of Collin 
gounty. ; . 
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An act to create a lien on domestic vessels, for supplies and 
materials furnished them, and for repairs and’ labor’ done there- 
on: 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the county boundaries. 

of the county, of Goliad + 
‘ And report the same correctly engrossed. 


Report adopted. 


ed 
+ 


Mr. Robertson moved to take up the message-from the Sen- 
ate. 

Motion carried. A 

The substitute for the ‘joint resolu.ion instructing the Sen- 
ators and Representatives from the State of Texas, in the Con- 
gress of the United States, to procure the passage of an act to 
establish two Districts, for the District Court of the United 
States, in this State,” 

Was taken up and adopted ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Pease, , 

Read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. - 

A bill to be entitled “An act to amend an act, supplementary 
tó an act, to create and organizé the county of Panola,” -was ta- 
ken up, and the amendinent adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Goode, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A billto be-entitled “An act to regulate Attachments,” was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

The bill was read by its caption a secońd time, and referred 
to the committee on the J udiciary. 

The * Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and request- 
ing our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, 
to procure the passage ofa law'to compel the Judge of the Dis- 
trict Court of the United States, for the District For Texas, to - 
- reside permanently within the District,” was taken up, and the 

substitute adopted; and 


On motion of Mr. Fields, E 
‘Ordered to be engrossed. ea Si 
Mr. ey presented a bill to 7 entitled z ‘An act to 


ë 
ka 
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_. regulate proceedings in cases of forcible entry and detainer, 
„and asked that the same might be read by its caption. 
i The House refused to assent to the bill being read by its 
caption. i 
The bill was then read a first time, in part. | 
Mr. Haynie in the chair: 
Mr. Neal moved a call of the House. 
Motion carried. Se 
Leave ofabsence was granted to Mr. Moseley. 
On motion of Mr. Rayner, ` : 
A further call of the House was suspended. 
The reading ofthe bill was then concluded. 
Mr. Epperson moved to take up the resolution from the Sen. 
ate, to go into the election of District Attorneys. 
Mr. Crump moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 


Motion lost. 
The question ontaking up the resolution to go into the elec 
_ tion of District Attorneys, was called for. . 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the House adjourn until to-mor 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 
Carried. 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, January 12th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. l 


_ The roll was called, . are 


And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Ca 
ruthers, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Epperson 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Irion, Lamar, Mil. 
ler of C., Miller of H., Millican, Moseley, McNeill, Neal,Pease, 
Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Sad- 
ler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Tru 
Webb, Walling, Winkler, White and Wren. 
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A quorum being present, : : 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
My. w illie presented the petition of J. M. Wilkinson, which 
watread,and - . a8 ~, Sa 


‘On motion of Mr. Willié, ` f l : 


Referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. - 

Mr, Winkler presented the petition of Timothy Carpenter, 
which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, : 

Referred to the committee on Public Lands. g 

Mr. Wheeler presented the petition of Wm. W. Holman, 
which was read, and ke 


On metion of Mr. Wheeler, 


Referred to the-committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Tankersley presented the petition of John Steele, which 
was read. : 

Mr. Tankersley moved that it be referred to the committee 
on Finance. 


Motion lost. è i 

Mr. Crump moved that it be referred to the committee on 
Brands. . ? ` 

Motion carried. : 


= 


ened 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, .made the 
following report : f ~. 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “ An 
act to incorporate the _Texian German Friendship Association 
of Galveston,” have considered the same, and a majority of the 
said commiftee perceiving no objections to the said act, have 
directed me to report the same back to the House, without 
amendment, n 


Report received, and the bill laid on the table, to come up with 
he orders of the day. oe et 
-~la = as 


o 


~ 
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Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following report: i tes: ; 


. “Ihe committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “ An 
actamending certain land laws,” have had the same under con- 
sideration, and a majority of the said committee have directed 
me to report the accompanying bill, entitled “An act to exclude 
fraudulent land certificates from being evidence of title to lands, 
and to prohibit the issuing of legal process upon the same,” and 


recommend that it be adopted as a substitute for the original 
bill. l i 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 


\ z $ 
‘ A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


House that the Senate had passed the following bills : 


A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the third section of an 
act providing for the transfer of récords of administration to 
new counties,” approved the 13th of May, 1846. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to prohibit the recovery of mo- 
ney, or any article of yalue lost or won on bets or wagers ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to make Robert Franklin. Mil- 
ler the lawful heir of Solomon Miller ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to regulate the salaries of Dis- 


trict Attorneys,” having originated in the House of Representa- 
tyes. 


= Cael 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 


rade the following report: 


ya 


- The conimittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “A 
bill to be entitled an act to provide for the support of the poor,” 
have had the said bill under consideration, and a majority of the 
said committee believing that, inasmuch as the Couaty Courts 
by: the existing laws are vested with full authority to provide 


os 4 
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for the support of indigent persons, and for the burial of pau- ,: 
pers, no necessity exists for further legislation on the subject at 
the present time: they have therefore directed me to report the — 
.bill back to the House, and recommend that it be laid upon the 
table. — 


Report adopted. 


Mr.. Pease. chairman. ef the committee on the Judiciary. 
made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “ An 
act authorizing persons who have rececived donation certifi- 
cates, under the provisions of an act granting lands to those who 
were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles,” approved 
December the 21st, 1837, to alienate the said certificates, and 
the lands acquired under them, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and they recommend that the said act be amended, 
by striking out all after the word “determine,” in the fourth 
line from the bottom: with these amendments, they see no ob- 
jection to the passage of the act, and they recommend it to the 
favorable consideration of the House. l 


w 


eae 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : : E 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “AÀ 
bill to be entitled an act to change the name ọf Robert Franklin 
Cypert to Robert Franklin Miller,” have had 'the same under 
consideration, {t appears from letter, which accompanies the. 
bill, that the person whose name is proposed to be changed, has 
been called, heretofore, by different names: but that his father’s 
- name was Miller. The committee can perceive no objection to 

his taking that name: they have, therefore, directed. me to re- 
port the bill back to the House, without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. . ` 
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Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
with the orders” of the day. . 7 


Mr. Pease,chairman of the committee on the J udiciary, made 
the following report: 


"The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “A 
bill to be entitled an act to legitimate certain children of Ben- 
jamin Bryant,” have had the “same | under consideration, and, | 
from the information adduced beture the committee they are of 
opinion that the bill should br passed: they, therefore, return 
the bill to the House, without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 


& 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


- 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred “A 
bill to prevent any person from working at his own trade, or 
employing his apprentices, servants or slaves, on the Sabbath 
day, called Sunday.” have, after due considerstion, of the same, 
instructed me to report the bill back to the House, with an ac- 

' companying substitute, ahd recommend the passage of the said 
substitute. ‘Tue committee are aware that the observance of 
the Sabbath must depend, almost exs: dusively, upon the moral ` 
feelings whieh prevails in eyery coinmunity : but that a posi- 
tive enactment on the subject.if not 100 restrictive, would be a 
valuable assistant to reprehension inflicted hy afew, where vio- 
lations of the Sabbath. are frequent, and perpetrated by many. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders ‘of the day. . 
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Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
also made the following report : 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred “A. 
joint resolution requesting the Governor to reside and keep his 
office at the seat of government,” with an amendment thereto, 
inserting “ Attorney General and Secretary of State,” have had 
the same under. consideration, and have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House, with a substitute for the same, 
which is recommended to be passed. The accompanying sub- 
stitute embraces the object of the joint resolution, and of the 
amendment, so far as to include the Secretary of State. The 
present salary granted to the Attorney General is, as your com- 
mittee are forced to believe; totally inadequate to induce any one 
of high legal ability, to relinquish the professional advantage 
which such a person is presumed to possess, and accept the / 
office of Attorney General, hampered by the restriction express- 
ed by the amendment. It seems to be clearly necessary to re- 
quire the Executive and Secretary of State to reside atthe seat 
of Government, because their duties are of such a nature as to 
demand the restriction: but the same cogent reasons should 
not be made applicable to the Attorney General, until the 
law regulating the salary of that officer be repealed, and ` 
his salary increased to such an amount as would be. an in- 
ducement to eminent legal gentlemen ; who, your committee 
feel confident, would not accept the highly important office of 
Attorney General should that officer be required to reside 3at 
the seat of government, with the present salary. Your com- 
mittee are of opinion that the salary of that officer should be in- 
creased ; then it might be proper to extend the requirements of 
the joint resolution to the Attorney General. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
made the following report: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 


264°" - 


“memorial of John Keiser,” have had the same under conside- 
ration, and have instructed me to report a bill for his relief. and 
recommend its passage. 

Report received, anë the bill laid upon the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 


< 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: l 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
“Joint Resolution,” passed by the Senate, “for the relief of 
Adolphus Sterne,” have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the House and 
recommend its passage. . 


Report received, and the joint resolution laid upon the table 
to come up with the orders of the day. j i ; 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
“Joint Resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent to the heirs of William P. Nunn, 
deceased, have had the’ same ‘under consideration, and have 
adopted the accompanying substitute and instructed me to re- 
commend its passage. 

i i T 

Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to -come up’ 

with the orders of the day. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


_ The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
“Joint Resolution,” passed by the Senate, “for the relief of Eli- 
jah D. Holland.” have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the House, and 
to recommend its passage. 
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Report received, and the joint resolution laid upon the table 
to come up with the orders of the day. - 


Mr. Potter, chairman of the committee.on the Penitentiary, 
made the following report: ea 


A majority of the committee on the Penitentiary, to whom 
was referred a “Resolution calling’ upon them tó present a plan 
for the erection of a State Penitentiary, &c.,” have had the same 
under consideration, and-having duly deliberated thereon, have 
instructed me to report:—-That they have carefully examined an 
Act, entitled “an Act, to establish a State Penitentiary,” ape ` 
proved May 11th, 1846; and finding that said Act requires 
many amendments, your committee have deemed it advisable 
to recommend the repeal of said Act; and as a substitute there- 
for, they submit to the consideration of the House the accom- , 
panying bill, and recommend its passage. The bill submitted 
does not enter fully into the minutie of the management and 
police of the Penitentiary, as ‘the committee have deemed it 
advisable to leave.to future legislation the regulation of such 
matters; alter the Penitentiary shall have.been put in operation, 
and its wants ascertained. Your committee, in view of the 
probability ofthe establishment of the Penitentiary system, 
respectfully beg leave to suggest the necessity of a revision of 


the criininal laws of the State, in order that they may be adapt- 
ed to the same. : : 


* 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


Mr. Irion, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report: 

The committee on County Boundaries have considered “an 
Act defining the Southern boundary line of Collin and Denton 
counties, and the Northern boundary'line of Dallas and Hen- 
derson counties,” and recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to ceme up 
with the orders of the day. 
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chairman of the eortinittee on Engrossed Bills, 


Mr. Bryan, | 
made the following report: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing:—“A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act supple- ` 
mentary to an act to create and organize the county of Panola.” 
“An act to locate the county-seat of Navarro county.” “A joint 
resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our Repre- - 
sentatives, in the Congress of the United States, to procure the 
passage of a law, to compel the Judge of the United States 
District Court, for the District of Texas, to reside and remain 
permanently within his District,” and find the same correctly 
engrossed, 


Report adopted. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the coinmittée on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report: 

, a 

Thé committee on Enrolled Bills have examined “an act to 
fix more permanently the seat of justice of the county of Col- 
lin,” and find the same correctly enrolled; and, having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
the President of the Senate, was this day presented to his Ex- 
cellency, the Governor, for his approval. « - 


Report adopted. 


Mr. Runnels introduced “a bill to regulate the mode of dis- 
posing of runaway slaves.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. ‘Tankersley, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “an 
act to suppress Banking.” i 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced “a bill, in relation to a certain 
Company, or Association, claiming to have, and exercise bank- 
ing privileges in this State. l 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. McCown introduced a bill, entitled “an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Montgomery.” l 

Bill read a first time. 
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Mr. Dooley introduced the following. resolution: 


Resolved, That that portion of the message ‘of his Excel- 
lency, Governor Wood, which recommended publishing the 
decisions, of the Supreme Court, bereferred to the ‘committee: 
on the Judiciary, with instructions to report by bill, oy other- 
wise. 


Resolution adopted. 


My. Reagan moved that Mr. Runnels be added to the com- 
mittee on the Apportionment of Representation. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Bryan moved that Mr. Péase be added to the committee. 
on the Apportionment of Representation. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, . f 

The orders of the day were taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, 

Mr..Allen was added to the special committee, to. whom was 
referred the pétition of Thos. F. McKinney. ` 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

Mr. Pease was added to the committee on the Apportion- 
ment of Representation. . 

Mr. McNeill moved to take up the resolution to go into the 
election of District Attornies, &c. * 

Motion carried. ' 7 

Mr. Moseley moved a reconsideration. of the vote first taken, 

Motion lost. 
it Epperson moved to fill the blank with Thursday, the 

th inst. l 

Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved to fill thè blank with the 15th 
of February. 

Motion lost. 

a Tankersley moved to fill the blank with Saturday, the 
th 

Motion carried, and the resolution adopted. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to change the mode of electing 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office,” being the special 
order of the day, was taken up, together with the reports of 
the majority and minority of the committee on the Land 

ee, 


a. 
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Mr. Epperson moved the adoption . of the minority of the 
committee. ‘ 
Motion lost. i 
Mr. McNeill moved the adoption of the report of the majo- 
rity of the committee, recommending the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill: 
Mr. Eddy moved that the House adjourn until 2 o’clock, r. m. 
Motion lost. 3 
Mr. Armstrong moved to adjourn: until to-morrow morning 
10 o’clock. 
Motion lost. 
On motión of Mr. Burroughs, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. j 


3 o'clock, P. m. 


The House met, the roll was called, and a quorum was found 
i present. 

The discussion on the bill to provide for electing the Com.” 
missioner of the General Land Office, was resumed. 

Mr. Allen moved that the bil and report be laid on the 
table and made the special order of the day for Monday next. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Allen moved that the House adjourn. until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 

Motion lost.’ 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Honse adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 


House of Representatives, 


City of Anstin, January 13th, 1848. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: 


sm ea 
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Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Caruthers, | 
Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis, of L., Davis, of R., 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
.Haynie, Irion, Lewis, Lott, Miller, of H., Millican, Moseley; 
Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Run- 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, 
Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, 
Willie and Wren. T e ai 


À quorum being present, 


Thé Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
n -y 

A. message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed the following Bill and Joint 
Resolution ; both of which originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives : r : i 

Joint Resolution for the relief of John S. McNairy. 

A Bill to be entitled, “An Act to establish Public Schools in 
Galveston.” > ; 

The Ciscussion on the Bill prescribing the mode of electing 
the Commissioner of the General and Office; was resumed, 
the same being the special order of the day. 


Mr. Stuart, moved that the House act upon the previous 
question. © 

Mr. Bryan, moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. i 

Mr. Rayner, moved a suspension of the call. 

Motion lost, . ae ee 

Mr. Eddy, moved that the call be suspended. 

Motion lost. ` 

Mr. Rayner, moved that the absent members be sent for. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Winkler, moved a suspension of the call. 
. Motion carried. ` 

My. Trion, moved that a call of the House be made. _ 
. Motion carried. No l 

Mr. Caruthers, moved. that the House ‘act upon the previ- 
ous question. a. Y ; 

Motion lost. 


< mA 
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A: message was received from the Senate, through its Chief 
Secretary, N. C. Raymond, informing the House that the fol- 
lowing Joint Resolution and Bill; both of which originated in 
the House, had been passed. by the Senate: 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Assessors and Collectors of 
‘Taxes. ` i 

A Bill to be entitled, “An Act appropriating five thousand 
dollars, for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legis- 
lature ;” with the following amendment to the Joint Resolution: 

Strike out the caption, and insert, “Joint Resolution appro- 
priating four thousand dollars, for the compensation of the 
Assessor ef direct taxes, for taking the enumeration of the in- 
habitants of the State of Texas, for the year 1847, 
' Mr. Gilliam moved that the House act upon the previous 
question, relative to.the mode of electing the Commissioner of 

the General Land Office. 

' Mer. Burroughs moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion lost. , : 
- Question: Shall the main question'now be taken? 

The House decided in the negative. 
. Mr. Tankersley moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 


Mr. Epperson moved a suspension of the call. 
Mr. Rayner moved that the call be suspended. 
- Motion lost. 


Mr. Burroughs moved a suspension of the cali. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Bourland moved that the report of the majority ef the 
committee on the Land Office be laid upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were called, on the motion of Mr. Bour- 
land, and stood as follows: 


. Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Cunningham, — 
Davisof L., Davis of R.. Epperson, Gillaim, Goode, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Rayner, Reagan, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Taylor, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White and Wren-—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Ed- 
wards, Fields, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Miller of ` 
C., Millican, McCown, McNeill; Pease, Potter, Rains, Ren- 
fro, Robertson, Rodgers, Railey, Sadler, Stuart, Tankersley, 
Truitt and Willie—32. ° 

Motion lost. 
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Question: Shall the report of the majority of the committee 
on the-Land Office be adopted! l 

” Mr, Allen moved that a call of the House be made. 

_ Motion carried. 

Mr. Irion moved a suspension of the call. 

Motion carried, 

The yeas and nays were then called on the adoption of the 
report, and stood as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher, ` 
Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Irion, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., 
Millican, McNeal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Robertson, Rogers, 
Runnels, Sadler, Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler, and Willie—35. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Caruthers, 
Crump, Cunningham, Davis of L., Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, 
Miller of H., Moseley, McCown, N eal, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, 
Reagan, Railey, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, Webb, Wink- 
ler, White and Wren—21, 

Report adopted. l 
"7 Mr. Burroughs moved that the House fix the day for the 
election of Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Motion carried. 

The following members gave notice to the House, that they 
would enter their protest against the action of the House, on 
the report of a majority of the committee on the Land Office:. 

Messrs. Cunningham, Bourland, Stout, McCown, Reagan, 
Moseley, Webb and Goode. 

Mr. Taylor moved that. the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 

m. 

“Motion lost. 

The resolution providing for the two Houses to abet in the 
Representative Hall, on the day of J annary inst,, 
for the purpose of electing a Commissioner of the General 
Land Office; 

‘Was taken up, and read. 

Mr. Sadler moved that the blank be filled with Saturday, 
the 15th inst. 

Motion carried. 

Question: Shall the Resolution, as anada be adopted? 

P oe yeas and nays were called on the question, ‘and stood as 
ollows: 
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Yeas—Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Cramp, 
Crutcher, Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Irion, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., 
Miller of H., Millican, McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Rogers, Sadler, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, T'ankersley, 
Truit, Webb, Walling, Wheeler Willie and Wren—40. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Caruthers, Cunningham, 
Davis of L., Epperson, Goode, Tamar Moseley, McCown, 
Neal, Perry, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, 
Shaw, Taylor, Winkler and White——21. 

Resolution adopted. 

M. Sadler moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 

We. a 
p On motion of Mr. Goode, 
The House adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


_ House of Representatives, 
Austin, Jan. 14, 1848, 


‘The House met- pursuant to adjournment, 


The roll was called, 
- And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, E Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Caruthers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis 
of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lamar, Lewis, Lott, Miller of 
Colorado, Miller of Houston, Millican, Moseley, Neal, Pease, 
Perry, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, ‘Sadler, 

` Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stewart, Taħkersley, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren. 


A quorum present. ` , 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Eddy moved to take up. fhe orders of the day. 
Carried, 
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A joint resolution for the relief. of Jno. S. McNairy, (with 
amendments made by the Senate.) 

Were read; and 

‘The amendments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of assessors arid 
collectors of taxes, with amendments made by the Senate. 

Were read; and 

Amendments concurred in. 

‘Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills, 
made the following reporti” i 


t 
$ 


The committee on enrolled bills, -have examined an act 
granting ferry privileges to Nancy Hutchinson; also, 

- An act for the relief of Martin ‘Walkéi t, and find the same 
correctly enrolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and ` President of the Senate, 
_ was this day oes to his rene the Goyernor, for his 
approval. š 


Read and adopted. 

A. resolution authorizing the committee on public lands to 
send for persons and papers in, the. investigation of certain col- 
ony contracts. 

Read and adopted. 

A joint resolution requesting our Senators and Representa- 
tives to procure the passage of. a law establishing two dis- 
trscts, for the United States District Court in Texas. 

Read a third time and passed. 


tee. 7 
AR as 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the.committee.on engrossed bills, by 
leave, reported that they had examined a‘joint resolution in- 
structing our Senators. ahd requesting.our Representatives in 
the Congress of the United States, to procure, additional mail 
service; “and find the same eurrecey engrossed, 

Read and adopted. : 

“A bill to be entitled an Act requiring the County Commis- 
Sloners-to regulate roads, &c. 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


‘Read by caption a second time, and referred to the commit- 
tee on.roads and public highways. i 
* 18 > 


-™ 
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A. bill to be entitled an act establishing a line of military 
posts, &e. í 

Read a second time; and . ane 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, : 

Referred to the committee on State affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the counties of Starz, 
‘Webb and Taylor. - 

Was taken up; and 

On motion of Mr. Lamar, 

Laid on the table for the present. 

A joint resolution for the relies of Ford and Cronican. 

Read a first time.. 

A bill to be entitled an act giving E aoue s in execution, 
the benefit of deeds of trust. - . 

Read a second time, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Moseley; 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to dmend an act defining the 

duties of Attorney General. 
- Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

~ Referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to admit certain evidence in pro- 
ceedings against debtors of the late Republic of Texas. 

Reaca second time. 

Mr. Winkler moved fo amend the caption by striking. out the 
words “Senate and House of Representatives,” and insert 
“Legislature.” r 

Carried; sand 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, . 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act te define the boundaries of 
Comal county. 

Read a second.time, and ` 

On motion of Mr. Dooley, 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries 

À bill to be entitled an act to changé the time of holding 
the district courts in the third judicial district. 


+ 


By leave, Mr. Moseley introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the judiciary committee be, and they are 
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whereby requested to act jointly with the committee raised on 
the part of the Senate, to enquire what changes are required, 
.in the present. judicial district, and what new districts, if any 
required, and _.report to this House, -by-bill.or otherwise. 

, Read and.adopted. 

By leave, Mr. Haynie introduced the following steselution : 


Resolved, That the Post Master at Austin be required to ad- 
wise the Post Masters on the route from Houston to Austin, te 
deliver the mail to the.contzactors.ev ey otier day. 


Read and adopted. i om 


The bill, changing :the time of holding the Courts ‘in the3d 
Judicial District, was read a second time, and pek 
On,motion of Mr. Willie, T 
Referred to the Judiciary committee. 
A billto be entitled an act regulating proceedings in cases-of 
forciblo entry and detainer. 
On motion of Mr. Davis, of Robertson, 
Read a second time by its caption, and 
On motion of Mr. Stuart, 
Referred to the Judiciary committee. 
-A bill to be-entitdled an act to legitimate certain children. 
Read a first time. 
. _ Abil to -be:entitled an act itọ define the boundaries af Go- 
„siad county. 
Mr. Lott moved to lay the bill-on the table. 
„Lost. 
Bill read a third time and passed. 
‘A bill to be entitled an act better defining the northern boun- 
«dary line of Collin county. : 
Read a third time. - 
Ms. Bourland moved to strike out -of the capfion, the word 
, “better.” 
Carried and bill. passed. l 
A billio be entitled an act to create a lien*on domestic ves- 
‘sels for materials.and supplies furnished them, and work done 
thereon. a: 
-Read a third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief.of Robt. H, ‘Beale. 
Read a second time, and | 


” 
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On motion of Mr. ‘Armstrong, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee: 

A dill to be entitled and’ act to provide for the eléction of 
Governor, Lietitenant’Govatnor and. members ‘to ‘the Legisla- 
ture. 

Read a secorid tiine. 

Mr. Stuart moved to insert the words “two Representatives 
in the Congress of the United States.” 

Carfied. 

Mr. Davis, of R., moved to strike out the-word “September,” , 
and insert the word “August.” 

Mr. Goode moved to refer to the coitimittee ‘on Privileges 
and, Elections. 

- Mr, Winkler moved! ‘a call of the House. 

Carried. 

Messrs. McCown, Rains and Rodgers ‘were excised from 
the eall.. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to suspend the call of the House. 

- Carried. 

Question on reference to the committée on Privileges and 
Elections. 

Carried. 

A bill to create the coutity of Perdenalis. 

Onmotion of Mr Allen, réad by caption a second time, and 
referred to the committee on County Bouridaries. “ 
- A bill authorizing the County Court of Fort Bend ‘cdunty to 
levy an additional tax, 

Mr. Lott moved that the bill be read a ‘caption, ‘and refer- 
red to the committee on Finance. 

Lost, 

ad a sécoiid time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Referred to the committée on the Judiciaty.. 

A bill tobe entitléd an act to amend ‘the fith section ofan 
act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land -certifi- 
cates, andto, provide for issuing patents to legal claimants. 

Read'a Secdond time, and, g 

On inotion of Mr. Stout, 

Referred to the committeeon Public Lands. . 


ae A 


> 


awe 


Refer red to the committee on the J en He eee a 


A bill to repeal in part the 4th section of “an aet to raise a 
revenue by direct taxation, approved 28th April, 1846." 

Read a second time, and - . 

On motión of Mr. Taylor, ‘ . 

Referred. to. the committee gn Finance. ~ 

Anact to authorize’ the city of Galveston to appoîat Fire- 
men, andto exempt the same from militia and jury duty. 

Read.a second time, and, . 


On motion of Mr- Stuart, 


Het tor, 


Mr. Eddy moved a suspension of the call. 

Carried. ‘ . 

Mr. Crutcher moved the House excuse Mr. Webb from the 
call ofthe House, for absence on account of ill health. - 

‘Exenéed. O © On eee 

Mr. Lott moved the previous question. 

Carried. ~~ 70 ` 

*Question’on adoption of the resolution: 

Yeas and nays being called for, stood, ` 


4 


Yeas—Messrs,!Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Caruthers, Davis. of R., Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Goode, Har- 
deman, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Moseley, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, 
Reagan, Runnels, Shannon, Sterne, Tankersley, ‘Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Winkler and Wheeler —28." © = 7o 07 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Crump, ‘Crutcher, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of L., Dooley, [Gilliam, Haynie, Miller of ©., 
Miller of H:, Millican, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Robertson, 
Sadler, Shaw,Stout, Suiart, Taylor, White, Willie-and ‘Wren 


™ 


Resolution adopted. ee . 


Mr. Runnels moved a reconsideration of the vote adopting 
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the report of the majority of the committee on the Land. Of-- 
fice. š i 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay the motion on the table.. ` 

Mr. Stout moved a call of the House. 

Mr. Fields moved that the House adjourn till: 2 o'clock, 

-m . 

z Lost. 

Mr. Willie moved that the House‘stand adjourned. til 10- 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. l 

Lost. 

Ön motion of Mr. McNeill, æ eall of the House was made. 

Quorum present. i 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, the call of the House was sus-- 
pended. 

Mr. Robertson moved: tliat the House stand adjourned tilt. 
to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 

Lost. ° 

Mr. Willie moved to amend. by inserting: after “table,” “till. 
the 4th of July next.” 

Adopted by the following vote: 


Yeas—Mesers. Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher, Davis: 
of Rọ, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Haynie, Keenan, Pew- 
` is, Lott, Miller of C., MiHican. McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rób- 
ertson, Runsels, Sadler, Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt. 
“Wheeler and Willie—2Z6. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Ca- 
rothers, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of L., Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Miller of H., Moseley, Neal, Perry, Raynor, Rea- 
gan, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, Walling, Winkler, White 
and Wren—25. 

Question on the motion asamended : 

Yeas and Nays being. colled for, stood, 

“Yeas—Aessrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher, Davis 
of R., Dooley, Edwards, Fields, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, 
Miller of ©., Millican, McNeill, Pease, Potter, Raynor, Rob- 
ertson, Runnels, Sadler, Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt, 
Wheeler and Willie—27._ . i i 

Nays—Messrs.. Bourland, Burroughs, Caruthers, Crump, 
Cunningham, Davis of L., Eddy, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, 
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Miller of H., Moseley, Neal, Perry, Reagan, Shannon, Shaw, 
Stout, Taylor, Walling, Winkler, White and Wren—23. : 

Motion to reconsider laid on the table till the 4th of July 
next. ` l 

Mr. Speaker was excused by the House from voting. . 

Mr. Allen also asked to be excused "from voting. . 

An act requiring all officers ofthis State to continue to per- 
form the duties of their offices until their successors are elected 
and qualified according to law. 

Read a second time. l * 

Mr. McNeill moved that the House adjourn till to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’elock. , 

Lost. 

Mr. Bogart asked leave to: make a report. 

Refused. 

Mr. Lott moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Carried, and bill ordered tobe engrossed. 

Mr. Miller of H., moved the House adjourn till 3 o’clock, 
p m. 

Lost, - i Se 

A bill to compel owners and renters of cotton gins to keep 
them enclosed, to prevent stock from having access to the cot- 
ton seed thereof, bý the eating of which it may die. 

F Keenan moved to refer to the committee on the Judiciary. 

ost. ; $ 

Mr. Eddy moved the indefinite postponement. 
i Mr. Gilliam moved to refer to the committee on State Af- 
airs. 

Carried. 

A bill fixing the county seat of De Witt county. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr, Allen, è 

Referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Sadler in the chair. 
. _ An act to prescribe the mode of electing the Commissioner of 

the General Land Office, taken up and read. 

Mr. McNeill moved its rejection. , 

Mr. Winkler moved the House adjourn until-to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 

Lost. 
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Mr. Crutcher moved the previous question. ee: 

Mr. Henderson moved the indefinite postponement of the 

Mr. Keenan moved that leave be given Mr. Lott to withdraw 
and alter the caption of the-bilk = 

Question on the idefinite postponement. 


The yeas and nays being called for stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Burroughs, Bourland, 
Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Davis of L., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, 
Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman,Haynie, Lewis, Miller of 
C., Miller of H., Millican, Moseley, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Per- 
ry, Rains, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Sharinon, Shaw, Stuart, 
Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie—37, 

Nays—Messrs. Cruicher, Cunningham, Davis of R., Fields, 
Keenan, Lott, Potter, Sadler, Sterne, Stout, Walling, White and 
Wren—13. 


Bill indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Lott gave notice that he would enter his protest against 
the action of the House on the bill. ee 2 

Mr. Miller of H., moved that the House stand adjourned until 


to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 
Carried. 


\ 


è - House ‘of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Jan 15th, 1848. 


The House ‘met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called,. 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Buroughs, 
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Caruthé#s; Crtinp, Critcher, Cunningharh, Davis of R., Davis 
of L, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields; Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynié, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of €., 
Miller of H., Moséley, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease; Rains, 
Reagan, Renfro, Rayner, Robertson, Rodgers, Runnels, Sadler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Whéélér, White-and Willie. f i ` 


A quorum present. l 
The Journal of preceding day was read and adopted. 


The chair announced the resignation of the Hon. Jno. D. 
Anderson on the Speaker’s table, which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Ordered to be spread on the Journals.of the House. 


Seguin, January 10th, £848. . 


To the Honorable ao 4 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :. 


. Permit me to tender te you, and through you to the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas, my resignation as one of its mem- 
bers.. Owing to my ill Wealth, 1 find it impossible to bestow 
that labor and attention which the duties of my.station require; 
. and impressed with the belief that it is due my constituents to° 

resign the office [hold, have accordingly tendered it. 
With much esteem, : 
_ I amyeur eb’dt ser¥’t. 

(Signed) - JNO. D. ANDERSON. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill to be entitled an act to 
repeal an act entitled an act to regulate the license and -prac- 
tice of Atterneys and Counsellors at Law, approved 12th.May, 
1846, and had accepted the invitation of the House to go into 
the election of a Commissioner of the General Land Office to- 
day, and had fixed the hour at 12 o’clock for ghat purpose. 
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Mr. Fields presented the petition of Sarah Ann Kelton. 
Read, and l 
Referred to the Judidiary committee.. 

Mr. McNeill presented two petitions from the citizens of 

Grimes county, which, 3 


On motion, . # 
.Wasreferred to the eommittee on County Boundaries, with- 
out reading. i l 


Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Jefferson county, for the formation of the county of Delta. 

Read, and . 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, - 

Referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Keenan presented the petition of numerous citizens of 
Grimes county, which, l 

On motion of Mr.. Keenan, 

Was referred to the committee on County Boundaries, with- 


» 


out reading. , j , 

Mr. Winkler presenteď a petition and remonstrance from the 
eitizens of Leon Ta which, 3 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, 


Was referred to the committee on County Boundaries, with- 
out reading. ef 


Se aml eo 


-Mr. Stuart, chaignan of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 


The committee on Finance, to which was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act providing for the sale of the pro- 
perty belonging to the State of ‘Texas, formerly owned 
by the late government for custom purposes, have had the same 
under consideration, and instruct me to report it back to the 
House, and recommend its passage. 


Read and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. ` 


mene eet 


Mr. Stuart, from the Finance committee; reported thaf :— 


a Aah Meat shi att Sas waiter sa ces Ns OOS oT ead 


} 
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«The committee on Finance, to which was referred the bill to 
beentitled anact to exempt from. taxation: property designed. 
and used for purposes of religious worship, and of education, 
with instructions so, to amend the same as to fix a.minimum. 
limit not to: exceed. ten acres in the amount of land thus exempt 
from taxation, in one body, have instructed me to report the 
bill back to the House, with amendments.” 


- Read; and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day- -> E 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, re- 
ported.that—“ The committee on State affairs„to whom was re- 
ferred a joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
Acounts to provide a residence in the city of “Austin, for the 
Executive of the State, have instructed. me to report the same 
back to the House without amendment, -and to recommend its 
passage.” ° 


Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day» , 


* 


. 
— 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on @tate Affairs, re- 
ported, that— The committee on State Affairs, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the time of the 
biennial meeting. of the Legislature of the State of Texas,” have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, and re- 
commend that-it.be laid on the table, inasmuch as a bill of ex- 
actly the same purport had ,becn previously before the: ‘ 
committee, and a favorable report made thereon, and received! - 
by the House. ; ; 


Read, and 
On motion of Mr. Willie; 
Laid on the table. 


ee 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the committee om Federat relations 


3 
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reported that—“ The committee on Federal Relations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution for the. relief of the citizens of 
‘Texas, who had their property destroyed and taken off by the 
Mexican Government during the revolution, have had the.same, 
under consideration, and beg leave to -report it back to the 
House, and recommend its passage, with. the accompanying 
amendment: in the seventeenth line, afterthe word “draft,” 
insert “if they think it expedient.” 


Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 


—m 


Mr. Reagan, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
reported, that the cammittee‘on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the petition of Reuben A. Carter, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and report that they are satisfied from the 
representations made-in the petition, which are well established 
by official evidence, that both the petitione and his afflicted 
daughter mentioned in the petition, are such persons as 
should be provided for by law. : s 

But your committee doubt.the propriety of making original 
grants for land by the State subsequent to the adoption of 
joint resolution annexing Texas to the Government of the Uni- 
ted States,as by these resolutions the Public Lands are bound 
for the, payment # our public debt. Your committee are-also 
opposed to granting private relief, other than by general enact- 
ment, except in order to perfect existing rights to cure defect 
in rights where there is no remedy at law. Your committee 
have further instructed me to recommend ‘hat the committee 
on the Judiciary be requested to enqure-into the propriety of 
passing a general law for the support of paupers. 


Read and adopted. . 


> 


Mr. Reagan also reported that— The committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Collin Forbes, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
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to report the samié back to the House, and ask to be discharg- 
ed from its further consideration. 


` Read and adopted. 


Mr. Reagan reported that “the committee on public lands 
to whom‘was referred the petition of Thos. G. Masterson, 
have had under consideration and have instructed me to re- 
port the same baok to the House and ask: to be discharged 
from its further consideration for want of evidence of the 
numbers and identity of the scrip mentioned in the petition. 


Read and adopted. : 


Mr. Miller of H.,introduced a bill to, be entitled- an ‘act to 
amend the third séction of an act entitled an act to -provide 
for the disposition ‘of funds received from the United States, 
approved 3d January, 1848. 

Read-a first time. 

Also, a bill to be entitled . an act to regulate mills and. mil- 
lers. 

Réad-a first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced abill to he-ebtitled an aet for the 
relief: ofthe heirs of Isaac Van Zandt, deceased, 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Stout introduced a “bill to be entitledan act to “provide 
for the issuance of patents and land certificates that have been 
conditionally recommended. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the: city of La Vaea. 

Read a first time. 


w 


amre 


* 


‘A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House thatthe Senate had adopted a resohition to go into the 
election of a Public Printer on the 21st instant. 

Also, a resolution instructing the committee ‘on contitigent 
expenses of the two Houses td receive sealed proposals for the 
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printing ef the Laws and Journals of the present session of the 
Legislature, in all of which they respectfully'ask the .concnr- 
wence of the House. 


+ 
creed 


Mr. Willie introduced the following resolution: 


“Resolved, That the House concur in the time as fixed ‘by 
‘the Senate to go into the election -of a Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, and that the Clerk iniorm the Senate of 
the passage of this resolution.” i i 

Read, and : > ” 

- On motien of Mr. McNeill, laid on the table ‘by the follow- 
ing vote. - 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen/Bourland,‘Caruthers, Crump, 
‘Cunningham, Davis of L., Eddy, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lamar, Moseley, McCown, Me- 
Neill, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson; Rog- 
vers, Railey, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Taylor, Winkler, White and Wren—d6, 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Da- 
vis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Fields, Irion, Lewis, Lott, Ly- 

‘.ons, Miller of C., Miller.of H., Pease, Potter, Rains, Stuart, 
_ Tankersley, Truitt, Walling, Wheeler and Willie—23. ' 


By leave, Mr. Bourlapdintroduced ‘the following wesolu- 
‘tion. > 


“Resolved, That the committee on tke Dand ‘Office be in- 
-structeä-to inquire into the-¢manner in which the monies appro- 
priated for blanks, patents, stationery and‘books, postage and 
-other-appropriations at the disposition and disbursement of the 
“General Land Office. The vouchers for such disbursement: 
also, the returns made by said Office of Government dues and 
patent fees by‘him received. Also, to inquire whether or not 
said Commissioner of the General Land Office has committed 
‘any malfeasance in office, and that the committee be authoriz~ 
ved to call for persens.and papers. 


‘Read and-adopted. oOo ob 
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A message was received from.the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a biji authorizing the coun- 
ty court of Red River county to have certain books recorded 
with amendments. 

Also, had passed a substitute for the bill supplementary to - 
an act to organize the county of Upshur. 

And refused to adopt the substitute to a joint resolution in- 
structing our Senators and Representatives in Congress to pro- 
cure the passage of a law establishing two Districts for the U. 

States Court. d 

And had passed a/bill to be entitled an act to incorporate, 

the town of Bonham. 


? 


Mr. Burroughs, Chairman `of the committee on, enrolled 
‘bills reported that they have examined an act making appro- 
priation of five hundred dollars for the contingent expenses of 
both Houses of the Legislature, and find the same correctly 
enrolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day — 
presented to his Excellency the Governor for his approval. 


Read and adopted. 


LA 


Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled an act to author- 
aze Sarah Ann Kelton wife of O. P. Kelton, a lanatic tomake 
walid conveyance of real estate and negroes. 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, ; 


2 nn House adjourned until Monday, morning half past 9 g`- 
cloc 
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House of Representatives, 
Austin, Jan. 17, 1848, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Fhe roll was called, 
And the following. members answered to their names :. 


.Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland,. Bry- 
an, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Da- 
vis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Haynie, Lamar, Lewis. Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Mil- 
ler of H. Moseley, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Pot-° 
ter, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Rogers, Railey, Run- 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw; Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankers- 
ley, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie 

x By, 


and ‘Wren. 
A quorum ‘present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Willie presented the excuse of Mr. Irion on accountof 
sickness. 

Excused. 

Mr. Henderson asked leaye of absence for Mr. Hardeman 
on account ofthe sickness of his family. 

Granted. 

Mr. Raynor asked that, Mr. Millican be excused on account 
of sickness. 
` Excused. 


Mr. Willie in the chair. 


Mr. Robertson asked that Mr. Keenan be excused on ac- 
count of his attendance on Mr. Millican. 

Excused. ; 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of Humphrey Bates. 

Read, and | j 
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On motion of Mr. Henderson, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands.. aN ' 


paaa 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report. 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred “an 
act to repeal a certain clause or proviso in the first section of 
an act passed by the Congress of the late Republic of Texas, 
granting land to late emigrants,” haye had the same under 
consideration. This act proposed to repeal the proviso contain- 
ed in“anact granting lands to late emigrants, approved Jan- 
uary 4th, 1839,” which proviso deélared that no sale of a 
claim to land under that act should be valid until an uncon- 
ditional deed was obtained by the grantee; the act also pro- 
oses to legalize sales of such claims which have heretofore 
been made. - The committee are of opinion that it weuld be 
inexpedient to repeal the proviso, aud that any attempt by 
this Legislature to legalize such sales would be unconstito-: 
tional and inoperative. They have therefore directed me to 
report the act tothe House and recommend that it be laid on 
the table. ° 

Adopted. i 


— 


: 
Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary like- 
wise reported as follows: a 
The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred “a 
bill to be entitled an act requiring certain land titles to be re- 
cored,” have considered the same, and a majority of said com- 
mittee have directed me to reportthe accompanying bill to 
be entitled an act requiring certain land titles issued under 
the authority of the governmentof Spain, Mexico and Coahui- © 
la and Texas, to be recorded, which they recommend . should 
- be adopted by the House as a substitute for the original bill. 
Report and substitute received to come up among the orders - 
of the day. f 


19 yet 
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Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of sundry citizens 
praying for a new county. 
Read and referred to the committee on county boundaries. 


ee 


_ Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report. 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred “a 
bill to be entitled an act defining the manner of transfering 
judgments for money “have considered the same, and a ma- 
jority of said committee not perceiving any advantage that 
would result from the passage of such a bill have directed me 
to report the same to the House and recommend that it be laid 
on the table. 


Adopted. 


“Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
reported as follows: ? 


The committee on engrossed bills, haye exarnined the follow- 
ing bills: 

“An actrequiring all officers of this State to continue to per- 
form the duties of their offices, until their successors are elect- 
ed and qualified according to law” : 

“An act to authorize the city of Galveston to appoint Fire- 
men, and to exempt the same from militia and jury duty, and 
find the same correctly engrossed.” 


Adopted. | | 


ae 


Mr. Neal introduced a resolution requiring the Gommission- 
er of the General Land Office to report to this body at the ear- ` 
liest day practicable: 


. ist. The number of patents issued by him as Commissioner 
of said Land Office, for each year, distinguishing in his report 
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the different classes of claims’on which said patents have is- 
sued, the quantity of each patent, the quantity of pasture and 
the quantity of arable lands where the same have been classi-, 
fied; also, distinguishing the counties in which said lands were 
situated at the time of issuing the patents. 
9d. The amount received each year for patents, the amount 
of government dues received for lands patented by virtue of 
headright certificates, under the constitution and laws of the 
Republic and State of Texas; and also, the amount of Govern- 
ment dues received on account of lands granted by the gov- 
ernment of the State of Coahuila and Texas, or by any.prior 
` government distinguishing in the latter case, when, and by 
whom said dues were paid; the extent of the claims on which 
the same were paid, where situated, when, and by what gov- 
‘ernment they purport to have been granted. 
3d. A detailed statement of the amount of fees received 
each year in said office; particularizing the items for which 
such fees were received; from whom, and to what purpose ap- 
propriated. 
4th. The annual amount received for the contingent ex- 
penses of the Land Office, and a detailed statement of the 
manner in which the same has been appropriated; also, the 


quantity of land surveyedin each year, by virtue-of land scrip, 
and the amount paid therefor. 


Adopted. 


— 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the seléct committee, made the 
following report: + 


The select committee, to whom was referred a Dill en- 
titled “an act creating certain penalties,” have had the same 
under consideration and have requested me to report the ac- 
companying bill, to wit: an act concerning the forfeiture ot. 


certain neat cattle, as a substitute for the same, and respect- 
fully recommend its passage. 


‘Report read. 


Substitute to come up among the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Reagan introduced a resolution that the Commissioner 
be, and he is hereby requested to report to the House of Rep- 
resentatives the number and size of all Spanish grants, field 
notes and patents, or other evidence of right, if any, to lands¢ 
and also, all books or papers purporting to be archives that 
have been filed in the General Land Office, since the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the government of the United States, and that. 
he be requested to specify as nearly as his means of informa- 
tion will allow, what portion of said grants, field notes, pa- 
tents, evidences of right, or books and papers purporting to 
be archives, have been brought from the government of Mex- 
ico, and what portion have been transmitted from within Tex- 
as, aud by whom any of the above named documents may 
have been filed; specifying the date of the filing of each. That 
said Commissioner General be requested to report at the ear- 
liest practicable period. - . 

Adopted. 


Ld 


arees 


Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to establish the seat of justice 


of Denton county. , 
Read a first fime. : 
Mr. Armstrong presented a joint resolution, requesting the 


Senators and Representatives in Congress, irom this State, to 

procure the passage of a law appropriating a sufficient sum 

of money to be expended in clearing out the Sabine river. 
Read a first time. 


Mr. Edwards moved to take up the orders of the day. 
Carried, 


An act to reduce to its constitutional size, define the bound- 
aries, and permanently to locate the county seat of Henderson 
county. ey 2 

Read asecond time by caption; and 

On motion of Mr. Raynor, i 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

A bill to authorize a special tax to be levied upon the citi- 
zens of Harris county. 

Read a second time; and 
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On motion of Mr. Henderson, x 

Referred to the committee on finance. 

An act to provide for fixing the seat of Justice for the cous-. 
ty of Newton. r 

Read a first time, 

A. bill reported back to the House by the Judiciary commit- 
tee, to repeal certain acts therein named, with amendments 
by said committee. , 


- Report adopted. 


Mr. Miller of Houston, moved the engrossment. 

An act to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the 
‘Legislature of the State of .Texas, with a substitute, reported 
by the judiciary committee. 

Mr. Pease moved to strike out the second Monday in No- 
vember, and insert the first Monday i in December. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

tas substitute and amendment ordered to lie on the 
table 

A bill to provide for the establishment of free public schools 
in the different counties of this State, with amendments, re- 
ported by the majority of the committee on edu€ation. 

Amendments read and adopted. ` 

Mr. Haynie moved that sixty-six copies of the bill and the 
amendments of the majority of the committee be printed. 

Mr. Henderson offered to amend by inserting “one hundred” 
for “stxty-six.” 

bas Bogart moved toe insert “one hundred and thirty-two.” 

ost. 

oo on Mr. Henderson’s amendment was taken and ` 
carrie 

` Mr. Pease moved to lay on the table till the bill is printed. 


Carried. 


‘Mr. Cunningham moved that the report of the committee on 
sounty boundaries, be taken up, on the bill to create the coun- 
les of Starr, Webb and Taylor. 


Carried. 
A bill to authorize and require the Governor of the State of 


= 
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Texas to cause the sgeun and certain laws of the State 
io be translated into the German and Spanish languages, with 
substitutes reported by the conimittee on State affairs. 
Mr. Runnels moved that bill and substitute lie on ihe table.. 


Carried. . 

A resolution that the sum of six hundred and fifty dollars be 
appropriated out of auy unappropriated funds in the Treasury 
for the use and benefit of William H. Elliot, of Shelby county, 
23 compensation for his expenses for marching a company of 
mounted volunteers under the call of the Governor of ‘Texas, 
to the place of rendezvous at Austin. 

Mr. Caruthersmoved to lay on the table. 

Mr. Robertson moved to insert after table, “till 4th of 
J aly.” 

u Runnels moved to refer to the committee on brands. 

ost. 

Mr. Goode moved to Peig to the committee.on claims and 

accounts. 


Carried, 


A bill fixing the time at mien the regular session of the 
Legislatnre of this State shall commence. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

Ordered to lie on the be. 

a substitute to the bill to create the county of Starr. 

ead, 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out Starr, and insert Scott. 

Mr. Canningham moved to amend the amendment by insert- 
ing Sam Walker. 

Mr. Lott moved the previous question. 


Carried. 


Question on engrossment. 
Carried, and_bill ordered to be engrossed. 
Subtitute for the billto create the. county of Webb, 
- Was taken up and read. 
Mr. Cunningham moved its engrossment. 
Mr. Fields moved to strike out Webb, and insert Wort. 
Lost. 


Question on engrossment. 
Was taken and “carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 
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Subtitute for a bill to create the county of Taylor, 
Was taken up and read. 
Mt. Cunningham moved its engrossment. 
Mr. Henderson moved to strike out Taylor and insert Came- 


ron. 
Mr. Miller of H, moved to strike out and insert Cooke. 


Question on the motion of Mr. Henderson? 
k 

Taken and carriéd. 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Substitute for the bill better defining the boundaries of Nu- 
eces cyunty; 

Taken up and read; and 

Ou motion of Mr. Cunningham, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill amending certain land laws—substitute. 

Read and adopted, and 

On motion of Mr, Armstrong, 

Ordered to be engrossed. i - 

An act to incorporate the German Texian ‘Friendship ene 
ciation of Galveston. 

Read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 


Ordered fo be engrossed. 

A bill to regulate the salaries of District Attorneys, with 
amendments from the Senate. 

Amendments adopted. 


— 


Mr. Allen made a report from the committee on County 
Boundaries, as follows : 

The committee on County and County Boundaries, to which 
was referred a bill fo create the county of Hays; Also, a bill 
to create the county of Plum Creek, have instructed me to re- 
port the same back to the House, “with PUPE MELES andto re- 
commend their passage. 


Report read, 
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Substituie to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Eddy, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal an act to pro- 
vide for the issuing of patents to the assignees of good and 

genuine unconditional headright land certificates. 

Read a first time. 

A bill (originating in the Senate,} to make Robert Franklin 
Miller the lawful heir of Solomon Miller. 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the recovery of money 
or any article of value lost or won on bets or wagers, origina- 
ting in the Senate. 

Read a first time. i 

A bill from the Senate to amend the third section of an act 
providing for the transfer of records of administration to new 
counties, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846. 

Read a first time. 

Anact authorizing persons who have received donation certifi- 
cates under the provisions of añ act granting land to those who 
were in the battles, approved Dec. 20th; 1837, to alienate said 
certificatés and the lands acquired under them, with amend- 
ments from the Judicary committee, which were lost by the 
following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Caruthers’ 
Cunningham, Davisof L., Davis of Rọ, Dooley. Eddy, Epperson? 
Fields, Goode, Haynie, Miller of C., Moseley, McNeill, Pease: 
Perry, Potter, Robertson, Saddler, Tankersley, Winkler and 
Willie—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Crump, 
Crutcher, Edwards, Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., McCown, Rains,’ 
Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Rodgers, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne. Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Wheeler, White 
and Wren—27, a ae : 


Question on the final passage— 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Caruthers, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of L., Davis of R.. Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, 
Fields, Goode, Haynie, Miller of C., Miller of H., Moseley,Mc- 
Neill, Neal, Pease, Perry,Potter, Rayner, Saddler, Shaw, Tank- 
ersley, Truitt, Winkler and Wren—28. 


& 


afilia Mei wart 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, ‘Bryan, 
Crump, Crateher, Edwards, Lamar, Lott, Lyons, McCown, 
Rains, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson,.Rodgers, Runnels, Shan- 
non, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Walling, Wheeler, White . 
and Willie—26. j 


Passed. 


A bill from the Senate, to change the name of Robert Frank- 
lin to Robert Franklin Miller. 


Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Edwards, 
Passed to a third reading. 


aomena 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report; 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a joint re- 
solution for the relief of John S. McNeary; Also, .- 

An act to establish Public Schools in the county of Galves- 
fon: - 

Also a- joint resolution appropriating four thousand dollars 
for the compensation of Assessors of Direct Taxes, for taking 
the enumeration óf the inhabitants of the State for the year 1847, 
find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the 
Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, 

for his approval. 


+ 


Mr. Robertson moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, p. m. 
Mr. Dooley moved to amend by inserting 10 o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 


Carried. 
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House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, January 18th, 1848. ~ 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Caruthers,Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis 
of Ri, Miller of C., Moseley, McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Robertson, Rodgers, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, 
White, Willie and Wren. - 


A quorum present. 


x 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Robretson presented the .petition of sundry citizens of 
the town of Independence and Washington county, relative to 
the Baylor University. 

Read, and 

- On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

Referred to the committee on Edeuation. 

Mr. Allen presented the petition ofsundry citizens of Lavaca, 
which, . , 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Was referred to the committee on County Boundaries, with- 
out reading. 

Mr. Perry presented a petition from sundry citizens of La- 
vaca county, which was referred, 

On motion of Mr. Perry, 

To the committee on County Boundaries, without reading. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, l 

Mr. Stout was added to the Finance committee. 


On motion of Mr. Runnels, - 
Mr Bogart was added to the Judiciary committee. _ l 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
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House that the Senate had passed a bill to be entitled an act, to 
amend the third section of an act, entitled an act, concerning 
slaves, approved February oth, 1840. 

Mr. Davis, of R., presented a petition from sundry citizens 
of Limestone county, praying the removal of the Land Office 
of Robertson District, from the town of Franklin, to the town of 
Springfield. 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr, Davis of R., 

Referred to the committee on the Land Office. ` 


+ 


— 


Mr. Cunningham, chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report: 


a 

The committee on Privileges and Eleetions, to whieh were 
referred a “Bill to be entitled an act to change the time for hold- 
ing elections for members to the Congress of the United States 
and members ofthe State Legislature of the State of Texas,” 
have had the same under consideration, and a majority of said 
committee have instructed me to report the accompanying sub- 
stitute for both of said bills, and recommend their passage. 


Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 3 


kd 
n] 


Mr. Cunningham, chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, reported that--‘ The committee on- Privileges 
and Elections, to which was referred a bill to be entitled an 
act regulating elections, have had the same under consideration, 
and a majority of said committee have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House, with the amendments herewith 
submitted, and recommend its passage. 


. Read, and laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. ` 


seme 


Mr. Allen introduced a joint resolution requesting our Sena- 


è 
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tors and Representatives in the Congress of the United States, 
to have a law passed for the benefit of the volunteer soldiers of 
Texas. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitledan act to amend 
the fourth seetion of an act to regulate the license and practice 
of attorneys and counsellors at law. 

Read a first time. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act more clearly to denne the 
marital rights of parties in relation to community property. 

Read « first time. 

Mr. Runnels introduced a bill requiring the transfer of ori- 
ginal causes of action to new counties. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Shaw. introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to amend 
the third section of an act, to provide for the organization of the 
several counties in this State. 


Read a first time. 
_ Mr. Truitt introduced a bill forthe relief of the heirs of Jere- 
miah Browning. 

Read a first time. z 


Mr. Reagan introduced,the following resolution : 


“Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
-contract for the printing of one thousand copies of the reported 
claims of the several counties of this state, containing also a 
statement of the amount of taxes assessed and collected in each 
county, for the use of the members of the House of Representa- 
tives, at the earliest practicable period, and that twenty-five 
copies of tife same be sent to each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. 


Mr. Stout moved to strike out all requiring a statement of 
the taxes to be printed. 


Carried. 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike out that portion of the rese- 
ution requiring copiesto be sent to the members of Congress. 

Carried. 

The question on the adoption of the resolution as amended 
was taken and lost. 
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-Mr. Miller of H., introduced a resolution, that the communi- 
cation from the Collector of the Port of- Galveston, upon the 
subject of ceding to the General Government the right of juris- 
diction over the ground appropriated to the purpose of erecting 
two Light-Houses upon our coast ; and also, upon the subject 
of transferring our Custom-Houses, and other places for the 
collection of impost duties, referred to in the Governor’s mes- 
sage, be taken up and read. 

Read, and 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee, together with the docu- 
ments referred to in the resolution. - 

Mr. Bourland moved to take from the table the report of tue 
committee appointed to draft rules for the government of the 
House, and place it among the orders of the day. 

* Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

The orders of the day were taken up. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Mont- 
gomery. 

Read a first time, and 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to suppress banking. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 8 

Mr. Winkler moved to take from among ‘the orders of the 
day, a bill locating the seat of justice of Navarro county. 

Lost. ~~ 

- Abill in relation to a certain Company, or Association, 
claiming to have or exercise banking privileges in this State. 

Read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. . 
‘A bill to be entitled an act to provide for disposing of runa- 
way slaves. 


, Read a second time, and 
. On motion. of Mr. Runnels, K 
Referred to the committee pn State Affairs.. 


* 


. 
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A bill to be entitled an act, te amend an act, supplementary 
to an act, to create and organize the county of Panola. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A.bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat of justice of Na- 
varro county. : 

Read third time and passed. 

A joint resolution requesting our Senators and Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States, to procure the pas- 
sage of a law requiring the Judge of the District Court for the 
District of Texas, to reside permanently in his District. 

Read a third time and passed. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the southern boundary 
line of Collin and Denton counties, and northern line of Dallas 
and Henderson counties. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Bogart moved the engrossment. 

Mr. Reagan moved to lay on the table. 

Lost. , 

Question on the engrossment was taken and carried. 
~- A bill to be entitled an act to establish a State Penitentiary. 

Reada first time. 

Mr. Lott asked leave to present a petition. 

The House refused. 

A bill supplementary to an act to organize the county of 
Upshur, with asubstitute from the Senate was read; and the 
substitute adopted. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Adjutant General to issue 
a bounty land warrant to Elijah D. Holland. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Willie moved to take up a resolution from the Senate, to 
go into the election of a Public Printer, to print the laws and 
journals of the present session of the Legislature, on the 21st 
instant. . 

Mr. Willie moved its adoption. p 

Mr. Miller offered to amend by inserting “ And the journals 
of both Houses of last session. and five hundred copies of the 

daws of the last session of the Legislature.” i 

Mr. Miller, of H., also moved to add to the amendment—“in- 


cluding the Constitution of the United-States and the State of 
Texas.” 
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Mr. Willie moved to refer the resolution and amendments to 
the committee on Printing. 

‘My. Tankersley moved to amend the motion by inserting— 
<t And that said committee report by to-morrow morning. 
` Carried. 

Question on the reference was then taken and carried. 

Joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of Wm. 
P. Nunn. 

- Adopted, and 


On motion of Mr, Willie, 


Oordered to be engrossed. l 

A joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Adolphus Sterne, as- 
signee of Maria Josefa Sanchez. 


Read a second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Reagan, 


Passed to a third reading. 
An act for the relief John Keizer, reported by the committee 
on Public Lands. : l 

Read a first time. `. i 

Joint resolution requiring the Governor, Secretary of State, 
and Attorney General, to reside at the seat of government, 

Substitute reported by the committee. 

Read and adopted. X 
j Mr. Taylor moved the indefinite postponement of the reso- 
lution, i 

Mr. Keenan offered to amend by inserting—“ And that this 
act take effect and be in force from and after the first of Deeem- 
ber, 18197 


Yeas and Nays being called for, stood, 


K 
3« 


Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Caruthers, Davis of L., 
Dooley, Fields, Goode, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, McGown, 
Rains, Shannon, Sterne, Tankersley, Taylor, Pruitt, Walling, 
and Wheeler—20. : 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, 
Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, 
Epperson, Haynie, Lamar, Miller of C., Miller of H. Moseley 
McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Renfro, Reagan, Robert- 
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son, Rodgers, Runnels, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Winkler, White 
and Willie—32. 


Lost. 


Mr. Edwards moved to amend by striking out Governor af- 
ter Attorney General. 

Mr Runnels moved the previons question. 

‘Carried. 

Question on the indefinite postponement was then taken, and 
the yeas and nays being called for, stood— ` 


Yeas—Mesers. Armstrong, Bogart, Caruthers, Davis of L, 
Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Keenan, Lewis, . Lyons, Me- 
Cown, Pease, Perry, Rains, Renfro, Reagan, Sterne, Tankers- 
ley, Taylor, Truitt, Walling and Wheeler.—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Bry- 
an, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of R., Edwards, Ep- 
ate Gilliam, Haynie, Lamar, Lott, Miller of | C., Miller of H, 

oseley, McNeill, Neal, Potter, Reagan, Robertson, Runuels, 
oo Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Winkler, White snd Willie— 

1. 


~ Lost. 


Mr. Willie moved the engrossment. 

- Mr. Neal moved to amend by inserting the following : “That 
none of the officers mentioned in the resolution shall remain ab-. 
sent from the seat of government longer than five weeks at 
any one time.” 

Mr. Stout moved to lay the bill and amendment on the table. 

Mr Eddy moved to amend by inserting after table, “till the 
fourth day of July next?” ` 

Lost. 

Question on Mr. Stouts motion was da taken and lost. 

Mr. Miller, of H., moved the previous question. 

Mr. Davis, of L., moved to eons until 10 o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning, 


Lost. 

Mr. Bogart moved the House adjourn until 9 o ‘clock, to- 
morrow morning. : 

Lost. 


wa 


Shall the majn question be now taken ? 

Lost. 

` Mr. Bourland moved to amend the amendments proposed by 
Mr. Edwards, as follows; strike out “Attorney General” | ` 

Mr. Davis, of R., offered the following as an amendment :— 
strike out “ Governor and Attorney General.” 


Mr. Rodgers moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 


Carried. 
And the -House adjourned, pending the question on the 
amendment oered by Mr. Edwards. 


House of Representatives, 
3 City of Austin, January 19th, 1848. . 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Sepeaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Gah Crump, Crutcher, Davis, of L. , Davis, of R., , Dooley, 
Eddy, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Ke eenan, Lamar, Lewis, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller, of C., Miller, of H., Moseley, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, 
Robertson, Rodgers, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, ‘Stuart, Prankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, 
Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren. 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


A*message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
, containing “sundry written documents. - 
20 i 


® 


306 
& 
Mr. Lott presented the petition of Ann Terrell, 
Petition read. 
Mr. Stout moved that the petition be referred toa select com. 

mittee of five members. + > 

Mr. Pease moved that the petition be referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Haynie asked leave to withdraw the papers pertaining to 
the case of Leander Brown. 
Leave granted. 


Mr. Allen presented the petition of the citizens of Guadalupe 
county. 


Petition read, and 


On motion of Mr. Allen, referred to the committee on county 
boundaries. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, without amendment, 
“A Joint Resolution providing for the settlement of the 
claims of E. W. Mo. re, Post Captain, &c., and 
«A Joint Resolution for the relief of persons who furnished 
supplies for the late Navy of Texas.” 


Mr. Bogart presented the petition o: the citizens of Grayson 
county, in i relation to James Miller, 
- Petition read. 

Mr. Bogart moved its reference to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Stuart, of Galveston, moved that the petition, be laid on 
the table. 

Motion carried, 

Mr. Webb presented the petition of Wm. F. Hodge. 

Petition read. . 

Mr. Webb moved its reference to tke committee on Public 
Lands, without reading. 

Motion carried, and the reference made. 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following report: 
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The committee on Federal Relations to whom was referred, 
a“ Joint Resolution in behal of Edward A, Weyman,” together 
with his petition, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to report: The seal appended to the transcript of 
the judgment from Nueces county, not being legal, your com- 
mittee called in other evidence, as we'l to establish the genuine- 
ness of the transcript, as to learn the facts upon which the jury 
readered their verdict. The District Court of Nueces county, 
has been but very lately organized; and, it is to this fact, that 
the defect in-the seal is attributable. In order that the House 
may properly understand the grounds upon which your com- 
mittee aeted, in coming to a conclusion in the matter referred to 
them, they think it necessary to state succinctly, the evidence 
which was given before the committee: it appears in evidence, 
that some time in April or May of the past year, Edward A. 
‘Weyman, opened a store at Brazos Santiaga, containingea 
quantity of gnods and groceries. A short time after he opened 
his store, Giles Porter, U. S. commanuant at the Brazos, acting 
in his official capacity, ordered him, (Weyman,} to shut up his . 
store, This he refused to do, telling Porter that he was selling ° 
under license obtained from the proper authorities at Corpus 
Christi. Porter replied, tha: the country wa n^ portion of Texas 
and shortly afterwards seut a guard of soldiers, and had a part 
of his goods removed, turned Weyman out of his house, and put 
a guard around the same. He even refused Weyman his books 
and papers. Weyman remonstrated with Porter, and offered 
to leave the place if he would restore his goods, &c. This, 
was also refu-ed. Subsequently, Weyman brought suit in the 
District Court of Nueces eounty, against Porter. and recovered 
a judgment for the value of his goods and damages sustained, 
to the amount of fifteen thousand dollars. Porter failed to make 
any defence, and the judgment was made final, by default, a 
jury having been called to assess the value of the goods, and, 
also, the damages. 

From these facts yeur committee have concluded to report 
the Joint Resolution referzed tọ them, back to the House, and 
have instructed me, to recommend its passage. 

The military authorities of the United States have no right te 
interfere with the civil authorities of any State. This difficulty 
brings into direct controversy the right of Texas to the country 
between the Nueces and Rio Grane; and your ¢ommittee, in 
‘common with all Texas, entertaining but one opinion upon this 
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subject, are of the belief that it is high time for Texas to assert 
her right to that country, by protecting her citizens in the privi- 
leges guaranteed to them by our laws; at least, as far as re- 
monstrance, and a demand for indemnity can protect them. 

Porter having acted in an official capacity, in interfering with 
the rights of Weyman, the U. S. Government is liable for all 
injuries done to Weyman. 


Report received, and the Joint Resolution laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. . = 


Mr. White, chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
made the following report : 


"The committee on military affairs to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An Act to organize the militia of the county 
of Newton, have had the same under consideration, and direct 
me to report the bill back to the House with the following 
amendment: 


_ After the word “Regiment,” insert, “ or Battalion.” 


With this amendment, the committee recommend the pas- 
sage of the bill. 


Report received, and the bill laid on the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


~ 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the committèe on Printing, made the 
following report : 


The committee on Printing, to whom was referred the-Resolu- 
tions of the Senate, proposing to go into the election of Public 
Printer on the 21st inst.,and requesting the committees on contin- 
gent expenses of the two Houses to obtain proposals for printing 
the laws and journals of the present session of the Legislature, 
together with certain amendments proposed by this House, to 


~ 
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the aforesaid Resolutions, have had the same under considers- 
tion, and the committee have instructed me to report this 
morning, and to respectfully ask the House to postpone the 
election of'a Public Printer for a few days, to give the commit- 
tee time te arrange and repert some definite plan for the prin- 
ting; and, also, to ask that the commitiee be instructed to act- 
in conjunction with the committee on Printing of the Senate, 
so that such an arrangement may be made as to the mode of re- 
ceiving bids, the size of pages, the kind of type, &e., as will ena- 
ble the Printers to bid understandingly, and, may suit and be 
adopted by both Houses. 

The committee know the importance cf early action on this 
subject; and, therefore, promise the House toó give it their 
earliest attention, and repopt without delay. © ` 

The committee request that the Senate's Resolu‘ions may be 
laid upon the table, for the present; and, that the Clerk of the 
House be instructed to inform the Senate of the action of the 
House and its committee, on the subject. 


Report adeptec. 


Mr. Gilliam moved that Messrs. Perry and Shaw, be added 
tothe committee on the Land Office. 
Motion carried. 


1 Mr. Sterne introduced a “Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Wm. Plucker.” ° 


Joint Resolution read a first time. 


Mr. Winkler introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to pro- 
vide for the removal and location of-the Land Offce of the 
Robertson Land District.” l 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Webb offered the following Resolution : 


Resolved, - That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
. to enquire into the expediency of appropriating all fines and 

forfeitures, recovered ïn the District Courts, to the payment of 
the fees otving by the State to Clerks of the District Court and 
* Sheriffs; also, to enquire into the expediency of amending 
“An Act regulating the fees of officers,’ so as to provide some 
means to secure all fees to Clerks and Sheriffs in cases where 
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the State is a - party, atid which have been, or may be, decided 
against the State: Provided, That said fines and forfeitures 
are not sufficient to pay the same. 


Resolution adopted. 


o Mr. Lott moved to add Mr. Sterne and Mr. Walling, to the 
committee on the Land Office. 

Mr. Tankersley moved that Mr. Bourland, also be added to 
the said committee. 

Mr. Rodge:s moved that Mr. Tankersley be, also, added to 
the said committee. 

Mr. Gilliam moved a reconsideration of the vote, adding, 
Mess s. Perry and Shaw to the committee on the, Land Otfice. 

Mr. Willie moved that the motions pending, to increase 
number the committee on the Land Otice, be laid upon the 
table. 


Motion carried. 


Question : Shall the vote of this House, which added. Messrs. 
Perry and Shaw to the committee on the Land Office, be re- 
considered ? 


The Hones decided in the affirmative. 


- Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act assenting 
to the purchase by the United States, and ceding to the same, 
jurisd‘ction of certain lands in this State for public purposes.” 

Bill read first time. 


Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to define ° 
the crime of rape.” 
l _ Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Willie, also offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, ‘That the committee on the Judici iary be instructed 
to enquire into the propriety of so amending the “Acts regula- 
ting the descent and distribution of intestates’ estates,” ‘as to 
give to the sucviving husband or wife, a child's portion of the 
propery of intestates; and a share of the property where the 
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deceased may leave no children or other descendants: and also, 
the propriety of providing. by law, that ma ried women may 
bind their seperate pruperty for necessaries furnished themselves 
or their chiliren. 


= 


Resolution adopted.. 


‘Mr. Stout offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the comimitteeon the Judiciary take into 
consideration the propriety and necessity of a law compelling 
the Governor of:his State to declare by proclamation the for- 
feiture of the Colony Contract, entered iuto by Charles Fenton 
Mercer, with the late Republic of Texas; and that they report 
by bill or otherwise, at & early a day as practicable. 


Resolution adopted. 


Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to 
amend the 1st section of an act supplementary to an act reg- 
ulating the sale of runaway slaves,” approved January the 
5th, 1841. 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Allen offered the following resolution: 


Beit resolved, That the committee on contingent expenses 
be instructed to enquire into the probable expense incurred by 
the State, for transporting the remains of Major Samuel H. 
Walker from the city of Houston to the Alamo, and report 

‘thereon as soon as practicable. 


recveres 


Resolution adopted. 


Mr. Rryan, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act to create the county of Starr,” and have di- 
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rected me to report the same back to the House and recom- 
mend the following as an amendment: 

Strike out of the 1st section of the bill, the word “Taylor” 
and insẹrt the word “Cameren.” 


Report accepted, and the amendment adopted. 


—1 


Mr. McNeill moved that the message of His Excellency the 
Governor, be taken up. 


d 
-4% 


Mr. Robertson moved that the message be referred toa se- 
lect committee consisting of five members. 


Motion carried. 


- Motion carried. 


The chair appointed Messrs. Robertson, ‘Runnels, Potter - 
Tankersley and Bryan to constitute said committee. 


Mr. Lamar moved a reconsideration of the vote on the res- 
olution, offered by Mr. Alen, instructing the committce on 
“contingent erences relative to the transportation of the re- 
mains of Major Samuei H. Walker and Capt. R. A. Gillespie. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Stuart moved to amend as follows: Insert after “State.” 
the words, “if any.” 


Amendment rejected. , 


Mr. Lamar moved to strike cut the words “incurred by the 
State.” 


Amendments adopted. 


Question—-Shall the resolution as amended, be adopted! 
The House decided in the affirmative. 


313 


Mr. Epperson mov ed that Mr. Miller of H., be added to the 
committee on Apportionment. 


Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Renfro, 

Mr. Ktunne!s w as added to the committee on apportionment. 

Mr, McNeill moved that Mr. Tankersley be added to the 
-committee on apportionment. 


Motion lost. 


On motion, the House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


The resolution requiring the Governor, Senter of State 
and Attorney General to reside at the seat of Government, be- 
ing the first in order, was taken up. 

Mr. Pease moved that the resolution be laid upon the table 
and made the special order of the day, for Thursday next. 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for~the relief of the heirs ef 
Isaac Van Zandt, deceased, was taken up. 

Read a second time. 

‘Mr. Goode moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Taylor moved that the rule of the House, which requires 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then read third time and passed. 

A “Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress ofthe United States to 
procure additional mail service,” was taken up. 

Mr. Eddy moved that the Joint Resolution be indefinitely 
postponed. 7 

Motion lost. 


x 


Question—Shall the joint resolution now under’ donaidera: 
tion of the House be passed? 
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The House decided in the affirmative, and thie joint resolu- 
tion was finally passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the e court of 
Red River county, to have the records in ‘books A. B. and C., 
of deeds, mortgages and other instruments of writing, now in 
the office of the Clerk of said county, transcribed,” together 
with the amendments proposed by the Senate, were taken up. 


-Amendments read and concurred in. 


A joint resolution insfructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States to 
procure the establishment of two Districts for the United 
States District Court in the State of Texas,” together with the 
substitute offered by the House, in which the Senate refused to 
concur, were taken u 

Mr. Gilliam moved that the House withdraw the substi- 
tute. 

. Motion lost. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved that a committee of. confer- 
ence be appointed. 


Motion carried. 


The chair then appointed Messrs. Miller of Houston, Willie, 
-Tankersley and Crutcher to constitute said cammittep on the 
part of the House. Š 
A bill to be entitled “an act to enforce a due D of 
the Sabbath” together with a substitate offered by. the com- 
mittee on State Affairs, were taken up and the substijute read. 
Mr. Willie moved that the bill and substitute Be laid upon , 
the table. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, and stood as follows.. i 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs. Caruthers: 
Cunningham, Davis of L., Edwards. Goode, Haynie, Kee- 
nar, Lewis, Miller of ©., McCown, Pease, Perry, Rayner, 
Robertson, Runnels,’ Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart, Wheel- 
er White and Willie—25. 
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Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bryan.Crutcher, Davis of R., 
Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Lyons. Miller of H., 
Moseley, McNeill, Potter, Rains, Renfro, Reagan, Rogers, 
Shannon, Stout, Tankersley, Taylor, Trait, Webb, Walling, 
Winkler and Wren—28. : : 


Motion rejected. 


Mr. Tankersley in the chair. ; 

Question—Shall the substitutė, mow under consideration of 
the House, be adopted? 

The House decided in fhe negative. 

Mr. Keenan moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the motion by inserting “until 
the 2nd day of July next.” 

Amendment accepted, by Mr. Keenan. 

Mr. Renfro by leave, introduced the following as an amend- 
ment. i : 

- “That the provisions of this act shall extend tothe town of 
Gonzales, ecclusively, and that chuck-a-luck, when played up- 
on the boxes. before store-doors, shall be 2 penal offence” 

The chair decided the amendment proposed by Mr. Renfro, 
out of order. 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be laid upon the table, until the second day of July 
next, 

The yeas and nays were called onthe question and steod as 
follows: _ i 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker. Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca- 
ruthers, Cunningham, Davis of L.. Edwards, Eddy, Keenan, 
Lott, Miller of C, McCown, Neal, Tease, Potter, Rayner. 
Rentro, Robertson, Runnels, Rogers, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne 
Stuart, Wheeler, White and Willie—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Crump, Crutcher, 
. Davis of R., Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, La- 
mar, Lyons,. Miller of H., Moseley, McNeill, Perry, Rains, 
Reagan, Shannon, Stout, ‘ankersley, Taylor, Webb, . Walling 
. and Winkler—26. : 


The House decided in the afirmative. 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to legitimate certain children of 
. Benjamin Bryant,’ was taken up. - 

Read a socond time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the city of Galves- 
ton to appoint Firemen, &c.,” was taken up. 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Davis of Liberty moved that the House adjourn until 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Lotion lost. 


A bill to beentitled “an aet- requiring all officers to contin- 
ue to perform the duties of their offices, until their successors 
‘are duly eleeted and qualified.” 3 

Was taken up and read a third time. 

Mr. Stout moved that weall ofthe House be maoe 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Runnels moved that the Ffouse adjourn unti TOTON 
morning, 9 æcelock. 


Motion lost. 


-Qn motion of Mr. Goode, 
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


npm renee 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Jan. 20, 1848. 


"The House met pursuant to adjournment. l 
The roll was called, 


t’ ; 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bovart. Ronrland. Bry- 


pan 


_ sl? 

an, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis, of L., 
Davis, of R.,Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gil- 
liam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lamar, -Lewis, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller, of H., Moseley, Neal, Pease, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan; Robertson, Rodgers, Railey, Sad- 
dler, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler,.Willie and Wren. 


ot 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Allen presented the proceedings of a meeting of the cit- 
izens of the town of Gonzales, in relation to the establishment 
‘of a line of military posts to the Paso del Norte. 
Read, and l l 
On motion of Mr. Cunningham, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. 


‘Mr. Pease, chirman of the committee onthe J udiciary made 
the following report, 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an actto suppress banking,” have considered 


the same, and they recofnmend that the bill should be, amend- 
ed. g f i 


lst. By striking out the preamble. 
2d. By striking out the 4th section, which provides that the 


act shall take effect, and be in force from and after its pas- 
sage. 5 


This section, the committee believe to be particularly ob- 
jectionable, inasmuch as the act establishes a penalty for cer- 
tain offences, different from the existing laws. The committee 
believe that it should not take effect until it can be published, 
and generally known to the community. 


.. With the above amendments, a majority of the committee 
have-directed me to report the bill back to the House, and to 
‘recommend its favorable consideration. 


a Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come 
up with the orders of the day. 
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Mr. Stuart, chairman of the ‘committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


Committee Room, 
Jan. 19th, 1848. 


Hon. J. W. Henderson, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


\ 

The committee on Finance, in the discharge of their appro- 
priate duty have carefully examined the subjects pertaining to 
the revenue of the State, and respectfully offer the following re- 
port, with the accompanying bills, as the result of their de- 
liberations: 

Although, as appears from the report of the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, the revenue of the present Siate Govern- 
ment have not been equal to its expenses, the fund which re- 
mained in the Treasury, and was transfered to the State, on « 
the dissolution ef the Government of the late Republic of 
Texas, as the gradual annual increase in the amount of the 
Revenue of the State, afford assurance that the Government 
may continue te be administered, upom the present economical 
plan, without increasing the rate of taxation. Yet the com- 
mittee would regard as premature and unsafe any material 
reduction, prior to the next meeting of the Legislature, in the 
amount of taxes assessed. 

Nor do the committee deem it prudent to recommend any 
essential alteration in the mode of assessing and collecting the 
taxes. The present revenue laws appear to have operated as 
well, in the main, as could kave been expected by their 
framers, considering that they were, to a considerable degree, 
experimental. The committee regard two or three’ defects 
only, as of sufficient importance to require amendment. The 
Comptroller has with great clearness, pointed out the bad 
effect of permitting persons residing in one county, to give in 
for assessment, and pay taxes, in the county of their residence, 
on property lying in other counties of the State. The com- 
mittee, as the best remedy which they have been able to de- . 
vise for the evil complained of, (witheut great inconvenience 
to persons owning property in other counties than those in 
which they reside,) have concluded to recommend to the Legis- 
„ature the amendment of the law, so that all property shall be 


é 
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assessed for taxation in the county in which itis situated, and 
that the owner shall be required to pay the taxes upon the 
same, either there, or to the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
at the seat of Government. As the law requires copies of the 
assessment rolls of every coun-y to be filed with this officer, 
‘and as every county in the State, through some of its officers 
or citizens, will ‘annually require some communication with 
the seat of government, this mode appears to be better caleu- 
lated than any other which has suggested itself to the com- 
mittee, for the most certain collection of the taxes, with the 
least inconvenience and oppression to the citizen. 

Under the existing law, property assessed to “ewners un- 
known,” or which has been ‘rendered for assessment in the 
names of persons other than the genuine owners, cannot be 
sold for taxes, as only the interest of the party assessed, and 
not the property itself, is liable to be sold ior taxes. The com- 
mittee regard this as a material defect in the law—calculated 
to encourage holders of prdperty to withhold the same from 
assessment, and to defeat the object of the constitution, which 
requires that taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout 
the State, and that all property shall pay taxes in proportion 
toits value. It is-the object of the bill herewith submitted 
to remedy this evil, by muking the property itself, which is 
the basis of revenue, liable for the taxes imposed upon it. 

The committee also recommend a modification in the law 
imposing the license tax. ‘The existing law is believed to op- 
erate unequally. The small trader, with a capital of a few 
hundred dollars, pays an equal license tax with the mer- 
chant doing business upon a stock of fitty or one hundred 
thousand. S:rict justice would require that every trader 
should pay in proportion to his ability; but the committee have 
regarded the adjustment of a scale which would bear with 
exact equality upon all as impracticable, and an extended 
classification as too complicated and inconvenient te warrant 
the attempt to establish it by law. With the desire to make 
the law as simple as possible, and at the same time to ap- 
proach as nearly as practicable to a just equality in its opera- 
tion, the committee recommend buta single division of the 
class of traders, proportioned to the capital employed in their 
jusiness. The amoudat of the license tax at present imposed, 

hough eesily borne by the heavy capitalist, is still sufficient 
obear heavily upon others, and to deter many meritorious 


320 


persons, with but limited means, from entering into pursuits 
which might afford the means of support for themselves and 
families, while it would be of service to the public. It is cal- 
culated to concentrate the business of the country in the towns 
and more populous districts, and in the hands of comparative- 
ly few of the more, wealthy class of citizens, or to lead to 
shifts and frauds to unscrupulous persons for the evasion of 
the tax, while it excludes the honest and frugal citizen, with a 
capital of but a few hundred dollars, from participating in the 
benefits of the trade of the country, and deprives many of the 
poorer or more thinly settled districts of the benefits of con- 
venient trading establishments, suitable to their wants. By 
the classification contemplated by the committee, it is hoped 
that these evils may be materially diminished, without, as is 
believed, any reduction in the amount of revenue, as it is ex- 
pected that the increase in the number of traders which may 
be reasonably anticipated from the diminution of the burden 
imposed, and the greater ease and certainty which will attend 
the collection of the tax from thoge in business, will more than 
compensate for the limited reduction recommended by this re- 
port, and embraced in a bill therewith transmitted. 


H. STUART, Chairman. 


eee 


Mr. Fields moved that one bundred copies of the bill to be 
-entitled “an act to provide for the assessment -and collection 
of taxes,” be printed. 
Also, that one hundred copies of a bill. to be entitled “an act 
to raise a revenue by direct taxation,” be printed. . 


Motion carried. 


A message wis received from the Senate. informing the 
House of the passage, by that body of the following bills, &e: 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the 11th séction of ap 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company.” 

A bill to be entitled “an actrelative to special Judges of the 
Supreme Court.” ; 


A bill, (whieh originated in the House of Representatives) 
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to be entitled, “an act to incorporate- the Union Marine and 
Fire Insurance Company,” with amendments. . 

A bill, (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
to be entitled “an act prescribing the proof necessary for the 
heirs or legal representatives of those who fell under the com- 
mand of Fannin, Tr avis, Grant and Johnson, to obtain their 
head-right certificates,” with amendments; and a 

“Joint Resolution, authorizing and requiring the Governor 
to subscribe for three hundred copies of the reported decisions 
of the Supreme Court. i 


~ & 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs made, 
the following report: 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill ta be entitled “an act to compel the owners and renters of 
cotton gins, jo keep them enclosed, to prevent stock from hav- 
ing access to the eotton seed. by the eating of which they may 
die,” have had the same under consideration, and have direct- 
ed me to report the bill back to the House, with the recom- 
mendation that it be indefinitely postponed. 


Report received; and : Epa 


Ou motion of Mr. Pease, " 


The bill was laid upon the table, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. : ; 


# 


à 
lj 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs, alsa, 
made the following report: 


The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a- 
bill to be entitled “an act eoncerning slaves,” have after eon- 
sideration of the same, come to the conclusion, that a slave 
cannot be the absolute owner of any speciesof property. That 
the, possession of a horse, or horses, or other animal, is a priv- 
lege granted to him by his master, and à matter of his own 
concern and regulation, which calls for no Legislative action, 
as the master is recognized asthe legal owner-of the property, 
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although allowed to be, and, perhaps, remains for a consider. 
abid length of time, in the hands of the slave. ` . 

The committee have, therefore, instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, and to recommend that it be laid on 
the table. ; 


Report read and adopted. 


araara 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 

made the following report: 
= 

The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act to create the county of Cameron.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Webb.” 

A- bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Starr.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of Go- 
liad county.” i á ; f 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas, creating a board of medical censors.” 

À bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the German Tex- 
an Friendship Association at Galveston,” and i 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of Nue- 
ces cotnty;” and find the same correctly engrossed, 


* 


Report accepted. 


* 


Mr. Caruthers, chairman of the committee on county bound- 
aries, made the following report: 


The committee on county boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red the petition for, and a bill to be entitled “an’act to estab- 
lish the county of Kaufman,” beg leave to report the same 
back to the House, and.ask that the name of said county be 
changed from “Kaufman” to “Van Zandt.” ‘With this amend- 
ment, they recommend the passage of the bill. 

They have, also, examined a bill, to be entitléd “an act to 
establish the county of Medina;” and 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to establish the county of Pier- ~~ 


denales,” and would not recommend their passage. 
g + ” > C v 


Report read. . 


Mr. Lott moved that so mach of the reportas relates “to the 
county of Van Zandt be laid upon the table until Friday week. 


Motion lost. 


The report and bills were then laid upon the table, to come 
up among the orders ofthe day. . 


The following communication, from the Commissioner of 
‘tthe General Land Office, was read: 


Generali Land Office, 
Austin, 20th January, 1848. 


To the Hon. Speaker of 
the Houseof Representatives: 


Sir:—The undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ception of two several resolutions, adopted by the „House, on 
the 16th inst., calling upon fhe Commissioner of the General 
‘Land Office to communieate iuformation on various subjects 
connected with the public lands, and the business of the Land 


Office. 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office is desirous 
of communicating the information sought; at the earliest prac- 
ticable day, in conformity with the terms of the resolitions, 
and the 12th section of an “act to establish a General Land 
Office for the State of Texas,’ approved, May 12th, 1846. 

He will, therefere, instantly suspend all other business of 
his office, and engage himself and clerks, from this time for- 
ward, in preparing the information sought for by said resolu- 
tions, until he,can, as he hopes, satisfactorily answer the 
Same. C, ' 

The Commissioner feels it te be his duty,*to say in conelu- 
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sion, that the time required to comply with the requisitions of 
the resolutions referred to, will be greater than he apprehends 
is expected by the honorable the House of Representatives. 
i have the honor to be, Sir, 
your obedient servant, 


THOS. WAL WARD. 


a 


By leave, Mr. Willie introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved by the House of E A That two seye- 
ral resolutions,.adopted by this House, on the 17th inst., call- 
ing for information from the General Land Office, be recind- 
ed. > r 


Resolution read. 


Mr- Hiller ef Housten, moved to: amend the resolution. by 
striking out the word “recinded,” and inserting the word “sus- 
pended, until the committee appointed to investigate the Land 
Office, shall have reported.” 


Mr. Bourland moved to strike outthe words, “two several,” 
and insert the “a certain.” 


Motion Jost. 


Mr. Robertson E that the sense ofthe” Rac be TED 
on. the previous question. 


Motion carried. 
Question—Shall the resolation introduced by the gentie- 
man from Washington (Mr. Willie.) be adopted. 


Fhe yeas and nays were eàlleg on the adoption of the reso- 
intion and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs, ‘Armstr ong, Bogart, Bourland, inion 
Bryan, Crump, EU RR Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis 
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of R. Bday Edwards, ° ‘Fields, Gilliam, Haynie, Lewis, Lott 
Lyons, Miller of ©., Miller of H., McNeill, Pease, Perry, Pot- 
‘ter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Rodgers, Saddler, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler, Willie and Wren—41. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Caruthers, Epperson, Goode, 
Hardeman, Lamar, Moseley, McCown, Neal, Reagan, Run- 
nels, Stout, Webb, Winkler and White—16. 


a 


Resolution adopted. - 


By leave, Mr. Crutcher introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act to declare the intention and ‘meaning of the third section 
of an act defining the mode of conveying property in which 
the wife has an interest, approved, April the 30th, 1846.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Crutcher also introduced a Joint Resolution making an 
appropriation for the payment of the pro rata pay due E. W. 
Moore, Post Captain, Commanding late Texas Navy, under 
the provisions of an act of the Congress of the late Republie 
of Texas, approved, February 5th, 1844. ° 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Crump, by leave. introduced a bill tọ- be auma “an 
act for the relief of J. Harris Catlin.” 

Billread a first time.” 

Mr. Moseley, by leave, introduced three several bills. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to ascertain who. may be the 
fathers of bastard children.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Fields moved that the bill be rejected: 


Motion lost. 

Mr. Webb moved to as with the dineo of the ene 
two bills relating tothe same subject, 

Motion carried, - 

A bill to be entitled “an act requiring the Governor and 


Secretary of State to-reside permanently at the seat of gover. 


ernment,” being the special order of the day, was taken up. 
and read, 
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Mr. Lott moved to strike out and insert, “this law take ef- 
fect from and after the first day of January, 1849.” 

Me. Lyonsmoye ed to strike from the amendment, the words. 
“strike out.” 


Motion carried, 


Question——Shall the amendment, (to: the bill now under 
consideration of the House,) as amended, be adopted? 

The House decided in the negative... , 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved the engrossment of the bilk 

Mr. Edwards offered an amendment to the bill. 


Mr. Moseley moved that the sense of the House be taken om `` 


the previous question. 
Motion lost. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be re-committed to the 
committee on State Affairs. 


Motion lost. o pi 

Mr. Armstrong moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

Mr. McCown moved that a call of the House be made. 


ee 
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Motion carried. 


Mr. Reagan moved that. the call of the House be suspend- 
ed. . 

Motion carried. 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from San Augustine (Mr. Edwards,). be adppted. 

. The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Caruthers; Davis of L. 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Goode, Lewis, Lott, McCown,, 
McNeill, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro ‘Rogers, Saddler , 
Shaw, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit; Walling and Wheel- 
ar-—27. . 


7 - 327. 
Nays--Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, 
_ Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis ofR., Epperson, Gil- 
liam, Hardeman, Haynie, Lamar, Lyons, Miller of Colorado, 
Miller of Houston, Moseley, Neal, Potter, Reagan, Robertson, 
Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Webb, Winkler, White, Willie 
and Wren-——3l. : 
Amendment rejected. oe 
Mr. Eddy moved to amend the bill by inserting “members 
of the Legislature and Judges of the Supreme Court.” 


‘Amendment rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, d : 

The bill was re-committed to the committee on State Af 
fairs. ` i 

A bill to be entitled “an act to validate and confirm the acts 
of Thomas William Ward,” being the special order of the day 
was taken up. 

Mr. Burroughs moved that the bill be laid upon the table 
until the Ist day of February. 


Motion carried. 
a 


Mr. Haynie moved to reconsider the vote which passed to a 
third reading, a bill to be entitled “an act legitimating certain 
children of Benjamin. Bryant, - 

Mr. Runnels moved that the motion be laid upon the table. 

Motion carried. . . 

On motion of Mr. Stout, a 

The orders of the day were taken up. 

The report of the select committee appointed to draft rules 
z the government of the House of Representatives was ta- 

en up, 
Mie Beasa moved that the rules be adopted without read- 
ing. - te l 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out the 50th rule. 

Motion carried. i 

The rules were then adopted. : 

Mr. Pease moved that 250 copies of the rulés be printed. 

Motion carried. ; i 

A message was received from the Senate informing theHouse 
that the Sonate had refused ta adopt the substitute offered by 
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the House for a*Joint Resolution (which originated in the 
Senate,) instructing ourSenators and requesting our Represen- 
tatives in the Congress of the United States to procure the 
passage of an act establishing two Districts”-for the United 
States District Court, iz the State of Texas.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act creating certain penalties,” to- 
gether with the substitute offered by the select committee to 
whom the bill was referred, were taken up. 

Substitute read and adepted. 

‘Mr. Armstrong moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Stout moved to insert “hogs” after the word “cattle” 

Mr. Renfro moved to amend the amendment as follows: 

After the word “hogs” insert “dacks.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Crump moved to amend by inserting after “hogs,” the 
words “or sheep.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Goode moved to amend by striking out the word “or” 
aiter the word “cattle.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Qnestion—Shall the amendment as imeni be adopted. 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

The sense ofthe House was then taken on Mr. Armstrong’s 
motion to engross the bill, ` 

Motion carried, and the’ bili ordered to be engrossed. 

- A “joint resolution requesting our Senators and Represen- 
tatives in the Congress of the United States to procure the 
passage of a law appropriating a sufficient amount of money 
to be expended in clearing out the Sabine,” was taken up and 
read a second time. 

Mr. Winkler moved to amend the Joint Resolution by in- 
setting “and Trinity,” after the word “Sabine.” 

Mr. Cunningham moved to amend the amendment by insert- 
ing after “Trinity, Brazos, Colorado, Lavacca, Guadalupe, 
Nueces and Rio Grande.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill and amendments be laid on 
the table. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entiled “an act to establish the county seat of 
Denton county,” was taken up, and 

Reada second time. 
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Mr. Bogart moved.thatthe blank be filled with “Alton.” + 
Motion carried. ` 


On motion, . l F 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


af 


Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined“an actte: ° 
regulate the salaries of District Attorneys.” 

A “Joint Resolution to provide for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of E, W. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late 
Navy of T exas,” and ` 

A Joint resolution for the-relief of those who furnished sup- 
plies for the late Navy of Texas,” ‘and find the same correct- 
ly enrolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the Senate, 


were this day presented-to his Excellency the Governor fer 
his approval. 


Report accepted. 


A bill to be entitled ‘an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton 
wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic te make valid conveyan- 
ces of real estate and negroes,’ was taken up, and read a sec- 
ond time. 

On`motion of Mr. Armstrong dlè bill was referred to, the . 
committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill.to be entitled “an act ‘to incorporate the town of- 
Bouham,’ was taken up and read a first time. 

Mr. Runnels moved that the bill be rejected. 


Motion lost. 
+ a 
A “Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the 


use ofthe Executive of the State,” was taken up ead read a 
second time. 


£ 
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Mr. Tankersley moved the Resolution be laid upon the table, 
Motion lost. . 


On motion, the 
Joint Resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitled “An Act providing for the sale of prop- 
* erty belongipg to the State of Texas, and formerly used by the 
late Government for custom purposes,” was taken up and read. 
Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved that the bill be referred to 
the committee on the Judicary, : 


Motion lost. š 


On motion, the bill was-ordered-to be engrossed. 


Mr, Lamar moved that the regular order of the day be sus* 
pended, and that the bills to create the counties of Starr, Webb 
and Cameron, together with the bill defining to boundaries of 
Nueces county, be taken up.. 


Motion carried. 


3 
A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Cameron, 
was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Lamar, the bill was read a third time, ‘by 
its caption and passed. 
_ A. bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Webb,” 
was taken up. . 
On motion of Mr. Allen, the bill was read:a third time, by its 
eaption, and passed, 
A bill to be entitled “An Act better defining the boundaries 
of Nueces county,” was taken up. , 
On motion of Mr. Winkler, the bill was read a third time and 
assed. 
p A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Starr,” 
was taken up. f To og f : 
On motion of Mr. Winkler, the bill was read a third time by 
its caption, and passed. l 
A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 3d section of An 
Act, entitled An Act to provide for the disposition of the fands 
receiyed from the United States; approyed, Jan. 3, 1848; was 
taken up, and 


Read second time by its caption. i , 
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On motion of Mr. Stuart, the bill was referred to the coni- 
mittee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. Moseley moved that the House adjourn, until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock, ; 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate mills and millers,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a second timé. . ` > l 

Mr. Winkler moved that the bill be laid om the table, 

Mr. Rodgers moved to amend as follows: 


> w 
Strike out “ one-eighth,” and insert, “one-fourth” 
« ™ + 


Mr. Edwards moved that the bill be referred to the committe? 
on State Affairs. i 

Mr. Cunningham moyed that the House adjourn, until 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the'House adjourn, until 10 o’elock, 
to-morrow morning. í 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the House adjourned, until half-past 
9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. ¢ 


` Mr. Rogers’ motion to amend pending. 
8 penamg 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, January 21st, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names : k 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lyons, Lamar, Miller of H., McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter; 
Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Railey. Runnels, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, 
Truitt, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie. 
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A quorum being present, 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Allen presented the petition of John and Esther Clark. 

On motion of Mr. Allen the petition was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance, without reading. 

Mr. McNeill presented a petition from numerous Citizens of . 
Grimes county. . 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, the petition was referred to the 
comniittee on County Boundaries, without reading. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 


of the passage of the following bills by that body: 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate the issuance of cer- 
tificates for land, to the soldiers of the Ist Reg’t. of Infantry, of 
the late Republic of Texas; or their heirs or assigns,” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the boundaries of : 
Matagorda county.” 

A bill to define the Nor ther boundary line of, Cellin county 
which originated in the House of Representatives. 


Mr. Lott presented a petition from sundry citizens of Chere- 
„kee county. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the petition was referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries, without reading. 


Mr. Cunningham o the petition of Logan and 
Sterne. 
The petition was read, and 


On motion of Mr. Cunningham, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 


¥ 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred “A bill 
making additional apprepriations of land for the purposes of 
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Education, have had the same under consideration ; “and believ™ 
ing that the Constitution provides for it, and tat justice requires 
that it should be done, they have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House, and. recommend its’ passage. 


Report read, and the bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. . 


amanare 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the commitiee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a “Joint 
Résolution requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of William P. 
Nunn? “A bill to exclude fraudulent land. certificates from 
being evidence of title to land, and tp. prohibit legal process 
upon the same;” “A bill-to incorporate the town of Mont- 
gomery;” and, “A. bill for the relief. of the heirs of Isaac Van 
Zandt, deceased ;” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


£ 


emmmer 


. a a 
Mr. Fields, made the following-report: oo 


The Select Committee, to whom .was referred, a bill to be 
entitled “An act to déclare certain neat-cattle estrays, and to 
provide for the disposal of the same;™ have had the bill under 
consideration, and the committee have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House, and recommend that it bedaid upon 
the table. f : 

The committee have, also, bad under consideration, the peti- 
tion of John Steele; asking to'be discharged from the payment 
ef a certain fine imposed by the District Court of Harris county, 
for dealing fard,—and have instructed me to return the same to 
the House, and ask that the said John Steele have leave to with- 
draw his petition, as the committee are unwilling to report any 
bill for his relief, ' ' 


* 


. \ 
Report read, aad received. 
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` Mr. Robertson, made the following report: 


The committee to whom was referred the message of his 
Excellency the Governor, relative to the incorporation of the 
officers of the late Navy of Texas into that of the United States, 
have had the same under consideration, and heartily concur in 
opinion with his excellency, that “ifany class of our citizens were 
injured bythe consummation of annexation, it was that class 
which constituted our Navy ; inasmuchas they were thrown ont 
of the profession to which they had been educated, and disquali- 
fied for engaging in any other business. It will, also, be admitted 
‘that the Navy was astrong arm of public defence, and assisted 
in the establishment of the Government and the maintenance 
of our national honor.” l 

The committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the ac- 
companying Resolution, as an act of justice to the said.officers, 
and with the hope that those gallant men will receive the re- 
ward they are entitled te. 


. The report was read and laid upon thé table, to come up with 
the orders of the day. 


A Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to use 
their influence to procure the incorporation of the officers of the 
late Navy of'Texas into. the Navy. of the United States, was 
- read a first time. l 


Mr. Robertson moved a suspgnsion of the rule. 
Motien carried. i 


And the joint resolution read a second time. 
Mr. Willie moved to strike out the last section of the reso- 
lation. m 
Motion carried, 
-'Mr. Tankersley moved its engrossment. 
Motion garried.* °° 
' And the reselution was ordered to he engrossed. 


: 
aroraa kal 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following report : > F 


Ld 
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The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “ An 
act to legalize in part, and more particularly define the duties 
of certain Commissioners of Smith county, have considered the 
same, and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, 
entitled “An act, -supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to 
create the county of Smith, approved April 11th, 1846, and 
recommend that it be adopted as a.substitute for the original 


bill. © : 


The report was read, and the bill laid upon the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. : 


Ed 


—e 


- Mx. Tankersley. introduced a bill, to be entitled “ An act, te 
incorporate the Houston Mechanics’ Institute,” 
Bill read a first time. : 


Mr. Lyons introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the State of 
Texas, That the basis of representation shall be 2,000, of free 
white population ; and that no fraction shall be counted, un- 
less the same shall amount to fifteen hundred, which Shall en- - 
title the county or district to one additional representative, 


Resolution read. : 


Mr. Willie offered the followins resolution, as a substitute 
for that introduced by Mr. Lyons ; M 


Resolved, That it ‘is the opinion of the House, that, in the 
contemplated apportionment of representation. among the vari- 
ous counties of the State, the whole number of members of the 
House’ of Represeritatives should Wot exceed twenty-one ; and the 
select committee on the part of the House are hereby instructed - 
to adopt such a basis as will conform to the requirements of this 
resolution. - a i 


Resolution read. 
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Mr. Fields moved that both resoiutions be laid upon the ta- 
ble. 

The yeas and nays were called on the mene and stood ` 
thus: : 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lamar,Lott, Mil- 
ler of H., Moseley, Peas Perry, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, 
Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, "Taylor, Webb, Winkler 
and W hite—34. 

Nays —Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, ‘“Bourland, Burroughs, 
Caruiners, Eddy, Edwards, Lyons,. McNeill, Neal, Potter, 
Rains, Renfro, Robertson, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt, Walling, 
Wheeler, Willie and Wren—21. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Allen introduced abill to be entitled “An act to grant 
the- ‘privilege to the Supreme Court, to arrange the Docket, sO 
as to taxe up cases by Districts.” 

Bili reid a first time. 

Mr. Ailen also, introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to au- 
thorize a special tax to be collected in the county of Guada- . 
lupe.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Reagan introduced a bill to be entitled “An act for the 
beneti of the odcupant settlers in Mercer's and Peters’ Colo- 
nies.” 

Bil read a first time. 

Mr. Reagan also introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to 
provide f or the election of Representatives to the United States 
Congr rese.? ; i 

Bil reada Brst time. i 

Ar, Potter introduced a bill to be entitled 1 “An act to author- 
ize the corporate authorities of the several incorporated towns 
and cities in this State, to levy a tax.” 


Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Bryan introduced a bi ik to be entitled “ An act for the 
benefit of booksellers.” 


Bill read a first time. 


t 
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Mr. Stout introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs take into con- 
sideration, the propriety of the passage of a law establishing a 
system of Patrols; and that they report to this House bygebill or 
otherwise, at as early a day as penpiicable, 


Resolution read, and rejected. 


Mr. Davis of R., introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to 
incorporate the town of Springfield.” 

Bill read a first time. 

“ñir. Truitt introduced a bill to be entitled < ° An act to legal- 
ize the floating of land certificates in certain cases.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Gilliam moved to take up the two bills which were in- 
troduced by Mr. Moseley, on yester day, and not read, 

Motion ‘carried. 

A bill to be entitled “An aet to Provide ad the support, main- 
tenance and education of bastards.” 

Bill-read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to prescribe the manner of le- 
gitimating illegitimate children,” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Fields moved the rejection of the bill, 

Motion lost, 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill te be entitled “An act,to re- 
gulate Ferries.” . 


Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitled “ me act fo require 
the Judges of the District Courts to exchange Districts.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Bryan moved to place among the orders of the day La 
bill providing for the establishment of Public Schools.” 

Motion carried. 


Mr. Rayner moved that the orders of the day be taken up. 
_ Motion carried. 


a 


wi 


_Mr. Robertson, by leave, introduced the following resolu- 
tion: : 
22 
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Resolved, That-the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
fice be, and he is hereby, requested to report to the House of 
Representatives the nimber and size. of-all Spanish grants, or. 
other evidence of rigb, if any, to lands; and, also, a descrip- 

-tiomof all books or papers purporting to the archives that have- 
been filed in the General Land Ojfice; since the, annexation of 
Texas to the United States; and that he be requested to speci- 
fy,as nearly as his means of information will allow, what por- 
tion of said grants, or evidences of right, or books and papers 
purporting to be archives, have been brought from the govern- 
ment of Mexico; and by who any of the above named docu- 
ments may have been filed, specifying the date of the filing of 
each ; and that said Commissioner of the General Land Office 
be requested report, at the earliest practicable period. j 


Resolution read and adopted. 


Mr. Taylor introduced. a bill to be entitled “ An act making 
appropriations for the support of the government for the years 
1848 and 1849,” l : 

Bill read a frst time. gen 

A bill to be entitled “ Àn act to regulate mills ánd millers,” 
was taken up. ; ; 

Mr. Miller of H., moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on Siate Affairs. : 

Motion carried, and reference made, gi A 

A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the Union Marine, 
and Fire Insurance Company” was taken up, together with the 
amendments-from the Senate. 

Amendments concurred ih. 

A bill to be entitled “An act fixing the seat of justice of New- 
ton county,” was read a second time. ` 

Mr. Eddy moved that the bill be engrossed, 

Motion carried. _ ° 

And the bill orderedto be engrossed. aC 22 

A billto be entitled “An act for the relief of persons who had 
their property taken off and destroyed by the Mexican govern- 
meni,” during the Revolution, with the amendments offered by 
the committee on Federal Relations, were read, and the amend: 
ments adopted. f l 

‘Mr, Caruthers moved to lay the bill upon the table. ° 

Motion lost. 


` -889 


On motion of-Mi¥Cruteher, 

The bill was passed to a third e 3 

A bill to be entitled “ An‘act to ptovide for i issuing patents 
on certificates that have been conditionally recoinmended, F 
‘was read a second time. 

- Mr. Stout moved that the bill pe referred to the committee on 

Publie Lands. 

* “Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled” Anact toincerporate the city of Lavaca,” 
was, «# 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Read a second time by its caption, 

And referred to the comntittée on the Fadiciary. 

A * joint resolùtion for the relief of Ford & Cronican,” was 
read a second time. 

Mr. Haynie moved to amend the joint resolution by insert- 
ing the words—*to take effect from and after its passage,” 

Motion carried. * 

Mr. Fields moved that the word f extra,” be stricken out. 

‘Motion carried. 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the joint resolution.be referred 
to the Judiciary committee. 

Motion carried, and reference made, 

A bill to be entitled “An act to regulate the license and prac- 
tice of attorneys and counsellors at law,” was*read a first time. 

‘A bill to be entitled ‘An act to legitimate a certain child,” 
was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Fields, 

Passed to a third reading. 
_, A bill to be entitled “ An act, to repeal an act, to’ ‘provide for 
issuing patents toassigness, &c., approved. May the 12th, 1846,” 
was read a second time. 

Mr. Dooley moved that thé bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

‘Motion carried, and reference made. 

A. bill to be entitled “An ‘act to make R. E. Miller the law- 
ful heir of Solomon Miller,’ was read a second time, ‘and 


On motion of Mr. Edwards, 
Passed to a third reading. 


A bill to be entitled “An act to prohibit- aoe recovery of money 
lost or won on any bet or, wager,” was read a second time. 


4 
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Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be-referred to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs. g 5 

Motion carried, and reference made. . 

A bill to be entitled “An act requiring certain land titles to 
be recorded,” together with a substitute for the bill offered by 
the committee on the Judiciary, were read, and the substitute - 
adopted. i 

Mr. Reagan moved to strike out the word “two” befofe 
“years” in the third section of the bill, and insert “ ane.” 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Bryan moved that the bil! be laid upon the table. 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled an act, to amend an act, to- provide for 
the transfer of records of administrators from old to new coun- 
ties, approved May 12th, 1846,” was read a second time. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
‘on the Judiciary. ms 


Motion -carried and reference matte. 


A bill to be Entitled “An Act to exempt from taxation, prop- 
erty designed and used for religious worship,” tegether with 
the amendments proposed by the committee on Finance, were 
taken up, and read, and the amendments adopted. 


Mr. Pease moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Motion carried, and the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to change the name of R. F. 

Cypert, to R. F. Miller, was 

Read a third time and passed. š 
_A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Hays;” 
Read a second time. 

Mr. Allen moved the engrossment of the bill. 


Motion carried, and the 


Bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Caldwell} , 
Read a second time. 


Mr. Haynie moved to fill ‘the blank with the word “Caldwell :” - 


Motion carried. , 

Mr. Haynie, then moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Motion carried, and the 

Bill ordered to ‘be engrossed, 

A. bill to be entitled “An Act to establish a State Peniten- 
tiary,” was 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

Read a first time by its caption. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the election of - 
members of Congress,and members of the State Legislature, 
and Governor and Lient. Governor,” together’ with a substitute 

«for two bills offered by the committee, were taken up and read, 
and the substitute adopted. * 


Mr. Davis of R., moved the isa of the i 
Motion carried, aiid the 
Bill ordered to be engrossed. 


å “Joint Resolution authorising the Adjutant General to 
issue a land warrant to Elijah D. Holland,’ was 
Read a third time and’ passed. 


A “Joint Resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Adolphus Sterne, 
assignee of Maria Josefa Sanchez,” was > 

Read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act more clearly defining fhe mari- 
tal rights of community property,” was 

Read a second time. i 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 


x 


Motion carried and reference made. 


owes 
’ ` 


A bill to'be entitled “An Act for the relief of John Keiser,” was 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Bouriand moved the engrossment of the bill. 
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_Motion carried, and. the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act regulating elections ;” together 
with the amendments offered by the committee on “Privileges 
and Elections; were taken up and read. 

Mr. Tankersley moved thot the bill and amendments ‘be laid 
on the table, to þe taken up as the special. order of the day on 

Monday next. 


Motion carried. 


À. bill to be entitled “An Act to amend an Act to regulate 
the license and practice of CRETS and counsellors at “law, 
was 

Read, asecond time. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried, and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Jeremiah Bow- 
ling,” was 

‘Read a second time. 

Mr. Neal moved the engrossment of the bill. 

_ Motion carried, and the 

“Bill ordered to be engrossed. - 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 3d section of an 
act concerning slaves: approved, February 5th, 1840,” was 
Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act requiring the transfer of én: 
nal causes of-action to new counties,” -was taken up, . 

Mr. Runnels moved that the bill be read a second, time by its 
caption and referréd to the corimittee on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried, and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 3d section, of an - 
act organizing the several counties of this State,” was 

Read a seco.id time. 

Mr. Allen moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 
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Motion carried ; and reference made, * 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the county boundaries. 
of Goliad county,” was ` 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bili to be entitled, “An Act to repeal the laws of the Repub- 
lic of Texas, creating i a Board of Medical Censors,” was 

Read a third time and passed. 


A. bill to be’entitled “An Act- to incorporate the German 
Texian Friendship Association at Galveston,” w was 
Read a third time. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Boyrland, Bryan, ` 
Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningltam, Davis ‘of Ray Dooley, 
Edwards, Epperson, ‘Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lyons, Miller of G., Miller of H., Moseley, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Robertson,” Shannon, 
Sterne, Stuart. "Tankersley, Truitt, Walling, Winkler, Willie. 
and Wren—38. 


Nays— Messrs. Pease, Rains, Reagan, Runnels, Shaw, Stout, 
Taylor and Wheeler —8. 


Bill passed. 


+ kd 


A Joint Resolution for the relief of Wm. Plucker, was 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Sterne moved that the Joint Resolution be referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 


© 


Motion carried and reference made. ` 


A “Joint Resolution i in behalf. of Edward A.. Weyman,” was 
Read a second time, 
Mr. Neal moved its engiossment. 


- Motion carried,’ and the. Joint Resolution ordered to be 
engrossed, . . 
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A “Joint, Resolution instructing ovr Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
~- procure the passage of a law for the benefit of the volunteer sol- 
diery of Texas,” was 

Read a’second time by its caption. l 

On motion, the Joint Resolution was referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act assenting to the purchase by the 
United States and ceding to the same ‘jurisdiction of certain 
lands in the State for certain purposes,” was 

Read a second time by its caption. 


On motion, the bill was referred to the committe on Federal 
Relations. " 


» 
À. bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the removal of 
the Land Office of the Robertson Land District from the town 
of Franklin to the town of Springfield,” was 


Read a second time by its caption. 


On motion, the bill was referred to the committee on the 
. Land Office. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to organize the militia of the 
’ county of Newton,” was f i : 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Potter moved.that the bill be laid on the table. 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the crime of rape,” was 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. ; 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the Ist section of an 
act regulating the sale of runaway Slaves,” was 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, ` 

Rezd a second time by its caption. ; 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 2 


\ 


= 
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Motion carried and reference made. 


A “Joint Resolution for the relief of J. Harris Catlin,” was 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

Read a second time by its caption. e 

Mr. Rayner moved that the Joint Renoko be referred to 
the committee oñ Finance, 


Motion carried and TO made. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to declare the meaning ofan 
act regulating the transfer of property in which the wife has 
an interest,” was 

On motion of Mr, Moseley, 

Read a second time by its caption. i 

Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Motion carried and reference made. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the pilowmg report: 


- 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act to ` 
suthorise the County Court of Red River County to have 
the récord books, A, B, and C, of deeds, mortgages, and 
-~ other instruments of writing now, ¿ethet “office of the 
clerk of said county, trangeribedy” Also, “An Act sup- 
plementary to An Ae@{6" organize the county of Upshur,” 
and find the saine correctly engrossed; and, having-been signed 
by the-Speaker-8f the House of Representatives and the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, they were this day presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governor, for his approval. =, 


Repọrt read aid received. ` We 


A bill to be entitled “An Act prescribing the proof necessary 
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for the heirs or representatives of those who fell under the éom- 
mand of Col. Travis, Grant, Johnson and Fannin, to obtain 
their headright certificates,” ‘together with the amendments to 
the bill offerred by the Senate, were taken up, and 

Read.and the amendments concurred in. 


A bill -to be entitled “An Act to suppress banking,” together 
with the amendments proposed by the-committée on the Judi- 
ciary, were taken up, read and the amendments of the com- 
mittee adopted. 


Mr. Willie moved to strike out the 2d section of the bill. 


Mr. Pease moved that the bill be made the special order of the 
day for to-morrow.+ 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act requiring owners and renters 
of cotton gins to keep the same enclosed,” was. © 
_ Read a second time. 


Mr. Taylor moved that bill be laid upon the table, until the 
ist of July, next. 


+ 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Epperson moved that ihe bill be laid upon the table, and 
made the special order of the day for Monday, next. 


Motion carried. - 


A “Joint Resolution’ authorising. the Governor to. subscribe 
for three hundred copies of the Reports of. the Deriigas of the 
Supreme Court,” was 2 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act relative to J niet? of the 


Supreme Court,” was 3 
Read a first time. ; 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 11th section, eel 
An Act to a the Brazos Canal Company,” was 
taken up. 


~~ 
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Mr..Moseley moved that the bill be read by its caption. 

Motion “lost, and the bilk `, ; 

Read a ‘fist time. ' 
` À bill to be*entitled “an act,to ascertain who may bė the 
fathers. of bastard ‘children;” 

Was taken up; and . 

On motion of ME ‘Gilliam, 

Read a second time by its caption. 

Mr. Gilliam moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the judiciary. 

Motion, carried, and 

Reference made, `, 

A bill to be entitled “an act making appropriation: for the 
pro rata pay of E. W. Moore, Post Captain of the late Navy. 
of Texas;” 

Was taken up, ‘and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the bill.be referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. 7 

Motion carried; and : 

Reference made. © 

A bill relative to Van Zandt and Kaufman counties; 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Sterne moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Motion carried. 

On motion, the House adjourned until 10 o ‘clack, to-morrow, 
morning. 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Jan. 22, 1848. 


-The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 


* 


roughs,Bryan, Caruthers,Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis 
of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Loit, Lyons, 
Mitler of C., Miller of H., McCown, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, 
Webb, Walling, Wheeler, White, Willie and. Wren. 


A quorum being present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted: 


Mr. Walling presented the petition and a bill for the relief’ 
of Horace L. Upshur. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

The petition and bill, were referred to the committee on 
claims and accounts, without reading. l - 

Mr. Bogart presented the‘petition of. sundry citizens of the 
county of Dallas. . 

Mr. Lott moved that the petition be referred to the commit- 
tee on county boundaries, without reading. 


Motion carried, and 
Reference made. 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs, 
made the following report: 


The committee on State affairs to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act to provide for the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the State of Texas, in the year 1848;” have 
had the same under consideration; and I am instructed by a 
majority of said committee to report the same back -to the - 
House, with the accompanying amendments; and to recom- 
_ mend that the bill when amended as the committee advise, be 
passed. 

Report read and received; and 

The bill laid upon the table to come up among the orders of 
the day. 


— 


Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
made the following report: 
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The committee on military-affairs, to whom was referred | 
the petition of Nathaniel R. Mallon, and others, praying this _ 
honorable body to grant them compensatian for military ser- 
vices, rendered the late Republic of Texas, have had the same 
under consideration, and for the want of proper evidence in- 
struct me to recommend that the petition be Iaid upon the 
table. 


Report adopted. 


+ 


Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on military affairs, 
made the following report: i 


The committee on military affairs, to whom was referred 
the “joint resolution in relation to the sale of a portion of the 
public domain, and the establishment of Military posts from 
Fort, Washita to Passo del Norte, on the Rio Grande,” have 
had the same under consideration, and instruet me to make 
the following report: ” 

Strike out all after the caption, and insert the accompany- 
ing resolutions as a substitute, and recommend their passage. 

Report read and received; - 

And the substitute laid on the table, 

To come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Caruthers, one of the committee on county boundariesr 
made the following report: : . 


The committee on county boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled “an act to reduce to a constitutional size, 
define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county seat 
of Henderson county;” have had the same under consideration; 
and have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
and recommend its passage. 


Report read and received; and 


The bill laid upon the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day- z 
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Mr. Reagan moved to take from the table, and place z among 
the orders of the day, “a bill to create and organize the coun 
ty of Kaufman.” 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Moseley introduced a bill concerning real actions. 
Bill read a first time. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills and joint resolu 
tions, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize and require the 
Secretary of State, to cause all the unbound enrolléd acts and 
joint resolutions of the late Republic of Texas; and of the first 
Legislature of the State of Texas, to be substantially: Pound 
for preservation in his office? 

- A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of the heirs of 
Isaac Van Zandt, dec’d.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the Treasurer and 
Comptroller, to pay. over and deliver to A. Northington, as- 
signee of the heirs of Caleb Kemp, the money and papers de 
posited with them, by W.J. Manerd,administrator of G. Kemp, 
dec’d.” 

A “joint resolution, requiring the Attorney General to inves 
tigate the condition of the title to the varidus islands within 
the limits of Texas; and, if it be expedient, to cause legal pro 
ceédings to be instituted against persons claiming the same, 
adversely to the State;” and 

A. “joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
procure the passage of a law to “compel the Judge of the Dis- , 
trict Court of the United States, for, the District of Texas, to 
reside permanently within his district.” 


Mr. Keenan ini roduced a bill to incorporate the Berkley 
Academy of the county of Montgomery. 

Bill read a first time. 

ar Walling introduced a Bul, a imposing a tax on certain 
lan 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Winkler introduced a bill to suspend the further intro- 
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duction of: emigrants into’ the colonies, under contracts made 
with the Presidents of the late Republic of Texas. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy moved to take from the -table, 4nd place among 
the orders of the day, “a bill to organize the militia of Newton 
county.” 

Motion carried. 

` Mr. Lott asked leave to withdrew: the petition of Ann Ter- 
rell. 

Leave was granted. 

On motion of Mr, Alten, 


The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill to suppress banking; reported by the conimittee’on 
the, judiciary; 


Was taken ‘up and read. 
Mr. Willie moved to strike gat the 2d Kaa of tke ‘bill. 


The yeas and nays were called on Mr. Willie’s motion, and 
stood as follows: 


'Yeas—Meisrs. Bourland, gind: ‘Dooley, Epperson, Hay- 
nie, Lyons, Potter, Stuart, “White, ‘Willie and Wren.—11. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, - Bogart, Bur: 
troughs, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of Lu 
Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, La- 
mar, Lott, "Miller of ‘C, Miller of *H., Moseley, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Railey, 
Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, 
‘Webb, Walling, ‘Winkler and Whieeler—41.. 


Motion lost. £ 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be E 
Mr. Davis of Robertson, moved to affix the following amend- 
_ ments to the end of the last section of the bill: 


“And that this act take effect from and after the first day of 
March next.” 
we 


“Motion lost 


Mr. Dooley offered the following améridiment to'tlie bill: 
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Strike out the 2d section, and insert the following asa , sūb- 
stitute therefor: 


“Sec. 2d. Beit enacted, That every holder of a baik bill, 
or note, in this State, shall be entitled to recover, by legal 
process against the person, persons or company, issuing or 
giving currency to the same, fifty per centum, in addi- 
tion tothe nominal value of such bank bill, or note.” i 


Amendment rejected, 


Question: Shall the bill now der consideration, be en- 
grossed. 

The question was decided in the affirmative by the House, 
and the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Crump moved to take up the bill from the Senate for 
the relief of Andrew Northington. 

Motion carried; and the 

“Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Crump moved that the rule, requiring bills to be read 
three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried; and the: 

' Bul read a second time. 

Mr.. Haynie moved that the bill be passed to a third rcal: 
ing. . 

“Motion carried. i 

Mr. Crump moved that the mie be farther suspended, and 
that the bill be read a third time. 

Motion carried; and the 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to organize the militia of New- 
ton county,” together with the report of the committee on mil- 
itary affairs, 

Were taken up. < 

Mr. Eddy moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Motion carried; and the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to locate permanently the seat 
of justice of the county of De Witt;” 


Was taken up, and read. 


4 
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Mr. McNeill moved that a call ofthe House be made. 
a rollavas called; and a quorum found to be present, > 
Mr. Rayner asked that Mr. Runnels’ absence be excused, on 
eon oi the indisposition of that gentleman. ` 
The non-attendance of Mr. Runnels was excused. 


Mr. Willie moved that Mr. Roborison and Mr. Keenan be 
excused from the call. 


$ 


Motion carried, 
Mr. Sterne moved that Mr. Lott be excused from the call. 


Motion carried. , 
Mr. Dooley moved that Mr. Lewis be excused ‘from the call 
on account of the andippestion of that gentleman, 


+ 


Motion carried, ; 
Mr. Neill moved that the call of the House be suspended. 
Motion carried. 


Mr. Allen moved that the bill be engrossed. 
Mr. Willie moved to strike out the 5th section‘of the bill. 


. Motioncarried and the 5th séction stricken out. ‘ 

Ouse the bill now. under ‘consideration of the 
House be engrossed? 

The House decided in the affirmative, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed, 

A bill tu be entitled “an act creating the county of Medina” 
Was taken up and tead. z 

ivr. Dooley moved the engrossment of the bill. 

M. xion carried and the bill ordered to be engrossed. — 

A billecatled “an ac: to create the county ‘of Perdenalis,” 
Was Sakon uy and read. 

Me. Dow mor a to amend the bill as follows: © .. 

ME Re da ae ae Perdenalis wherever it occurs in the 
DI a atu TERNS tapie,” , 


t? 
w te 


& 
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Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Dooley then moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Motion carried and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to crea‘e the county of of Kaut 
man,” together with the amendments reported by the commit. 
tee on county boundaries, ware taken up. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of ihe passage of the follo:.ing bills by that body. 

A bill to be entitled “an act allowing to incorporate the 
town of Bonham in the county of Fannin,” and 

A bill to be entitled “an act allowing discretion to the Judg- 
es of the Supreme Court in the order of trying causes.” 

Question—Shall the amendment of thé*eommittee inserting 
“Van Zandt,’ instead of “Kaufman,” in the bill now under 
consideration of thé House be'adopted? 

_Amendment rejected. 
~ Mr. Cunningham moved that the House adjourn until 10 o- 
clock, Monday morning. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Haynie moved that the bill be read by its caption. 

Motion carried, and the bill read a second time by its cap- 
tion. * 

Mr. Reagan moved the engressment of the bill, ` 

Motion carried and ihe bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion o; Mr. Gidliam, 

The bill irom the Sena:e allowing discretion tothe Judges 
ofthe Supreme Cour t, ia the order of tr ying causes, was taken 
up, and : 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Gillam moved that the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three seveial days be suspended. 

Motion carried and the bill read a second time. 

Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried; and reference made. 
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. A bill to be-entitled “an act to create the sae of: ee 
bain was taken up. 2 

On motion of Me. Bogart, 

. Thebill was read a second time by its caption and ‘passed to 
a a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Houston: Me- 
chanic’s Instituie, was taken up. ’ 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption. 

Mr. Tankersley then moved that. the bill be referred to the 
ommitiée on the Judiciary, 

Motion carried and reference- made. 

‘A bill to’be entizled “an act to grant the privilege to the Su- 
preme Court, to @®@ange the Docket so as to take up: ips caus- 
es therein, by Districts Was taken up. 

. On motion of Mr, Epperson, 

The bill was read a second time belt its caption. ` 

Mr. Epperson then moved that the bill” ‘be reierned. to the 
committee on the Judiciary.: ` 

Motion carried and reference made. 

A bill to be entisled “añ act to authorize a special tax to be 
collected in the county of Guadalupe,” was taken ape 

On motion of M:r. Crutcher, 

The bill wasead a s-cond time by ifs caption. 

Mr. S uart:moved tha: the: bill.be bateki ed to the committee 

an the Judiciary, - : 

Motion carried and reference made. — 

Mr. Willie moved.to adjourn untithalf: “past 9 o'clock, -Mon- 
day morning. 

- Motion lost. 

“A-bill to be entitled “an act: for the henefit of pecugant set- 
tlers in Mercerand-Peter’s Colony.” was taken upand read a 
‘second time. 

Mr. ratcher moved tat the bill bé referred to the commit- 
on Pablie. Lands. . 

“Motion cairied and refi r-nce made. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the Ist section ofan 

- act to provide for the election of Representatives to the Con- 
a ofthe United States,” was taken up. 
r. Reagan moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs. ` 
Motion lost. 


~~ 


Mr. Winkler moved that it be referred to the committee on 
Privileges and Elections. 

Motion carried and reference made. P reo 

A bill to be-enititled “an act to authorize the corporate au. 
thorities of the several incorporated towns and cities in this 
State to levy and collect a direct tax,” was taken up, and read 
a second time- 

Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be refered:to the’ com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Motion carried and refererice made. 

A bill to be entitled “an, act for the benefit of book sellers," 
was taken up and read a second time. 

‘Mr. Bryan moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
or Education.. Ba 

Motion carried and reference made. 

A bill te be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of 
Springfield,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The bill was read a second-time’by its caption. 

Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 

tee on the Judiciary. 

Motionearried and reference_made. 

Mr. Moseley asked leave to introduce a bill. 

The House refused tọ grànt the leave requested.. 

A bill to be entitled “an. act to legalize the floating of. land 
certificates in certain cases, ’ Was taken up and-read a second 
time. ‘ 

Mr. McNeill moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Motion carried and reference made 

Mr. Davis of Liberty moved tbat the House adjourn until 
three quarters after 9 o’clock, on Monday morning. 

Motion lost. 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, 
The House adjourned until 100 'olock Monday morning. 
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House of Representatives, 
- Austin, Jan. 24; 1848. 


The House‘met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, - 


And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis, of 
L, Davis, of R., Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller, of C., Miller of 
H., Moseley, McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tansersley, Taylor, Truitt, Walling 
: Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren. E 


A quorum being. present, 


The Journal of Saturday the 22nd inst, ‘was read and adop- 
ted. 


Mr. Burroughs asked that Mr. Webb be excused from an- 
swering to the callof his name, on account ofthe indisposition 
of that gentleman. , i i 


Excuse received. 


Mr. Willie presented the petition of the County Court of 
Washington county. 

Petition read. i , 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 
- The petition was referred to the commmittee on Roads and 
Highways. 

Mr. Robertson presented the petition of Ann Holmes, widow 
of James L. Holmes, deceased. 

Mr, Robertson then-moved that the petitition be refered to - 
the commiiteé on Public Lands, without reading. 

Motion carried and reference made. —- : 

Mr. Allen presented ‘the petition of Jasper L. Gilbert. 


i 
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On motion of Mr. Allen,” 

The petition was referred to the committee on Public Lands 
without reading. ' l 

Mr. Rayner presented the petition’of Wm. F. Jackson: 

Petition read. : 3, À he 

Mr. Moseley moved that the petition be-referfed:to the com- 


mittee on Claims and Account. i f 
Motion carried and'reiëfteñcemade. š <a 
z 
m n 


i e s * wor, $ i . + kale 
Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committeé. om Finance, ‘made? 
following report: 
The committee on Finance having examined : the petition off 
Charles Shearn andthe accompanying documents, have. in- 
structed me to report the bill herewith submitted-for his-re/ 
lief. i 
Report received and bill read a first time, 


eoram 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on contingent expen- 
ses; made the following report. : 


The committee on Contingent Expenses have examined the: 
account of Messrs. Johnson & Hamilton, of (#48 19) forty 
eight dollars and nineteen cents, for envelope and .engrossifig 
paper, and paper folders for the use.of both Houses of the 
Legislature; and finding the same correct, recommend that 
it be” paid out of the fund appropriated to.defray the~ con- 
tingent expenses of the Legislature: j A 

Report received and laid upon the. table to-come up. with 
the orders of the day. ae 


© 


my 
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A message was received from the Senste, informing the. 
House. of the passage by that body, of a bill, which originated in 
the House of Representatives, to remove the disability of. mis, 
nority from William Stean, Jr,, so as to enable him to receive 
his portion of the estate of his deceased. parents, 
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Mr. Mosele by introduced a bill to be entitled “An act requir- 
ing the sheriffs and the clerks of the several: counties of this 
State, to keep their offices at the place of holding the courts in - 
each county.” 

Bill read a first time. * 

Mr. Moseley a also introduced a bill to be entitled an “ Act re- 
quiring the owners of, and claimants to lands, tohave their titles, 
mnoiments of titles, aad claims to lands recorded i in the coun- 
ties in which such lands are’situated.” 

Bill read*a first ime. . 

Mr. Bogart introduced a ‘bill to be entitled an act authorizing 
the holders of land certificates to have the same located i in more 
than two surveys.” P 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Cunningham introduced a hill to be entitled “An act to 
authorize Mr. Ptoddard to make an improved charter for Go- 
liad city.” 

Bill read a ‘first fimè, 

Mr. Miller, of H., introduced a | bill to be entitled “An act, to 
amend an act, entitled an act, to provide for the publication of 
the laws of this. State. approved May the 13th, 1846.” ’ 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Runnels introduced a bilt to be entitled “An act, sup- 
peany to an act in relation to Writs of Error, passed: A. 

‘18 16,” ; 

Bill read a first time. ` 

Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to pro- 
vide for the collection of taxes for the year 1846,” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Willie also introduced a bill to be entitled “ Ain ‘act to 
designate the officers and persons who are authorized to cele- - 
brate the rights of matrimony in this State.” 

Bill read a first time. ° 

Mr, „Eddy. introduced a bill to be entitled “An act for the 

emancipation of slaves.” 


Bill read a first time. 


„Mr. Eddy. also introduced a bill to be entitled “An act, of se- 
questéation.” 

On niotion of Mr. Potter; the bill was reada frst time by its 
caption, 


% t 


360 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, rè- 
ported as follows: f 


The committee, to whom was referred a “ Bill to be entitled 
amact conce:ning fraudulent and éonditional titles derived from 
the Governments of Spain, Mexico, Coahuila and Texas,” 
have had the same under’consideration. = 

The first section of the bill provides that where a suit has 
been or may be. brought. against any occupant of land, by.a 
person claiming under a title. derived from the Governments of 
Spain, Mexico, or Coahuila and Texas, the o¢cupant:shall be 
allowed, under the plea of not guilty or the general issua, to 
prove that said title was obtained by fraud and collusion be- 
tween the officer granting-~the title and the grantee or his as- 
signs. - ii 
The second section provides, that where suits have been or 

may be brought to recover lands under fities derived from 
Spain, Mexico or Coahuila and Texas, to which conditions 
aré attached, and the'defendant or occupant of the land sued 
fo, shall’ plead not guilty, or the general issue, the onus of 
proving ihe performance of such conditions as have not been 
cancelled or dispensed with by the governnient shall be upon 
the plaintiff. l 

The ‘third section provides, that, inall suits prosecuted under 
titles emanating from said Government, the defendant or occu- 

- pant shall be allowed under the plea of not guilty or the general 

issue, to prove any other fact material 10 invalidate the plain- | 
tiffs title, and to sustain the claim of the State or any other 
person to the land in controversy. . 
. The fourth section provides that, if upon the trial of such 
causes, the jury shall be satisfied, that the title of the plaintiff 
was obtained by any of the practices set forth in the first-sec- 
tion, or that the conditions attached to the plaintiffs titles have 
not been complied with, or cancelled, or dispensed with by the 
Government, or that the titles of the land is properly in‘ the 
State for any other cause, they shall find a verdict for the de- 
fendant. 

This bill proposes important changes in the practice and 
rules of evidence that hd.e heretofore prevailed in Courts ‘of 
this State; it allows individuals to exercise for their own bene- 
fit, some of the highest rights and preogatives of the Govern- 
ment. It has been considered that the right to enquire whe- 
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ther a grant tò land was obtained ‘from’ the Governimént by 
fraud, or whether such grant was void- for non-performance of . 
conditions attached to it, was a right that belonged aione tothe 
Government, and that it should be exercised for the benefit-of 
the whole people. Iftitles do exist, derived from the Govern- 
ments that have heretofore exercised jurisdiction over the coun- 
try, which are void, or'can be avoided for any of the’causes 
named, in the first aud second sections of this bill; and it is 
thought expedientat this time that proceedings should be insti- 
tuted for ihe purpose of having such titles set aside, a majority. 
of the committee are of opinion that such proceeding should: be 
under the control of the Government, and that all lands that 
máy- accrue to the oe from such proceeding should “be set 
apart as a fund for the payment of our Revolutionary debt, or ` 
jor some other object in which. the whole people of the State 
have an in‘erest. 

The third section of the bill seems to be intended mainly to 
allow an issue to be made and tried between individuals, 
whether one of them has forfeited his rights to land under the 
Eighth Section of the Gereral Provisions of- the Constitution 
of the Republic of Texas. The right to forfeit the property of 
those who adhere to the unsecssful party in civil revoltitions is - 
one that has seldom been exercised in m. dern times. Our 
own Government has hitherto refrained from taking any steps | 
toascertain what lands have been forfeited under this provis- 
ion of the Constitution, while her necessities were the greatest, 
and it would be impolitic and unjust to the people of the State 
now to allow individuals ‘to exercise this prerogative of the 
Government for their own benefit. A majority of the commit- 
teebelieve the bill to be objectionable in many othe respects, 
and they have directed me to r-port the vill to the House, and 
recommend that it be laid on the table. 


a Report and bili received, to come up with the orders of the 
ay. a : g , 
E. M. PEASE, Chairman. 


i 


i woe y 3 


ar P 
Mr. Cunningham; one of the commitee on the-Juuiciary; on . 
the part of the minority of said committee, reported as ‘ollows: 
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The undersigned members of the committee on the Judici- 
ary, to which was referrei“A bill to be entitled an act concern- 
ing fraudulent land titles derived from Spain, Mexico, and 
Co.huila and Texas, differing in opinion with a majority of 
said committee, beg leave to make the’ following report in re- 
gard to said bill :— . 

The undersigned are of opinion that there is no provision 
in the bill which conflicts in any respect with either the Consti- 
tution ofthe United States or the State.of Texas; that.it does 


not operate upon the vested rights of any person, but it is in its 


character purely remedial. | 

It is well known to all who .have any acquaintance with the 
legislative and domestic history of Coabuila and Texas, and of 
the Republic of Texas, that the public domain lying within the 
present limits ofthe State of Texas has been the subject of stu- 
pendous schemes of f.aud, the object of which was to make the 
different colonization laws, which in them-e ves were whole- 
some and beneficient, the means of fattenidg the unscrupulous 
and_greédy speculator: these schemes h .d their origin ear‘y in 
the history of the legislation.of the State of Coahuila and Tex- 
as, and are even now, it is believed, in operation. 


As an evidence of the existence of these fraudulent practices, 


under the government of Coahuila and Texas, the Hon. House 
is referred to an.act of the General Congress of Mexico, passed 
in September, 1835, and to the Constitution of thé Republic of 
Texas—LOth Section of the Gen ral Provisions. 


Independent of these solemn charges of fraudulent practices 


on the public domain, there is abundant evidence to prove taat 
many -bundreds of leagues of land were fraudulently procured 
from the agents of the Government of that “tate. 

Ther- is also -a good reason to believe that many'surveys 
were made after the Declaration of Independence of the Repub- 
lic, and in direct cont avention of the Constitation of the Re- 
public; and that many titles were issued fraudulently, after that 
date, and are even now being issued by Commissioners, under 
the authority from the State of Coahuila and Texas, Learing 
date anterior to the declaration of independen-e. 

These fraudulent acts make their appearance in our courts, 
clothed with all the authority and sanctity ofan act authorized 
by law. But whatever might have been said in relation to the 


unimpeachable character of these acts, it is presuined that since. 


the solemn declaration of the Convention of 1836, in regard to 
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these. frauds, and its endorsement by the people themselves, and . 
since the repeated «cts of Congress, and of the last and present’ 


Legislature,.in regard to ‘fraudulent certificates. no objection 


* 


can be raised to the present bill on the ground of its unconstitu- . 


tionality by this Leg.slature. 
For if we examine the statutes of the republic and. the State, 
we will find‘in the acts of every session since the year 1840, 


` some act having for its object the destruction ofthe frauds com- . 


mitt d ọm the public domain since the year 1836. We will 
find that the most stringent measures have been resorted to, to 
reme.ly the evil. f M 

The claims originating in fraudulent certificates have been 
struck dead, in whatever condition, or in whosever bands they 
may have been fonnd at the passage of the act of 1840, Many 
claims good abd honestin their origin and character, have been 
destroyed by the de-perate remedy applied to eradicate the 


evil; and sir, it- was but yesterday that. the committee on the > 


Judiciary unanimously. reported’a,bill, thé object of which was ' 


to destroy. the last syark of v tality remaining in the already 
lif less corpses of the fraudulent certificates, by forbidding pro- 
cess to issue upon any claim founded upon. them from any 
Court. i . 

The undersigned can see no reason why such vigorous 


means should be used against one set of fraudulent claims, 


whilst others of a characier equally corrupt in their origin, 
equally ruinous and extensive in-their operation should not 
only “go unwhipped of justice,” but should be cloaked from 
judicial investigation. | : 

The bill naw before: the House asks no “Traveling Board of 
Commissioners” to act ón exparte-evidence—it annuls. no act, 
of an officer authorized to issue t tles—it forbids no‘process to 
issue uponany claim: but asks the privilege for the honest occu- 
pant of the soil ta expose the fraudulent and void act of the land 


speculator who may wish to oust him from his. home, and the . 


undersigned confess, that after mature and intense reflection 
upon this subject, they can see no redson why one class of 
frauds should fine favor in the legislative halls, and another 
should be made the scapegoat to bear the sins ofall its kindred. 

The second and third sections of the bill are equally unex- 
cepionable and necessary dn the opinion of the undersigned— 
they divest no right: but affect only claims which already be- 


come worthless and void in the hands of the holder by. the laws- 


s 
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of the land, either from some act of omission on the part of the 
grantee, or by the performance of some act which by the Con- 
stitution of the Republic forfeits:all rights to lands which they 
have in the State. 

In regard to the former class of cases as well as to frau- 
dulent claims—The undersigned are of opinion that the bill un- 
der consideration is only declaratory of a right which existed 
under the laws of Spain and of Mexico, and which now exists 
under the laws of Texas. - The -object and design of Spain in 
granting and ceding her public domain, was to colonize the. 
vacant lands in the territory of her colonies, and to have them 
cultivated; the same system of policy was pursued. by Mexico 
up to the date of the Texas Revolution; as the best means of- 
arriving at this desidiratum concessions were made with con- 
ditions attached to them, upon the performance of which con- 
ditions the dominion of the land became absolute in the grantee. 
But by ‘the non-performance of the. conditions, the lands im- 
mediately reverted to the public domain, atid became subject to 
a like grant to another grantee. -> . 

The same general systeni was adopted by the State of Coa- 
huila and Texas, acting under authority of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment; besides the headright grants, a large number of oth- 
er and-lerger grants were made by the said government. itis 
true’Sir, that the government of the Republic of Texas can- 
celled the most of the conditions attached to headright claims; 
but upon the large grants the conditions remain in full foree 
and effect. : l 

The government of the Republie pursued the same system 
ofgranting conditional headrights, smaller in amount it is 
true, and with less onerous conditions; to wit, that of remain- 
ing in the country three years; now, where these conditions at- 
tached to any of these grants issued by any of the govern- 
ments which have had authority to alien or sell or issue 
titles to the same, have been complied with.—It is submitted 
that the grantees have ai absolute property, where they have 
not been complied with, the object of the grant has failed, aud 
the government isnow the owner of the land contained in said - 
grants. During this session of the Legislature the honorable 
judiciary committee have recommended ihe indefinite post- 
ponement of a bill which had for its object the removal of 
these conditions attached to the small headrights of three- 
hundred and twenty, and six hundred and forty acres; we have- 
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_thus Sir, held the settler and the soldier of the country strictly 

to the performance of the conditions of his petty grant, whilst 
the greedy speculaior of Texas, or an alien enemy, or for- 
eigner, who has purchased directly in coutravention of the 
Constitution of the Republic, holds his eleven league claims 
untramelled by any conditions whatever. Such, Sir, has been ` 
the policy of our laws as understood and de:ermined by more 
than one of our District courts; and these doctrines are held it 
is said, because legislation is necessary before these frauds 
and conditions are examinable in our courts of‘justice. 

Again, another class of cases which will be aifected by the 
bill before the House, are forfeitures under the Constiturion of 
the Republic; for aiding the enemy, or for retusiag, and leav- 
ing the country to avoid a participation in the war. It is 
urged against the claiming of these forfeitures, that the spirit 
of the age does not warrant us in punishing a party in a rev- 
olution, for political opinions or acts; the undersigned believe 
that sach acts should rarely be resorted to, but where the 
highest power in a state have made such a law, it must be 
presumed that the exigencies of the times rendered it in their 
opinion necessary, and the law should be carried into ef- 
fect; especially, when we consider that the State labors under 
a larger amount of debt than she is able to pay, contracted 
during her straggle for independence, and which she pledged 
her faith to discharge. The public debt consists of lands as 
well as money. ` l 

The undersigned believe that the State would be unjust not 
to claim all that may be dae it, while a cent oť these sacred 
debts are unpaid; and they further believe that the operation 
of the bill before the House would be to save thousands of 
leagues of land to the State, without the expenditure of one 
cent of money, by the State, and without doing injustice to any 
person, whilst it would tend greatly to the quieting of the 
titles of the settlers and occupants of the lands of the country, 
a result -which is certainly much to‘be desired. For these 
reasons the undersigned would recommend the passage of: 
the bill with amendments herewith submitted. 

Signed, A. S. CUNNINGHAM, 
PL JAMES ARMSTRONG, 
SAM. F. MO; ELEY, 
' B. H. EPPERSON, 
. °C. M, WINKLER, 
l JAMES GILLIAM+ 
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Received and laid on the table.to come up among the orders 


of the day. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, by, 
leave, made the following report: 


The committee on the jady: to whom was referred the 
petition of Sarah Ann Kelton; and also, a ‘bill to be entitled 
“an act to authorize Sarah Aun Kelton, wife cf Oliver P. Kel- 
ton, a lunatic, to make valid conveyances of her real estate, 
and negroes,” have had the said petition and bill under cone 
sideration. From infarmation communicated to the commit- 
tee, they are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioner should 
be granted; but they believe that the bill should be amended, 
by adding at the end thereof, the following proviso: 

“Provided, however, That if the said Oliver P. Kelton, shall 
at any time hereafter, become of sound mind. the said Sarah 
Ann Kelton shall'cease to have or exercise any authority 
hereby granted to her, from and after such time.” 

With “this amendment, the committee recommend the bill te 
the favorable consideration of the House. ‘ 


Report received, and the bill-laid upon the table to come up 
with the, creer of the day. 


et 


” 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the judiciry, also, , 

reported as follows: , . A 
R # 

The committee onthe judiciary, to whom was loned a 
bill-to be entitled “an act; authorizing the County, Court of 
Fort Bend county to levy an additional tax,” have.eonsider- 
ed the same, and a majority of the committee, not perceiving 
any objection to the bill, have instructed me to report the 
same to the House, 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


> 
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Mr. Potter introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved by ihz House of .Representat:ves, That the select 
committee appointed by this House, í on the 7th of this month, 
to examine taco, and report to this House, the condition 
ot the uthces of Compcroller and Treasurer of the State, 
&c, are hereby requested to report to. this House, on or belore 
the lst day of February next. 


The resolution was read. and i 
Ona motion of Mr. Gilliam, 
Laid upon the table. . 


M «. Goode introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to incor- 
pora.e the Republican Academy, in the town of Marshall. 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

The bill was read a first time by its caption. 

Mr. McCown introduced a bill to be éntitled “an act for the 
relief of Alvord Briggance.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a “joint resolution, authorizing and 
requiring the Comptroller of Poblic Accounts, to examine and 
settle ceriain accounts therein mentioned.” 

Joint resolution-read a first time. 


- 


Mr. Stout introduced the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the committee on county boundaries, en- 
puire into. and ascertain the number of square miles cantain- 
ed in each of the counties, created at the last session of the 
Legislature of th's State; and that they report to this House, 
as soon as praciicable.” , 


Resolution read and adopted. 


Mr. Caru‘hers moved that Mr. Stout be added to the com-* 


Mit.ee on county boundaries, 


Motion carried. 


M". Neal presented the proceedings of a public meeting of 
_ the citizens of Goliad county. 
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Mr. Neal moved that the document be referred to the com- 
rotttee on State affairs. 

Motion carried, and reference made. 

Mr. Neal introduced a bill to be entitled “an act for the 
punishment of illegal yoting; and for other purposes.” 

Bill read a first iime. 

Mr. Dooley moved that the petition of Nathaniel R. Mallon 
be taken from the table, and referred to the committee on mil- 
itary affairs. 


Motion carried, and _ 
Referrence made. 


Lanegan br 


On motion of Mr. Pease, 


The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 
A bill to be entitled “an act’ regulating elections,” together 
with the amendments, reported by the committee on privileges 
and elections; 
Were taken up, and the . 
7 Amendments adopted. 


À message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House ofthe passage of the following bilis, by that body: 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the sale of lots in 
the city of Austin, andon the tract adjoining.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act, to provide for vesting in the- 
State escheated property.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act forthe relief of the heirs of Pat- 
rick Reel.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Fire Company 
No. 1, city of Houston,” with an ‘amendment. 


Mr. Allen moved that the bill regulating elections be en- 
grossed. 
Mr. Rayner moved that the bill be read by sections. 


Motion carried. 


In the fourth section of the bill, Mr. Allen moved to strike 
out the word “may,” atid insert “shall.” 


“æ 
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Motion adopted. Yoh ale 


In the tenth section of the bill, Mr. Willie moved to strike 
out “four,” and insert “five.” 


Motion rejected. — 


In the tenth section of the bill, Mr. Davis of.R., moved to 
strike out the words “one. hour,” and insert “one hoit and-a- 
half.” ; 


we oa 


Motion rejected. 


Mr. Fields offered the following amendment, to the tenth 
section of the bill: 


“And shall be closed at four 6 Folock, p.m? 7 


x 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Willie offered the following as a substitute for the tenth 
section: 


“Szorion 10. The polls shall not be opéned before nine 
o'clock, a. m., and shall be closed at five o'clock, p: m.; and 
not more than omeadjournment.shall be had during the day, 
which shall not exceed one hour.” A 


Substitute rejected. 


Mr, Taylor moved to amend the tentlr. section’ of the bill as 
follows: 


“Shall not open before nine o'clock, a. m., and not élose Be- 
fore 5 o’clock, p. m.” 


Amendment rejected. 


‘Mr. Dooley proposed to atviend the tentli section, by insert- 
dng after the word “enacted,” . “that ‘all génetal‘and regalar 


24 on, 
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elections shall be held on the same day throughout the State; 
and shall continue but one day, the polls, &c.” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Tankersley offered the following as a substitute for the 
lith section: : ‘ 


Sscorion T1. The several clerks of elections shall keep a 
list of the names of all persons allowed by the judges to vote; 
and number each name on his list. And whenever any per- 
son offering to vote, is challenged, or any doubt arises, as to 
his right to vote, the clerks shall write on the ticket, or ballot 
ofsuch person, the number corresponding to the voter’s name 
on their lists; in order that, in case of a contest and enquiry it 
may be ascertained for whom such votes, if illegal, were 
given. But no person shall open, or examine the ticket, or 
ballot of any voter, until the polls are closed; nor shall any 
one then, or at any tihe be allowed’ to compare the list of 

-voters and ballots, so as to ascertain for whom any one voted, 
‘except in case of a contested election.” _ 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Tank- 
ersley’s substitute for the 11th section of the bill and stood as 
follows: < 


_ ¥eas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutch- 

_ et, Davis of L., Davis of R, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Gil 
liam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, „Lyons, Miller of C., Me ` 
Neil, Neal, Perry, Rains, Saddler, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, — 
Troit Walling Wheeler and White.—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Caruthers, 
Crump, Cunningham, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Miller ‘of H. 
Moseley, McCown, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Rai- 
ley, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Winkler and 
Willie —24. 


d 


Substitute adopted. 


Mr. Keenan offered to amend the 11th section as follows: 
_*And all votes when counted, shall be destroyed; except such 
ag are numbered, as doubtfal or illegal.” 
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_ Amendment rejected. 
Mr. Willie proposed to amend the bill by striking all out of 
the 11th section after the word “list” in the 4th line. 
. Mr. Crutcher moved a re-considetation of the vote of the 


_ House by which Mr. Tankersley’s substitute forthe lith sec- 
tion of the bill was-adopted. 


The yeas and nays were called on the motion of Mr, Cruch- 
er and stood as follows: 


. Y eas—Mesers. enke Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Caruthers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Epperson, 
‘Fields, Goode, Miler of H., Moseley, McCown,. Neal, Perry, 
Potter, Haynie, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runiiels, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Winkler, Willie and Wren 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs; Bryan, Davis of L., Davis of 
R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Gilliam, Hardeman, Keenan, Ly- 
ons, Miller of C., McNeill, ‘Pease, Rains, Saddler, Tankersley, 
Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Wheeler and White—22- 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Gilliam moved that the bill and amendments be laid on 
the table until to-morrow. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Davis of Liberty moved that the House adjourn until 
to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. MeNeill moved that the bill and amendments be laid 


upon the table until the day after to-morrow. 
-Motion carried. 
A bill to be entitled “an act to ineérporate the town of 


Montgomery,” 
Was taken up. 
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Mr. Carothers moved that the bill be read by its caption. 
Motion carried. 


Mr. Neal moved to adjourn intil to-morrow morning 9 o’- 
elock. i 


Ga 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Cunninghammoved that the bill for the incorporation 
of the town of Montgomery be referred 1 the committee on 
the Judiciary. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

Mr. Allen was added to the committee onthe Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled “an act relative to spécial Jadges of 
the Supreme Court,” was taken up and * 

- Read asecond time. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


= 


Mr. Allen moved thatthe House adjourn until a quarter 
‘past 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. : 


anon Jost. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act incorporating 
the Brazos Canal Company,” 


Was taken up. 
Mr. Carothers moved, that a call of the House be made. 


Motion carried. 


‘The call was made, and a quorum found to be present. 
On motion of Mr. McNeill, 
The call was suspended. 
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The bill under consideration of the House, was then, réad a 
second time. 


Mr. Stuart moved that the bili be referred to the committee 
on Internal Improvements. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to exclude fraudulent land eer- 
i from being evidence of title to land, &c., was-taken 


“Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Edwards moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
p. m. 

Motion lost. 


A bill to be entitled an “act to legitimate Beazeley Dugat, “ 
wastakenup. ~* * 


Read a third time andfpassed. 


A “joint resolution authorizing the Govérnhor to subscribe 
for 300 copies of the reported Decisions of the Supreme Court,” 
was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Epperson, | 

The joint resolution was read a second time by its caption. 

Mr. Epperson then moved that the resolution be referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried and reference made. 
A bill to be entitled “an act te amend the 3d section of an 


act to regulate the license and practice of Attorney's,” was ta- 
Ken up. 


On motion.of Mr. Epperson, 
The bill was read a second time by its rara: 


Mr. Epperson then moved that the bill be referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A “joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the 


General Land Office to issue a patent to the heirs of Wm. P. 
Nunn, deceased;” was taken up. 


Read a third time and passed. 


374 


` A dill to be entitled “an act tomake R. F. Miller the law- 
ful heir of Solomon Miller,” was taken up. 


Read a third time and passed. ~ : 
A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of those citizens 


who had their property taken off and destroyed by the Mexi- 
can Government during the revolution,” was taken up. 


Read a third time and passed. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report. 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act to provide for fixing the.seat of Justice of 
the county of Newton,” and find the same correctly engross- 


‘Report read and received. 


Mr. Miller of Houston moved that the House adjourn until 
to-morrow morning 9 o’clock. 


“etter 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills 
made the following report: 


The committee on enrolled bills have examined “an aet to 
ones the Union Marine and Fire Insurance Company,” 
and, l >` 

“An act defining the northern boundary line of Collin coun- 
ty,’ and find the sume correctly enrolled, and having been 
signed by the Speaker ofthe House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate, was this day presented to his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, for his approval. 


Report read and received. 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to establish a State Penitentia- 
ry,” was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Bogart, : 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


House of Representatives, 


Austin, January 25 th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bayrland, Bur- 
roughs, Crump,Crutcher, Carothers; Cunningham, Davis of L., 
Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gil- 
liam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lamar, Miller of 
C, Miller of H, Moseley, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw,Stout, Stuart, Tankersley.. 
Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and 


Wren. 

i A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
Mr. Willie moved to reconsider the vote passing the bill for 


the relief of those citizens who had their property destroyed 
aud taken off during the Texas Revolution. Ia 


Motion carried, 


Mr. Hardeman presented the petition of J ames Smith, 
-On motion of Mr. Hardeman, 
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The petition was referred to the committee on Finance swith. 
outreading. 

Mr. Goode presented the petition of the citizens of Panola 
county. 

. On motion, 

The petition was referred to the committee on county boun- 
daries, without reading. 

Mr. Winkler presented the petition of Elephas Spencer. 

Petition read, and 

On moticn, 

Referred to the committee. on State Affairs. 

Mr. Bourland presented the petition of the citizens of 
Mount Pleasant. 

On mation, 

The petition was referred to the committee on the Judicia- 
ry, without being read. 

Mr. Reagan presented the petition of the citizens of Chero- 
kee county. 

On motion, 

The petition was referred to the committee on county boun- 
daries, witheut being read. 

Mr. Shaw presented the petition of the citizens of Milam 
county: 

Which was read. 

Mr. Carothers moved that the petition be referred to the 
Toae on State Affairs. -~ 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body of a bill authorizing the 
Comptroller to sel] at public Auction the lots in the town of 
Austin and on the tract adjoining. . 

Bill returned to the Senate by request. 

Mr. Taylor presented the memorial of the Trustees of Mar- 
shall Cuniversity. - 

On motion, - 


The memorial was referred to the committee on Education, 
without reading: 


Mr. Pease, seas of the Judiciary committee, mae the 
following report: 


» 
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The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitied “An act to amend the twelfth section of the 
Act of Limitations, approved JFebruary the 5th, 1846,’ have 
examined said bills, and a majority of the committee are of 
opinion that the section proposed to be amended is already 
sufficiently explicit; and that the effect of the amendment would 
be, to leave a doubt upon the construction which has heretofore 
generally been given to said section. The committee, there- 
fore, have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
and recommend that it be laid upon the table. 


Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


x 


= 
et 


-Mr. Peasé, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report; 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “ An act requiring County Clerks to perform 
certain duties,” have examined the same: the bill requires 
County Clerks to transmit to the Attorney General, a list of all 
headright claims for lands in their respective counties, which 
were not reported as genuine, by the Local and Traveling 
Boards of Land Commissioners. The infotmation sought to be 
obtained by the bill, ean now be had by applicationto the Land 
Office, to which’said clerks have heretofore reported : the com- 


mittee can see no reason why they should again report to the - 
Attorney General. 


They therefore recommend that the bill be laid upon the table. 


Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported as follows: 


The committee ọn the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “ An act to amend the fourth section of an act to 
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x 
regulate the license and practice of Attorneys and Counsellors. 
at Law, approved May, the 12th, 1846,” have considered the 
same, and a majority of the committee have directed me to re- 
commend the bill to the favorable consideration of the House. 


2 


: a : ; x, 
Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


wae 


Mr. Pease, chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report : 


The committe on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “ An act to incorporate the town of Springfield,” 
have examined the same ; and not perceiving any objections to 
the bill, have directed me to report the same to the House for | 
its action. i " 

‘Report received, and the bill laid on the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


— 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was-referred the 
accompanying resolution, have examined the same; and not’ 
perceiving any objection to its passage, have directed me to 
report-the bill back to the Hoyse, without amendment. 


Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported as follows: : 


2 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an “Act to authorize a special tax to be collected 
in the county of Guadalupe,” have considered the same. The 
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taxis proposed to be applied, exclusively, to the building ofa 
County Jail; and the committee recommend the bill to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the House. , 


Report received, and bill laid on the table, ‘to come up with 


- the orders of the day. 


á 


— 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : l > 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill © 
to be entitled an “Act to amend the first, second and fourth sec- 
tions ofan Act, to regulate the license and practice of Attor- 
neys and Counsellors at Law, approved May the 12th, 1846,” 
hwe considered the same, and not perceiving any benefit to be 
derived from the proposed amendments, have directed me to 
report the bill back to the House, and recommend that it be 
laid upon the table. 


‘Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled “An act to prohibit the sale of powder, lead, 
or spirituous liquors, to Indians,’ have considered said bill; 
and a majority of the committee have directed me to report it 
back to the House, and recommend that it be laid upon the 
table. i ; i i 
Reportand bill received, to come up with the orders of the 


day. 


_ Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, made the following report: i i l 
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The committee on Federal relations, to whom was referred 
the bill to be entitled “An act, assenting to the purchase by the 
United States, and ceding to the same jurisdiction of certain 
lands in this State, for certain purposes,” have had the same 
under consideration; and, after having carefully examined the 
bill. have instructed me to report it back to the House, without 
amendment, and recommend the passage of the same. 

Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


The committes on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
« Jointresolution for the relief of William Plucker,’ have had 
the same under consideration, ahd have instructed me to repgrt 
the joint xesolution back to the House, and recommend its pas- 
sage. K 


Report received, and the resolution laid upon the table, to 
come up with the orders of the day. 


—— 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
_also reported as follows: ` 


"The committee on Public Lands have had under considera- 
tion a bill to be entitled “An act to legalize the floating of land 
certificates, in certain cases, and haye instructed me to report 
the same back to the House, and recommend that it be laid 
upon the table, and ask that-they be discharged from its further 


consideration. 
Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also made the following report: 


881 


The committee on Public’Lands have had under considera- 
ation a bill to be entitled “An act to provide for issuing patents 
on land certificates, which have been conditionally recommend- 
ed, and have instructed me to report the same, back to the 
House, and. recommend that it be laid upon the table, as the 
committee have not been sufficiently advised of the necessity: of 
_ legislative action upon the subject. The committee have also 

had under consideration the petitidn:of Timothy Carpenter, 
and have instructed me to report the same baek to the House, 
and recommend that it be laid upon the table. 


Report, bill and petition received, to come.up in their regular 
order. < . > 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the cominitfée on County Boun- 
dairies, made. the following report : 


The committee on County: Boundaries, to whom was réfer- 
red the petition of the citizens of Lavaca county, praying that 
their county seat be sustained: and, also, a petition from the citi- 
zens of the same county, praying that the location of their county 
seat be, by enactment, given to the people, have exainined the 
same, and beg leave to report, that, after examining the evidence 
brought before them, they. would respectfully. request—as the 
town of Petersburg is within two miles of the centre of said 
county, and has, by enactment ‘of the Legislature, been made 
the county seat thereof, that they be diseharged from the further 
‘consideration of the subject, believing that no legislation is ne- 
cessary in the premises. 

The committee have also examined a bill to. be entitled “ An 
` act to define the boundaries, ofComal county :” And a bill tabe 

entitled “An act creating the county of Wishita,’ and would re- 
spectfully recommend their passage. << % 


Report and bills received; to. come. up:in their regular order, 


On. motion. of: Mr. Willie,. 


. 
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Mr. Robertson was added to the committee on Roads and 
Public Highways. 

Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be entitled “An act appro- 
priating the fines and penalties accruing to the State, by all suits 
and prosecutions in which the State is plaintiff, to the payment of 
the juries and witnesess in the State causes; and clerks, and 
sheriffs, and the counties in which fines are assessed, forfeitures 
occur, or suits prosecuted to judgment, in favor of the State.” 

' Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Allen introduced a “ Joint resolution to revive the office 

of Auditor, as it existed under the late republic of Texas.” 


Joint resolution read a first time, 
Mr. Sterne introduced a bill to be entitled “An act, to amend 


an Act, entitled an ‘ Act, to incorporate the town of Nacogdo- 
ches,” and other towns, approved June the dth, 1837.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Runnels introduced a bill to be entitled “An act, to 
_ amend an “Act, to detect fraudulent land certificates, passed by 
the first Congress ol the Republic of Texas.” 

Billread a first time. 

Mr. Miller, of Houston, introduced a bill to be entitled “An 
-act, to amend an act, entitled an act, to regulate proceedings in 
the District Courts, approved May the 13th, 1846.” 

Bill read. a first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to be entitled “An act concern- 


ing cheats and swindlers,and offences against the public trade.” 
Bill read a first time. - 


© 


Mr. Sterne introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Education be instructed to 
enquire whether, notwithstanding certain towns in this State, 
have received special grants of land from the State of Coahuila 
and Texas, the counties in which the said towas*are situated, 
are not entitled in common with the other, counties, to thet 

` guantum of land, for purposes of Education, by the Constitu- 
tion and laws; and that they report hereon by bill or otherwise. 

Resolution read and adopted. 


Mr. Potter introduced a bill, to be entitled “An Act to amend 
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an act, entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of the 
State of Texas ;” approved, May 12, A. D. 1846. 


Bill read a first time. 


rT 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An Act for the relief of John Keiser ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An Act to fix*the time of holding elec- 
tions for the several State and county officers, and for Repre- 
sentatives to the U.S. Congress ;” 

A “Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States to use 
their influesce tq procure the incorporation of the officers of the . 
late Navy of ‘Texas into the Navy of the United States ;” 

A billto be entitled “An Act defining the Southern boundary 
line of Collin and Denton counties, and the Northern boundary 
line of Dallas and Henderson counties ;” - 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of the heirs -of 
Jeremiah Bowling :” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to exclude fraudulent land cer- 
tificates from being evidence of title to land, and to provide for 
the issuing of legal process upon the same ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to exempt certain property from 
taxation, designed and used for the purposes of religious wor- 
ship and of education ;” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report received. 

a . z 
Mr. Walling introduced the following resolution : 


4 


Be tt Resolved by this House, That the committee on Finance 
be instructed fo examine the 14th section—pages 351 and 52, of - 
the “Act to prescribe for the assessing and collecting of faxes ;” 
.approved, May 13, 1846, and see if the same should not be so 
altered and amended, as to read, “collected,” instead of as 
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“assessed;” as it is believed that the same would be better 
„understood, and that the per cent. is more than the State and 
county ought to pay: and, for this cause, this Resolution ig 
offered; and, thai the committee make Pepati of the same, 


Resolution adopted. 


“Mr. Willie moved to amend, so that the preamble may come 
frst, and the resolution after. 


Motion lost. 
On motion of Mr. Bogart; “ 


The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A bill tọ be entitled “An Act to incorporate Protection Fire 
Company, No. 1, city of Houston,” was taken up, together with 
an amendment from the Senate. 


Amendment read and adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to reduce to its constitutional 
size, define the boundariés, and permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county ;” together with the report of the 
committee ou County Boundaries, thereon, were taken up` 
and read. l 3 

Mr. Reagan moved the éngrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Stout moved to amend the bill, as follows: 

Strike ont, “320,” and insert, “1207 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out all that part of the section’ 


which authorises the commissioner to condemn land for the 
county site. ‘ A 


Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the bill now under duadenn of the 
House be engrossed ? 


The House decided i in the affizmative ‘and the: bill was ordered 
to be engrossed. 
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À bill to be enti led “An Act imposing a tax on certain lands,” . 
was taken up, and o - 
Read a second time. 
' "an 
Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 8 


-+ 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the State ‘of Texas in the year 1848,” was 
taken up, together with the amendments reported by the com- 


mittee on State Affairs. eee oe 


Amendments read and adopted. 


, & °, 
Mr. Pease offered the following amendment : 


Sec. 6. That the assessor and collector shall at the time they 
are taking the enumeration herein provided for. also ascertain 
the number of acres of land in cultivation-in their respective 
counties, and the crops in-which.the same is cultivated; and 
they shall make return of the sare in like manner as the census 
is herein required to be returned. mA _ 


bd 


Amendment adopted. * 


+ 


‘ Mr. Pease proposed the following as an. amendment: 


Alter the number of the sections so as that which is now the 
“6th,” shall be made the “7th.” oe oN A 


£ 
r 


Amendment adopted. : 


Mr. Pease moved further, to amend as follows = 


Amend the title so as to read, “An Act prescribing further. 
duties for Assessors and Collectors.” 


Amendment adopted. 


” 


Mr. Miller as H., offered the following as an amendment: 
5 
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Insert at the end of the 3d section the words, “which they 
may enumerate.” . m 


‘- 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Miller of H., also, proposed the following as an amend. 
ment : . i 


Strike out the word “Assessor,” and insert the words “Asses- 
_ ‘sors and Collectors of Taxes.” 


Amendment adopted, , i 


Mr. Gilliam offered a substitute for the bill and amendments. 


Substitute read and adopted. . 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body of a bill ‘which. originated 
in the House of Representatives, to be entitled “An Act to create 
the county of Webb,? with an.amendmentf. l 


Amendment read and adopted. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the substitute offered by Mr. 
Gilliam for the bjll now under conbideration of the’House, be 
‘referred to the committee on State Affairs. * 


Mr. Pease moved.to amend the motion, by adding the origi: 
nal bill and amendments. 


Motion carried.. 


Question : Shall the substitute offered by Mr. Gilliam, to- 
gether with the original bill and amendments be referred to the 
committee on State Affairs ? - 


The House decided in the affirmative, and the reference 
was made. 


The “Joint Resolutions for the sale of a portion of the Public 
Domain and the establishment of a line of Military Posts, from 
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Fort Washita to the Passo del Norte, on the Rio Grande’;;” to- 
ether with the substitute therefor, reported by the committee 
on Military Affairs, were taken up. 


_ Substitute read and adopted. 
Mr. Stout moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, and the bill ordered to bė engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act concerning real actions,” was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the bill was 

Read a second time by its caption. 


Mr. Allen, then moved. that the-bill-be referred-te the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Metion carried, and reference made: 


Abill to be entitled “An Acfto incorporate Berkley Acad- 
my of Montgomery county,” sas taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the bill was 

Read a second time, by its caption. 


- 


i Mr. Cunningham. then moyed that tke bill be referred to the 
‘committee on Education. . 7 


Motion carried, and the reference made. 


A bill te be entitled “An- Act to*suspend the further: intro- 
‘duction of settlers, under the colony contracts made by the Pres- 
idents of the late Republic of Texas,” was taken up. 

On motion ef Mr. Carothers, the bill was 
< Reada second time, by its caption. 


‘The bill was then referred to the committee on State Affairs. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act authorising the Secretary of 
State to have the enrolled bills, &c., of theReépublic and State of 


Texas substantially bound, for preservation in his office?’ was 
taken up, and ° “ 


Read a first time. * 
A bill, which originated in the Senate, to be entitled “An Act 
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authorising andrequiring the Attorney General to investigate the 
title of the State to the Islands within its limits, &c., was 
taken up, and 

Read a first time. . 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the town of 
Bonham,” was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Stout, the bill was 
Read a third time, by its caption. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mitte’ on the Judiciary. J: . 


Motion lost. 


Question : Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be passed? 


The yeas and nays were called, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Carothers, Crutcher, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller, of 
C., Mosely; McCown, McNeill, Neal, Rayner, Reagan, Robert- 
son, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt 
aud Winkler—33. s 


‘Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of L., 
Fields, Miller of H., Pease, Potter, Rains, Renfro, Runnels, 
Shaw, Walling, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren—t6. 


Carried, and the bil passed. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that theʻbili to be entitled “An Act to 
create the county of Webb ;” together with the amendments 
proposed by the Senate, be taken up. 


Motion carried, and the amendment adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the support, 
maintenance and education of bastards? was taken up, and“ 


Read a second time. 


889 
Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried, and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for legitimating ille- 
gitimate children,’ was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 


Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, 


Motion earried, and reference made. 


4 
A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate fone was taken 
up, and on motion, 


Read a second time, by its caption. eek 
Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
- mittee on Roads and Publice Highways. ; 

Motion carried and reference made. 

A bill to bė entitled “an act relative to J Stes of the Sv- 
preme Court;” was taken up'and read a second time. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved ‘that the bill be referred to 
he committee on the J udieiary- . 


Motion carried and reference made. . 


‘A billto be entitled “an act making an apptopriation for the 
support-of the government for the years 1848 and 1849;” 

Was taken up and read a second time. 

On motion, 

The bill was referred te the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize and better define the 
-duties of certain commissioners in Smith county,” together 
with a substitate for said bill were faken up. 


_ Substitute read and adopted. 
Mr. Sterne moved the engrossment of the bill. 


Motion carried and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to be entitled “an act making an additional appropri- 
ation of land for purposes of education,” 

Was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Runnels moved that the bill be engrossed., 

Mr- Willie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Motion carried and reference made. 

A bill (which originated inthe Senate} to be entitled “an 
act to regulate the issuance of certificates of land to soldiers, 
-&e. 7 

Was taken up and read a first time. 

A bill (which originated in the Senate) to be entitled Can 
act to amend the 3d section of an act regulating slaves,’ 

Was taken up and read a second time. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of Mat- 
agorda county, was taken up and read first time. 

“Mr. Bogart moved that the bill be passed to a third réad- 
, inge 

- Mr. Potter moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. ` , è 


kd 


Motion carried and reference made., 

A bill to be entitled “an act to establish a State Penitentia- 
ry,’ together with a report thereon from the committee on the 
“Penitentiary: 

Were taken up and read. 

’ Mr. Miller of Houston moved to amend. the bill as follows: 

Strike out of the first section the words, “one or more not 
exceeding.” 


Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend by inserting at the end of the 
ist section, “provided, that the said. Penitentiary be located 
within ten miles of the Trinity river,” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Miller of Houston moved to amend by striking out of 


s 


991 


the third section the word “recorders,” and inserting the words 
“County Clerks.” | 


Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Miller of Houston offered the following as an addition- 
al section of the bill. 

The commissioners created by this act to locate the site for 
the Penitentiary shall subscribe an oath;faithfully and impar- 
tially to discharge the duties poA upon them by this act. 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Bogart called for the previous question. 

Mr. Eddy moved that the bill-be engrossed. 

Question—shall the sense of the House now be taken on 
main question, 

The House decided in the ilegative. 

Mr. Gilliam proposed to.amend as follows: 

Strike ont the word “female,” wherever the same or its rep- 
resentative occurs in the bill.. : 


‘Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Haynie moved that the bill be read by sections. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Cunningham. offered the following as an amendment. 

Strike out ofthe Lst section the ‘words, “to be convent to 
navigable: water.” 


Amendment rejected. - 


Mr. Fields proposed to. amend the bill as follows: 

` Be it further eiacted, That-the Governor shall not be au- 
thorized to carry this law into effect until there be enough 
money in the Treasury to pay forthe building of said, Peniten- 
tiary, exclusive ofthe annual expenses of the Government. 


Amendment rejected. 


* 


Mr. Miller of Houston*moved that the sense of the House be 
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now taken on Mr. Eddy’s motion for the engrossment of the 
bill. 


Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the bill now as consideration of the - 
House be engrossed. 


The House decided in the affirmative and the’ pill was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to organize the county of New 
ton.” 


Was taken up. aa 
On motion of Mr. Allen, 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, Jan, 26, 1848, 


‘ The House met pursuant to adjournment, 


‘The roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Ca- 
rothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L, Davis of 
R, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Géode, Hard- 
eman, Haynie, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Moseley, i Me- 
Cown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne‘ 
Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, 
Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren, 


A quorum present. 
On motion, 


The reading of the Journal of the pieneding day was dis- 
pensed with. 


fre ¢ 
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Mr. Tankersley introduced the following Preamble and Res- 
olutions: St 
‘Whereas, we have learned with deep regret’that one of our 

bedy, Magnes T. Rodgers, a Representative of Harris coun- 

ty, has been removed from our midst in the prime of life, 

separated from family and home; and, Whereas, being de- 

sirous of sympathizing with his family and’ numerous 
friends: , 3 ge 

Be itresolved by the House of Representatives, That the 

House stand adjourned for one day. 

Resolved, That we will as a body attend the funeral of the 
deceased, and wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty 
days. -a er : 

Resolved, That the Senate be requested to adjourn for one 
day and be invited to attend the funeral‘ofthe deceased in a 
body. . <0 

eee That a committee of. five be appointed to make 
suitable arrangements for the burial of the deceased. °> a 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be required to transmit a 
copy of these resolutions to the family of the deceased. 


> 


Preamble and Resolutions read and adopted. . 


The Chair appointed Messrs. Tankersley, Rayner, McCown, 
Davis of. L., and Potter to make suitable arrangements for the 
„solemnization af the obsequies of the Hon. Magnes T. Rodg- 
ers, deceased. ~ AE 
` The Speaker then announced the House adjourned as pro- 
in the first ofthe preceding Resolutions. 


IE 


House of Representatives, . 


City of Austin, Jan. 27, 1848. 
The Housé met pursuant to dioana 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to ‘their names: 


Messrs. Sepeaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, 
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Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis,.of L, Davis, of R. 
Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Lyons, Moseley, McCown, McNeill, Pease,Perry, Pot- 
ter,Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne,Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Walling, ‘Winkler, 
Wheeler, White and Willie. : 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Reagan presented the petition of James Cropland. 

On motion, a i 

The petition was referred to the committee on Public Lands- 
without reading. 

Mr. Davis of R., presented the petition of the citizens of 
Limestone county. : . Say te 
*’On motion of Mr. Winkler, ., 

- The petition was referred to the committee on county boun- 
daries without reading. , 
On motion of Mr. Robertson, - ` 

Leave of absence for a few days was granted to Mr. E. S. 
C. Robertson, first Assistant Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. l 


—— 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee òn the Judiciary, 
made the following report: j 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill 
tobe entitled “an act to repeal. the third section of an act 
to regulate’ the license and practice of Attorneys and 
Counsellors at law, approved May the 12th, 1846,” have 
examined the same. ‘Ihe section proposedto be repeal- 
ed by this bill, provides that any person emigrating to 
this State from any other Siate of the Union, with a view to 
permanently residing here, may be admitted to practice law ~ 
upon producing a license from any Circuit or Districf Court, 

-or the Supreme Court of the State from which he emigrated; 
and also, producing satisfactory evidence of good moral char- 
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acter. ‘The committee are not aware-of any evils.that have 
resulted from the operation of this section; and are of opinion 
that it ought not to be repealed. They, therefore, haye in- 
structed me to return the bill to the Honse, and recommend 
that it be laid on the table. 

Report received, and iogether with the bill, laid upon ‘the 
-table to come up with the orders of the day. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported. as follows: . 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was-referred “A 
joint resolution authorizing and requiring the governor to sub- 
scribe for three hundred -copies of the Reports of the Decisions 
of the Supreme Court, have examined the same, anda majority 
of said committee believe the object of the joint resolution to be 
a good one: but, as the resolution is not sufficiently explicit 
and makes no provision for the payment of said subscription, 
they have propa:‘ed’a substitute, which they have directed me to- 
report to the House, and recommend its adoption. - 


Report and substitute read, and, together with the original 
joint resolution, laid upon the table, fo come up with the or- 
ders of the day. : 


5 * 
— x 
» 


t a s i 

` Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report : i : 

+ 

‘Thecommittee on the Judiciary, to whom was gSrred a bill 
to be entizled “ An act to amend the third sectio „^f an act to 
provide for the disposition of the funds received from the Uni- 
ted States. approved January the 3d, 1846,” have examined the 
same, a:.d a inajority of said committee perceiving no-objec- 
tious to the bill, have directed me to report it back tothe House, 
without amendment. 

Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 

with the orders of the day. 5 
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Mr. Cunningham, one of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “ An act to incorporate the city of Lavaca,” 
have had the same under consideration, and a majority of said 
committee have instructed me to report the bill back to the , 
House, and recommend its passage, with the following amend- 
ments: 


Amendment First— 


Strike out the second section of the bill, and insert the follow- 
ing substitute: ” ` = 
Section 2. Be it further enacted, That the limits of the said 
‘city ‘shall be the boundaries of the league of land upon which the 
town of Lavaca, laid out by Thomas McConnell, on Lavaca 
-bay, is situated: it being the league of land granted by the 
Commissioner of De Leon’s colony to. Vendedis. 


Amendment second— 
Tn section the eighth, fourth. lne, after the word “lots,” strike 
‘out the words “ Exclusive of the improvements thereon.” 


Report, bill and amendments, was received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders-of the day. : 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Sec- 
retary, Mr. N. C. Raymond, informing the House of jhe pas- 


sage by that i.ody, of a bill to be entitled “An act organizing the 
militia ofS tta Fe.” 


” 


* 
+ 


‘The committee on the Judiciary made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
© be entitled “An act prescribing the rules and regulations 
under wh ch the pardoning power, vested by the Constitution, 


+ 
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in the Governor, ‘hall hereafter be exercised,” hav- examined 
the same, and beg leave to report the accompanying bill, to be 
entitled “An act prescribing in what cases the Governor ma 
yemit fines and forfeitures,” and recommend that it be adopted 
as a substitute for the original bill, 


Report received, and together with the bill and substitute; 
laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 


wt R — 
. Mr. Stuart, chairman of the commitee on Finance, made the 
following report : 


The committee on’Finance, 10 whem was referred the “joint 
resolution for the relief of J, Harris Catlin,” have instructed me 
to report the same back to the House, and to ask that they be 
discharged from its further consideration. 

The committee have also had under consideration the resolu- 
tion instructing them to enquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation to defray the expenses of the troops called 
out by the Executive of the State, and have directed me to re- 
port that they deem such action on the part of the Legislature, 
as inexpedient, as such,claims come properly against the Gene- 
ral Gevernment. The committee have considered, also the pe- 
tition of John and Esther Clark, for compensation for corn and 
beef furnished the troops of the late Republic of Texas, and 
are constrained to report the same back to the House, without 
recommending any appropriation to be made for the. benefit of 
the petitioners, as the large amount of ‘equally meritorious 
claims outstanding against the government already preclude the 
possibility of paying all; and there appears to be no good 
reason for giving preferente to this one, over others. 


_ Report received, and, together with the resolutions and peti- 
tion, laid upon the tablé, to come up with the orders of the day. 


een 0 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, also re- 
ported as follows: 
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The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a “Joint 
resolution making an appropriation for the payment.of the pro 
rata pay due €. W. Moore, Post Captain, commanding the late 
Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of the Congress of 
the late Republic of Texas, approved February 5th, 1840,” have 
had the same under consideration, and respectfully report— 
‘That,ander the provisions of the act of 1844, an appropriation 
of sixteen thousand dollars was to hve been divided among the, 
officers of the then Navy of Texas, in proportion to the amount 
then due them for services in said Navy, duri g the years 
1842 and 1843—That the amount due to Commodore Moore, 
was withheld on account of the charge that he was a defaulter 
to the Government; and the amounts due to several other off- 
cers, were also withh ld, for the reason that some among the 
number had absented themselves from the service without 
leave ; and others had been dismissed.. The resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Legislature during its present session, have relieved 
Com. Mocre from the charge of being a defaulter to the Gov- 
ernment; and no more serious charges ‘han absence without 
. deave appear against any of the other officers; and, as they left 

the service at a time of great discouragement—when there 
were no adequate means provided, or at the disposal of the Go- 
vernment, for their support and compensation; and the Gor 
ernment itself had abandoned the hope of sustaining the Navy 
in commission. ‘The committee perceive no sufficient reason 
why these officers should be deprived, wholly, of the reward 
due thir prior services and privations.” The committee wish, 
as far as the country is-able, to see justice done.toall parties; 
and only regret that the limited resources of the State will not 
permit the full payment ofall demands of this character. The ap- 
propriation of sixteen thousand dollars, made in 1844, was di- 
wided among the officers, some of whom did not continue in 
actual service as long as others who received nothing out of 
that amount; and whose claims from all that now appears, 
were of ne stronger character. The committee regarding itas 
just and proper, not only to make such an appropriation as 
may be met without embarrassment to the State, for the benefit 
of Com. Moore, but to award to all others similarly situated, 
the same degree of justice, have instructed the chairman’ to re- 
port back to the House, the bill referred to them, with the ac- 
companying substitute for the same, embracing such other offi. 
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cers as may be debarred from the benefit of the act of 1844. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Report received, and, together with the bill and substitute, 
laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 
i e 


2 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, also 
made the following report : 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled “An act to authorize a special tax to be levied upon the 
citizens of Harris county,” have had the same under considera- 
tion, and, seeing no objection to its passage; report the same 
back to the House, with the amendments which follow: - 


Strike out the word “Commissioners,” and insert “ Court,” 
in the second and third lines of the section, after the word 
“County;” also, in the fourth line of the second section. 


oe 
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Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, also re- 
ported as follows: 


» 
7 * > 


& 

è 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “An att to authorize the corporate authorities of the 
several incorporated towns and cities in this State, to levy and 
collect a direct tax.’ have had the same under consideration, and 


have directed me to report the bill back to the House, and te 
recommend its passage. : 


Reports received, and, together with the bills and amend- 


ments, laid upon the table,to come up with the orders of the 
day. ` E ae 


x 


— 


Mr, Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: . 7 


a 
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The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill. 
to be entitled “ An act to provide for the exchange of books, 
maps, charts, &c., have had the same under consideration, and 
I am instructed to report the bill back to the House, together 
with the substitute therefor, herewith submitted, and to recom- 
mend its adoption and passage. 


+ . . 
Report, bill and substitute received, to come up in their 
regular order. : 


Mr: Allen, chairman of the commitite om State affairs, - 
also, reported as follows: ; 


The committee on State Affairs te whom: was ee da 
resolution instructing the committee to enquire into the prac- 
ticability of removing the Indian trading g posts farther in ad- 
vance of the white settlements; also, P 

- A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate mills and millers, 3 
have, after due investigation of the same, instructed me to rè- 
port them back to the House, and-pecommend that they be 
laid upon the table. 


Report received, and, together with the resolution and bill, 
laid upon the table to come up withthe erect of me day. 


B 


—— 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs; 
also, made the following réport: 


The committee on State affairs, to;whom was referred the. 
petition of sundry citizens of Harris county, praying that a law 
be passed to emancipate a colored woman named Liley, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the petition back to the House, with a bill for her relief; 
which is herewith submitted, and recommended to the farora 
ble consideration of the House. : 


Report received, andthe F, 
Bill read a frst time. 
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Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs; 
also, reported as follows: , l _ 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill (which originated in the Senate,) to be entitled “an act to 
prohibit the recovery of money, or any article of value, lost or 
won on bets or wagers: have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House, and to recommend its favorable cousider- 
ation. . aa 

Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State affairs, also, 
made the following report: ` 


The committee on State affairs, to whom was réferred a 
'oint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to have 
a law passed for the benefit of the volunteer soldiery of Tex- 
as; have had the same under consideration, and have, unani- 
mously instructed me.to report the joint resolution back to the 
House, with a reéommendation that it be passed. ` 


Report received, and the joint resolution laid upon the table, 
‘to come up with the orders of the day. 


+ 


Cael 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on public lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of 8. M. Dimond, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- 
port the petition back to the House, and to recommend its ref- 
erence to the committee on claims and accounts. 


The committee have, also, considered the petition of John 
Vanderworth, accompanied by a “joint resolution, confirming 
a certificate for one league and labor of land, issued to said 
TENE T by the board of land commissioners for: Austin 
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county, and have instructed me to report the said joint resolu- 
tion back to the House, and recommend its passage. = _ 

The committee have, also, had under consideration the peti- 
tion of Jasper Gilbert, and they have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House, on account of a constitutional 
question which it involves, and to recommend its reference to 
the committee on the judiciary. . 

Report received, and the petitions and joint resolution laid 
upon the table, to come up with the orders of the day. 


ba 


Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
made the following report: ; 


The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred 
the petition of the citizens of the land district of Robertson 
county, praying for the removal of the land office of said dis- 
trict, to Springfield, in Limestone county, accompanied by a 
bill, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report, that they can see no reagon why the prayer 
of the petitioners should not be granted; and also, to report a 
subtitute for said-bill,and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and together with the bill, laid upon the 
“table to come up with the orders of the day. 


Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office i; 
aiso, reported as follows: 


The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the House, instructing them to enquire into 
the expediency of establishing a land office in each county of 
this State, have considered the same, and a majority of said 
committee, have instructed me to report the accompanying 
bill, and to recommend its passage. 


Report recéived, and the 
Bill read a first time. 
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Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
also, made the following report: ma 


The committee on the kand Office, to whom was referred 
the account of. Uriah F. Case, Deputy Surveyor of Grimes 
county, for making a map of said county, in accordance with 
an act of the State Legislature, approved, May the 11th, 1846, 
have instructed me to report that they have had the samerun- 
der consideration, and are-of opinion that the act of the Legis- 
lature, of the 11th of May, above alluded to, did not contem- 
plate the payment by the State, for such maps; it being made 

the duty of the Deputy to transcribe such maps, from the. 
original district maps; not only for the benefit of the public, 
but for their own use. Such maps not being recognized in 
the land office, cannot be paid for out of the funds appropriated 


for that purpose. The committee, therefore, recommend that 
the account be laid apon the table. l 


Report received, and together with the account, Taid upon 
the table, tò come up with the orders of the day. l 
3 _ 


a 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined’a bill to 
be entitled “an act to create the county of Hays.” 

A “joint resolution in behalf of Edward A. Wayman, a res- 
ident citizen of the county of Nueces.” . - 

A bill to be entitled “an aet to'create the county of Ma- 
dena.” i i 
A bill to be entitled “an- act to create the county of Gilles- 
pie.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to locate permanently the coun- 
ty seat of De Witt county.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to suppress banking.” : 

A pill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Cald- 
well.” l 

A bill to be-entitled “an act concerning the forfeiture of cer- 
tain neat cattle, hogs and sheep.” ge >a 
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& bill to-be entitled “an. act to establish the county seat of 


Denton county.” o] 


“A bill to be entitled “an act providing for the sale ‘of prop- 

erty belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the: 

late government for custom purposes.” , , 
A “joint resolution. authorizing. the Comptroller of Public 

Accounts to-provide a residence in the: city of Austin, for the . 

ase of the Executive of the State;” and. o l 
A bill to be entitled “an act to organize the militia of New- 

ton county.” . re . ooo l 
And find thé'same correctly engrossėd.. 


Report accepted. . 


cx 


Mr. Allen; chairman of the joint special. committee, on the 
part of the House of Representatives, to whom was referred 
the petition of Thomas F. McKinney, made the following: 
joint report? . . 

. . 
To the President of the Senate, . 
and Speaker of the House-of Representatives 
of the State of Texas: 


Committee Room,. 
January 24th, 1848. 


The joint special committee, to- whom. was. referred the pe- 
tition of Thos. F. McKinney, have-given the same a rigid in- 
yéstigation, and from the papers accompanying the petition, 
and the records of the Comptroller’s office, the following facts 
are made manifest: 

During the years. 1835. and 1836, Tho’s. F. McKinney and 
Samuel M. Williams, advanced to the Republic of Texas, 
about $99,000, which amount is now audited in favor of 
NecKinney & Williams, as shown by the affidavit of E. Moore- 
house acting special auditor of date, Feb. ‘20th, 1844. That 

‘Gail Borden, late collector of the port of Galveston; under the 
requirements of an act “to regulate the collection of impost 
duties,” passed: af a. special session, of the sixth: Congress of 
the Republic of Texas, and approved, July 283d, 1842, provi- ; 
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ding that thereafter, Exchequer Bills should be received by 
collectors of customs at the-current rate at which they were 
- gelling in the market. In receiving Exchequer bills, the said 
Borden required merchants and all other persons to pay them 
to the Government at a discount, against which they protest- 
ed and notified him net to pay it ever to the Government as 
they held him responsible for a return of the amount discoant- 
ed from the face of,the bills, and instituted suit against him. 
That Borden retained for his own indemnity, in case judgment 
were rendered against him, the amount thus discounted from 
the face of the Exchequer bills, and deposited the same with 
McKinney & Williams, who were sureties on his ‘bond given 
to the Government as collector, for the purpose of paying it 
over te the parties, to whom it should be adjudged by the 
courts. That McKinney & Williams, in view of their audit- 
ed claims agaimst the government, appropriated. the amount 
to their ewn use, not in bad faith, or with an intention ofin- 
juring the government to the value of one cent; but your com-. 
mittee must believe, under the belief, that they had a right to 
retain itin part payment-of their just-claimsagainst the govern-, = 
ment. Suit was commenced in 1844, upon the bond, against 
Borden and his sureties, MeKinney and Williams, ‘in the Dis- 
trict Court of Galveston county, but was transferred ‘by change 
of venue to Harris county, where a judgment was tendered 
against thêm on the 2ist day of -May, 1845, for the sum of 
$21,905 42 principal, and $3,504 84 damages, amounting in 
all to” $25,410 28, which amount'of “$21,905 42 principal, is 
composed {as will appear from reference to the Comptroiler’s 
office) of $24,816 71 in Exchequer bills, equal in value to 
$16,699 67 par funds, and $2,052 62 charged än account 
against ‘Gail Berden by the government, making the sum total 
of $18,752 31, frem which should be deducted $675 Excheq- 
uer bills, which remain in the hands of Tho’s. F. MeKinney, 
and were cancelled by said Borden,: collector, and worth at 
the above rates, $472 51 par value—Gail Borden has also an 
account, which has been presented to the Secretary -of -the 
Treasury, for cash advanced and services rendered while col- 
lector, for'$2,519 95 par funds, which account was not allow- 
ed, and refused by the Secretary, unless Borden-would deliver 
over the Exchequer bills which he’had retained; which ac- 
_ count your committee have not investigated, but which, if cor- 
teet, together with the $675 in Exchequer bills above referred 
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to, will reduce the amount of principal, to $15,759 ‘86, instead 
of $21,905 42.—From this judgment an appeal was taken, 
and the suit is now pending in the Supreme court: of the State. 
It appears that Borden, from the institution of the suit up to 
the present moment never filed an answer, and may be regard- 
ed as a purely pominal party—Tho’s F, McKinney alone de- 
fended, and at the trial of the case inthe Harris District court, 
offered by way of plea, the audited liabilities of the Govern- 
ment as ‘an offset against the judgment; but the plea was over- 
ruled. It willbe perceived upon an examination of the Comp- 
troller’s office, that McKinney and Williams have never been 
paid by the Government, any portion of their advances, and . 
that a large amount is yet due them, viz: $66,500 exclusive of 
interest, the balance having been transferred by them to other 
parties, and necessarily at a great loss to them. The petition 
of McKinney simply asks, that he be allowed to liquidate the 
amount of the judgment, say, $25,410 28, with an equal 
amount of said claims, which have been received by him as 
cash, for par funds advanced to the government. 

It will be recollected that when McKinney & Williams made 
these advances to the Government, the temporary authorities 
could scarcely maintain the national position whieh had beénas-’ 
` sumed ; that the credit of the Government abroad was not suffi- 
ciently firm to procure the supplies which were of absolute necesr 
sity for the public defence. In this, the hour of adversity, applica- 
tion was made to McKinney & Williams for aid in money, in or- 
der to sustain the army in the field, to which they respondéd with 
a liberality and ina manner, which must forever stand asa 
monument of their generosity and ardent patriotism. Your 
committee are advised, that McKinney & Williams have never 
received of the Government any paper below par; that although 
many years haye elapsed since they came'to the aid of the Gov- 
ernment at a sacrifice of their own interest, they remain unpaid ; 
that they did not assist the Government in one particular in: 
stance, but continued to sustain its credit until the perfect-or- 
ganization of the Republic of Texas, in 1836. Your com: 
mittee are. also aware, that had the judgment been rendered 
against McKinney & Williams alone as sureties, they would 
have been authorized by the laws of the United States to plead 
the offset which they now pray for. 

. The interposition of Gail Borden as principal on the bond, 
although, as the facts of the case clearly demonstrate, a nominal 
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party, has excluded them from a privilege which is justly due 
them. This particular case, presents prominently and equity, 


7 OF OK Se 


presenting strong ‘peculiar equity. The condition of Texas, 
when your petitioners advanced the large amount still due, 
and unpaid, for the support and sustainment of their country, 
without credit abroad, and with its energes paralyzed and its 
resources exhausted. That McKinney & Williams were sued: 
jointly with Gail Borden on his bond as collector, and were 
equally bound for the amount to the State—that.in appropria- 
ting the Exchequer Bills placed in their hands by Borden, the 
State sustained no injury, and they did .it with no bad design, 
' Your committee, believing that -each application of. a similar 


fee re 


J. L. ‘ALLEN, Chairman, 
on part of the House. 
ao “a R. BACHE, Chairman, 
on part of the Senate. - 


Mr. Robertson, chairman of the special committee, of ‘the 


House of Representatives, appointed to ascertain the amount of 
the public debt as far as practicable, made the following report, 
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Committee Room, 
- Jan. 24th,- 1848, 


* 


m 


To the. Hon. Speaker 
of the House of Representatives : 


The special committee, to whom was referred a resolutión . 
instructing said committee to ascertain as far ás practicable, 
the amount of the public debt, and instructing said commiittee 
to report to the House,some plan for the liquidation of the same 
at as early a day as practicable, which committee was subse- 
quently instructed by the House, to act as a joint committee, 
with alike committee appointed by the Senate, 

Have the honor to report, that they have met and conferred 
fully and freely with the committee of the Hon. Senate, and 
have been unable to agree with said committee. Your com- 
mittee have, consequently, endeavored to give the subject that 
close and careful investigation, that the importance of the sub- 
jeet seemed to demand at their hands; and in the investigation, 
they have availed themselves of all the data within their reach, 
to.enable them to arrive at just conclusions. 

‘Your committee would here remark, that it is, in their opin- 
ion, impossible to adopt any rule for the graduation of the lia- 
bilities of the late Republic, without doing a seeming injustice 
to some few individuals. and, while your committee would 
fully endorse the sentiment, that “to the citizen who has contribu- 
ted both his personal service, as well as his pecuniary means, 
to the support of his country in its hour of peril, that it is the 
duty of that-country, to redeem, as far as it is in its power, ifs 
pledges to the fullest extent of that citizen. But, in a country 
like ours, it becomes necessary, before we can judge properly 
on this subject, to review in.a brief manner, the condition of 
the country and its citizens, at the various periods of the con- 
traction of these liabilities; and, that a review will present to 
the observer, a country without means, struggling for a national 
existence against an accumulation of difficulties and pecuniary 
embarrassments never before, seen, in the history of the national 
world, in which struggle all its citizens came forward with’a no- 
ble emulation,and vied with each other in sacrifices of pecuniary 
means, as well as personal comfort, for the good of ‘their com- 
mon country. And your committee taking this view of the 


” 
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subject, are clearly of opinion that any attempt to -repay 

those citizens in a pecuniary way for their sacrifices would be 

utterly fiitile. From the fact that it was a kind of service, that 

money cannot pay for, but the reward of its citizens must de- 

pend in a great degree, in the grateful remembrance and per- 

petuated gratitude of that country ;~for where all contributed 

their miie to their country’s wants in its hour of need, all are - 
equally entitled, and will receive that country’s gratitude, as 

well as the admiration of the entire civilized world. From 

these -considerations, your committee have discarded the idea 

of even attempting to do all justice in a pecuniary way. But 
they would remark, that in the investigation of the subject, they 

have endeayored to adopt such a scale of graduation, as will 

operate as fairly- and as little to the injury of the actual citizen, 

as it was possible for them to adopt. . 

Your committee are fully of opinion, that of the audited evi-. 
dences of indebtedness, not one hundredth part are now in the 
hands of those to whom it-was originally paid outto by the Gov- 
ernment, but has been in circulation throughout the State; and 
further, that it is probable that nine-tenths of the liabilities have 
found their way out of the State, and have been in circulation in 
other States, subject to the caprice of Brokers and Others, 
whose profession is to take advantage of the necessities and 
misfortunes of individuals, as well as nations at various rates 
of discount. Your committee are, therefore, clearly of apinion, 
that to graduate. our liabilities under these circumstances, 
will violate no principle of moral rectitude; but on the con- 
trary, is dictated by the soundest principles of. justice, as well 
as to the citizen of the country, as to the’creditor. ` 

Your committee have had the report of the Comptroller of 


. the State before them, and as ‘the investigation has led the 


committee to conclusions, differing somewhat from that able 
officer, it may be considered proper that we notice that differ- 
ence. The first item of difference, will be noticed in- the 
amount allowed by your committee, to James Hamilton. As 
the purchase money for the steamer Zavalla, your committee 
find on our statute books, a law passed on this subject, which 
act was approved on the 10th of January, 1839, by which act, 
the contract of Burnly & Williams, as agents.of the Govyern- 
ment was ratified, they having given. the sum of one hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars, for the steamer, and they are un- 
Willing to allow a larger amount than that named in the 


` 
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above recited act, with interest onthe same. From that date, 
which makes the amount, given for that. vessel, with interest 
on the same, up to the 10th day of January, 1848, three hun- 
kred and twenty-eight thousand dollars.. It will be perceived 
by reference to the graduation offthe debt by your committee, 
that they have adopted a lower scale than that of the Comp- 


troller; and in support of that lower scale, they have only to -` 


refer to the reasons given above, in regard to the condition of 
our liabilities, and the fact, that we think it is a truth, now al- 
most universally acknowledged, that the funds named in the 
graduation, are fully as high as they have been worth to any 
ofits present holders. Thereis another difference between 
your committee and the Comptroller; and that is in regard to 
interest on the promissory notes, that was not intended todraw 
interest, when they was issued. Your committee cannot con- 
sent to allow interest on those notes, as the holders or receiv- 
.ers had no right to, and consequently, could not have expect: 
ed interest on them. They were issued under the provisions of 
a law, which expressly stated, that they should not draw in- 
terest. 

‘There is one claim, that your committee ‘have not taken in-. 
to consideration; and that is the claim of F. Dawson and oth- 
ers, which claim is for the payment of said Dawson and oth- 
ers, for certain naval vessels furnished the late Republic of 
Texas; and your committee have not considered this claim, 
‘from the fact, that the very identical vessels were, by the con- 
summation of the act of annexation of our government to that 
of the United States, transferred to the federal government; 
and as the federal government, through its acredited agents, 
at various times, during the negotiation between the two goy- 
ernments, which brought about the final admission of our gov- 
ernment, into the Federal Union assured our government, that 
on all subjects of settlement between the two, after the ratifi- 
cation and consummation of annexation, even handed justice 
should be meeted out to our government and its citizens; and 
your committee, feel afull assurance, that that pledge will 
be redeemed, in which belief, they are confirmed by the ac- 
tion of the Senate of the United States at its last session. As 
a committee of that body, reported favorably on the claim 
above referréd to, and they are ef opinion, that the bill would 
have passed, had it not been reported at so late a period of 
the session, that it could not be reached, before the adjourn- 
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ment. Should, however, the Federal Government fail to ren- 
der us justice in this matter, by refusing to pay for those ves- 
sels, which has been handed over by Texas, to add to-the num- 
ber and efficiency of the national-navy, the amount of that 
claim will be added to the amount of our liabilities. 

Your committee therefore submit, for the consideration of 
the House, the accompanying graduation of our liabilities; and 
incompliance with the requisition of the resolution under 
which your committee was raised, they herewith present a 
bill, for the liquidation of the said debt. In conclusion, your 
' committee believe that they cannot urge the necessity of 
prompt action in this matter in too strong terms, as they can- 
not but believe, that delay on the subject, would be suicidal 
to the best interest ofthe State; from the fact, that the interest 
alone, on our liabilities, amount to near.a million and a half 
of dollars per annum, all of which is respectfully submitted. 


J. B. ROBERTSON, 
: Chairman. 


a 
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Probable average rate at which the outstanding. Liabilities of the 
_ late Republic of Texas.should be redeemed. 


> , OSTENSABLE EQUIVALENT 
OR OR 
; FACE VALUE REAL VALUE 

FIRST CLASS. , 
_ Amount borrowed from Uni- 

ted States Bank, with inte- | 

rest on the same up to the 

first day of January, 1848. 1,073,054 90 1,073,054 90 
Amount agreed onas the pur- 

chase money ofthe Steamer ~ 

Zavalla, with interest on the 

same up to the 10th day of 

January, 1848, . 182,000 00 182,000 00 


SECOND CLASS. 


l Value the amoøumt under 
this head. at 30 cents. on the 
dollar. 
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Amount of Drafts issued in 
1835 and ’36,_ 

Amount of ten per cent, con- 
solidated stock of June 7th, 


1837, including interest on - 
the'same,except the amount 


accounted for above, 
THIRD CLASS. 


_ The debts under this head 


are valued at 20 cents on the 

dollar. 

Amount in circulation of the 
ten per cent, stock created 
by act of Feb. 5th, 1840, for 
the redemption of Treasury 
notes and audited paper, in- 
“eluding interest, 


Amount of eight per cent. . 


stock in circulation, created 
by same act, includtng in- 
terest. 


FOURTH CLASS. 

The debts under this head 
are valued at 12 1-2 cents on 
the dollar. 


Amount of audited Drafts in 


circulation, deducting the 
amount accounted for a- 
bove, 


Amount of Treasury notes in ` 


circulation, including inter- 
est, 

Amount of eight per cent. 
Bonds in circulation, inelu- 
ding interest, 


80,000 06 24,000 00 


1,352,291 93 338,072 98 


2 


1,482,204 00° 286,440 80 


35,948 00 “7,189 60 


s 


"187,884 40 23,423 05 
2,599,141 00 324,892 62 


1,263,288 80 157,911 00 


$8,155,313 03 $2,336,984 95 
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Probable amount of unaudit- > . 
ed claims of all kinds, of ae eg 
which no graduation has . a 
been attempted, but it is be- S 
lieved that on ajust princi: ` pe E als 
ple of graduation, will bé ~ ” 

. reduced from one half to 


two thirds below the am-- Sea ute se. 7S 
ount here given, $1,060,000 00" 


J. B. ROBERTSON, 


Chairm an- 


Mr. Crump in the chair. ar [oS 
Mr. Miller of Houston, chairman of the committee appoint- 
ed to act in conjunction with a like committee on the Senate 
in relation to a “joint resolution instructing our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives, in the Congress.of the, United 
States to procure the passage of a lawestablishing two dis- 
tricts for the United States’ Court, in the State. of Texas,” 
And, also, the substitute of the House therefor,- made the 
following report: ., Be othe hk, SADE. eae oe 
The committee have instructed me,to report that they have 
had'the joint resolution and substitute, which were referred to 
‘them, conjointly with a like committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate, under consideration, and have freely conferred with the 
Nenate’s committee, as to the points of disagreement; and be 
ing unable to agree, recommend that the House adhere, to: its 


i ai ae 


substitute. > 


+ r 7 
es owen E See A se a Fi iy 


ra 


Report received, and together with the joint.resolution and 
ee laid upon the table, to come up with the orders of 
the day. nt “He 


Mr. Keenan introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to author- 


af 
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ize guardians to remove the property of their wards’ to:any 
other State in the United States”. , ; ; 


Bill read a first time. ` 


Mr. Tankersley introduced a bill to be entitled “An act tore. 
quire all Mayors and Recorders of incorporated towns and 
cities, to call a jury in the trial of causes where the accused is 
subject, under the law, to fine or imprisonment, or either.” 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Edwards introduced a bill to be entitled“ An act to in. 
corporate the town of San Augustine.” 


Bill read a first time. ‘ 


Mr. Moseley introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act a 
porating Cass Academy.” 
Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Fields introduced the following resolutions : 


Resolved, That the committee-on the Judiciary be instructed 
to enquiré into the propriety of enacting one general law for 
the incorporation ofall towns and citiés, notnow incorporated ; 
said law to go into effect, in and for, any such towns:and cities 
whenever the citizens thereof may choose to organize under it, 

Be it further resolved, That the said committee also enquire 
‘into the propriety of passing a general law for the incorpora- 
tion of Colleges and Academies, 


g 


Resolutions adopted. - í 
Mr. Eddy introduced'the following resolution : : 


Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the Le- 
gislature will adjourn sine dien the 20th of February ensuing. 


Resolution read, a first time. 
Mr. Davis, of Robertson, introduced thefollowing resolution; 


Resolved, That the committee on the Land Office be requir- 
ed to report to the House of Representatives, on-to-morow 
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„morning, the result of their investigation of the affairs and man- 
agement of the General Land Office: . 


o 


_ Resolution rejected. 


Mr. Henderson moved that the bill to be entitled “ An act 
regulating elections,” be*taken up. 
' ‘Motion carried. 

Mr. Rayner moved that a call of the House be mis 

Motion carried. 

Mr. McCown moved that Mir. Keenan is excused fon an- 
swering to the call of his name, in consequence of the indis- 
position of that gentleman. 

Excuse accepted, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Goode was excused: from 
answering to the call of his name. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, - 

Tur, Railey was excused from answering to the call of his 
name. 

Mr. Stout moved that Mr. Epperson: be excused: from an- 
swer tothe call of his name. . ; ` 

Motion carried. 

‘Mr. Willie moved that Mr. Millet, of. Houston, be excused 
from answering to the call of his name. 

Motion lost. >° 

Theroll having been called, a quorum was found to be pre- 
sent. 

Mr, Gilliam moved that the call be suspended. 

Motion carried, 

ne tie offered by Mr. Tankersley, was then taken up 
and rea 

Question—shall the substitute offered- by the gentleman from 


Harris, for the bill now under consideration of the House; þe 
adopted ? 


t 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption ọf the sub- 
stitute, and stood aś follows; 


Yeas—Meéssrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Davis 
of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Gilliam, Hardeman, Ly- 
ons, Miller of C., McNeill, Neal, Pease, Rains, Rénfro, Tank- 
ersley, Peyer Truitt, Walling, Wheeler and White-—23: 
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Nays—Messrs. Allen, ‘Bourland, Carothers, Cramp, Cun. 
ningham, Epperson, Fields, Haynie, Miller of H., Moseley, 
McCown, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Shannoy 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, eee Willie and 1 Wren—24, 


Substitue rejected, - : 

Mr. Fields offered a substitute for the Seve section of the 
bill. 

Substitute read and rejeetected. : 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out the eleventh section of the 
bill. 


The yeas and nays were called on Mr, Taylor's motion, and 
stood thus : 


Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Davis of L, Davis 
of R., Dooley, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, ‘Lyons, 
Miller of C., McNeill, Neal, Pease, Rains, Renfro, Sterne, 
Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Wheeler and White—24, 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, „Allen, Bourland, Carothers, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Epperson, Haynie, Miller of H., Mose- 
ley, McCown, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, § Shan- 
non, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Winkler and Wren—24. 


Motion lost. = 


Mr. MeNeill moved to strike out that portion ofthe eleventh 
section of the bill which provides for numbering the tickets. 

Mr. Pease moved that a call of the House bé made. 

Motion carried. l 
On motion of Mr. Burróughs, Í 

Mr. Eddy was excused from answering to the call of his 
name. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the call of the House be suspended. 

Motion lost. 

s Stuart moved that the House T until 3 o'clock, 


' Mr. Moseley moved to amend ‘the motion, by inserting “ to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


Motion lost, . 5 
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 Question—shall the House now adjourn until 3 o’clock, p.m.? _ 
The House decided in the negative. l 
Mr. Henderson moved that the House adjourn until 2 o'clock 
p m: 


Motion‘ lost. 


Mr. Neal moved that the. House adjourn until thirty-five 
anda half minutes after 2 o'clock, p. m. 


Motion lost. 


~ 


Mr. Allen moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, LO o'clock, s 


. Motion lost. 


Mr. Miller, of H., moved that the call of the HouSe be sus- 
pended. : 


Motion lost. 


` On motion of Mr. Carothers, 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, half-past 9 
o'clock, 


Question pending on Mr. McNeill’s motion to strike out, &c. 


Pa 


-- 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Jan 28th, 1848. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, . 
And the following members answered to their names: ° 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, -Da- 
ad 
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vis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gil. 
liam, Hardeman, Haynie, Lyons, Miller of H., Moseley, Me. 
_ Cown,; McNeill, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, Railey, Run- 
nels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tarikersley, 
Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and 
and Wren. ; 


A quorum being present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Runnels moved that the pending call of the Honse be 
suspended. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. T'ankersley moved that the House proceed to the regular 
orders of the day. 


% 


Motion carried. 


Question—shall that portion of the eleventh section of the 
bill which provides for numbering the tickets, be stricken out? 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Tankersley offered a substitute for the éleventh section 
of the bill. 


-À message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 


A bill to be entitled “An act to legitimate Mary Malicia Stal- 
cup, and render her capable of taking, by descent, the estate or 
estates of her parents, „Rhesa Green Staleup and Mary Anp 
Staleup ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to change the name of Thomas 
Harvey, to Thomas Harvey Forrester ;” and 

A bill to be entitled ‘An act to legalize the marriage of Rhesa 
green Staleup and Mary Ann Miller.” 


Mr. Moseley moved to re-commit the bill under consideration 
of the House, to the committee on Privileges and Elections. 


Motion lost. 
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 Question—shall the substitute offered by the pantlemati from 
Harris, for the aero section of ne bill, be adopted ? 


T'he yeas and. nay’, were called on the adoption of the ice 
and stoed as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart; Burroughs, 
Bryan, Crump, Davis of L., Davis of R.. Eddy, Edwards, Gil- 
liam, Haynie, Keenan, Miller of ©., Miller of H., McNeill, 
Neal, Pease, Rains, Renfro, Reagan, Saddler, Tankersley, Tay- 
lor, Webb and Wheeler—26. 


Nays—Messrs. Hien: Bourland, Carothers, Crutcher, Doo- 
ley, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Lyons, Moseley, McCown, 
Perry, Potter, Rayner, Roberfson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, 
Shaw; Sterne, Stout, Stuart, me Walling, Winkler, White, 
Willie and Wr onp-28, 


Substitute Seeded: 
Mr. Runnels moved to amend as follows: 


“Provided, That ifthere should be two or more tickets found 
rolled up together, upon the counting of the votes, or if any 
ticket shall con aia the names of more persons than the voter 
had a right to vote for, the same shall be adjudged void, and 
mot counted. 


Amendment adapted. 

Mr. McCown offered the following as an amendment: 

That each voter write his name on his ticket, when voting. 
Amendment rejected. ~- 


~ -. 


Mr. Sterne proposed to amend the bill as follows: 


s 


Strike out all after the words “presiding” officer; 7 in the 12th 
‘section of the bill. 


. Amendment adopted. 
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Mr. Davis of Robertson, offered the following as an amend. . 
ment to the bill: 


After the word “managers,” insert, “or any person who will 
swear that he recived the returns from-the managers; and that 
the same have not been opened, after he received them.” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Taylor moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on privileges and elections. 


Mr. McNeill moved to amend the motion as follows: 
“With the amendments on the same.” ~ 
Motion lost. 


Mr. Renfro offered the following amendment to the biH: 


After the word “dollars,” insert “and receive thirty-nine 
lashes on his bare back.” 


& 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Stuart moved to refer the bill to the committee on priv- 
ileges and elections. , 
. Mr. Rayner moved that the House reconsider the vote just 
waken on the amendment by Mr. Renfro. 


Motion carried. 


v 
Question—Shall the amendment to the bill, proposed by the 
gentleman from Sabine, be adopted by this House? 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Burroughs, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Mil- 
ler of C., McCown, Neal, Renfro, Railey, Saddler, Shaw, Stu- 
art, Tankersley, White and Willie—16. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis 


ae 
4% 
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of R., Dooley, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, een Keenan, 
Lyons, Moseley, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Reagan, Rober.son, Runnels, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and Wren 38.— 


Amendment rejected. ~ 


" Mr. Moseley offered the following as an amendment to the 
pill: 


“Any person voting, not authorized to vote in any election, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in the State Pen- 
itentiary three years; and, forever after be incable of exer- 
cising the right of suffrage, or holding any office in this State.” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Gilliam offered the following amendment te Mr. Mose- 
ley amendment:, 


“Provided, That the penalties of this section shall not extend 
to the citizens of Red River county.” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Willie moved that the’bill and amendments be referred. 
to the committee on privileges and elections, and that said 
committee bé instructed to insert a provision in said bill, pro- 
viding for the purging of the polls. 


` 


“Motion lost. 


Mr. McCown moved that a cail of the House be made. 
Motion lost. 


Mr. Crutcher moved that the bill þe read through witkout 
, any other amendments. . 


Motion carried. 
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Mr. Crutcher .then moved to recoramit the- bill to the com- 
mittee on privileges and elections. i e 


Motion lost. ~ 
Mr. Hardeman moved to amend the bill as follows: 


After the words “same day,” in the 13th section, insert “or 
give an illegal vote.” _ aot 


Amendment adopted. . 
Mr. Allen moved that the bill be engrossed. 


The yeas and nays were ealled on the engrossment ef the 
bill and stood thus: 


Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers. Crutcher, Davis of L..Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan; Lyons, Miller of 
Colorado, Moseley, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Ray- 
uer, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Walling Winkler, Wheel- 
er, White and Wren-—40. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Crump, Davis of 
Res , Eddy, Miller of Houston, McCown, Pease, Renfro, Tankers- 
ley. and Willfe—12. 


Motion carried, and 
The bill ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the establishment of free 
public schools,” s 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following as amendments to the bill: 


In section Ist, insert after the words “school district, v “which 
shall be under the supervision and direction of the County 


Court.” 


i 
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Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Burroughs moved that the bill be read. by sections. 


‘Motion carried. 


Mr. Bryan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: i 7 

In section 2d, insert after the word “taxation,” “set aside by 
the constitution, as a perpetual school fund.” 


Amena ment soret . 

Mr. McNeill offered the following as am amendment to the 
bill: 

Strike out from the word “the,” in the 3d line of the 2d sec- 
tion, to the word “within? in the fourth line, and insert in- 
stead thereof, “number of schools.” 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole. 


Mr. Stuart was called to the chair. 


A message was received from the, Senate, informing the 
Honse that a bill to be entitled “an act for the incorporation 


of the city of Laredo,” with amendments, had been passed by ` 
that body. : 


Mr. Rayner moved that the committee of the whole, rise, 
report, progress and ask leave to sit again. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Stuart, chairraan of the committee of the whole, then 
made his report. 


Mr. Winkler moved that the bill just received from the Sen- 
ate, be taken up. 


Motion carried. 
The bill and amendments were then taken up. 


Amendments read an d concurred in. 
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The chair announced a communication from Gen. Mira. 
beau B. Lamar, tendering his resignation as a member of the 
Legislature. 


Mr, Willie moved that the communication be spread upon 
the journals. 


Austin, January 28th, 1848. 


To the Hon: James W. Henderson, . ~ 
Speaker. of the House of Representatives: 


sir:—l beg leave to tender my resignation, as a member of 
the present Legislature, from the late county « of Nueces. 
. (Signed) M. B. LAMAR. 
7 
* Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on printing, made 
the following report: | . 


The committee on public printing, to whom was referred 
à resolution from the Senate, proposing to go intothe election 
of public printer, and requesting bids for the printing; have 
had the subject under consideration, ‘and have instructed me to 
report the accompanying bill, and to recommend its passage. 
The committee have also instructed me to report the resolu- 
tion herewith submitted, proposing a day for the eleciion of 
. public printer, to the present Legislature, and respectfully to 
ask its adoption by the House. 


Report received; 


Bill read a first time, and the resolution read and laid upon 
the table. 


r 


Mr. Stuart moved to insert “folding and stitching.” 
Motion carried. - 


Mr. Bourland moved to postpone tke election until Mon- 
day the 7th of February next: 

Mr, Lyons. by leave, introduced a joint resolution, relative 
‘to the right of the State of Texas to jurisdiction over the soil 
included within the limits thereof. - ~ 


Joint resolution read a first time. 


z 
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Mr. McNeill introduced the following resolution: 
Bz it resolved, That the House with the concurrence of the 
Senate, go into the election of District Attorneys, for the 1st, 


-@d, 38d and 7th judicial districts on Monday the 31st day of 
January, inst. 


Mr. Stout moved to amend the resolution by adding the 
8th judicial district. 


On motion, 


The resolution and amendment were ordered to lie on 1 the 
table one day for consideration. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on enrelled bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on-enrolled bills have examined the fellow- 
. ing: 

“An act prescribing the proof necessary for the heirs and 
lega] representatives of those who fell under the command of 
Travis, Fannin, Grant and Johnson, to obtain their head-right 
certificates.” 

“An-act to create the county of Webb.” ~ 

“A joint resolution, requesting-our Senators and Represent- 
atives in the Cougress of the United States, to procure the pas- 
_ sage ofa law, to compel the Judge of the District Court of the 
United States. for the District of Texas, to reside permanently 
in his district.” 

“An act for the relief of Isaac Van Zandt.” 


' “An act to ineorperate Fire Insurance Company, No. 1, City 
of Houston;” and 


“An act ‘removing the disability of minority from W. 
Steen.” = 
All of which were found to be cor rectly enrolled; and hav- 
„ing been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and the President of the Senate, were this day present- 
ed to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 


Report accepted. 
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Mr. Stout presented the petition of the citizens of Titus 


county. i > 
And, also, the petition ofthe citizens of Upsbur county. 


On motion, 

The petitions were referred to the committee on county 
boundaries withoutreading, ` je ; , 
Mr. Crutcher moved that the House adjourn until 7 o'clock, 
p m. ; 

\ 


Motion lost. i 


Mr. McCown moved that the House adjourn until 10 o- 
elock to-morrow morning. 


d 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Carothers chairman of the committee on county boun- 
daries made the following report: 


The committee on county boundaries to whom was referred 
the petition of the citizens ofGrimes county, praying that their. 
county seat be located by enactment of the Legislature; and, 
also, remonstrances from a portion of the citizens of the same’ 
eounty: against said county seat being located by an act of 
the Legislature; and praying that the question of locating their . 
county seat be left to themselves. The committee find the last 
mentioned petitioners tobe the most numerqus; they have, . 
therefore, instructed me to report to the House the accompan- ` 
ying bill, and, most respectfully to recommend its passage. 


Report received. 
# 


m_e yo 


Øn metion of Mr. Winkler, . 

The bill was read a first time by its caption. 

Mr. Davis of R, moved that the House adjourn until 6 o- 
clock, p. m. : l 


ca 
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Motion Jost, 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, the House adjourned until 3 o- 
clock, p- m. == ee 


a 
uk 


a tae - 


ë 


} 3 o'clock, p. m- 
The House met pursuant to adjournment.. 


The Roll was called, 
And a quorum found present. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the House resolve itselfinto a 
committee of the whole, on the’ bill for the establishment of . 
Free Public Schools in the several counties of this State. 


3 


Motion lost. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of the heirs of Jer- 
miah Bowlin,” was taken ap, 


x 


Read a third time and passed. i 
Å bill to be entitled “an act to exempt certain property from 
taxation; designed and used for the purposes of public wor- 
ship and education,” was taken up; and 
Read a third time. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: * bea; 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, 
Crump, Crutcher, Davisof R., Dooley. Eddy, Edwards, Ep- 
person, Gilliam, Haynie. Miller of H., Moseley, McNeill, Pease, 
Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Sterne; Stout, Stu- 
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art, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, Winkler, Willie ang 
Wren—382. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Carothers, Cunningham 
Davis of L., Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of C., Neal, Rains, Run. 
nels, Saddler, Wheeler and White—14. 


Bill passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act better defining the southern 
boundary line of Collin and Denton counties; and the northern 
boundary line of Dallas and Henderson counties was taken 
ap; and ` . l 

Read a third time. . 

Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 


= 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Winkler asked leave to introduce a bill. 

The House refused its assent to the requst. 

A “Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States to 
use their influence to procure the incorporation of the officers 

-of the late Navy of Texas into the Navy of the United States’ 
was taken up: 


Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to fix the time of holding elec- 
tions for the several State and county officers; and for Repre- 
sentatives to the United States Congress;’ was taken up; 

Read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of John Keizer,’ 
was taken up. 


Read a third time and passed. - 


‘A bill to be entitled “an act to exclude fraudulent land cer- 


tificates from being evidenceof title to land; and to prohibit 


the issuing of legal process upon the same;” was taken Up. 
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Read a third time and qasa ; 


À bill to be entitled Ta act to organize the militia of New- 
ton countys” was taken up. 


Read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be aed “an act to create the meme of Hays;” 
was taken up. 


Mr. Allen moved that the bill be read by its caption. 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then read a thir d time by its caption and pass- 
ed. 

A bill to he ‘entitled “an act to su ppress banking;” was ta- 
ken up. i 


k 


Read à third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to establish the county seat of 
Denton county:” 


Was taken up. 

On motion, - 

The bill was read a third time by its caption and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Gilles- 
pie.” . 


Was taken up. 
Mr. Haynie moved thatthe bill be read by its sabdor: 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then read a third time by its caption and pass- 
e 


A “joint resolution in behalf of Picard A. Weyman, a resi- 
ent citizen of the county of Nueces: a 
Was taken up. s 


Mr. Willie moved that the rule be Sn so that the bilk 
might be amendeded. 


Motion carried.. 
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Mr. Willie moved that the words, “certified copy, which is 
herewith submitted,” be stricken from the bill. 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then read athird time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to create the. county of Medi- 
ma. 33 

. Was taken-up. 

On motion of Mr. Dooley, 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Cald- 
well:” 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The bill was read a third time and passed. ` 

À bill to be entitled “ar act concerning the forfeiture of cer- 
tain neat cattle, hogs and sheep.” 

- Was taken up. 

Read a third time.and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to locate permanently the seat 
of justice of DeWitt county.” 

‘Was taken up. 

On motion, | 

The bill was read a third time by its caption and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the sale of. the 
property belonging to the State of Texas, formerly used by the 
late government for custom purposes;” 

Was taken up: 

Read a third time and passed. 

A “Joint Resolutiow authorizing theComptroller of Publie 
Accounts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the 
use.ofthe Executive of the State.” 

Was taken up; : 

Read a third time and passed. 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Republican 
Academy.” 

Was aes up. 

On motion, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on education. ` 


s 
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A bill to be entitled “an act for the punishment of illegal; v vo- 
ting, and for other pnrposes. 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

The bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Neal moved that the bill be referred to the committeé 
on Privileges and elections. A 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A bil to be entitled “an act for the relief of Alfred Brig- 
gance.” 

Was taken up, aia read ‘a second time. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the bill-be referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands. ` 


Motion carried ia reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the county Court of 
Fort Bend county to levy an additional tax.” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a.second time. 

Mr. Rayner moved that thebill be engrossed. 


Motion sshd and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic, to make valid conveyances 
of real estate and negroes,” ‘together with the amendments 
proposed by the committee on the J udiciary, were taken up, 
and the amendments read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields moved the engrossment of the bill. 


Motion carried_and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts to issue duplicates for eertain Drafts, is- 
sued in favor of Charles Shearn.” 

Was taken up and read a second time. 


» Mr. Stuart moved the engrossmentof the bill. - 
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Motion carriéd and bill ordered-to be engrossed. 


—# 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on Contingent Expen- 
ses, made the following report: 


‘The committee on contingent expenses have examined the 
account of Messrs. Johnson & Hamilton, amounting to forty 
eight dollars and nineteen cents, for envelope and engrossing 
paper, and paper folders, furnished by them for the use of the 
two Houses of the Legislature; and finding the same cor- 
rect, recommend thatit be paid out of the- fund appropria- 
ted to defray the contingent expenses. of the Legislature. 


Report adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “an dctauthorizing the holders of Land 
eeriificates to have the same located in more than two sur 
veys.” 

Was taken up, andread a second time. 

Mr. Bogart moved that the bill be referred-to the commit- 
tee on Publie Lands. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to provide for the publication of the laws of this State,’ ap- 
proved May the 13th, A. D. 1846.” 

Was taken up and read. a second time. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved that the bill bereferred to the 
committee on Public Printing. 


Motion earried and reference made. é 


À bill to be entitled “an act requiring the Sheriffs and 
the Clerks of the several counties ofthis State to keep their 
offices at the places of holding the Courtsin each county.” 

Was taken up. : i 
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Ou motion of Mr: Fields, 

The bill wasread a second time by its, caption and referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled “an act supplementary to an act in re- 
lation to writs of error.” p 

Was taken up and read asecond time. i ' 

Mr. Winkler moved that the bill be referred to te. commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A billto be entitled “an act to authorize the Comptroller’ of 
` Public Accounts to issue certificates of stock in certain vases.” 
Was taken up and read a second time. 
Mr. Stuart moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. 


Motion carried and reference made. 


A “joint Resolution sioi ave and requiring the Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts to examine and settle certain ac- 
counts therein mentioned,” 

Was taken up. : 

a Stuart moved that the Joint resolution be laid upon the - 
table. - 


Motion lost. 


* 


Mr. Stuart then moved that the Joint Resolution be refer- 
Ted.to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

' Motion carried, and réference made. » i 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide í for the collection of 
the taxes for the year 1846.” ' i 

Was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bilt be referred to the committee 
on Finance. : 

Motion carrieđ, and reference made. 


Mr, Crutcher moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o clock. 


7 


Motion lost. 
28 
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A bill to be entitled “ An act to make an improved charter 
for-Goliad city,” was taken ap. , 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 


Te bill was read'by its caption, and referred to the committee 
on the ‘Judiciary.: ; 

A bill to be entitled “An act requiring the owners of and 
claimants to lands, to bave their titles, muniments of title, and 
claims tolands recorded in the counties in which such lands are 
situated,” was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 


Motion carried, and reference made. 


os 


A bill to be entitled “An act of sequestration,” was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Eddy. i 


The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary.. å 
A bill to be entitled “An act for the emancipation of slaves,” 
“was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, 


The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. Á 

A. bill to be entitled “An act to designate the officers and per- 
- sons who are authorized to celebrate the rites of matrimony,” 
was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary, + 
A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled “An act to provide for 
vesting in the State escheated’property,” ‘was taken up and read 
a first time. 
A bill (from the Senate) tobe entitled “Anact for the reliefot 
“Patrick Reels,” was taken up and read a first-time., ; 
Mr. Davis, of Liberty,moved that the House adjourn until 
to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. 
A bill (from the Senate) to be-entitled “An act to regulate the 
‘ issuance. of certificates for ‘land, tothe soldiers of the First Re- 
giment of Infantry, of the late Republic of ‘Texas, or to their 
heirs or assigns,” was taken up. l 
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‘On motion of Mr. McNeill, ‘ 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on Public Lands.\ 7 

A bill (from the Senate) tobe entitled “An act to define the 
boundary lines of Matagorda county,” was taken ‘up, and read 
asecond time, ` B 

Mr. Haynie moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on County Boundaries. 


Motion carried, and reference made. 


A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled “ An act to authorise 
and require the Secretary of State to cause all. the unbound en- 
rolled acts and joint resolutions of the late Republic of Texas, 
and of the first Legislature of the State of Texas, to be sub- 
stantially bound, for preservation, in his office.” was taken-up. 


On motion of Mr. Epperson, 


The bill was read a first time, by its. caption, and referred to 
‘the committee on State Affairs. : 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for fixing the seat of 
Justice for the county of Newton,” was taken up. > - + 

Mr. Eddy moved that the bill,be placed among ‘the orders of 
the day. 


Motion carried. 


_A “Joint resolution (from the Senate) requiring the. Attorney 
‘General to investigate the condition of the title to the various 
islands within the limits of Texas; and, il it be expedient, to 
cause legal proceedings to be instituted against petsons claim- 
ing the same, adversely to the State,” was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


The Joint resolution was read a second time, by: its caption, 
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary + . > 


A bill to be entitled “An act appropriating the'fines and pen- 
alties, accruing to the State by all suits and prosecutions, ïn 
which the State is plaintiff, to the payment of the juries and 
Witnesses in State cases; and to the clerks:and. sheriffs of the 


ee 
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counties in which fines are assessed, forfeitures occur, OF suits: 
prosecuted to judgment, in favor of the State,” was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Moseley, the bill was read a second time 
by its caption, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 

A “Joint resolution reviving the office of Auditor of Public 
Accounts,” was taken up, and read a second tinie. 

Mr. Tankersley moved that the joint resolution be referred to 
the committee on Finance. 


Motion carried, and referrence made. . 


&: bill to be entitled “An act to amend an act to incorporate 
the town of Nacogdoches, and other towns, approved June the 
doth, 1847,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, 

The bill wasread a second time, by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled “An-act fixing the seat of justice of New- 
ton county,” having been placed among the orders of the day, 
was taken up in its regular order. : 

Mr. Eddy moved to amend the bill by striking out the word 
“fixing,” and. inserting. “locating.” 


Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr Eddy, 
gee bill was then read a third time, by its caption, and pass- 
A bill tobe entitled “An act, to amend an act, entitled an act, 
to detect fraudulent land certificates, passed by ,the fifth Con- 
gress of the Republic of Texas,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 


The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committeeon Public Lands. - 
Mr. Crutcher moved that the House: adjourn. until 7 o'clock, 
p.m. 


Motion lost. 


On motion of Mr. Dooley, 
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The House adjourned until 10-o’clock, to-morrow morning- 
` x ; 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, January 29th, 1848. . 


4 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: . 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of Rọ, Eddy, 
Edwards, Epperson; Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Kee- 
nan, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Moseley, Mc-Cown, Mc- 
Neill, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Rebertson, 
Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Tru- 
it, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren. 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adepted. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following joint resolution and bills, 
by that body: 


A “ Joint resolution requesting the Senators and Represen- 
tatives of the State of Texas, in the-Congress of the United 
‘States, to protest against the relinquishment -of the Mexican 
Provinces or States, conquered by, and in the possession of the 
United States; and also, to protest against any law, which shall 
be intended to prevent the. citizens of slave-holding States from 
taking their property with them, in emigrating to said acquired 
territory ; ; 


“A bill to be entitled “An act, to repeal the law ofthe late 
Republic of Texas, creating a Board of Medical Censors ;” 
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À bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate and establish 
Guadalupe College ;” ; 

A bill to be entitled “An act to ereate a lien on domestic ves- 
sels, for supplies and materials furnished them, and for repairs 
and labor done thereon ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to authorize the city of Galves- 
ton to appoint firemen; and to exempt the same from militia 
and jury duty ;” and g 

A bill to be entitled “ An act authorizing persons who have 
received Donation Certificates under the provisions of an act 
granting land to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, 
and other battles, approved December the 21st, 1837, to alien- 
sate the said certificates, and the lands acquired under them,” 
with an amendment. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of Thomas J. Stell. 

On motion, Ce ag 

The petition was referred to the committee on Public Lands, 
without reading. l 

Mr. Pease presented the petition of the citizens of Velasco. 

On motion, : 

The petition was referred to the committee on State Affaits, 

without reading. 


ie e oe 
ka 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee ọn the J udiciary, made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An act to incorporate the town of Montgomery,’. 
have considered the same, and a majority of said committee 
have directed me to report the bill back tothe House, without 
amendment. — À 

Report received, and the bill laid upon. the table, to come up 
with the orders of the day. 


o 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows: 


* 


d 
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The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act regulating attachments‘? and also, 

A bill to be entitled * An act, to repeal in part, the first and 
“fourth sections of an act, to aménd an act, entitled an act, regu- 
lating attachmerits, approved February the 4th, 1841,” have 
examined said bills, and believing that our attachment laws 
need revision and amendment, they have prepared a bill, to be 
entitled “ An act regulating attachments,” which is herewith 
submitted; and they have directed me to report the same 
to the House, and recommend that.it be. adopted, as a substi- 
tute for both of the aforesaid bills. 


Report received, and the’bills laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report : 


‘The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act relating to special Judges of the Supreme 
Court.” have had the same under-consideration, and a majority 
of said committee have directed me to report the bill back to 
the House, and to recommend that it be indefinitely postponed. 


_ Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. 


2? 


— 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the. Judiciary, also 
reported, as follows: ~- 


“The committee on the Judiciary,;to whom was referred-a bill 
to be entitled “An Act to amend the 3d section of an act provi- 
ding for the transfer of Records of Administrators to new 
counties : approved, May 13th, 1846,” have had the same under 
consideration; and a majority_of said committee have directed 
me to report the bill back to the House and to recommend its 
passage. 
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Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up’ 
in its regular order. 


— 


Mr. Armstrong, one of the committee on T J ee re; 
ported, as follows : 


The committee on the J ee to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act to repeal an act to provide for the issu- 
ing of patents to the assignees of good and genuine uncoudi- 
tional head-right land certificates,” have had the same under 
consideration, and submit the accompanying as a substitute for 
the bill, and request its passage. 


Report received, and the bill aaa substitute laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Epperson, one of the, Judiciary committee, made the 
following report : 

The committee on the J ddian to whom was referred the 
petition of the citizens of Mount Pleasant, in Titus county, pray- 
ing that the town of Mount Pleasant be incorporated, and have 
extended to them all the benefits and privileges, and be, in 
every respect, governed by the provisions of An Act for the in- 
corporation of the town of Marshall,in the county of Harrison, 
have had the same under consideration, and .an see no reason 
why the prayer of the petitioners should not be granted. The 
committee have, therefore, instructed me to report the accompa- 
nying bill, embracing the object sought to be attained by the 
petition, and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill read a first time. 


.Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report ; 
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The committee on the Judicary, to whom was referred a 
Joint Resolution for the relief of Robert H. Beale, have consid- 
ered thesame. The Resolution grants to said Beale, one league 
and a labor of land, in consideration of his having been perma- 
nently disabled in the service of the country ; and a majority of 
said committee, perceiving no constitutional objection to the 
Resolution, have directed me to report the same to the House, 
and to recommend its passage. : 

A minority of the committee, consisting of Messrs. Potter, 
Armstrong and the undersigned, dissent from the report of the 
majority. = 

Report received, and the Resolution laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 


Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report : 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 11th section 
of An: Act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company,” have 
had the same under consideration, and find from facts placed 
before them, that the Company are now, and have been at work 
upon the Canal for some time past; and as, in the opinion of 
your committee, the completion of the work will be of great 
benefit te that portion of the State where the Canal is situated, 
as well as of utility to the State at large : they have, therefore, 
unanimously instructed me 10 report the bill back to the House, 
without amendment and to recommend its passage. 


_ Report received, and the bill laid on the table, to come up in 
its regular order. Sa 


ew 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committe: on Education,made 
the folowing report : 
The committee on Education, to whem was referred a b'llto 


be entitled “An Act to inforporate the Berkley Academy of 


AAD’ 


Montgomery county,” have had the same und2r consideration, 
and instruct me to report that they can see no constitutional: 
objection to -the- bill, and would, therefore, recommend its 
passage. A s ` T i 

They have, also, examined a’ Resohition instructing them to 
enquire whether counties in which towns have received dona- 
tions of land from the State of Coahuila and Texas, are not 
still entitled to lands, under the laws of the late- Republic of 
Texas, for school purposes. Believing that the Judiciary- would 
be the proper committee for the investigation of the subject, the 
committee have instructed me to respectfully ask, that they. be 
relieved from its further consideratién. ý 


Report received, and the bill laid on the fable, to come up in 
its regular order. 


oa 
—, 


“Mr. Crump, chairman of the committee on Military Affairs, 
made the following report: . ae 


The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Nathaniel R, Mallon, John J. Jobnson and J. H 
Brown, praying relief for services rendered the late Republic 
of Texas, have had the: same:under consideration; and instruct 
me to make the following report : ‘ 

The committee after diligent search, were unable to’find the 
names of some of the petitioners on the muster roll of Capt 
John Hays, deposited in the Adjutant General’s office; they; 
therefore, conceive it more prudent to pass a general bill for 
the relief of the Company, than to be at the trouble und expense 
of passing bills for the relief of the members individually. eye- 
ral of the members of the. Company, have already received 
compensation for their services which may be seen by reference 
to the statutes of 1844, In obedience, therefore, to their in- 
structions, I submit the accompanying Resolutions for the con- 
sideration of the House, and recommend. their passage. 


Report received, and the Resolutions laid pon the table to 
gome up in their regular. order. | 
F 
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‘ Mr: Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public’ Lands, 
made the'following report : . Ba 

The committee on`Public: Lands, tó whom was-referred the 
memorial of Ann Holmes, praying for the‘ confirmation of a 
certain Land Certificate for one league and labor of land, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the’ accompanying bill, and to recominend its passage: 

The committee have, also, had under consideration, the peti- 
tion of H. Bates, praying for land; and have instructed me to 
report the same back to the House, and to ask that they be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, as the necessary evidence 
of the petitioner’s right to land has not been adduced. 

The committee have, also, had under consideration, the peti- 
tion of Wm. C. Beard, praying fòr a confirmation of his head- 
right Land Certificate ; and they have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House ; and, on account of a constitational 
question which it involves,to recommend its reference to the 
Judiciary committee. 


` Report received, and the bill for the relief of the widow and 
heirs at law of James L. Holmes, deceased, read a first time. 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
riés, made the following report : ° ` l 
The committee on County Bouńdaries, to whom was referred 
the petition of the citizens of Limestone county, with an accom- 
panying bill, entitled “An Act to provide fòr securing the title to 
urchasers of lots in the town of Springfield, county: seat of 
imestone county,” hayé had the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report the petition and bill back to the House, 
with the request that they be discharged from further action 
thereon, as they believe that the consideration of the same more 
properly belongs to the committee on .the Judiciary, to whom 


a 


the House is most respectftlly requested to refer it. p 


Report received, and the petition and bill laid.on the: table, 
to come up in their regular order. 
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Mr. Allen, chairman: of the committee on Contingent Ex. 
penses, reported as follows : di 


The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was re- 
. ferred a Resolution instructing them to enquire into the proba- 
ble expense incurred, for transporting the remains of Major 
Samuel H. Walker, and Captain R. A, Gillespie, from Houston 
to the Alamo, respectfully report, that the Fraternity of Odd 
Fellows paid the expenseone hundred dollars—for transpor- 
ting the remains of Major Walker, from Houston to this city; 
and that Lamar Moore, at the request of a warm friend of the 
deceased, had the remains carried to the Alamo, incurring 
thereby, an expense of fifty- dollars. 

The committee believe that the fraternity above mentioned, 
do not expec: that the one hundred. dollars advanced by them, 
should be refunded, inasmuch -as they made the appropriation 
from feelings of kindness and benevolence. There is no evi- 
dence within the knowledge of the committee, that any expense 
was incurred for transporting the remains of the late Capt. R. 
A. Gillespie to the Alamo. i 

The committee would respectfully suggest that, Lamar 
Moore should not lose the fifty dollars advanced by. him, and 
therefore, earnestly recommend that the sum be paid out of the 
fund appropriated to defray the Contingent Expenses of the 
Legislature. 


Report received, and laid upon the table, to come up in its 
regular order. i 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 


Thé committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An Act supplementary to An Act, entitled An Act 
to create the county of Smith ;” approved, April 11th, 1846. 

A bill to be’ entitled “An Act to creaté the county of Kauf- 
man,” and a rar: 

‘Joint Resolution relative to the establishment of a line of 


Military Posts, from Fort Washita, on Red River, to the Rio del 
Norte,” and find the same correctly engrossed.’ 


Report accepted., 


+ 


„Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: . 


- 


_ The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a.bill to 
be entitled “ An act to incorporate the city of Laredo,” and find 
the same correctly enrolled; and, having been. signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the President of the 
Senate, was this day presented to His Excellency, the Gover- - 
nor, for his approval. l , 

Report accepted. 


Mr, Epperson, chairman of the Select Committee on Appor- 
tionment, made the‘following report : 


Committee Room, 
January 28th, 1848. 


To the Hon. J. W. HENDERSON, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives r 


The select committee on Apportionment, after much deliba- 
tion, would recommend that a sliding basis: of nine hundred 
electors be adopted as the basis of Senatorial Districts. The 
number of qualified electors in the State according to the cent 
sus returns, is about twenty-two thousand. ‘The proposed ba- 
sis would then increasé the present number of Senators from 
twenty-one to: twenty-five. Although the committee are of 
opinion that itis not our policy to increase representation in 
either branch, to any considerable extent ; yet they believe that 

this branch should’ be increased, or the number in the House 
decreased.  Fhis will much facilitate the fair and equal distri- 
bution of Senators. among the several counties of the State; ac- 
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cording to its great natural divisions. Considering the great 
extent of territory, and the diversity of local interest every. 
where to be met with, your committee are of opinion that this 
number is not too large. Even in adopting. this basis, in most 
cases several counties must be thrown together to make a Sen. 
atorial district. . 

The committee would also recommend that a sliding basis 
of fifteen hundred and sixty of free whites be entitled to elect 
one representative. The number of free whites in the State is 
about one hunred and two thousands. This basis will then 
make the number of representatives in the House sixty-five, 
one less than the present number. Your committee admit that 
this is a large number of representatives for the small popula- 
tion of the State, but it must be remembered this population is 
scattered sparsely over an imihénse extent of territory, having 
many and diverse interests. And to adopt a large basis will 
throw together several counties to composé One representative 
district—counties widely differing in local interest would una- 
voidably be brought together. Were it possible without in- 
- creasing too much the number ef representatives, it would 
doubtless be best to give to each county a representative; but 
this cannot be done without increasing the number beyond the 
constitutional limits. By adopting a very large basis, we 
practically deprive the smaller counties of Representation, by 
alwas putting; it in the power of the larger ones to elect the 
member. To remedy this evil as far as practicable, the com- 
mittee recommend the sliding basis above mentioned, and think 
it proper to give te counties which have fractions greater than 
two-thirds of the basis a representative, especially where the 
adjoining county or counties have large fractions to spare, and 
by thus transferring the surplus of the large.counties to the les- 
ser ones, give to each natural divisions of the State its appro- 
priate weightin the Legislature. In doing this the committee 
think jit advisable to take into consideration the peculiar 
docal divisions of tbe State and the situations of the counties. 
Notwithstanding this rule it will be necessary, in some cases, _ 
to throw together several counties to make a representative dis- 
trict, lying adjoining and contiguous to each ather, yet entirely 
dissimilar in local interest. No plan can be devised in appor- 
tioning representation, but will be liable to these objections. 
The committee are of opinion, that the plan they recommend, 
though in a few cases obnoxious to these objections, is as W 


a 


447 


exceptionable in this respect, as_any that at this time can- be. 
adopted. Andin adopting this, they are satisfied no injustice 
will be done to any part of the State. ‘oo 
In accordance with these reasons, the committee have in- 

structel me to report the accompanying bill, and recommend 
its passage. “They believe it complies with the requisitions of 
the Constitution, which makes it the duty of the Legislature of 
this “session to apportion Senators according to the qualified 
electors, and Representatives according .to the number of free 
whites among the several counties of the State. In adopting 
any measure of this kind, in: which every part of the State is in- 
teres.ed, we must be willing to make compromises and mutual 
concessions. And itis only by doing this that we can hope to 
pass any apportionment bill whatever. 

=- Your committee would now beg to be discharged, and ex- 
. cused from further considefation of the subject. 
vo, B. H.. EPPERSON, Chairman. 
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Mr. Bourland moved that one hundred copies of the bill be 
printed. 


Motioncarried. ‘ 


Mr. Bourland then-moved ‘that the bill be made the special 
order of the day for Thursday next. ] 


> 


Motion carried. - 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 
The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 
Mr. Tankersley moved that the fax biil be taken up: 


Motion lost. 


+ 


A bill to be entitled “An act concerning fraudulent and con- 
 ditiònal land titles, derived «from the Governments:of Spain, 
Mexico, Coahuila and ‘Texas? was taken up. a 


On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 


> 
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The bill was made the special order of the day for Monday 
next. ` ' 
A “J oint resolution requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives of Texas, in the Congress of the United States, to protest 
against the relinquishment of the Mexican Provinces, or States, 
conquered by, and in the possession of, the United States, with- 
out indemnity: Also, to protest against any law which shall be 
intended to prevent the citizens of slave-holding States from 
taking their property with them, in emigrating to said aequired, 
territory,” together with amendments from the Senate, were 
taken up, and the amendments read and concurred in. 


A bill to be entitled “An act authorizing persons who have 
received Donation Certificates,-under the provisions of an act 
granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, 
and other battles, approved December the 20th, 1837, to alien- 
ate said certificates, andthe land acquired under them,” was 
taken up, together with an amendment from the Senate. 

The amendment was read, and the House refused its con- 
currence, 


A bill to be entitled “An act to authorize the city or Galves- 
ton go appoint firemen, and to exempt the same from militia 
and jury duty,” together with amendments, proposed by the 
Senate, were taken up. 

. Fheamendments were read, and the House refused its con- 
currence, i , 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to amend an act, to regulate 
proceedings in the District Court, approved May the 13th, 
1846,” was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, of Houston, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. . 

A bill to be entitled * An act concerning cheats and swind- 
lers, and offences against the public trade,” was taken up, and 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


The bill was referred tò the committee onthe Judiciary. _ 

A. bill to be entitled “ An act, to amend an act, to organize 
the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved May the 
12th, 1846,” was taken up, and read a second time, 


On motion of Mr. Reagan, 
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The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

«A juint resolution for the relief‘of William Plucker,” : was 
taken up, and read a second time. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to authorize the floating of land 
certificates, in certain cases, together with the report of the 
committee on Public Lands thereon, were taken up. 

Report read and adopted, and the bill ordered to lie on the 
* tabe. l 

A billto be entitled “ An aċt to define the boundaries of Ca- 
mal county,” together with the report of the committee on Coun- 
ty Boundaries, thereon, were taken up, and the bill read a se- 
cond time. g3 E 


On motion of Mr. Allen, 


? : 2 
The bill was referred to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. ; AEA ; 
_ A bill to be entitled “An act to create the county of Washita,” 
together with the report of the committee on Countyg Boun- 
daries thereon, were taken up, and the bill read a second time. - 


Mr. Reagan moved to strike out the word “ Washita,” and 
insert the word “Stout.” °° 


a 


Mr. Bourland moved a division of the question. 


Motion lost. * 

Mr. Willie moved that the billand amendment be laid upon 
the table. 

Motion lost. 


Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be re-referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Bogart moved to amend the amendment, by inserting 
before Stout, to word “ Bill,” so that it may read, as amended, 
“ Bill Stout.” 


Question—shall the amendment as amended be adopted by 
this House ? an 


The House decided in the negative. 
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Mr. Willie moved that the sense of the House be now taken 
upon the previous question. : l 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Haynie moved to strike ont “July next,” and insert “first 
Monday in August, 1849.” 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the amendment by fixing the 
date at 1848, which was accepted by Mr. Haynie. 

Question—shall the amendment.as amended be adopted by 
this House? 

The House decided in the affirmative. | 

Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

Provided, That the Governor shall provide a guard of two 
hundred men, to take his proclamations. ordering an election, to 
the various Indian villages in said county. f ; 


Amendment rejected. 


. Mr. Cunningham moved to strike ont “ Washita,” andin- ` 
seri 4 Carnes.” 
Motion carried. 


Mr. Davis, of Robertson, moved to amend as follows: 


Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the town of-Santa Fe 
- shall be the county seat of said county, until otherwise provi- 
ded for by law. 


Amendmentadopted. 


Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be engrossed. 


Mr. Allen moved that the bill be referred to the select com- 
mittee of which Mr. Neal is chairman. 


Motion carried. 


& bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or disposal of 
powder, lead or spirituous liquors to Indians, together with the 


ro ofthe the committee on the Judiciary thereon, were ta- 
D up. | | 


Report:réad and adopted; and the bill ordered to Jie on the 
‘table. : 

A bill to be entitled an act asserting to-the: purchase by thë 
United States, and ceding to the same jurisdiction, of certain 
lands in this State, for certain purposes, together with the re- 
port of the committee on Federal Relations thereon, were ta- 
ken up. 

Mr. Crump moved that a call ofthe House be made. 

Motion carried. 

The roll was called, and a quorum found to be present. 

Mr. Eddy moved that the call be suspended. 

Motion carried. 


Mr. Potter moved that the bill be referred tọ the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Motioncatried. 

A bill tobe entitled an actrepealing the Rankrupt Law, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary there- 
‘on, were taken up. f 

Reportread and adopted, and the bill ordered to lie-on the 
table, 

` A Dill to be entitled an act to.amend the‘12th section of the 
“Actof Limitation,” approved February the 5th, 1841, togeth- 
er with the report of the committee on the Judiciary thereon, 
were taken up. _ , o G. 

Report read and adopted, and the bill ordered to lie on the 
table.. 

À bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Spring- 
field. together with the report of the committee on the Judicia- 
ry thereon, were taken up. - 

Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be read by its caption. 


Motion carried. 
Mr. Fields moyed tbat the bill be laid upon the table. 
' Motion lost. e. 


The bill was then read 4 second time, by its caption. 
Mr. Davis, of R., moved that the bill be engrossed, 


Motion carried,and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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A bill to be entitled an act to authorize a special to be cob 
lected in the county of Guadalupe, together with the report of 
the committee on the Judiciary thereon, were taken up. i 


Report read and adopted. 


Mr. Allen moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried,and the bil: ordered to be engrossed. 


The resolution on the subject of ceding to the General Gav- 
ernment the right of jurisdiction over the soil appropriated to 
the purposes of erecting two light houses on our coast; and 
. also on the subject of transferring our custom houses, and oth- 
er places used for the purpose of collecting impost duties, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary there- 
on, were taken up. 


Report read. . 
Mr: Willie moved: that the report and resolution be Iaid' on 
the, table. -e - 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Ist, 2d, and 4th sec- 
tions of “anact to regulate the license and practice of Attorneys 
and Counsellors at Law,” approved May 12th, 1846, was ta- 
ken up. . 

_Mr. Sterne moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 


: m. ’ a 
Mr. Mosely moved to amend the motion by: substituting 
‘Monday morning, 10 o’clock,” for “3 œelock, p. m.” 


Motion carried , and 
The House adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o'clock. 


Question pending on the bill-to amend the Ist, 2d and 4th 
sections of “an act,” &e., &e, —_ 


* 
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House of Representatives, 
Austin, Jan. 31, 1848. . 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, | 
And the following members answered to their names: - 


Messrs. Sepeaker, meee: Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Da- 
vis, of Lọ, Davis, of R, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, 
Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H, 
Mosely, McCown, Neal; Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 
Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, * Tan- 
kersley, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Wheeler and White. 


A quorum being present, l A 


The Journal of Saturday, the -29th inst, was read and 
adopted. ` ; 


Mr. Fields presented the petition of Alexander Wright. 
On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on 
Public Lands, without reading. 


Mr. Tankersley presented the petition of D. C. Ogden. 
The petition was read, and, 
On motion, referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. i . 


Mr. Stout presented the petition of the citizens of Red Riv- 
er county. ' l 

On motion the petition was referred to the cornmittee on ~ 
Public Lands, without reading. 


_ Mr, Potter presented the petition of sundry citizens of Gal- 
veston county, praying f. r the passage of a law incorporating 
the Galveston Steam Ferry, Freight and Tow Boat Company. 

On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, without reading. 


% 


Mr. Robertson presented the memorial of Jabez Dean.. 
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‘On motion, the memorial . was referred to the committee om 
Finance, withow! reading. 

Mr. Haynie presented the petition of 8. L. Johnson. 

On motionihe petition was referred to the committee on 
Public Lands, without reading. 


‘Mr. Dooley presented the petition of the German Emigra- 
tion Company. 

On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs, without reading. 

Mr. Cunningham, one of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : 


The committee on the J udiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to make an improved charter for Go- 
liad city,” have had the same under consideration, anda major- 
ity of said committee have instructed me tọ report the same 
back to the House, and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. 


7 + 

Mr, Allen, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
“joint resolution for the relief of Ford & Cronican, Public 
Printers,” together with the report of the committee on Public 
Printing thereon, have instructed me to report the same back ‘ 
to the House, wita the accompanying substitute, the passage 
of which is respectfully recommended. 


Report received, and the joint resolution and substitute laid 
upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 


* 


any 


` Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education, 
made the following report: ' 
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The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act for the benefit of Booksellers” have éon- 
sidered the same, and would respectfully report, that the pas- 
sage of the bill wouJd tend to promote the diffusion of know- 
Jedge, and afford facilities to teachers and schools, for the pro- 
curement of uniform text-books, without material injury to the 
revenues of the State. They would therefore return the bill to 
the House, and ask for a favorable action thereon. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. š S 5 


Mr. Lyons, chairman of the committee on Roads and Public 
Highways, made the following report: 


The committee on Roads and. Public Highways, to whom 
was referred the petition of the County Court of Washington 
county, in relation to roads, have had’ the same under conside- 
ration,and have instructed me to report the petition back to 
the House, and to ask to be discharged from its further consid- 
eration. - i 


Report received, and the petition laid tipon the table, to come 
up in its regular order. 


sarman 


* 


Mr, Lyons, chairman of the csmmittee on Roads and Pub- 
lic Highways, also made the following report: : 

The committee on Roads and Publie Highways, to whom 
was referred a bil tò be entitled “an act to regulate Ferries,’ ` 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the same back to the Houre, with an amendment 
thereto, and to recommend its’ passage. 


__ Report received, and the bill laid upon thé-table, to come up 
in ifs regular order. 


“ 
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Mr. Lyons, chairman of the committee on Roads and Publie 
Highways, also reported as follows : : 


The committee on Roads and «Public Highways, to whom 
‘was referred a bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the Cum- 
missioners’ Courts of Counties to regulate roads and appoint 
overseers,” have, in accordance with a requirement of the 
‘House, had the same under consideration; and a majority of 
said committee have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the House, with sundry amendments thereto, and to recom- 
mend its passage, as amended. = 

* 


Report received, and the bill and amendments laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order, j 


ka 


> 


Mr. Tankersley, chairman of the . special committee (on the 
part of the House,) raised to act in conjunction with a like 
committee on the part of the Senate, for the purpose of exam- 
ining into the condition of the offices of the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts and the Treasurer of the State, made the fol. 
lowing report: ; ; 


` To the Hon. the President of the, Senate, 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The special committee raised by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, for the purpose of examining into the condi- , 
tion of the offices of Comptroller of Public Accounts and Treas- 
urer of the State, having performed the duty impozed upon 
them, instruct the undersigned to report, that they find said 
offices to have been conducted inall respects as well as could 
be desired. - l 


. The committee take pleasire in stating, that they examined 
the condition of the Treasury Department in reference to the 
biennial reports made by the Comptroller and Treasurer of 
the State, and find that said reports contain a true and correct 
statement of the condition of their respective offices. Your 
committee, with a view to the ascertainment of the amount of 
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monies outstanding and due the State, fromindividuals having 
the collection of impost duties and direct taxes, under the laws 
of the late Republic of Texas, as also the amount of monies 
due the State by individuals having the collection of taxes un- 
der the laws of the State, requested the Comptroller of Public 
Accoun's to furnish them with å written statement of the names 
of individuals, having the collection of imposi. duties under the 
laws of the late Republic of Texas, and the amount of money ` 
by such individuals now due the State, as also the aggregate 

amount due by individuals having the collection of, direct tax- 

es, under the laws of the late Republic of Texas and State of 
Texas, which statement is herewith submitted to the two Hou- 

ses of the Legislature for their inspection. ‘They also, here- 

with submit, to the inspection of the Legislature, a written 

statement of the Treasurer of the State, showing the. amount 

of money now in the ‘Treasury subject to disbursement. 

Your committee .c.nnot close this report without directing 
the attention of the Legislature to that part of the statement of 
the Comptroller, which suggests the*propriety of the appoint- 
ment of a fiscal agent, to superintend, receive and transmit, the . 
reyenue-to the Treasury department, as the same may be col- 
lected by the collectors of taxes. The committee, from inves- 
tigation a d consultation with the Comptroller, ard fully sen- 
sible of the importance of such an, officér, and that the present 
expensive and embarrassing system of transmitting the retenue 
to the Traasury department, serves in many instances as a 
pretext to individuals, to withhold the amounts by them col- 
lected, from the State, for private purposes, thereby depriving’ 
the State of the immediate use of its revenue; whereas, if such 
an officer existed, the revenue collected by the several collect- 
ors of taxes, would be -paid over to such officer when called 
for; this system, your committee are fully persuaded, would 
greatly facilitate the collection of the revenue,—they believe 
that the interest of the State requires the aid and. assistance of 
such an officer, and the enaci:ment of a law more effective than 
any which now exists, compelling officers having the collection 
of the revenue, to pay the same over as soon as collected; the 
committee therefore respectfully invite the special attention of 
the Legislature to this subject. 


Having as they believe, fully discharged the duty imposed 
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upon them, fhe committee ask to be discharged from the further 
investigation of the Treasury department. 7 
. H. J. JEWETT, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
B. F. TANKERSLEY, | 


Chairman on part of House. 


* 
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Comptroller's Office, 
Austin, January 26, 1848. 
To the Hon. B. F. Tantersley, 
Chairman of a Seiect Committees 
_ House of Representatives: 


Srri:—In conformity with a request contained in your note on 
behalf of the joint committee of the Senate and Honse of Rep- 
resentatives of the 2)steinst, as. to “what amount of custom 
dues were payable to the Government of Texas, by whom 
collected; when payments of the same have been made, and 
by whom since the change- of government; what amount is 
mow due, and by whom. The aggregate of the amount now 
due from tax collection under the laws of the Republic of Tex- 
as, and whatamoant is now due by collectors of taxes under 
the State.” I herewith submit the following report: 

First. The amount due from customs on the 16th of Feb- 
ruary, 1846, and the amount paid into the Treasury since that 
date, and the balance remaining due at this time. . 


Amt. paid, Amt. due Amt. due 
Fel). 16, 1846, Jan. 1, 1848. 
James H: Cocke, Custom . 


Agent, Galveston, for mo- 
nies collected by and re- 
ceived through him on ac- 
count of customs, _ .  _ 83,745 42 
Amount paid April 28, 1846, 5,205 00 
do. . « 28, * 12,400 95 
do. June 8, * 943 61 
do. July 9, “ 146 62 
do. * 1L.,* 200 00 
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Amt. paid. - Amt. due Amt. due 


- Feb. 16,1846. Jau.1, 1848. 
do. e 500 00 
do. OE 1,002 00 
do. August, 12, “ 300 00 > 
do. Oct.. 7, “ 2,705 68 
do, Nov., 10, “ 54 33 


do. Dec, 12, * 3,062 12 
do. Feb. 6,1847, 53°35 


do. March 27, “ 500 00 
do. . May 7, “ . 875 00 
do. August 24, “ 420 60 


Amount of expenses since 
the change’of government, ` 
including part of expenses 
for previous quarter, ending ei 
31st January, 1846, ' 4,540 31 32,918 97 826 45 


An additional amount of $2,000 to that shown above, was 
to have been paid on the first of the present month, on account ` 
of duties secured by deposite, bat as I have not beer advised 
ofits payment, the amount is not included in the cash receipts, 
supposing it to have been collected, it will*increase the 
amount due to $2,826 45, 

It may be proper for me here to remark that the cellector 
has been dispossessed wi.hout his knowledge or consent, df a 
quantity of goods, which-had been deposited to secure an ini- 
portation, the duties on whieh; amounted to upwards of $2,090, 
every assurance has been given by the party, that the duies 
will be paid, and it is thought by the agent, that the amount 
will shortly he available to the Siate.” l 

About $7,500 is yet owing in addition to the above, on ship 
ments made between the 29th December 1845, when the laws 
of the United States were extended over Texas, and the 16th 
of February following, when the government of the State or- 
ganized, at which date in the opinion of Texas, annexation 
Was only consummated, and.her.right to collect impost dutjes 
only then ceased. The question has uot yet been finally de- 
termined, an apreal Fas becn talen te ‘bef upierre Court of 
United States, and until the decision of that court. is known, 
all proceedings to coerce the payment of this amount has 

een forbidden, 
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Amt. paid. Amt. due Amt. due 
Feb. 16, 1846. Jan. 1, 1848, 
Alex. Somerville, Collec- 
tor, District of Calhoun, ` 23,696 66 
Amt. paid, May 15th, 1846, 5,031 75 
do. . July 27th, “ 8,000 00 
do. March 10th, 1847, 100 00 
do. June 9th, 200 00 
Amount of duties refund- 
ed tos. W. Fisher and E. 
Dwyer, 641 98 
Amt. of difference in val- 
ne of coins as received by 
collector, and allowed by 
Treasury Dept., according 
to joint resolution, approved 
Feb. 3, 1846. 110 66 
Expenses, ' 413 81 


$14,558 20 


Nors—The collector in- 
stituted suit against Ward 
& Ingram, for the recovery 
of this amount, for which he 
- claims a credit on the 
books of this office which re- 
duce the balance against 
himto 1,647 51 16,205 71 7,490 95 


Of the balance due by this officer, about $2,000 is a delin- ° 
quency of a late deputy collector at Port LaaVaca, but for ` 
which, the collector is responsible. Suit has been commenced 
by him against the defaulting deputy. Iam not advised of 
the present condition of the proceedings. It is thought, how- 
ever, that the amount will ultimately be made. . For the bal- 
ance, Gen. Somerville has given every assurance of his deter- 
mination to satisfy as soon as he can realize it from the sale 
of individual property; should he fail, however, so to do, be- 
fore the meeting ofthe next District Court, suit will be insti- 
tuted for its recovery. ‘The deficit is amply secured by bond. 
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Amt. paid. Amt. due Amt. dus 
Feb. 16, 1846. Jan. 1, 1848. 


o 


Wm. M. Hurt, collector, 
San Augustine, 
Amount paid May 16, 1846, | 240 00’ 

do. April 10,1847, ° 32920 @ ~~ - 
do. Oct.5, “ -* 20000 76920 8,279 67° 


9,048 87 


The delinquency of this officer, to the amount of $3620 -79, 
consists of notes or obligations taken from the importers, under 
jnstractions from the Secretary of the Treasury in payment of 
duties, although the law did not delegate such authority, the . 
course was thought by the then incumbent advisable and pol- 
itic, on account of the opposition then existing, in that section 
to the collection of impost duties. To have exacted a strict 
observance of the Iaws, would in all probability have resulted 
in anentire failure of their enforcement, and the example 
once set, might have been followed in other districts. To pre- 
vent this, was the principal reason which induced the Sec- . 
retary to assume the authority he did. The notes have been 
placed in the hands of the District Attorney for collection, 
and no difficulty, I believe, is apprehended as to their being 
ultimately collected. For the balance of the amount, the col- 
lector professes to be anxious to pay. His bond is entirely 
responsible for it, 


Amt. paid.” Amt. due Amt. due 
Feb. 16,1846. Jan. I, 1848. 
W. ©. Y. Dashiell, col- l 
lector, district of Sabine. 
Amount paid April 28, 1846, 400 00 2,00% 89 
do. to James Cocke, © 
and remitted by him to.the . 
Treasury, 300 00 700 00 1,307 89 


_ The principal ii of this officer’s delinquency is- for obliga- 
tions taken by him for tonnage duties. The -jurisdiction of 
Texas in the waters of the Sabine for the collection of tonnage 
on vessels from the United States, was always the subject of 
dispute, and when shippers or masters of vessels were dis- 
posed to deny this right, the collector was unable to enforce 

the law; he was therefore, compelled in many instances, tv 


-~ 
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compromise by taking the conditional obligation of the party 
for the same, to be paid when it wa’ acknowledged by the 
United States, that Texas had a right to exact the paymentof 
tonnage on vessels entering said river. The question remains 
undetermined, coggequently, the obligations remain. unpaid, 


Amt. paid. Amt due Amt. due 


Feb. 16,1846. Jan. 1, 1848, 
Geo. M. Collinsworth, 
collector, district of Aran- 
Saso, 10,351 84 
Amt. paid April 28, 1846, 5,064 28 ; 
do. Nov. 13, “ 172 15 
do. to John Howe, spe- Go a 
cial agent, and,remitted by ` ' i 
him to the Treasury, 1,613 41 6,849 84 3,502 00 


This officer professed not to be aware of this balance against 
him, until informed by the department. He states that on 
transmitting his last return, he was informed by his. deputy, 
‘that the full amount owing had been remitted, and his accounts 
Balanced and closed. ‘That he entrusted the closing of his ac- 
counts to his deputy entirely, his own time being otherwise 
occupied. “He has promised to visit.the seat of government 
and arrange the matter. 


Amt paid. Ámt. due Amt. due 
; Feb. 16, 1846. - Jan. 1, 1848. 
Reuben M. Potter, collec- i 

tor of customs, Brazos. 1,751 52 
Amt. paid Feb. 18, 1846, 187 50 

do. Oct. PAR <“ 24 00 

do. May 321, “ 247 19 

do, Jan. 1, 1848, 247 50 708 19 1,045 33 


The balance owing by this officer bears peculiarly hard up- 
on him. In 1842, when the constitutionality of the act of July 
23d, of that year, for. receiving Exchequer Bills at less than 
their face value for public dues, wasquestioned. He, to avoid 
any difficulty or disturbance, and with an eye alone to the 
public interest, permitted a certain quantity of merchandize to 
go.out of his custody; with a distinct understanding with the 
parties, that they would save him harmless in the transaction 
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and be. governed: by whatever decision might he made by the 
courts. This they haye only done to a certain extent, by 
- placing in his hands paper for collection, the principal part of 
which, he hasbeen to this day unable to realize the money on. 

The amount owing by Mr. Potter, may be looked upon as 
entirely safe. He is now in théempley of the General Govern- 
ment, and although the salary he receives is small, every dol- 
lar which he can possibly spare over what is necessary for a 
bare subsistence is applied to the discharge of this indebted- 
ness. 

It may not be improper fo remark that the collector at Ve- 
lasco was entitled by law.to receive a conditional salary of 
$800 00 per annum; provided the commissions and fees a- 
mounted to that sum, but when they did not come up to the 
maximum salary, then such amount was to be in Tull for com- 
pensation. During the three years 1842, 1843 and 1844, that 
` Mr. Potter acted as collector, his commissions and feesamount- 
.edonly to $1,104 59, an average of $368-19 per annum. I 

would most respectfully suggest, as an act of justice to this 

meritorious officer, that the committee take into consideration’ 
the peculiar hardstiip of his case, and recommend such addi- 

tional amount in the way of salary, not to exceed the maxi- 

mum, as may appear to them just and equitable, the-same to 

be applied to the discharge of his delinquency. 


Amt. paid. Amt. dre ` Amt. due 
, Feb. 16, 1846. Jan. 1, 1848 
Gail Borden, late collector 


district of Galveston, 7 l . i 
Ly 26,869 33 26,869 33 


Suit has been commenced against this officer and his secu- 
tities for the above aniount, of which $24,816 71, is of Ex- 
chequer bills, the balance $2,052 62, specie. On the trial of 
the cause. in the District court-the Exchequer bills were reduced 
toa par value according to their market price, as the time 
demand was made on the late collector for the payment of the- 
amount, and judgment rendered accordingly, which, together 
with $2,052 62 sound funds, amount to $25,410. 28 par funds, 
including damages. The case has been carried to the Supreme 
court of the State where it is now pénding. 
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Amt. paid. Amt. due Amt. due 
Feb. 16,1846. Jan, 1, 1848. 
Sandford Holman, collec- 
tor, San Augustine. 
2,679 34 
Amount paid July 24, 1847, 600 00 609 00 2,079 34 


.This claim isin suit and judgment obtained, the above cred- 
it of $600 has been paid since.the rendering of the judgment, 
the balance is secure and may be expected shortly. 


Amt. paid. © Amt. due Amt. due 
Feb. 16, 1846, Jan. 1, 1848, 
Samuel W. Wybrants, 
collector, Aransaso. 


. 207 59- 207 59 


Suit, will be instituted for this amount, for which the bond 
is ample. . 
Amt. paid. Amt. duo Amt, due 

Feb. 16, 1846. Jan. 1, 1848. 
Janies Bourland, collec- 


tor, district of Red River, 8,149 07 
Amt. paid April24, 1846, 2,695 37 

do. May 13, “ 655 50 

do. Sept. 17, “ 81 ‘00 

do. “ 28, « 2,100 00 

do. Jan. 1, 1848, 2,589 20 

do. of expenses, 28,00 8,149 07 


Direct and Incense Taxes levied under the laws of the Jate Re- 
“public of Texas: 


The books show a balance due from this source of revenue 
of about $85,000 00. It would not be safe to calculate upor 
receiving any thing like this sum, a large portion of the a- 
mount will be satisfied by insolvent and defaulting payers. 

The Sheriffs who were ex-officio collectors of direct taxes, 
under*the late government, appropriated-a considerable a- 
mount of the revenue collected to the expense of keeping crim- 
inals committed to their custody in the several counties. The 
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department invariably refused to allow such disbursement in 
settlement with the officer, as there was no law authorizing it, 
and many of the defalcations now existing is occasioned by 
the application thus made of the money. 

I will here renew the suggestion which-I made in my annu- 
al report, viz: that authority should be conferred, for the col- 
lection of the arrearages now due on the assessment rolls, 
either on those who stand charged with the amount, or the 
duty assigned to the present assessors and collectors. . . 

A number of suits are now pending against late tax collec- 
tors, and it is my intention to place the balance which remain 
unsettled in the hands ofthe District Attorneys for collection, 
as soon as the accounts can be prepared. 

I should not estimate the amount.te be received from this 
source during the, present year, at exceeding $5,000. 


Direct and License Taxes, levied under the State. 


The amount due at this time from State revenue for the 
Years 1846 and 1847, amounts to about $74,100, allowing full 
collections to have been made by the officers. ` 

I would most respectfully call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the recommendation made in my last annualreporf, on 
the subject of authorizing the appointment of a fiscal agent, 
who should visit the various collectors and make settlements, 
&c. The utility for such an agent, is eyery day more appar- 
ent, and I ask of the committee their most favorable consid- 
eration of the subject, and if they agree with me in the sug- 
gestion, to recommend it for the necessary Legislative action. 

Ihave confined the statement and remarks which I have 
made in relation to the fiscal concerns of the late goverement 
to the exchequer system, commenced in 1842. To have fur- 
nished the situation of the accounts of the various revenue of- 
ficers anterior to that time, would have been an illimitable 
undertaking, and could not have been prepared during the pe- 
tiod which the present Legislature is likely to remain in ses- 


Sion, and at the same time dispose of the current business of 
the office. 


+ 


“Very respectfully yours, 


i . _ JAMES B. SHAW, Compt. 
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Treasurers Office, 
Austin, January 29th, 1848, 
To the Honorable 
B. F. Tankersley, 
Chairman of Speciak Committee, House of Representatives, 
Sir—tIn.answer tothe enquiry of the Special Joint Commit. 
tee of the Senate and House of Representatives, made through 
: yourself, relative to the condition ofthe Treasury at this time, 
{ have the honor to state; i 
That there is now in this office 
foridisbursement the amount . 
of : ý : : : $70,063. 01 
To show properly the sum ; 
subject-to future-appropriations 
there should be deducted from ` 
the amount the following items, 
viz, 
For balance due and undrawn 
upon appropriations fór 1846 
and 1847, (less the amount of 
$10,000 for building a Peni- 
tentiary; that appropriation 
-being cancelled soon by the 
limitation fixed in the Consti- 
- tution; : ; 2 z $33,400 00 
For amount due the members 
and officers of the Legislature 
uptodate,  : a 10,600 00 
For amount on deposite for the 
benefit of the men composing 
the ‘expedition under Col. . 
‘Sniveley, : $e 2 3 1,930 00 
For amount due Assessors and 
Collectors for taking the cen- 
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sus of the State, : : 3,550 00 $89,480 00 
Balance in the Treasury subject ne eee 
_ to future appropriation, i .  $80;588- 01 

` I have the honor to be, 

very respectfully, 


_” your ob't. serv’t. 
JAMES H. RAYMOND, 
_ Treasurer. 


AGT 


Report received and Taid upon the table to come up in its 
- regular order. . 
+ aS % 


Mr. Stuart introduced a bill to be entitled “an act author- 
izing the appointment of a Fiscal Agent, and for the better 
security of the revenue. , ~ 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to be entitled “an act te cre- 
ate the county of Cooke.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Neal introduced a bill to be entitled “an act supple- 
mentary to an act to incorporate the town of Refugio.” ` 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Potter introduced a bill to be entitled “an act te regu- 
late the sale, vending and distribution of patent or secret med: 


Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Potter, also, introduced a biil to be entitled ‘ ‘an act to 
amend the 11th section of an act organizing County Courts, 
approved May the i3th,A. D. 1846.- 

Bill read a first time. i 

Mr. Dooley introduced a bill to be entitled san act to incor- 
porate the western Texas Orphan Asylum.” 

- Bill reada first time. 

Mr. McNeill introduced a bill to be entitled “an act for the 

relief of Ann Terrell. 


Billread a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 
The House proceeded to the orders of the Be. 


The Chair announced a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, containing a“ letter of ex- 
planation from the Spanish Clerk ofsaid. Office. 
` The communication é&c., were read, and 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 

Laid upon the table. 


4 
| 
q 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills by that body: - 


A, bill to be entitled “an act.to prevent Justices of the Peace 
and Clerks of District, County and Probate Courts, from issu- 
ing executions, for costs only, unless the judgment of the Court 

_ was, or shall be, for costs only.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to locate the county seat of Na- 
varro county.” — 

A bill concerning fraudulent and conditional land titles de- 


rived from the government of Spain, Mexico or Coahuila and 
Texas. . l 
Was taken up. - a a 
Mr. Cunningham moved the engrossment of the bill. 
wie” Willie offered the following as an amendment to the 
. Inthe 4th section of the bill strike ont all after the word 
` “cause,” and insert, “the lands claimed under such title,, shall 
revert to the Government; and shall be held subject to the 
claims of the Public Creditors, and.shall be appropriated alone 
to the extinguishment of the public debt.” . — 


Mr. Bourland in the Chair. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills and Joint Resolu- 
tions by that body. i 

A “Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and'requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
use their influence to procure the incorporation of the officers 
of the late Navy of Texas into the Navy of the United States.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the city of Galves- 
ton to appoint Firemen, and to exempt the same from militia 
and Jury duty.” 

“Joint Resolution requesting the Senators and Represents- 
tives of Texas in the Congress of the United States, to protest 
against the relinquishment of the Mexican Provinces or States, 
conquered by, and in the possession of the United States, with- 
out indemnity; and also, to protest against any Jaw, which 
shall be intended to prevent the citizens of slave-holding States 
from taking their property with them, in emigrating to sal 
acquired territory.” i 

l x 
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A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing persons who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of an act 

ranting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto 
and other battles;’ approved December the 20th 1887,” to al- 
jenate said certificates,and the lands acquired under them, 
was returned to the House, with the information that Messrs. 
Williams, Dancy and Gage were appointed a committee of 
conference on the part of the Senate with .a request that- 4 
like committee be appointed on the part of the House, to con- 
fer on the merits’ of said bill. 


On motion of Mr. Epperson, the House aqjoumed: until -3 
o'clock, p. m. 


3 o’clock,p. m. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, i 
And a quorum was found to be present. 


The Speaker announced that Mr. Potter was entitled to the 
floor. 

The argument was then’ resumed on the bill concerning 

taudulent and conditional titles to lands derived from the 
government of Spain, Mexico or Coahulia and Texas. 


Mr. Miller of Houston ofer eda substitute for the bill and 
amendment. 


Substitute read. 


On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning 10 o’elock, 


AIG 


House of Representatives, . 
Austin, February Ist, 1848. 


‘The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The Roll was ealled, 


‘And the following members answered io their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca, 
rothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis o 
R., Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Gillidm, Goode, Hardéman’ 
Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely: 
McCown, McNeill, Neal Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Stout, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, 
Wheeler, White and Wren. : 


A quorum. being present, 


The Journal of the preceding day was readand adopted. 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report. ° 


- The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a 
` billto be entitled “an actto amend the 3rd section of an act 
concerning slaves, approved February the 5th, 1840,” have : 
considered the same, and a majority of said committee have 
directed me toreport said bill back to the House, and to re- 
commend its passage. 


Report received and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in its regular order. ° 


paa 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, al- 
so made the following report: ; . 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a 
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bill to be entitled “an act concerning real estates” havé had 
the same under consideration, and a majority of said commit- 
tee have directed me to report the bill back to the House, and 
to recommend that it be indefinitely postponed. 


Report received and the bill laid lupon the table to come- 
up in its regular order. 


pmen 


Mr. Stuarf, Chairman of the- committee on Finance, made 
the following report: . 

The committee on Finance to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act to authorize the Comptroller of Publie Ac- 
counts to issue certificates of Stock in certain cases,’ have 
had the same undér consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the bill back to the house, and to recommend its pas- 


sage. ` 


Report receiyed and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in its regular order. | 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills 
made the: following report: 


The commiitee on engrossed bills haye examined a bill to 
entifled “an act regulating elections.” 

-A bill to be entitled “an dct to authorize Sarah Ann Kel, 
ton, wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic, to make valid con- 
veyances ofher real estate and negroes.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of 
Springfield.” 

A bill to be entitled “an ac to authorize a special tax to be . 
collected in the county of Guadalupe.” 

A “joint resolution for tho relief of Wm. Plucker,” A 

A: bill to be entitled “an act to establish a State Penitentia- 
ry,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


+ 
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Mr. Crutcher moved that the orders of the day be taken up. 


Mr. Burroughs presented the petition of Isaac Delaney. 

On motion, ee 

The petition was referred to the committee on Public Lands 
without reading. 


Mr. Cunningham introduced the following resolution. 


Resolved, That a committee of five be raised by the House 
of Representatives to examine the documents and papers re- 
ferred to in tables 1, 2 and 3, in the report of the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office; and to report to the House, 
what part, if any, of said document should be printed ‘for gen- 
eral circulation. i 


` 


Resolution adopted. 


_ The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Cunningham, Caroth- 
ers, Mosely, Taylor and Bryan to constitute said committee. 

Mr. Miller, of Houston, introduced a bill to be entitled “An 
actto authorize the opening and construction ofa turnpike 
read, from the city of Houston to the Brazos river.” 


rad 


Bill read a first time. 


Question—shall the House now proceed to the orders of: the 
day? s 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

A bill to be entifled “An act concerning fraudulent and con- 
ditional titles to land, derived-from the Governments of Spain 
Mexico, Coahuila and Texas,” being the special order of the 
day, was taken up and read. f 

Mr. Epperson moved that the bill and substitute þe referred 
to a select committee. S l 


Motion carried. 


The Speaker then appointed Messrs, Epperson, Bryan, Mc- 
Neill, Goode and Hardeman, to constitute said committee: 
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To which, Messrs. Armstrong, Cunningham, Reagan and 
Miller of Houston, were added by the House. 

Mr. Bryan was, by his request, excused from acting on said 

committee. BE ; > : 
- A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a bill to be entitled “Ar act to prescribe 
the time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State 
of Texas.” 

Mr. Rayner moved that a committee of Conference be ap- 
pointed on the part of the House, to confer with a like com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, in relation to the bill authori- 
zing persons who have received donation certificates, for being 
in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles, to alienate said 
certificates, and the lands acquired under them. 


Motion carried, 


The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Rayner, Walling, Stout, 
Bourland and Stuart, to constitute said committee. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the first, second and 
fourth sections ofan Act to regulate the license and practice of 
attorneys and counsellors at law, approved May the 12th, 1846,” 
was taken up. ; : 


Mr. Willie moved to strike out the:third section. of the bill. . — 


Motion carried. 
Mr. Goode moved that a call of the House be made. 


Motion carried. 


The roll was then called, and a quorum found to be present. 
On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 


Mr. Sterne was excused from answering to the call of his 
name, on account of the indisposition of that gentleman. | 


On motion of Mr. Davis of Robertson, 


Mr. Winkler was excused from answering to the call of his 
name, on account of the indisposition ‘of that gentleman. _ 


On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 
The call of the House was suspended. Se 


E 
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\ ` . 
Mr. Webb moved that the bill’and amendments, together with 
the report, be referred toa select committee. 
Motion carried, i 


The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Webb, Willie, Fields, 
Allen and Crutcher, to constitute said committee. 


On motion of Mr. Crump, 

The “Joint resolution for the relief of J. Harris Catlin,” was 
placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act requiring county clerks to per- 
form certain duties,” together with the report of the committee 
on the Judiciary thereon, were taken up: l 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 

The report was adopted, “and the bill ordered to lie on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, 

The bill requiring the Spanish titles which have not hereto- 
fore been deposited among the archives of the Government of 
Texas, to be recorded in the counties where the lands claimed 
by virtue of said titles, are situated, was taken up and placed 
among the orders of the day. 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxes ;”’ and a bill to be entitled “ An act to 
raise a revenue by dirent taxation,” were taken up, and placed 
among the orders ofthe day. 

A bill to be entittled “An act to establish the - -county seat of 
Grimes county,” together with the report of the committee on 
County Boundaries thereon, was taken up. 


Mr. McNeill moved the engrossment of the bill. 


‘Mr. Keenan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

Provided, That the county seat shall be located within seven 
miles of the centre of said county. 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Allen moyed thata call of the House be made. 


Motion lost. 


—— 
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Mr. McNeill moyed to strike ont “seven” and. insert “five” 
miles. . 


” 


Motion Idst. © - 


Mr. Walling moved the engrossment of the bill. ~ 

Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Taylor moved that the bill in relation to the Public 
Printing, be taken up. 


r 
» 


Motion lost. 


A bill to be entitled. “ An act to authorizea special tak to be 

levied upon the citizens of Harris county,” together with the 
‘report of the committee on Finance thereon, was taken up. 

The report was adopted, and the bill read a second tiine. 

On motion, a 
_ The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of J. Harris Catlin,” together 
with the report of the committee on Finance thereon, were ta- 
ken-up, and the report adopted. 

Mr. Crump moved that the bill be referred to the commtttee. 
on Claims and accounts. 


Motion lost. 


> 


Mr. Crump then moved that the bill be referred to a select 


committee. a 


Motion carried. : pa 
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Crump, Perry, Robertson, 
Rayner-and Keenan, to constitute said committee. 


And, on motion of Mr. Rayner, 

Mr. Stuart was added to to committee. 

The report of the committee on Finance, in relation to the 
resolution instructing said’committee to enquire into the expe- 
diency of making an appropriation to defray the expenses of 
troops called out by the late-Executive, was taken up, read and 
adopted. 

` The report of the committee on Finance, in relation to the 
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petition of John and Esther. Clark, praying for compensation 
for corn and beef furnished by them for the troops of the late 
Republic of Texas, was taken up, read and adopted. 

A bill (rom the Senate) to be entitled “ An act. to organize 
the militia-of Santa Fe,” was taken up and read a first time. 


A substitute, reported by the committee on the Judiciary, 
for the bill to be entitled “ An an act prescribing the rales and 
regulations under which the power toremit fines and forfeitures, 
vested by the Constitution, in the Governor, shall hereafter be 
exercised,” was taken up, read and adopted. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be engrossed. 


Mr. Mosely offered] the following as an additional section 
to the substitute: : i 


Section 4. Be if further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Governor, to cause to be entered at large, in a book to be 
kept for that purpose, his reasons for granting a pardon, com- 
muting a sentence ef punishment, or remitting a fine or for- 
feiture; and to preserve on file all documents and papers on 
which he acted. 


The yeas and nays were called on'the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: og 


* . 7 š `- 

+X eas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Caro- 
thers, Crump, Cunningham, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Haynie, 
Lott, Miller, of C., Miller of H., Mosely, Neal, Pease, Perry, 
Rayner, Reagan, Shannon, Webb, White and Wren—24, 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Burroughs, Crutcher, Davis of 
L., Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Hardeman, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lyons, McNeill, Potter, Rains, Renfro, Robertson, Run- 
nels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stuart Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, 
‘Walling, Wheeler and Willie—29. 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Cunningham offered the following amendment as 4 
` Proviso to the first section of the bill: 
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Provided, That he shall report to the Legislaturè in all cases in 
which he has remitted such penalties, with his reasons for do- 
ing the same. 
Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Mosely raoved that ee bill be engrossed. 


The yeas and nays were aika on the engrossment of the 


~ pill, and stood as fóllows : 


 Yeas—Messrs. Speaker Allen, eee Biaid. Bur- 
roughs, Carothers, Cunningham, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Pease,j Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Run- 
nels, Shannon, Shaw, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Wal- 
ling, White and Wren—33._ | 


Nays—Messrs.. Bogart, Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., 
Dooley, Eddy, - Edwards, Keenan, Lyons, Rains, Robertson, 
Saddler Stout, Stuart, Wheeler and Willie—17, 


Motion carried, and the pill. ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitled “ An‘act to incorpor ate the city of Lava- 


ca,” together with the amendments reported by the committee 
on the J udiciary, were taken up. 


Amendments read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Cunningham, : 
“The'bill was read a second time by its caption. 
Mr. Allen moved that the bill be engrossed. 
Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed, 
A bill to be entitled “ Ap act to- Poe for tie- exchange of 
books, maps, charts, &c.” was taken up, together with the sub: 
stitute for the bill, reported by the committeé om-State Affairs. 


Substitute read and adopted. 
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Mr. Haynie offered the following asan amendment to the 
first section of the bill: 


P Strike out “Secretary of State,” and insert “Executive of the 
tate.” 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills 
‘make the following report: - 


- The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “ An act to 
incorporate and establish Guadalupe College ;” 

A “Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
protest against the relinquishment of any territory acquired 
by the conquest, &c. ;” * 

An act to create a lien on domestic vessels for supplies fur- 

“mishéd them, &c,: 
nactrequesting our Senators and Representatives in the 
Congress of the United States, to procure the passage of a law - 
incorporating the officers of the late Navy of Texas into the 
Navy of the United States : 

An act to repeal the laws of the late Republic of Texas crea- 
ting a Board of Medical Censors : 

An act to authorize the city of Galveston to appoint Fire- 
men, and to exempt the same from militia and jury duty: 

And find the same correctly enrolled: and, having been sign- 
ed by the Speaker of the House.of Representatives and the 
President of the Senate, were this day presented to his Excel- 
lency the Governor for his-approval. 


+ 


Report accepted. 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate mills and millers,” 
ogether with the report of the committee on State Affairs there- 
on, were taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the report wasread and-adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the rélief of Liley, a colored 
woman,” together witha substitute reported by the committee 
on State Affairs, were taken up, and the substitute read arid 
adopted. i í 

Mr: Miller, of H., moved the engrossinent of the bill. 

_ Motion carried, and the. bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an- act to prohibit the recovery of mon- 
ey, or any article of value, lost or won, on bets or wagers,” to- 
gether «ith the report of the committee on State Affairs there- 
on, were taken up. RE 

Mr. Reagan moyed that the bill be passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Stout offered the following asan amendment to the bill: 


Insert after the word “whatsoever,” “except bets made on 
turf racing.” j 


Mr. Rayner offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment : 


After the word “racing,” add “and cock fighting.” 

Amendment adopted. l 

' Question—Shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Red River, as amended by the gentleman from Fort 


Bend, be adopted? 
The House decided in the negative. 


-+ Mr. Bogart moved that the sense of the House- be now ta- 
ken on the previous question, 


Motion carried. 

Mr. Robertson moved a reconsideration of the vote just ta- 
ken, on Mr. Bogarts motion. ~ 

Motion lost, . 


Question-—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be passed to a third reading ? 
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The yeas and nays were called on the passage of the bill toa 
third reading, and stood as follows: e 


Yeas—Mesers. Allen, Armstrong; Bogart, Bryan, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Epperson, Fields, Gil- 
liam, Goode, Miller of H.,. McNeill, Perry, Potter, Renfro, 
Runuels, Saddler, Shannon, Stuart, Taylor, Webb and Wren 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Carothérs, 
Davis of R.,Doeley, Edwards, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C., Mosely, Neal, Pease, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Robertson, Shaw, Stout, Tankersley, Truitt, Walling, 
Wheeler, White and Willie—27. * l 


vy 


Motion lost. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of McKinney & 
Williams,” together wit the report of the special committee 
thereon, were taken up. 


Mr. Pease offered a substitute for the bill. 
Substitute read. 


`` Mr. Tankersley moved that the original bill and the substi- 
tute of Mr. Pease, be laid upon the table, and made the special 
- order of the day for to-morrow. Í 


Motion carried, 


Mr. Lyons moved thatthe House adjourn until 10 o’ciock, 
to-morrow morning. 


Motion lost. 


Ci 


* 


The bill was then read a second time, and, together with the 
substitute, laid upon the table, to come up on to-morrow as the 
special order of the day. 3 
4 

A message was received from the Senate, requesting the ap- 
pointment ofa committee on the part of the House, to act with 
a like committee on the part of the Senate, in relation to the 
petition of Stuart Perry. x 
~ The Spéaker appointed Messrs. Neal, Dooley, Truitt, Shan- 
nonand Miller of C., to constitute said committee. ' 


` 481 


Mr. Tankersley, by leave introduced a bill to be entitled m~ ` 


act to provide for the arrangement and adjustmentof the pub- - 
Jie debt. 


Bill read a. first time. 


A bill concerning the outstanding liabilities of the late Re- 
public of Texas, was taken up, and 


Read a second time. ` 


Mr. Cunningham moyed that the bill be laid upon the table, 
and that 100 copies of the same be ordered to be printed. . 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the- House adjourn ‘until 10 
_ o'clock, to-morrew morning. s8 


Motion lost. j 


M Davis, of R., moved ‘that the House adjourn until 3 
o'clock, p. m. i 
Motion lost. 


kad 
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The resolution to adjourn sine die on the 20th of February; 
inst, was taken up andiead. i a 
"On motion of Mr. Robertson, the resolution was laid upon 

the table. ~ ‘ =. t 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Cass Academy, 
was taken Up. l 


On motion of Mr. Mosely, the bill was read a second time by 
its caption, and referred to the committee on Education. 


Mr. Reagan moved that- the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


"~ 


Motion lost. l ? 


A joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor 
to subscribe for 300 copies of the Reports of Decisions of the 
Supreme Court, together with the report of the committee 
on ye udiciary thereon, was taken up. 


s 


Re 
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Qn motion of Mr. Pease, the joint resolution was re-referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 3d section of anag 
to provide for the disposition of the funds received from the 
United States, approved January the 3d, 1848, was taken up 
_ and read a second time. 

Mr. Runnels moved that the bill be engrossed. 


Motion carried. 


- - And the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Runnels moved that the rule be suspended, which re. 
quires bills to be read on three several days. 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then read. a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 3d section of an act 
entitled “an act to regulate the licénse and practice of Attor- 
neys and Counsellors at Law,” approved May the 12th, 1846, 
together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary 
thereon, were taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, the bill was referred to the select 
committee of which Mr. Webb is chairman. 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for the payment 
of the pro rata pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain, command- 
ing the late Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of the 
- Congress of the Republic of Texas, approved February the 
5th, 1844, together with a substitute for the bill, reported by 
the committee on Finance, were taken up. 


On motion of Mr. McNeill, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, half-past 9 o’clock. 


Questioh on the adoption of the substitute offered by the Fi- 
nance committee, pending before the House. 


¢ 
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House of Representatives, 
Austin, Feb. 2, 1848, 


. The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 


And the following members answered te their names: 

Messrs. Sepeaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis, of L., Davis, of R., Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of H. 


_ Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Ray- 


ner,- Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt, Webb, 
Walling, Wheelerand White. . - - i 


A quorum being present, 
Thé Journal of the preceding was read and adopted. 


Mr. Fields presented the petition of Lewis Thuner. ` . 
On motion, the petition was referred to the cémmittee .on 


Public Lands, without reading. 


Mr. Shaw presented the petition of the citizens of Milam 
county. 

On motion`the petition was referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries, without reading. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the issuance of certificates 
forland,to the soldiers of the Ist Regiment of Infantry, of the 
late Republic of Texas, or to their heirs or assigns,” have con- 
sidered thesame. The present laws provide that such. certifi- 
gates, shall only be granted to the original holder or soldier, his 
heirs or legatees- These laws were passed subsequently to 
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the discharge of the soldiers, and were evidently intended to 
compensate the soldier himself, and not to give a gratuity to 
persons who had purchased such discharges. 

The bill in question proposes to allow the assignees to ob. 
tain such certificates, and will apply to those who became such 
before, as well as after, the passage of the law that made the 
grant to the soldier and his heirs. The committee believe that 
the passage of the law would be injurious to the interest of the 
soldiers, for whose benefit the grant was originally made. They 
therefore recommend that the billbe laid upon the table. 


Report received, aud, together with the bill, laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. ia 


—_— 


Mr. Pease,chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act making additional appropriations.of Jand 
for the purposes of Education,” have considered the same, and, 
a majority of said committee have directed me to report the bill 
back to the House without amendment, and to recommend its 
passage. ‘ 

A minority of the committee, consisting of Messrs. Willie, 
Armstrong, and the undersigned, dissent from the report. 

+ (Signed) E. M. PEASE, 
Ch’n Jud. Com. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made thefollowing report: ` i : see 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
fellowing bills: _ 
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A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act in relation 
to writs of error, approved A. D. 1846; | 
‘A bill to be entitled an act to require the Judges of the Dis- 


“trict Courts to exchange Districts: and 


A bill to beentitled an an act defining the mode of conveying 
property in which the wife has an interest:—have considered 
all of said bills : 

And believing that no necessity exists for the passage of ei- 
ther of them, a majority of thr committee have directed me to 
report said bills back to the House, and to recommend that 
fhey severally be laid upon the table. , 

Report received, and the bills laid upon the table, to 
come up in their regular, order. ‘ 


— 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, also 
reported as follows; , 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was™“teferred g bill 
to be entitled anact to amend the 3d section of “an act to pro- 
vide for the organization of the several counties of the State, 
have considered the same; and believing that the object of 
the bill can be better attained by a new bill, that shall pro- 
yide for the organization of all new counties that may hereaf- 
ter be established, they have proposed a bill to be entitled “an 
act to provide for the organization of new counties,” which 
they have directed me to reportto the House, and to recom, . 
mend thatit be adopted as a substitute for the original bill. 


Report received, and the billand substitute laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. 


—— 
* 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, also made 
the following report: ` e - 


a The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 

Joint Resolution requiring the Attorney General to investigate 
the condition of the title to the various Islands within the limits 
of Texas, and if it be expedient, to cause legal proceedings to 


* 
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be instituted against persons clalming adversely to the State,” 
have examined the same, and a majority of said committee, per- 
ceiving no objections to the provisions of the Resolution, have 
directed me to report the same to the House, for its action. 

Report received, and the resolution laid upon the table, to. 
come up in its regular order. 


areca 


Mr. Winkler, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following’ report : ; 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act making it a penal offence to burn the. 
woods or prairies,’ have had the same under consideration, 
and perceiving some objection to the original bill, have instruc- 
ted me to report the accompanying substitute, and to recom- 
mend its adoptign and passage. 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the 
` table, to come up in their regular-order. 


* 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


The° committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Elliphas Spencer, praying that a law may be passed, 
granting to him the right of citizenship and of settling any of 
his lands in the State of Texas, arid to locate good certificates or 
bounty land claims on any of the vacant lands in the State, ac- 
‘cording to the laws and the constitution of the State, &c., have 
had the same undér consideration, and I am instructed by the 
committee to report the same back to the House, and as there 
is nothing set forth in the petition, which, in the least degree, 
calls for Legislative action, to reeommend that it be laid upon 
the table. f 
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Report received, and the petition laid upon the table, to come 
up in’ its regular order. i. see S 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, also. 
made the following report : 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
tobe entitled “An Act to suspend the further introduction of 
emigrants into the Colonies, under contracts made with the 
Presidents of the late Republic of Texas,” have, after investiga- 
tion of the same, instructed me to recommend that it be laid on 
the table. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. > . i 


. 
—- 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, also 
reported, as follows : ` 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act to provide for the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the State of Texas, in the year 1848,” together 
with sundry amendments thereto; and, also, a bill to be entitled 
“An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, an Act to provide for 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Texas ;” ap- 
proved, April 11, 1846,” have again had the same under conside- 
ration, and beg leave to report that the amendments proposegl by 
the committee, and. submitted for the consideration of the 
House with the first report, are- sufficient to cover the defects 
and omissions in the original bill. The supplement which was 
intended as a substitute for the bill referred to in the first in- 
stance, proposes nothing which would not have been effected 
by the original bill, if amended as was recommended in the før- 
mer report of your committee. — . : 

The law to which this was professedly a supplement, provi- 
ded for the enumeration of ihe inhabitants of the State.in the 
year 1847, and became at the expiratiqn of that time inoperative; - 
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a 
having subserved the purpose for which it was enacted, consé- 
quently, there can be no supplement to alaw which doe’ not 
now exist. 
I am, therefore, instructed to report the bill and the various 
amendments back to the House, and would ask respectfully, 


that your committee be relieved from further consideration of 
the same. g 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
ła its regular order. 


pa 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report : ` 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred ab'Ilto 

.be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Cass Academy,” have 

instructed me to report the bill.back to the House, with 
amendments, and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid on the table, to come up in 
zis regular order. 


i F 
Mr. Rayner; chairman of the committee on Claims and A¢- 
counts, made the following report : 


The committee on Claims and Accounts to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Wm. T. Jackson, praying for compensa- 
tion for services rendered the Republic of Texas, bave had thé 
same under consideration ; and, as the object of the petitioner- 
is to have a donation of land granted him, have instructed me 
to report the same back to the House, and to’ ask to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; and that the petition be 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. 


Report received, and the petition laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 
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Mr. Reagan, chiarman of the committee on ‘Public Lands, 
made the following report: : 


The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act requiring the owners and claimants to 
lands, to have their titles, and muniments of titles, and claims to 
land, recorded in the counties in which said lands are situated,” 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 


to report the-accompanying substitute for the bill to the House 
and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid, upon. the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also, made the following report: 


The ‘committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An Att for the benefit of occupant settlers 
in Mercer’s and Peters’ Colonies,” have had the same under 
considefation, and instruct me to report the accompanying sub- 
stitue for the bill to the House, and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Eagrossed Bills, 
made the following report: l 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill 
to be entitled “An Act to authorize the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to issue duplicates of certain drafts issued to Charles 
Shearn ;” and a bill to be entitled “An Act authorizing the 
the County Court of Fort Bend County to levy an additional 
tax,” and find the same correctly Engrossed. 


Report accepted. 
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Mr. Miller, of H., introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act 
to establish a State Library, and to create a Library fund.” 


Bill read a first time. ° z 


Mr. Miller, of H., also introduced a bill to be entitled “An 
Act to amend An Act for the relief of master builders and 
mechanics ;” approved, January 23d, 1839. . 


Bill read a N time. 


Mr. Webb introduced a, bill to be entitled “An Act to pro- 
vide for digesting the laws of this State.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Reagan introduced a “Joint Resolution for the relief of 
the heirs and legal representatives of R. G. Hall, deceased.” 


Joint Resolution read a first time.s 


Mr. Miller, of H., by leave, made the following report: - 


The committee, to whom was referred a Resolution of the’ 
22d of December, 1847, requiring them to examine “Hutchin- 
sors Code,” and report as to its quality, order, &c., have had 
the same under consideration, and a majority have instrucied 
me to report, that from the limited examinatidn which they 
have been enabled to make, they are of opinion that the Code in 
question is a valuable compilation of the public and general 
decrees, ordinances and statutes, which were at any time in force 
in the Republic of Texas, with anotations of the various modi- 
fications thereof. _ : 

‘The Code is appropriately divided info seven parts, with’ 
chapters and sections: it has a valuable analitical index, and, 
also, a general index at the end of the work. The whole ap- 
pears to have been executed in a manner worthy of its learned 
author, and, it is believed, would be cheap at a thousand dollars ; 
but your committee are of opinion that the purchase of this 
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Code, would not supercede the necessity of a compliance with 
the requisition of the 16th section of the general provisions of 
the Constitution, whichis in these words: “Within four years 
after the adoption of this Constitution, the laws, civil and crimi- * 
nal, shall be revised, digested, arranged and published, in such 
manner as the Legislature shalldirect.” This requisition would 
still be imperative, as the Code includes none of the enactments 
since annexation. Your committee would, therefore, recom- 
mend that the Resolution be laid on the table, and they ask to 
be discharged from its further consideration. 


Report received, and the Resolution laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, 
The House proceeded, to the orders of the day. 


On motion of Mr. Runnels, : p} : 

A Bill in relation to head-right certificates was taken up. 

Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Lands. E 


Motion carried and reference made. 


% 


The substitute for the “Joint Resolution making an appro- 


, 


- priationfor the’ payment of the pro rata pay due E: W. Moore, 


Post Captain, commanding the late Texas Navy, under the 
provisions of an act of the Congress of the late Republic of 
Texas, approved February the 5th, 1844,” together with the 
report of the committee on Finance, were taken up and read. 
On motion of Mr. Stuart, i 
_ The substitute and report were ordered to lieon the table. 
The original joint resolution was then read a second - time. 
Mr. Willie offered the following additional section as an 
amendment to the.resolution: 
Sec. 8. That the sum of $1250 shall be paid at this time; 
and the balance of $2,325 39 shall be paid atany time, after 
the 1st of February, 1849; and this Joint Resolution shall take 


. effeet from and after its passage. 
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Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Willie then moved the engrossment of the Joint Reso- 
lution. i 

Motion carried and the Resolution ordered to be engrossed, 

The bill for thé relief of McKinney & Williams, together 
with the substitute for the bill offered by Mr. Pease, were ta- 
ken up. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, 

The bill and substitute were made the special order of the 
day for Saturday next. i ” . 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the Public Printing,” 


together with the report of the committeé on Public Printing, 
were taken up. 


Mr. Fields offered the following as an amendment: 


After the word “pages,” in the 13th line of the 7th section, 


insert the words, “bids, in every instance to include folding and 
stitching.” 7 


Mr. Reagan offered the following as an additional section. 


Beit further enacted, That the printing of the laws and the 
printing of the Journals, shall be let out in separate contracis. 
Mr. Fields moved toamend the amendment by striking out 
the word “shall,” and inserting the word “may.” : 


. + * 
Motion carried. 


Mr. Robertson offered the following as an amendment: 
“And that there shall be an index tọ the Journals. 


pr 


Š 


pN 


Amendment rejected. 


.Question—Shall the amendment ‘proposed: by the gentle- 
men from Liberty, as amended by the gentlemen from Nacog- 
doches, be adopted by this House? 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the a- 
mendment, and stood as follows: 
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Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump Crutcher, Cuning- 
ham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Hardeman, Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C., Mose- 
ly, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Reagan, Run- 
nels, Shannon, Shaw; Stout, Stuart, Troit, Webb, Walling, 
Wheeler, White and Wren—42. 

Nays—Messrs. Eddy, Goode, Haynie, Miller of H., Mc- 
Cown, Renfro, Robertson, Tankersley and Taylor—9, 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Miller of Houston offered the following as an amend- 
ment. 


Strike out the words “the Legislature may adjourn,” and in- 
sert “from the time the manuscript may have been furnished by 
. the Secretary of State.” e 


Amendment’ adopted. 


Mr. Fields moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following as an amendment: 

Strike out “thirty,” and insert “forty” days for the laws, and 
“sixty” for the Journals, i 


Amendment adopted. 
Mr, Robertson moved to lay the bill on the table. 
Motion lost. l 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be engrossed? 

The House decided in the affirmatiye, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, ; 

The rule requiring bills to be read on three several days was 
suspended. ee ii 


Mr. McNeill moved that the þill' þe read by its caption. 
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Motion carried, and the billreada third time by its cap- 
tion. 

Mr. Bryan moved that the bill be re-referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Frinting. 


M otion carried and reference made. 


A bill to be entitled an act to validate and confirm the acts 
of Thomas Wm. Ward, Commissioner pro tem of the General 
Land Office.” 

Was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Robertson, 

The bill was made the special order of the day for the 15th 
inst. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Kauf 
man.” 

Wastaken up. 

Oa motion of Mr. Reagan, 

The bill was read a third time by its caption. 

Mr. Bogart moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 


Motion lost. 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be finally passed? ; 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

The bill to be entitled “an act to define the southern boun- 
daries of Collin and Denton counties, andthe northern boun- 
dary line of Dallas and Henderson counties,” was taken up 
and placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “an act supplementary to an act ened 
an act to create the county of Smith, approved April the 11th, 
1846.” 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. ` 

A bill to be entitled “an act relative to Judges of the Su- 

preme Court.” 
' Was taken up. 

Ou motion of Mr. Pease, 

Thefbill was re-referred to.the committee on the Judiciary. 
-A bill to be entitled “an act regulating attachments,” tos 
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Sether with the substitute reported bythe committee. on the 


~ Judiciary. 


Were taken up. 

Mr. Cunningham in the ‘chair. 

A message was received from the Senate E the 
House of the passage by that body, ofa bill to be entitled “an 


_act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the General 


Land Office, or other receivers of public dues in said office, to 
receive gold and silver atthe rate of one dollar thereof for 
eight dollars in Texas Promissory notes, for all government 
dues,upon land, or patents for land.” 

Mr. Goode moved thatthe bill regulating attachments, be 
made the special order of the day, for the 8th inst. 

Motion lost, ’ 

Mr. Henderson moved that the substitute for the bill be 
adopted. 


Motion carried., 


Mr. Pease offered the following asan amendment. . 

In the 10th section.of the bill, after the word “attachment” 
in the second line, insert thé words, “or personal property.” 

In the 10th section 4th and 5th lines, strike out the words, 
“or by going upon the land of the defendant.” 


Amendments adopted. 

Mr. Potter moved that the bill be éngrossed. ` * 

Mr. Crutcher offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

Strike out after the word “State,” in the 8th line of the 4th 
section, “or that he.secretes himself sò. that the ordinary pro- 
eess of law cannot be served upon him. 

Amendment. 

Mr. Davis of Robertson moved that the bill be made the 
special order of the day for MOSA next. 


Motion lost. 


Mr, Henderson moved the engrossment of the bill. 


Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
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À resolutiou of the House instructing the committee on con- 
tingent expenses to enquire into the probable expense incur- 
red by the State for transporting the remains of Maj. Samuel 
H. Walker, from Houston to the Alamo; and, also, for the 
transportation of the remains of Capt. R. A. Gillespie, togeth- 
er with the report of said committee in relation thereto: 

Were taken up. ` 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

The report was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for securing titles to 
purchasers of lots in Springfield, the county seat of Limestone 
county,” together with the report-ofthe committee on county 
boundaries thereon, 

Were taken up. ` 

On motion of Mr. Davis of Robertson, . 

The report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p.m. 


> 


& 


. 3 o'clock, p m 


* 


The House met, pyrsuantto adjournment. * 


The roll was called, 


+ 


And a quorum found present. 


` 


A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of 
Montgomery.” 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 

The bill was read a third time by its caption and passed. 

Mr. Sterne, by leave, introduced’a bill to be entitled “an act 
for the relief of persons who have paid government dues oF 

field notes, which were subsequently. withdrawn.” 


* 


» 


Bill read a first time. 
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A “joint eon o for the eståblishment of a line of Milita- 
ry Posts, from Washita on Red River, to the Paso del Norte.” 

"Was taken up. 

Mr. Willie moved that the joint resolution be referred toa 
select committée. 


Motion carried. 


_ The Speaker then appointed Messrs. - Willie, Tankersley 
Fields, Bogart and Bourland to constitute said committee. 
Mr. Lyons‘moved to take from the table and refer to the 

same committee a joint resolution relative to the Indian boun- 

daries to be established by the United States. 


Motion carried. - 


The “Joint resolution (reported by the committee on Milita + 
ry Affairs.) for the relief of N. R. Mallon and others.” 

Was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Crump moved that tlie resolution be laid on the fable: 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of the widow and 
heirs-at-lawof Maj. James L. Holmes, deceased,” was taken 
up; and ` 

Read asecond time. 

Mr. Robertson moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Motion carried: and the bill ordered to be engrossed, 


—— ` + 
` + 


Mr. Reagan, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


The’ Somes on Public Lands, towhom was referred the 
-memorial of Ann Holmes, praying for the confirmation of a 
certain land certificate for one league and labor of land, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed. me to 
report the accompanying bill touching the object of the me- 
mor E and torecommend its passage. 
2 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on public lands, 
also, made the following report: 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of H. Bates, praying for land, have considered the 
same, and have instructed me to report the petition back to 
‘the House, and to ask that they be discharged from its further 
consideration, for the want of the necessary evidence of the 
petitioner's right to land. 


Report adopted. 


— 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on public lands, 
also, reported as follows: 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of William C. Beard, praying for the confirmation of 
his head-right certificate, hare had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to rêport the petition back to the 
House, and, on account of a constitutional question which it 
involves, to recommend its reference to the committee on the 
judiciary. 


Report adopted. - ee 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Sarah Ann Kel- 
ton, wife of Oliver P. Kelton, a lunatic, to make valid convey- 
ances of real estate and negroes;” 

‘Was taken up, 


” Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of 
Springfield;” 

Was taken up. l - 


On motion of Mr. McNeill, | f 
The bill was read a third time by its caption, and passed. 


2 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize a special tax to he 
eollected in the county of Guadaloupe:” 
Was taken up; 


Read a third time and passed. i 


A “joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker; ” 
Was taken up; 


Read a third time and passed. 


' A bill to be.entitled “an act to establish a State Peniten- 
tiary;” - i 

. Was taken up. 

Mr. Mosely moved that the bill be read by its caption. 


Motion lost. 
The bill was then read a third time, and 


The yeas and ‘nays being called gn its final passage, stood 
thus: ; 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epper- 
son Gilliam, Hardeman, Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of 
Colorado, Miller of Houston, Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Pease, 
Perry, Potter, Rayner, Renfro, Tankersley Taylor, Truitt, 
Webb, Walling Wheeler, White and Wren—44. | ; 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Crump, -Davis of L., 
Davis of R., Fields, Gode, Haynie, Rains, Reagan, Robert- 
ae Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, and 

iltie—18. ae i 


Ak 


Bill passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate elections;” 
Was taken up. i 
On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 


The bill was re-referred'to the committee on privileges and 
elections. 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Berkley Acade- 
my, of Montgomery county;” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. McNeill moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Motion carried, and the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committeé on education, re- 
ported back the resolution of the House, instructing said com- 
mittee to enquire whether or not, certain towns. in this State 
had received special grants, of land from the State of Coahui- 
la and Texas, é&c., &c.,” and recommended that it be referred 
to the committee on the judiciary. ` ‘ 


Report adopted, and 
_Reference made. 


ee 


A bill'to be entitled “an act to amend the 11th section of-an 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company;” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan; 

‘Phe bill was passed to a third readin g, 

A “joint resolution for the relief of Robert H. Beale;” 

Was taken‘up,.and - 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Rayner moved its engrossment. ` 

Motion carried, and the 

Joint resolution ordefed to be engrossed? 

A bill tobe entitled “an act to incorporate the town of 
Mount Pleasant, in Titus county;” 

Was taken up, and + 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Eppersori moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, and,the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the “ath soenon of an 
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act, requiring. the Commissioner of the General ‘Land Office 
to issue patents upon unconditional head-right certificates for 
land,” approved May the 12th, 1846; 


Was taken ‘up. 
Mr. Eddy moved to amend the bill - inserting “2d section,” 
before the “4th,” in the caption of the bill. 


Amendment adopted. l 


Mr. Eddy then moved the be nee of the bill. 

Motion carried, and the 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. - 

A bill te, be entitled “an act to amend the 3d section of an 
act providing for the transfer of records of administrators to 
new counties,” approved May the 138th, A. D. 1846,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out the proviso efibodied i in the 
bill. 

Motion lost. 


_ On motion ‘of Mr. Allen, 
The bill was pases to a third reading. 


À bill to be entitled “an act to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation;” 

‘Was taken up, and A 

Read a second time. 


Mr. Henderson offered the tollowimg as än amendment: 


In the 4th line of the first section, strike out “except such 
property as may-be exempted by law from taxation,” and in- 
sert “working tools-and household furniture.” 


Amendment, rejeeted. 

"Mr, Stout moved to amend the bill by striking out “sixty, 
and inserting “forty-five,” 

Mr. Miller of Houston, moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting “fifty,” in place of “forty-five.” 

Which, amendment was accepted by Mr. Stout. 
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Question: Shall the amendment to the bill proposed by the 
gentleman from Red River, as amended by the gentleman 
from Houston be adopted? . 


The yeas and nays.were called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood as follows 7 


Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Eddy, Gil- 
liam. Goode, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of H.. Perry, Rains, 
Renfro, Reagan. Shannon. Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler White and Wren—23. i 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R, Dooley, Ed- 
wards. Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Miller of 
C., Mosely, McNeill, Potter, Rayner. Robertson, Runnels, 
Shaw, Stuart, Tankersley; Webb and Willie—28. 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be read by seetions. 


a 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Miller of Houston, moved to amend the 2d section, by 
striking out “sixty,” and inserting fifty-five.” 


The yeas and nays were-«called on the adoption of the 
. amendment, and stood as follows: : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Davis of Rob- 
ettson; Eddy, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Lott. (Rains, Reagan, 
Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Truit, Walling and Wren— 
18. 4 ‘ 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong. Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley, Edwards, Epper- 
son, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan. Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C., 
Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Perry, Potter. Rayner, Ren- 
fro, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, Stuart, Tankersley, Webb, 
Wheeler, White and Willie—33. 


Amendment rejected. 
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Mr. Dooley offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: l o , 
Strike out the words in the, 2d section, “between the ages of 
twenty-one and sixty,” and insert “over the age of twenty- 


one.” 


a 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: , 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Dooley, Epperson, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C.; Mosely, McNeill, Potter, Robert- 
son, Shaw, Tankersley, Webb, Wheeler, White and Willie— 
94. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Davis of L., 
Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam,. Goode, Keenan, 
Renfro, Reagan. Runnels, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, 
Taylor, Truitt, Walling and Wren—-27. 


* Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Crutcher moved’ that the House resolve itself into a 
eommittee of the whole. 


Motion lost. = 


Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment: 
Strike out the words “one dollar,” in the 2nd section of the 
bill, and insert the words “fifty cents.” 


- Amendment rejected. . 


` Mr. Davis of Robertson, offered the following as an amend 
ment. 


Strike out the words “one dollar,” in the 2d section, and in- 
Sert “seventy-five cents.” 


Mr. Allen moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 


d 


kd 
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Motion lost. 


Question: Shall the amendment to the bill, proposed by the 
gentleman from Robertson, be adopted? 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Miessrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Davis of R. 
Eddy, Fields, Goode, Lott, Lyons, Rains, Reagan, Shannon, 
Sterne, Tankersley, Taylor, Trait, Walling, Willie and Wren— 
18. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Alten, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L, Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, 
Gilliam, Hardeman. Haynie, Lewis,. Miller of C., Miller of H, 
Mosely, McNeill, ‘Perry, Potter, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, 
Runnels, Shaw, Stuart, Webb, Wheeler and Mtoe 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Sterne offered the following as an amendment: 

“And it shall not be lawful for any gini in ‘this State, to 
collect any portion upon.the poll tax,-for county purposes.” 

Anadnea rejected. 

Mr. dosie offered ike following as an amendment: 

Strike out “one dollar” "and insert “twenty-five cents.” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Hardeman moved that the ad section of the pill be 
adopted. 


w 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Miller of Houston, mane that the Ist section of the 
bill be adopted. 


Motion carried. 
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Mr. Goode -moved that.the bill and amendments be yee 
upon the table. , 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Davis of Robertson, moved that the House adjourn un- 
til half past 9 o ‘clock, to-morrow morning. 


Motion lost: 


Mr. Crump offered the pone Abe as an amendment -tọ the 
bill:* 


After the word “interest,” in the 2d line of ene 2d section, 
insert “or on hand, exceeding one hundred dollars.” 


Amendment. rejected. 
On motion, the 8d section of the pill was adopted. 


Mr. Miller of Houston, offered the following as an Sead: 
ment to the 4th section to the bill: 


Strike out all between .the words iverehaudiae® in the 9th 
line, and the Word “each,” in the 18th line, and insert “a direct 
ad valorem tax of 20 cenis on each hundred dollars of the 
amount of sale, of such person or firm, to be given opde oath 
to the assessorand collector, quarterly for” 


Amendment adopted. 

-Mr. Bogart offered the following as an amendment: 

Striké out the words “fifteen dollars,” in the twenty-first line 
of the fourth section, and insert “fifty dollars” : 

Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Webb offered the following as an amendment: 


Insert, at the end of the fourth section—* And of each and 
every person pursuing the profession of law and medicine, for 
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pay or emolument, a direct ad valorem tax, atthe rate of thirty 
_ cents upon every hundred dollars, derived by such person, from 
such profession.” 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Lyons moved to amend the amendment, as follows : 
“to be paidin the same kind of pay that doctors generally 
get—TRADE!!” 


x 


Amendment adopted. SS 


Question—shall the amendment to the bill proposed by the 
gentleman from Fayette, and amended by the gentleman from 
Rusk, be adopted? -e 

The House decided in the negative. 

- Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

' After the words “direct ad valorem tax of,” strike out “twen- 

ty cents,” and insert the words “one dollar.” - 


Amendment rejected. * 4 


Mr. Willie moved a re-consideration ofthe vote on the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Miller, of ‘Houston. 


* 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Bogart moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock, . 


Motion lost. 
Mr. Davis, of Robertson, moved that the House adjourn un- 
til to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock., 


Motion lost. 


Question—shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Houston, to the bill now under consideration of the 


House, be adopted? A 
The House decided in the negative. 
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Mr. Robertson offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: < Po 4 


- Tn the tenth line of the fourth section, strike out all between the 
words “of” in the tenth line, and,“ of” in the’eleventh line, and 
insert the following: “Over ‘two. thousand and under four 
thousand dollars, an annual tax of twenty-five dollars; and on ` 
acapital over. four thousand and under eight thousand dollars, 
an annual.tax of fifty dollars ; and on a capital over eight thou- 
sand and under twelve thousand dollars, an annual tax of sev- 
enty-five dollars; and on a capital over twelve thousand dol- 
lars, an annual tax of one hundred dollars.” 


Mr. Bogart moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 
Motion lost. 
Mr. Bogart then moved that a call of the House be made. 


Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, aan 

Mr. Sterne was excused from answering to the call of his 
name. ' f ; a 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, ; 

Mr. McCown was excused from answering to the call-of his 
name. , | 

The roll was'then called, and a quorum found present. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 


. The call of the House was suspended. 


Question—shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 


ftom Washington, be adopted ? 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
‘ment, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, 
Crump, Cruicher, Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Robertson, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, 
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Taylor, Truitt, Webb, Walling, Wheeler, White and Wren— 
31. : ; | 


_ Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Bryan, Cunning. 
hain, ‘Davis of L., Dooley, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Renfro, Stuart, Tankersley and Willie—18, 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Crutcher moved that the fourth,section of the bill be 
adopted. l + ae ee 

Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved that the House adjourn until 
to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. - 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Eddy moved that the sense of the House be now taken 
on the motion of the gentleman from Fayette. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Davis, of Robertson, offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the bill: a e ` 


In the twenty-first line of the fourth section, after the word 
“City,” insert “ Containing a population of six hundred and 
apwards, an annual direct tax of twenty-five dollars; andin 
all towns containing a population of less than six hundred, 
and not less than one hundred and fifty; an annual tax of ten 
dollars.” 


EN 


Amendment rejected, 


Mr. Potter moved thatthe fourth seetion of the bill be stricken 
out. i 


The sense of the House was then taken on Mr. Millers mọ- 
tion to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


Motion carried. 
The action of the House pending on Mr. Potter’s motion to 
strike out. : f 
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_ House of: Representatives, . 
Austin, February 3d; 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names; 


Messrs, Speaker, AHen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Da- ° 
viso£L,, Davis of R,, Dooley, Eddy, Ediyards, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott; Mil- 
ler of C., Miller of H., Mosely, Mc-Cown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, 
Potter Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Saddler, 
Shanrion, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit; Webb, 
Walling, Wheeler, and White. i 
A quorum being. present, : 

The Journal of the preceding day .was read and adopted. 
Mr. Bourland presented-the petition of Ebenezer Allen, to- 
_gether with a bill to be entitled “An act to establish the Galves- 
ton and Red River Railroad Company.”  . aoe 


Billread a first time. 


A message, was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage by that body‘ of a bill to be entitled “An 
actto prohibit thé Boards of Land: Commissioners in each 
county in‘this’ State, from- issuing certificates to any claimant’ 
whatsoever, ùñless-the applicant ofclainiant shall previously. 
thereto have‘received a conditional cértificate from: some com-. 
petent Boards” a Ries i 

On motion of Mr. Bowland; ; 

The rule. requiring. bills to be read on three several days,- 
was supsénded, and the bill to establish the Galveston and Red 
‘River Railroad Company, was read a second time, and referred, 
together with the accompanying. petition, to-the-committee on 
nternal Improvements. l l 


£ 
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Mr. Lewis presented the petition of Edward Hall. 
On motion; . 
The petition was referred to the committee on Public Lands, 
without reading. . 
Mr. Stout moved that the House proceed to the orders of the 
day. . É 


Motion lost. 


—1- 


Mr Tankersley, one of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following report: . 


The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled “An act to incorporate the Houston Mechanics’ Insti- 
tute, have examined and ‘considered the same, and, seeing no 
objectiqn to the bill, a majority of said committee have instruct- 
ed me to report the same back to the House, and to recommend 
ats passage, without amendment. 

Report received, and the bill Jaid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. ` l 


— 


Mr. Potter, one ef the committee on the Judiciary, reported. 
as follows: 


< $ 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An act, assenting to the purchase by the United 
States, and ceding to the. same, jurisdiction of certain lands in 
this State, for public purposes,’ have had the same under con- 
sideration, and believe that, in order to effect the purpose in- 
tended, the bill should be amended. The committee have, 
therefore, prepared the following amendments, which they have | 
directed me to report to the House, together with the original 
bill, and to recommmend -that the bill, when so amended, be 
passed. ‘ 


Report received, and the bill and amendments laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


? oll 


_ Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judieiary committee, made the 
follwing. report : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
«Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 
subscribe for three hundred copies of the “ Reports of the De- 
cisions of the Supreme Court,” have examinad the same, and, a 
majority of the committee believe the object of the joint resolu- 
tion to bea good-one; but as‘the resolution is not sufficiently 
explicit,and makes no provision for the payment of said sub- 
scription, they have prepared a substitute, which they have di- 
rected me to report to the House, and to recommend its adoption 
and passage. ' 


Report received, and the joint resolution and substitute laid 
upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 


4 
-~ 


a 
- 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report : 


Fhe committee on. County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of the citizens, of Jefferson county, praying for 
acounty, have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report to the House, a bill to be entitled “ Anact 
tq create the county of Delta,” and to respectfully recommend. 
its passage. 


Report received, and the bill read a first time. 


=, 


eae 3 


2 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of thé committee on County Boun- 
daries, also made the following report: -> 


Thecommittee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
reda bill (from the Senate) to be entitled.“An act to define the 
boundary lines of Matagorda county,” have had the same un- 
der consideration, and have instructed me to report’ the bill 
back to the House, and to respectfully recommend its passage, 


* 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the’ table, to core nip , 
in its regular .order. a e 


4 
ad 


. Mr. Carothers, chairman’ of the committée on County Boun- 
daries; also reported as follows : . 

The committe on Cotiuty Bowndaries, to whom was referred 
a'þill to be entitled “An act to create the county of San Gabriel, 
have had said bill wndér consideration; and have directed me to 
report the same-back to the House, andrespectfully recommend 
its passage. 


Report received, and the bill read-a first time. 


< + 


mee. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of thé committee on Engrossed Bills,. 
made the following report : 


The comittee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled “An Act fot the relief of Liley, a colored. woman ;” , 

A bill to be eiititled “An Act to authorize a special tax to be 
‘levied on the citizens of Guadalupe county ;” f 

A: bill fo be entitled “An Act prescribing in what cases the 
Governor may remit fines and forfeitures ;” 

A bill fo be entitled “An Act to establish the county seat of 
Grimes county ;” : 

A “Joint Resolution making an appropriation for the pay- 
ment of the pro rata pay due E.W. Moore, Post Captain Com- 
manding the late Texa Navy, under the provisions of an act 
of Congress of the Republic of ‘Texas # approved, Feb. ‘Sth 
1844; and find the same correctly engrossed: 


Report accepted. 


The following report was'made. by the Special Committee, 


+ 
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appointed, to investigate the merits of the Joint Resolation:for 
ihe relief of J. Harris Catlin: 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred a Joint Reso- 
lation for the relief of J. Harris Catlin, have examined ‘the sdme, 
and find from the books of ihe Comptroller, as well as the- 
vouchers and documents on file in his office, that the facts sef . 
forth in the preamble are correct ; and, that Mr. Catlinis justly 
` entitled to all the credits specified in his petition... The case’is 
. one of a peculiar kind, and calls as loudly for Legislative relief, 
as any that could be presented to the House for its action. 

‘fhearhount with which My. Gatlin is charged, and for which, 
he now stands as a défaulter; ‘was, in good faith, paid over by 
him as Sheriff, to his successor in office, and his receipt taken 
for the same: this, alone, would not entitle him-to‘the relief he 
asks; but, when all the circumstances are considered,—the 
amount over paid-by ‘him as collecting officer, as well as the 
_ sum:appropriated for him by the Corigéess.of 1842, your com- 
mittee cannot hesitate to recommend a favorable action on the- 
- Resolution. 


Report received, and-the Joint Resolution laid upon the 
table to come up in its regular orđer. 


(Signed,) _ °C. G, KEENAN, Chairman. 


s mememe > 


Mr. Epperson, chairman of a Select Committee, made’ the 
following report : 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled “An Act- concerning fraudulent and-condifional land. 
titles, derived from the Governmeuits of Spain; Mexico, Coahuila, 
and Texas? have had the same under consideration, and a 
majority of said committee have instructed me to report the 
accompanying bill as a substitute for the original, and to recom- 
mend the passage of the same. : 

Report received, and the bill arid substitute laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 
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Mr. McNeill introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to 
better define the boundaries of Walker county.” 


Bill read a first time. ` 3 


a 


Mr. Robertson introduced a “Joint Resolution authorizing 
the transfer of one half of a certain lot in the city of Austin on 
certain conditions.” 


. Joint Resolution read a first time. 


Mr. Robertson, also, introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act 
to provide for printing the laws and journals of the State.” 


Bill read a first time. 


_Mr. Dooley introduced a. “Joint Resolution to validate the 
election of Mayor and Alderman of the city of New Braunfels.” 


Joint Resolution read a first time. 


' Mre- Stout introduced a bill to be ‘entitled “An Act for the 
relief of Jésse Billingsby.” 


Bill read a first time. 


at 


Mr. Lewis introduced a “Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Theodore D. Maltby, who was disabled for life in the service 
of the country.” : 


Joint Resolution read a first time. 


Mr. Eddy asked leave to withdraw the petition of F. M 
Diamond, and the vouchers of J. P. Wallace. 


a & 


n Leave granted. 
“On motion of Mr. McNeill, Pe 
The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 
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The bill to be entitled “An Act to raise a revenue hy direct 
taxation,” being the T order of. the day, was 
On motion of Mr. Stout, taken up. - 


"Mr. Potter’s motion to strike out the 4th section of the bill, 
being first in order, was taken up. 


Mr. Tankersley offered the following as a substitute for Mr. 
Potter’s motion, which was accepted by Mr. Potter : 


Strike out, in the Sth line of the 4th section, the words “of 
each and every person or firm occupied in the sale of goods, 
wares and merehandize, on a capital or stock of the value of 
two thousand dollars and apwards, an annual tax of twenty 
dollars, for each and every such establishment ; of each and every 

. person or firm occupied in the sale of goods, wares and mer- 

_"chacdize, on a capital or stock of less than two thousand dollars, 
an annual tax of ten dollars, for each and every such establish- 
ment.” 


o 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the substi- 
tute offered by Mr. Tankersley, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Davis, of L. 
, Davis, of R., Epperson, Fields, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, 
Potter, Rains, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, 
Wheeler and Wren—19. i ; ` 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Caro- 
thers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Dooley Eddy, Edwards, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Miller, of C., 
Pease, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Webb and White—31. i 


Substitute rejected, 


Mr. Potter moved to reconsider the vote adopting the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Robertson. ` ý 


- Motion lost. 
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Mr. Davis, of R., offered the following as an amendment.to 
the -bill ` . 

After the word “exhibited; im the.8th line of the 4th section, 
insert the following words, “and none of the aforesaid-exhibi- 
tions shall be permitted in any county, until the person offering. 
to exhibit the same, shall produce the receipt of a collector of 
taxes, showing that he has paid the amount of annual direct 
tax imposed thereon; and, unless such réceipt shall be produced, 
he shall forfeit and pay double the amount. ~ l 


Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Shannon offered the following, asan amendment to he 
bill : 
k 


In the 21st line, after “10,” add “11,12,13, 14,15, 16 and 17.” 


“Mr, Haynie offered the following as an amendment tothe 
amendment : 


“Strike out all of the 4th section of the bill, except the 21st. 
line.” 


. Amendment rejected. 


Question—Shall the amendment-proposed by Mr. Shannon; 
be adopted. Roa 


The House decided in the negative. 
-Or ihotion: of Mr. Webb, . 
The House resoived itself into a committee of the whole. 


Mr. Crump was called to the chair, 


Mr. Bogart moved that the committee rise, report progress, 
and.ask to-be‘discharged. — 


Motion lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Tankersley, . 

The committee rose, reported progress through their chair- 
man, Mr, Crump, and asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill. 2 


K 


On motion of Mr, Tankersley, 
The bill. and amendments were referred to tle committee on 
Finance. . Š 


On motion of Mr. Haynie, 
The House adjourned antil 3 o'clock, p. m. 


8 o’clock,p. m. 
The House mét pursuant fo adjournment. 


The Roil was called, 
And a quorum was found present. 


-Å bill te be entitled “An.Act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature among the several cotinties 
of the State,’ was taken Wp, and 

‘Read a second time. : 

Mr. Robertson offered-a substitute for the bill. 


t 


l Substitute read. ~“ 


The yeas`and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Robert- 
son's substitute, and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messts. Armstrong, Burroughs, Crump, Crutgher, 
Cunningham, ‘Davis, of L., Eddy; Edwards, Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Miller, of C., McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Stuart, Truitt, 
Webb, Wheeler, White and Wren—29. 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
Davis, of R., Dooley, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Lewis, Lott, 


Mosely, McCown, Pease, Reagan, Runnels, Shannon, Sterne, 
Stout, Tankersley, Taylor, Walling and Winkler—24. 


Substitute adopted. 
Mr. Tankersley moved that the substitute be engrossed. 
Mr. Cunningham moved that the preamble be stricken out. 


Mr. Webb moved that the bill be referred to the same com- 
mitee to which it first was referred, with instructions to make ` 
two thousand free white persons the basis, and to attach all new 

-counties formed since the adoption of the consititution, to the 
counties from which they were taken, excepting those new 
counties which have two thousand free white inhabitants. . 


“Mr. Tankersley moved to amend the motion as follows: 


“And that the basis of Senatorial representation shall be one 
thousand electors.” 


Mr. Robertson moved that the motion and amendment be 
rejected. - 


Mr. Bourland called for a division of the question. 


The sense of the House was then taken on the motion of Mr. 
‘Webb, and the motion was rejected. 


Mr. Goode moved that the vote of the House, adopting the ) 
substitute offered by Mr. Robertson, be reconsidered. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Goode's 
motion, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crump, Davis, of R., Davis, of R., Dooley, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller, of H, ° 
Mosely, McCown, Pease, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Sterne, Stuart, Tankesley, Taylor, Walling, Winkler, White 
and Wren—32. - 20 


- 
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Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Crutcher, Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Hardeman, Miller, of C., McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Shaw, Stout, Truitt, Webb 
and Wheeler—20: 


Motion carried. 


Mr. McNeill moved that the bill and amendment be referred 
to the committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. Miller, of H., moved that the bill be made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow. 


Question—Shall the motion of Mr. McNeill to refer the bill 
now under consideration of the House to the committee-on 
Privileges and Elections, be adopted. 


. Motion carried, and reference made. 


On motion of Mr. Neal, l 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Feb. 4th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 


The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered fo their names: ° 
Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis,of R., Dooley, 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott,Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H. 
Mosely, McCown, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Railey, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Winkler, Wheeler White and *Wren. 


A quorum being present, l 
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‘The Journal of the preceding day.was read and adopted. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body of a bill (which originated 
in the House of Representatives,) to be entitled “an act for the 
relief of those persons who are indebted to the State on acconnt 
of public dues, payable in the Promissory Notes ofthe late 
Republic,” with an amendment. 


5 


Mr. Winkler presented the petition of A. Harwood. 


On motion, the petition was referred to the committe: on 
Public Lands, without reading. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on.Publię Lands, 
made the following report : 


The committee on Publie Lands, to whom was -referred a 
pill to be entitled “an act allowing the holders of land certif- 
cates to have the same located in more than two suryeys,” have 
kad the same under consideration, and haye instructed me to 
report to the House the accompanying substitute for the bill, 
and to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. . 


— 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of thecommittee.on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report: 


The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
zed the petition of the citizens of Jefferson county, praying for 
anew county, have, had the same under consideration, and 
hearing no objections urged against the prayer of the petion- 
ers, have instructed me to report to the House a bill to be enti- 
tied “an act to create the county of Neches, and to respectfully 
recommend its passage.- 
+* 


Report received, and the bill read a first time, 


S21 


_Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills? 
made the following report: _ 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
‘ be entitled an act to provide for the disposition. of: tlie funds re- 
ceived from the United States,” and find the same correctly en- 


grossed, l i - 


Report accepted. 


Mr. Crufcher introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to sup- 
press treating by candidates for public offices.” 


Bill read a first time, 


Mr. Eddy, by leave, presented the petition of A. C. Swear- 
ingan, and accompanying documents. 

On mofion, the petition and documents were referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary, without reading.’ 


Mr. Bryan introduced a bill to be entitled “an aetfor the re- 
y liefof David G. Burnet.” 


’ Bil reada first time. 
Mr. Reagan introduced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to report 
to this House any evidence that may be in his office, as to the 
‘extent to which Charles F. Mercer, and. his associates, have 
complied with the terms and conditions upon which_he con- 
tracted to colonize a portion of.the lands of the late Republic . 
of Texas: and if the terms of said contract have not been 


pees with, whether said contract has been declared for- 
elted., Aa ki 


_ Resolution ordered to lie on the table one day for considera- 
gon. ‘ 
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On motion of Mr. Pease, 


- $ : 
The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


. On motion of Mr. Stuart, 


The bill to be entitled “an act providing for the pay of the 
officers of the late Navy of Texas,” was placed among the or- 
ders of the day. i 

The resolution fixing the time for the election of District 
Attorneys for the Ist, 2d, 3d and 7th Judicial Districts, was 
taken up. 


Mr. Stuart moved that the resolution be. laid upon the table,- 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Tankerley moved to strike out “Slst of January,” and 
insert “Monday next.” n * 


Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the resolution now under consideration of 
the House, be adopted? 


The House decided in the affirmative. 


7 A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the 3d section of an 
act concerning slaves, approved February the dth, 1840, to- 
gether with the report of the committee on the Judiciary, were 
taken up. 

Report received, and, . 


On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled An act to legalize 
the marriage of Rhesa Green Staleup and and Mary Ann Mil- 


ler,’ was taken up, and ° 


Read a first time. 


O23 


A bill (from the Senate) to be entittled “An act to prevent 
Justices of the Peace and Clerks of the District, County and 
Probate Courts, from issuing executions for costs only, unless 


the judgment of the court was, or shall be, for costs only,” was 
faken up, and 


Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to locate the county seat of 
Navarro county,” together with the amendnients to the bill 
from the Senate, were taken up. 


Amendments read. and concurred in. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Western 
Texas Orphan Asylum,” was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Haynie, 


The bill was read a secend time, by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on State Affairs. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Ann Terrell,’ was 
taken up, and read a second time. 


Mr. Lott moved the engrossment of the bill. 
On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 
The bill was referred to the committee on Finance. 


A bill to be entitled “an actto amend the 11th section of an 
act organizing County Courts, approved May the 13th, 1846,” 


was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Potter, 
The bill was referred to the committee on Finance. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the sale, vending or 
distribution of patent or ‘secret medicines,” was taken up, and 
read a second time. > x- , 

Mr. Haynie moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Rag „Davis, of R.,-moved- to strike out 41847,” and insert 
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Motion carried. 
Qn motion motion of Mz. Robertson, 


The bill was then referred to the committee on State Af. 
airs. 


A bill to be entitled “an act supplementary to an act toin- 
corporate the town of Refugio,” was. taken up. . 


On motion of Mr. Neal, as 


. The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on the. Judiciary. 


A bill to be entitled “an act fo prescribe the mode of estab- 
lishing the liabilities of drawers of Bills of Exchange, and Pro- 
maissory Notes,” was taken up. 


- On motion; the bill was read: a second time by its caption, 
and referred to the committee on the J udiciary. . 


A bill to be entitled “an act to create: the county of Cooke, 


was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Bogart 


? 4 


The bill was read a second time by its- caption, sua referred 
to the committee on County Boundaries. 


A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the appointment of 
a Fiscal Agent, and for the better security of- the revenue, 
was taken up. 


Mr. Stuart moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. ‘Fankersley moved. to strike out TER 000,” in the 
bond, and insert “$50,000.” 

On motion of Mr. Rebertson, 

The bill was referred tq the committee, on State Affairs. 


Acbill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Ford & Croni- 
can, Public Printers,’ together with a substitute for the bill, 
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reported by the committee on-the Judiciary, were-taken ap;-and 
the substitute read and’ adopted. S -> 
Mr. Crutcher moved the ehgrossméitit of tlie bill. 


Motion carried, and : 


The bill ordered to-be engrossed, 


* 


A bill to be entitled an-act ‘for the relief of -Booksellers;? 


was taken up, together - with the report of the committee-on 
Education thereon. 


Bill read-a secohd: time. 

Mr. Stuart moved to insert, after “establishment,” “at Höüs- 
ton.” . 

Motion lost. 


Mr. Robertson moved to amend the bill as follows: 

After the word “books,” insert “except novels; and that 
this act shall be .so’¢onstrited as to apply only -to works on His- 
tory, Geography, Botany, Chemistry, Theological works, and 
Primary School Books.” - 

Mr. Stout moved to add“works:ay<Phrenology.” 


Mr. Goode moved that the sense of the House be taken on 
the previous question. ` 


Motion carried, and Mr. Robertson’s amendment adopted. 
Question—Shiall‘the bill now before the House be engrossed? 


-The yeas and nays were called on the éngtossinent of ‘the 
bill, and stood as follows: l ' , 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Arnistrong, Boùrland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Epperson, Fields, Goode, 
Hardeihan, eenan, Bewis, Miller, Bp C, Rayner, Renfro, 
Stout, Tankersley, Taylor; Webb ‘and Winkler—23. _ 

Nays—Messrs: -Bógart, Carothers, Cunningham, Davis. of 
R, Dooley, Eddy, Haynie, ‘Lett, Lyons, Miller:of H., 
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Mostly, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Reagan, 
Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart Truitt, 
Walling, Wheeler, White and Wren—29, 


Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The resolution fixing the time for the two Houses to meet 
in the Representative Hall, and go into the election of State’ 
Treasurer and Comptroller of Public Accounts, was taken up, 

Mr. Tankersley moved that the election be made the special 
order of the day for Tuesday, the 11th inst. l l 

Mr. Bryan moved that the election be made the special order 
of the day for Monday next. 


Motion carried. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


The report of the committee on Roads and Public High- 
ways, in relation to the petition of the county court and citi- 
zens of Washington county, was taken up, read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to make an improved charter 
for Goliad city,” together with the report of the committee on 
the Judiciary thereon, were taken up. 
+ ‘ x 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and ordered 
to be engrossed. : 


A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled “An act, to amend an 
act, entitled An Act, to provide for vesting in the State escheat- - 
_ed property,” was taken up. ` 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the commiftee on the Judiciary. 

. $ 

A. bill (from the Senate) to'be entitled “ An act to prescribe 
the time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State 
of Texas,” was taken up, and read a first time. 


A bill-to-be entitled “Anact concerning. real actions,” toge- 
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ther with the report of the committee on the Judiciary thereon, 
were taken up. $ , 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, P 
The bill was laid upon thė table. . 


Mr. Mosely fon the part ofa minority of the committee on the 
Judiciary, by leave, made the following report: : 
To the Honorable J. W. HENDERSON, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The undersigned, a minority ofthe Judiciary committee, to 
whom was referred “A bill to be entitled an act, concernin 
real actions,” have had the same under consideration, and dif- 
fering in opinion with a majority of said committee, beg leave 
to make the following report: That the existing laws regula- 
ting the trial of titles to. lands are substantially erroneous, un- 
ecrtain and partial in their operation, is a fact known to every 
citizen of the State who has had the misfortune to litigate his 
rights in that kind of property. Independent jof that conside- 
ration, the minority of the committee are of opinion, that inall 
cases where titles to lands are litigated, there should be provis- 
isons made to place all parties to the suit upon an equality, so 
a to give the real owner of the land his title quieted and free 

„from all incumbrances whatsoever, which is not the case under 
the existing law. We are of opinion that as the landed interest 
of the people of this State is paramount to all other interests, it 
is therefore due to the people that this great and important in- 
terest should be protected by laws, having their foundations 
based upon the immutable prinoiples of justice and truth. Such 
are believed to be the principles embodied in the bill now sub- 
mitted to the House. Upon an examination of its, provisions, 
there we will found ample, full and complete protection to all 
persons holding legal -titles to land. ‘While, at the same time, 
ataffords no inducements for suits to be instituted upon illegal 
and fraudulent titles, as can be done under the existing law, 
without any apprehension on the part of the speculating owner 
-of such illegal or fraudulent title ever. being attacked for the 
fraud, falsehood, or perjury that may have brought it into ex- 


istence. “It is to protect'the owners of legal titles to land that 
have had their origin in the services.of those who ‘have com- 
plied with all the requirements of Jaw, justice, truth and patri- 
otism, during all the trying struggles, through which the peo- 
_ple of this State have passed ; that the proposed law will afford 
a remedy, that will place the cifizen, in peace, and the soldier, 
in war, in the quiet, peaceable and legal possession ofa home 
for his family, beyond the reach of the heartless minions. of 
avarice that now threaten to:‘swallow ‘up the greater portion of 
thé land of the State and homesteads of her citizens by the en- 
forcement of fraudulent fitles to lands, that-come into our 
courts, aided by wealth and supported by-all the seeming sanc- 
tity of dissembled truth and oppressive law, and with the full 
assurance and protection of the existing law: it matters not 
how fraudulent soever their titles may he, yet they defy all in- 
vestigation and enquiry into the origin, validity, or legality, 
Tt is to afford investigation into the legality {of all titles litiga- 
ted, which the proposed law offérs to place in the hands of 
every citizen, when compelled to defend his rights in the courts. 
ofthe. State, and atthe same time,forever quiet them in the 
peaceable possession of their land, free from all future. suits up- 
on pretende titles or claims, having their origin in falsehood, 
fraud or perjury. When the owners of fraudulent claims are 
compelled to prove their legality on the trials prosecuted to en- 
force them, they will, at once, abandon their wicked, dishon- 
-est and criminal pursiits, and leave. our citizens in the quiet 
enjoyment of their homes, unmolested by any-terrors of law- 
stts or oppression that may now be forced upon them with. 
impunity by the owners of pretended titles to lands, to enforce 
which, uidér the ‘existing law, they extort onerous, ‘unjust 
and oppressive ferms of compromise. It is to.prevent evils.of 
this ‘éharacter that the proposed law is offered to the considera- 
tion of ‘the House as a ‘law of ‘peace and quiet to the citizen of 
the State, as it is belieyed it will prove to be, thatit is particu- 
larly,fecommended to ‘the favorable consideration of the House. 
‘The ‘aridersigned would further recommend the passage of the 
proposed law, because the courts of this State -should not be, 
prostittited to the base and corrupt. purposes of enforcing pre- 
tended rights that may have originated in falsehood, and moul- 
ded into the forms of law by foul and.corrupt perjury, without 
dilly inquiring irto their origin or history; such, we believe, 
cań be‘done, and has been done, under the existing law, and to 
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‘prevent this unhallowed prostitution of the courts of the State, 
and to place the legal land titles of this‘State beyond the reach 
of successful attack from spurious and forged titles that have 
been making their appearance in fearful array in the courts of ` 
this State, that we respectfully ask and urge the passage of the 
proposed law, concerning real actions. 

v ¢ [Signed] SAM. F. MOSELY, 

JOHN H. REAGAN, 
B. H. EPPERSON, 
S. A. MILLER, 
C. M. WINKLER. 


Report received, to come up in its regular order. 
*# 


w 


nee 


A bill, to be entitled “An act, to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps, charts, &c.,” together with a substitute, reported 
by the committee on Siate Affairs, were taken up, and the sub- 
stitute adopted. ' 


ç 


+ 


Mr. Haynie moved,to strike out the words “ Secretary of 
State” wherever they occur in the bil, and insert “Executive of 
the State.” ` j ; 
-s K 
Amendment adopted. l 


Mr. Haynie then moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, 
And the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “An act to authorize the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, to issue certificates of stock in certain cases,” 

. together with the report’of the committee on Finance thereon, 
‘were taken up. * ° i 


pa 


Mr. Saddler in the chair. 


fe ae eee r 
Mr. Stout moyed that the biil be referred to the committee on 
- the*Sudiciary. sa Te. ee eS Be a 
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Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be laid upon th: table, 
until the first day of July next. 


Motion carried. ” 


A pill (from the Senate) to be entitled “An act to organize 


the militiaof Santa Fe.” was taken up, and read a second time, 
On motion of Mr. Miller, of Houston, 
The bill was re-referred to the committee on Military Affairs, 
A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the arrangement 
and adjustment of the Public Debt,” was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Edwards, 
The bill was referred to the committee on Finance. 


A bill to be entitled “An act to authorize the corporate au- 
thorities of the several incorporated towns and cities in this 
State, to levy and collect a direct tax,” together with the report 
of the committee on Finance thereon, were taken up, and the 
pill read a second time. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be engrossed. 


The yeas and nays were then called on the engrossment of 
the bil, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland,Bryan, Davis 
of L., Epperson, #ields, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, 
Miller of C., McNeill, Neal, Pease, Potter, Renfro, Shaw, Stout, 
Stuart, Tankersley, White and Wren—23. 


Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, 
Goode, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Ro- 
bertson, Runnels, Saddler, Sterne, Taylor, Truitt, Walling, 
Winkler and Wheeler—27. ° 


Motion lost l ° 


9 


Abill to be entitled “An act authorizing guardians to re- 
move- the property of their wardsto any other State in-the Uni- 
ted States,” was taken ups a Oo 


On motion of Mr. Epperson, ' 
& 


fe Fe] 
® 
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: - The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Davis, of Liberty, the House adjourned 
until 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, February Sth, 1848. 
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The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The Roll was, called, 
And the following members, answered 10 their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis 
of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., 

Miller of H,, Mosely, McCown, McNeill; Pease, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Sad- 
dler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Truitt, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Wren. 


A quorum being present, 5 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Haynie asked leave to withdraw the petition of James 
Cole, from the committee on Claims and Accounts. 


Leave granted. 
` 2 
On motion, : 
The petition was then referred to a select committee,-consiet- 
ing of Messrs, Haynie, Truitt, White, Wren and Neal. 


Mr. Winkler presented the petition of Lewis Sanches. 
On motion, me 


The petition was referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, without reading. * i 
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Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Fi inance, made the 
following report: 


asemena 


The committee on Finance to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act for the relief of Mrs. Ann Terrell” have 
had the same under consideration, and find the government to 
be justly indebted to Mrs.*Terrell.in the sum of $1,167 87 as 
sef forth in Said bill; the said amount being ‘the balance due 
her late husband, George W. Terrell, deceased, for services as 
Charge d’ Affaires of the late Ropublic to France and England; 
but on account of the limited means of the State, and the 
number of just demands against the same, the committee have 
not deemed it expedient to recommend the payment of the 
whole of this claim at the present time; buts have ‘instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House, with the amendments 
which follow, and to reeommendits passag e, as amended: 


- 


- Amendment first.’ 


To the 4th and 5th lines of the Ist section, strike out the 
‘words “one thousand ont,” and insert “thrée.” 


+ * 


' Amendment second. . : 


in the 8th line of the first section, after the word “beings, 
insert the words, ein part poyaeut of.” 


Report receiv ed and the bill and E laid upon the 
“able to come up in their regular order. 


—, 


z 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report. A s 

The somites on the Jndiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to provide for deducting from the 
salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Court, Judges of the 
District Courts and District Attorneys of this State who may . 


* 
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neglect the performance of certain duties, assigned them bF 
law,” have had the same under consideration. They believe 
the bill to be objectionable in many respects; and, not being 
able so to amend it as to make it acceptable to a majority of - 
the committe, they have directed me to report the same to the 
House, and ask a discharge from its further consideration. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come u 
in its regular order. . 

Mr. Mosely on the part of a minority of the committee on 
the Judiciary made the following report: 


The undersigned, a minority of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled “an act to 
provide for deducting from the salaries of Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, Judges of the District Courtsand District Attor- 
neys of this State, who.may neglect the performance of cer- 
tain duties, assigned them by law,” differing in opinion with a 
majority of said committee, beg leave tomake the following 
report:—By the twelfth section, of the seventh article of the 
constitution, it is declared, that the Legislature shall have 
power to provide for deductions from the salaries of public of- 
ficers, who may neglect the performance of any duty, assign- 
edthem by law. Independent of the mandate in the Constitu- 
tion, considerations, based upon principles of honor,, honesty, 
wisdom and justice, demand the enactment of a law, embody- 
ing the principles of the bill: indeed, if we would carry out the 
Spirit and genius of our government, we willhold all officers 
to a strict accountability, and a faithful discharge of the du- 
ties assigned'them. For the truth of this position, we would 
respectfully refer to the existing laws, regulating the duties of 
allinferjor officers; and-the duty that every citizen of the State 
has.to perform, as Jury servers, under penalties as great if 
not greater thgn those proposed to be placed upon those offi- 
cers: any citizen summoned upon a jury, may be fined by the 
Judge, and prosecuted with all the vengeance of violated law, 
_ atthe discretion of the Judge. Let it be remembered, too, 
that this juror may not only have a good excuse, but if he at- 
tends the Courts, and’ labors as a juror, he getsthe promise of 
one dollar and fifty cents per day; if he fails to attend the 
Court, he may be fined fifty dollars by a Judge,and prosecuted 
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by the District Attorney; who may have absented themselves, 
until the very last hour, of the last day that Court could þe 
opened; and that juror-may have been in attendance the whole 
of the time, except at the last hour that Court could be open- 
ed atthatterm. But upon an examination of the existing.. 
laws, we find that no member of the Legislature, who ie- 
glects his duty, as such, is permitted to draw money from the 
Public Treasury. The Legislatureyno doubt, was actuated 
by the consideration, that it would be dishonest and dishonor- 
able, to receive money from the Treasury of the State, without 
tirst rendering service therefor. : 

All that the minority of the committee ask, is, thatthe Leg- 
islature will apply the same rule, to those who are equally 
bound to perform services to the State before they are paid. 
Beside this, all appropriations of salaries for officers, are made 
upon the presumption, that those who hold the offices, will 
perform the duties; and we hold it to,be equally as just, and 
rational a presumption, that if the services and dutiés, which 
are assigned to an officer, are not performed, that such failure 
or nonfeasance, has occurred by the neglect of such officer. 
Especially, is this presumption strengthened, when we have - 
the pledge of that-officer, under his oath of office, that, he will 
faithfully perform those duties. ot 

The undersigned have not advanced to that degree of affec- 
ted, moral and intellectual perfection, that can-discriminate 
between an oath that gives to an officer the privileges and 
emoluments of an office, by discharging its duties, and an 
oath, that the same individual has been prevented by no act, 
or neglect, of his own, from the performance of the duties as- 
signed him. Hence, we insist, and contend, that the provis- 
ions.of the bill, are wise, just, and wholesome, and such as no 
hones! or honorable officer of the State, will ever object to. 
Jt will promote the performance of the duties of officers, who,’ 
by their elections, and by the tenure of their offices, are not-re-” 
sponsible to the people, and-can only be removed by impeach- 
ment, or petition of the Legislature, which is tantamount to 
no responsibility, whatever. Beside this, We can never con- 
sent to appropriate the tax money that -has been collected 
from the sweat and toil of the citizens of the State, to officers 
who may not only fail to perform the duties assigned them, 
but may bring disgrace upon themselves, dishonor upon the 
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Constitutional tribunals of the country, and irreparable losses 
and injuries onthe State. _ . i i è » 

We cam never consent to appropriate the money, of the peo- 
ple to any officer of the State, unless we have an ‘equivalent, 
or, at least, an opportunity to obtain an equivalent for servi- 
ces performed. To sanction a different policy, or principle, 
would make the Legislature directly, and the people indirect- 
ly, parties to their own abasement. Equally abominable and 
odious is that doctrine, that would excuse those officers, be- 
cause of their exalted position,and presumed integrity. For, ` 
so long as these officers possess the frailties, common to man- 
kind, just so long will it be necéssary to hold them to a strict 
accountability, in the performance of the duties assigned 
them. l i 

Faithful, honest and prompt officers, will never object tothe 
provisions of this bill, while it will purge the State of negli- 
gent, unfaithful, dishonest and corrupt officers, who only “hold 
on to offices, for salaries, and to degrade themselyes, and 
disgrace the State. - 

These are but a few of the considerations. that the minority 
ofthe committee would urge, for the enactment of a law, em- 
bracing the principles embodied -in the bill, herewith submit- 
ted to the action of the House. ae 

Report received, and the bill daid upon the table to come up 
with the orders of the day. i . 


* 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body, of the following bills.and 
Joint Resolution: . $ 

ce A 

A bill (which originated inthe House of Representatives,) 
to be entitled an act tocreate the county of Starr,” with an 
amendment. 

A bill (which originated in the House of Representatives) 
tobe entitled “an act better defining the boundaries of Nueces 
county,’ with an amendment. ` ` P 

A bill (which origiħated in the House of Representatiyes,) 
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tobe entitled “an act to define the county boundaries of Goli- 
ad county,” with an amendment. f ; 

A bill (which originated in the House of Representatives,) 
to be entitled “an act for the relief of John Keiser.” 

A bill (which originated in the House of Representatives, 
to be entitled “an act to create the county of Cameron;” with 
an amendment. 

And, a “joint resolution (which originated in the House of 
Representatives,) authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
gounts to provide a residente inthe city of Austin, for the use 
ofthe Executive of the State. a 


+ 


Mr. Bogart, on the part of a mjnority of the committee on 

the Land office, made the following report: 
Hox J. W. Hexprrson, - 
, Speaker of ihe House of Representatives. 

The undersigned being members of the committee on the 
Land Office, charged by two resolutions lately adopted bythe 
Hon. the House of Representatives to inquire into the manner 
in which the monies appropriated for blank patents, station- 
ery, books, postage and other appropriations.at the disposition 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office were expen- 
ded; also, as.to the returns made by him for dues and patent - 
fees received; also, as to whether the said Commissioner has 
committed any malfeasance in office; also, as to what fees have 
been charged at the Land Office, by whom and under what 
law. and to what annual amount; having with the remainder 
of the committee, had the several matters referred to them un- 
der consideration, beg leave to report that they have discharg- , 
ed their duty in the premises, by a,careful but somewhat pro» 
tracted examination of the various subjects presented by the 
resolation. ee: 

And first as to the manaer in which the monies for the pur- 
chase of blank patents, stationery, &c., have been disposed of 
by the Commissioner, it appeared to the committee that the 
Commisioner duly forwarded to New York the whole appro- 
priation for the year 1846 forthe purchase of patents, station- 
ery, etc; and as regards the appropriation for 1847, the Com- 
missioner duly forwarded the same, so soon as received, to his 
agents abroad, to be applied to its legitiniate uses. But the 
proceeds of the last appropriation have not as yet been fully 
received at the Land Office, the blank patents, stationery, &., 
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therewith purchased being stillin progress of transportation 
and delivery; since this appropriation came to the hands of the 
Commissioner, sufficient time for the arrival of the patents, 
&c, has not yet elapsed; even if theCormmissioner had used the 
utmost-diligence in this‘respect, which circumstances did not, 
in the opinion ofthe-undersigned, require. The fact that the 
parchment, of which the patents are made, has to be manufac- 
tored in Europe and imported to this country. is not ` general- 
ly known; still in no other manner can the Commissioner obtain 
the requisite supply, since the markets of neither country fur- 
nish so large an amount, except in case of a special and ex- 
traordinary demand for the article. Until the receipt of the 
‘remaining patents, theCommissioner cannot close his accounts 
and procure his vouchers, touching this appropriation. So far 
as he has proceeded, however, in this business, the commit- 
tee are satisfied that he-has discharged his duty with fidelity 
and commendable energy. 

The committee examined the accounts of the Commissioner, 
touching monies drawhon the appropriation for postage and 
found that the money had been, in part expended, in conform- 
ity to the object of the appropriation, andthat the remaining 
part is deposited in the*iron-safe in the Land Office. 

Upon an examination’ of the books of the office, relating to 
the receipts of government dues and fees for patents, the com- 
mittee found the same in perfect order. i 


The several amounts were entered-in the order in which - 


they were received, and the deposite warrants on file show 
thatthe money was duly paid into the Treasury Deparment 
by the Commissioner: “The amount of dues and patent fees 
thas accounted for is ‘near $123,000. The committee were 
satisfied from inspection of the books, and without adding up 
the columns of figures, that the same were kept with careful- 
hess, accuracy and correctness. ; Ai 

The committee carefully and rigidly examined the books 
and papers oi the Land @ffice, and found that the order or sys- 
tem pursued by the Commissioner in this respect, and in the 


arrangement and prosecution of the whole business of the of- , 


fice is entitled to the highest commendation, on account of its 
peculiar adaptation to the extensive and varied transactions 
of the Department, and’its efficacy in ensuring the completion 
ofa vast amount of daily business.. Any interruption or con- 
fusion now introduced in this respect ought to be regarded as 
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a public misfortune, for it is to this organization that the peo- 
ple are, in no slight degree, indebted for the safe keeping of , 
their muniments of title and the facility with which they may 
be found and consulted. - 

In this connection, the undersigned are compelled, ‘by-sense 
of duty and obligation te their constituents and by their con- 
victions, in relation to the paramount interests of our citizens, 
touching the character of their patent titles, to remark that. 
the vigilance and care exerted by the Commissioner in ex- 
acting a strict compliance with the legal prerogatives, on the 
part of those applying fer: patents, is entitled to the approval 
and co-operation of the community, and of every friend to the 
true interests of our citizens; without the exertion of this care 
and vigilance, on the part of the head of the Land Office, the 
character of our patent titles and the confidence in them must 
deteriorate and diminish. Indeed, it is only by a eareful ob- 
sServance of these legal prerequisites that grantees can be- 
really benefitted in obtaining their patents, .or that the instru- 
ment itself can effectually operate as evidence of title, or that 
they can be made to occupy a higher or more elevated posi- 
tion in contemplation of law than that assigned to several 
classes of doubtful title, unfortunately but teo well known te- 
our people; certainly it is better than the inconvenience of 
such delay as may be Jnecessary to comply with these prere- 
quisites should be submitted to, than that our patents should 
_ be issued prematurely and without observance of the require- 
ments of jaw. i ; 

It has been mide a subject of charge against the Commis- 
sioner, that he has conceded to some of his.clerks an occasion- - 
al brief leave of absence. From the testimony of Mr. Shaw, 
the Comptroller, it appears than in doing so, Col. Ward has 
acted only, in conformity to a custom always prevailing in the 
Departments and to which ne previous objection has been made. 
The power to grant a temporary leave of absence toa clerk or 
subordinate necessarily resides in the head of a depariment; | 
and an occasional and prudent use-of this power forms no 
ground of objection to the principal officer. It has not been 

‘shown to have been abused or improperly exercised in the case 
of Col. Ward, nor is there any ground of presumption what- 
soever, that it has been so used. In this respect, we can find 
no just or justifiable cause of complaint against this officer. 
It isthe only instance in-which a departure from the most. 
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rigid discipline has been permitted by him, and in no instance 
can it be found that he has ever approved of, allowed excep- 
tions, deviations or measures, with a view to his own individ- 
ual relief, benefit or interest. 
The resolutions farther directed our inquiries to the subject 
of fees charged at the Land Office, &c., the result whereof has 
been to show that the Spanish clerk has been permitted to 
charge for copies and translations of Spanish titles, when call- 
edfor, to be used jn suits pending in the courts of this and 
other States. Such copies and translations have always been 
prepared out of the busintss hours of the office; and from the 
original organization of the Land Office in Texas, it has been 
the uniferm custom to allow fees of this description to be 
charged. It is conceived that no reasonable objection can be 
' made to this custom, and for this cause it was not deemed im-* 
portant to ascertain the annual amount of guch ftes. - 

Inasmuch as the resolution referred to, further made it the | 
duty of your committee to inquire whether the Commissioner | 
had been guilty of any malfeasance in office, we feel compelled, 
after strict and careful investigation in this behalf, to announce 
our conviction that the testimony adduced has signally failed 
to attach to the discredit of the Commissioner, in this respect, 
any probable cause or reasonable ground of guilt dr suspicion. 
The Statement of the-witnesses was listened to and carefully: 
examined by your conimittee, in connexion with other matters 
offered in evidence, and we would respectfully state that they ~ 
have failed to establish-any mismanagement in the Land Of- 
fice, much less malfeasance, all of which your committee 
would respectfully submit for your consideration. 


J. H. LYONS; 
SAM BOGART, 
, JAS. TRUIT. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
made the following report: 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a ` 
bill to be entitled “ap act for-the relief of Isaac Delancy,” 
have had the same under consideration, and ‘have instructed . 
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me to report the bill back to the House, and to recommend its 
passage. ‘ 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come 
up in its regular order. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on public lands, 
also, made the following report: , 

The committee on public lands. to whom was veised the 
petition of Thomas J. Stell, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and have instructed me to report the accompanying 
bill, touching the object of the petitioner, and to recommend 
its passage. 


Report received, and the bill read a first time. 


—— 
$ 


Mr. MeCewn, one of the committee on county pounders 
made the following report: 


The committee on county boundaries, to whom was referred 
abill to be entited “an act to create the county of Cooke,’ 
have had the same under consideration, and a majority of the 
said committee have instructed me to-report the bill back to 
the House, and respectfully recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the ee to come up 
in its regular- order. ' 


— 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a bill to 
_ be entitled “an act for the relief of. oe „widow and heirs at 
law of Maj. James L. Holmes.” ~~ 


* 
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A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Berkley Acad- 
emy, cf Montgomery county.” o 

A bill to be entitled “an act: to incorporate the town of 
Mount Pleasant, in Titus county;” and 

A “joint resolution for thé relief of Robert H. Beale, who 
was permanently disabled in the service of the country;” and- 
find the same correctly engrossed.” 

Report accepted. 


¢ 


— 
+ ame 


a 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: . 


l The select committe, to whom was referred-a resolution of 
the House, proposing a reyision of the laws regulating estrays, 


‘have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 


me to report the accompanying bill, which the committee be- 
lieves embodies every thing necessary to be enacted upon that 
subject. l 


Report received, and the bill 
Read a first time. 


=e 
as J 


Mr. Mosely introduced a bill to be entitled “an act defining 
the force and effect of official bonds.” -, 


» 


Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Davis of Liberty, introduced a-bill to be entitled “an act 


thé 30th, 1846. 
Bill read a first time. — 


' togmend an act creating the county of Polk,” approved March 


Mr. Goode moved that the House proceed to the orders of 
the day. 
„Motion lost, 


s e 


Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to author- 
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ize Jacob-F. Winfree to adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his 
lawful child.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to extend 
the time to all resident citizens, who have settled under the 
provisions of an act to settlers on vacant public domain, pre- 
emption privileges.” . 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr, Bourland, by leave, as one of the coramittee on public 
lands, made the following report: 

The committee on public lande, to whom was referred the 
petition of Theodore D. Maltby, who was permanently dis- 
abled in the service of the countiy, at the battle of Mier, have 
- had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report, that from investigation, they are satisfied that the peti- 
tioner is meritoriously entitled to the relief asked for in his pe- 
tition, and recommend the passage of the bill :providing.for 


the grant of one league, and one labor of land, to said peti- 
tioner. 


Report received, and laid upon the table to come up inits 
regular order. 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 
The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


The chair announced a bill to be entitled “an act for the re- 
lief of McKinney and - Williams,” to be’ the special order of 
the day. . 

The subtitute offered by Mr. Pease for the bill, was then 
taken úp and read. : ; 


On motion of Mr. Bryan, 


The bill was made the special order of the day for Wednes- 
day next, the 9th inst. ; j 
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A “joint resolution, cancelling University lands, in Nacog- 
doches land district, viz: leagues No. 1 and 2;” 

Was taken up. 

On metion of Mr. Lott, e 

The joint resolution was indefinitely postponed. 

A bill te be entitled an act to authorize the opening and con- 


struction of a „turnpike road from tne city of Houston te the 
Brazos river; 


Was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Rayner moyed the engrossment of the bill. 

Motion carried, and 

The bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The sybstitute for the bill to be entitled “an act to compel 
owners and renters of cotton gins, to keep them enctosed so as 
to prevent stock from having access to the cotton seed thereof, 
by the eating*of which, they may die;” l 

` Was taken up, - 
Read. and adopted. 


Mr. Epperson moved the engrossment of the bill. 


Motion carried, and 
The bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill (from the Senate,) to be entitled “an act for the relief 
of Patrick Reels;” ; 


Was taken up, and 


F 
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Read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Stout, 


The bill was referred to the committee on public Iands. 
A “joint resolution, (from the Senate,) for the relief of those 
citizens of Texas who had their property taken off and des- 
- troyed by the Mexican government, during the revolution;” 
Was taken up. í 


On motion of Mr. Pease, 
The joint resolution was laid upon the table. 


The repórt of the committee on the land office, in relation 
to the acoount of Uriah F. Case, deputy sur¥ eyor of Grimes 


county, was taken up, read and adopted. 
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The joint resolution instructing our Senators, and request. 
ing our Representatives in the Congress of the United States 
to procure the passage of a law establishing two Districts fo; 
the United States District Court, in the State of Texas, togeth- 
er with the report of the joint committee on the part of the 
House, were taken up. - 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

The résolution and report were laid on ‘the table. 


The substitute for a bill to be entitled “an*actto provide for 


the removal of the Land Office of the Robertson Land Dis. 
trict,” reported by the committee on the and Office, was ta- 


ken up and read. = 
On motion of Mr. McNeill, YS 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr, Allen. 
7: Mr. Robertson was added to the committee on State Af 
airs. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate Ferries,’ was ta- 
ken up and read. 


Mr. Crump moved that the bill beamended as follows: 


ist—Make it “one foot in every twelve.” 


2d—Sirike out of the Ist section, in the 5th line from the 
bottom, the word “ten,” and insert the word “eight.” 


e ? 


. Amendments adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Bryan, 

The bill was made the Del order of the day, for Wednes- 
day next, 

A. bill to be entitled “an act requiring the Commissioners’ 
Courts of Counties, to regulate roads and appoint overseers,’ 
together with the amendments to the bill reported by the com- 
mittee on Roads and Public Highways, were taken up, and 
the amendments read and adopted. 

a ie of H, offered the following as an amendment to 
the bi 


Aa Sunless in time of war,” ste Oe 


+ 
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Amendment rejected. 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 
The bill was thén ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of San. 
Augustine,” was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Dooley, - 


Tbe bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A joint resolution confirming a certificate for one league and- 
one labor of land, issued to John Vanderworth, by the Board 
of Land Commissioners of Austin county, together with the 
report of the committee on Public Lands thereon, were taken- 
up, and the resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Bourland moved the engrossment of the joint resolu- 
tlon* 


Motion’ carried, and + 


The joint resolution ordered to be engrossed. 


The report of the committee on Public Lands, in relation to 
the petition of Jaspér Gilbert, was taken up, read and adopted. 


Mr. Mosely moved a reconsideration of the vote of the 
House, which rejected the bill to be entitled “an act for the be- - 
nefit of Booksellers.” © x 


r 


Motioncarried. 


. Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 


Motion carried. g > 


A bill to be entitled “an act to require all Mayors and Re- 
corders of incorporated townsand cities, to call a jury in the 
trial of causes where the accused is subject, under the law, to 
fine and imprisonment, or either,’ was taken up, and read a 
scond time. ` , 

Mr. Potter moved that the bill be referred to the committee 

on the Judiciary, i i 


Motion carried, and reference made. 
35 ; 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to give to each county in this 
State, its own County Surveyor, Map and Records,” together 
with the report of the. committee on the Land Office thereon, 
were taken up, and the bill read a second time. 


Mr. Sterne moved that the bill be engrossed. 
{ Mz. Reagan moved that the bill be Jaid upon the table. 


Motion carried.. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the concurrence of that body in the resolution to go 
into the election of a State Treasurer and Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, for the State of Texas, on Monday, the 7th inst. 


A joint resolution requesting our Senators and Representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United States, to have a law passed 
for the relief of the volunteer soldiery of Texas, together with 
the ‘report of the committee on State Affairs thereon, were ta- 
ken up. ; 

On. motion of Mr. Allen, i 

The joint resolution-and report were laid upon the table. 

The substitute for a joint resolution making an appropria- 
tion for the pay of the officers of the late Navy of Texas, was 
taken up. l 

Mr. Stuart offered the following as amendments to the reso- 
lution : 


ist—Strike out “3333,” in the 2d and 3d lines of the Ist sec- 
tion, and insert “2093.” 


m 
2d—Insert before the name of Thomas P, Anderson, in the 
Ist and 2d sections, “the widow of?’ 


3d—Strike out “to Com. E. W. Moore, twelve hundred and 


fifty dollars,” in the same section. 


4th—-Strike out “$4315 18,” in the 2d section. 2d and 3d 
lines, and insert “$2868 86.” : 
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5ii—Střike out “to Com. E. W, Moore, $1446 327 in the 
2d section. , f 


6th—Strike out “$697 74,” after the name of Thomas P 
Anderson, in the 2d section, and insert $498 00.” - 


Amendments adopted. 
Mr. Stuart'then moved that the bill be engrossed. - 


The'yeds and nays were called on the engrossment of the 
pill, and’ stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Doo- 
s ley, Epperson, Lewis, Lott, Potter, Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley 
—12. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, Da- 
vis of L., Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardi- 
man, Haynie, Lyoris, Miller of C., Miller of LH, Mosely, 
McCown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 
Redgan, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, 
Truit, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Wren—36. 


Motion lost. } 


Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 
"= Mr. Robertson moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 


Motion lest. 


Question—Shall the vote of the House, just taken, on the 
engrossment of the “joint resolution making an appropriation 
for the pay of the officers of the late Navy of Texas, be recon- 
sidered ? 


The House decided in the negative. 
A “joint resolution making an appropriation for the pro rata 


pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain cominanding the. late 
Tèxas Navy,” under the provisions of aii act of the Congress 
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of the Republic of Texas, approved Feb. 5th, 1844, was taken 


up,and ` 
Read a third time. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
joint resolution, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley,. Epperson, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Mosely, 
McCown, McNeill, Potter, Rayner, Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, 
Sterne, - Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Walling and 
White—32. l l 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Carothers, Edwards, 
Fields, Miller of H., Pease, Perry, Renfro, Reagan, Runnels, 
Truit, Winkler, Wheeler,and Wren—15., 


Bul passed. 


& bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Liley, a colored 
woman,” was taken up, 


Read a third time and passed. 


Gn motion of Mr. Bourland, : 
Fhe House adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock. 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Feb. 7, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: , 
Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, *Bogart, Bourland, 


a 
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Burroughs, Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis, of Ln: Eddy, 
Edwafds, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Hay- 
nie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely, 
McCown, McNeill, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, 
Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Wheeler and White: 


~ A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr Armstrong, one of the Judiciary committee, made the ' 
following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, te whom was referred a bill 
to beentitled “an act appropriating the fines and forfeitures accre- 
ing to the State, byall suits and prosecutions in which the State 
is plaintiff, to the payment of the juries and witnesses in State 
eases and Clerksand Sheriffs, and the counties in which the fines 
are assessed, forfeitures accrue, or suits prosecuted to judg- 
ment in favor ofthe State,” have -had the same tinder considera- 
tion, and: recommend the adoption ofthe accompanying substi- 
tute. i 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


—r 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of ‘the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


° The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act imposing a tax on certain lands, have had 
the same under consideration, and, in consequence of some dis- 
agreement of opinion in the committee, as to a legal question ` 
believed to be involved -in the bill, have instructed me to re 
port it back to the House, and to recommend its reference to 
the committee on the Judiciary. ‘ 


Report read and adopted. 
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Mr. Stuart, chairman ofthe committee on Finance, also made 
the following report: : P 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referréd the -peti- 
tion of Jabez Dean, asking relief from the, payment of double 
taxes, in the years 1844 and 1845, have had the same under 
consideration, and, seeing no sufficient cause for special legis- 
lative favor inthis case have instructed me to report the peti- ` 
tion back.to the House, and to'askthat they be discharged from = 
its further consideration. 


Report read ard adopted. 


a 


Mr. Pankersléy, one of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 

‘The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a billto 
be entitled “ An act to raise a revenue by direct taxation,” have 
had the same under consideration, and, a majority of said.com- 
Mitiee instruct the undersigned to report the, accompanying 
substitate for the original bill, and to recommend it to the favor- 


* 


able consideration of the House. : ; ‘ 


The committee are aware that the substitute does -not con- 
tain provisions, according, entirely with the wishes apd views 
of each member: but upon mature deliberation, they are of 
opinion that the substitute . proposes the only practicable sys- 
fem of equal direct taxation; and they are fully persuaded-that 
any system levying specific taxation upon merchants, will 
prove in its operations, onerous and oppressive. The committee 
cannot refrain from entertaining the opinion that for the pros- 
perity ofthe country, the merchant is as useful,as the farmer 
or-mechanic:.and as much entitled to the respect and protection 
of laws of the land as any class of the community. |For itis 
conceded that the farmer, mechanic and merchant, are in a great 
degree, dependent upon each other, and so intimately connect- 
ed, that without the one the other must fail to render that assis- 
tance to the country necessary to its prosperity ; and in levying 
a tax for revenue, we should carefully avoid doing any class 
of individuals entitled to equal rights, injustice, by imposing 
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upon them unequal taxation ; which, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, is contrary to the letter and the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion. = 

‘Taking this view of the subject, ‘the committee deem a ‘specific 
tax upon merchants, when they are, by the bill, required to pay 
an equal ad valorem tax upon. their amount of capital stock, 
with the farmer and mechanic, unwise and inexpedient; and 
they therefore left out ofthe substitute, the provision in the origi- 

‘ nal bill imposing a specific tax upon merchants, and have sub- 

stituted therefor a provision taxing all persons engaged in the 
sale of spirituous liquors, in quantities of a quart and over. 
They have also retained in the substitute submitted the amend- 
ment made by the House to the second section of the original 
pill. i : 

Al of which, the committee respectfully submit to the House, 
and ask its favorable consideration. ý 


x 
tr 


Report received, and the bill‘and substitute laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. 


renee 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body, of a bill, to be entitled “An 
act, authorizing Charles Covington; and his associates, to es- 
tablish a Ferry across the river Yegua, and constsuct a cause- 
way across the bottom lands thereof ;” i 

A bill, to be entitled “An act, to repeal the twelfth section of 
an Act, entitled an Act, regulating estrays, approved December 
the 22d, 1836 ;” 


’ A bill to be entitled “An act to regul 
tiorari and Ssupercedeas, in civil causes.” 


° 


ate proceedings by cer- 


Mr. Stuart, chairman of the eomimittee on Finance, made the 
following report : 


The committee on Finance,to which was referred.a bill to 
` be entitled “An act to provide for the collection of taxes for the 
year 1846,” have had the same under consideration, and instruc 

4 t 


552 


‘me to report the same back to the House, with aniendments, ° 


and to recommend its passage. 


* 


Report received, and the bill and amendments laid upon the 
table, to come up in their zognier order. ` 


Mr. TN chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 


made the following report: 

The seniiiée on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “ An act, to reduce to its constitutional size, define 
_ the boundaries, and permanently ea the county seat of Hen- 
derson county ; 


A bill to be entitled “ An act to repeal the second and fourth 


sections of an act requiring the Commisiorer of the General 
Land Office fò issue patents upon unconditional headright 


certificates for land, approved May the 12th, 1846,” and find . 


the same correctly engrossed., 


Report accepted. 


— 


air. Reagan introd uced the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 


to enquire into the propriety of employing counsel to represent 
the State of Texas in the Federal Courts, in suits to which the 
State is a party, that have, or may be brought in said Courts; 


and that said committee be requested io report as early as 
practicable. 


Resolution adopted. 


_ Air. Reagan also introduced a bill to be entitled & An act to 
increase the salary of the Attorney Gene 
Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Potter introduced a bill to Deene “An actauthorizing 
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the Galveston City Company to change the plan ofa certain 
block of lots in the city of Galveston ; and authorizing the city 
and county authorities to use one of the public squares of said 


city for city and county buildings. 
Bill read a first time. a 


Mr. Lott moved to take from the table, and place among the 
orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “An act, to require each 
corporate county in this State, to have its own county surveyor, 
_ map and records.” 


Motion carried. 

Mr. Robstson moved to take from the the table, and place’ 
among the orders of the day, a bill to b2 entitled “An act_con- 
cerning the outstanding liabilities of the late Republic of Tex- 
as? - l 


= 


Motion carried. 


On moton of Mr. Reagan, o 


The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to give to each corporate county 
in this State, its own. county surveyor, map and records,” was 
taken up, and read a second time. P 


On motion of Mr. Lewis, 5 

The bil was referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to prėseribe in what cases the 
Governor may remit fines and forfeitures,” was taken up read 
a third time and passed. ) 

A bill to be entitled “ An act'to authorize a special tax to be 
levied upon the citizens of Harris county, was taken up, read 
a third time and passed. ; 


A bill to be entitled “An act to establish the county seat of 
Grimes county,” was taken up, read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Saddler moved that’a committee be appointed to invite 
the Honorable Senate to meet the House at 12, M., to go into 


the election of Comptroller of Public Accounts and State Trea- 
surer. 
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The Speaker then appointed Messrs, Saddler, McCown and 
Haynie, to constitute said committee. __ sO 

A bill to be entitled “An act to ptohibit the Boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this-State, from-issuing cer. 
tificates to any claimant whatsoever, unless the applicant or 
claimant shall, previously thereto, have ‘receivéd‘a conditional 
certificate from some competent Beard,’ was taken up, and ~ 
read a first time. 

A bill to de entitled “An act incorporating the Houston Me. 
chanics’ Institute,’ was taken‘up and read'a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for ceding to the 
United States jurisdiction of certain lands in this State, for pub- 
lic purposes,” together with the amendments proposed by the - 
committee on the Judiciary, were taken up, and the amend- 
ments read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Saddler, chairman of the Special Committee appointed 
by- the House*to invite the Senate.to meet in the Represeitta- 
tive Hall at 12°o’clock, M., to go into the election of Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts and a State Treasurer, reported the 
duty assigned said committee performed. 

A “Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor 
to subscribe for three hundred copies of the Reports of Decisions 
of the Supreme Court,’ together with the, substitute reported 
by the committee on the Judiciary, therefor, were taken up,and 
the substitute read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields. offered the following-as an amendment: 

“Provided, That that there be $1,800 in thie Treasury for 
. which-the State has no other use.” 


oy 


Amendment rejected. 


k 


_ Mr. Tankersley moved that the bill be-passed to a third réad- 
ing. . 
Mr. Eddy moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 


Motion lost. 
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Mr: Stuart moved to amend the bill by inserting the words 


« of the State and late Republic of Texas.” 
Amendment rejected: 


Mr. Fields moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on Finance. ` 


Motion lost. 
Mr. Allen moved that the bill be passed to a-third reading. 
Motion caried. 


On motion of Mr. Stout, 


The House took a recess of fifteen minutes, preparatory to go- 
ing into the election of Comptroller of Public.Accounts and a 
State Treasurer. ° A 


The term of the recess having expired, the House met. 
The roll was called, and a quorum found present. 


Me. Eddy nominated for the office of Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, James B.-Shaw, Esg., 


_ Mr. Potter moved tliat the two Houses proceed to the elec- 
tion of a Comptroller of Public Accounts, viva voce. 


Motion carried. 


The clerk then proceeded. to call the roll, and the following 
members voted for James B. Shaw Esq.: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis’of B., 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., 
Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter 

ains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Tankersley, 
Truit, Walling, Wheeler; White and Wren—52. ; 
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Messrs. Crump and Bourland were excused from voting on 
account of their belief of the unconstitutionality of tne manne 
of electing the Comptroller. 

The Speaker then declared James B. Shaw, Esq., duly and 
constitutionally elected Comptroller of Public Accounts for the 
term of two years. i ? 


The House then proceeded to the election of a State Treasurer, 


Mr. Tankersley nominated James H. Raymond, Esq., for the 
office of State Treasurer. 

There being no other nomination, the clerk proceeded to call. 
the roll, and the following members voted for James H. Ray- 
mond, Esq.: : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis, of L., Davis, 
of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Rayner, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller, of C., 
Miller, of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, | | 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Tankersley, 
‘Taylor, Truitt, Wall ng, Wheeler, White and Wren—#2. ' - 


The Speaker then declared James H. Raymond. Esq., duly 
and constitutionally elected State Treasurer for the term of two 
years. 


The election of Comptroller of Public Accounts and State 
Treasurer having been gone through with, the Senate returned 
to their Chamber. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m 


x 


oA message was received from the Senate, informing tle 
House of the passage by that body, of a bill to be entitled 
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«An Act to permit married women to devise their separate 
property,” and a bill to be entitled . 
«sAn Act to provide for locating the Seat of Justice for the 


county of Newton.” 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, by 
lave, made the following report : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act to organize Probate Courts,” have had 
the same under consideration, and have given to the subject 
that attention which it importance demands. The committee 
are aware, that the people throughout the State, are anxiously 
expecting that this Legislature will remedy some of the eyils 
that now existin our probate system, and, they have endeavored 
to prepare such bills as they think will, in some measure, meet 
the public expectation. 

The committee propose to abolish the present Probate Courts, 
and to give the jurisdiction now exercised by them, to the 
County Courts; to be exercised, however, by the Chief Justice 
alone. For that purpose, they present herewith, a bill ta be 
entitled “An Act to organize Couhty Courts,” which re-enacts 
the present law, with such alterations as are necessary to. give 
the Court jurisdiction in Probate matters. . 

They also, present herewith, a bill to be entitled “An Act to 
regulate the proceedings in the County Court, pertaining to 
estates of deceased persons ;” this bill is lengthy, buf ona 
careful perusal of it, it will be found that no part of it could 
well be omitted. , ` : 

The committee will, ia a few days, be prepared to report 
another bill, respecting, the appointment, powers and duties of 
guardians; these three biils will embrace all the subjects treated 
of by the original bill referred to them. eee 

The committee recommend that the two bills now reported, be 
adopted as substitutes for those parts of the original bill to 
which they relate, and that they be passed by the House. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 


The'report and bills, were made the special order of the day 
or to-morrow, the 8th inst. f ` 


2 
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The bills which ‘originated. in the House, ‘and iwere passed 
by the Senate with amendments, were takèn up.. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act better defining the boundaries 
of Nueces county,” with an amendment by the Senate. 


Amendment read and concurred in. 


. A bill to be entitled “An Act to ereate the county of Starr,” 
with amendments by the Senate. _ 


Amendments read and concurred in. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the county boundaries 
of Goliad county, with amendments by the Senate. ` 


“ 


Amendments read and’ conciifred in. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Cameron, 
with amendments by the Senate. 


Amendments read and concurred in. > 


A “Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, to provide a residence in the city of Austin, for the 
use of the Executive of the State,” with amendments by the 
Senate. ' 


Amendments read and concurred in. 


A bili to be entitled “An Act to provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxes,’ was taken up and read. 


Mr. Stuart moved that the bill be taken up- by sections. 


d> 


Motion carried. 


i 


Mr. Bourland offered the following as an amendment: 


In the 3d line of the 1st section, afterthe word “on;” insett 
. “fitst Monday of August, 1848, and every two years: thereafter, 
until otherwise provided by law.” 


"4 
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‘Amendment adopted. oo 
Mr. Bourland, also, offered the following as an amendment : 
Fill the blank in the Ist section, with “two.” 


Amendment adọpted. 


Mr. Fields offered the following as an amendment: 


Strike out the three ¿last lines of the 1st section, as in the prin- 
ted bill, and insert the following: “And the assessors and col- 
lector, as aforesaid, shall hold his .office for and during the un- 
expired time of his predecessor, and until his successor shall 
have been qualified.” 


x 


On motion of Mr. Miller, of H., 
The 1st section of the bill as amended, was adopted, 


The 2d section of the bill was then read. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 
The blank was filled with “Angust.” 


Mr. Tankersley moved to strike out the words “Be it further 
enacted.” : 


Motion carried. 
Mr. Mosely offered the following as an amendment: 


After the word “bond,” in the 8th line, insert “which bond 
shall have the force and effect of a Judgment li lien upon all pro- 
perty of the obligors i in the, bond.” 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of ‘the 
amendment, and stood as follows : . 


Yeas—Messrs. Bourland,. Epperson, Haynie, Miller, of H., 
Mosely, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Truitt, White and Wren—12. 
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Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, 
Carothers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Dayis, of L., Davis, of R. 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Lott 
Lyons, Miller, of C, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Peiry, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Runnels, Shannon, 
Sterne, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Walling and Wheeler—37, 


Amendment rejected. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, ~~ s 
The 2d section of the bill, as amended, was adopted. 


The 3d section of the bill was then read. 


On motion of Mr. Sterne, 
The blank. was filled with “August.” 


Mr. Tankersley moved to strike out the words “Be it further 
enacted.” 


7 
* 
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Motion carried. - . oF 


On motion of Mr. Stout, ; 
The 3d section of the bill, as amended, was adopted. 


The 4th section of the bill was then read. 
Mr. Bourland offer-d the following as an amendment: 


After the word “of? in the 6th line of the 4th section, insert 
“March and June.” 


Mr. Taylor moved to insert “March and July.” 
Mr. Stuart moved to insert “September and January.” 


Mr. Tankersley moved to insert “Ist day of January and Ist 
day of June,” which was accepted by Mr. Bourland. 


The sense of the House tras then taken on Mr. Bourland’s 
amendment, as amended. ; : 


56L , 
Amendment adopted. 


Mr: Stout ne to- strike out the words “Bə it iber 
enacted.” 
Motion carried. 


- æ 


Mr. Burroughs moved to strike: ‘out the word “that,” after “Be 
it farther enacted.” 


Motion lost.. 
The 4th section of the bill, ds amended; was adopted. 
Thd 5th section of thé bill was then read: 


Mr ‘Tankersley moved to strike out the words “Be it further. 
enated,” wherever ao occur in the bill. 


Motion carried. 


On motion tot Mr. Bogart, 
The doth section of the bill, as amended; was oped 


The 6th section of the bill was thef read. 
Mr. Miller, of H., offered: the following as amendment: 


Insert after the word “recovered,” in the 6th. line of the sec- 
tion, “by motion of the asssessor and colector” 


Amendment. rejected.. 
Mr. Mosely offered the following as an amendment > 


In the 5th line of the section, strike out and: insert “suck 
assessor and collector shall report the same under oath to the 
nearest Justice of the Peace, who shall order the assessor and 
collector, by his warrant, to take so much of the personal pro- - 
rey into his possession, as will amount to double the amount 
of the taxes assessed the preceding year, and sell the same 
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alter giving ten days notice, and apply the preceeds to the pay- 
ment of the taxes of such person for that yeas, and to the pay- 
ment of all costs”. 


Amendment rejected. 


On motion ef Mr. Hardeman, 
The 6th section of the bill, as amended, was adopted. 


The 7th section of the bill was then read. 
Mr. Taylor moved to fill the blank with the “Ast of June” 
Mr. Goode moved to fill the blank with the first of March 


On motion of Mr. Bourland. 


The blank was filled with the “Ist of January,” and the see 
tion further amended by inserting “agent,” after the word “ad- 
ministrator,” in the 3d line. 


`~ 
Mr. Mosely moved to strike out of the 7th line, the words, 
“and the party rendering the same,” and insert, “tavo disinter- 
ested freeholders.” 


eo 


Amendment rejected. 


* 


On motion, 
The 7th section of the bill as amended, was adopted. 
The 8th section of the bill was then read. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 
The 8th section of the bill was adopted without amend- 
ment. : : 


The 9th section of the bill was then read. 
On motion of Mr. Sterne, 


The ist blank was filled with the “Ist of j uly.” 
On motion of Mr. Stout, 
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‘The second blank was filled with the “Ist of, September” i 


On motion, . 
The 9th section of the bill, as amended, was adopted. 


The 10th section of the bill was then.read. j 
On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 


The 10th section of the-bill was adopted, without amend- 
ment. - _ 


The 11th section of-the bill was-then read. 
Mr. Neai moved to strike out the word “and,” in the-2d.and 
-6th lines, and insert “or.” 


Amendment rejected. 


On motion, _ 


The 11th section ef the bill was adopted, without amend- 
_ ment. ` 


The 12th section of the bill was then read. 


Mr. Potter moved to strike out~“a,” after the word “county,” 
in the 14th line, and insert “one half of the.” 


Amendment adopted. 


On motion, , 


The 12th section of the bill 4s amended, was adopted. 

The 13th section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. Reagan moved to strike out all, after the word “shall,” 
an the 4th line, and insert, “give a notice; of not less than twen- 
ty days, te be post up at not less than public places, in 
‘each civil precinct, of the day, or days upon which he will 
attend, at the usual place of holding elections, in such pre- 
-cinet, for the purpose of receiving the taxes due from the 
citizens of said precinct.” 


Amendment Fejected. 
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Gn motion,- 


The 13th section of the bill was adopted’ without amend- 
ment. 

The 14th section of the bill was-then read.. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley. 
_ The blank was filled with-the 1st of November.” 


Mr. Mosely offered the following as ar amendment: 


After the word “taxes,” in the last line, insert, “and, in case 
such property is about to be removed out of the county, the 
Assessor and Collector shall, in like manner, proceed to take 
into his possession,so much property as will pay-the taxes as- 


sessed.” 
Amendment adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 


The vote filling the blank with the “Ist of November,” was- 
reconsidered. 


Mr. Tankersley then moved „to insert the “lst of Septem 
ber” 


Motion carried,- 


On motion, z 
The 14th section of the bill as amended, was-adoptedy- 


The 15th section of the bill was then read. 
On motion of Mx. Tankersley, 


The 15th section of the bill was* adopted: without amend- 
ment. 


The 16thsection of the bill was then read. 
Mir. Runnels moved to add at the end of the section, “or 


within two years thereafter, upon the payment of treble said 
amount, with legal. interest thereon, to the purchaser.” 


565 
‘Amendment-réjected. 


‘Mr. Pease moved to strike out of the 4th line, the words, 
-“ghall be as binding, and as valid as any other instrument of 
conveyance,” and insert the words, “shall he prima:facie evi- 
„dence that all the requirements of the law, have been com- 
plied with,.in making such sale. i 4 


Amendment: adopted. 
The 16th section of thesbill, as amended, was adopted. 


The I7th section of the bill was then-read. 


iMr..Pease moved to strike out.all of the section, after the 
8d line, and:insert the following in Keu thereof: “Eo the As- 
sessor and Collector of the county where he resides,-er to the 
‘Comptroller of Public Accounts: Provided, however, that the 
-taxes of such personrbe paid to the said Assessor-and Collec- 
„tor, or Comptroller of Public Aecounts on or before the Ist day 
of September, after the same-were assessed „Andit shall be 
the duty of the Assessor and Collector, to pay all such taxes, 
to the Comptroller; and furnish him with a list of 2il persons 
paying such taxes to him, and the county in which the proper- 
‘ty is situated, upon which such taxes were paid. And it shall 
bethe duty of the Comptroller,to receive,and enter tothecredit 
sof the Collector of the proper county, the county taxes due to 
such county, which may he received by the Comptroller from 
any tax payer, or from the tax Collectors of other counties.— 
And it shall be the duty.ofthejComptroller.§to furnish a list of 
allsuch taxes, so paid to him, together withthe names of the 
persons paying the same, to the Assessor and Collector ofthe 
‘county, for which such taxes were paid. 


Amendment rejected. 
Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment. 


After the word “Comptroller,” in the 5th line, insert “or to 


‘the Assessor and Collector of the county, in which the,proper- 
ty may be situated.” ian 
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` Amendment adopted. 
Mr. Hardeman moved to fill the blank with: 1st of October.” 


Motion lost. 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, : 
The blank was filled with the “Ist of September.” 


The yeas and nays were then called on theadoption of the: 
ith section of the bill as amended; and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Caroth- 
ers, Crutcher, Cuningham,.Davis of L., Davis of R.. Dooley, 
Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller 
of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill,.Perry, Runnels, Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Walling, 
White and Wren—82. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Goode, Haynie, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 
Reagan, Truit and Wheeler—15. 


Adopted 
The 18th section of the bill was then read. 


= There being no amendments proposed, the 18th section of 
the bill was adopted, without amendment.. 


The 19th section of the bill was then read. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

The 19th section ofthe bill was adopted, without amend- 
ment.. 

The 20th section of the bill was then read, 

Nir. Hardeman moved to fill the blank with “December: 


Motion lost. 
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Mr, Mosely moved to insert “October.” 
Motion lost. 
Mr. Stout moved to insert “J aneary.” 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Epperson moved to fill the blank withthe “Ist of No- 
vember;” and that the section as amended, be adopted. 


Motion carried. 
The 21st section of the bill was then read. 


Mr. Tankersley moved to fill the blank with the “Ist of Ju- 
ly.” 


Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 


The vote just taken was reconsidered. 

Mr. Stout moved’to fill the blank with. the “Ist of October,’ 
Motion carried. 

The 21st section of the bill, as amended, was adopted.’ 

The 22nd section of the bill was then read. ; 


Mr. Potter offered the following, as an amendment: 


Strike out the words, “the same,” before the words “per 
cent, * in the 10th line, and insert “one half of the like,” 


Amendment, adopted. f 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, 
The 22nd séction of the bill as amended, was adopted: 


z 
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The 23d section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. Reagan moved toaddatthe end of the section, “ang 
shall be subject to presentment and indictment, by the Grand 
Jury, for malfeasance; and, upon conviction, shall be fined, in 
a Sia: of not less than ten, nor more than fifty dollars, to be 
paid, when collected, inte the county Treasury.” 


Amendment adopted. 

On mofion-of Mr. Stout, . . s 

The 28d section of the bill as amended, was adopted. i 
The 24th section .of the-bill was then read. 


Mr. Bogart moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 10 o’cleck. g 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Walling moved that a call ofthe House’ be made. 
Mr. McCown renewed the motion for a call. of the Honsé. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Goode moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’ ‘clock. 


Motion lost, 


Question—Shall the 24th secfion of fhe bill be adopted with- 
out amendment? 

The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Mosely moved to add at the end of the section, “and up- 
on conviction shall be fined one fhousand dollars and impris- 
oned, not less than five years in tke Penitentiary.” ;. 

Motion lost. 

ao Lyons meved to strike out all after the word “suity in 
7th line. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out all after the word “county,” inthe 6th line. 


a 
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Motion earried. 


Question—Shall the motion as amended, be.adopted by this 
‘House! 
The House decided in the affirmative. 


The 24th section of the bill, as amended, was adopted. 
The 25th section of the bill was then read. 


“On motion, 
The 25th section .df-the bill was adopted without -amend- 
ment. 


The 26th section of the’bill was then read. 


__ Mr. Stuart moved tesirike-ont the werd “who,” in fhe Ist — 
Aline. 


Sotien’tarried. 


Mr. Mosely moved to amend'by siriking out all after the 
words “to sue &c,” in the 5th line, and inserting “to tale into 
shis possession, sufficient property of any delinquent tax pay- 
er, for the payment of the taxes due, and shall preceed to seli 
the same, in the same manneras :preperty levied upon by -ex- 

ecution.” 


- 


Amendment rejected. i : 


On motion of Mr. Stout, 
The 26th section of the bill, as amended, was adopted. 


Mr. Stuart moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 10 o’clock. 


Mr. Sterne moved that the-House adjourn-until ‘half:past 9 
-o'clock, to-morrow:morning. | 


-Motion iost. 
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Mr. Davis of Robertson, moved that the ‘Hovse adjourn un- 
til to-morrow morning, 10 o’cloek. 


Motion Tost. 
Mr. Stuart moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Mr. Fields moved to add the following section to the bill: 


Sec. 27. Provided, That it shall not be lawful for any. 
County Court to give the certificate of approval, provided for 
in section 32, until the assessor-and -collector exhibit to the 
eourt a written or printed affidavit, signed by the tax payer, 
on his tax list; which affidavit shall be in the following words: 
“J, A. B.,do solemnly swear that the list of taxable property, 
furnished by me tothe assessor and collector of taxes, for the 
present year, contains a true and perfect account of all and 
every species of taxable property, belonging to me, or in my 
possession, on the Ist day of January, of the present year, 
within this State; and'that no change, or removat of property, 
er collusion sale, hath been made, or entered inte, in order to: 
evade the payment of taxes, so help me God. 


Mr. Miller of Houston, moved to amend the amendment, by 
inserting the words, “to the best of my knowledge and belief,” 
to come in before the words “so.help me God.” 


+ 


Motion lost. . 


Question: Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be engrossed? 


The yeas and nays were called onthe engrossment of the 
Bill, and stood as follows: : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen,Bourland, Carothers, Crutcher. 
Cunningham, Davis of L., Fields, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of 
€., Miller of H., McCown, McNeill, Perry, Shaw, Stout, Stu- 
art, Tankersley, Taylor, Walling, White and Wren—23.. 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Davis of Rr 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Haynie, Mosely, Pease, 


= a 
i nwe ps 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Sterne, Trvit and Wheeler—2L.. 


Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Stuart, 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning; 10 o’clo¢k. 


y» 


House of Representatives, 


Austin, Feb. 9th, 1848. 
_ The House met pursuant to adjournment, | 
Fhe Roll was called, 
And the following members answered’ to- their names + 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Da- 
vis of Lọ, Davis, of R., Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields,. 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of 
€., Miller of H, Mosely, McGown, McNeal, Pease, Perry, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Railey, Saddler, Shaw,. 
Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, Walling,. 
Winkler, Wheeler and Wren. - l 


A quorum being. present, 
The journal of the preceding day was read and adopted.. 


Mr. Crump presented the petition of Allen Kellough,togeth- 


er with a joint resolation for his relief: : 


The petition and joint resolution were on motion, 

Referred to the committee on public lands, without reading.. 
Mr. Walling presented the petition of Henry M. Smith. 
On motion, 


t 
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i 
The petition was referred to the committee on public lands, 
without reading. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


“The committee-on the judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to'be entitled “an act to amend an act to incorporate the town 
«of Nacogdoches, and other towns, approved June the 5th, 
-1837;” have considered the same, and perceiving many objec- 
tions to the bill, have prepared the accompanying bill, to be 
„entitled “an act to incorporate the city of Nacogdoches” and 


recammend that it be adopted as a substitute for theoriginal 
bill. 


Report received, and the*bill and substitute laid npor the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


et 
~ 


Mr. Alten, chairman<of.the committee on State affairs, nel 
‘the following report: 


The committee en.State affairs „to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act authorizing the appointment-of a fiscal 
agent, and for the better security of the revenue,” have in 
structed me to report the same -back to the House, with the 
‘recommendation that it he indefinitely postponed. 


Report received, and , 


The bill laid upon the table, to come up in its regular or- 
der. 


<— | f 


hd 


Mr. Allen, chairman of tke committee on State affairs; also, 
made the following report: 


Fhe committee on State affairs, to whom was referred a 


a 


= 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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pill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Galveston Steam 
Ferry Freight and Towboat Company,” together with the peti- 
#on of sundry citizens of Galveston county, praying that such 
alaw may be passed, have had the same under consideration, 
aud have instructed me to. report the Same back to the House, 
without amendment, andto recommend that the bill be passed. . 

Report received, and . x i 

The bill laid upon the table, to come up: in its regular or- 
der. ee 


eed 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee-on State affairs, also; 
reported as follows: > : 


The committee on State affairs, to whom. was referred a. 
hill to be entitled “an act requiring the sheriff and clerks of 
the several counties of this State to keep their offices at the 
place of holding the courts,” have after consideration of the 
same, instructed me to report the bill.back to the House, with 
an amendment, and to recommend the bill and amendment to 
tie favorable consideration of the House. . 


Report received, and 


The bill and amendment laid upon the-table, to come up im 
their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Eddy, one ofthe committee on State affairs, mate the 
fllowing ‘report: . 


The committee on State affairs, to: whom was referred a bill 
tobe entitled “an act to regulate the sale, vending or.distribu~ 
tion of patent or seeret medicines,” after due consideration. of. 
the same, have instructed mê to report the bill as amended.to. 
te House, and recommend its passage. 


Report and bill received, and 


Laid upon the table, to come up in their regular erder;. 
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Mr. Keenan, chairnian .of the committee on education, 
made the following report: 


The committee ọn education, to whom was referred a bill 
. o® ° 
‘to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Republican Academy 
in the county of Harrjson,” have had the same under consid- 
eration, and instruct me to report a substitute for the original 
dill, and to recommend its passage. 
2 


Report received, and: 


The bill and substitute laid upon the table to:eeme up in 
their regular order. 


—— 


Mr. Cunningham, chairman of the committee-on privileges 
and elections, made the following report: 


- The committe on privileges and elections, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act for the punishment of ille- 
gal ‘voting, and for other purposes,” have had the same under 
eonsideration, and a majority of said committee have instruct- 
ed me te report the bill back to the House, dad to recommend 
that it be laid upon the table. 


Report received, and 
The bill laid upon the-table, to come up in its regular order 


— 


l 
ł 


Mr. Cunningham, chairman of the ceommittee-on privileges 
and elections, also, made the following report: 


The committee on privileges and elections, to whom was 
weferred a bill to be entitled “an act regulating el¢ctions,” . 
have had the same under considegation, and a majority of said 
committee, have instructed me to report the same back to the 
House, with amendments, and to recommend their adoption, . 
and the passage of the bill. 


Report received, and 
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The bill with amendments laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 


i 


— 


Mr. Bryan,- chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, ` 
made the following report: 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a- bill to 
be entitled “an act to make an improved charter of-Goliad 
cit . 

Yom to þe entitled “an act to remove the land office of 
the Robertson land district, from Franklin i in Robertson coun- 
ty, to Springfield, in Limestone county.” 

Apill to be entitled “an act to authorize the opening and 


‘construction of a turnpike road, from the city of Houston to 


~ 


the Brazos river.” . 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps, charts, &c,” 

A “joint resolution, confirming a certificate for one league, 
and one labor of land, issued to John Vanderworth, by the 
board-of land commissioners of Austin county.” 

A bill to be .entitled “an act to provide for eficlosing cotton 
gins;” and 

A “joint resolution for the relief of Ford a and Cronican, pub- 
lic printers,” ` : 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 


t 


ae 


Mr. Stout introduced a bill to be entitled “an aet fer the re- 
lief of the heirs of Adlfred Moore, deceased.” 


Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Winkler intreduced a bill to be entitled “an act to au- 
thorize persons who have located theirland claims upon lands 


not vacant at the time of making their locations, to lift and 
relocate them.” 


Bill read.a first time. 
‘On motion of Mr. McCown, 


The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


576 


The substitute offered by Mr. Pease, for the bill to be-en-« 
titled “an act for the relief of McKinney & Williams,” being 
the special order-of the day, 

Was takensup and- read: 


The yeas and-nays were cated on: the adoption -of the sub- 
stitute, and stood as foliows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Edwards, Fields, Mil: 
ler of H., Pease,. Renfro, Reagan, Raily, Runnels, Stoddard 
and Tankersley—12. 


Nays—Messrs.. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunninghant, Davis of.L., Davis 


of R., Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 


Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, ° 


Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, White Willie 
and Wren—4t. 


cd 


Substitute rejected: 


Mr. Henderson proposed ‘the following as-an amendment to 
the bill: | 
_ Insert, at the end of the second section ofthe bill, the follow- 
ing’:— | i i 

Provided, That, th all cases, the defendant shall pay all costs 
the State or Republic have Been put.to in.prosectiting such 
elaim against any individual, under the provisions of this act.” 


Amendment adopted.. x 

Mr. Cunningham introdieed a substitute: for the bill for the 
relief of McKinney & Williams, to be entitled “An act to al- 
low off-sets in certain cases.” 

Substitute read’ 


The-yeas and nays were called on, the adoption of the subsit- 
tute, and s ood thus: f 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen; Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland; Bryan, 
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Carothers, Crump, Critcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis 
of R, Dooley, Epperson, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Mil- 
ler of C. Mosely, MeCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Robertson, ‘Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, -Ta¥lor, Trait, - 
Walling, Winkler, White, Willie and Wren—37. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, 
Hardeman, Lott, Miller of H., Pease, Renfro, Reagan, Railey, 
Runnels, Saddler, Stoddard, Tankersley and White—17.. 

; t : 


a (Roe 


Substitute adopted. 


Mr: Reagan offered the following as an amendment: * 

“Excepting such persons “as are defaulters to the govern- 
ment,” i 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows : - 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Dooley, Eddy, 
Edwards, Fields, Hardeman, Lott, Miller of Houston, Mosely, 
Pease, Renfro, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Stout, Stod- 
dard, Tankersley Taylor, Winkler, Wheeler and Wren—24. 


Nays-—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R7 
Epperson, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of Colorado, 
McCown, McNeill Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, 
Shaw, Sterne, Truit, Walling, White and Willie—29. 


Amendment. rejected. l l °° 


Mr. Tankersley offered. the following as an amendment : 
Add, after thé word recovered,” “or upon which suit may 
hereafter be instituted.” l 


Thevyeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: 


“Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Edwards, Fields, Harde- 
‘man, Miller of H., Pease, Renfro, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, 
Stoddard, Tankersley and Wheeler—14. - 
Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
87 ~ 
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Carothers, Crump, Cunningham, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis 
of R., Dooley, Epperson; Goodé, Haynie, Keenan; Lott, Mil- 
Jer of C., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Perry; Potter, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, .Stuart, Taylor, 
Truit, Wang, Winkler, White, Willie. and-Wren-=38, ~ 


Amendment rejecteéd.: 


Mr. Cunninghamin the chair. 


Mr. Carothers moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following as an amendment? 

After the words “Equal amount,’ insert “in the amount of 
such claim or claims as they may hereafter be graduated by law.” 

Mr, Robertson called for the previous question. 


The yeas and nays were called, and stood thus; 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Carotli: 
ers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, 
-Epperson, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, McCown, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 

tuart Taylor, Truit,; Walling, White and Willie—31. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Edwards, Fiélds, 
Hardeman,Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely, MeNeill, Pease, 
Renfro, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Stoddard, Tankersley, Wink- 

ler, Wheeler and Wren—20 


Carried. 


. Question—shall the bill now under consideration ofthe ` 


House, be engrossed? 


The-yeas and nays were called on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows : 


_ Yeas—Messzts: Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis, of Li, Davis 


of R.$Dooley, Epperson, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller, © 


of C, McCown, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson; 


and Willie—33. 


Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart,; Taylor, Truit, Walling,. White’ 
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Nays—Messrs; Speaker, Burroughs, Edwards,. Fields, Har- 
deman, Miller of H, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Stoddard, 
Tankersley, Winkler, Wheeler and Wren—19. © +. 


- Carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. ~ i 


A “Joint resolution for the relief of J. Harris Catlin,” togeth- 
er with the report thereon, of the select committee, were taken 
ap. s - 
Mr. Keenan moved that the joint resolution be engrossed. 


Mr. Pease moved that a cail of the House be made: 
Motion carried. 


On motion of. Mr. Stout, 


Mr. Gilliam was excused from answering to the call of his 
name, on account of the indisposition of that gentleman. 


On motion of Mr, Dooley, 


Mr. Lewis was excused from answering-to the call of his 
name, on account of sickness. 
The roll having been called, a quorum was found to be pres- 
ent. 
- Question—shall the “Joint resolution for the relief of J Har- 
ris Catlin” be engrossed ? 


The yeas and nays were called on the engrdssmeiit’ of the 
bill, and steod thus: : 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Caro- 
thers, Cramp, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L.; Davis of R., 
Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 
Miller, of C., Mosely, McCown. McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shaw,- Sterne, Stout, 
Stoddard, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, 
White, Willie and Wren—42. ae 
_ Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Edwards, Har- 
deman; Miller of H., Pease, Reagan, Saddler, Winkler and 

“Wheeler—11. é 


Carried, and the joint resolution ordered to be engrossed. 


589 


Mr. Davis, of Robertson, asked to be excused from voting. 
The House-refused to excuse. 
Mr. Crutcher moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
sm: 
Mr. Sterne moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 


‘Notion lost. 


The sense of the House was then taken on Mr. Crutcher’s 
motion toadjourn. > Siy i 


Motion carried. 


3'o’clock,p. m- 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. | 


The Roll was called, 


And a quorum was found present. 


By leave, Mr. Tankersley introduced a bill to be entitled “An 
act, for the relief of Alexander Somerville.” 


Bill read a first time. 
ns s a + 
A bill to be entitled “An act to define the southern boundary 
line of Collin and Denton counties, and the northern boundary 
line of Dallas and Henderson counties,” was taken up, and 
read a third time. * oe 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, 
The bill was laid upon the table. 


A bill, to be entitled “ An act, to amend the fourth section of . 
an act, to organize new counties,” together with a substitute 
therefor, offered by the commitee on the Judiciary,” were taken 
up, and the substitute read and adopted. l 


ło. 


J8 


Ar 


Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved the engrossment oftke bill 


Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


_ A bill to be entitled “An act, making appropriation for Edu- 
cational purposes,” was taken up, and read a second time. 
Mr, Lott moved the engrossment of the bill 


Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “An‘act to suspend the further introduc- 
tion of emigrants, into the colonies, under contracts made with 
the Presidents of the late Republic of Texas,” was taken up, 
and read, together with the report thereon, of the committee on 
State Affairs, recommending that the bill be laid upon the table. 


‘Question—shall the report of the.committee on State Affairs, 
relative to thebill now under consideration of the House, be 
adopted ? ` 
- Mr. Lott moved that a eall of the House be made. 
Motion lost. ; 7 


. Mr. Bogart moved thata call of the House be made. 
Motion carried. 


The roll was then called, $ 
Anda quorum found present. - 
Mr. Miller, of Houston, moveđ that the-call be suspended. 


Motion carried. 


The sense of the House was then taken on the adoption ef 
the report. pi a 


Report adopte- 


A bill to be entitled “An act, to amend the third section of an 
Act, entitled an Act, concerning ‘slaves, approved February the 


Sth, 1840,” was taken up, 


, Read a third time and passed. 
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A bill, to be entitled “An aet, concerning the ‘burning ofthe 
woods nd prairies,” together with a substitute therefor, offered 
by the commitiee on the Judiciary, were taken up and read, - 
and the substitute adopted. 

Mr. Haynie moved the engrossment of the bill 


Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. ` 


The report of the committee on State Affairs, reeommending 
that the petition of Eliphas Spencer be laid upon.the table, was 
taken up, read and adopted. 


A bill to be entled “An act, to require the Attorney General 
to investigate the condition of the titles to the various Islands 
within the limits of Texas; and, if it be expedient, to cause 
legal proceedings to be instituted against persons claiming the 
Same adversely to the State,” was taken up and read a second 
time. 


On motion of Mr. Bogart, 


The bill was passed to a third reading. 

The report of the committe on the Judiciary, recommending 
that sundry bills be laid upon the table, was take up, read and 
` adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “An act to regulate the issuance of cer- 
tificates for land to the soldiers of the First Regiment of Infant- 
ry, of the late Republic of Texas, or to their heirs or assigns,” 
together with the report of the committee,on the Judiciary 
thereon, recommending that the bill be laid upon the table, 
were taken up, and the report read and adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “An act prohibiting bonds, deeds, pa” 
tents, or other evidence of title to land, from being recéived as 
evidence in certain cases,” was taken up and read. © 


Mr. Sterne moved the engrossment of the bill. . 
Mor. Pease moved thatthe bill be referred to the committee.on 
the Judiciary. 


+ 


Motion carried. 
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- A bill to be entitled “ An act-to carry into effect a portion ofan 
Ordinance adopted in Convention, on the 27th day of August, 
1845,” together with a substitute therefor, offered by the’ com- 
mittee on Public Lands, were taken up; and the substitute read 
andadopted. *. l 


‘Mr. Dooley moyed that the bill-be laid upon the table. 
Motion carried. 


The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, recom- 
mending that the petition of William T. Jackson-be referred to 
ihe committee on Public Lands, was taken up, read and adopt- 
ed. ` 


* The report of the select committee appointed to examine “ 
Hutchinson’s digest of the laws of Texas, requesting to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the matter, was taken 
up, readand adopted. 


A bill-to be-entitled “An act to establish.a State Library, and 
to createa Library Fund,” was-taken up and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 

The bill was referred to the committee on State Affairs. 


A bill to be entitled “ An act to incorporate the Cass Aca- 
demy,” together with an amendment, offered by the committee 
on Education, were taken up and read, and the amendment 
adopted. 


“Mr, Moseley moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of R. G. Hall, deceased, was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 


Mr. Reagan moved the engrossment of the joint resolution. 
Motion carried, and the resolution ordered to be engrossed. 


` 
4 
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A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the enumera 
tion of the inhabitants of the State of Texas, in the year 1848” 
was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Lott,- - 

The bill was made the special order of the.day for Saturday 
next. wero 


A bill to “be entitled “An act regulating attachments” was 


taken up, i 
On motion of Mr. Tankersley, i 
The bill was read a third time by its caption and passed. 
A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for digesting the 
laws of the State,’ was taken up. : 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
‘to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled. an act 
for the relief of Master Builders and Mechanics, approved Jan- 
uary the 23d, 1888, was-taken up and 


Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Miller, of H.. the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed, i 7 


A bill to*be entitled “an act to authorize and require the 
_ Secretary of State to cause all of the unbound enrolled acts and 
joint resolutions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the first 
Legislature of the State of Texas, to be substantially bound for 
preservation in his office,’ together with the report thereon by 
the committee on State Affairs, were taken up and read. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, 


The bill and report were laid upon the table. - 
l ; : m 
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A bill to be entitled dani act to provide for printing the are 
and journals of the Staté,” was taken up, and '` 


9 
Read a second time. 


On motion motion’of Mr. Tankersley,t 
The bill was referred to the committee on Printing. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to better define the boundaries 
of Walker county,” was taken up, and 


Read asecond time. 

On motion ‘of Mr. Keenan, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A “joint resolution authorizing the transfer of one half of a 


certain lotin the city of Austin, on certain conditions,” was ta- 
pen up, and 


Read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Robertsen, 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled TA act to incorporate the city oi Lava- 
ca” was taken up. 


' On motion of Mr, Cunningham, | 
The bill was read a third time by its caption, and PN 


À. bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the trial of suits for 
title to land,” was taken up and read. 


On motion of Mr. Cunningham; + 


The bill was made the special order of the day for Monday 
next, 


À. bill to be entitled “an act concerning the outstanding lia- 
bilities of the late Republic of Texas,” was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Reagan, 
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& 


The bill was referred to the committee on Finance, 


A “joint resolution for the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, 
who was disabled for life, in the service: of the country,” ene 
taken up, and 

Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Dooley, 
The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of persons who have 
paid government dues on field notes which were subsequently 
withdrawn,” was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Hardeman, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 


Mr. Willie moved to strike out the “first Monday,” and in- 
sert the “third Monday.” 


Motion lost. 


= 


Mr. Reagan moved to strike out “November,” and insert 
“October.” 


Motion lost. 


Qn motion of Mr. Davis, of R., 
The bill was passed to a third reading. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to prevent Justices of the Peace, 
and Clerks of the District, County and Probate Courts, from 
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issuing executions for costs only Y, unless the judgment F the 
court was or shall be for costs only, was taken up, and 


s 


Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Runnels, 
The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary.. 


A bill to be entitled “ari act to legalize the marriage of Rhesa 
Green Stalcupand Mary Ann Miller,” was taken up, and 

` Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Goode, 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to legitimate Mary Malicia Stal- 
cup,and to render her capable of taking by descent, the.estate, or 
estates of her parents, Rhesa Green Stalcup ` and Mary Ann 
Staleup,” was taken up, and ` 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

The bill was passed-to 4 third’reading. 


‘A billto be entitled “an act to change the name of Thomas 
Harvey, to Thomas Harvey Forrester,” was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Pease, 


The bill was passed to a third reading. 

The report of che minority ofthe committee on the Land Of 
fice, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


The report was made the special order of the day for Wed- 
nesday next, 


Mr. Sterne moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’elock, 
to-morrow morning, 


Motion lost. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Delta,” 
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together with the report of the committee on County Bounda. 


-ries thereon, were taken up, and the report read. 
On motion of Mr. Eddy, 
The bill and report were daid upon the table. 


A bil to be entitled “an act to define the boundary lines of 
Matagorda county,” was taken up. 

-On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and passed 
to a third reading. 


A bill to beentitled “an act to create the county of Neches, 
was taken up and read. 
On motion of Mr. Eddy, 


The bill was indefinitely postponed, © 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize the holders of unlo- 
-cated balances of certificates, in certain cases, to locate them,” 


was taken up, and ° f, 


Read a second time. 
On motion of Mr. Stout, , a 
‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of David G. Bur- 
net,” was taken-up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Goode, 

The bill was referred to the committee on Finance. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Thomas J, Stell,” 
was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 


4 


On motion of Mr. Haynie, the bill was ordered to be en- 


grossed. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, 
Mr. Sterne was added to the committee on State Affairs. 


A bill to be entitled “an act-for the relief of Isaac Delaney,” 
was taken up, and 
Read a second time. 
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On motion, the bill. was ordered to be engrossed. - 
‘ On motion of Mr. Fields, | 
The House adjourned until to-mprrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


3 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, February 8th, 1848. 


. The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, 
And thé .following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers, Cramp, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely, 
McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Rob- 
_ atson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Tan- 
- kersley, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and 


Wren. 
A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and. adopted, 


_ Mr. Potter, one of the Judiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing report : 


The committe on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act allowing discretion to the Supreme Court — 
In the order of trying causes,” have had the same under conr, 
sideration, and, believing that the act entitled “an act to organ- 
ize the Supreme Court,of the State of Texas,” approved May 
the 12th,'A, D? 1846, requires amendment, in some of its pro- 


+ 
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visions, and that the object intended to be accomplisned, by the 
pill referred to, can be readily aftained by a general bill, which 


shall embody the essential provisions ofsaid bill, and,-also, oth- - 


er provisions, which are by the committee deemed necessary 
for the regulation ofthe Supreme Court, 


The committee have prepared the accoriipanying Dill, asa - 


substitute for the original, and have instructed me to report.the 
same to the House, and to recommend its passage. 


+ 


z 


Report received. and the bill and substitute laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. 


a 


Mr. Potter, one of the committee on the Judiciary, also made 
the following report: ý 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an act to or- 
. ganize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved 
May the 12th, A. D. 1846;” and also a bill to be entitled “an 
actto grant the privilege to the Supreme Court to arrange: the 
docket, so as to take up the‘causes therein by Districts,” have 
had the same under consideration, and believe that the objects 
intended to be accomplished by said bills are proper, and te- 
quire some action from the present Legislature. But, inas- 
much as the committee have, this day, reported a bill to the 

+House, which embraces the essential provisions of the above 
named bills, the committee have instructed me to report said 
bills back to the House, and to recommend that they be laid 
upon the table. 


Report received, and the bills laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. i 


—a 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of thecommittee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examisied a bill to bë 
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entitled “An act to locate the county seat of Navarro county ;” 
- A pill‘to bé entitled “Au actto provide for lotating the'seat 
of justice for Newton county ;” and’. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, for the relief of John Keiser,” 
and find the same correctly enrolled; and, having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, were ‘this day presented to His Excelletiey, 
jhe Governor, for his approval. 


Report accepted. 


ene 


Mr. Carothers, chairrnan of the committee oi County Boun 
datiés, madé the following réport: 


The committee on county Boundaries; to whom was referred 
abill to be entitled “An act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Comal,” with accompanying pétitions, liave had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report to 
the House, a substitute for the'said bill, and*to recommend.its 
passage. 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the 
table, to come up with the orders of the day: 


—e 


Mr. Winkler asked leave to withdraw-the petition of Luis 
Sanches, from the committee on Claims and Accounts. 
Leave granted. 


et 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Emngrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee.on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An act regulating Attachments ;” and . 

A bilkto be entitled- “ An act to incorporate the city of Lava- 
ca,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


Report accepted. 
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Mr. Reagan introduced a “ Joint Resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution.” -E 


a 
a 


Joint Resolution reada first time. 


Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to incorpo- : 
rate Cherokee Academy, in the town of Rusk, and county of 
Cherokee” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Lott also introduced a bill to be entitled “Am act to com- 
pensate all Commissioners that have been appointed, or may ` 
hereafter be appointed, by the Legislature, to locate county 
sites of all new counties that were created during the first ses- 
sion of the Legislature of the State of Texas.” _ 


Bill read a first time. 


oe 


Mr. Tankersley, introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses be 
requested to report to the House, the amount of Expenses at- 
tendant upon the funeral, and transportation of the remains of 
the late Hon. Magnus T. Rodgers to the city of Houston; and 
also, to report a resolution providing for the payment of the 
same. 

Resolution adopted. 


Mr. Runnels introduced the following resoltition + 


Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the facts of the expedition of Brigadier Gene- 
ral Edward H. Tarrant, against the Indians, organized in June, 
A. D. 1841; andthe right of those persons participating, to 
such compensation as was then allowed by law for similar 
services; and that said committee have power to call for per- 
sons and papers ; and that they report to this House, by bill or 
otherwise, as soon as practicable. 


Resolution adopted, 
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Mr. Mosely introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act, ta. 
amend an act, for the relief of Jonathan Bird, passed Jauuary 
the 8ih, 1843.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Mosely moved that the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days, be supsended. - 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act regu- 
lating .ees and charges in the public offices ofthe State.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Dooley moved to place among the orders of the day, a’ 
‘Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of the- United States, to pro- 
cure the passage of a law establishing two Judicial Districts 
of the United States District Court, in the State of Texas,” to- 
gether. with the report of the committee of Conference thereon. 


è ae 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “An act to regulate protéedings in the. 
County Courts of this State, pertaining to the estates of de- 
ceased persons,” (it-being the substitute reported by the con- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and the special order of the day) was 
taken up and read. 


Mr. Carothers in the chair, 
Mr. Haynie moved that a.call of the House be made- 


s 


Motion lost. 


Mr, Haynie then moved that the House adjowrn-until3 . 
o'clock, p. m. i 


Motion Jost. 


Question—shall the substitute now under consideration of 
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the House, for the bill to be entitled “ An act to organize Pro- 
bate Courts,” be adopted? 


The House decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Potter moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, 


* 


And a quorum found present. 


The Speaker announced a communication from Capt. E. E. 
McCulloch, relative to the movements ofa hostile band of Com- 
manche Indians. 


* 


Communication read. 


Mr. Tankersley moved that the communication be laid upon 
the table. 


Motion lost. bs f 


Mr. Dooley introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the communication just received from Capt. 
EL E. McCulloch, in reference to the anticipated difficulties 
with the Indians, be referred to the committee on Military At 
fairs, with instructions that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise. be , 


Resolufion read and adopted. 


P 
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On motion of Mr:‘Crump, 

Messrs. Dooley and Rebertson were added te the commitice 
on military Affairs. 

Mr. McNeill in the chair. 

A bill to be enititled “An act to organize County Courts,” to- 
gether with the substitute therefor, ‘reported by the committee 
on the Judiciary, were taken up, and the substitute read. 

On motion ef Mr. Hardemen, 

The substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Davis, of Robertson, offered the following asan amend- 
ment: * 

Strike out the-words “Chief Justice” wherever they occur in 
the bili, and insert “ Judge of the County- Court.” 


Amendment rejected.  ' ‘ 


Gn motien ef Mr. Henderson, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Carothers moved a re-consideration of the vote -engross- 
ing a bill to be entitled “ An act regulating the assessment of 


gaxes” . 
Mr. Bourland moved that a call of the House be made. 


Motion carried. 


The roll was then called, 

And a quorum found present. 

On motion of Mr. Dooley, 

Mr.. Lewis was excused from answering to the call of His 
mame, on account of the indisposition of that gentleman. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

Mr. Gilliam was excused from answering to the call of his 
mame, on account of sickness. 

Mr. McCown moved thatMr. Keenan be excused from an- 
swering to the eall of his name. 


Motion lost. 


a Henderson moved that the call of the House be suspend- 


+ 


Motion carried, 


596 


A bill to be entitled “An act regulating Ferries,” (being the 
special order of the day,) was, together with the substitute 
therefor, offered by Mr. Pease,taken up and read,and-thesub- 
stitute adopted. - 


Mr. Henderson moved. the engrossment of the bill. 


Mr. Rayner moved to refer.the bill to the committee on 
Roads and Public Highways. . p 


Motion carried, and reference made. 


Bend to levy a special tax,” was taken up- 

On motion, E 

The bill was read a third time by its caption, and passed: 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of Robert H. Beale,” was 
taken up, ` . 


A bill to be entitled “An act authorizing the county of Ford 


Read a third time and passed- 


A bill to be entitled,“ An act for the relief of persons indebt 
ed to the State, on account of Public Dues,’ together with the 
amendments by the Senate, were taken up and read. 

_ The House refused to concur in the amendments. 


A bill to be entitled “An act for the reliet of Jesse Billingsly” 
was taken up and read a second time. i 

On motion of Mir. Stout, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Indiciary. 


A. bill to be entitled #4 An act, to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, or other receivers of public duesin, 
said Office, to receive gold and silver at-the.rate of one. dollar 
thereof for eight dollars “in Texas promissory notes, forall , 
government dues upon land, and patents for land” was taker- 
up, and read a first time. 


è 


A bill to be entitled *An act to prohibit the Boards of Land 
Commissioners in each county in this State from issuing cer- 
tificates for land, to any claimant whatsoever, unless the appli- 
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cant or claimant shall previeusly thereto have received a condi- 
dional certificate from some competent Board,” together with 
the substitute therefor, offered by- the Senate, were taken up, 
. and the substitute read. 


‘On motion of Mr. Poses: 
The substitute was made the special order ofthe day for 
Saturday next. 


` À bill te be entitled “An act, to amend the third section of an 
act, providing for the transfer of records of administrators to 
‘new counties, appreyed May the 13th, A. D. 1846,” was taken 
ap, reada third time and pass_d. 


A bill to be entitled “An act, to amend the eleventh.section 
of an act, to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company,” was taken 
up, tead a third time and passed. 


A bill te be entitled “an act to authorize the Comptroller of 
Public Accennts, to issue duplicate warrants, to Charles 
Sherne,” 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill tobe-entitled “an act better defining the southren 


boundary line of Collin and Denton counties, and the northern 
‘boundary line of Dallas.and Hendersea counties:” 


© Was taken up and read a third time. 
Mi. McNeill moved that a gaji of the House be made. 


Mr. Carothers moved that the Mouse adjourn until 10 .o- 
‘lock, to-morrow morning. 


Motion carried. 
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House of Representatives, 


Austin, February 10th; 1848. 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis ot L., Davis of R., Ed- ° 
dy, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller 
oi C., Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Perry, Rains, Rayner, 
Renfro, Reagan, Kobertson, Kailey, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stuart, Lankersley, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling; 
Winkler, Wheeler, White and Wren—. 


A quorum being present. 


> 


The Journal ofthe preceding day was read and adopted. | 


Mr. Stuart presented the petition of the Physicians and Sur- 
geons dfthe city of Galveston. 5; 


On motion, 


The petition was referred to the committee on State Affairs 
without reading. 


A message was reeeived fromthe Senate informing the 


House of the passage of the following bills &c., by that body. 


A bill (which originated in the House of Representatives, 
to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina.” 

A bill, (which originated in the House of Représentatives,) 
zo be entitled “an act forthe relief of the heirs of Jeremiah 
Bowlin.” s 

A “joint resolution, (which originated in the House of Rep- 
resentatives,) instructing our Senators and requesting our Rep- 
resentatives in the Congress of the United States, to procure 
additional mail service.” with an ‘amendment. 


Ed 
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A “joint resolution (which originated in the House of Repre- 
“gentatives.) requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a patent in the name of the heirs of Wm. P. 
Nunn,” with an amendment. i 7 

Abillto be entitled “an act to organize the militia of 

Newton county,” with an amendment.’ . 

A bill, (which originated in the House of Representatives,} 
to be entitled “an act fo create the county of Gillespie,’ with 
an amendment; and 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of those persons 
who are indebted to the State, on account of Public dues, pay- 
able in the Promissory notes of the late Republic of Texas,’ 
with an amendment. 


Cd 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
_ made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a , 
bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of San Au- 
gustine” have considered the same, and, a majority of said 
committee, have direéted me to report the bill back to the 
House, without amendment. 


Report received and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
with the orders of the day. , 


_— 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee onthe Judiciary, al- 
‘so made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom wasreferred a bill 
to be entitled.“an act of sequestration,’ have had the same 
_ under consideration, and believing that some changes are re- 

quired in the laws on the subject of sequestration, the commit- . 
tee have prepared a bill, embracing all the provisions of the- 
present laws, with’such additions and amendments, as seem 
to be required: This bill is entitled, “an act regulating seques- 
trations,” and the committee recommend that it be adopted as 
a substitute for the original bill. 
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Report received,-and the bill and substitute laid upon the 
table to come up in their regular order. 


ect 


Mr. Allen, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a 
“petition, signed by citizens of various counties, praying thata 
joint resolution be passed by the Legislature, instructing our. 
Senators and requesting our Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States, to use their influence to procure the re- 
moval ofthe Trading Post, on the Brazos river, from its pres- 
ent location; and te have the same placed furthur beyond the 
settlements, in that pertion of the State, have instructed me to 
report the petition back to the House, and, as a majority of 
your committee are of opinion that Legislative action onthe 
_ subject would be impolitic and unnecessary at this time, they 

respectfully ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same. So% i 


Report received, and the petition laid upon the table to 
come up in its regular order. 


— 


Mr. Allen, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, aiso 
reported as follows: 


The committee on State Affairs, fo whom,was referreds 
billto be entitled “an act to incorporate the Western Texas 
Orphan Asylum.” have had the same under consideration, and, 
believing that sech an institatien wouldbe especially benefi- 
oial to the German population of the State, have instructed 
me to report the same back to the House, with an amendment, 

-and to recommend that itbe passed. 


_ Report received, and -the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in its regular order. 


Mr: Allen, Chairinan- ofthe committee on State Affairs, also 
reported as follows: 


The committee on State Affairs to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act supplementary to anact to incorporate 
the town of Refugie,” have instructed me to report the same 
. back to the House, and‘te recommend its favorable consider- 
ation.’ 


Report received, and-the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in‘its regular order. . 


` 


a mamen 2 
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Mr. Alien, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, al- 
so made the following repert: 


The committee on State Affairs to whom was referred a 
` Dill to be entitled “an act regulating the mode of disposing 

of runaway slaves,” have instructed me to recommend that the 
- bill be laid upon the table. 


Report received, and. bill laid upon the table te come up in 
‘ats regular order. 


——m 


Mr. Robértsen, Chairman-ef the committee on Intérnal Im- 
provements made the following report: 


The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act to establish the Galveston 
and Red River Rail Road Company,” have had the same un- 
der consideration, and’ havé instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House, with an amendment, and te recemmend its 
passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in its regular order. 


* 


oe 


Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the committee on Education made 
the following report: a i 


The committee on Education to whom was referred the me- 
morial of the Trustees of Marshall University, asking that the 
law incorporating said institution, be so áltered, or amended, 
as to authorize them to sell-one league of land, donated by the 
Congress ofthe Republic of Texas to the University; upon 
such terms, and time, as they, in their discretion. may deem 
advisable, have had-the same under consideration, and, be- 
lieving that there may be Constitutional objections to it, 
would respectfully ask that the memorial be referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary, and that they berelieved from the 


further consideration of the subject. 


Report received, andthe memorial laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 


e 


. 
p 


Mr. Reagan; Chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: 


Committee Room, 
February 9th, 1848. 


To the Hon J. W. Henperson, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled.an act. to give to each county in this State- 
its own County Surveyor, map and records, have had the same ` 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report, that 
with a few-alterations, they consider the bill well calculated 
to effect the object contemplated, which is the giving to the cit- 
izens of each county the information due to them, as to what 
lands in these respective counties are located, and the proper 
districting of the whole State, by lines actually ran and mark- 
ed according to law, soas to place it inthe power of the Land 
Office Department to make acorrect map of the State. 

This your committee considers due to the citizens, as it 
would be the means of preventing innumerable trespasses, by 


we 
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fmigrants who are rapidly settling up our country, and who 
are in many pertions of the State settling from one to two 
hundred miles from where the maps and records of these Fand 
districts are kept, thereby producing many and vexatious law 
suits, between the owners of the soil and the occupants, who 
for the want of this information which the bill proposes te give 
them, have, and may ignorantly become trespassers. , 

The want of information amongst the people on the subject 


' of the lands and theland system of the country, is the greatest 


drawback that now hangs upon its prosperity—it prevents 
many from coming to the country, and drives many from it 
after they have come, and thereby preventsthe developement 
of the resources of the State—cuts short our commercial and 
social advancement, and prevents the landed and other prop- 
erty of those who are here, from increasing in value as it oth- 
erwise might. : 

This is due to. the people, and to the State, because it is of 
incalculable importance in the assessment and collection of 
the taxes necessary to keep the wheels of our State government 
in motion. It is also important for each county to possess the re- 
cords of the lands situated, in it, forjjudicial purposes. At this 
time, if the courts should order a survey in a suit concerning 
lands, in many counties, the parties would be compelled to go 
from fifty to two hundred miles to have the ordey executed. 

The bill now recommended to the House, proposes to obvi- 


-ate all these difficulties, not at the expense of the State, but at 


the expense of those who need and deserve this information, 
and who are to be benefitted by it. Not anly the counties in- 
terested and people living in them would be benefitted by this 
bill, but the State will be benefitted, for as each county before: 
it can obtain the benefits of the bill, is required to run, and 
plainly mark its boundaries, and connect every corner of eve- 
ry such county with some known corner af a known survey. 
lt will furnish the data upon which to make a correct map of 
the State, and the specific means of properly identifying each 
land district and county, by lines actually rum and marked, 
and will obviate the confusion and difficulty, both as regards 
counties and land district, thatnow grows out of imaginary 
and uncertain boundaries. It will also benefit all who may 
own lands in such counties, as it will enable those wishing to 
settle to know where such lands are situated, by which they 
may make early and more favorable sales, or if they do not 
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‘wish to sell, by having thése lands mapped and recorded in 


the county whére they lie. they may be saved expensive jaw 
suits in removing trespassers, while perhaps under the opera“ 
tion of the good faith law, without the notice which wonld 
be given by such map and records, they might wholly lose 
these lands. f i e Hw 

Your'committee conceive this bill expedient too. as by it the 
operations of the old land districts are-not to be interrupted: 
until the néw oñes are complétely organized, by a correct 
survey of the county, the return of a correct copy of 
the map to the General Land Office, with the field notes 
of the survey of-the county boundaries, and the depositing of 
a correct copy of the map and records in the office of the Clerk 
of the county court of the county for which they are made— 
By the operations of the proposed law, ne onecan be delayed 
a day inobtaining a patent. , 

It may be true, that the operations of the pfeposed law 
might increase the business, somewhat for a time, but this 


- wold hardly be a legitimate argument against it, as offices 


are created for the convenience of the people, and not the peo- 
ple for the convenience of offices. Your committee are of 
‘opinion that justice and equity demand the passage of sucha 
daw, as without it, about half the, counfiesin the State are to 
be denied rights and privileges possessed by tlie others. They 
think this would be an unnatural prescription zm the land of 
equal rights. l 
Your committee have instructed me to report the bill, with 
the accompanying amendments, back to the House and re- 


commend its passage. 
JOHN H. REAGAN, 


Chairman. 


Report received, and 
The bill laid upon the table, te come up in its regular or-- 
‘der. , : : 


—x 


c= 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on public lands, 
also, made the following report: 


Ei 


~ 
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The committee on, „public lands, to whom was referred the 

etition of the citizens of Cherokee county, praying for a grant 
of land forjJames Crossland, have had the same under consider- 
ation. Though there was sufficient evidence before the com- 
mittee; that said Crossland arrived,in Texas but nine days af-. 
ter the expiration of-the last donation law ofthe late Republic’ 
of Texas; yet, ashe did not secure a grant of land previous 
tothe adoption, by the Convention, of the joint resolutions of 
annexation, your committee are of opinion that they have no 
authority, at this time, to make original grants to land. They. 


` have, therefore, instructed me to recomthend that the petition 


be laid upon the table. 


Report and petition received, and laid upon, the table to, 
eome up in their regular order. 


è 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of the, committee on public lands, 


‘also, reported as follows: 


The committee on public lands, to whom was referred a bilf 
to be entitled “am act for the relief of Alfred Briggance,” 
have had the same under consideration, and having evidence 
of ae of the petitionep’s aT ai maner 


a 


its passage. 


Report received, and. the; bill laid pun the table, to. come: . 
up in its regular order, 


Mr, Reagan, , chairman of the committee om public lands, | 
also, made the following EPE 


are 


ing a grant of land for Aatos stra pes and, ae said - 
Ripl ey is well recommended, as a- meritorious citizen,. your 
committee do not bélieves, that under the Constitution and; 


y 
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Joint Resolution of annexation, the Legislature can make 
original grants to land: They, therefore, recommend that the 
petition be laid upen the table. 


Report and petition received, to come up in their regular 
order. 


Emme 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on county boun- 
daries, made the following report: 


The committee on county boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries.of the 
county of Austin,” have had the same under consideration, and 
have. instructed me to report the same back to the House, and 
xespectfully to recommend its passage. ” 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up E 
in its regular order. mT 


we 


X 


_ Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee -on printing, made 
. the following report: 


The committee on printing, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act te regulate the public printing,” have had 
the same under consideration, and the committee have in- 
structed me to report the bill herewith submitted as a substi- 
tute for the original bill. The substitute is the same asthe 
original bill, except, that the amendments made by the House, 
to the eriginal bill are entered in the substitute, or provided 
for; and an amendment is made fo section the 5th, requiring 
the Secretary of State to place the bonds ‘of the public printer, 
if suit be necessary, in the hands of the District Attorney of 
the distriet In «which the, principal, or one of the obligors 
lives. : 


Report received, and the bill and substitute Jaid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 
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Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on contingent expen- 
‘ses, made the following report: 


The committee on contingent expenses, to whom was refer- 
red a resolution, requesting them to report to the House theex- 
penses attendant upon transporting the remains of the late hon. 
M. T. Rodgers, to the city of Houston; and to report’a resolu- 
tion, providing for the same, have investigated the matter, and 
find thatthe expenses amounts to one hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars and twenty-five cents, which your committee recom- 
-mend to be paid out of the sum appropriated to pay the con- 
tingent expenses of the Legislature. ` 


Report received, and laid upon the table, to come up in-its 
regular order. 


— 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: = 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act to provide for ceding to the United States, 
jurisdiction of eertain lands in this State, for certain ‘pur- 
poses;” and . 


A bill te be entitled “an’act to incorporate the Houston Me= 
ohanic’s Institute.” i 
And find the same correctly engrossed. 


+ 
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Mr. Neal introduced a bill to be entitied “an act to define 
the boundaries of the county of Refugio.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to regulate 
the jurisdiction of justices of the’peace.” 

Bill read a first time. ` : é 

Mr. Stuart introduced a bil to be entitled “an act incorpo- 
ating the Galveston Manufacturing Company.” 

Bill read a first time. 
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Mr. Wheeler intreduced a bill to be entitled, “an act to pros 
vide for the protection of certain land titles.” 

. Bilf read a first time. 

Mr. Bryan introduced.a bill-to be entitled fan act Ancorpo: 
rating the Goliad Statistical Society.” 

Bill read a first.time. baie . 

On‘motion of Mr. Tankersley;- 


The House proceeded.te the orders ofthe day.. 


On motion.of Mr. Bryan,- 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr: Stoddard, for a few 
days. 

Mr.. Goode moved a reconsideration, of sthe yote adopting 
the substitute offered by Mr. Cunningham for the bill, to be 
entitled “an act for thé relief-of Thomas F. McKinney.” 


On motion of Mr. Tankersley, - 
The motion to reconsider, was laid upon the table until tø- 
morrow morning. 


Mr. Haynie, By leave, Introduced the following resolutiow 

Resolved, That the committee on contingent expenses, be 
authorized to examine the amount of. expenses incurred in: 
taking care of John Frederick, who was injared by the acci- 
dental.discharge ofa cannon;.on the day of the arrival of the 
remains of Captain Samuel H. Walker, and report to this 
House by resolution. 


ca 


Resolution adopted. 


My. Goode moved that the resolution for the relief of Cane 
dy & Stinson be withdrawn from the-.committee on claims and - 
accounts, and referred to the committee on State affairs. 


Motion lost. 

On motien of Mir. Neal, 

Mr. Goode. was added to the committee on claims aml as- 
eounts. 

On motion of Mr. Tankersley, 
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The substitute offered by the committee ‘on finance, for 2 
Bill. to be ated, “an act to raise a. revenue by direct taxa- 


tion.” 
Was read a adopted, : p 


Mr. Runnels moved that the bill be laid a the table, unr 
tithe 4th day of July next. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr-Run- 
aglo motion, and stood as foliows: : 


i ` Yeas— Messrs. Burroughs, Gilliam, Perry, Renfro, Reagan, 
Runnels, Saddler and Willie—8. 

-Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong; Bourland, Bryan, 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis. of R., Dooley, 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Me- 
Cown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains;Rayner, Robert- 
son, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Taylor, 
Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and Wren—45- = 


` Motion lost. ` 


Mr. Keenan moved the engrossment of the bill. l 


Mr. Reagan:-movèd that the bilibe made the opel’ order 
of the day, for’ Monday next.: - 


Motion lost- 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 
The bill was read by sections. 


Mr. Stuart moved to amend the Ist section as follows: . 

Insert “one hundred and,” at the beginning. of the 3d line- 
- Amendment rejected. : . 

Mr, Haynie moved to amend the 2d section,as follows: ` 


Strike out “one dollar,” and insert “fifty cents.” 
39 
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Amendment rejected. 


',Mr. Lyons moved-to-strike out'the-2d section ofthe bill. 


Motion lost. 


‘Mr. Carothers -moved that the sense of the House be taken 
on the previous question. l $: 


Motion lost. 


a 
% 


Mr.: Stuart moyed to insert at the end of the.3d seetion, 


- “An annual license tax.of twenty-five dollars.” 
“Motion lost. 


Mr. Mosely ‘moved to add “twenty. cents. to each hundred 
.dollars..of money on hand” at the: end of the 3d section. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Reagan moved to insert the following atthe end of-the 
3d section: 


“And that each and every person etigaged in. the sale of © 


goods, wares and merchandize, with a capital stock of less 
than one thousand dollars, and an annual license tax of ten 
dollars, on amounts of more than one, and less than two thou- 
sand dollars, an annual license tax of twenty dollars; on 
amounts of more than two, and less than three thousand dol- 
lars, an annual license tax of twenty-five dollars; on’amounts 
of more than three, and less than five thousand dollars, an 
annual license tax, of thirty-five dollars; on.amounts over-five 
and Jess than ten thousand dollars, an annual license tax of 
fifty dollars; and on amounts over ten thousand dollars, an 
annual license tax of seventy-five dollars.” l 


Mr. Stout moved toamend thé 5th section of the bill, as 
follows: : ; 


¥ 


“Of each and every person,.or firm, engaged in keeping a2 


GTi 


‘son or tavern, in any city, town or village, where persons are 
entertained or lodged, for pay or emolument, an annual direct 
tax of ten-dollars.” 

. é 


___ Mr. Davis of Liberty, moved to amend the 4th section of the 
‘pill as‘follows: ese . i 


Strike out “one hundred dollars,” and insert “fifty dollars” 
Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Lyons moved to amend the 3th section of ‘the bill, as 
follows; 


Strike out “fifty”? and insert “twenty-five.” 
Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Robertson offered the following as a substitute for Mr, 


- 


Reagan’s amendment to ‘the 3d section of the bill :-— ; 


_ “On every person or firm, occupied in the sale of merchan- 

dize, on a capital of $1000, or under, an annual direct- tax of 
$8, On every person-or firm oceupied in the sale. of goods, 
wares ‘or merchandize, ‘with a capital of over $1000, and un- 
der $2000, an annual tax of $14. On every person or firm 
engaged inthe sale of goods, wares or merchandize, witha 
capital of over $2000, and under $4000, an annual tax of $20. 
On every person or firm engaged in the sale of goods, wares or 

merchandize, on a capital of over $4000, and under’ $8000, an 
annual tax of $35. Qn every person or firm‘engaged in the 
sale of goods, wares or merchandize, on a capital of ever $8000, 
and under $12000, an annual tax of $00. On every::person 
or firm engaged in the sale of goods, wares or-merchandize, 
ona capital of over $12000, and utider-$16000,-an. annual tax 
of $75. And on every person or firm engaged in the sale of 
- goods, wares or merchandize, on a capital over $16000,:an:an- 
nual tax of $100.” - 


‘The yeas and nays were called on the. adoption of the sub- 
Stitute, and stood as follows: í 
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Yeas—Messrs. Biyan, Carothers,. Dooley, Edwards, Gik 
liam, Hardeman,. Lewis, Lott, Miller‘of C., Miller of H; 
McCown,’ Pease,. Perry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Sad- 
dler, Sterne, Truit, Webb, Winkler, White: and Wren—23; 

Nays—Miessrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Cruteh- 
er, Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, 
Keenan, Lyons, Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Rotter, Reagan, 
Runeels, Shannon; Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley Taylor, 
Walling, Wheeler and Willie—28.. 


Substitute rejected.. 


Mr..Bourland moved to- amend’ Mr. Reagan’s amendment 
as follows : Bre ties 
“There shall be levied'and* collected of each and’ every per- 
son engaged in vending goods, wares and merchandize,an 
income tax of ten cents upon every humdred dollars of the cap- 
-ital employed.” , ` 
# 
The ayes and nays were’called-on:the adoption of the amendi. 
ment, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, Davis,. 
of R., Dooley, Epperson, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, 
- Lyons, Miller of C., Mosely, McCown, Pease, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stuart, Truit, Walling, Winkler, Willie and Wren— 
32. 


Nays—Messts. Speaker, Armstrong, Crutcher, Davis, of L.;- 


Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Goode,: Lewis, Miller of H., Neal, 
Robertson, Saddler, Tankersley, Webb and Wheeler—16.. 


E y P 
Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Gilliam: moved to-strike ont “10,” and*insert 752+ 
Motion lost.. 


Mr. Miller, of H., offered the following, as a substittte-for 
Mr. Bourland’s amendment:: 
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- “That each and ‘every person or ‘firm, pursuing the occupa- 
tion of vending goods, wares and meérchandize; shall pay a di- 
rect license tax of tew cents on each hundred dollars ‘of the amount 
of sales of such person or firm; to.be given in, (upon oath,) 
quarterly, to the Assessorand Collector: and this -specrfic tax 
shall not be construed’to exempt such -goods, wares anu mer- 
chandize from the ad valorem tax levied by virtue of this act.” 


Substitute rejecteti. 


Mr. Pease offered the following as -a-subsfitute for all the 
amendments to the 34 section of the bill: 


“That each and every person or firm occupied in the-sale of 
goods, wares and merchandize, other than vinous or spirituous 
hguors, Shall pay a tax ef 50 cents-on. each $100 value ef such 
goods, wares and merchandize, sold by sueh person, or firm, in 
ihe course of each year, for pursuing such occupation. And 
it shall be the duty of each Assessor and Colleetor.in this State,” 
once in evêry three months, or.oftener, to call upon each per- : 
son or.firm, se.cceupied, in -his couaty,for -an account ef such 
sales, under oath ; and any person, ‘when so called upon, who 
shall fail or refuse, to furnish such Assessor and-Collector vith 
an account ofall such sales as have been made by him during 
the year for which the assessment is te be.made, shall be.liable 
toa penalty of fifty doHars for such failure or neglect: to be 
recovered .on the information of the Assessor and Collector, 
héefore any Justice of the Peace of the proper county, by.suit:in 
favor of the State.” 


‘Mr. Potter moved to strike out “fifty,” and insert “thirty.” 
Mr. Haynie moved to ‘insert “twenty.” which awas accepted 
by Mr, Potter. . 


Question—Shall the amendment of the -gentleman from 
‘Galveston, as amended by the gentleman from Travis, ‘be 
adopted? 


The House decifetl"in the negative. > ` , 


; Mr. Runnels moved to strike ont “fifty,” and insert “sexenty- 
ver o? . ° 
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[j 


Mr. Boprland' called for aon: the question. 


> t 


Question—Shall the zoi “fifty” be stricken.out of the sub- 
stitute offered by the gentleman. from: Brazoria? 


The House decided: im the affirmative. 
Question—Shall the blank be filled with “seventy-five ?* 
The House decided in the negative. 


Mr. Dooley moved to insext “forty-fiye.” 


te 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Webb moved that the TER of the House be oie OTR: 
the previons questione 


ow i 


« Motion carried. : 


Question—Shall ihe amendment offered by the gentlemar 
from Brazoria, to, the .bill.now. under consideration. of the- 
House, be adopted.? 


The House decided in the affirmative. 


+ 


Mr. Miller, of H., moved to amend: —r. Pease’ 3 amendment ` 
as follows ¢ . 


“And the specifie tax levied by virtue of this section, shall not 
be construed to exempt said goods, wares and. mexchandize 
from the ad valorem tax levied by this act.” ` 

Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Henderson moved to amend the caption. as follows: | 


“A bill to be entitled an act. to raise a revenue by direct and 
income tax.” 


aw 
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Mr. Epperson. moved to ambétid.the: améndimeitt, by: nila vig 
the caption of the bill read; “À bilko’ ‘bé entitled: anact to TAFE 
arevenue by taxation.” l 


Amendment adopted. 


The amendment of Mr: Henderson, as amended | by Mr. Ep- 
person, was then. adopted. : 


Mr. Bourland moved the engrosémént ofthe bill 
Mr. Sterne moved:to ‘strike‘out:the-woerds“or- oftener)” after 
the word “months.” . 


Motion lost, 


“Mr. Davis, of L.. moved that the House adjourn until 3 . 
o’clock, p..m. 


Motion lost. 
Mr. Bourland called for the previous question. 


Mx. Lyons moved that the House adjourn until 3 0 ‘clock, 
P.M. . 


Motion lost.- 


Question--Shall the sense of the House now: be ‘taken;:ari”. 
thé previous question ? l 


, . 
Thie‘House décided in the affirmative. i 


Question=—Shatr the bill now under consideration: -of the. 
ouse, be engrossed ? 


The yeas and nays were called on the ` engrossment of the 
Dill, ‘and stood as follows :- 


uv eas—Messrs. Bourland, Burroùghs, i . Bryan, Caròthers, 
Davis, of È., ‘Dodley, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Ly 
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ons, Miller,of C., Miller of H; Mosely, McCown, McNeil 
Neal; Pease, ‘Perry. Rayner,, Reagan, unnels, Shaw, Sterne. 
Yruit, Walling and Wren—27, , : 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Crutcher, Davisof R, 
Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Potter, Rains, Renfro, 
Robertson, Saddler, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, Webb, Winkler 
Wheeler and Willie—20. i 


Carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion-of Mr. Reagan, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 e’clock, 


+ 


Š 
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House of Representatives, 
Austin, February 11th, 1848, 


“The House met pursuant to adjournment. | 
The Roll was called, 
mt 
And the following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs,{Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davisof L, 
DavisofR.,Adéy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Bewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C? 
-Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, MċNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, .Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Tankersley, 
‘Eruit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White, Willié and Wren? , 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was readand adopted. ` 
Leave was granted to Mr, Reagan to change his vote from 


“a 
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the afirmative-to the negatiye, on the adoption of Mr. - Bour- 
jand’s amendment to the 3d section of.a ‘bill to be.entitled “an 
act to raise a revenue by taxation.” ' . 

_.Mr. Epperson presented the petition of Jesse Walker. 


On motien of Mr. Epperson, . . 
The petition was.referred te the committee.on Public Land ; 
without reading. , 


x 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee dan the Judiciary 
made the following report: ` 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “Ari act, to amend an act, entitled an act, to 
regulate proceedings in the District Court, approved May the 
T3th, 1846)” “have had the same under .consideratien, and be- 
lieving that some other amendments are required in the act pro- 
posed to be amended, the committee have drawn a substitute 
embracing the amendment proposed by the hill, referred to 
them, and such other cha.‘geés as experience shows to be‘ne- 
cessary. l 

The subsfitute is herewith presented, and recommended to 
the favorable consideration of the House. 


‘Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come upin their regular order. 


— 
P 


Mr. Allen, éhairman æf the committee on‘State Affairs, made 
the following report: 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
tobe-entitled “An act, to amend the first section of an act, - stip- 
plementary to an act, regulating the sale of runaway slaves, ap- 
proved January the 5th 1841,” have had the same under can- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back ‘tothe 
House, and to recommend its favorable consideration. 


_ Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to came up 
dn its regular order. , ` 


/ 
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Mr. Crump; Chairman of the coinniittee on Military Affairs; 
made the following, report : 


The committes on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 


bill, which originated in the Senate; to be entitled“ Am act, to - 


. 


organize the militia ‘of. Santa-Fe,” have- had the-same under 


consideration, and instruct me to report the-bill baek-to-the’, 


House, and to recommend its passage, without amendment. 


e 
Réport received; and the bill laid upon ‘the table; to come up 
in its regular order. ota 


omna 


Mr Reagan; chairman of ‘the-comitittee’on Püblie Lands) 
made the following- report: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the’ 
petitton of A. Harwood, praying the passage of an act authori- 
zing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issne a 
patent for 320 acres of land, to the infant heirs of- N. B- Har- 
wood, deceased,‘have~had the same under consideration, and: 
have instructed me to report; that this committee have reported 
a general bill to the House, which supercedes the necessity of 
a‘specialenaetment. They therefore’recommend thatthe peti- 
tion be laid upon the table. * 7 


Report received, and laid upon the table, to come up in 


its regular order. 
r , t 


Mr. Bourland, one of the committee on, Public Lands, made 
the following report: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the” 


petition of Wm. T. Jacksen, have had the same under consid~: 
eration, and have instructed me to make the following report: 


The. petition‘shows to the satisfaction of the committee, ‘that. 
he has rendered valuable military services, and, owing to his 


~ 


ES 


619° 


situation, (being-deafand dumb) should havesomerelief granted , 
to him by the Legislature: but your- committee cannot-agree’ ` 
that the Legislature has any right to make original donations,of ` 
land until the ‘public debt is extinguished. ‘They therefore, in 
order that the petitioner may be enabled to get his just rights, 
recommend ‘that his petition, and ‘othér:evidences of the justiess 

of his Glaim, be referred toj the honorable committee-on Claims 
-end Accounts, and that this committee be discharged, and we- 
will all be satisfied.:. -All of which is respectfully submitted. =~ 


Report received, .and:the petition laid-upon the table;to:come’ 
up.in.its regular order. 
~ 


reame- 


» 


Mr. Reagan, chairman-of the committee on public Lands, 
made the following report: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom “was referred the 
petition of S. L. Johnson, praying that a title be made to him 
for-alot in the city of Austin, in liea of one of his lots which, 
in times of danger, was appropriated by the citizens of Austin 
as a burying ground, have had the same under consideration, 
and-have instructed: me to report the accompanying joint .reso- 
lution, embracing the object of the ‘petititioner, and to recom- 

mend its passage. 


Report received, and the joint resolution laid upon the table, 
to come up in its regular order. . 


armaa 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also reported as: follows:- a 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Léwis Thunar, praying legislative relief in obtain- 
ing a patent on his headtight certificate, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the ac- 
companying.bill, touching the object of the petitioner, and to 


Tecommend its passage. + - 


* 


- 


* 


€29 


Report received, and the petition and bill} laid. upon the teble, 
to come up in their. regular opde 


— 


i 


Mr. Reagan chairman of the .commitiee on Public Lands, 
also made the following report- 


3 + ý 
The committee an Public Lands, to whom wasreferred a . 
bill to be entitled “ An act, to amend an act, supplementary to 
an.act, to detect fraudulent land certificates, passed by the 5th 
Congress of the Republic of Texas,” have had the T under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the House, with an amendment,andto recommend its passage. 


” Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
is its regular order. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman .of the committee ‘on Public Lands, 
aiso reported as follows.: 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was-eferred.a 
‘bill to be entitled “An.act for the relief of the heirs of Patrick 
- Reels, have had the same under consideration, and -have in- 

-structed me to report the bill back to the House, and to recom- 
mend its passage. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to-eome up 
in its regular order. 


Ca 


— 


"Mr. -Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined 

“* An act te create the county of Cameron ;” 

“ An act.better defining the.boundaries of ‘Nueces county.” 
“t An actto define the boundaries.of Goliad county ;” , 

“ An act to ereate the county of Starr :” and 


BRT 


“A Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public- 
Accounts to procure a residence in the city of Austin, for the 
úse of the- Executive of the State,” and find the same correctly 
enrolled; and, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and-the President of the Senate; they were, 
on yesterday, presented:to His Excellenay, the Governor, for: 
his approval, ` 


Report accepted,- : 


& 
Mr. Fields, chairman of a Select Committee, made the fol- 
fowing report: s ; 
-The Select Coinmittee, to-whom was referred the: subject of 
marks and brands, have had the same under considération, and 
have instructed me to report the accompanying, bill, and to: 
recommend its passage. l i 


Report 3 received, and the bill laid: upon: the table; to come up 
in. its regular order. 


—— 
è 


Mr. Haynie, chairman ofa Select ‘Committee, madé the fok 
lowing report: Å a 


te 


af 


The Select Commitee, to whom was referrei’ the petion of 
James Cole, have instructed me to report a joint resolution for- 
his relief, andto respectfully recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the joint EA laid? upon. the table, 
to come up in its regular order, . 


meme 
z » 


Mr. Webb, chairman ale Select Canis made ‘tig fol-- 
wing report: 


The Select Commitee, to whom. was referred:a billto been. 
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-titled “An. act,-to.repeal -the third.section 6f an act, to regulate 
the. license -and practice -of-attorneys and :connsellorsat law, 
approved May the 12th, 1846,” together. with the report ofthe 
Judiciary committee, thereon, have. examined the same; and 
have instructed me to xepoft, that they entirely: concur “in the 
-report ofthe Judiciary committee, and recommend ‘that the bill 
be laid upon the table. f 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come. up 
in its regular order. 


= 


‘Mx."Webb also made the pollowing report: 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred a billto be en- 
titled “An act, to amend the third:section of an act, to regulate 
the license and practice of.attorneys and counsellors at law, 
- approved ‘May the 12th, A. D. 1846 ;” and 

A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the first, second and 
fourth sections ofan act to-regulate the license.and practice of 
attorneys and counsellors at law, approved ‘May the 12th, A.D. 
1846,” together with the report of the committee on the Judi- 
ciary thereon, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the accompanying bill, as a substitute 
for both of the bills, referred. to them, and.to recommend it to 
. the favorable consideration of the House. 
Report received, and the bill read a first-time. 


Æ 


A. message was received from’ ihe ‘Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body, of Oe 

A bill to be entitled “An act to regulate the price of land pa- 
tents ;”? and ; : 

A Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor 
to employ sonie competent person to digest the laws.” 


Mr. Winkler introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee onthe Judiciary be instructed 
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to enquire into the expediency of giving to the. District. Attor- 
neys, an additional compensation for their services, in proseci- 
ting suits on the partof the State, against the various colony 
contractors, and report by bill or otherwise, at as early a day 
* as practicable. f 


f 


Resolution read and rejected. 
: Mr. ‘Miller, of- Houston, introduced:the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of authorizing the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office to employ two more conipe- 
tent Draftsman, to visit the counties whose maps require it, and 
correct-the ‘same, and-report ‘at as earlyfla.day as practicable, 
by bill or otherwise. i 


ar 


- Resolution read and rejected. 


Mr. Neal introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to 'estab- 
lish the county of Cameron.” ; 


Bill read a first time. 
Mr. Cunnningham introduced a billto be entitled: “An;Act to 
repeal the 11th sectori of an. Act supplementary to an Act to 
detect fraudulent land certificates; and:to :provide for issuing 
_ patents to legal claimants.” * 


Bill read a first time. - - 


Mr. Webb introduced a’ bill: to be entitled “An Act ‘for the 
telief of Joseph Shaw.” . 


_ Bill read a first time.. 


4 


Mr. Tankersley moved--to take fromthe table a motion to 
reconsider the vote adopting the‘substitute of Mr. Cunningham, 
for the bill to-be -entitled “Am :Act-for the relief: of:-Thomas EF. 
‘McKinney.” l 


2 


b 
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_ Motion carried. 


The sense of the-House:was then.taken ou. the motion to: 
reconsider, &c. . ‘ 


* 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Reagan moved to place among. the: orders of the day, 
a Resolution calling on the Secretary of State for certain infor- 


mation. P 


Motion carried. 


Leave pf absence was granted. to- Mz. Tankersley, at his 
‘request, until the 25th inst. 


Mr. Bourland moved to place among: the: orders of the day, 
a bill to be entitled “An Actregulating and establishing Public: 
Schools.” 


Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, ` 
The House proceeded-te the orders cf tlie day:. 


A “Resolution calling onthe Secretary of State-for certain 
information £ ‘ 


`, Was taken up, read .and adopted. e 


F A “Joint Resolution validating the election of Mayor. and 
Aldermen, of the city of New Braunfels ;? 


‘Was taken up, and.read a: second time. 


On motion of Mr. Dooley, ; 
The Joint Resolution was ordered: te be engrossedi _ 


A “Joint Reselution requiring -the- Commissioner of the 
General. Land Office te issue a certificate to the heirs of Wm" 
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P, Nunn, deceased,” togetherwithan amendment from the Senate 
were taken up. a 12 


On motion of Mr. Willie, 
The amendment was coneurred in. 


> 


A bill to be entitled “An A'ctto organize the Militia of New- 

ton county,” together with the amendments from the Senate ; 
Were taken up, read,-and the os 
Amendments concurred in. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county- of Gillespie,” 
together with the the amendments from the Senate, 

Were taken up, read, and the 

Amendments concurred in. ° 


On motion of Mr: Burroughs, 

A committee of conference was appointed, to act in conjunc- 
tion with a like committee on the part of the Senate, in relation 
toa bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of those persons 
who are indebted to the State on account of Public Dues.” 


The Speaker appointed Messrs. Burroughs, Pease, Crutcher, 
Stuart and Runnels, to constitute said committee. 


k 


Mr. Carothers moved to: take frorn-the table the motion to . 


. teconsider fhe vote on the engrossment of the bill providing for 
the assessment of taxes. 


Motion carried, 


The: sense of the House was -then taken on thé-reconside- 
tation of the vote. - 


` 


Motion lost. 


A “Joint Resolution requesting our Senators in the Con- 
gress of the United States, to procure additional mail ser- 
nce” together with amendménts ftoni the Senate, | 


ere taken up and read, and all but the first amendment 
concurred in, ° 


40 


` 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of the widow and. 
heirs-at-law of Maj. James L. Holmes, deceased ;” 
Was taken up, read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the town of Mount 
Pleasant, in Titus county ; 


‘Was taken up, read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Berkley 
Academy ;” - ; 


Was taken up. 


On motion, 
The bill was read a third time, by its caption, and passed, 


A bill to be entitled “An Act of sequestration,” together with 
the substitute therefor, offered. by the committee on the Judi- 
ciary, l i 


Were taken up, and the substitute read and adopted. 


on motion of Mr. Mosely, : 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


4, 


A bill to be entitled “An Act granting the privilege to the 
Judges of the Supreme Court to arrange the docket, &e.” to- 
gether with the report of the Judiciary committee thereon; 
recommending that the bill be laid upon the table; 


Were taken up, and the report read and adopted. 
Mr. Runnels moved a reconsideration of the vote just faken. 
Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed ? 


Mr. Willie moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 


Motion carried. 


4 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act appropriating fines and forfeit- 
ures to the payment of Jurors and Witnesses,” together with 
the substitute therefor, offered by the committtee on the Judt- 
lary. i l 
Were taken up,.and the substitute read and adopted. 


‘On motion of ‘Mr. Mosely, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. _ 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of San 
Gabriel ;” 

Was taken up, and 

‘Read a second time. 


Mr, Willie moved to strike out “San Gabriel,’ wherever it 
occurs in the bill, and insert “Williamson.” 


Motion carried. 


‘On motion.of Mr. Allen, 
The bill was ordered to be:engrossed. 


. A bill to be -entitled “An Act to extend ‘the time to all resi- 
‘dent citizens’ who have settled under the provisions of an Aet 
pound to settlers on vacant public domain pre-emption privi- 

eges; ” . 

Was taken up, and read a second tinte. 


On motion of Mr. Lott, 
The bill was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the county of Cooke ;” 

Was taken up, and 

‘Read a second time. l 

Mr. Sterne moved to insert the words “That said county is 
mamed in honor of Col. Wm, G. Cooke, deceased.” 


$ 


Motion carried. . 


‘On motion of Mr. Bogart, . 
The bill was laid upon the table for the present. 


» 
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On motion of Mr. Allen, | : 

The report of the committee on contingent expenses relative 
to the amount incurred in transporting the remains.of late Hon, 
M. T. Rodgers to the city of Houston; 

Was taken up and adopted. 


' A bill to beentitled “An Act defining the force and effect of 
official bonds ;” 
Was taken up and read a second time. 


On. motion of Mr. Stuart, 
The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary.” 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend an Act to. create the 
county of Polk ;’ approved, A. D. 1846; 
Was taken up: and read a second time. 


On motion of Mr: Davis, ‘of É, 
‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed. i 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize Jacob Winfree to 
adopt Zachary Taylor Long as his-lawful child? - 

Was taken up and: read a _Secohd time. 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. A 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for deductions from 
the salaries of Judges of the Supreine and: District Courts, &e.;” 
together with the reports theron, of the majority and the minor- 
ity of the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Were taken up. 


Mr. Willie moved that the report of the majority of the com- 
inittee be adopted. 


Mr. Robertson moved to lay the reports upon the table Ke 
tHe present. , 
\ ` sA 


Motion lost. ix 


On motion of Mr. Wheeler, ` 
The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p.m. 
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‘3-o'clock,p. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


x 
x 


The-Roll was called, z 


Anda quorum found presènt. - 

Question—Shall the report of the majority -of the committee 
on ‘the Judiciary, relative to a bill to be entitled “An Act to 
provide for deductions from the salaries of Judges of the Su- 
preme and District Courts, &c.,” be adopted ? 


Mr. Willie moved to take up the bill, in relation to which; the 
reports now under consideration were made, , - 


Motion carried. 


* 


Mr. Stout moved te strike out “seventy-five,” and insert 
“twenty.” i S 

Mr. Eddy moyed to lay the þill upon the table, until the 4th 
day of July next. ‘ 


The yeas-and nays were called on the adoption of the motion 
and stood as follows ; 


Yeas--Messrs. Eddy, Keenan, Lyons, Pease, Rains, Robert- 
son, Tankersley, Wheeler and Willie—9. a a 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland 
Burroughs, Bryaa, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunnigham, 
Davis of.L., Davis of R., Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Miller. of ©., Miller of -H., 
Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Fruit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler and ‘Wren—40. ue | 


‘Motion lost. - 


= 
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Mr. Bogart moved to strike out “seventy-five,” before “dol 
lars,” wherever it occurs in the bill and insert “twenty.” 


Motion. carried. 


Mr. Willie moved to- insert the words “The provisions: of 
this bill shall not extend to the third Judicial District.” 
Mr. Fankersley moved to amend the amendment by adding. 
‘fand~the seventh,” after the “third?” 


Motion. lost. 


@e 


Mr. Armstrong moved to-amend the amendment, as follows: 

Add to the “third,” the “fifth and seventh Judicial District.” 

Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be referred to the committee- 
on State Affairs. 


The reading of the bill was called for. 


Mr. Bourland moved that a farther reading. of the bill. be’ 
suspended. 


Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
. House, be referred to. the committee on State Affairs ? 


The Honse-decided im the negative. 


The sense of the House was-then taken on Mr. Armstrong’s- 
amendment. 


Amendment rejected; 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption.of the-amend: 
ment proposed. by Mr. Willie, and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs; 
Bryan, Crutcher, Davis of L., Eddy, Edwards, Keenan,. Lewis, 
Lyons, Miller of C., Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 
Robertson, Runnels, Stuart, Taylor, Winkler and’ Willie—24- 
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Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Carothers, Cunningham, Davis 
of R, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goede; Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lott, Miller of C., Mosely, McNeill, Perry, Reagan, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, “‘Truit, Webb, Walling, White 
and Wren—27. ` l 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Willie moved that a call of the House be made. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Mosely moved that the call of the House be suspen- 
ded. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Goode moved that the House adjourn until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. i ; 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Lewis moved that Mr. Dooley be excused from answer- 
ing to the call of his name. 


. Motion carried. 


Mr. Bogart moved that Mr. Crump be excused from ans 
swering to the call of his name. . 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Allen moved that the House adjourn until half past 7 
o'clock, p. m. . d 


Motion lost. 


Mr, Haynie moved that the House adjourn until half past 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Motion lost. 
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Mr. Renfro moved toadjourn until midnight. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Haynie moved that the House adjourn until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 


\ 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Taylor moved that the call of the House be suspended. 


Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Willie, | 


Mr. Crump was excused from answering to the call ef his 
name. 


Mr. Crump moved the previous question. 


kd 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of .the .mo- 
tion, and stopd thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Carothers, Cunningham, Davis of 
R., Epperson,Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Miller 
of C., Millerof H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, 
Reagan, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Tru- 
it, Webb, Walling, White and Wren—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Crutcher, Davis of L, Eddy, Edwards, Gilliam. 
Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Pease,Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 


Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Stuart, Tankersley, Wheeler and 
Willie—25. 


Motion carried. 
Mr. Willie moved that a committee be appointed to wait 
on Messrs. Irion and Millican, and receive their votes. 


a 


Motion lost. 


\ 
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Mr. Mosely moved that the bill be engrossed. 


Mr. Willie moved that the House adjourn until 10 o’clock 


to-morrow morning. 


Motion lost. 


Question—Shall the bill now under censideration of the 


House be engrossed! 


Mr. Beurland moved that a.call of the House be made. 
Motion carried. 


- 


On motion of Mr. McCown, o 
The House adjourned until to-morrow . morning, 10-o’clock. 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, ‘Feb. 12th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 


roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L, Davis, of 

R, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, .. Haynie, 

Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller ofC., Miller of H., Mce- 

Cown, McNeill, .Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Rea-* 
gan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, 

Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Wink- 

ler, White, Willie and Wren. : 


A quorum present, 


On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 
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The call of the House was suspended. 
The Journal ofthe preceding day was read’ and adopted: 


On motion of Mr. McNeill, i l 

Leave of absence, for a few days was granted to Mr. N.S. 
Rector, second assistant Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives. - i 


Mr. Armstrong,oneof the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to regulate proceedings in cases of 
forcible entry and detainer,” have had the same under consid- 
ergtion, and believing some law of the kind would be benefi- 
cial, recommend the passage of the accompanying substitute, 
proposed by the committee. 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the 
table to come up in their regular order.. 


Saeed 
? 


Mr. Potter,one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to require all Mayors and Record- 
ers of incorporated towns and cities, to call a jury, in the tri- 
al of causes, where the accused is subject, under the law, to 
fine and imprisonment, or either;’ have had the same under 
consideration, and believe: that under the provisions of. the 
Constitution, such regulations, as are provided for by the bill, 
are necessary, and should be adopted. The committee have; 
therefore, instructed me to report the bill to the House, with- 
out amendment, and to recommend its passage.. 
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Report received, and the bill laid upon. the table, to. come l 
upin its regular order.. 


antan 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on enrolled bills- 
made the follewing report; 


The committee on enrolled bills have examined “an act for- 
the relief of the heirs of Jeremiah Bowling;” and 

“An act creating the county of Medina,” and find the same 
eorrectly enrolled; and having been signed by the Speaker of 
the House of Repres entatives, and the President of the Senate, 
they weré, this day, pree er to his Excellency; the Govern- 
or. for his approval. 


Report accepted. 


——— 
o> se 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Printing, made 
the following report: 


The committee on ‘Printing; to whom was referred a bill, to 
be entitled “an act to provide for printing the laws and J our- 
nals of the State,” have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to return the bill to the House, and’ ask 
to be discharged from its further considertion. 

The committee have already reported a bill’ providing for 
the election of a public printer; this bill provides a different 
mode of appointing that officer, and the committee -have re- 
turned the bill, to give the House an opportunity to choose: 
between the two. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon. the table, to come up 
in its regular- order: 


eee 


Mr. Bogart moved to take from the table, and place among 
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the. orders of the day, a bill to be entitled“an act to defitie the ` 
southren boundary line of Collin and Denton counties, &c.” 


Motion carried. 

Mr. Haynie introduced a bill'to be entitled “an act to repeal 
the 18th section of act entitled an act to incorporate the city 
of Austin, passed May the 1lith, 1846.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitled.“an’ act for the 
<compensatioanf District Attorneys, for prosecuting suits in 
favor.of the State, against-Colony Contractors.” 


e 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Eddy moved to take from the table and refer to the 
-committee on State Affairs, a-bill to be entitled “an act pro- 
viding for the binding of the laws of the State, &c. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Crutcher introduced a bill to be-entitled “an act for the 
relief of Michael Short. " 


Bill read a first time. 


‘On motion-of Mr. Reagan, 
The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A dill to be entitled “an act to provide for deducting from 
the salaries of Supreme and District Judges, &c.” 
Was taken up. 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed. 

The yeas and nays were called on the engrossment of the 
Dill, and stood as follows: 


t 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bogart; Carothers, Crump, Cunning- 


a 
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ham, Davis of R., Epperson, Fields, Gilliam. Goode, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Lott, Miller of Colorado, ‘Miller of Houston, 
Mosely, McCown, McNeill Neal, Perry, Reagan, Railey Run- 
nels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Taylor ,Truit, 
Webb, Walling and White-33. 7 


Nays——Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Cratcher, Davis of L., Eddy, Edwards, Keenan, Lew- 
is, Lyons, Pease, Potter, Rains, >Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, 
Stuart and Willieé—20. - ` - : 


Carried, and the bill-ordered to be engrossed. 
ê 


Mr. Dooley was excused from voting. 


A bill to be entitled “an act regulating the Supreme Court,” 
together with a substitute therefor, offered by the- committee 
onthe Judiciary: a 


Were taken up and the substitute adopted: 


Mr. Mosely moved to strikeout “ten,” before the word “pet- 
cent.” ‘ 


Mr. Willie moved a division of the question. 
4 
Motion carried.” 


Question: Shall the word “ten,” which oecurs before “per 
cent,” in the bill, be stricken out. . 


The House decided in the negative. 


A message’ was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by that body, of a bill to be entitled 
“an act to establish the county seat of Denton county.”. . 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Jesse M: Cart- 
right,’ ` 
__ A “joint resolution in behalf of Edward A. Weyman, a rès- 
ident citizen of Nueces county.” l 
A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the 2d section of an 


. act for the incorporation of the town of Paris, the county seat 


of Tamar county,” approved Feb, 3d, 1845; and. 
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A “reselution concerning the disposition of the capitol, after 
the adjournment of the Legislature.” 


Mr. Pease moved that the bill under censideration of the 
House, be passed to a third reading. ’ . 


Motion earried. 


Mr. Stout moved that the rule of the House requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, be suspended. 


Motion lost. 


- Mr. McNeill moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing 
-40 suspend the rule. 


=~ 


Motion carried. 


Question: Shall the ‘pill now ‘under considerafion of the 
House, be passed? 


'. The House decided in the affirmative. 


_ Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, by 
leave, madè the following report: _* 


The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred three 
bills, for changing the times of ‘holding the courts, in the Ist, 
3d & 7th, judicial districts, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and have directed me to report the accompanying bill 
to be entitled “an act todefine the ime of holding courts, in 
the several judicial districts of the State of Texas,” passed 
May 11th, A. D., 1846,” and to recommend that it be adopted 
as a substitute for the three bills referred to them; and, also, 
that .it be passed by the House. 


Report received, and the bills and substitute laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


+ en 
a 


A bill to be entitled “an act to reduce ‘te its constitutional 


~ 


4 
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size, define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county;” 
Was taken up; 


Read a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to-authorize and require the 
Commissioner of the Genral Land Office,.or other receiver of 
public dues, in said office, to reeeive gold and- silver, at the 
rate of one dollar thereof, for eight dollars in Texas Promisso- 
ry Notes, for all government dues for land, or patents for. 
Jand;” f 

Was taken up, and , 


Read a second time. 
On motion. _ - 3 
The bill was laid upon the table. 


A “resolution, proposing an amendment to the Constitution 
\ of the State, to be inserted asthe 34th section;” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 


On motion, 

The resolution was referred to the committee on the judi- 
ciary. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the county boundaries 
of Comal county,” together with a substitute therefor, offered 
by the committee on county boundaries; 

Were taken up, and 


The substitute read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Dooley, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate insist on their amendment to a bill to 
be entitled “an act for the relief of those persons. who are- in- 

* debted to the State, on account of public dues, payable in 
the Promissory Notes of the late Republic of Texas;” and that 
they recede from their first amendment to a “joint resolution, 
instructing our Senators, and requesting our Representatives, 
inthe Congress of the United States, to procure additional 
mail service.” 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate Cherokee Acade- 
‘ my. in the town of Rusk, and county of Cherokee,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, ` 

The bill was referred to the committee om education. 

The report of the: committee on education, recommending 
that the memorial of the trustees of Marshall Univer sity, be 
referred te the committee on the judiciary; ` 

Was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

A bill to be R “an act to proviđe for tħe issuance of 
patents on land certificates which have been conditionally re- 
commended;” 

Was taken up, and read: 


` 


On motion, . 

The bill was referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to compensate all commission- 
ers that have been appointed, or may hereafter be appointed, 
by the Legislature to locate county seats, of all new counties 
that were created during the Srst Legislature of the State of 
Texas;” 

Was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Dooley, 

The bill was referred to.thé committee om county bound- 
aries. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act for the relief 
of Jonathan Bird,” passed, January the Sth, 1845;” 

Was taken up, and 


* 
f 


Read a second time. 


Mr. Stuart moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on claims and accounts. 


Motion lost. « 


# 


Mr. Goode moved that the bill be ee | to the committer 
on Finance. 


£ 


Motion lost. 


a 
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mittee. 


P 


Motion carried, 


t 


The Chair then appointed Messrs. „s. Mosely, McCown, Stuart r 


Bogart and Reagan, to constitute said committee.. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to change the name of Thomas 
Harvey, to Thomas Harvey F orrester;” 

Was takemup; * 


- Read a third time and passed. ` i v 

A bili to be entitled “an aét to “provide for coding to the 
United States jurisdiction of certain lands, in this State, ‘tor 
public purposes;” ' 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Davis of Liberty, moved that the bill ibe read by its 
caption. 


Motion lost. . > 


- 
* 


The bill was then read a-third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act regulating elections,’ together 
with the amendments, proposed by the committee on privi- 
leges and elections; 

Were taken up, and ' 

The amendments read and adopted. 


a 


Me. Mosely moved that the bill be referred toa. „select: com:. 


we 


Mr. Runnels proposed to ‘amend the bill, by striking out the’ 


words “and reply, with a statement of the contestor” at the 
end of the 18th section. 


Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Mosely moved to amend the bill as follows: ` 

“Bec. 28. Be it further enacted, That all- costs and expenses, 
accruing in contesting elections, shall be paid by the party 
failing, successfully, to contest the same; and that the costs 


shall be collected as in other cases.” 


Amendment rejected. Se 
41 
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Question: Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be passed? ; oo 


The House decided in the affirmative. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundary lines of 
Matagorda county,” ; ee 
Was taken up. 
On motion, - 
The bill was read a third time by its caption, and passed. 
A bill to be entitled “an act to legitimate Mary Malica Stal- 
cup, and to render her capable of taking, by descent, the es- 
tate, or estates of her parents, Rhesa Greene Stalcup, and 
Mary Ann Staleup;” i 


Was taken up; 
Read a third time, and passed. 


- A bill to be entitled “an act to legalize the marriage of 
Rhesa Greene Stalevp, and Mary Ann Miller;” 


Was taken up. - 
On motion of Mr: Goode, 


The bill was read a third time by its caption and passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to prescribe the time of the biennial meeting of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Texas;” ; ‘ 

Was taken up; 


Read a third time and passed. 
A “joint resolution requiring the Attorney General to in 
vestigate the condition of the title to the various islands with- 
in the limits of Texas; and. if it be expedient to cause legal 
procéedings to be instituted against pérsons claiming the. 
same, adversely to the State;” 
Was taken up, 


Read a third time and passed. 
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Mr. Bourland moved that the bill to be entitled “an act to. 
establish the Galveston. and Red River Railway Company,” 
together with the report of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, : proposing an amendment thereto, be taken up. 


* 


Motion carried. 


Question: Shall the amendment proposed by the committe ~ 
on Internal Improvements, to the bill now under consideration 
of the House, be adopted? 


The House decided in the affirmative. 


` Mr. Pease proposed to amend. the bill, by inserting at the 
end of the 13th section thereof, the words 


“Provided, however, That the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, shall have the right to fix and regulate the price that 


said company shall charge for carrying the public mails of the 
United States.” 


ca 


Amendment adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Keenan, 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Lyons, 


The House adjourned antil Monday morning, 10 o'clock. 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, February 14th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll ; was called, ; 


Me 


And the following members answered to their ı names : 


ie 
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Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis, of Li, Davis of 
R., Edwards, Fields, Gilliam,.Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Kee- 
nan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., McCown, 
McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Ro- 
bertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, - 
Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White. 
Willie and Wren. - 


A quorum being present, 


The Journal of Saturday, the 12th instant, was read and 
adopted. 


Mr. Conningham presented the petition of sundry citizens 
_ of Indian Point. 5 l 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, _ . 

The petition was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


Dd 


Mr. Willie, one of the committee on the Judiciary made the 
following report: . 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An act, to detine. the marital rights of par- 
ties in relation to community of property,” have considered the 
same, and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, 
asa substitute for the original, and to recommend its passage 


Report received, and the bill and substitute laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular -order: 


— 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: l 
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Tath instricted to report the bill back to the “House, with the 
recommendation that it be laid upon the table, me hg 


-Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. 


~——- 


Mr. Eddy, one of the committee on State Affairs, made the 
following report : 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
tobe entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary of State to 
cause all the unbound enrolled acts and joint resolutions of the 

‘Republic of Texas, and of the first Legislature of the State of — 
Texas, to be substantially bound, for preservation in his office,” 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the bill to the House, with an additignal section, and 
to recommend its favorable consideration. ` | 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in its regular order. 


— 
r 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: E 


The committee on Engrossed bills have examined 
A bill to be entitled“ An act to better define the boundaries 
of Walker county ;” . 


- A bill to be entitled “An act authorizing and requiring the 
Commissioners’ Courts of Counties to regulate roads and_ap- 
point overseers, &c.,” and find the same correctly engrossed., - 
_ The committee would recommend that the words “Commis- 
sioners’ Courts of Counties,” (as there is no such Courts known 
to our laws.) be stricken out of the bill wherever they occur, 
and the words “County Courts” inserted in their stead. ` 


Report read and accepted. 


_ Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office 
z 


- 


+ 
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a : - i 
made the following report, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House, instructing the committee to investigate the condi- 
tion, &c., of said office: : 


- Committee Room, 
* February 14th, 1848. 


To the Hox J. W. Hexpersow, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred 2 
resolution of the House of Representatives, requiring said com- 
mittee to enquire into the manner in which the monies appro- 
priated forthe purchase of blank Patents, Stationery, Books, 
Postage, &c., have been expended: also, to enquire whether 
or not the Commissioner of the General Land Office has com- 
mitted any malfeasance in office, have had the subjects contain- 


. ed in the resolution und-r consideration, and respectfully se- 


ak 


port: That they find by a statement furnished by the Comp- 
troller, a balance of $5,274 50, drawn and unaccounted for by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. The commit- 
tee called npon the Commissioner for information in regard to 
the disbursement of the above sum, and received the following 
statement in explanation thereof, which they ask to be received 
as a part of this report, as it contains the only information that 
your committee have been enabled to obtain upon the subject. 
The committee do not deem it to be such a showing as is com- 
templated by law. They believe it is absolutely necessary that 
receipts and vouchers, containing specifications of articles 
purchased for the use of the government, should be exhibited by 
a public officer in the settlement of his accounts with the Comp- 
troller, subject to the inspection of, and reported to the Legis- 
yature. Í 


~ 


General Land Office, 
Austin, January 19, 1848. 


Honorable A. McNeill. 


Sir :-—By your request, I hasten to furnish the committee on 


Pd 
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“the General Land Office with a statement in reply toa resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives: on 


The last Legislature appropriated for Stationery, Books, &c., 
‘for the General Land Office, five hundred dollars; for the-pur- 
chase of Patents, twenty-three hundred dollars for the year 
1846: also, the same amounts for the year 1847—the appropri- 
ation of $500 for Stationery, &c., for the year 1846, was paid 
upon an account of Stationery purchased at an early period of 
that year. The amount of twenty-three hundred dollars, for 
the purchase of Patents, was not drawn. till some time in the 
month of August in the same year; in consequence (as the 
Comptroller informed me) of the Legislature having, for the 
pay of the members, drawn all the money out of the Treasury ; 
but when procured, the Commissioner lost no time in forward- 
ing the amount to the North for the purchase of Patents. Many 
accidents and much misfortune attended the remittance of the 
amount named, without, however, the State losing one farthing 
thereof, as the letter of Mr. Cocke, our agent, will show; also, 
the receipt of the postmaster, showing the amount remitted by 
mail. The money appropriated. for the year 1846, had. hardly 
reached New York when the year 1847 came in, for much de- 
lay had been experienced in consequence of our mail vessels 
having been.employed in the carrying trade to the seat of war. 


Seal 


Galveston, 224 September, 1846. 


Thomas Wm. Ward, Esq., 
`. Commissioner of the General Land Office, 


My dear Coloneli—My unfortunate management of your mo- 
- ney matters requires from me an explanation. Not exceeding 

ten minutes after you left our wharf for home, I unfortunately 
met Judge Toler; upon my telling him what kind of.an ar- 
rangement I had made for you, he remarked that he had just 
received a letter from his brother,in New York, who stated that 
one Mr. Martin had not arrived, nor had he been heard from ; 
from the date of Mr. Tolers letter, and one written by Mr. 
Martin to me, dated at Montgomery, Ala., made him 18 days 
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on the Southern route, when six days from that point is suff. 
-cient.. - - 7s j : 
li siruck me at once that Mr. Martin must have been taken 
sick on the road. Consequently, there could be no certainty 
when he would arrive in New: “York, and for fear of inconven- 
iencing mattersin your Land Office arrangements, I, on the 
: same day purchased of Mr. 8. W. Tichenor, of this place, two 
‘drafts of one thousand dollars each, drawn at sight by Major 
‘Irwin, U. S. Quartermaster, on ‘Col. Hunt, Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, New Grleans. _ ° 
The “New York” arrived some two days aftér, and Captain 
Phillips informed me that the draftfor $500 of the same de- 
scription had not been paid by Col. Hunt at sight, for want of 
funds, but would assure him that on his return all demands. 
against the government would be promptly paid, and this I 
thought to be perfectly satisfactory. On return again of the 
“New. York,” the result was no better, but promised to pay on 
the next trip. Losing all confidence in the promises of the 
- U. S. Government, I purchased checks on the Canal Banking 
Company for $1,100 and $250 in gold, with directions to have 
as.much of the former drafts shaved, provided they were not 
paid, as would be necessary to make your accounts good with 
Mr. Bean. The steamer “New York” left, and after traveling 
some 45 miles, foundered, and was lost. The élerk of the “New 
York has paid me $2,000 which I believe is the only dollar 
- paid which was in charge of the captain of that ill-fated steam- 
er. 
You will herewith receive the certificates of the portmaster 
of this city, of the deposite by mein that deparment, in two 
letters, of $2,300 remitted to.Mr. A. Bean for your account, in 
the U.S. Treasury notes cutin half, the right half in one letter and 
the left halfin the other. My dear Colonel, I hope, ih our future 
money arragements, (should there be any,) that I may not be so 
largely the loser: but having violated the agreement, have no 
one to blame but myself, because Mr. Martin was in New York 
in time. Bt 


- ‘Very respectfully your obedient servant. -> 

[Signed] JAMES H; COCKE. 
Ido hereby certify that James H, Cocke, Esg., has. this 22d 
day of Septeniber, 1846, deposited in the postoffice at .Galves- 
ton, two letters, containing the right and left halves.of $2,300 
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U, S. Treasury notes, directed to A. Bean, Esq, New York 
for account of Thornas Wm, Ward, Commissioner ofthe Gene- 
ral Land Office of the State of Texas, to be forwarded by the 
‘first mail ` f j 
[Signed]; > ~> R. D. JOHNSON, 
Í E Postmaster, Galveston. 


Postage on same, paid by J. H. Cocke, sixty cents. 

‘The appropriations for the purchase of Patents for the year 
1847, have also been-put into the hands of the agent, for the 
purpose of purchasing the Stationery and Patents contemplated 
by law, of which this office has.received the Stationery and 
Books, &c.: also, Patents are forwarded from time to time, and 
received by this office, and as the agent says, as fast as they 
can be printed, which you will perceive by his letter of Decem- 
ber 13th last upon the subject, and-I now only wait the arrival 
of the remainder of the Patents and the accounts current to 

settle with.the Comptroller of Public Accounts. 


+ 


— 


New York, Dec. 13th, 1847. 


My Dear Colonel :—I write a word to say I have sent. bill 
lading to Darnell & Co., (of. one box parchment, five bundles 
ofmatting, three pieces sail-cloth for your house, one bundle 
hardware, two locks and one dozen bolts, date 1st instant, but 
the vessel (Herald) did not sail till three days ago. I wrote to 
Shackelford & Co.,—the bundles of matting contained about 
200 yards. and is the fancy kind, looking like carpet. I write to 
Susan the particulars; and the stuff is directed+—“Col. T. W. 
Ward, Austin, Texas.” The box has 2,000 parchment, splendid. 
I will write you at length in a few days, or, just before I start, 
which I bope will be in ten days. I have been bothered to 
death with detentions, and am only waiting for the parchment 
to be finished,—I will see it before J-teave. All well. The 
gun has been presented to the Historical Society, and a com- 
plimentary letter wriften to you, which Dudley will forward, if 
he gets it ready. f 

-02 O Very truly, 
A. H. BEAN. ¢ 


The mail is just closing. 
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The Legislature appropriated three hundred dollars per an- 
num for postage, out of.whichthe whole amount drawn since 
the appropriation was made, is $250, and of which $109 15 
bas been paid the post office,which leaves from the $250 drawn, 
a balance in the General Land Office of $140 85, as is shown 
by certificates herewith annexed, as follows: 


Comptroller’s Office 
Austin, January 19th, 1848, | 
This certifies that the appropriation for Stationery for the 
General Land Office, for the year 1846, amounting to $500, 
was drawn on the approval of the Commissioner to an account 
for that amount, which closed the transaction with this office. 
JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 
Comptroller’s Office, 
. Austin, January 19th, 1848. 
This certifies that Thomas W. Ward, Commissioner of the 
General Land-Office, has drawn on accounts of postage of the 
General Land Office, the sum of $250, and on the 8th of Oc- 
tober last accounted to this office for $75 45 ofthe same. The 
vouchers filed in this office i is for-postage to the 21st Septem- 


ber, 1847. 
JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


: ' Austin, A. D. 1847, 
General Land Office, 


To S, G. Haynie, P. M., D 
For amount of postage from Sept. 24th, Yo Nov. 29th, "313 70 


Received payment, 
P S. G. HAYNIE. P. M. 


December 1st, 1847. ' ; 
Received on deposite twenty dollars payment for postage, 
P y S. G G 7 HAYNIE, P. 
With much respect, 


Iamyour very obedient servant, 
THOS. W. WARD. 


651 022i 


Upon a further investigation of the disbursements of the 
Land Office, your committee have to say, that they examined 
the appropriations from the year 1842 to 1845 inclusive, and 
find vouchers covering the amount drawn: but, your com- 

«mittee are of opinion that these appropriations were not eco- 
nomically expended. Many extravagant and unauthorized 
channels have been found, through. which, in the opinion of 
your committee, the public funds have been wasted. Unreason- 
able accounts have been allowed as travelling expenses of 
agents to and from New York, ostensibly for the- purchase of 

. Patents. “In order to show the House of Represenatives the 

‘reasons which induced the committee to form this opinion, they 
would mention two or three items charged in the vouchers, on 
file in the Anditor’s Office. One of these is a charge of $32 

. from this place to Galveston ; and in addition,‘a steamboat fare 
of $3 from Houston to Galveston, making the sum of $395 
travelling expenses for that distance ;—besides which, a charge 
was made. in addition, for horse hire, atone dollar per day.— 
-The expense of the whole trip, was $336. A second trip which 

was made ayowedly for the same object, cost the State $442 
in addition to the salaries of these agents. Your committee 
can see no necessity for this extravagant expenditure of money, 
and fear that they were merely trips of pleasure at the expense 
of the State. Your committee would here take occasion to 
present tothe Honorable House of Representatives, the follow- 
ing calculations based upon the information received in this 
investigation, that there have been appropriated and drawn for 
the years 1842 to 1847 inclusive, the sum of $8,945 for the pur- 
chase of blank Patents: if this‘sum had all been applied to the 
purchase of Patents alone, (its legitimate use) allowing the 
highest price, (thirty-four cents) to be paid for them, it would 
buy 26,300. We are informed by the Commissioner, that he bas 
issued 11,793 Patents: blanks on hand 2,946, making the sum 
of 14,739, which have been received. If we allow 2,500 patents 
for wastage, it would make the amount 17,339, which deduct’: 
from 26,300, would leave a balance of over 9000; which, accor- 
ing to this calculation, ought to be on hand, and which would 
be sufficient for the use ‘of the Government, for the next twe 

years. Weare told by the Commissioner, that another box 
of patents, is on the way, which he expects shortly to receive, 
number not known. ` 7 : - : 
` Your committee find from examination of the vouchers, that 
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a considerable amoùnt of the appropriations haye beenabsorbed 
in order and in their opinion, inappropriate expenses which’ 
were not contemplated by the ‘Government, and not provided 
for by any law known to your committee. . 

. They can find no Jaw authorizing a-disbursing officer to pay 
out money for any other than the object for which it was ap, 
propriated... The committee have also examined the returns of 
Government -dues and, patent fees, and suppose them ‘to be 
correct. The amount of $122,694 46, has been depositedin 
the Comptroller's Office by the Commissioner, of which sum, 
$62,405 was paid for patent fees —the -balance, $60.289 for 
Governmentdues. As there is no check on the Land Office by 
which a test of the correctness of the collection of Government 
-dues can be easily ascertained, the committee have been under the 
necessity of taking the statements of the deposits in the Comp- 
irollers Office,and the amount on the books of the Land Office 
as correct. We find fhese deposits have been made, in many 
instances, at times “different from that pointed .out by law,and 

- without returns shewing the amounts collected. 

A considerable :waste of the public money. has been discov- 
ered by your committee in this: that the Commissioner has at 
different times paid . persons for alledged services which were 
never rendered. The committee refer particularly to a caseof 
General Moorehouse, who was at-one time,a -clerk in the Land 
Office. The gentleman left the Office about the middle of May, 
1844, for the purpose of attending the court martial convened 
at Washington for the trial of Commodore Moore, of which 
court he was a member. The General, as the Commissioner 
admitted, never.after wards retarned as aclerk to the Land Office; 
and, yet, his account was allowed and approved, up to the Jast 
day of August of the same year, being three and a half months, 
for which he was paid $70 83 per month, making $247 90 of 
the public money, thus, unlawfully paid away, for which the 
State never received one moment’s service. 

This is sucha wide deviation from the rule of right—from 
the course a public officer should pursue, and from what the 
people who contribute to the support of the Government have 

+a rightio expect of their public servants in the disbursement of 
the -publie funds, that your committee feel bound to give it their 
unqualified disapprobation. ‘These facis are proven -by tthe 
books of the Auditor’s Office, shewing to what time General 
Moorehouse-was paid; -by the journals of the court-martial, to 
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be found in the Office of the Adjutant General, sewing that he 
was in attendance -on the court martial, on the 20th day of May, 
1944, and by the testimony of the Commissioner, that- he never 
returned to the Land Office.” `o ..- at see 
Again, an.accident'‘of ‘this kind happened in paymeént -of_ 
money to.another. of’the-clerks,—we’ alludé-to the allowance of 
$50 to Mr. Remer, for which no services were rendered. It 
appears from the testimony of several witneesses, that Mr. 
Remer arrived in the ¢ ty of Austin on the last day of Septem- 
- ber, 1846, and on thé 10th of November, following, his account 
` for pay as clerk for the months of September and October, was 
approved by the Commissioner, and the money drawn, it would 
seem in his presence and with his knowledge, from the fact 
tiat it has been proven that he and Remer were together in the 
| Treasury Department ‘at the time this money was drawn,— 
The following is, the’evidence adduced§ by the Commissioner 
on this subject, which we submit for the consideration of the 
House. : i i : 


General Land Office, ) 
State of Texas, = 
To Tuos. W. Warp, . Dr.- 
For 1 quarter’s salary, due 
Nov. 10, 1846, inclusive, _ i ; 
at $1,500 per annum,” © ` -$875 00 


COMPTROLLER’S OFFİCE, 
, Austin, Jawy. 18, 1848. ; 

I certify tkat that the Treasury “Warrant, ‘issied in pay- 
ment of the above claim, was dated and‘drawn' on: the 10th 


of November, 1846, i Si. 
B JAMES B. SHAW, 
a Comptroller. 


- GENERAL- LAND OFFICE, 
Austin, Jawy. 19, 1848, ‘ 


I, Wm, A..Remer,-do hereby” certify, that upon the 10th of 
Nov, 1846; 1 met‘Col. Thos. Win. Ward at the Treasury Office, 
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and that I drew the athount of my salary as an assistant 
clerk of the General Land. Office from the Treasury Depart. -- 
ment, individually; and I do further certify, :hat Col. Thomas 
Wm. Ward took no action whatever in ‘that office in relation 
to my act inthe receipt.of the-money, or transaction of the same, 
His business there, being for the purpose oftollecting his own 
account forpay due him, as Isaw by the money paidhim. 


W. A. REMER. 


4 


The committee have neyer for a moment supposed that the 
Commissioner was with Mr. Remer for the purpose of officia- 
ting in the procurement of his pay, because we believe it is the 
duty of the Comptroller to allow the accounts of clerks in the ` 
Land Office, whenever approved by the Commissioner; but 
the committee think it more than probable that as the two gen- 
tlemen were in the Treasurers Office on the same business, 
and at the same time; and Mr. Remer saw the Commissioner, 
as he says, receive his pay—that the Commissioner mustalso 
have seen Mr. Remer receive his. ‘The Commissjoner’s‘main 
defence in this matter is, that it was an ovetsight—~that he ap- 
proved the account of Remer without noticing the time for 
which it was drawn. He says that, an informal account was 
made out for him to approve; and to get the account in the 
right shape, a form was furnished by himself, and the “young 


man” copied the form as written out, without, altering it to 
cover the right time. 


The account is, as follows: i 
_ General Land Office,, 
State of Texas; 


- To W. A. Remer, Dr. 
For services as assistant clerk in 
the General Land Office, for the months 


of September and October, |, $100 W 
Approved, THOS. W. WARD, 
; Commissioner. 


A correct copy of the original : o 
i pie ” . JAMES B. SHAW, | 
Cormptrailer, 


a 
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The committee. have also. been furnished by the Com- | 
missioner since this investigation commenced, with the fol- 
lowing : + 


January 18th, 1848. 


On the 17th instant, fifty dollars was deposited and paid 
into the Treasury, on account of the above, by Mr. William 


A, Remer. Bos 
. JAMES B. SHAW, 
; ; Comptroller. 


The committee will dismiss this subject with the remark, 
that it seems strange, indeed, that the form furnished by Mr. 
Remer, and ‘which it appears, as the Commissioner states, he 
did not correct, or alter, should have contained the months o 
September and October, when he had only served for the mont 
of Qetober. - Your committee would, also, refer to another act 
of the Commissioner, for which they can find nolaw: In this; 

` that a book-binder has been employed and paid out of the ap- 
propriation for pay of clerks in the Land Office for the year 
1846, all of which had ‘not been expended, the service he ren- 
dered, in 1847, and dated back to, fit the appropriation—his ac- 
count being made out and approved by the Commissioner as 
assistant clerk, untll.the appropriation for the pay of clerks for 
that year was exhausted, when his account was made out as 
assistant draftsman ; and, thus, money appropriated for a cer- 
tain purpose, has been drawn and used fer a different one.— 
We must further remark, that we‘are unable to sée the neces-" 
sity of employing this individual for so long a time as seven 
months, when he could be of no service in any way in. the 
Office, except asa book-binder. That all the binding done for 
the Land Office really, could have been done in a much shorter 
period, and at much less expense, is beyond dispute. 

One other fact, though small in itself, the committee feel 
bound to report, which is, that tae Commissioner has in some 
instances, issued Patents without charging the fees for the same 
as prescribed by law. The committee do not mention it for 
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the amount, or the extent to which this practice has prevailed, 
but because it is a violation of law. -It has, also, been shown 
to your committee, that an individual to whom the Commis. 
sioner had some personal ill-will, was informed, that he ought 
not to expect favors in the Land Office, when operating against 
him in his.out-door speeches. l l 
` Your committee would respectfully state in conclusion, ‘that 
they. have gone through this investigation carefully, and impar- 
tially, acting up to the old motto, to “nothing extenuate,-nor 
‘ aught set downin malice”? -They have performed the duties 
imposed upon them by the resolution of the House, according 
to the best information they could obtain, and as agreed upon 
by the committee in the commencement of this investigation, 
have reported the facts to the House. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, * 
l A. McNEIUL, 
l ‘RICHARD N. GOODE, 
-WILLAM FIELDS, 
JOHN H. REAGAN. 


Not having been present at all the enquiries of the committee, 
can vouch dor the correctness of the statements. of such facts as 
were shown while I was present. 


JAMES ARMSTRONG. 
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Committée Rooth, 

Feb. 71h, 1848- 

To the Hon, J. W. Henderson, a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee. on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
resolution of the House of ,Representatives, instructing-said 
committee to enquire what fees have been charged in the Land 
Office, ifany, and by whom: and if any, under what law said 
charges were made, and the probable amount per annum ; haye 
had the same under consideration, and a majority of said com- 
mittee have instructed me fo report the following facts; | 

` That it has been proven to the satisfaction of the committee, 


” 


‘Land Office since its credtion,*bt 


- 
gs 
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by the testimony of various perétins, that fees have been char- 


ged in the Land Office, by the/@lsrks of said office, for copies 
` poth'in English and Spanish, Ak, ure charge ete. English co- 


ies of field notes, certificates, &&, are charged at from’ two to 


four dollars; the lowest chargé" nade for Spanish titles. or 


translation of title, is four dolla, and varying to seven, ten, 
ff.een, and even higher in somê ï#stances, in proportion to the. 
length of the doctiment. ih 7 oe aga 
Your committee find that this paca has prevailed in the 
f ander: no law or authority 
known to the cornmittee. - Tt appirs to have commenced un- 
der the administration’ of the Häfmer Commissioner, whose 
A a 5 X TER a’ A « . <- f 
rates of charge was furnished us‘%¥5-'a justification of its contin: 
uance by the present incumbentj? s es 
It is found by the evidence of 


‘Abrhie of the “clerks, and by the 
admission of the Commissioner hipiself, that the fees thús chàr- 
ged are divided with the Comritissfoner for his seal and certifi- 
cate. The Spanish clerk statefl distinctly, that he invariably 
paid two dollars for the- official sél and certificate attached to 
all translations of Spanish titles frade by him, and that he of 
course took this into consideratidy in making his charges àe- ` 
cordingly. l ae A AN 

Your commitiee have not been able to ascertain with any 
degree of certainty, what is the probable annual amoupt” of 
these fees, but believe, they amount to a very considerable sum. 
Mr. Fisher, the Spanish clerk, stated, that the payments of this 
kind to himself alone, were probatjly five hundred dollars per 
annum, others believe more, but/your committee have not had 
sufficient information upon this.smbject, to arrive at any satis- 


. factory conclusion. They are sdsisfied, however, that thou- 


sands of dollars have’ been thus ¢ollected in the Land Office 
annually. l : sero 

-It is perhaps due to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, as well as the clerks, to’state that the work, for which 
these fees are charged, is alleged to have beeit-done*by them, 
out of what is called’office hours, and they theréfore consider- 
ed themselves, they say, entitled to the privilege of charging 


‘fees. It is not probable, however, the committee think, that 


the seal and official signature of the Commissioner are always 


. affixed out of office hours, and if done during the usual busi- 


ness hours of the day, your committee are clearly satisfied, that 


_ any fee charged for the’same is in contravention of law, and 
42 
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whether done in or. out of office hours, during the day or the 
night, they believe noright exists to charge’ any other fee-for 
an official act, than those expressly provided for by law. ‘The 
eighth section of an act entitled an act to reduce into one and 
to amend the several acts relating to the establishment of the 
General Land Office, is an entire prohibition. to the charging 
of any fees whatever, except such as are specifically provided 
for; ‘and it is obvious to your committee, that the object of 
giving to each and every person employed in the Land Office, - 
an annual salary, was to prevent the very practice which has . 
so extensively prevailed in that department. Your committee _ 
believe that when an officer receives an annual salary, he ` 
should not under any circumstances, be allowed to charge fees- 
of any kind, for business done in the office to which he is as- 
signed, except suchas may be required bythe government, the 
amount and manner of collecting which, is of course poinied 
out. The effect ofa different course would be, to pay him 
. twice for the same labor, and any businessdone by, and through 
the office, must, to be official, have. the sanction ofthe law, and 
consequently, is the legitimate business of the office. In view 
of these facts, the committee unhesitatingly declare it as their 
opinion, that a law ought to be passed by this Legislature, re- 
gulating fees ‘for transcripts, papers and documents of every 
kind, furnished by the Land Office, and making such feesa 
sotirce of revenue to the State, and the committee therefore beg 
leave respectfully to recommend this matter to the considera- 
tion of the Legislature. All.of wich is respectfully submitted. 

Signed, A. McNEILL, 

i RICH’D N. GOODE, 
WM. FIELDS 


7 « = 


JOHN H. REAGAN, 


Not having been present at all the enquiries of fhe commit- 
tee, can vouch for the correctness of such facts as were shown 
while I was present. e588 l 

Signed, e JAMES ARMSTRONG. . 


Mr. Stout, one of a select committee, made the following re 
' port: ` 
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-A majority of thé select committee to whom was referred 2 
resolution instructing them to enquire into the expediency of 
the’passage’of a law, for the purpose of raising a permanent ju- 
ry fund, have had the same under consideration, dnd-have în- 
structed me to.repert the accompanying bill to the House, and 
to recommend its passage. os es 


_,Report.received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come, up 
in its regular, order. ee a : 


‘Mr. Truit introduced a “joint resolution appropriating one 
‘hundred dollars, for the purpose of procuring a map of Shelby 
county.” i 2 eo FY A l E 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body, of ` 

A “joint resolution for the benefit of the Texas volunteers 
oalledinto the service of the country in the year 1846 :” and 

A bill to be entitled “an act to lecate the county seat of Cass 
` county.” ' 3 


Mr. Miller, of H., introduced the follo wing resolution: . 


“Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary ‘he instruct- 
_ edto enquire into the expediency af passing a general fee bill— 
regulating and prescribing the fees for the official duties of all 
State and County officers, and report as early as practicable, 
by bill, or otherwise.” : i 


ne 
“ 
> 


Resolution adopted. 


Mr. Cunningham introduced a bill to be entitled “an act con- 
cerning divorce and alimony.” 


~ 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Cunningham also introduced a bill.to be entitled “anact 
to incorporate the town of Indian Point,” 


foe 


Bil read a Hest tme 


Mr. Winkler introduced a bill tobe entitled, farm act concer. 
ing fraudulent grants to-lands, &c? 


Bill read a firs? time. 


. Mr. Bourland, from the committee on public Lands, mack 
the following report: a a 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 

‘petition of Edward Hal, praying that a patent may issue to 

him, on a survey made by virtue of an act of the Consultation, 

passed November the 9th, 1835, granting ‘him one league of 
land, in the same manner as though the certificate had been is-1 
sued in the usual form,” have had she same under considera- 
tion, and have examined the resolution granting the petitioner 

one league of land, and find that the said grant was made to 
Bim specialty, for bis disinterested, bold, and energetic services 

in the capse of Texas, at the commencement of the revolution, 
and the committee car see mo reason why the same should not 

be patented. Shey have, therefore, instructed me to report the 

accompanying joint resolution. embracing the object of the pe- 

titioner, and te recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the joint resolution lhid upom the table, 
to come Bp inits regular order. : i ; 


—"* 
7 


Mr. Bogart moved te take. from the table a bill to be enti- 
tied “an act fo create the county of Cooke,” and refer the same 
to the committee om County Boundaries. . 


Motion carried. 
Mr, Robertson introduced the following resolution: 


Ea ° ” 
“Resolved, That the House will receive mo mew business 


after Friday, the 18th inst” _ 


hid 
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Resolution laid upor the table one day, for consideration. 


Mr. Henderson introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to iz- 
corporate the Houston Lyceuin.” C ' 


Bill reada first Gime. 
Mr. Bogart introduced the foliewing resolation; 


“Reselved, That the ecmmitiee on Privileges and Elections 
te instructed % report to this Hhouse,- on to-morrow, relative 
to the bill te-be-entitled ‘ an act apportioning the representation 
ofthe State, dee.” a 


Resolutien adepted. 
Mr. Mosely, by leave, made the following report: 


The select committee to avhom was referred a bill to beer- 
titled “an act to amend an act for the relief of Jonathan Bird, 
passed January the 8th, 1845,” have bad the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back te the _ 
House, and to recommend its passage, with the following 
amendment: 

After the word “receivable;’ in the 1st sectien of the bill, is- 
sert “his heirs or assigns.” | . 

Alof which isrespestfally submitted for the favorable cor- 
sideration of the House, Lt, i 


Report received, and the bill and amendment laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


_—, 


a 


Mr. ‘Pease moved to take up the report of the committee on 
the Judiciary, together with the substitute offéred by said com-. 
mittee, for the three bills which were referred to them, ` 

Motion carried. 


‘The substitute was then read and adopted. 
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Mr. Keenan moved that the rule of the House, requiring bills. 


ww ae 


to be read on three several days, be suspended. 


* 


Mr. Willie in the chair. 


Mr. Henderson moved that the bill be referred. to the commit. 
fee on the Jndiciary. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Lewis moved. to take from the table, and place amonig: ` 
the orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “anact for the xéliefot 
N. R. Mallon, and others,” and a bill to be entitled “an act pro-. 
viding for printing the laws and journals in the Spanish and 
German languages.” 


Motion earried..- ; 

` Mr. Eddy moved to-fake-from the table, and place among the 
orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “am act to create the coun~ 
ty.of Delta.” - 


ee 
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Motion carried: 


_ A bill to be-entitled “an act to-regulate the trial of suits for ti~ 

tle to land,” being the special order of the day, was taken up. _ 
Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be made the special order 

of the day for Thursday next. a 


Motion carried. 


_ A “oint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
procure the passage of a law establishing two Distriets for the ` 
United States’ District Court, in the State of: Texas,” together 
with the report of the committee of conference, (recommending 
that the House adhere to its substitute) were taken- up- and 
read, and the report adopted. ; 

A bill to be entitled “an act to- provide for the enclosing of 
cotton gins,” was taken up, 
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ftiad a third time, and rejected. 


A*oint resolution for the relief of -Ford & Cronican,” y was. 
taken’ up, ; 


Read a third time, and passed. > te 


A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the exclidnige: of 
books, maps, charts, &c.,” was takeu up, and 


Bill rad a third time. 


Mr, Miller, of.-Ħ,, meee that iie is of the House, prevent- 
ing bills from being amended’-on thei third reading, be sús- 
pended. 


T 


Motion carried. : i s 


Mr. Miller of H., then moved -to strike out the word “Execu- 
tive,” ‘sherever it occurs in the bill, after the 1st section,-and 
insert “Secretary of State :” and also to strike out the word. 
“Executive,” in the 1st section of the bill, and insert’ t “Gover 
nor.” 


Amendment adopted, and the bill oer | ; 


A “joint resolution confirming a certificaté for one leagueańd 
one labor dfland, issued to’ J ohn Vanderworth, -by the Board, 
of Land Commis: sioners of Austin: county” was ‘taken i up, 


 Reada third i time, and passed. 


ae 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize ‘the opetting dnd 
construction ‘of a turnpike road from the city . of Houston to 
the Brazos rivet, af was: taken: ap; arid ` 


‘Read a third tipi. - 


The yéasand nays weré called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows : 2 
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Yeas—Messrs, Sepaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L. 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller, of C., Miller of H., 
Mosely, McCown. McNeill, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, Rez- 
gan, Robertson, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, 
Taylor, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and “Willie—45, 


Nays—Mr. Rains—1. A 


` 


Bill passed. , 


A bill to be entitled “an act to remove the Land Office of 
Robertson Land District, from Franklin, in Robertson county, 
to Springfield, in Limestone county;” - ; 


Was taken up. 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, 
‘The bill was read a third time, by its caption and passed. 
A bill to be entitled “an act to makean improved charter of 
Goliad city? = et 
Was taken up. l 
Mr. Allen moved that the bill be read by its caption. 
Mr. Reagan called forthe reading of the entire bill. 
Question: Shall the bill be read by its caption? 
The House decided in the affirmative. i 


The bill was then read a third time by its caption.. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


‘Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart. Bourland, 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of R., Epper- 
son, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of C.. - 
Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Robert- 


son, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler 
and White—32. ` 7 


Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Lyons, 
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McCown, Pease, Rains, Renfro, Reagan, Runnels, Stout, Stu- 
art, Taylor, Truit and- Willico—16, g 


Bill passed. 

Messrs Davis of R., Goode and Bogart, as asked to > be excused. 
from voting. a . 

The House refused to excuse. 

A bill to -bé entitled “aw act to allow offsetts, in certain 
cases” >o o 


Was taken’ up; “and 
Read a third time. 


e 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas-—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Garoth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Cuningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., 
Epperson, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, ‘Lott, Lyons,. Miller of C., 
Mosely, McCown, Neal, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart, Truit, Walling, White and Wil- 
lie—32, > 

Nays—Messrs. Spe iker, Bogart, Burroughs, Eddy, Edwards, 
Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Miller of H., McNeill Pease, Perry, 
Renfro, Reagan, “Runnels, $ Saddler, Taylor, Webb, Winler and 
Wheeler—20. 


Bill passed. 
On motion of Mr. Stoat, 
The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


& < i 
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3 o'clock, p. m. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. l 
The roll was called, 


And a quorum found present: ` 
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A bill; to be entitled “ati act to” incorpordté the” Hoiistin" 
Mechanic’s Institute;” 


Was taken up, and 
Read a third time. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage‘ of the 
bill, and stood thus: 


. Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen; Bogart. ‘Bourhind; Bryaii, 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of R., Edwards, Epperson, 
Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Rayner, Reagan, 
Robertson, Saddler, Shannon,, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart, Taylor, 
Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler and Willie—37. 


Nays—Messrs. Davis of L., » Eddy, Fields, Pease, co 
Runuels, Stout and White-8 


~ Bill passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act regulating thé fees and charges 
of the public officers. of the State?’ 


Was taken up. arid 
Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Willie, 
The bill was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 


Mr. Goode moved that a bill to be entitled “an act fo regi- 
late the public printing,” be taken . up, togethér with the sub- 
stitute offered by the committee on printing. 

Motion carried. r 

The substitute was then read, and 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

Adopted. 


Mr. Davis of Robertson, moved to strike. out the word 
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«without, and insert the-word “with,” before the words “mar: 
ginal notes.” - ' : 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Goode moved to strike’ out the word “separate,” before 
contract,” in the 8th section of the bill., 


a 


Amendment rejected. 


Mr, Willie proposed the following. asan amendment-to the 
bill: 7 Lio oa l . 


In the 2d Section, strike out: the words, “two thousand four 
hundred copies, of the laws of the present Legislature,” and 
insert “twenty-five hundred copies of the laws of a general 
nature, and‘five hundfed copiés of all acts for private reliéf, 
and all acts incorporating towns, cities, Institutions of learn- © 
ing, and private associations of every nature.” 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood as follows: E 


Yeas—Messts. Speaker, Armstrong, Burroughs; Bryan, Ca: 
rothers, Cramp, Crutcher, Davis, of L., Davisof R..Eddy, Ed- 
. wards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan; 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Pot- 
ter, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, 
Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Webb, Walling; Wheeler and Willie: 40. 


Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Goode, McCown, 


Reagan, Shannon, Truit and Winkler—9. 


h 


Amendment adopted, 


Mr. Willie moved to amend the second section of tlie bill 
as follows: : . . 


“It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Senate, and of 
the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives to cause to 
be copied the journals of thé respective Houses, and prepare 
them for the press.” They shall correct the proof sheets, and. 
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superintend the printing, and shali be ‘allowed twenty-five 


- cents, a hundred words, for preparing the journals, and super- 


intending their publication, as herein provided.” 


Mr. Fields moved to amend the amendment, by striking cut 
bE rat [24 37 si be 66 35 
twenty five,” before “cents,” and inserting “twenty. 


Motion carried. 

Mr. Haynie moved to amend the. amendment, by inserting 
after the word “nature,” and five hundred oopies of the jour- 
nals of the last Legislature.” : 


The yeas and nays were caled on the adoption of the 
amendment, and steod as follows: . 


eas—Messrs. Speaker, Alien, Bourland, Burroughs, Crump 


-Eddy, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman; Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 


va 


Mosely, McCown, Perry, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Shannon, 
Stout and White—21. 


‘Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart Bryan, Carethers, Crutch- 
er, Davis of L., Davis of R., Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Lew- 
is, Lyons, Miller of C., McNeill, Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains, 
Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie. —30. i 

Amendment rejected. ` 


Ths sense of the House was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Willie, and the ` ‘ 


Amendment adopted. 
. Mr. Bogart moved the engrossment of the bill. 
Motion carried, and | 
“The bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for theveMef of the heirs of Al- 
rd ‘Moore, dee’d.;” Í 
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Was taken up, and * í 
Read a second time. ` : 
` On motion of Mr. Stout, 
Fhe bill was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


- 


+ 


The committee on engrossed bills, have examined a bill to- 


be entitled an act to establish the Galveston and Red Rivef, 
Railway Company,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 


Ed 


. 


Report accepted. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize persons who have 
located their land claims, upon lands not vacant at. the. time 
of making their locations, to lift and re-focate them,” 


Was taken up, and 
Read a-second time. 
l On motion of Mr. Davis of R., 


The bill was referred to the committee on public lands. 

A bill to be extitled “an act to provide for the farther col- 
lection of the taxes of the year 1846;” together with an amend- 
Ment, proposed, by the committee of Finance; : 


+ 


Were taken up, and read, and a 
The amendment -adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Runnels, 
. The bill was referred to the committee om the judiciary. ` 


A bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the 2d and 4th: sec- 
tions ef an act requiring. the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue patents upon unconditional headright 
certificates for land, approved May 12th, 1846; 


Was taken up and read a third time. 
On motion of, Mr. Potter, l 
The bill was'rèferred to the committee on the judiciary. 


& 
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The substitute for a bill fromthe Senate to -be entitled “an 

act authorizing and requiring the Governor to subscribe three 

, hundred copies of the decisions of the Supreme court of this 
State;” ie 


< 


Was taken up, read a third time, and passed. ` 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, February 15th, 1848, 
\ 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R. 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of ©, Miller of*H, 
Mosely, McCown, Neal, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Rea- 
gan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White 
and Willie. 


A quorum present, 

Qn motion of Mr. Allen, 

The Hon. Mr. Stewart, the member elect, from Gonzales 
county,came forward, presented his credentials, and took the 


oath, preseribed by the Constitution, and his seat as a member 
of the House. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 


» ~ 


” 


* 
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Mr. Willie presented the petition of the heis of Henry Ne- 


_ mans. 
On motion, a 
The,petition was: referred to the committee on public Lands. 


— 
e 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education made 
the following report: 


The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill, 
to be entitled “an act to incorporate Cherokee Academy, in 
the town of Rusk, and county of Cherokee, have had the same 
under consideration, and would respectfully recommend its 


tre ee 


passage. 


Report, received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in its regular order. 


Mr. Robertson, one, of the committee on Military Affairs 
made the following report: 


The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
communication from Capt. Henry E. McCulloch, commanding 
a company of Rangers on our frontier, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report the aceompanying 
Joint Resolution, for thé consideration of the House. ` 


Report received, and Joint Resolution laid upon the- table 
to come np in its regular order. 


Mr. Cunningham, chairman of the committee on Privileges 
and Elections, made the following report: 


The committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled “an act to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives of the Legislature, among the. several 
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counties of this State,” together with a substitute therefor, to 
be entitled “an act concerning the apportionment of represen- 
tation in the State,’ have had the same under” consideration, 
but have arrived at no definite conclusion upon the subject 
matter of the said bills. Yet, in obedience tothe mandate of 
the Hon. House, the committee beg leave to report the said 
bills back to the House for its consideration. 


Report received, and the bills laid upon the table to come 
up in their regular order: 


t 


Mr. Alen, chairman ofthe committee on contingent expen- 
ses, made the following report: : , 


The committee on contingent expenses, to whom was refer- 
- red a resolution authorizing them to examine the amounts of 
Expenses incurred in taking care of John Frederick, who was 
injured by the accidental discharge of a cannon, on the day of 
the arrival of the remains of Capt. Samuel. H. Walker, &., 
have instructed me report, that the total amount of expenses, 
as per accounts for medical and other attention, is two hun- 
dred and twenty seven dollars; but, as some of the charges ap- 
pear to be too high, your committee recommend that the fol- 
Jowing amounts be paid out of the contingent funds of the 


Legislature:  - 
To J. E. Elgin . . . . `. $5000 
s James A. Horne ,. 3 : : 15,00 


“ M. R. Thompson . ; 47,00 


Amounting in all to one hundred and twelve dollars. 


Report received and laid upon the table to come up in its 
regular order. = 


* 
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Mr. Stuart, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
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pe entitled “an act for the relief gf David G. Burnet,” have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to-re- 
port the bill back to the House, without recommending the 
appropriation contemplated by its provisions. i 


Report received and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
in its regular order. 


p] 
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Mr. Stuart, chairmar of the committee on Finance; also 
made the following report: 


The committee on Finance, to whom was refevred the peti- 
tion of James A. Smith and Samuel H. Reed, praying for the 
passage of a law to-authorize them to draw fromthe Treasu- 
ry, money belonging to the estate of K. Vaughn, dec’d on-ac- 
eount of claims setup against said estate, by the petitioners; 
and which they neglected to present. for settlement, until af- 
ter the administration had been closed, and their accounts were 
barred by law; have had the subject-matter under considera- 
tion, and believe that the passage of the law asked. would be of 
on propriety, and æ dangerous precedent for future Leg- 
islation. . i 

The petition is, therefore, reported back to the House, with- 
out a recommendation to grant the relief prayed for, and the 


committee ask to be discharged frem its further considera- 
tion. ; 


Report received, and thepetition laid upon the table to come 
apin its regular order. i 


paana 


Mr. Bryan, chairman ofthe committee on engrossed bills 
made the following report: 


The committee on-engrossed bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act organizing County Courts,” and 
Abill to be entitled “an act to regulate proceedings in®the. 


= 
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County Court, pertaining to estates of deceased persons,” and . 


find the same correctly engrossed. 


Report accepted. 


Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to legal- 
ize certain headright certificates, issued by George W. Miles, 
formerly Chief Justice of Liberty county.” 


~ 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Shaw introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to create 
the county of By 


Bill reada first time. 


te 


Mr. Winkler introdaced a bill to be entitled “an act for the 


‘relief of C. C. Taylor. 


Bill read a first time. 


. Mr. Winkler moved that the rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days be suspended. 


* 


Motion carriéd. 
The bill was then read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Winkler, referred to the committee on the 
Land Office. 

Mr. Davis of Robertson, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act for the benefit of owners of conditional head-right certifi- 
cates for land.” F ` 


Bill read a first time. 


* 


Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to compel 
those who locate upon the Public Lands of the State to have 
them surveyed. 


< ‘ 
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Bill reada first. time. 


On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill tobe entitled “an act to validate and confirm the acts 
of Thomas Wm. Ward, Commissioner of the General Land 
Office,” being the special order-of the day. 


Was taken up. 
Mr. Allen moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 
Motion carried. 


Mr. Pease moved that 
A hill to be entitled “an act regulating proceedings rela- - 
{ive to estates of deceased persons,’ and __ 


A bill te be entitled “ån act-organizing County Courts,” be 
taken up. . 


Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled ‘an act regulating proceedings in the 
County Courts, relative to estates of deceased persons;” 
Was then taken up. 


a Mr. Stout moved that the bill be read a third time by its eap- 
on. 


Motion lest. 
Mr. Stout was called to the chair. 


The bill under consideration of the House, was thenread a 
third time -and passed. i 


À message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body of a bill to be entitled “an 
act authorizing and requiring the transfer of the succession of 


Alexander Jordan, dec'd., from the county of Nacogdoches te 
he county of Rusk.” 
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On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m 
The House met pursuant toxadjournment.. 


Theroll was called, 

Anda quorum found present, 

A bill to be entitled “an act organizing county courts.” 
Was taken up. 


On motion, - 

The bill was read athird time by its caption and passed. 

A bill to-be entitled “arm act to define the boundaries: of 
Austin county.” 


Was taken up and read a second time:. 
On motion of Mr. Crump, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Crump moved that the vote which rejected a bill fo 
Be entitled “an act to provide fer enclosing Cotton Ging” be 
reconsidered. 


- 


Motion carried: 


Mr. McNeill moved e reconsideration of the vote rejecting - 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Haynie. (to thebill concern- 
ing Public Printing,) providing for the publication of theJour- 
nals ofthelast Legislature. — oo 

The yeas and nays were called onthe adoption. of the mo- 
tion and stood as follows: 
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. Yeas—Messrs.Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burreughs, Cramp, 
Crutcher, Eddy, Gilliam, <soode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Mosely, McNeill, Perry, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Stout, Truit, Webb and White—25. ; 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Carethers, .Cun- 
ningham, Davisof L., Bavis of R., Edwards, Epperson, Fields, 

Lott, Lyous, Miller of C., Pease, Potter, Rains, Saddler. Stu- 
art, Taylor, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie—23. 


Motien carried. 


Mr. Bourland moved that the amendment be lJaid*upon the 
table. 


Motiensearried. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry, Freight and Tow-boat Company.” 
Was takén up, and 


Read a second time. 
‘On motion of Mr. Potter, - 


“The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


3 


A “Joint Resolution for the relief of N. B. Malion and otk- 
ers; 


I 


% 
Was taken up, and . 
Read a second time. 


‘On motion of Mr. Steut, n i 

. The Joint Resolution was referred tothe committee or Fi- 
nance. 

_ Abill to be entitled “an act to require all Mayors and Re- 
‘orders of incorporated to wns and cities.to calla Jury in tke 
trial of causes, when the accused ds subjectto fine ard impris- 
‘Onment or “either,” í 


Was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Haynie, __ 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A Bil to be entitled “An act to regulate proceedings in Dis- 
trict Courts,” together with a substitute therefor, offered by the 
eommittee on the Judiciary, were taken up. 


~ 


Substitute read and adopted.. 


Ən motion of Mr. Armstrong, 
` The bill was ordered to be engrossed. : 

A bill to be entitled “Anact to regulate proceedings by cer- 
tiorert and supercedeas, incivil causes,” was taken up, and read 
a first time. 


Mr. Burroughs, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That, with the concurrence ef the Senate,.the tro 
Houses proceed to elect a Commissioner of the Gene- 


ral Land Office, on Saturday, the 10th inst, at 12 o'clock, M. 
Resolution laid upon the table one day for consideration. 


A bil.to be entitled “An act authorizing Charles Covingtor 
and his associates to. establish a ferry across the River Yegua, 
and construct a causeway across the bottom lands thereoi,’ 
was taken up and read a first time. 

Kir. Robertson moved that the role of the House whichre- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 


t 


Biotion carried.. 


The bill was then read a second time: 
On motion.of Mz, Davis of Robertson; 
‘The bill was passed to æ third reading. 


£ bill to-be entitled “An act. to repeal the twelfth section of 
an act, entitled an act, regulating estrays, approved December 
the 224, 1836,” was-taken up, and read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to permit married women te 
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devise their separate property,” was taken up and read a first 


time. ; 

A bill to be entitled “An act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan ofa eertaif block oflots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authori- 
ties to use one of the publie squares. of said city, for city and 
county buildings,” was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to increase the salary of the At- 
torney General,” was taken up, and read a second time, 

On motion of Mr. Stuart, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to regulate the jurisdiction of 


Justices of the Peace,” was taken up, and read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Willie, ; 


‘The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A bill to be entitled “An act requiring the Sheriffs and the 
Clerks of the several Courts of this State, to keep their offices 
at the place of holding the Courts in each county,’ together 
with the amendment thereto, proposed by the committee on 
State Affairs, were taken up. - : 


Amendment read and adopted. 


Mr. Stout moved thatthe bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Motion carried, and reference made, 


A billto be entitled “An act to regulate the sale, vending 
and distribution of patent or secret medicines,” was taken up, 
and read a second time. 


_ Mr. Haynie moved to amend the bill by inserting the words 
“except number siz and capsules.” : 


Mr. Stuart moved to amend the amendment, as follows z 


Sec: 2. Be it further enacted, That all Physicians shall be 
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required to write their prescriptions in a plain, legible ‘hang 
in the English language, and state the quantity of all medicines 
prescribed, in words and letters, at length under the penalty 
provided in the preceding section of this act?” ` 


Mr. Crutcher moved that the bill and amendments be laid 
upon the table, untilike 4th day of July next. 


Motion carried. 


A pill to be entitled “An actfor:the protection -of certain tand 
titles,” was taken up, and read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Sterne, 

The bill was referred to the committee on ‘Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, 

Mr. Lewis was added tothe committee appointed to investi- 
gate the Spanish Records, in the General Land Office. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act for the relief of Alfred Brig- 
gance,” was taken up, and read a second time. 


Onmotion of Mr. Keenan, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled “An act regulating the mode of dispos- 
ing of runaway slaves,” together with the report thereon, by 
the committee on State Affairs, recommending that the bill be 
laid upon the table, were taken up. a 


Report read and adepted. 


A bill to be entitled “An act, supplementary to an act, te in- 
corporate the town of Refugio,” was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Cunningham, 
” The bill was read a second time by its caption, and ordered 
to be engrossed. i 

A bill to be e-titled “An act to'incorporate the Republican 
Academy, in the county of Harrison, was taken up, together 


with the substitute therefor, offered by the committee on Edu- 
cation. 


Substitute read and adopted. 


681 i 


Mr. Geode moved the €tigrossnient of the bill. 
Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engressed. 
Mr. Bryan, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That, in otder to give the Commissioner ef the 
General Land Office-a fair hearing . before the House, that a 
Select Committee be appeinted, and the same be required to 
furnish the Commissioner with a copy of the repert, made by 
a majority of the cemmittee ‘on the Land Office; and that the 
Commissioner, if he desires te do so, may report through said 
committee, to this Hguse, his answer to the charges preferred 
against him by said majority of the committee, it their recent 
xepert on the Land Office Department. 


Mr. Willie offered the following as a substitute for the reso- 
‘tution proposed by Mr. Bryan : 


“Resolved, That fhe Commissioner of the General Land Of 
fice shall be permitted te lay befere the House any fete rela- 
tive to the charges made in the report of a majority of the com- 
mittee on the Land Office against that.cfficer,and that be de per- 
mitted to present to the House, any evidence in relation to the 
matters set forth in said report; and it shall be the «inty of the 
Chief Clerk of this House, to farnish the Commissiener with a 
copy of this resolation. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had.adopted the substitute proposed by 
the House, for a “Joint resolution requiring the Governor te 
subscribe for three hundred copies of the Decisions -of the Su- 
preme Court;” and that the report of the commitvee of Con- 
ference, on a “Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and . 
gequesting our Representatives in the-Congress of the United 
States, to procure the passage of a law estab.ishing two Dis- 
tricts for the United States District Court in the State of Tex- 
as,” is not recognized as formal; and that the original and 
Substitute are, therefore, returned to the House. 


On metion of Mr. Crutcher, r 
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The House adjourned until to-morrow morning E0 o'clock. 


inns 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Feb. 16th, 1848, 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, E 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Caro- 
thers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Eddy, Edwards, Epper- 
son, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, 
. Miller of H.,, Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, 
Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, 
White and Willie. - 


A quorum being present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Stout, ; 
Mr. Wren was excused from attendance on the House, im 
consequence of ill health. 


ner 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the Trustees of the Marshall University, praying for 
leave to sell one league of land, granted to said University by 
the late Republic, have had the same under consideration, and 
perceiving no objection to granting the prayer of the petition- 
ers, have drayn up a bill for that purpose, which is herewith 
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reported, and recommended to: the favorable consideration of 
the House. 


Report received; and the petition and bill laid upon the table, 
to come. up in their regular order: 


Mr. Pease also made the following report = 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was preferred a 
bill to be entitled “ An act to provide for revising the Statute, 
Laws of the State of Texas.” have had the same undex con- 
sideration, ‘ 

The sixteenth section of the seventh Article of the Constitu- 
tion, makes it the duty of the Legislature, within five years af- 
ter the adoption of th2 Constitution, to have the laws, civil and 
criminal, revised, digested, arranged and published; and the 
act in question proposes to effect that object in a manner satis- 
factory to the committee. The committee recommend that 
the blank in the first section of the bill be filled with the fol- 
lowing words = ; 

“The Governor shall be, and he is hereby, authorized ands 
required to appoint two competent persons, who.” 

The blank in the third section of the bill, they recommend 
should be filled with the following words: fone thousand.” 

The committee recommend that the following words be ad- 
ded to the end of the third section: z 

“Tobe paid when: the work is.accepted by the Legislature of 
the State.” . l ` 

With these amendments the committee recommend the- bilb 
to the favorable consideration of the House. 


Report received „and the bill and amendments laid uper the 
table, to come up in their regular order." 


Semen 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the commitfee on the Judiciary, also: 
reported as follows: 


The committee-on the Judiciary, towhom was re-committed 
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a bill to be entitled “An act, to amend the first, third and seventh 
sections of an aċt, to define the time of holding the Courts in the 
several Judicial Districts of the State of Texas, passed May the 
Lith, 1846,” have had the same under consideration. 

From the information before the committee, they believe that 
itis the wish ofa large majority of the people of the first, third 
and seventh Judicial Districts, that the time of holding the 
Courts in these Districis, should be changed, as proposed in the 
bill; and that the passage of this act will in no way interfere 
with the changes that.are proposed to be,made in the other Dis- 
4ricts. 

They therefore recommend the bill to the favorable conside- 
‘ration of the House. 


Report received, and the‘bill laid upon the table, to eomeup 
an its regular order. 


Mr. Willie, one ef the committee on the J udiciary, ‘made the 
Hellowtng report: 


Whe committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referzed a 
resolution of the Honse, instructing them to.enquire into the 
propriety of amending the acts regulating the descent and dis- 
tribution of intestates estates, so as to allow the surviving -hus- 
band or wife,.a distributive share of the estates ef intestates, 
have had the same under consideration, and beg leave te zre- 
port, that they have examined the acts referred to in the reso- 
Jution,and find it is imperiant that some legislative action 
should be had on jhe subject, in order to explain the obscunities 
which at present existin the laws. They believe, also, that a 
provision like that ‘recommended in the resolution, should be 
embodied in the law; and therefore instruct.me to recommend 
to the favorable consideration of the House, the accompanying 
bill, entitled “An act, te regulate the-descent and distribution of 
antestates estates.” 


Report received, and the bill read a first time. _ 
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Mr. Willie also made the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 

A billto be entitled “.An act, to amend the first section of 
anact,regulating Juries ;” and 

A resolution suggesting amendments to. the nineteenth sec- 
tion of.said act, have had the same under consideration, and 
instruct me.to report, that it is not expedient to change, mate- 
tially, the law in question. Believing, however, that some 
amendments.are. proper, .in order to explain more clearly the 
meaning of certain provisions in, the act, and that, the practice 
in regard to Juries in capital cases, should be slightly changed, 
they submit to the House the accompanying'bills, and recom- 
mend their passage, in place of the original-bill referred.to them.. 


Report received, and the bill; laid upon. the: :table, te-come up 
in their regular order. 


Mz. Allen, chairman.of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following. report : 


The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition ofsundry cifizehs of Velasco, praying that some altera- 
tior he made in the present pilot laws, have, after due conside- 
ration of the same, instructed me to report the bill herewith. 
submitted, (which, it is fully believed, will meet the wants of the: 
petitioners,) and to recommendit earnestly tothe fayorable:con- 
sideration of the House. 


Report received, and the petition and bill laid: opon tae table; 
to come up in. their regular order. 


Mr. Allen. also madethe fol lowing reports 


The committee on State ae to whom was referred the ` 
memorial of the practicing. PEE and:surgeons of Galves~ 
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‘ton, praying for a charter under which to organize, as the Medi- 
cal and Surgical Seciety ef Galveston, empowered to appoint 
a Board of Censors, ‘for the purpose of examining and licensing 
persons who propose to commence the practice of medicine and 
surgery'in that county, have had the same under consideration, 
and they are of opinion that a law ofa general character should 
be passed, incorporating a Medical.and Surgical Society for the 
State, in order to promote the diffusion of science, and medi- 
cal information, without the power (which, to some, is objec- 
tionable,) of appointing a Board-of Censors. 


The committee have, therefore, instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, together with the bill, herewith sub- 
mitted, (which only provides for the incorporation of such a 
‘society,) and to recommend that it be passed: 

A bill to ‘be entitled “An-act to incorporate the Medical and 
Surgical Society of the State of Texas.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
anade the following report: 

The, committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the petition of Henry M. Smith, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report, that they 
have ‘had ample evidence before them, that the petitioner 
served gallantly as a captain in the army of the late Re- 
public of Texas; and that he was wounded, so as to be seri- 
ously disabled, from which disability himself and his family 
have suffered much pecuniary inconvenience. As your com- 
anittee have, in all cases that have come before them, reported 
against making original grants of land, (founded upon applica- 
cation made subsequent to the adoption of the Joint Resolu- 
tions of Annexation,) under the belief that the public domain is 
pledged for the liquidation of the Public Debt, they do not feel 
authorized to report favorably to the petition. As there seems 
to be a diversity ef opinion, however, on the subject, your com- 
mittee have instructed me to state, that the petition has a moral, 
if nota legal claim, against the State; and, for the guidance of 
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. the committee in such cases,as well as for the satisfaction of such 
persons as are interested in this and similar applications, your 
committee wish an expression from the House on the subject. 

They therefore, at the request of the honerable member who 
introduced the petition, report it back te the House, so that he 
may be enabled to havé it referred to another committee for in- 
vestigation, and obtain a decision from the House on the sub- 
jeet, i . 

Report received, and the petition laid upon the table, to come 
up in its regular order. 


' 
Mr. Walling moved that the rule be susperided, and the pe- 
tition referred to a Select Committee. : 


"a 


Motion carried. 


The chair then appointed Messrs. Walling, Fields, Robert- 
son, Edwards and Crutcher, to constitute said committee. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also made the following report : 


The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled * An act to extend the time to allresident 
citizens who have settled under the provisions of an act grant- 
ing to settlers on vacant public domain, pre-emption privileges,” 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to re- 
port, that the object of the bill seems to beto extend the pre-emp- 
tion law for a longer period of time. Upon examination of the 
act referred to, we find, however, that the benefits. of the act ex- 
tend te an indefinite period; and, not being apprised of any ne- 
cessity ofa change of the law, your committee have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House, and to ask that they be 
discharged from its further consideration. 


_ Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come np 
in its regular order. + 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the resolution concerning the employment. 
of two or more> draftsmen, &c., have had the. same under con- 
sideration, and, conceiving that its consideration more appro- 
priately belongs to.the committee on.the Land Office, they have 
instructed me to requestits refererice to said.committee. 


Report received, and. the resolution. laid. upon. the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman ofthe committee on: Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: a `: 
The committee on Engrossed Bils have examined a billio 
be entitled “An act fo prevent the burning ofthe, woods and’ 
rairies ;” 
A. bill to. be entitled “Anact making additional donations of 
-Iand, for the purposes of Education ;” 
A. “Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs or the legal 
representatives of R. G. Hall, deceased ;? 
A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate Cass Academy ;” 
A “Joint resolution for the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, 
who was disabled. for life in the service of the country ;’’ 
A bill to be entitled’ “An. act for the relief of Isaac Delaney ;” 
A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the organization 
of new counties p” 
A bill to be entitled an- act for the relief of persons who have . 
aid government dues on field notes, which were subsequently 
withdrawn ;” t 
A “Joint resolution for therelief of J. Harris Catina” 
A “Jointresolution aunthrizing the transfer of one-half of a 
eertain lot inthe city of Austin, on certain conditions ;” 
A bill to be entitled “An act regulating Ferries ;”-and, 
& bill to be entitled “An act authorizing the holders of un- 
located Balances of certificates, in certain cases, to locate them;” 
and find the same correctly engrossed.. 


Report accepted. 
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Mr. Fields, chairman’ of a Select Committee, made the fol. 
lowing report: ` 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled “An act, to establish a registry of brands for neat cat- 
tle, and to regulate the branding thereof ;”- -and 

«An act respecting brands in certain Districts,” have had the 
same under consideration, and, believing it inexpedient to `pass 
either of said bills, have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House, and to ask that they be laid upon the table. 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 


Op motion of Mr. Cunningham, ` 

Mr. Stewart, of Gonzales, was added to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Mr. Stewart, of Gonzales, was added to the committee on, 
Public Lands. . 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Mr. Stewart, of Gonzales, was added tọ the committee pn 
State Affairs. 


Mr. Haynie introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Adjutant General be requested to furnish 
this House with a statement of the number of citizens now in 
the service-of the country. as volunteers, and-of what county 
they are citizens: Also, the number of citizens discharged from 
the companies of Captains Ross, Grumbles, Highsmith, and 
McCulloch, and of what counties they are citizens. ‘ 


Resolution laid upen the table one day for consideration. 


Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to encour: . 
age the destruction of wolves, panthers and wild-cats. 


Bill read a first time. 
44 
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s Mr. Epperson introduced a “ Jòint resolution protesting 
against the organization of a separate Government by the au- 
thorities of the United States, within the State of Texas.” 


Joint resolution read a first time. 


Mr. Epperson moved that the rule of the House which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis, of L., Davis, offR., Eddy, Ep- 
person, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis 
Miller, of C., Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Rayner, Renfro, 
Reagan, Robertson, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stewart of 
Gonzales, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, Whiteand Wi- 
lie—39. f . 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Carothers, Cunningham, Miller 
a H., MeCown, Rains, Runnels, Stuart of Galveston and Tay- 
or—20. 


The bill was then redd a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 

Referred to the committee on State Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


Mr. Willie’s substitute for the resolution offered by Mr. Bry- 
an, being under consideration when the House adjourned, was 
again taken up. 

Mr. Mc Cown moved that it be made the special order of 
the day for Monday next. 

Mr. McNeill moved thatthe substitute be laid upon the table 

Mr: Eddy moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, p 
mm. 
Motion lost. 
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Mr. ‘Cunningham moved that the substitute be laid upon fhe 
table. i - an l 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Haynle moved.that-the House adjourn until 3 o’clock, p. 
-M 


Motion lost. 


The yeas and nays ‘were then called on the adoption of Mr 
Cunningham’s motion, and stood as:follews: - 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Carothers, Crump, Canningham, Davis of L., Eddy, 
Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Miller-of H., Mosely, 
McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, 
Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, Webb, Winkler «and White 
—30 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher, Davis-of R, Ed- 
wards, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Pease, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Sterne, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart ef 
‘Gonzales, Truit, Walling, Wheeler and Willie—21. 


Motion carried. 


- Mr. Bourland moved that the reports of the majority and mi- 
nority of the committee on the Land Office, be taken up. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Bourland moved that 500 copies of the reports be print- 
ed in pamphlet form. l 
The yeas and nays were called -on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, and stood as follows : ~ - 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Crump 
Cunningham, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Mosely, Me- 
Cown, New Perry, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Winkler and 

ite-—19, 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bnrroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutch- 
‘et, Davis of L., Davis of R, Edwards, Epperson, Haynie, Lew- 


is, Lott, Lyons; Miller of C, Miller ofH., McNeill, Pease, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, ‘Runnels, Web! 
Stuart, of Gali, Stewart of Gon, Taylor, Truit, Web 
Walling, Wheeler and Willie—32. 

Motion lost. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the reports be laid upon the 
table. 


Motion earried. 


On motion of Mr. Webb, 


- 


The House adjourned until to-morrow: morning,- 10 o'clock. 


æ 
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House of Representatives, 
ee February 18th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to: ae ne 
‘The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: * 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Ca- 
rethers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L, Davis, 
of Rọ, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, ° Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeiman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of G., Mil- 
ler of H., Mosely, McCown, MeNeill, Neal, , Perry, Rayner, 
Rains, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Stout, Stewart, 
of-Gon., Taylor; Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, W heeler 
and White. 


A quorum being present, 


~ . Tie Journal. of the: «preceding day avas read and i ed 2; 
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A-message wa8-teceived from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body :” 
` A bill to be entitled “An-aet to establish the University of 
Eastern Texas” . . 
A bill:to be entitled “An act for the relief of James [Stewart-” 
A bill to be entitled “Anact to provide for.the enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the-State of Texas, for the year 1848 :” 
A bill to be entitled. “An act to establish the Judicial Bis- 
‘tricts of the District Court ? and- ` o 
~ A bill to be entitled “An act to require the Commissioner 
of the General Land Offiee, to charge fees for business done 
in his office, where the State is not concerned.” 


Mr. Willie moved that the communication from the Cem- 
missioner of the General Land office,be spread upon the Jour- 
mals -of the House. 

‘Motion dost. 


Mr. Bogart presented the petition ofthe citizens ef Graysen 
-county,remonstrafing against the removal of the county seat, 
or the change of the county lines of said county. 


On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries, witheut reading. 


* 


of Grayson county. 
On motion, the petition was-referred to the committee on 
‘County Boundaries, without reading. 


Mr. Shannon,.dlso,, presented a petition from the-eitizens 


Mr. Reagan presented the petition of Thos. G. Gardner. 
.On motian, the petition was referred to-the committee on 
Hinance, without reading. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the’ committee on Enrelled 
Bills, made the following report: + 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined— 

An act to organize the militia of Newton. county +. 

‘An act to create the county of Gillespie : 

A. joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of tke Gene- 
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ral Lanë Office to. issue a patent in the name of the heirs of 
Wm. P. Nunn: and 

A joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the: United States, to. - 
procure additional mail service : 

And find the same correctly enrolled! And, having been 
signed& by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
- the President of the- Senate. they were, this day, presented to: 
His Excelleney the Governor, for his approval.. 

Report accepted: £ 


— 


On motion of Mr. Crutcher;. 
Mr. Stewart,of Gonzales, was added to the committee on En- 
grossed Bills. 


Leave was granted to Mr. Walling to withdraw the petition: 
of Horace L. Upshur, from the committee to which it was ori- 


ginally referred. i 


Mr. Lyons moved that the petition.be referred to a select 
committee. ; 


Motion carried: 


"Phe Speaker then appointed’ Messrs. Lyons, Walling, Truit, 
Webb and Stewart, of Gonzales; to constitute said committee. 


On motion, the House proceeded to the orders of the day. 


À bilk to be entitled “an act to regulate the trial of suits for 
title to. land,” being the special. order of the day, was taken up.. 


Question pending on the engrossment of the bill. 


The Speaker announced: that Mr. Cunningham: was entitled: 
to the floor. 


Mr. Mcownm in: the chair: 


Mr. Bryan offered the follo wing as an amendinent to tHe bill’, 
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é 
“Provided that the provisions of this act shall not be so con- 
strued as to affect prejudicially, or operate against, any grant, 
or claim to land, derived under and from the Empresarios, $. 
F. Austin’and Greene De Witt; or any grant or claim to land, 
made to said Empresarios, or, through them, to their colonists, 
by Spain, Mexico, Coahuila and Texas.” 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Burroughs. Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley, Edwards. Harde- 
man, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis,Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Sterne, Stuart, 
of Gal, Stewart, of Gon., Truit, Webb, Walling,- Wheeler, 
White and Willie—32. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Cunningham, 
Davis of R., Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goede, Lott, 
Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Reagan, Rai- 
ley, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, and 
Winkler—25. : 


o 


Amendment adopted. 


Mr. Pease offered the following, as an amendmenf, to beat 
tached to the end of the bill: l 


“Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not apply 
to any grant of land, to a colonist, under any of the coloniza- 
tion contracts made with the government of Mexico, or with 
the State of Coahuila and Texas.” 


Amendment adopted. : 


Mr. Armstrong offered a substitute for the bill and amend- 
ments. | ` i 

Substitute read. 

‘On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The bill, amendments and substitute were ordered to lie on 
the table, to: be made the, special order of the day for Monday 
next, 3 ae 
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The resolution to go into the election ofa Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, on the 19th inst, was taken up and 
read. p 

Mr. Cunningham moved that thé resolution be adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Sterne, 
‘Fhe House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o’slock, 


Question pending on the adoption of the resolution. 


= 


_ House of Representatives, 
Austin, February 17th, 1848. - 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Mestss. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong,’ Bogart, Burroughs 
Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis, of L., Davis of R., Dooley; 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Hardiman, Liaynie, Kee- . 
nan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely 
McCown, McNeill, Pease, Perry; Potter, Reagan, Raynier 
Renfro, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne. Taylor, 
‘Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie. 

$ 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted, 
Mr. Reagan presented a petition from the citizens of Upshur 


co anty. 


On motion the: petition was referred to ihe committee on 
County Beundaries, without reading. 
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Mr. Mosely presented a petition fronr the citizens of Titus 
county. 


On motion, the petitien was-referred ‘to the committee on 
County Boundaries, without reading. 
X ® 


Mr. Pease, chairman of ‘the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following repart : 


The committee on the Judiciaty; to whem Was referred a 
þill te be entitled “an act defining the manner of trying the 
-right of, property levied -æn -by execution, sequestration or at- 
tachment, when claimed -by-a person-not.a party-to such execu- 
tion, sequestration. or - attachment,”: have had the same under 
«onsideration,and have prepared a substituie, which is-here- 
with submitted ; and which the committee have directed me 
to reportto the House,:and to recornmend:its passage. 


‘Report received, 


And the-bill and «substitute laid npen-the table, to come u 
in regular order. 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee-on education, made © 
the following report: 


The comniittee on education, to whom was referred the me. 
morial of Baylor University, asking a-donation of land to-said 
University; have had the same under censideration, and doubt 
the policy of giving lands te particular institutions, or corpo- 
rations, unless the same could be extended.to all ethers of a 
similar kind, in the State. 

The object is‘'good, and ifthe public domain: can be. appro- 
- priated%therwise, than in the liquidation of the debt-of the 
State. Your committee would be pleased to-see-it ased for 
the promotion of education. Under the circumstances, how- 
ever, they are compelled to report the memorial back to the 
House, without recommending any action thereon, but with 
the request that they be -relieved from the further:considera- 
ition of it. : 4 
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Report: received, and 


The memorial laid upon the table, to come up in-its regular 
order.. ; 
fa 


— 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engressed bills, 
made the following report: 


The committée on engrossed bills, have examined a bill te 
be entitled “an act to provide for deducting from salaries of 
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, and District At- 
torneys of this State, who may fail or neglect the perform- 
ance of certain. duties assigned them by law.” 

A “joint resolution, validating the election of Mayor and 
Recorder of the city of New Brunfels.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Jacob Winfree to 
adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his lawful child.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to require all Mayors and Re- 
- eorders of incorporated towns and cities, to-call a jury in the 
trial of causes, when the accused is subject under the law, to 
fine and imprisonment, or either.” ~- 

A bill to be entitled “an act appropriating certain fines ang . 
forfeitures, &ze.™ ; 

A bill to be entitleđ.“an aet to amend an act for the relief 
ef master builders and mechanics of Texas,’ approved June 
23d, 1837. 

r A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Thomas J. 
tell.” 

A: bill fo be entitled “au act to define the boundaries of Co- 
mal county;” and 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act creating the | 
. county of Polk,” approved March 30th, 1846. 

And find the same correctly engrossed.. i 
Report accepted. i 


ennil 


Mr. Walling one of the special committee, made the follow- 
ing report: ; 


\ 
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The special committee, to whom: was referred the memorial 
ef H. M. Smith, praying for relief, have had the same under 
consideration, and beg leave to report, that they could con- 
ceive of no claim that could be presented. to. them, which 
would appeal more directly to their sense of justice, as well as- 
their sympathy and humanity. All of the evidence before the 
eommittee shows clearly, that the memorialist has been per- 
manently disabled for life,.by a wound. received in battle, 
whilst nobly defending his country, and protecting women and 
children, from. the tomahawk and scalpingknife. Thisdact is 
personally known to some ofthe committee, who had the hon~- 
or to serve in the same campaign with Mr. Smith, and wit- 
nessed his gallant bearing in battle, and his subsequent suffer- 
ing. His inability to labor, for the -support of his family, on: 
account of his misfortune, and the fact, that ere long, with- 
out the relief prayed for should be granted, he may become - 
dependent upon the cold charity of the world for a subsist-- 
ance, justifies the committee in offering the accompanying: 
Joint Resolution, ond recommending its passage: 


A “Joint Resolutiom forthe relief. of H. M. Smith.” ” 

Joint Resolution read: a first time.. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to be entitled’ “an act for 
the relief of Doctor: Thomas P. Anderson, Surgeon. in. the:late: 
Navy of Texas.” 


Bill read a first time:. 


Mr. McNeill introduced: a bill ta: be entitled’ “an act for the 
reliefof Ann Terrell.” 


_ Bill read a first time. 


Mr. McNeill moved that the rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days,be suspended. 


2 


Motion: carried.. * 


The bill was ther read a second time. 
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Mr. Neal moved thatthe-bill be-referred:to-the commfitee 
on:claims.and accounts. 


“Motion lost. 


= 


Mr. Gruteher‘tmoved to amend the bill as follows: 
‘Provided, That five hundred-dollars only,-shall be paid up- 
-n the passage of this act, and the’ balance -at any time, after 
the Ist day of January, 1849, when there is enough money: dn 
the Treasury, net.etherwise-appropriated, to pay the same” 


‘Amendment adepted. | 

Mr. Saddler-in:the Chair. i 
Mr. Keenan- moved thatthe bilt be-engrossed, 

Mr. ‘Willie moved iata call of the House be made. 


“Motion carried. 


-Mr. Mosely moved that the call of the House be suspended. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Webb moved that the call of the House be suspended. 
Motion lost. 


Mr. Stuart of Gilesin, moved that the House adjourn un- 
Hil 10 o "elock, to-morrow morning. 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the names of the absentees be 
entered on the journal. 


Mr. Eddy moved that the House adjourn until 100 "clock, to- 
morrow morning. 


+ 


aces lost. 


e 
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Mr. Davis of Liberty, moved that the call ofthe House be 


suspended. i 


Mr. McCown moved that the House adjourn until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. i : 
g 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Davis of Liberty, moved that the House adjourn until 
30 clock, p- mM.. % 


Motion lost. 


Mr. McNeill moved that the House adjourn, until 2 o’clock, 
p. m. : 


Motion lost» 


Mr. McCown moved that the House adjourn, until half-past 
2 o'clock, p. m. : 


Motion lost. 
Mr. Bogart moved that the call of the House be suspended.. 


_ Motion carried. 


A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
through the hands of ‘his Private Secretary, Col. Hatch. 


Question: Shall the bill, now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed? : 


The yeas and nays were ealled on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Crump» 
Crutcher, Davis of. L., Davis of R., Dooley, Epperson, Fields. 
_ Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of H., 
Mosely, MeCown, McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, 
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ty, 


Robertson, Railey, ‘Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart of Galves- 
ton, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler and Wheeler—36. 
+ 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, 
Cunningham, Eddy, Edwards, Hardeman,. Lyons, Miller of 
©., Neal, Perry, Rains, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stuart of 
Gonzales, Webb, White and Willie—20. ® 

Bill ordered to be engrossed. 


* 


Mr. Bryan moved that Mr. Pease be excused from voting 
on the question. 


Motion dost. 

On motion of Mr: Allen, the communication from the Gov- 
ernor was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Stuart of Galveston, the communication 
was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 


‘The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p.m. ~ 


+ 


"3 o'clock, p. m. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, - 
And quorum found present. 


A bill to be entitled “an act'to regulate the trial of suits 
for title to land;” being the special order of the day.” 


Was taken up, together with a-substitute therefor. 


$ 
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The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of tke sub- 

stitute, and stood as follows: , + i 
e 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, 
Cramp, Cunningham, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mose- 
ly, McNeill, Neal Perry, Rayner, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Shaw, Stout, Taylor, Webb and Winkler—29. 


Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Bryan, Davis of L., Dooley, Ed- 
avards, Lyons, Pease, Rains, Robertson, Stuart of Galveston, 
Stuart of Gonzales, Trùit, Walling and White—14. 


ES 


Substitute adopted. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the bill be engrossed. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by that body, of a bill, to be entitled 
“an act to authorize the opening, &c., of a turnpike road from 
the city of Hauston, to the Brazos river;’ with amendments. 


Mr. Cunningham being in possession of the floor, gave way 
for Mr. Willie to make -a motion to adjourn. 


A communication was announced by the Speaker, from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Gffice. ` 


e 
ki 


Communication read. 


On motion-of Mr, Willie, i 
The House adjourned until 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 
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: ; ~House of Representatives, - 
Austin, February 19th, 1848. 
* i 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong; Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an; Crump, Crutcher, Davis of La, Davis of R, Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C, Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, McNeill,Neal, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, 
Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Stewart of Gslveston, Stuart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler; Wheéler, White Willie and Wren. 


A quorum being present, 
The journafof the preceding day was read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, 

Mr. Cordova, who was elected to fill the vacancy occasion- 

_ed by the death ef the hon. M. T- Redgers, of Harris:county 
came forward, presented his credentials, and took the oat- 

and his seat. - 


A communication was read from Messrs. Armstrong, Fields, 
McNeill, Reagan and Goode, relative to the Commissioner of 
the-General Land Office. 


& 


Mr. Taylor moved that the communication be spread on the 
Journals of the House of Representatives. 


Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


_ The communication was read and Jaid on the table. 
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Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 


The committee on engrossëd bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “an act for the relief of Ann Terrell, widow and 
relict of George W. Terrell, dec’d. 

An act to create the county of Williamson. 

A bill to be entitled an act to ineorporate the Republican 
Academy in the county of Harrison. 

' An act to define the boundaries‘ of the county of Austin. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Re; 
fugio. 

‘An act forthe relief of Alfred Briggance. 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 


Report accepted. 


Mr. McNeill introduced a.bill to be entitled an act forthe 


reliet’ of Joseph G. Shepherd, late sheriff of. Montgomery 
county. 


Ms, McCown moved to suspend the rule and the bill be 
read asecond time. 


~ 


Lost. 
On motion. of Mr. Fields, 
The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 


The resolution to go into the élection of the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, on the 19th inst., being ‘the special 
order of the day, ; , 


‘Was taken up. 
Mr. Fields moved to strike out 19th and insért: 24th. 


ed 


- Mr. Rayner moved to insert 26th inst. 


= 


Carried, é 


On motion of Mr. McCown, 


45 
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“At 11 o'clock, A. M.,” was inserted. 


Question on the adoption of the resolution, as amended, was 
then taken up, and 


Carried. 


Mr. Bourland introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That it shall be a standing rule of the House of 
Representatives, for the remainder of the present session, that 
bills on their third reading, shall first be read when the orders 
of the day are taken up. 


Ordered to lay on the table one day for consideration. 
Joint resolution appropriating one hundred dollars for the 
purpose of procuring a map of Shelby county. 


€ 
L3 


Mr. Truit moved its engressment. 
Mr. Miller of Houston, moved to refer to the committee on 


the Land Office. 
Lost. 


“Mr. Fields moved to refer to the committee on Finance. 


Lost. 


Question on the engrossment was then taken, and 


a #, 
i4 


Carried. K ; 


Mr. Haynie moved to take up the resolution requiring the 
Adjutant Generdl to furnish certain information. 


Lost. i 7 


A bill to be entitled an act better to define the boundaries 
of Walket county; 


Read a third time and passed. 
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À bill to be entifled an act authorizing Wm. E.’Crump to 
establish a turnpike road from the city of Houston to the 
Brazos river, with amendments from the:Senate, ‘which were 
read and concurred in. * i . 

A bill supplementary to an act to provide for the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants.of the State of Texas, approved April 
ith, 1846. i 


Read. 
‘On miofion of Mr. Gilliam, 


Ordered to be engrossed. ' 


A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the Board of Land 
Commissioners in each.county in this State, from issuing cer- 
tificates to any claiment whatsoever, unless the applicait or 
claimant shall prexiously thereto, have-received a conditional 
certificate from some competent Board; 


The substitute offered by the’Senate, read. ` 


Mr, Miller of Houston, moved to refer te the-committee on 


the Land Office. 


Lost. 


Mr. Miller of Houston, moved to refer the bill to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. i 


Lost. 


Mr. Davis of Robertson, meved to refer the bill to the com- 
mittee on public lands. ' 


Lost. 


3 


On motion of Mr. Lott, 
“The substitute was adopted. Po » 
A bill to be-entitled an act to authorize Jacob F. Winfree te 
adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his lawful child. > 


Read.a third time and passed. o 
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A bill to be entitled an act to provide for -deductions from 
the salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District Courts and 
District Attorneys of the State, who,may neglect the perform- 
ance of certain duties assigned them by law. i 


Mr. Carothers moved to read bi£ caption. 


Lost. i ‘4 


Mr. Stuart of Galveston moved its referrence.to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 


Lost. 


Question on the final passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays being called for, stood 


Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Carothers, Crump, Davis of- R. 
Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardèman, Lott, Miler of 
©., Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Neal. Perry, Reagan, Run- 
nels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Webb, Walling, White and Wren—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Cordova, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley, Edwards, 
Hiddy, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Millican, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Renfro, Robertson, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of 
Gonzales, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie—26. 


Passed. 


Joint resolution to validaté the election of Mayor. and Al 
derman for the city of New Braunfels. 


Read a third time and passed. 

À bill to be entitled an act to. require all Mayors and Re- 
corders of incorpérated towns and cities, to call a jury in the, 
trial-of eanses, when the accused.is subject under ‘the law to 
fine and imprisonment, or either. 


Read a third time and passed. 
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Mr. McNeill. moved to'tàke ‘up ‘a bill to be entitled an act 
‘to organize the Judicial districts. - 


Lost. 


á 


An act to amend an act entitled an act for the relief of 
master builders and mechanics of Texas, approyed January 
23d, 1839. 


Read a third time and -passed. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas J. Stell. 


Read a third time and passed. , 


A bill to define the boundaries of Comal county. 


Read athird time by its caption, and 
On motion of Mr. Davis of Reberson, and 


Passed. 


-À bill to amend an act to create the county of Polk, ap- 
‘proved March 30th, 1846. 


Was on inotion of Mr. Davis of Liberty, ` 
Read by its caption, a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled'an act te provide for the printing of the 
Laws and Journals of the State of Texas, 
With the report of the committee en public printing. 


a 


Report read and adopted. 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorperate the Goliad Statis 
tical Society, was 


On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 


Read by its caption a second time, and réferred to the com - 
mittee on education. 


A Bill to be entitled an act for the punishment of illegal 
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voting, and fer other purposes, with. the report of committee: 
on privileges and elections. 


Report read and adopted. 


Report of the committee on State Affairs, to whom had Been: 
referred the petition of sundry citizens, relative to trading posts- 
on the frontier, recommending that no action be now taken on 
the petition: 


Was read, and report adopted. 


A bill to be entitled: an act better to define marital rights, 
with a substitute offered by the judiciary committee. 


Read. 

Substitute adopted, and’ 
On motion of Mr. Webb,. 
Ordered to be engrossed. 


A, bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Sumerville and 
ethers.. 


Read, and 
On motion of Mr. McNeill, 
Laid on the table.. 


A bill to be entitled an act to- incorporate the Western Texas: 
Orphan Asylum, with amendments offered’ by the committee 


on state affais. 
Were read. 


Amendments adopted, and * 
On motion of Mr. Dooley, 
Was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to. beentitled an act to TROPOS the city of Nacog™ 
doches, with substitute.. 


Read, and 
On motion of Mr. Winkler, 
Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to défine the ‘sanders of tlie 
county of Refugio. 
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` (a . 
Read a second time, and, ' | 
On motion of Mr. Neal, ' 


Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the removal of the 
Supreme Court.. 


Read a.second time, and: 
On motion of Mr. Epperson, - 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 


A bill to be entitled an act to suppress ‘treating by candi- 
dates for public offices. 


Read a second time. 


Mr. Lott moved to refer the bill to the committee omthe 
Penitentiary. 


Lost. 


Mr. Stewart of Galveston. moved to refer the bill to the 
Judiciary committee. 


Lost.. 


Mr. Webb moved to refer the bill to a select, committee. 
Carried. t p 


The Chair appointed Messrs.. Webb, Wheeler, Walling» 
Taylor, Crutcher and Keenan said committee. 


The report of the committee on publie lands, recommending ` 
that the petition of Ambrose Repley, be laid on the table. 


Read and adopted. 


À. bill to be entitled an act to repeal the 11th section of an 
act entitled an act supplementary to an act to detect fraudu- 
fent land certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to 
legal claimants. . 


Read a second time. 
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Mr. Runnels moved the Bill be Pere 
Mr. Lewis moved it be referred to the Judiciary Committee, 


Carried. 


A Bill to be entitled An Act to establish the county seat of 
Denton county ; ; with amendments from the Senate. 


Read and ee eee concurred in. 


Joint Resoltition in behalf of Edward A. Weyman, ʻa resi- 
dent citizen of the county of Nueces; with amendments from 
the Senate. 


Read and amendments concurred in. 


å bill to be enetig An Act for the relief of Jesse Cart- 
wright. 


Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled An Actto amend the 2d section of An 
Act to incorporate the town of Paris, in the county of Lamar: 
approved. Feb. 8d, 1845. 


+ 


Read a first time. 


Joint Resolution for the safe keeping of the Capitol after 
the adjournment of the Legislature. 


Read a second time. 


Mr. Haynie moved to strike out“some person,” and insert 
“Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives.” 


Carried, and the Resolution adopted. 


Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor 
to employ some competent person to digest the laws. 


Read a first time. 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate the process of 
Land Patents: 


+ 
kg 


Read a first time. 


A bill to be entitled An Act to regulate proceedings in cases 
of forcible entry and detainer: Read, and 


« 


On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 
-Ordered to be engrossed. 


~‘ 


Mr. Cramip introdtiéed a bill to bė én ititled ‘An Act authorizing 
the Governor to employ council in certain cases therein 
naméd : Also, 

À bill to be entitled An Act defining certain crimes, and 
“affixing the’ penalties thereto.: 


Read a ‘first time. 


A bill to be entitled An Act for the compensations of District 
Attorney, for prosecuting suits in favor of the State against 
Colony. Contractors : 


Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Michael 
Short : 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


A bill to be entitled An Act to repeal the 18th section of an 
Act to incorporate the city of Austin; ‘passed, 11th May, sade 


Read a second time, and 
Qn motion of Mr. Haynie, 
Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
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A bill to beéntitled An Act to amend.an Act. supplementary 
to an Act to detect fraudulent Land Certificates ; passed at the 
fifth Congress of the Republic of Texas : 

Read a second time, and if 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Ordered to. be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to establish the Galveston and. 
Red River Railway Company : 


pam 


Read a third time, and passed by the following vote : 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of R., Dooly, Ed. 
wards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie. Keenan, 
Lewis, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely, McNeal, Neal, 
Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson. Saddler, Shannen, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, 
Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler and Wren—42., 


Nays—Messis. Speaker, Lyons, Millican, Perry, Rains, Ren. 
fro, Runnels, White and Willie—9, ‘ 


A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Patrick Reeles:. 
Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Robertson, 


Passed to its third reading. 


Report of the Select Committee, to whom had been referred’ 
a bill to repeal the 3d section of an Act regulating the license 
and practice of Attorneys, recommending that said bills be laid. 
on the table: 


Read and adopted. 


‘A: bill to be entitled An Act to establish the county seat’ of. 
the county of Cameron: 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Davis of R.. 


Ordered 10 be engrossed. 


1 
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By leave, Mr.. Pease made the following report : 


The Committee on the Judiciary te whom was referred a 
Resolution of the House, of Representatives, requiring said. 
committee to enquire into the expediency of revising and 
amending.an Act entitled an. Act to organize Justices’ Courts . 
and to define the power and jurisdiction. of the same, have had 
said Act under consideration, and believing that many changes 

, are required in the Act referred to, they have drawn up `a bill to 
be entitled An Act to organize Justices’ Courts and. to define 
the power and the jurisdiction of the same, which they recome- 
merid to the favorable considration of the House : 


Read and received 5. to: come up in order.. 


= Cee 


A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Lewis Thunar... 


Read a second time, and A 
On motion of Mr. Fields, 


Ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Crutcher moved that the House adjourn, until Monday 
~ morning, 10 o’clock. . - 


t 


Lost.. 


A'bill to be entitled An Act to amend the 1st, 2d and: 4th: 
sections of an Act to regulate the license and practice of Attor- 
neys and Counsellors at Law; approved, May 12, 1846, with 
a substitue offered by the Select Committee : 


Read, and the substitute adopted, and 
On motion of Mr. Reagan, 


Ordered to be engrossed. 


~ 


A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of James Colen. 


Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Haynie, 


Ordered to be engrossed.. 
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By leave; Mr. Armstrong madè the following report: 


The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill 
- to be entitled An Act establishing the liabilities of drawers.and 
endorsers of bills of exchange and promissory notes, have had 
the same under consideration, and beleve that such a law is 
necessary, with an amendment, and recommend the passage of 
‘the same with the fallowing Smendenent : 

‘Add to the 6th section the following : 

Provided, the 4th, 5th and 6th section us of this Act shall extend 
‘only to contracts between’ merchant and merchant, their factors 
and agents: 


Read and ordered to come up in order. 


A bill to be entitled‘An Act regulating marks and brands: 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Reagan moved to strike out the 7th section. 
Lost. 
Mr. Keenan moved that the bill be engrossed. 
. Carried. 


A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Joseph Shaw: 
Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

Referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 


The report of the Committee on Public Lands on the petition 
of Wm. T. Jackson: z 


Read and adopted, 
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Joint Resolution for the relief of S. L. Johnson; 
Read a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled An Act to organize the militia of Santa 
Fe: i 
Read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Walling, 
Passed to a third reading: 


A bill to be entitled An Act regulating the sale of runaway 
slaves : : 
_ Read a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Walling, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled An Act to define the Southern. boundary 
line of Collin and Denton counties: 


Read a third time and passed, 


A bill to be entitled An Act to create the county of Delta: 
Read, and oo f a 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

Indefinitely postponed. 


The report of the committee on Public Lands on the petition 
„of James Crossland, recommending said petition be laid on 


the table : 
Read and adopted. 


A message was received from. the Senate -informing the 
House of Representatives, that the Senate had adopted a substi- 
tute for the bill to create the county of Hays ; 


‘A bill to be entitled An Actto provide for the establishment 
of Free Public Schools: 


On motion of Mr. Bryan, 
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“Made the special order of the day for Tuesday next. 
A bill to be entitled An Act forthe relief of Dr. Thomas P, 


Anderson, deceased : 
Read a second: time, and 


On motion of Mr. ‘Miller of H., 
Referred to the committee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. Eddy, 
Mr. DeCordova, was added to -the committee on Publie 
Lands. ; 


On motion of Mr. Stuart of Galveston, 
Mr. DeCordova was added to the committee-on Finance, 


The report of the committee on Public Lands on the petition - 
of A. B. Harwood, recommending that the petition be laid.on 
. the table: 


Read and adopted. . 
A bill to be entitled An Act regulating ‘the trial of property 


levied upon by execution, sequestration and attachment; with 
the substitute offered by the Judiciary Committee: 
Read, and substitute adopted, and 
On motion of Mr. Pease, 
Ordered to be-engrossed. 


- ‘A bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the town of San 
-Augustine : : 
Read a second time, and 


On motion of Mr. Edwards, 
*Ordered to be engrossed. 


The report of thé committee on Education, recommending 
“that no action be taken on the petition from the Baylor Uni 
“versity : : 


Read and adopted. 
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A bill to be entitled An Act to create the county of Hays; 
was a substitute offered by the Senate. a 


‘Read and substitute adopted. 


Mr. Stewart of Gonzales, moved:to réfer the pill to a select 
committee, ` ' , 


On motion of Mr. Robertson, 
The House adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o'clock. 


r 


House of Representatives, 
“Austin, February 21st, 1848. - 


“The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Theroll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Carothers, Crump, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCor- 
dova, Dooley, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam. Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of Houston, 
Millican, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Ren- 
fro. Reagan, Robertson,. Runnels, Saddler. Shaw, Sterne, 
ies Taylor, Trait, Webb, Winkler, Wheeler, White and 

Ten, 


= 


A quorumbeing found present, poo 
The Journal of the 19th inst. was read and adopted. 


Mr. Robertson presented the petition of A. B. Gray. 
‘On motion of Mr. Robertson, 
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at 


The petition was referred to a select, committee, 

The Speaker appointed, 

Messrs. Robertson, Fields, Rains, Stewart.of Gonzales, and 
Miller of Colorado, to constitute said committee. 

Mr. DeCordova presented the petition 6f Alexander Er- 

ving. ` 

Mr. DeCordova moved that the petition bereferred’to a se- 
lect committee. 


Motion lost. 


4 
* 


Mr. Crutcher moved that the petition be referred’ fo the se- 
lect committee, just raised by the House. 


Motion. earried. 


On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

Mr. DeCordova was added to said committee. 

Mr. Cunningham-presented the petition of the citizens of 
alhoun county. oye a8 i? ý 

On motion, i 

The petition was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. DeCordova presented the petition of C..B. Cogswell. 

On motion, i " 

The petition was referred to the committee on Publi¢ Lands, 


awe 


— 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
made the following report:. 


The committee on the Judiciary; to. whom was referreda 
bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the 2nd and 4th sections of 
an act, requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Of 
fie to issue patents on unconditional headright certificates for 
land, approved, May the 12th; 1846,” have had the same un- 
der consideration, and believe the act should be amended as 


follows: : i 
; “yg 
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` First amendment. 
Strike out of the title, the words, “second and,” 


Second amendment: 


? 


“second and.” - 
With these amendments, the committee recommend the bill 

to the favorable consideration of the House. a 
Report received, and the bill and amendments laid upon the 

table to come up in-their regilar order. 


In the 2d line of the 1st Sec. strike out the following words 


+ 


amare 


Mr. Potter, one.of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the Galveston City Com- 
pany, to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the city 
of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authorities 
to use one of the Public Squares of said city, for city and 
county buildings,” have had the same under consideration, and 
fromthe information before said committee, they are of opin-. 
ion that the bill should be passed; and have instructed me to 
report the same back to the House,-without amendment, and 
to recommend its passage. E 


_ Report received, and the bill laid upon. the.table to come up 
initsregular order. ` a a 


A-message was received from the Senate, informing the 


House of the passage of the following bills and Joint Resolu- 
tion by that body. . Are 


A bill to be entitled “an act, to define, more correctly.the 
boundaries of DeWitt county.” : eed E 
46 


` 
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A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of Mont- 

omer 

And ¢ a bill to be entitled “an act to establish the county seat 
of Grimes county.” 

[All of which bills. originated in ‘he House of Represen- 
tatives, and were passed by the Senate - without amendment.] 

A “Joint Resolution, instructing our Senators and request- 
ing our Representatives in the Congress ofthe United States, 
to procure the passage of an act concerning the establishment 
of a temporary line of Military Posts, and relative to trade and 
intercourse with Indians.” 

Also, that the following. bills, which originated in the House 
of Representatives, had been passed by the | Senate, with a- 
mendments: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to locate permanently the seat 
of Justice of DeWitt county.” 

A bill to'be entitled “an act supplementary to an act enti- 
tled an act to create the county of Smith, approved, April the 
11th, 1846;” and 

A bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Kant. 
man.” : 


Mr. Carothers, chairman, of the committee on county boun- 
daries made the following report. > 


The committee on county boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red a bill to be entitled “an act to create the county of Cooke,” 
have had the same under consideration, and finding no objec- 
tion to the bill, a majority of said committee, have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House, and to respectfully re- 
commend its passage. 


Report received, and the billlaid upon the oe to come up 
in its regular order. ` ‘ 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on -engrossed bills, . 
made the following report. 
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The commiteé on engrossed bills, haye examined a- bill to 
b: entitled “an act io amend the Ist section of an act supple- 
mentary to an act regulating thé sale of runaway slaves, ap- 
proved, January 5th, 1841. 

* “A bill to be entitled “an act regulating marks and brands.” 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of James Cole, assignee of 
R. H. Porter.” PO l 

A bill to be entitled “an actregulating sequestrations;” and 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry, Freight'and Tow Boat Company, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 


Report accepted.. 


—- 


t 


Mr. Lyons, chairman of a select committee made the follow- 
ing report. l 


The select committee to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled “an act for the relief of Horace L. Upshur,” have had the 
same under consideration, and a majority of said committee 
have instructed me to report the bill back tothe -House and 
to recommend its passage. 


Report received, and the billlaid upon the table to come up 
inits regular order. 


—— 


Mr. Davis of Liberty introduced a bill to be entitled “an act 
to change the northern boundary line of Limestone county.” 


Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Pease introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to reserve 
certain lands from location. 


Diala ineine 
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# Mr. Pease moved that the rule ofthe House, which requires 
hills:tto be réad on three several daysbe suspended. 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then ‘réad a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Pease,.referred to the committeeon Pub- 
He Lands. i 


i 


‘Mr. Bogart introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs, be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of devising some plan, by 
which a portion of the Seminary lands, surveyed in Grayson 
county, may be bronght into market; or, ifit be found uncon- 
stitutional to authorize a sale of said Seminary Jands, then to 
enquire as to the propriety of floating a portion of said lands, 
from the county of Grayson to some other portion of the Pub- 
- lic domain. | Gh 


+ 


Resolution adopted. 


Mr. Stuart of Galveston, moved a reconsideration, of the 
vote adopting the report of the committee on State Affairs, in 
relation to a bill to bé entitled “an act to create a Fiscal A- 
gent; and for the better security ofthe revenue.” 


Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Pease, 
The bill -was laid upon the table. 


Mr. Robertson introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved. That the committee on Finance be instructed to 
report to the House,.on to-merrow morning, -relative to the 
bill concerning the outstanding liabilities ofthe late Repub- 
lic of Texas. i 


Resolution rejected. 
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On motion of Mr. McCown, the House preceeded te the-or- 
ders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the trial of suits for 
title to land,” being the special order of the day: 

Was taken up. ; 

On motion of Mr.. Armstrong, the bill was laid upon the ta- 


e 

A bill to'be entitled “an act authorizing and requiring the. 
Commissioner's Courts of counties, to regulate. roads and ap- 
point overseers:” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

Mr. Robertson. moved that the rule of the House, whieh pre- 
vents bills from being amended on their third reading be sus- 
pended. 


Motion carried. 


: Rae Robertson offered the following as an damendinent to 
the bill. " f 


Insert “Public,” before the word “Millers.” 
Amendment adopted. 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be passed, without furfher amendment. 


The House decided in the affirmative. 


A“Jdint Resolution for the benefit of the Texas volunteers, 
ealled into the Service of the country, in the year 1846.” 
Wastaken up, and 


Read a first time. 


ty 


Mr. Epperson moved to take from the table, and place a- 
mong the orders ofthe day, a bill to be entitled “an act to reg- 
ulate the issuance of certificates for land to the soldiers-of the 
Ist Regiment of Infantry of the late Republic of Texas, or their 
assigns. ; 
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Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for raising a J ury 
fand.” 
‘Was taken up, and l 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Wheeler moved the engrossment of the bill. 


Mr. Cunningham in the chair. 


Mr. Miller of Houston offered the following as amendments 
to the bill. 

In the Ist section ‘ef the bill strike out the word “five,” be- 
fore dollars,” and insert “three.” 


In the same section, strike out t the word “three,” and insert , 
í 3 
two. 


Amendments adopted.. 


On motion of Mr. Stout, the bill was 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize and require the 
Secretary of State, to cause all the unbound Enrolled acts and 
Joint Resolutions of the late Republic of Texas, and of the 
first Legislature of the’ State of Texas, to be substantially 
bound, for preservation in his office,” together with an amend- 


ment proposed by the committee on State Affairs, were taken 
vpi and 


* The amendment read and ‘adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Willie, 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to establish a State Library, 
and to create a Library fund:” 

Was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 


A bill to be entitled “an aet to amend an act concerning Di- 
vorce and Alimony:” 
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Was taken up and read a second time, 
. On motion of Mr. Potter, 


*The, bill was referred to the committee on the J udiciary, 

A bill to be entitled “an act to locate the county seat of Gass 
county.” 

Was taken up and ia a first time. f 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of In- 
dian Point. 


Was taken up and read a second time. 


* On motion of Mr. Burroughs, 
“The bill was referred to the committee on the J udiçiary. 
A “Resolution excluding the introduction of any new busi- 
ness into the House, after Friday the 18th inst.” 


Was taken up and read. 


On motion of Mr. Pease, 4 
The resolution was laid upon the table. 
A “Joint Resolution for the relief of Edward Hall:” 


Was taken up and read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Houston Ly- 
ceum:” 

Was taken up and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, >, 

The-bill was referred to the committee on Education. 

` A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act for the relief 
of Jonathan Bird, passed January the 8th, 1845.” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Mosely moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Webb offered the ores as amendment to the bik. 


» 
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After the word “taxes,” insert “due and owing to the State 
of Texas, by said Bird, individually, or by his heirs.” 

Mr. Runnels moved that the sense of the House be taken on 
the previous question. i 


* 


Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of tha 
House, be engrossed ? 


The yeas and nays were called on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows: ? 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Crutcher,Davis, of R., De Cordova, Dooley, Epperson, Fields, 
Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of H., Millican. Mose- , 
ly, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, 
Saddler, Shaw, Stérne, Stout, Stuart, of Gal; Taylor, . Truit, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and White--36. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Carothers, Cunning- 
‘ham, Eddy, Edwards, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller, of C., Pease, 
Perry, Rains, Rayner, Stewart, of Gon., Webb, and Wren—16, 


Carried: and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entifled “an act to incorporate the Galveston Man- 
ufacturing Company,” was taken up, and - 


Read a second time. 


. On motion of Mr. Henderson, 


The bill was referred to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, l 


A bill to be entitled “an act to amend the Ist, 8d and 7th sec- 
tions of an act to define the times of ‘holding the Courts in the 
several Judicial Districts in the State of Texas,” passed May 
the 11th, 1846, was taken up, 


Mr. McCown moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
onthe Judiciary; “ - 


ef 
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Mr. McNeill offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: l 


“In the 3d section, make the first Court conimence at Mont- 


gomery, and continue two weeks. Make- the second Court 
commence at Grimes, and continue one week.” 


Mr. Henderson moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out the word “two,” before “weeks,” at Montgomery, and in- 
serting “one.” 


Motion lost. 


The sense of the House was then. taken; on ‘Mr:-McNeill’s 
amendment. 


Amendment adepted. 


On motion of Mr. Willie, 
Thé bill was ordeted to be engrossed. 


_ My. Sterne moved to take up the bill to be éntitled “an-act to 
‘give to each county its own map and records.” - 


Motion lost. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the benefit cf owners of con- 
ditional headright certificates for land,” was taken up, and: 


Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Davis, of Re, 
The bill was referred to the committee on Public “Lands. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to create the somite of n 
Was ‘taken ` up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Fields moved to fill the blank with “Wood.” 


Mr. McNeill moved that the bill and amendment be peered 
‘othe committee on County Boundaries. 


i 
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Motion carried, and reference made. 


Mr. Pease moved that the bill (which originated in the Sen- 
ate,) to be entitled “an act to reorganize the several Judicial 
Districts of the State,” be taken up. 


‘Motion carried, 


The bill was then taken up, and 
Read a first time. 


Mr. Cunningham moved that the rule of the House which 
requires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 


Motion carried. 


The bill was then read a second time. 


Mr. Bogart moved thatthe bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. Willie moved that the House resolve itself into a com- . 
mittee of the whole. 


Motion carried. i \ 


Mr. Willie in the chair. j 


* 


Mr. Stout méved that the committee of the whole rise, report 
progess, and ask leave to sit again. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Willie, chairman of the committee of the whole, on the 
bill to reorganize the several Judicial Districts of the State, re- 
ported, that they had ee the bill in park and asked leave to 
sit again. 


~ 


a commas 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following repos 
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The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined “An act 
to authorize the opening of a Turnpike Road from the City of 
Houston to the Brazos River” 

And find the same correctly enrolled. And, having been 
signed ‘by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and. 
ihe President of the Senate, was, this day, Benen to His 
` Excelleney the Governor, for his approval. 


Report accepted. t 


t 


esaea 
~ 


Mr. Bourland moved to excuse the committee of the whole 
from the further consideration of the bill reorganizing the Judi- 
cial Districts of the State. 


Motion carried. 


Mr. Sterne moved that the House adjourn until Wednesday 
' morning, 10 o'clock, n 


Motion lost. 


On motion of Mr. Stuart, of Galveston, 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock, 


` House of Representatives, 


z Austin, February 22d, 1848. 
- The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The Roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names : 
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Messrs. Speaker, Armstreng, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Ca- 
zothers, Crump, ‘Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis, 
of R., De Cordova, Eddy, Ædwards, Epperson, Fields, Gil- 
liam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Ly- 
ous, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Rease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, 
Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, of Gal., Stewart,of Gor, 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, 
Willie and Wren. 


A guorum being present, 
The JournaPof the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Neal presented the petition of Andrew J. Yates, admin 
dstrator of the estate of J. Platt Lansing, deceased. 


Referred to the ceammittee.on Military Affairs, without read- 
ang. - 


Mr. Willie presented the following protest against the àc- 
tion of the House on the resolution to permit the Commission- 
erof the General Land Office to answer to the charges made 
geet him by a majority of the committee on the Land OF 

ce: 


b 


The undersigned, availing himself.of his privilege asa mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, asks to spread upon the 
journals his protest against the action ef a majority of the House 
on the 18th inst., upon a resolution giving to the Commission- 
er of the General Jand Office permission to present any facts 
in his possession tending to controvert the statements of the 
majority of the committee-on the Land’ Office, and-against the - 
course taken by'a majority of the House or the same.day, upon 
the reports of the majority and minority of said committee. 
Believing that to have adopted the resolution would have only 
been doing justice toan officer who has heretofore sustained a 
fair reputation, the undersigned feels it his imperative duty to 
himself and his constituents to present in this: formal manner 
his opposition to the action ofthe majority. 
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At an early day of the session, the commitiee on the Land 
Office were instructed by a resolution of the House, to enquire 
what fees had been charged in that office, by whom, and the 
probable amount of the same; by.a subsequent resolution they 
were-further instructed to enquire what-disposition: had been 
made of money received in the, Land Office for patets and. 
land dues, and how the money appropriated to sustain: that de- 
pattmenthad. been used, and in general terms, whether the Com- 
missioner had. been guilty of any malfeasance-im office. After 
a considerable time spent in the investigation, a minority of the 
committee reported, exculpating.the Commissioner from any, 
charge of misconduct in the management of the affairs of the 
office. Subsequently, a majority of the committee reported 
it as the result of their investigation, that there had been on the 
part of the Commissioner, a swilful misapplication of the money 
of the Government, and a general disregard. of law, in conduct- 
ing the business of the office. It is,utinecessary to, recapitulate 
the various charges made against that officer;.it is sufficient to 
say that a majority of the committee expressed:in strong terms 
their disapprobation of the-conduct of the Commissioner, and 
impute to him offences whieh would rénder him not only--un- 
worthy of the confidence of the country, but undeserving the 
respect of any honestman.. The undersigned; after closely. ex- 
amining these reports, differing widely as.they do,is constrain- 
ed to-say, that they do not present facts from which-he.can draw 
asatisfactory conclusion. 

Had every member ofthe committee joined:{in the report of 
the majority, it would still have been proper ‘that the House 
should understand the facts upon whieh the judgment of fhe 
committee -was-based; how much greater then: the necessity 
when there appears so great a diversity of opinion among the- 
members of the same committee, that all and every: fact, and the 
testimony of every witness should have been reported. Itis 
but reasonable to suppose: that the House, in. assigning to a 
committee-of its members.the duty of Investigating the-conduct 
of an officer of the government, desired to acquire information: 
upon which they could act. Ifit was a-mere formal,reference, 
designed to effect. no--purpose,, fhe . whole. investigation. resplts 
in, nothing more’ than a useless svaste of time, Taking-it for 
granted, therefore;.that the object in directing the enquiry «was: 
to.arrive at facts, and not merely to elicit the {opinion pf its- 
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‘committee; or to obtain an expression of the jadgwment of that 
committee upon the subject referred to them, the undersigned 
cannot view the result of the investigation as satisfactory, or 
in compliance with its original design—entertaining this opin- 
ion, he was desirous tolearn more of the facts of the case, and 
thereby enable himself to form a correct conclusion as to the 
reports of the majority and minority of the committee; in this 
he was not singular, for a respectable minority of the House 
were equally at a loss to form an opinion upon the conflictin; 

statements of the two divisions of the same committee; doubt 
and perplexity thus hanging around the subject, a resolntion 
was proposed, allowing the Commissioner to submit to the 
House any proofin his possession tending to controvéert the 
charges made against him: a yote of the House laid upon the 
table that resolution, and the two reports of the committee on 
the Land Office, thus closing all further investigation. The un- 
dersigned respects too highly the motives of each and every 
member of the House, to suppose that it was designed to sup- 
press the attainment of any information caleulated to exculpate 
the Commissioner from the crimes imputed to him—he cannot 
believe that it was the wish of a single member to destroy 
through the report of a committee, the reputation.ofa free citi- 
zen, without giving him an opportunity of vindicating his hon- 
orand good name. This though not designed, may be there- 
sult; conceding therefore to all the same freedom of opinion 
which he claims for himself, he solemnly protests against the 
action of the majority in refusing to adopt the resolution above 
referred to, and in laying upon the table the reports ofthe Land 

- Office committee, without adopting some means for a further 


investigation. 
JAMES WILLIE. 


+ 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, reported: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bil to be entitled “An act requiring the Sheriffs and ‘Clerks of 
the several counties of this State to keep their offices at the 
place of holding the Courts in each county,” have had the same 
under consideration, and have prepared a substitute for said 
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bill, which is herewith reported to the House, and recommend- 
ed for adoption. f 


_ Readand received, to come up in order. 


* 


— 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that they have examined a bill to be entitled “An Act 
io regulate Public Printing : Also, 


„å bill to be entitled “An Act to establish the method of try- 
ing the right of property levied under writs of execution, seques- 
tration and attachment, when the same is claimed by a person 


who is nota party to such writ: Also, 


A Joint Resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
‘Accounts to transfer to S. L. Johnson, an Austin city lot: 
Also, f 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend an Act to regulate 
the proceedings in the District Courts; approved, 13th of May, 
1844 ; and find the same correctly engrossed. 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the Select Committee reported : 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to regulate 
the killing of neat cattle, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the accompanying substitute 
for the original bill, and recommend the passage of the same. 
The original requires every person, throughout the country, 
killing cattle for home consumption, to make report thereof to 
some Justice of the Peace; which, the committee consider 
rather onerous ; and they are satisfied it would be so received by 
their constituents—for this reason, the committee have left out 
of the substitute that part of the original bill: 


Read and received; to come up in regular order. 


- 


l 
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Mr. Rayner, made the followtng report- 


The committee of conference, appointed on- the part of the 
Senate and House of Representatives to take under considera- 
tion a bill to be entitled “An Act authorizing persons who have 
received donation certificates under the provisions of an Act 
granting land to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto 
and other battles; approved, Dec: 21, 183%; to alienate said 
. certificates and the lands acquired under them;” having con- 
ferred uponand considered the same, have.agreed that the Senate 
shall recede from its amendments, ahd instructed us to report 
the result of our conference to the:Senate and House-of Rep- 
resentatives. 


On part of the Senate, 


W. S$. RAYNER, Chairman, 
On part ef the House of Reps. 


Read and received; to come up inorder. 


— 


Mr. Lewis introduced æ bill to be entitled An Act supple- 
mentary to an Act toxestore lands soldfortaxes and bid in by the 
Government, to former owners ; approved, April 27, 1846: 


Read afirst time. À eo é K 


A bill to be entitled An Act to change the name of Ralph 
Wiliam Peacock, to John Bowen +: 


‘Read a firsttime. 
u, 


rd 


Ba 


Mr. Reagan, by leave, reported + 


ES E 737 7 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled An Actto provide for the issuance of patents on 
land certificates which have been conditionally recommended, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instracted me 
to report to the House the accompanying substitute, and re- 
commend its passage. r 


Read and received; to come up in order. 


— 


s 


Mr. Keenan introduced abill to be entitled An act to incer- 
porate the Huntsville Male Institute.. 
Read a first time. i o. 
A message was received ‘from the Senate,” informing the 
House, that the Senate had passed— - l i 
A bil to be entitled An Actto continue in force an act for the 
relief of those who purchased lots in the city of Austin, and the 
tract adjoining : also, : i 
A Joint Resolution for the relief of J. W. E. Wallace: also, 
Abil to be entitled an act authorizing Sarah Ann Kelton, 
wife of Oliver P. Kelton, (a lunatic,) to make valid conveyan- 
ces of real estate and negroes: also, . S i 
À bill to be entitled an act to remove the office of the Robert- 
son land district, from Franklin, in Robertson county, to Spring- 
feld, in Limestone county. also, 
A bill to be entitled an act prescribing in what cases the 
Governor may remit fines and forfeitures: also, 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Spring- 
field: also, . , ; ; = 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the widow and 
heirs of Maj. James L. Holmes, deceased : also, 
« A joint resolution for the relief of William Plucker : also, 
_A billto be entitled an act to authorize John H. Reagan and 
his assoéiates, to open and construct a turnpike road from the 
town of Buffalo, on the Trinidad River, across the bottom to 
the high land on the west side, in thedirection of the town of 
Corsicana: also, 
A bill to be entitled'an act for the relief of Kesiah Taylor, 
whose maiden name was Kesidh Cryer: also, . l 
A my 2 be entitled an act for the relief of Moses Evans, sur- 


738 


viving administrator of the estate of H. S. Williamson, deceas- 
ed: also, 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Eli 
Gray and Ann Eliza Gray. g 
On motion of Mr. Reagan, . . 
The orders of the day were taken up. 


A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Judicial Districts 
of the District Sourts. 

Mr. Lott moved to refer te bill to the J plimay committee, 
Lost. 

Mr. Lott moved ‘to amend as follower : 


In the sixth Judicial District, strike-out Upshur, Cass, Har- 
rison and Panola, agd insert Nacogdoches, Angelina, Houston 
and Anderson. ` 


‘Lost. 
Mr. Boarland moved that the bill pass toa third conta 
Mr. Bogart moved to amend as follows; 


In the eighth District, strike out Fannin and insert Hunt. 
Lost. 


» 


A message. was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed— 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for the payment 
ef the pro rata pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain, command- 
ing the late Texas Navy, under the provisions of an act of Con- 
gress of the late Republic of Texas, approved 5th Feb., A.D. 
1844: alzo, 

A retolution to go into the election of District Attorneys On 
the 26th inst. 


Mr. Goode moved the previous EE EN on the bill under 
consideration. 

Lost. i i 

Mr. Shannon moved toamend as follows: 

In the eighth Judicial District, after the word Fannin, insert 
Grayson. 


Mr. Bogart moved to amend the amendment as follows 


ets dani band ttt bendahara Soe ie ate hs ecclesia iainta 5 acer emeeinteleeemnnl 


araa 8 UY Sena landi saae ooh needa 
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After Grayson, insert Collin, F š 


Mr. Reagan offered the following substittite for both amend- 
ments: 


Strike out Grayson in the ninth District, andadd it to the 
eighth District, and strike out Hunt in the eighth District, and 
add it to the ninth District. 


Mr. Lott moved the indefinite postponement of the bill and 
amendments. i ; 


Which question was taken, and lost by the following vote: . 


Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Crutcher, Eddy, Fields, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lyons, Lott, Miller of C., Millican, Perry, Saddler, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Webb, Walling, White and Willie—19. 

Nays—Miessis. Speaker, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, Cramp, 
Cunningham, Davisof L, Davis of R., Epperson, Edwards, 
Goode, Gilliam, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely Me- * 
Cown, McNeill, Neal, Potter, Rains, ‘Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, 
Robertson, -Railey, -Runnels, Shannon, Stoddard, Stuart, of 
Gal, Stewart of Gon, Taylor, Truit, «Winkler, Wheeler 
and Wren—87, . ; 


Mr. Canningham moved-the previous question: _ 
Which-wvas carried, by the following yote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Carothers, Crump, Gun- 
nigham, Davis of L., Eddy, Edwards, Gilliam, Goode, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Mosely, McCown; ‘Neal, 
Pease, Rains, Rayner, Renfro, Railey,, Runnels, Shannon, 
Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, of Gal, Taylor, Truit, Winkler, Wheel- 
erand Wren—s82. l ` 7 

Nays—Meassts. Bogart, Bryaa, -Crutcher, Davis of R., Ep- 
person, Fields, Lewis, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H. Milli- 
lican, McNeill, Perry, Potter, Reagan, Robertson, Saddler, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stewart, of Gon., Webb, Walling, White and 
Willie—24, i 


“~ 


Mr. Haynie moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 
Lost. . 


Mr. Webb moved a call of the House. 
Carried. 
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Quorum present. 


Kir. Potter moved to suspend the call of the House. 

Carried. 

Mr. Bogart moved aeall of the House. 

Lost. ee 

Mr. Wren moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 10 
o’elock. i : 

Lost. ia 

Mr. Bogartmoved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 9 
o clock. 
' Lost. . 

Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Lost. F 

Mr. Bogart moved to, adjourn until to-morrow morning, 8 
o’clock, oa z 
© Lost. ; an te 3 

Question on the passage of the bill to a‘third reading was 


* 


_ taken and. carried by the following vote: 3 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker Allen, Armstréng, Bourland, Bryan, 
Carothers, Cunningham, Davis of L., Edwards, Gilliam,Goode, 
Haynie, Lewis, Lyons, Mosely, McCown, Neal, Pease, Rains, 
Rayner, Renfro, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Stoddard, 
Stuart, of Gal, Stewart, of Gon., Taylor, Truit, Winkler, 
Wheeler and Wren—33. i - 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Cramp, Crutchér, Davis, of B., De 
Cordova, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Lott, Keenan, 
Miller, of C., Miller of H., Millican. McNeill; Perry, Robert- 
son, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stouts Webb, Walling, White 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 
justice of De Witt county, with the amendment from the Sen- 
ate, was taken up. i 

Amendment concurred in. 


» 


Mr, Webb, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the + 
following report : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined “An act to 
establish the county seat of Denton county: also 
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A joint resolution in behalf of Edward A. Weyman, a resi- 
dent citizen of Nueces county :—and find the same.correctly 
enrolled; and having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and President of: the Senate, were this day 
presented to His Excellency the Governor, for his approval, 


Read and adopted. 


+ 
¢ 


+ 


A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to create 
the county of Smith; approved April 11, 1846; with amend- 
ments from the Senaie, was taken up, and 

Amendments concurred i in. 


A bill to ie entitled an act to create the county of Kaufman, 
with amendments from the Senate, was taken up, and 

Amendments concurred i in. 

Mr. Crutcher moved the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o ‘clock, 

Lost. 


A bill to be entitled an act to E the 2d and 4th sections 
ofan act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue patents on unconditional headright ea 
for land ; approved May 12, 1846., 

Read a third time and passed. . 


A bill to be entitled an actto regulate Public Printing. 
Reada third time, and passed. 


Mr. Sterne moved the Mouss adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing, 10 o'clock. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 


> 


142 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Feb.23rd; 1848, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll was called, 
And. the following members answered to,their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Garothers, Cramp, Cunningham, Davis of R., DeCor- 
dova, Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie. Kee- 
nan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller -of Houston, Mo- 
Cown, McNeill, Potter, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, 
Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler. Shannon, Shaw, Stout 
Stewart ofGonzales, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Wheeler, Wink’ 
Jer andWillie. a 


A quorum being present, - 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report: 


The committee on enrolled bills have exainined a Joint Res- ` 


olution making an appropriation for the payment ofthe prora- 

ta pay pay due E. W. Moore, Post Captain commanding late 

Navy of Texas, under the provisions ofan act of Congress of 
the Republic of Texas, approved 5th February, 1844, and find ` 
the same correctly enrolled; and having been signed by the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the 

Senate, was this day presented to his excellency the Governor, 

for his approval. i 


Report accepted. 
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Mr. Neal, chairman of the select committtee to whom ‘was 
referred the petitition of Stuart Perry, reported. ` 
*A Jointresolution for the relief ef Stuart Perry:” 


Which was read a first time. 


A message was ane from ie TER mforming the 
House that the Senate had passed the following bills and J oing 
Resolutions, originating in the House of Representatives with 
amendments. 


A bill to be entitled an act allowing a sett ofin certain ca- 
oe 

Substitute for a bill to create the county of Caldwell. 

Joint Resolution fixing the time for the election of the Com- 
missioner a the General Land Office. 

On nen of Mr. Stuart of Galveston, 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 


A Resolution fromthe Senate fixing Saturday 26th inst. at 
_ Ro’clock, M., for the election of District. Attorneys for the 
several Judicial Districts. 


Read and adopted. 


Mr. Allen moved to take up the substitute offered by the 

ee for the bill to create the ‘county: -of Caldwell. 
ost. 

BA bill for the establishment of free public schools in the sev- 
eral counties of this State. 

Read & second time. — 

Mr. Keenan moved its engrossment. _ 

Mr. Pease offered the following substitute for the second sec- 
tion. 

Strike out the second section and insert the following asa 
Bubstitute. 

Sec.:2d. Be it further enacted, That the one tenth of the 
annual revenue of the State arising from taxation, which is 
Set aside by the Constitution, as a school fund shall be annt- . 


(d 
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ally appropriated bythe Comptroller of Public Accounts a. 
mong the several counties of this State, which now exist’ or 
may hereafter be established in this State, in proportion to the 
amount paid in each county for all State taxes other than 
the property tax, andthe amount of the State tax, upon prop- 
erty situated in each county for the support of free public 
schools for each county. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Miller of Houston offered the following amendment: 

In section 11th, 4th and 5th lines, strike out the words “prop- 
e ty situa‘ed” and insert subjects of taxation,” and after “prop. 
erty” in 9th line “and other subjects of taxation. . 

Adopted. 


Mr. Davis of R., offered the following amendment : 

Section 5th, 7th line, after the word “School Houses,” insert, 
“Contract for building the same.” 

Rejected. ew 


"Mr. Davis of R., renewed the motion for engrossment. 
Mr. Fields moved to strike out the 11th, 12th and 18th sec- 
tions of the bill. ~ f ` 

Mr. Runnels. moved to, amend, so that the provisions of the 
Lith, 12th and 13th sestions extend only to Brazoria county 


Question on M:, Fields’ motion to.strike out, was then- 
taken and lost. i 


Question was then taken on the engrossment, and carried by 
the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bryan, Corothers, Davis of Ls 
Davis of R, DeCordova, Dooly, Eddy, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lewis, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, 
Pease, Potter, Raynor, Reagan, Robertson, Shaw, Sterne, Stu- 
art of Gal, Stewart of Gon, Taylor, Webb, Walling and 
W heeler—30. 

Nays — Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Crump, 
Cunningham, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Lott, McCown, McNeill, 
Neal, Perry, Rains, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Stout, Stod- 
dard, Truit, Winkler and Willie—22. e 


4 
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A bill from the Senate to be entitled An Act for the relief of 
the heirs of Patrick Reels: ~~. ; mo 
Read a third time and passed. i : 


A billfrom the Senateto be entitled An Act for the relief of 
Alfred Briggance : met 
Read a third time and passed. . 
Mr. Mosely moved to place among the orders of the day, ‘a 
bill to be entitled An Act for the benefit of book-sellers : - 
Lost. . ' a 


A bill from the Senate to be entitled An Act organizing the 
militia of Santa Fe: 
Read ‘a third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled An Act,supplementary to an Act to incor- 
porate the town of Refugio: i 
Read a third time and passed. 


A bill to define the boundaries of Austin county, was on 
motion of Mr. Rayaor ; 
Read by its caption @ third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the Republican 
Academy, in the county of Harrison : 
Read by its caption a third time and passed. 


A bill to to create the the county of Williamson, was 
On motion of Mr. Shaw, 
Read by its caption a third time and passed. 


. A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Ann Terrell: 
Read a third time, and passed by the following vote :” 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Crump, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooly, Epperson, Fields, 
Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Potter, Raynor, Reagan, Robertson, 
Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Taylor, Truit, Walling, 
Winkler and Wheeler—34. 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, Cunningham 


Sal 
te 
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Eddy, Hardeman, Miller of C, Neal, Perry, Rains, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Stewart of Gon., Webb and Wilie—-16. 


A. Joint Resolution from the Senate, authorizing and requi- 
ring the Governor to employ some competent person to digest 
the laws. 

Read a third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Webb, ~ 

Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


A bill from the Senate to be efttitled An Act to amend the 
second section of an Act to incorporate the town of Paris, the 
county seat of Lamar county ; approved, Feb. 3; 1845; 

Read a second time, and 

On motion.of Mr. Bourland,, . 

Passed to a third reading. . 


Å bill from the Senate, entitled . An Act for the relief of Jesse 
H. Cartwright: - 


Read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Allen, 
Passed to a third reading. 


A Resolution relative to the standing rules of the House: 
Read and adopted. 


Mr. Willie in the chair. 


A. bill to be entitled An Act regulating Justices’ Courts, 
with the report of the Judiciary committee thereon ; 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn until 3 o “clocks P. M. 

Lost. 


Mr. Webb moved a cali of the House : : > 
Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Stout, ” 
Mr. Wren was excused frora the call of the House on ac- 
count of sickness. 
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On motion of Mr. Burroughs, 


Mr. Renfro was excused from the call öf the House on aç- 
count of sickness. 


Quorum present. 


On motion of. Mr. Davis, of Robertson, 
The further call of the House was suspended. 


Mr. Bodvend asked lease to record his vote on the bill for 
the relief of Ann Terrell. f 
Granted. x $ 


Mr. McCown moved that Mr. Pease be allowed to record his 
yote on the same question. ‘ 
* Leave granted. “ : 


Mr. Atong moved’ the engrossment of the bill under 
consideration. 

Mr. Winkler offered the following amendment to the first 
section: Strike out “Justice” and ‘insert “two Justices. 

Rejected. 


Mr. Hardeman renewed -the motion doi the engrossmént of 


the bill. . 
Carried. 


The chair announced a communication from the Secretary 
of State, which, 

On motion of Mr. ‘Webb, * 

‘Was taken up, and read as follows : 


“ 


DEPARTMENT oF Stare, } 
Austin, February 23rd, 1848. 


To the Honorable ) a 
: Speaker of ihe House of Reni esentaties, 
SiR : — 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of the 11th inst, I have the honor to transmit a copy 
of the contract made on the 29th January, 1844, between 


t 


é 
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the President*of the late Republic of Texas and Charles Fen. ° 
ton Mercer, for the survey and settlement of a portion of the 
unappropriated lands ‘thereof; and, also, a copy of all the 
papers, or documents of record, or on file, in this Department 
touching said contract. z e 

The contract has not been declared forfeited; nor is there 
any evidence in possession of this Department to sho's that it 
has not been fulfilled. 


i have the honor to be, 
Very respecifully, 
H: Your`b’dt serv’t, 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 


[DOCUMENT A] 


& 
CHARLES FENTON MERCER’S COLONIZATION 
CONTRACT. ` 


MADE JANUARY 24x, 1844. 


This contract, made the 29th day of January. eighteen hun- 
‘dred and forty-four, between Sam Houston, President of the 
Republic of d'exas, acting in behalf of the Republic, of the first 
part, and Charles Fenton Mercer, late of the State of Virginia, 
butnow of the city of Tallahassee, in the Territory of Florida, 
in the United States of America, and such associates as he sball 
choose, of the second, part witnesseth that, Whereas, by an Act 
passed by the Congress of Texas, entitled “An Act granting 
lands to emigrants’—approved, February the 4th; 1841, the 
President of the Republic of Texas was authorized to make a 
contract with sundry persons, named in the said Act, for the in- 
troduction and settlement of emigrants, upon the vacant lands 
of the Republic of Texas, upon certain terms and conditions, 
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therein expressed: the provisions of which Act, were extended ° 
and made general, and perpetuated by a subsequent Act, amen- 
datory thereof; approved, the dth of February, 1842; and Where- ` 
as, bya “Joint Resolution” of the Congress of Texas, “to mod- 
ify the provisions of an Act, entitled an Act granting lands to 
emigrants; approved, the 16th of January, 1843,” ihe President 
of the Republie of Texas was authorized to make such fur- 
ther contract or contracts with the grantees, named in the 
aforesaid Act, or with their assigns, or legal representatives, 
as shall be deemed by him, for the benefit of the Republic, and 
as shall not be inconsistent with the provisions of the said Act: 
and, Whereas, the said Charles*Fenton Mercer is the legal 
representative, of part of the said grantees; one of whom died 
in London, prior to the passage of the Act of the 4th of Februa- 
ry, 1841, before mentioned; and five others of whom assigned 
to the said Charles F. Mercer, among others, their interests in 
the said Act, and all contracts made pursuant thereto, by an as- 
signment and transfer of their interests, dated in London, the 
22d day of September, 1841; and the said Charles Fenton Mer- 
cer is desirous to make a new contract, in behalf of himself, 
and others, his associates, to be united in ohne Company or as- 
sociation, for the purpose of colonizing part of the ungranted 
or unappropriated lands of the Republic of Texas. Now this. 
contract witnesseth, that the parties thereto have mutually cove- 
nanted and agreed, and do hereby covenant and agree to the 
terms and considerations of this contract, and bind them- 
selves to each other, for the faithful fulfillment of the same, as 

follows viz: The party of the second part, for himself and 
his associates, his and their heirs, executors, administrators 
and assigns; covenant and agree, with the party of the first 
part, acting in behalf, and for the Republic of Texas, to intro- 
duce and settle, within the limits hereafter described by the 
party of the first part; or within such other limits‘as may be 
hereafter prescribed by ihe President of the Republic of Texas, 
for the purpose aforesaid, and in accordance with the provis- 
lons of the Acts aforesaid, and the said Joint Resolution, and 
within the term of. five years from the date hereof, as many 
emigrant families as he and his associates can settle within 
the said limits, to be hereinafter described as aforesaid, at 
the rate af one family for every section, of one mile square of 
vacant or unappropriated land, within said limits: and, for 
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this purpose, the party of the second part and his associates, 
or their legal representatives, shall cause the unappropriated 
lands within the prescribed limits, to be surveyed as needed for 
the purpose of settlement, into sections of six hundred and for- 
ty acres, or half sections of three hundred and twenty acres 
each, at their option, and shall cause to be built, from time ie 
time, as needed, such number of log cabins, or small houses. 
constructed of other materials, as cireumstances shall require, 
for the comfortable accommodation of each family introduced 
and settled as aforesaid. The number of families to be settled 
in each of the five years, succeeding the date hereof, shall not 
be less than one hundred, in each and every year of the said 
term; and for the better and more definite deséription of. what 
is meant by.the term family, the following meaning shall be 
understood to be expressed thereby, viz: That each family 
shall consist of at least, a man and his wife, or of a widower 
and two or more children, if males, under the age of seventeen 
years; if females; unmarried; or of a widow and two or more 
children, unless one be a son above seventeen years of agé; in 
which case, one child shall suffice; or of two single men over 
the age of seventeen years. 

And the party of the second part, and’ his associates further 
covenant and agree with the Republic of Texas, the party of © 
the first part, that as soon as they shall receive a title from the 
Government of the Republic, to any tract or tracts of 640 
acres, or of 320 acres of land, for the introduction and settle- 
ment ofthe families aforesaid, they will convey to each and 
every family aforesaid, such number of acres of land, as shall 
be agreed between them, the said party of the second partand 
his associates, and the said families respectively; but not less 
than 160 acres, nor more than 640 aeres, to any one family: 
and that they will include in each deed of conveyance to afami 
ly,aclause of defeasance; requiriag such family to enclose, 
with a good fence; and cultivate at least fifteen acres of the 
land, so conveyed; and to ‘reside upon the same for three 
years, or forfeit their title to the Republic; or-the party of the 
second part shall mame the number of acres’stipulated tobe 
given to each family, as aforesaid, and request that the deed of 
conveyance be made therefor to the several families respective- 
ly, or their legal representatives, directly from the Goyernment 
of the Republic; and in that case, the deed for the remaining 

portion of a section, or of two half sections, as the party of the 


tt 
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second part may desire, shall be made by the government to 
the said party, or their legal representatives. 

And the party of the first ‘part, in behalf of the Republic of 
Texas, hereby covenant. and agree, with the party of the se- 
cond part, their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, or ` 
legal representatives, that they shall be authorized to introduce 
and settle emigrants within the limits ‘hereinafter described, un- 
til they shall have settled therein, as many families as will en- 
title them to each and every alternate section of 640-acres; or ' 
to eachand every alternate half section of 320 acres included, 
(as well as to all other sections,) therein, according to-the terms 
and conditions herein provided. But the said party of the second 
part, shall not be required, in any case, to settle; or receive, or 
purchase any lot or tract of land, section or half section or frac- 
tional part of a section, which is not of fair quality, for agricul- 
tural purposes; or which‘is so far situated iin the interior of a 
prairie, as to render it*inconvenient for settlement: Provided, 
however, -That all the lands which have been legally located 
within the limits hereinafter prescribed, according to the pro- 
visions of subsisting and valid laws, shall not be settled, re- 
ceived, occupied or purchased by the party of the second part, 
under, or by virtue of this contract: but no location within the 
said limits, made subsequent to the date of this contract, shall 
constitute any bar to the purchase or settlement of any part of 
the lands, hereby set apart and appropriated for colonization by 
- the second party to this contract or their legal representatives. 

And the said party of the first part, further covenants and 
agrees in behalf of the Republic, to give, grant and convey, to 
the said party of the second pari, and associates, or their legal 
representatives, one section of 640 acres of"land for each fami- 
ly; ortwo halfsections of 820 acres, for each and every family 
which they shall introduce and settle upon the lands hereinafter 
described and set apart for -colonization: Provided, That each 
alternate section or half section of 640 or 320 acres, shall be 
reserved to the Republic, to be purchased, or not, by the party 
of the second part, on the terms hereinafter stipulated. And a 
full, absolute and perfect title shall be made, in the usual mode 
and form, to the party of the second part or their legal repre- 
sentatives, for each and every section,~half section or other 
fractional part of a section, to which they may become entitled 
under the provisions of this contract: and the same shall be 
conveyed to them as soon as, and whenever they shall exhibit, 
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tothe Commissioner of the General Land Office of this Re- 

public, or other proper officer thereof, in manner and form 

hereinafter prescribed, the evidence-of having surveyed the por- 

tion of land for which such conveyance {s desired, and that there 

are comfortable. small houses, or cabins, erected thereon and 

families residing therein, who have been settled thereon by the 

said party of the second part, or their legal representatives : the , 
said party paying, or causing to be paid, the expenses of such 

conveyances, as provided by the act of the 4th February, 1841, 

as aforesaid. Or, if the said party of the second part shall so 

request, the Government shall convey the title of such number 

of acres as the pariy of the second part shell have stipulated to 

convey, to the several families respectively, to said families or 

their legal representatives, directly; and the title to the residue 

of each 640 acres, or of any fractional part thereof, shall be in ' 
such.case or cases, made directly to the party of the second 
part and their legal representatives. 

And the said party of the first part further covenants and 
. agrees, on behalf of the Republic of Texas, that the said party 
of the second part shall be allowed, and*receive from the Gov- 
ernment, as a further compensation for their services, and te- 
compense for their labor and expense in introducing and settling 
the families herein provided for, a premium of ten sections of 640 
acres, or twenty sections of 320 acres of land for each and every 
hundred families introduced and settled as aforesaid ; but no 
premium for any fractional number of oue hundred families shall 
be allowed. And, whenever due evidence shall be adduced, that 
the party of the second part, or their legal’ representatives, have 
settled one hundred families aforesaid, the said party or their 
legal representatives shall select said premium sections within 
said limits, from among those reserved to the Republic: Pro- 
vided, That such selections shall be, where practicable, of con- 
tinuous alternate sections, or fractional parts of sections, equi- ` 
valent in extent to ten sections of 640 acres each; and afull 
and perfect title to said premium sections, so selected or chosen, 
shall be made to the'party of the second part, or to their legal 
representatives from the Government of Texas. 

And the said party of the first part, on the behalfof the Re- 
public of Texas, further covenants and agrees, with the party 
of the second part, and their legal represeritatives, to give and 
grant to each settlement of one hundred families, madein pur- 
‘suance of this contract, one section of 640 acres; to be located 


‘ay near the‘centre of the settlement as practicable; ‘and on the 
payment by such’ settlement, or by.the said party of the second 
part, on their’behalf of the sum of twelve dollars, in gold. or 
silver specie, into the "Treasury ‘of the’ Republig, to’ grant onè 
‘other section of six hundred and forty acres to each settlement 
of oie hundred ‘fainilies, in addition to the former; both to be 
coriveyed directly to such settlément, to aid them.in erecting 
the necessary buildirigs for réligious public worship, aiid ele- 
mentary and, primary. schools, š C sa 
- Andhe. said’ party of'the first part,’ in behalf of the Repub- 
‘ic of Texas, further. covenants ‘and ‘agrees, with the party of 
ihe second, part, and. their legal represehtatives, that, on paying 
iito the public Treasury, and obtaining the Treasuiter’s or other 
proper officer’s receipt for ‘twélve dollars, paid’ into the same ; 
and also of the délivery, for canceltnent to the same, or other pro- 
‘per officer, of any‘bonds, promissory notes, or othér auditéd 
abilities of the -Républic, ` to the-amount of: six ‘hundred and 
forty dollars; the party of the second part, or-their legal repre- 
sentatives, shall’be entitled to demand, ‘and shall receive from 
the government, a full and absolute title to six hundfed and 
forty acres, of the alternate sections, reserved as aforesatd ; Pro- 
vided. That previous to any such grant or coriveyance, the sdid 
‘party of the sécond part, or their legal’ répresentatives, shall 
furnish due eviderice that, for every seetidnal dr fractional parts 
ofa section, or sections, amounting’ to six hundred’arid fot 
acres of the reserved alférnate sections, not comprekendéd in 
the twelve sections of every hundred, grahtéd as premium ` 
sections, or for purposes of religious worship and ‘schools. 
_ An emigrant family has been-introduced and settled in . the 
dnanneér aforesaid;-and ‘fot every.part’of a section stipulated fo 
‘be granted to such a family, a conveyance, if desired, shall be 
made di rectly.to’such family, or to their legal réprésentatives, 
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þoundaries hereinafter described, which have not been legally 
located, prior to the date of this contract, shall remain, and be 
held subject to be settled, in manner aforesaid, by the said 
party of the second part: provided, that any lands within the 
boundaries hereinafter described, which shall not have been 
Tocated, by the emigrant families, hereby authorized to be in- 
troduced and settled thereon; or appropriated, under the pro- 
visions of this contract, within five years from the date thereof, 
shall revert to this Republic. 

And it is further mutually covenanted and agreed between - 


- the parties to this contract, that-no emigrant shall be. intro- 


duced by the party of the second part, or their legal represen- 
tatives, who is known to them, to have been guilty of any 
henious crime, or'to'sustain a bad moral character. Nor shall _ 
said party of the second part. nor any family introduced by 
them, be knowingly allowed to sell, or to give, or furnish to 
any Indian, any spirituous liquors, nor any powder, lead, or 
fire-arms, or, any warlike weapons; but the said party of.the 
second part, shali cause each male emigrant, of the age of 
seventeen years and upwards, to be supplied, and bring with 
him a good rifle yager, or musket, and a suflicient supply of 
ammunition. And the party of the second part, shall keep on 
hand, at all times, in some convenient place of deposit, such 
quantity of prime ammunition, as will supply toeach male em- 
igrant, of the age of seventeen years, and upwards, settled by 
them, not less than one hundred rounds. 

And it is further mutually agreed between the parties of 
this contract that the party of the second part, shall cause the 
lands within the limits designated in this contract, to be sur- 
veyed from time to time; and divided into sections of six hun- 
dred. and forty acres, and half sections of three hundred and 
twenty acres, So far asthe same may be practicable, and where 
by reason of the intervention of large streams of water, or nav- 
igable rivers, this shall be impracticable, or it be rendered so,by 
prior locations,fractional sections of greater or less dimensions 
than one half, may be made; and the quantity of land therein, 
estimated and carried to the same account, in all respects, as 
the entire sections; by computing fractional sections, in guat- 
tities of six hundred and forty acres, and subjecting them at 
far as practicable, tothe same conditions as are herein pre- 
scribed, in relation to the entiré sections or half sections of 
six hundred and forty, and three hundred and twenty acres. 
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' And ofall such surveys, correct plats arid copies of the fiel 
notes, shall be made; denoting thereon, the rańges and the 
number of the sections, or half sections; arid the ‘fractional 
sections, exceeding or falling short of one half section. And 
the same, or a correct copy thereof, shall be returned to the 
General Land Office of the Republic; and-as the party of the 
second part, shall become entitled to any section, or number of 
sections, according tothe terms ofthis contract, they shall be 
marked on said plat; and, whenever the party of the second 
part, or their authorized agent, or legal representatives, shall 
exhibit to the Commissioner of the General Land Office ‘of the 
Republic. a certificate under oath, subscribed by two witness- 
es, and certified by some‘ person qualified, by the‘laws of. Tex- 
es, to administer an oath, that the said party of the second 
part, or their legal representatives, have caused to be builta ` 
small comfortable house, or cabin, or any number of such hou- 
ses; or cabins, on the parcel or parcels of land, which they are 
obligated by this contract, to convey to each family, or the 
several families respectively, and have actually settled a fam- 
ily, or several families respectively thereon. they shall imme- 
diately receive thereaffer, a full and absolute conveyance 
from the Government of the Republic, for as many sections of 
land of six hundred and forty acres, or half sections, or other 
fractional parts of sections equal in~amount to six hundred 
and forty acres, as there shall be families certified te, 
in such certificate, or certificates: provided, that no set- 
tler, under seventeen years of age,, when introduced into 
the Republic, shall afterwards be entitledto receive lands, in 
. bisown right, as an original settler, under this contract, And 
no family, or legal representative of a family, introduced and 
settled, by the party of the second part, or their legal repre- 
‘sentatives, shallbe named as a settler, in more than one cer- 
tificate;or shali entitle the said party ofthe 2nd part or their le- 
gal representatives, to more than one section of land; but if the 
party of the second part, or their legal representatives, shall so 
request, the government shall convey the title aċquiredby each 
family, as aforesaid, directly to such fgmily; and the residue of 
the said six hundred and forty acres, to the party of the second 
part, or to the legal representatives of said party. 

Andit is further mutually covenanted and agreed, that- cor- 
rect records of all such conveyances, shall be duly kept in the 
General Land Office of the Republic; and, whenever it shall 
appear that titles have been made, or have accrued, accord- 
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ing to the terms of this contract, to the.party of -the second 
part, or to their legal representatives, for the settlement ofo ‘one 
hundred families, the government of the Republic shall convey 
to the party of the second-part, or to their legal representa. 
tives, ten premium sections, to be selected or chosen as afore. 
said; and in like manner for each and every settlement of one 
hundred familiesthe two additional reserved alternate sec- 
tions, for religious purposes and schools within such settlement, 
on the termis and eonditions aforesaid; and so-on, for ever 
other one hundred families; until the expiration of the term of 
years, aforesaid, allowed for the colonization of emigrants, un- 
der this contract, shall have expired. 

And itis further «mutually agreed, between the parties of 
this contract, that-until the party of the second part, and such 
associates as they make, by transfer or assignment, of a part, 
or parts of their interest in this contract, and the lands set 
apart thereby, for colonization, on the terms and. conditions 
herein expressed, shall obtain a charter; or act of incorpora- 
tion, from the Congress of this Republic, they shall be author- 
ized to appoint, by a majority of their number, i interest, in 
such mode, and by such title, or denomination, as a majority 
in interest, if the said association, may agree on, in some in- 
strument of writing, or articles of agreement, ‘and associa- 
tion; tobe drawn up. and subscribed by such majority—some 
ote, or more persons to act undér a common name, to be as- 
sumed by the said association, and under such instrument of 
‘writing, to invest such person, or persons, with full authority, 
as their trustee, or trustees, to receive and hold, for their-ben- 
efit, and‘on their’ behalf, according to such rules as they, or 
a “majority in interest, of their company, or association may. 
presctibe'i in. writing, ‘from time to time; the titles and con- 
veyances of such’ lands, bonds, obligations, notes or money as 
they Shall agree, by a-majority in interest of their number, to 
confide to the kéeping, or to the use of their said trustee or trus- 
tées. And ‘should the said ` majority in interest, of the’ party: 
aforésaid, and their associates, at any time, desire to return or 
surrénder such title or conveyatices, as they-may have received, 
in the manner aforesaid, through their trustees, to: the govern 
nent-of the Republic, on die evidence of such desire, made 
known to the said government, or to the.proper officers or offi- 
cer theréof, empowered to make conyeyances; the said. govern- 
mënt officers; ‘OF officer, ‘sh all inake-and.c convey’ new titles to the 
sanë lands to sich person, or ‘persons, party; or parties, d direct. 
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ly by name, as the-party. of the second part; to this contract, > 
or a majority, in interest, of the association;-which such party. 
of. the second part, and-their associates, may, by some- 
instrument in. writing, request. And, in the absence of 
such act of.incorporation, as the party of the second part. 
their associates or legal representatives contemplate; they 
shall from time to time until-such act .be obtained; cause 
certified.copies, attested, according to such evidence as the 
laws of this Republic prescribe, for foreign conveyances of 
land, where such land is conveyed;by indentures -or contract, 
made without the limits-of-this Republic, to be transmitted to 
the Department of State, or other proper Department of this 
Government for safe keeping and reference, as occasion may 
require. And within six months from the date hereof, and 
once within every six months thereafter, until such act of in- 
corporation shall have been obtained, the association, formed 
as aforesaid, shall transmit a list of their copartners, and a 
statement ofthe share, or shares, of each in the stock-or prop- 
erty of the ‘association, or company; and of the common name 
ortitle assumed by them, or a majority of them; in interest, te’ 
the said Department. . ` 

And it is further mutually covenanted and agreed that, ifan 
act of incorporation be obtained by the said association or 
company to be formed as aioresaid, all such deeds as may have 
been previously made to the same, or-to their authorized trustee’ 
or trustees, may be surrendered to this Government in manner 
aforesaid, as soon as, or at any after the said-act of incorpora- 
tion shall have been obtained and the company organized under 

_or by virtue of said act; and in that case, new deeds, corres- 
poùding with the new form of.the association aforesaid, shali- 
be.executed and delivered in exchange for the former to the 
proper officer of such incorporated association, for the use and 
benefit thereof; the said party of the second part and their asso- 
ciates.or lawful representatives, paying all legal expenses åt- 
tending such deeds of.conveyance. 

And it is further covenanted.and-agreed by the parties to this- 
contract, that the unlocated lands included in the following 
boundaries, shall remain and be held by the Government of this’ 
Republic, for the purposes hereir set forth, until the end of five 
years from.the date herecf, and shall be considered as set apart- 
exclusively of all future claims. to be colonized in manner afore- 
said, by, and fer the benefit of the party- ofthe second part afore- 
said. and of this. Republic, viz: Beginning on Red: River ‘op- 
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posite to the east bank of the branch thereof, emptying into the 
same from the United- States of America, called the “False. 
Wichita;” and running thence due North fifty miles, thence due 
Kast fifty miles, thence due South sixty-five miles, thence by a 
straight course to a point on the Rio Trinidad or River Trinity, 
on the bank thereof, opposite the lower or Southern bank of 
Cedar Creek, where the said ereek empties into the said river, 
thence across the river Frinity to said bank of Cedar Creek,. 
thence by a straight line to the lower or Southern bank of Agui- 
la creek, where the sajd creek unites with the river Brazos, 
thence up the said river Brasos, according to the meanders 
of the same, and binding thereupon-.to the intersections of the 
same by the new Indian boundary, described in the act of Con 
gress, entitled “An Act to provide for the establishment and 
maintenance of peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with the Indians;” on which was grounded the treaty with the 
Indians, made in September last—thence with said bounda- 
ry wherever the same may be run and establisked under the 
said act, and the treaty made or to be made pursuant thereto 
to the Southern boundary of the tract of land set apart for col- 
onization, by a contract bearing date the-26th of July, 1842, 
between Isaac Burnham acting for himself, and as agent for. 
and in behalf of W. S. Peters and others, of the first part, and 
Sam Houston, President of the; Republic of Texas, on behalf 
of the said Republie, of the second part; and thence with the 
said Indian boundary or the Southern boundary of said tract 
of land, set apart as aforesaid, for colonization by the said con- 
tract, to the South-East corner of said tract, set apart as afore- 
siad; thence with the East boundary of said tract due North, 
or with the said Indian boundary, should the same be East of 
said Eastern boundary aforesaid, to Red River; and thence to 
and with the meander of Red River, down the South margin 
thereof, to the North-West corner of the tract of land, set apart 
for colonization as aforesaid, by a contract made pursuant to 
the Act of Congress of the 4th of February, 1841, between the 
President of the Republic, of the first part, and W. S, Peters 
and others, ofthe second part: which contract bears date, the 
20th day of August, 1841; thence with the Western boundary 
of said tract, and of another tract, set apart as aforesaid, by @ 
contract between the same parties, for the same object, run- 
ning due South to the South-West corner of said last named 
tract; and thence with the Southern boundary of the same, 
to the South-Eastern corner thereof; and thence with the 
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Eastern boundary of said tracts to the beginning of the first of 
the two last’'described tracts, at the mouth of Big Mimeral ` 
creek, where the same empties into Red River; and thence 
with the meanders of said river and binding thereon, to the 
beginning, opposite the lower bank of the “False Wichita,” 
where the same empties into Red River. 

And it is further covenanted and agreed between the parties 
to this contract, that unless the party of the second part or their 
legal representatives shall, prior to the Ist day of May, 1845, 
have introduced and settled on the land above mentioned, ac- 

- cording to the tenor of this contract, one hundred families, all 
right and fitle of the said party of the second part or their 
legal representatives, to proceed further in the execution of 
this contract, shall cease and determine from the moment of 
such default; but such default shall not work or operate retro- 
spectively, but leave to the party of the second part, and all 
„persons claiming under them, whatever right, title or interest 
they may have acquired from the action of the party of the 
second part, and their legal representatives, prior ’to such de- 
fault, to the same extent as if no such default, or failure had 
occurred; and,-in like manner, and under like qualfications, the 
right of the said party to proceed further, under this contract, 
shall cease and determine: Provided, two hundred and fifty 
families be not introduced and settled by them, in manner 
aforesaid, on or before the expiration of two years from the 
date hereof; and so, in like manner, one hundred and fifty ad- 
ditional families shall be settled on the said lands according te 

- the terms of this contract, by the said party of the second part 
or their legal representatives, within each of the three remain- 
ing years, or the right of the said party further to proceed, un 
der this contract, through the full term of five years from the 
date hereof, shall on the occurrence of any default as afcre- 
said, utterly cease and determine: Provided, as before express- 
ed, no such default shall operate otherwise than prospectively, 
either in relation to the said second party to this contract, or 
to the emigrant families actually settled, or any person or per- 
sons claiming by, through or under them, or any of them, 

‘And it is further covenanted and agreed between the parties | 
aforesaid, to obviate any misunderstanding of the terms on 
which it is agreed that the party of the second part may pur- 
chase and settle any number of families on the alfernate ro- 
served sections as aforesaid, that the like compensation or èe- 
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compense in land for every hundred -families settled thereon; 
and the like provision for public worship;and elementary, 
schools, shall be made to the party of the second part, and their 
legal representatives, and to each settlement, asin the case of 
the introduction and settlement of the same number of families 
upon any other section not so reserved; and for such premium 
sections and the two sections allotted for. religious, purposes 
and schools, the party of the second part shall not be required. 
to pay more than the twelve dollars in specie, required by the. 
said Joint Resolution of the Congress; approved the 16th. of 
January, 1843. i 


In testimony whereof, the party of the first part to this con: 
tract, hath hereunto subscribed his name, 
and caused the seal.of the Republic of 
Texas to be affixed; and-the party of the 
second part hath subscribed his name, and: 

i affixed his proper seal, on the day and year 
in this eccntract first mentioned. . 
Done at the town of Washington, on the: 
[L. 8.] 29th day of January, 1844, and of the Inde. 
pendence of Texas the eighth. 


. (Signed) > SAM HOUSTON, 
Attest, 
Anson Jones, . 
Secretary of State. 


(Signed,) CHAS. F. MERCER, 
For himself, and such associates 
as’ he may choose. 


ote ee noe Heth 
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[DOCUMENT B.] 


New Orwans, February 24, 1844: 
Drar Sm:i— 


' Since my return here, I-have discovered an error itt the 
boundaries I had assigned to the third grant made to Peters & 
Co., being that of the ~ of, 1842; which, 
reduces the quantity of land within the limits of my contract of 
the 29th of last month; say 1,900 square miles. ‘The impossi- 
` bility of -deeiphering the hand-writing of Mr Converse, who. 
supplied me with a copy of that contract, led to this mistake, 
which changes much the aspect of the contract I have made, and 
already, began to execute in good faith. I'am, alone to blame 
for this error; which, happily, does not vitiate or nullify the 
grant made me and my associates—of whom, Dr. Rowlett is, 
as yet, the only one I have chosen under the power given me. 
The third grant, I find, comprehends the-first and second within 
its boundaries, and extends ten miles to the West, and twelve 
miles to the East of those prior grants: and if Col. Coffee is 
correct in his distances, his Trading House is six miles from 
the extreme Western limits of the third grant, and consequently 
embraced in that grant, as he supposed when I saw him 
in Washington. -The only effect this discovery has had 
upon my mind, is to render me more anxious about the di- 
rection of the new boundary prescribed for the Indians by the 
Act of Congress of the 14th of January, 1843 ; were the Brazos 
and the Big Wichita, and a line connecting them on the meri- 
dian of the 23d deg., as laid down on Colter’s map, made the 
Indian boundary, it would have this to recommend it: It 
would leave of the fourth grant, a large proportion to the con- 
tractors, by the agreement of the 20th of January, 1843; and, 
80 far, be more compatible with the faith of the Republic, than 
plighted: to them; and my boundary would extend up the 
Brazos, that-being -tle-Indian boundary, as high as the South 
boundary of: that grant will permit; or, if according to the 
terms of the ‘Actof January 16th,-1843, the Indian boundary 
be carried twenty-five miles West ‘of- the Commanche Peak, 
. up the Palo Pinto, and ‘then run to the mouth of the Rio 
and with that ziver to -its source, very little of the tract inclu- 
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ded in the fourth grant, would be lost to the contractors; and 
the Indians would have a natural, instead of an imaginary 
boundary. - + 

Be pleased to bring the subject to the notice of the President, 
and excuse this new demand upon your attention. from one 
who is already indebted to you, for the patience with which it 
has been accorded to me at all times. 


T avail myself of this occasion, to assure you of the sincere 
esteem and respect of - e 


Your Obedient Serv’t, . 
C. F. MERCER, 


Doctor A. JONES, 
Secretary of State. 


[DOCUMENT C] 


Boxnsam, Fannin County, Texas, 
July Lith, 1844. 


To the Honorable 
Anson JONES, 
Secretary of State of the 
Republic of Texas : 


PIR :— 


I am instructed by the “Texas Association,” under the 
provisions of the contract provided onthe 29th of January last, 
between his Excellency Sam Houston, President of the Re- 
public of Texas, acting iñ behalf thereof, and Charles Fenton 
Mercer, and such associates as he may choose, to transmit to 
the Secretary of State, or other proper officer of the Government 
of Texas, a list of the copartners, chosen in pursuance of the 
above contract, and a statement of the share or shares of each, 
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‘sn the stock or propery of the Association or Company, formed 
by them; and, also, of the common name or title, asumed by 
them, or.a majority of them, in interest to the said Department; 
and this statement is required to be repeated, once in every 
six ‘months. i 

In pursuance of the above instruction ,and obligation, I beg 
leave to report, that the name or title assumed by a majority, ` 
jn interest of the share-holders, is, as above stated,—“ The Texas 
Association ;” and, that the following persons are the share- 
holders or copartners of the said Association, and have, therein, 
the amount of interest set opposite to their respective names, 
viz: Edward C. Cabell, Attorney at Law, of Tallahassee,.in 
Florida, son of Chief Justiec Cabell, late Governor of Virginia, 
and Richard Birchett, late of Petersburg, Virginia, and now ‘ 
Clerk of the Superior Court of Law and Equity, for the coun- . 
ty of Leon, in Florida, are entitled to five shares of the one 
hundred, into which the entire interest, granted by said contract 
to Charles Fenton Mercer, and such associates as he may choose, 
has been divided. : 

John R. Cooke, Attorney at Law, of the city of Richmond 
in the State of Virginia, is entitled to five shares, or 5-100ths 
of said interest. 

Dr. Daniel Rowlett, of Fannin county, Texas, to 5-100ths 
or shares, thereof. : a 

Dr. Alfred H. Garnett, and -Henry Waring, of Essex coun- 
ty, and State of Virginia, to 5-100ths, or shares of said inte- 
test. 

Gen. Thomas Brown, and James T. Archer, of the City of 
Tallahassee, in Florida, to one such share, as aforesaid. 

Dr. Wm. R. Hayward, of the City of Tallahassee, in Florida, 
to one such share. 

Robert J. Hayward, of the said City, to orie such share. 

James T. H. Lorimer, of the said county of Leon, to one, 
such share. ‘ 

Joseph Rudesell, of the said City, to one share. 

Alfred A. Fisher, of the said City, to one share. 
ee Duvall, Secretary of the Territory of Florida, to one 
Share, : i ; 
a oige T. Ward, of the said county of Leon, tọ one such 
share, f : 
unm C. Lewis, of the said city of Tallahassee, to one 
share, 
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Messrs. Rafferty &-Kindon, of the said City, to.one such 
share. 

T i Livingston Rutgers, of said City, to. one. suck 
share. 

‘Nathaniel Bemis, of the said City, to one such share. 

David .C, Wilson, of-said City, to, one such. share.. 

Robert White, of said.City, to one such share; and Charles 
Fenton Mercer, of said City, to the residue of the 100 shares, 
into which. the entire interest, or stock, of the, Association, is 

Of these sharzs, Charles. F. Mercer is in. treaty. for further 
subscriptions of stock, to the amount, including the above, of 
fifty of the one hundred shares, aforesaid. i 

The. fifty shares, when disposed of, will provide the sum of 
twenty-two thousand five hundred dollars, for.carrying on the , 
survey,and colonization of the lands, included in the agree- 
ment first mentioned, according to the terms thereof, 

CHARLES FENTON MERCER, 
Chief Agent of the “Texas Association.” 


~ ee 


[DOCUMENT DJJ 
Houston, January. 17th, 1845, 
The Hon. E. Antex, Attorney General, 


and Acting Secretary of State, 
of the Republic of Texas, 


Sir: 


By a Colonization Contract.I had the. honor to make, on 
the 29th of January, 1844, with the late President of Texas, I 
and my associates, are required to transmit to the Department 
of State, within six months fromthe above date, and.once 10 
eyery six months thereafter, until we shall have obtained an 
act of incorporation, a statement of the common name, or title, 
assumed :by our Association, together with a-list of our names, 
and a statement ofthe share or shares, of each, in the stock, or 
property of the Association. 
In compliance with the above obligatien, I beg leave to.en- 
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close, under cover of this letter, our second semi-annual report, 
to your Department. . l 
Ou a comparison of-itavith: our first; forwarded. from Bon- 
ham, in July last, it will be perceived that our numbers-have 
been, since, much augmented. In the same proportion, -ade- 
quate funds have been provided, to carry.on the operations of 
ihe Association: which now comprehends many of, the stiost 
respected-citizens ofthe United-Srates. It ‘is, also, believed 
that, since July, the number of emigrant families, on our grant, 
has been more than doubled; though the ill health of our Sür- 
veyor, and Sub Agent, Captain Pillans, has delayed, much, the 
location of their lands. ‘Being allowed till‘May, for that pur- 
pose, no apprehension is: felt, of being ‘wnablé to fix, perma- 
nen{ly,a‘number_ of families, in due time, to fulfil our agtee- - 
ment with the Texian Government. 
I have-the Honor -to. be, Sir, 
‘With kigh respect, = 
Your obediént, and 
-Humble ser vant, 
C. F. MERCER. 


> 
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‘Houston, Texas; . 2 


January 17th, 1845.. 


The-second semi-annutl report of the “Texas “Asséciation,” 
to the Secretary of State of the Républic of Fexas, rnade in 
conformity to the’ provisions of ah-agreement.“béating “date ` 
thè 29th of January, $844, between the -Republic ‘of Texas, 
acting by His Extelency, Sam. Houston, Président thereof, 
—and Charles"Fenton “Mercer, and such associates as hè 
might choose. 


The “Texas -Association ià the common name, or title,'as- 
sumed by the grantee, C. F. Mercez,‘and-‘his-associates, on 'the 
Sth of May=1844, under his contraét with the, Republic of Tex- 
as, of the 29ih: of January, ñext preceding: atid the annexed 
list furnishes.thé naniés; and opposite to ‘them, the number of 
shares,-of the:stock; or *propérty, of the Associatidn—held on 
the Ist day of the present month, by Hinitself, and his associates, 
tespéctively—as‘also-the tesidence of the shdre-holdersi— _ 


< F. Mercer, 
Dr. Rowlett, 
E. ©. Cabell, 
Richard Burchitt, 
Jno. R. Cooke, 

B. F. Whitner, 
Rev, N. McBride, 
Gen. ©. W. Dupont, 
James B. Gamble, 
G. W. Anderson, 
Dr. L. P. Yandell, 
Dr. A. H. Garnett, 
Gen. T. Brown, 

N. P. Bemis, 

Robert White, 

Maj. Camp, 

Benj. C. Lewis, 

E. G. Booth, 

Dr.. W. H. Hayward, 
R. S. Hayward, 

J. & H. Lorimer, 
H. L. Rutgers, 
Thomas Duvall, 
Jacob Elliott, 


ABODE. 
Tallahassee, Fa., 
Near Bonham, Texas, 
Tallahassee, Fa., . 

13 ít 


Richmond, Va, 


Near Tallahassee, Fa., 


Near Quincy, Fa., 
t & (43 


A 
At Fallahassee, Fa. 
Louisville, Ky., 

13 3 


Loretto, Essex Co, Va. 


Tallahassee, Fa., 
(3 (13 


(33 (1i 


Marshal of Fa., Tallahassee. 


Tallahassee, Fa., 
&¢ 4t 


t ag 


co i 
te e 


Bowling Green, Ky., 


WHENCE ORIGINALLY. 


Virginia, 
« 


8 
South Carolina, 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Virginia, 
Kentucky, 
T'ennessee, 
Virginia, 

ve 

it 
North Carolina, 
Virginia, 

« 

i 


Maryland, 
« 


South Carolina, 
New York, 
Kentucky, 
New York, 


Total number of Shares, 100. 
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sé 
4—5ths of one. 


54 1-5 shares, 
ck 


994 
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The preceding list among other shares comprehends forty, 
which, by, agreement with his associates, the original contract- 
or and grantee, ©. F, Mercer, bound himself to his associates, 
severally, by separate written contracts, to sell, for the purpose 
ofraising the necessary funds to defray the expenses of sur- 


veyors, and agents. 


By their sale he has provided 4,000 dollars, per annum, for 
the five years" allowed byf his contract to complete the colo- 
nization of the lands described therein. 

. By his several contracts with his associates, he is constituted 
“ Chief Agent,” (without compensation or salary,) of the “Tex- 
as Association,” with very ample power to complete its ob- 
jects, in a manner highly beneficial to the colonists, and to the 
Republic of Texas. . 

For this purpose he now makes his third visit to Texas, He 
has constituted Dr. Danjel Rowlett his sub-agent, with equal 
power to supply his place in his necessary absence: and in 
case of his own death or incapacity, is authorized to name his 
successor in the chief agency of the “ Texas Association,” and 
to fix his salary, and prescribe his duties. . 

Two bodies of surveyors were engaged, to act under the su- 
perintendance and instructions of Dr. Rowlett and Capt. P. J. 
Pillans,in completing the survey thenin progress, of the out- 
lines of the lands set apart for colonization, by his contract; and 
in sectionizing the vacant lands preparatory to the report to be 
made on the first of May next. On the first of July, there were 
on the grant, 109 emigrant families. 

In testimony of the preceding statements, I have hereunto 
setmy name, as the original grantee, and chief agent of the 
“Texas Association,’ on the 17th day of January, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five. , 

C. F. MERCER, 
Original Grantee, and 
Chief Agent of the 
“ Texas Association.” 
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DOCUMENT E. 


Lo the Searetary of State. 
‘of the ‘Republic of Texas : 


In conformity to the contract of the undersigned with. the 
several associates he has chosen, under‘his agreement with the 
‘Republic of Texas, of the 29th of January, 1844, for colonizing 
part of the vacant territory of the Republic, he-begs leave to 
make reportas follows: _ 

As soon as his apreerhent, which had béen a fortnight in ñe- 
potiation, had been: completed, by the intérchahge of official 
copies, duly attested, on the day-above mettionéd, the contract 
or, whose name is subscribed, bargained with Maj. P. J. Pi- 
Jans, a civil engineer by profession, who had"béen‘in ‘the service 
of the’ Republic, to enter-upon the stitvey of the outlines ôf the 
tract of land set apart for colonization ;~and,-affér running aid 
marking-the sames to gub-divide such parts ‘of it as were nòt 

- pre-occupied by valid titles, and were “fit- for cultivation, ihto 
half and quarter sections, of one milesquare each, for the rte- 
ception of colonists. For ihis purpose he advanced ‘to Major 
Pillans $260 00) two hundred and sixty dollars, pursuant to a 
‘contract with him of the 30th of January, the day next succeed- 
dng the date of‘his agreement with the ‘Republic. As soon af- 
ter as practicable, the undersignéd made known, in Texas and 
the United States of-America, the existetice, conditions aud 
boundaries of his grant; and on the 3d of February, two days 
beforezhe left Washington, on the Brazos; fhe tendered to ‘Doc- 
tor-Rowlett, -for’3ervices to be rendered in Téxas; a twentieth 
‘part of his interést in the said agreement: of the 29th of Janu- 
ary; prior to which Doctor Rowlett had no-ktiowledge of the 
agreement whatever. 

The undérsinged, on'the. part of himself and his expected as- 
sociates, agreed-to give Maj. P. J. Pillans, along with his ne- 
cessiry expenses, seven hundred and fifty dollars for his servi- 
ces, in any capacity in which he might be instructed to act, 1n 
the fulfilment of the conditions of the contract of January 29th, 
1844, Maj. Pillans was to enter upomhis trust at Galveston, 
by the purchase of the necessary instruments for conducting the 
surveys of the granted lands, and the order of the surveys was 

prescribed by the terms of the agreement between the under- 
signed and himself, while the period of serviee was limited to 
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15 months, or the Ist day of May, 1845. Maj. Pillans, on his 
way to the grant, from Galveston, was to learn the extent and 
nature of the interferences by prior surveys or locations; and 
to push his field labors with all possible dispatch, on the lands 
not pre-occupied or located. Having made these preparations 
for the reception of the emigrants, the undersigned embarked 
at Galyeston, on the 10th of February, 1844, for the United 
States, and caused printed copies of his contracts with the Re- 
publi, to be published along with six hundred hand bills, com- 
prising the terms of colonization. In the first publication of 
these, he offered but one hundred and sixty acres to each emi- 
grant family. In that of September, at Cincinnati, he offered 
three hundred and twenty acres, to all the families who might 
‘arrive on the grant prior to the 23th of March; and he has re- . 
cently extended this allowance to the first day of July next, in 
conformity to the terms published by another company, eutitled 
“The Texas Emigration and Land Tompany;” the seat of 
whose operations is in Louisville, Kentucky. 

The proceedings of this company, of which the unuersigned 
, was a member, had already attracted general attention, by the 
offer of six hundred and forty acres to every family who might 
reach their colony by the 1st of July, 1844; and it was rot dif- 
ficult to. turn the channel of emigration thus opened to lands 
as near to the United States, and so defined by natural beund- 
aries, as vot to be mistaken. The grant of the undersigned, 
called for the boundaries of the grant of the former company, 
- ag well as for the natural*boundaries, which defined its true 
position on every map of Texas then extant, 

Accordingly, by the last of July, 1844, one hundred and 
nine families had entered, what the late Congress has termed 
“The Mercer Colony;” and Maj. Pilars late statement to the 
Texas Consulate, in New Orleans, in January last, makes the 
number at that time, two hundred families. The emigranis 
who compose this number, are exclusively from the United 
States; and chiefly from Arkansas and Missouri. 2 

In May, 1844, the undersigned secured the co-operation of 
many chosen associates, and in June, he returned to Texas, by 
way of Red River, travelling from Fulton, 700 miles, by land, 
to reach and explore the granted lands, and sppply the necessa- 
ry resources for the successful condact of the enterprise in 
which he had engaged. His associates, who made him their 
chief agent, without any compensation except that of his ac- 

49 
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tual disbursement, were not to share any part of the expense 
of the undertaking, prior to October, 1844; in which month, 
and each succeeding October, for the five following years, they 
contracted to pay, under the penalty of forfeiture for any default, 
$100—being 500 dollars in five annual instalments for each, 
of forty shares of the one hundred, into which the undersigned 
distributed his entire interest in the grant and agreement of 
the 29th of Sanuary, 1844, between himself and the Republic 
of Texas. 

On his arrival in the county of Lamar, le learnt in the vicin- 
ity of Paris, and as he approached it, that his contract had been 
so grossly misrepresented, as to be odious to the people, and 
a topic of the electioneering canvass for Congress, then begun, 
and zealously conducted by the rival candidates. It was 
further intimated to the undersigned by an officer of the Gov- 
ernment, that “it had been declared (and he felt it to be his 
duty to inform the undersigned) that the survey which had 
been commenced on the 25th of March; 1844, never should 
proceed ; and, that very violent measures were in contemplation 
to arrest it, if an attempt were made to continue it. Knowing 
the reports which had led to this state of things were founded 
in, falsehood, and feeling that they reflected more injuriously 
upon the Government of Texas than on himself, the under- 
signed was rather stimulated to proceed than deterred by-these 
most extraordinary and groundless threats. He travelled as he 
had done, on horseback, lodging at night on the open prairie, 
and by day encountering the hottest sun of July and August, 
sometimes arrested by sickness, but never disheartened or 
appalled by the terrors set before him. 

The undersigned is required to state his several contracts, 
and when known to him, those of his sub-agents. His first 
contract he has already stated, to have followed, but a single 
day, his agreement of the 29th of January, 1844, with the Re- 
public of Texas; and was with Maj. P. J. Pillans, who con- 
siders Bonham, in Fannin county, his place of abode. 

The next contract was made by his sub-agent and associate, 
Doctor Daniel Rowlett, with Mr. Bean, the Clerk of Fannin 
County, Court, and also, a deputy Surveyor of that county; and 
was for sectionizing the grant, at the rate of two dollars per mile, 
for every mile tequired to be run and marked. 

The third contract for completing the outlines of the grant 
was made on the 19th of August, with A. G. Kemball, residing 
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near Paris, in Lamar county, in which, he was united with a 
younger brother, living in the same neighborhood. In this, 
the same price was fixed, for the lines requiring to be run but 
once; for those, which connecting points, whose bearing from 
each other was unknown, and therefore, were to be twice run, 
in order to be permanently marked, three dollars per mile, was 
allowed. This contract was completed to the Brazos, onthe 
15th of January, or near it, as the undersigned has been inform- 
ed, by A. G. Kemball, the contractor; who, with his younger 
brother, was to complete the-outlines of the grant, that were 
needed, to give specific notice of its boundaries, to all persons 
interested therein. 

The boundary frem opposite the lower bank of the false 
Wichita, was comprehended within the lines of the large prior 
grant, to W. S. Peters, and others. Their Eastern line was, in 
truth, six miles East ofit; and for this reason, Maj. P. J. Pil- 
lans deemed it unnecessary to run it, since, unless their con- 
tract should be forfeited, the undersigned could hold, or colo- 
nize no land Hast of the prior grant, and consequently, none 
East of his first line, of fifty miles in length, from Red River. 

But, learning in January last, that the Congress of Texas 
desired all the outlines to be run, the undersigned. diligently 
met their wishes, by sending instructions, and providing ade« 

quate means to have the first line of 50 miles run, as soon as 

he was thus apprised; and this he did without doubting that 
the Resolution expressing this desire, in make a compliance 
with it, essential to the duration of the contract of the 29th of 
January, between the Republic and the undersigned, was «u 
palpable violation of that contract ; and under the Constitution 
of Texas, absolutely void. : . 

The residue of the contracts, hitherto made, were made by 
Dr. Rowlett.. The last contract is believed to have been en- 
tered into for the purpose of laying off for colonization, by a 
Surveyor of the name of Patton, part of-the lands before men- 
tioned, between the Brazos and the ‘Trinity. 

The expenses hitherto attendant on these various operations, 
and the planting of more than 200 emigrant families on the 
said lands, have much exceeded the prior estimate of the un- 
dersigned—in making which he was assisted by Maj. P. J. 
Pillans. That gentleman alone, had received from the un- 
dersigned, early in March, 1092 dollars; and to A. G. Kimball 
and his brother, 620 dollars had been paid in January last. 
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The personal expenses of the Chief Agent, in journeys by 
sea and land, exceeding 11500 miles, had amounted to but 759 
dollars on the 3d day of March, 1845; don to which the ac- 
count of those disbursements has been carried. 


Since then, powder and-lead, sufficient to supply one hun- 
dred rounds of the very best ammunition, io three hundred 
rifles, have been forwarded to the Colony, under the care of U, 
Matthieson, Esq., of Paris, in Lamar county ; and have before 
ibis, reached their destination. Funds were also remitted by the 
same conveyance, tothe Sub Agent, Doctor Daniel Rowlett, 
late ofthe Congress of Texas, for incidental expenses; and 
larger amounts deposited in the hands of F. E. Lindenberger, 
& Co., of New Orleans, to meet his drafts, for the payment of 
the Surveyors engaged in laying off and sectionizing the town- 
ships, to be colonized. Indeed, such has been the exertion of 
the undersigned, that no doubt, exists, on bis part, that every 
condition of his contract will be scrupulously and strictly 
complied with, in despite of the obstacles thrown in his way, 
by interested speculators, and by the acts of the two Houses of 
the last Congress, founded on their misrepresentations of the 
design of the contract, made by the undersigned, with the Re- 
public of Texas, through the action ofits late President. 


In August last, the undersigned was prompted to enter into 
a full exposition of all the circumstances, which led to, and 
accompanied a contract, begun by the 19th of January, 184, 
and seven times transcribed, (four times officially.) with the 
knowledge of more than nine persons, seven of whom held of 
ficial stations under the eye of the Congress, then in session; 
not one of whom was, or could have been placed under anin- 
junction of secresy ; and none of whom had any interest, vest- 
ed or promised, in the contract, at any time before or duriag 
its negociation and completion, nor has acquired any sinee. 
Referring to his vindication of the contract, in the Northern 
Standard, printed at Clarkesville, in August last, the under- 
signed forbears to add any further details to the above state- 
ment. 

Hehas omitted to add, that besides the sums pefore mentioned, 
more than $500 had been expended prior to the 4th of March, 
by the undersigned, on advertisements of his terms of coloni- 
gation, printing copies of his contract, postages, fees of coun- 
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sel, discounts on drafts, and miscellaneous items; «and Doctor 
Rowlett is known to have paid out $300, either by drafts on 
New Orleans, or otherwise, to Mr. Bean and Mr. Patton..- 

As a fund for surveyors fees, the sum of $8,is demandable, 
ofeach colonized family; but, as yet, no report has been 
made, to the undersigned, of the payment of this sum by any 
of the colonists; who will, prior to the Ist of July, next, re- 
ceive for it, 160 acres more than the contract of the uuder- 
signed, requires him to convey to any one family of emi- 
grants. ; 

In July last, Maj. Pillans was withdrawn from his duties, as 
surveyor, at his request; and he was directed to visit the sev- 
eral counties, within which, any part of the lands set apart for 
colonization, were found to lie, in order that he might ascer- 
tain, and instruct the surveyors in the field, not to survey any 
valid,prior locations, within the boundaries set forth,in the be- 
fore mentioned contract. No report, has as yet, been receiv- 
ed, by the undersigned, from this gentleman, of the result of 
his examinations. Overtaken by sickness, at Nacogdoches, 
he long remained there, incapable of any bodily or mental la- 
bor; and apprised the undersigned, as late asthe 4th of March 
last. that his health is not yet perfectly re-established. 

While the undersigned is bound, by his contract, and 
prompted by his inclination, to avoid any interference with 
rights, antecedent to the date of his contract, he feels it fo be 
equally his duty, to the Republic and to himself, to enforce, le- 
gally, those which are guaranteed to him, by that contract ; 
and least of all, will he respect those surveys, or locations, 
avowedly made, as soon as his contract was known, by a body 
of hungry speculators, in open defiance of his rights, and of 
the Proclamation, then in force, of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in June 1844, made, by order of the Pre- 
sident, with a view to the pending negotiations for peace, 
with the several Indian tribes. on the frontier counties of the 
Republic. Within those counties, and on that frontier, the 
Western boundaries, of the Jands aforesaid, will be found: 
and near the centre of the part of those lands, West of the 
Trinity, was, and is, their favorite hunting grounds; and has, 
Since, been the theatre of their depredations on the colonists. 
in all doubtful cases, the undersigned will seek, by compro- 
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mise, to avoid litigation—of which, experience and observa 
tion, have taught him the folly. 

He repaired to the last Congress, too late in the session to 
efect some very desirable modifications of his contract, with 
a view to condense the population on the lands, reserved for 
colonization, along the Indian frontier; to economise and ju- 
diciously apply the wooded lands, to the extension of coloni- 
zation on the neighboring prairies; and to the application of 
a fund for clearing out, and otherwise improving the naviga- 
tion of the Trinity river. 

He yet hopes to effect these very important ends, in a man- 
ner equally beneficial to the colonists, to the undersigned, and 
to the Republic of Texas. è 

The last semi-annual report, stated the names of the copart- 
ners of the undersigned, and the terms, in general, of their as- 
sociation with him, under the title of “The Texas Association” 
Since then, no material change has taken place, in the organi- 
zation of the association, or the persons it comprehends. 

All which, is most respectfully submitted, in complidnce 


with his duty, by - 
» F. MERCER, 
Original Contractor and Chief Agent 
of the “Texas Association.” 


New Orleans, Louisiana, 
March the 31st, 1845. 


[DOCUMENT F.] 
New Orleans, July 8th 1845. 


To the Hon. E. Allen. 
Secretary of State, of the 
_ Republic of Texas. 
Sir— 

In obedience to the obligation imposed on me, by the con- 
tract of the 29th of January 1844, between the late Presiden- 
of the Republic of Texas, (acting in behalf thereof,) and my- 
self, and such associates as I might choose, I beg leave to su b- 
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mit to you, as the organ of communication, pointed out in the 
said contract, the following semi-annual report—being the 
third which I have had the honor to make, since the above 
date. : 

I remain, 

With great respect, 
Your ob't. serv’t. 
C. F. MERCER, 
Original Grantee, and Chief Agent 
of the “Texas Association.” 


The undersigned, Agent of the “Texas Association,” formed 
in pursuance of the contract of January 29th 1844, between 
Sam. Houston, President of the Republic of Texas, acting in 
behalf thereof, and Charles Fenton Mercer, and such associ- 
ates, as he should, or might, choose, begs leave, in conformity 
with one of the provisions of the said contract, to report, that 
the present copartners of the “Texas Association,” consist of 
the following persons, having the shares of stock šet opposite 
to their respective names: the variation from the list, presen- 
ted by the 2d semi-annual report, bearing date Jan. Ist 1845, 
having been produced by transfers and forfeitures of stock, re- 
sulting from the inability of the first holders to comply with 
the terms of the contract herewith transmitted, viz. : 


NAMES OF THE RESPECTIVE HOLDERS—SHARES 
HELD AND SUMS PAID FOR THEM. 


Shares numbered from 1 to-6, held by E. C. Cabell, who has 
paid $600, for 6 shares. 

From 7 to 9, held by R. T. Birchett, who has paid $300, for 
3 shares. : 

From 19 to 20 and 29, held by C. H. Dupont, who has paid 
$300, for 8 shares. ` 

From 21 to 23, beld by B. F. Whitner, who has paid $150, 
for 3 shares ; leaving to be paid hereafter $150. 
ao 10, held by H. L. Rutgers, who has paid $100, for 1 
share. 
Rae 11, held by Nathaniel Bemis, who has paid $100, for 1 
share. 
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No 12, held by Wm. R. Hayward, who has paid $100, for 
share. 

No 18, held by Edwin G. Booth, who has paid $100, for1 
share. ; bt oa 

No 14, held by Thos. Brown and J. T. Archer, who have 
paid $100, for 1 share. 

No 15, held by B. C. Lewis, who has paid $160, for 1 
share. 

No 16, held by A. H. and E. A. Garnett, who have paid 
$100, for 1 share. l 

No 17, held by John G. Camp, who has paid $100 for 1 
share. 

No 18, held by P. M. White,assignee of A. A. Fisher,who has 
paid $100, for 1 share. ` 

Nos 24, 25, and 26, are reserved for the Rev. J. S. McBride, 
who has not paid. : 

No 28, is reserved for J. T. H. Lorimer, who has promised 
payment, but not paid. 

No. 27, is held by T. E. Lindenberger and W. N. Brodie 
who have paid $100, for 1 share. 

No. 30 is heldby G. W. Anderson: who has paid $100 for 
1 share. 

No 81, is held by L. P. Yandell, who has paid $100, for 1 
share. f i l 

No. 82, 88, 34, 35 and 36, are to be issued to John M. 
Cooke, when he shall have paid, as promised, $500 the first en- 
stalment due on five shares. 

The shares held by other original associates have been 
forfeited, and four of the forty, subjected to sale, by the con- 
tract of the undersigned, with-his associates, in order to pro- 
vide adequate funds for colonization, remain to be disposed of. 

In the absence of the funds thus held back, the private for- 
tune ofthe undersigned has been applied to the payment of 
the expeneses, attending the colonization of the Jands set a- 
part fur that purpose by the contract of Jaunary 1844. 

Of the sum of 4,317 75 cents. 2,589 50 has been derived 
from the “Texas Association,” and $1,728 25 advanced by the 
undersigned. 

As Chief Agent, he accepts no salary from the: Association, 
andin his personal expenses, which are defrayed out of the 
common fund, he has observed a strict economy. 
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On the Ist of May, he had, with the assistance of his sub- 
agents, introduced and settled on the granted lands, appropri- . 
ated to colonization,209 families; and t5 awaited a second vis- 
it of Dr. Daniel Rowlett to the settled lands, to accompany 
him, when the whole number will not fall short of 224, all of 
whom are armed with rifles, and provided at their own cost 
with amunition. But in compliance with his contract, the un- 
dersigned transmitted in March last, 1100 Ibs. of amunition to 
Bonham; having previously written to the General of Brigade, 
_in Fannin county, to recommend for its safety and convenient 
use, in case of necessity, a secure place of deposit. It is now 
in Bonham; the most place of perfect security, not too remote ` 
_ from the new settlements. e 

The outlines of the grant were completed, surveyed and 
marked (including a line of fifty miles, which it had been 
deemed unnecessary to run, because entirely within the limits 
` of another grant,) before the middle of March, in compliance 
with the resolution ofthe last Congress. to establish the limits 
of Mercer’s Colony. To guard the lands reserved to the Re- 
public from intrusion and waste, and to secure the other pub- 
lic purposes of the contract of January, 1844, the several fam- 
ilies colonized have been required to enter into express stipu- 
lations; and among these, provision has been made for the 
erection of school houses, on the lands granted for the promo- 
tion ofeducation. ' . 

In performance of the various duties of Chief Agent, the un- 
dersigned has travelled not less than 14000 miles; 1200 of 
which has been performed on horseback, at the most incle- 
ment seasons; and no pains have been spared to arouse in the 
United States, the spirit of emigration; and to divert its cur- 
rent from the lands surveyed by the American Government to 
those of Texas. - — 

Among the Chief inducements to settle on the Public Lands 
of the United States, has been the preparation made by the 
General Government for the reception of emigrants, by sur- 
veying those lands, and laying them off in townships, sections, 
and half and quarter sections, to suit the convenience of the 
first settlers. In imitation of this course,has been that of the 
“Texas Association;” among the fruits of their labor is the ac- 
companying map of the Upper Trinity, and its tributary 
streams. 
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In the prosecution of the labors above mentioned, the Chief 
Agent, and his Sub-Agents and Surveyors, have encountered 
an opposition which was, least of all, to be expected, where 
the undersigned has been credibly informed, that his contract 
when first announced, as in Robertson county,was hailed with 
joy. Ifrequired, he can supply abundant proof of this fact. 

In other parts of the Republic, the origin of his contract, 
and the circumstances attending its negociation, have been 
either misconceived, or grossly misrepresented. For the in- 
formation of the present Government of Texas, he begs leave 
to accompany this report with a printed copy, a narrative of 
all those circumstances, which he caused to be published in 
the “Northern Standard,” in August, 1844. l 


All of which is respectfully submitted by 
C. F. MERCER. 


Original grantee, and 

Chief Agent of the 

Texas Association. 
New Orleans, June 8th, 1845. 


[DOCUMENT G.] 
New York, September 25th, 1845. 


Fo the Honorable 
the Secretary of Slate 
of the Republic of Texas: l 
2 à 
Sir:— 

My last semi-annual report, asthe original grantee and Chief 
Agent of the “Texas Association” formed under the contract 
for colonization of the 29th of January, 1844, bore date at New 
Orleans, the 31st of March, 1845. 

Since then, [have again visited Texas, the fourth time, and 
in ajeurney of six hundred miles, within the Republic by way 
of Franklin, Robertson county, and Col. Stroud’s settlement, 
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three miles below the southren boundary of the lands describ- 
ed in that contract, have explored that portion of them,. lying 
west of the Trinity, as I did, in the second visit to the Repub- 
lic. that lying east of that river. 

On my-journey, I contracted with Col. Ripley Wheelock, of 
Wheelock, in the county of Robertson, to act as a sub-agent 
of the “Texas Association,” on the west side of the Trinity; and 
with Mr. B. Chambers,an experienced surveyor, to survey 
and sectionize sixteen townships for immediate settlement un- 
der Col. Wheelock’s agency. Mr. Chambers himself accom- 
panied in my. journey, from Franklin tothe residence of Col. 
Smith, Captain of the Rangers on Chamber's creek, a branch 
of Rich Land. We there Jearnt, that a determination existed, 
to arrest the surveys, for colonization on that side of the Trin- 
ity, by force, if they were prosecuted after such notice; and 
that Co]. Smith and his neighbor, Mr. Howe, stood pledged 
with a few other persons to this course of opposition, to the 
contract of January, 1844. I desired Mr. Chambers, whose 
contract was signed at Co]. Smith’s and attested by him, te 
obtain incontestible evidence of the threatened resistance of 
the laws of the Republic, and totransmit it te your Depart- 
ment. i 

Ideem it proper, here, to mention before I proceéd in this re- 
port, that I learnt from Col. Wheelock and Stroud; and from 
other gentlemen of equal respectability, though less publicly 
known; that when the above contract was made, the news of 
its existence was received with joy, by the frontierinhabitants, 
of Robertson county, as furnishing means of security from the 
depredations of the Indians on the North East. while the Re- 
public was threatened with a Mexican invasion,on the Wes- 
tern frontier of the Republic. 

I also understood from those gentlemen, and others, while I 
spent twelve days at Franklin, copying the county Map, that 
the above sentiment, underwent an entire revolution. as soon 
as peace was made with the Indian tribes, who had refused to 
treat the preceding Autumn, and on the failure of Mexico, to 
execute her threats of invasion. From the surveys of the 
county, Falso learnt, that the’ official communication by the 
Surveyor General of the lines of my contract; which have nat- 
ural corners in Robertson and could not be mistaken; had been 
purposely kept back, by the bearer, or bis agent; while a rush 
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into the lands set apart for colonization, to make private lo- 
cations;has been manifested by the fact that,with a full know- 
ledze, from the report of the existence of my contract; more 
than nine hundred surveys were made subsequently to its 
date. 

As no threats had discouraged me fromthe prosecution of 
m rights, and those of my associates, the preceding year, and 
the result had been, the settlement on the granted lands, of 
more than 220 emigrant families, I made it a point to execute 
my contract with Mr. Chambers,in the presence of Col. Smith, 
and to pay him in advance, a sum, for his outfit, which he 
deemed sufficient; at the same time I assured him (an assu- 
rance subsequently realized,) that a sufficient deposit should 
be made of funds, in the hands ofthe mercantile firm of T. E. 
Lindenberger & Co., of New Orleans, to meet all his future 
demands. Alike advance I had made to Col. Wheelock.— 
My journey was much retarded by high waters, which I had 
to swim at the hazard of my life, for I neverlearnt that art, 
mysel, and my poney was a recent purchase, and heavily bur- 
thened with myself and baggage. IJreached, after being four 
times lost on the way, the town of Bonham, on the ; and - 
having closed all my subsisting accounts there, to the satis- 
faction of the claimants, and completed the instructions of my 
sub-agent, Dr. Daniel Rowlett, as well asmade provision for 
the prosecution of the surveys on the east of the river Trinity; 
and prepared a map of the grant, from the recent surveys— 
I left Bonham on the ——- day of June; and Texas, by cross- 
ing Red River on the 13th of -tbat month. 

From Fort Towson, I proceeded by way of Washington in 
Arkansas to Little Rock,the Capital of that State; thence to 
„on White river, and down that river and the Missis- 
ippi to New Orleaas, where I arrived on the——day of 

I was detained there, by the publication of the map, I here- 
with transmit ; and of the accompanying contracts, and ternis 
of colonization, and providing 1000 copies of them, a fortnight 
—during which I enlarged the deposites, necessary to meet the 
drafts ofmy Sub Agents. . 

I next proceeded, by way of Louisville and Cincinnati, to 
St. Louis¥and to Alton, above the mouth of the Missouri, by 
water 7 and, taking the stage at the latter, I traversed the inte- 
rior of the States of Illinois and Indiana—visiting their Capi- 
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: tals, and inferior towns, and causing the terms of colonization 
to be advertized, in eight newspapers, of general circulation. 
At the public houses, on the road, those terms were set up,in 
ihe form of handbills, by the sides of their doors, throughout 
this journey. In the course of it, I also dispersed copies’ of the 
maps and contracts, before mentioned; and, personally, con- 
versed with the editors ef the Gazettes, and many new, as well 
as old, acquaintances—formed during twenty-three years ser- 
yice, in the House of Representatives of the United States—on 
` the subject of those terms, and the circumstances of the coun- 
try,to which they invited emigratien. I particularly sought to 
gather information, and disperse it, in relation to the best prac- 
tical mode of settling prairies, remote from woodland; and the 
substitution of wind, for water mills—which I had heard. and 
found, to be successfully practisea in Illinois. Ireached Louis- 
_ ville, by way of Madison, in Indiana; and there learning, that 
the “Texas, Emigration and Land Company,’—of which I . 
ceased to be a copartner, in the preceding autumn—had adver- 
tised in Europe, as well as in the United States, an extension, 
to the Ist of July, 18-56, of the grant of a moiety of each section 
they proposed to colonize. I conformed my terms to theirs— 
announcing, as willbe perceived, that, after that date, but 200 
acres would be allowed, to every emigrant family—The last 
quantity exceeds, by 40 acres, the requirement of the contract of 
January, 1814; and its expediency, as the reduction results, in 
part, from the obvious necessity of economizing the woodland, 
which, to the early emigrant, would prove more attractive 
than the prairies, remote from timber for building, fencing and 
fuel—a prejudice, it has taken much time to overcome, as I found 
in Illinois and Indiana ; for, asto the poor man, it is a preju- 
dice to consider the forest preferable to the prairies. An expe- 
tienced farmer would rather have a prairie, without wood, than 
wood with no prairie. 

From Louisville, I ascended the Ohio, to the western coun- 
ties of Virginia, where I had sought, the preceding autumn, to 
Temove objections to a settlement in Texas. There I renewed 
those efforts, in the large circles of society; gathered at the va- 
nous watering places, near the Alleghany. I arrived at this 
place, more especially to accomplish two objects,—to obiain 
mechanics for the new town of Fenton,—laid off on the east 
bank of the Trinity; first at eight, now at twenty-eight, miles, 
below the junction of the Boisd’Arc, or East Fork, with ithe 
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main river: Dr, Rowlett having preferred a bluff there, to the 
one previously contemplated, asa site for the commercial entre- 
pot ofthe new Colony. My second object was to open, through 
German houses in this city, a direct intercourse with their na- 
tive country; and to facilitate the introduction of emigrants 
from among a people distinguished, alike, - for frugality, as well 
as industry and perseverance; and who now. emigrate with 
abundant means of promptly providing the comforts, as wellas 
the necessaries of life. For this purpose, I am now in dail 
correspondence with Mr. Laird, of Switzerland—the highly 
respectable President of the “German Emigration Company,” 
of this city. l 
- I have already stated all the contracts that Ihave or any of 
my agents have made since my last semi-annual report, and all 
that remains for a fulfilment of the conditions of the two con- 
tracts, of which, printed copies accompany this report, is to 
furnish a statement of the expenditures of myself and sub- 
agents, and a list of my present associates, which varies, by 
means of recent transfers and some forfeitures from my last. 
The total expenditure, so far as it has been ascertained, and 
except the sum of $96, due to Mr. Patton or his order, 
and not called for, it is believed that all is included, amounts 
with that claim to $5,235 41; and it appears, from a careful 
examination, to have arisen under the following heads, viz: 


Paid to the Surveyor, including the salary of 

of Major Pillans, $ 2,883 50 
For printing and advertising terms of Col- 

onization, and subscription to Texian 

newspapers, , i 241 60 
Eleven hundred weight of ammunition, in 

store at Bonham, and its carriage from 


New Orleans, 119 25 
Postages and stationery for 20 months, 83 őt 
Commissions to T. E. Lindenberger & Co., 

and E. Hall, and exchange on drafts, 61 22 . 
For fee of counsel for advice at yarious times, 50 00 
For agency, exclusive of five shares of stock 
to Dr. Daniel Rowlett, East of the Trinity, 50 00 


For loan to Tach, an emigrant received in 


Florida, 40 00 
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For interest on advances of money, now ex- 
ceeding two thousand dollars, and aver- 
aging one thousand six hundred dollars 
for the twenty months last past, 

For a horse and full-equipment, left for future 
use with Judge Trimble, near Washing- 
ton, Arkansas, 

Expended by the Chief Agent in travelling and 
all other personal provision and accom- 
modation, including medicines and phys- 
icians’ bills for twenty months, 


Making a total sum of 


From which, deductiug $3,050 00, received | 
from the Association, 

And the payments in advance, to this date, 
amount to 


Besides which, a sum to meet future drafts, 
remains in New Orleans. 


1,368 30 


$ 5,235 41 


3,050 00 
$ 2,185 41 


THE PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE TFXAS ASSOCIATION, ATE AS 


y ASe DAY st 


Garran irainaren 
ee E rem AT AE E an SINI A OE A haana Ae AEA DAENDA en ARN ARS e mem e ee met ee eb eee oe ances 


Sums 


S ~ | Sums to 
Names. Residence. : ha a be pa‘d 
ac ne | hereafter. 
1. Edward C. Cabell, Florida, 6 $ 600 00 | $2,400 
2. Richard T. Birchett, 3 300 00| 1,200 
3. Charles N. Dupont, a 3 300 00] 1,200 
4, Benjamin F. Whitner, i 3 150 00 |- 1,351 
5. Rev. N. MeBride, í 3 1,500 
6. S. T. Bailey, Georgia, 2 200 00 800 
8. A. H. & E. M. Garnett, Virginia and Florida, P. 200 | 300 
10. Thos. Brown & Jas. T. 
Archer, 1 100 | 400 - 
12. Wm. R. Hayward & Dr. | 
Randolph, Me | 1 100 400 
14. E. Lindenberger & W. H. $ 
Brodie, - New Orleans, | 1 100 | 400 
15. B.G.Booth, late of Florida. Virginia, 1 100 400 
16. H. L. Rutgers, Florida, 1 100 400 
17. N. P. Bemis, « | 1 100 4.00 
18. John G. Camp, ‘t | 2 100 | 400 


TITHE PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE TEXAS ASSOCIATION : 
( Continued.) 


Cn ` 
O — preety Rano aa AN a a ne ere 
. | Sums to 
Names. Residence. S | Ne be paid 
| each. | “paid. hereafter. 
19. W. C. Lewis, Florida, 'i 100 400 
20. ‘Lorimer, f 1 m 500 
21. G. Washington Anderson, | Louisville, Ky., 1 100 400 
22, Lansford P. Yandell, i ‘£ 1 100 400 on 
23. Francis Griffen, Mississippi, 1 200 300 A 
24, James Craig, Louisville, Ry. | 1 ——— 500 
25. Dr. MeCormick, U. S. A., | Of Gen. Gains’ staff, 1 anes 500 


Services renders | eer 
ed and to be 


26. Dr. Daniel Rowlett, sub- 


agent, Bonham, Texas, 5 rondered. 
27. ©. F. Mercer, original | New Orleans, for the pre- | 54 1-5 : | 
grantee, sent, 
28. J. Eliott, by purchase of | OfO. P Mer- 
four-fifth of one share of __ | cèrs own stock, 
the grantee’s stock. Bowling Green, Ky,, ` | oan T a | 


28 Share-holders—95 shares-—-$2,950 paid—14,550 to be paid. 
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Twenty-eight associates holding 95 shares, have paid $2,950, 
They owe 550 dollars, and have to pay after discharging that 
debt, for other instalments on 35 shares., Five shares remain 
to be disposed of, out of the 40 set apart to defray the expenses 
of colonization. Four stock-holders have paid nothing yet re- 
ported ; though two, the Rev. J. Craig and Dr. McCormick, 
are supposed to have paid, each $100; and for 100 paid by 
the former, (as it is supposed,) credit is given in reporting the 
sum received to be $8050 instead of the above $2950 
Messrs. Grifin and the Garnetts have paid their second instal- 
ment. To the above resources is to be added the fees of survey 
charged the emigrant families ; supposing their number to be 
now 250, at which it is confidently rated, this resource 
amounts to $2,000, and is expected to be expended in aid of 
the remittances for surveys,-and agencies, and fees of counsel. 

To stimulate the spirit of improvement, the agent is prepar- 


ing alist of premiums for agricultural and horticultural produe- ` 


tions, as well as home manufactures; and he hopes, at no dis- 
tant period, to behold the erection of school houses and places 
of public worship: and the clearing out of the obstructions in 
the navigation of the Trinity, from Dallas, above his grant, to 
the Bay of Galveston. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
CHARLES F. MERCER, 


Original Grantee, and 
Chief Agent of the Texas Association. 
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[DOCUMENT H] 


“T'ALLSHASSE> J an’y. Ist, 1846, 


Tur SECRETARY or Stare 
OT THE Repusiic or Texas, 


Sri— 


I have the honor to transmit the enclosed letter and map ef 
part of the lands of the Republic of Texas, set apart for coloni- 


zation, and to remain, 
With great respect, 
Your most obedient servant, 
CHARLES F. MERCER. 
Chief Agent of the Texas Association 
of the United - States, 


+ 


kai 


GEN. C. F. MERCER’S LETTER. 


ig TALLABASSEE, FLORIDA ? 
December 3ist, 1845, Í 


"To the Hox. Secrerary eF STATE 
OF THE REPUBLIC GF TEXAS, 


The undersigned, Agent of the Texas Association, for him- 
self and his associates under thr .centract between his Excel- 
lency Sam Houstog, President of the Republie of Texas, and 
acting in behalf thereof; and himself and “such associates as he 
might choose,’ bearing date on the 29th of January, 1844, sub- 
mits to the-Secretary of State, according toa provision of 
that contract the fellowing statement being the fourth ‘that 
he has communicated since the above date. 

The association, united under ‘the above. conimon name, 
-chosén by them-and the undersigned, are at present,as follows; 
‘and their respective interests are as herein set forth : 
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-0 
Names of Associates. | Piaces of Abode. shares raf 
each. 
Edward Carrington Cabell, Tallahassee, Fa., 6 
Richard T. Birchett, | a e | 3 
Henry L. Rutgers, | s G 1 
Nathaniel P Bemis, c: Gi | 1 
Wiliam R. Hayward, and 
J. H. Randolph, e 0“ | 4 
Edwin G. Booth, of Nanse- 
mond county, Va. 5 _ | Black & White’s P.O. 1 
Thomas Brown and James 
T. Archer. Tallahassee Fa., i 
Benjamin C. Lewis, s t i 
. H. Garnett, of "Loretto, e 
A Geox county, Va. and 
Edgar M. Garnett, of Leon 
county, Florida. | i 
Jobn G. Camp, | Tallahassee, Fa. 1 
P. W. White, Quincy, Fa., 1 
Charles H. Dupont, e « 3 
Benjamin F. Whitner, ‘Leon, co., Fa., 3 
Samuel T. Bailey, Macon, Ga., | 2 
Asa B. Clark, Tallahassee, Fa., 1 
T. E. Lindenberger and W. | . 
H. Brodie, New Orleans, La. 1 
J. H. T. Lorimer, Leon co., Fa. 1 
G. Washington Anderson, | Louisville, Ky., 1 
Lansford P. Yandell, “ s 1 
James Craik, “ és 1 
Francis Griffin foot of Island | 
Mississippi, 1 
Robart S.and Richard Hay- | 
ward, Leon co., Fa. -} L 
Jacob Elliott, Elizabethtown, Ky, „4 045 
C. F. Mercer, original gran- | 
tee, Tallahassee, Fa., 59 4-5 


Forfeited shares unsold, the property of the ‘Association—6. 
Total stock of the Association—1L00 shares. , 
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Of the above shares, certificates have been issued but for 34 
shares. No certificates have been issued or sold by the original 
grantee for his exclusive benefit. On ths shares sold at $500 
each, to create afund to defray the expenses of colonization, all - 
the dues have been paid, except $400; and that sum is confi- 
dently expected by the firstday-of May, 1846. — oo 

The greatest difficulty encountered by the association, has 
arisen from the impediments to the survey and sub-division of 
the granted lands set apart for colonization. Funds for this pur- 
pose have never been wanted; large deposits in New Orleans 
have long awaited drafts for surveying. Those impediments | 
will be noticed hereafter, in this report,more particularly. Sev- 
eral of the associates who were among the first to agree to 
unite with the undersigned in forming the “Texas Association,” 
have found it inconvenient to pay the several instalments re- 
quired of them by the terms of their association. ‘Their shares 
have been either not issued, or sold, or retained as forfeited to 
the association for future use. i ; 

The Jast contract, made by the undersigned with T. Claxton 
Taylor, a Civil Engineer, and practical Surveyor, recommend- 
edin the last annual report of Col. Tnaomas Blake, Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office of the United States, and 
now a contractor with the Federal Government for sectionizing 
the public lands of Louisiana, requires him to be paid to the ex- 
tent of six thousand dollarg, or twelve shares of the stock of the 
Texas Association, at the rate of two dollars per mile, for every 
mile necessary to be run and marked, to lay off the lands to be 
colonized, into townships of six miles square, and sectionize 
them, in such manner, that every section, half, or quarter sec- 
tion, may be readily found. To the payment of the claims of 
Mr. Taylor, whe is now engaged in the execution of his con- 
tract, will be applied, the forfeited and unsold shares. Any 
deficiency that may remain, will be provided for out of the se- 
parate stock of the undersigned. Ont of which, will, also, 
hereafter, be provided the compensation of those Sub Agents 
who may be engaged, or have been in the service of the Asso- 
ciation, fer a compensation promised in stock. The ucder- 
Signed will be repaid by the shares sold. 

The substitution of shares of stock, for money, was insisted 
upon by the last Contractor, Mr. Taylor, against the wishes of 
the undersigned, who was not desirous to part with his private 
and separate stock. But,for the Association, it is a desirable, 
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substitution; since it creates in the Surveyor, engaged for all 
fhe surveying, not hitherto contracted for, an obvious and con- 
trolling interest in the faithful and diligent discharge of his du- 
ty, by ascertaining, when practicable, the limits of all legal lo- 
cations, prior to the date of the contract of January 29th, 1844, 
and carefully avoiding any interference with all such locations. 
It will, also, be his interest, as one of the Texas Association, to 
perform correctly his labors in the field, and to return accurate 
maps to the Starveyor’s Office, of the sectionized lands, and of 
the entire tract set apart for colonization by the above contract. 

The undersigned being required by his several contracts with 
his associates, to report, semi-annually, to the Secretary of State, 
or other proper officer of the Pexian government, other particu- 
lars, not required of him by the contract of January 29th, 1844, 
but, yet, such as may be of interest to that government, begs 
leave to make this report, like his last, subserve both purposes. 
Accordingly, he proceeds to state:—That prior to May Ist, 
1845, by which period he was required, by his contract, with 
the Republic of Texas, to introduce and settle 100 families, on 
the lands set apart for colonization, by the contract of January 
29th,.1844, “The Texas Association” had introduced and set- 
tled more than 200 families, exclusively from the United States. 
To this date, itis believed, that no foreigner, from Europe, 
or any person who has ever lived out of the United States, has 
constituted an associate, or a colonist of the Association, form- 
ed under the last named contract® altheugh contrary has been 
charged. 

Early in May last, Dr. Daniel Rowlett, a Snb-Agent of the 
Association, had proceeded as far as 119 families, in his cen- 
sus of the Colony, to which the Texas Congress has given, 
without his co-operation or knowledge, at the time, the name 
of the undersigned. Dr. R. had also taken notes of hand of 
that number, for the fees of survey charged the several emigrant 
families; to each of whom, a certificate of title was contem- 
poraneously issued, in which the date of the arrival of eack 
family in the Colony is correctly stated, and from each family, 
by another instrument of writing, an obligation was exacted, 
to protect the lands of the Association, and the- reserved altér- 
nate sections of the Republic of Texas from waste; to sell no 
spirituous liquor; to supply no arms or ammunition to the 
Indians ; and to furnish a value of five dollars, in money, ma 
terials or labor, for the construction of school houses, whene¥ 
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er demanded. In return for these concessions, 320 acres of land 
was assured to each family, instead of- the- minimum quantity 
of 160 acres. Itwas found that many of the male emigrants, 
above seventeen years, had more than one rifle; that all were 
armed; and 1150 lbs. of ammunition had been received by the 
Sub Agent, from the undersigned, by the way of New Orleans 
and Red River, and stored in a place of safety, as convenient 
to the colonists as could well be provided. In fine, that every 
obligation of the undersigned, and the Texas Association, of 
which he is the Agent, had been fully fulfilled. 

Doctor Rowlett had been compelled, by bad weather, the 
scarcity of provisions and the very large party which accom- 
panied him, in May, through part of the Colony, to return 
home, without proceeding further in taking a census of the 
Colony; but when the undersigned left Texas, on the 13th of 
June last, Dr. Rowlett was about to renew his efforts to com- 
plete it; and reported to the undersigned, that the colonial fam- 
ilies, introduced and settled, at that date, amounted to more 
than two hundred and twenty, l 

The undersigned confidently believes that this number has 
been since, extended, by the arrival of other emigrants, to more 
than twice that number; soas to furnish a well grounded ex- 
pectation, that, by the end of the ensuing month, when the ob- 
ligations of the Texas Association, under the contract of Janu- 
ary, 1844, require two hundred and fifty families of "emigrants, 
inthe Mercer Colony, there will be five hundred families. 

Various causes have conspired to promote emigration to the 
portion of Texas comprehended in the above contract. “The 
undersigned, in the prosecution of his duty, as Chief Agent for 
the Texas Association, has made seven voyages’ by sea, tra- 
yelled more than 8500 miles by land, including journeys of 
1300 miles on horseback, through the Colonial lands and near 
the frontiers of Texas. He has published more than 2000 hand- 
bills: had 1100 ma s lithographed, of the colonial lands; ad- 
vertised the terms of emigration in more than twenty newspa- 
pers, printed in Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Virginia, 
Florida, New York and the District of Columbia; and carried 
on an extensive correspondence throughout the United States, 
diligently devoting two years of his life, to the fulfilment of his 
contract with the Texas government, and his duty, as Chief 
Agent of the Texas Association, 

He has been much aided, in his unceasing labors, by th 

e 
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Joint Resolution of the two Houses of the Congress of Texas, 
approved in February 1845 by President Jones, “to establish 
the limits of the Mercer Celony’—and the knowledge, widely 
diffused, of the fact, that he had promptly complied with its re- ` 
quirement. He was further assisted by the calumnies against 
his contract, which he diligently and promptly refuted, in the 
most public manner, to the satisfaction of all unprejudiced 
minds. Nor has the ordinance of the last Texas Convention, 
been inoperative, in promoting emigration to the Colony. In 
this act of extraordinary legislation, the undersigned has seen 
nothing to regret, while the assurance which, it extends to the 
colonists, introduced by the Texas Association, and other colo- 
nization contractors, of a title to the‘lands promised by them, to 
an extent, even beyond the actual engagements of the contract. 
ors, should they choose to extend them to twice the promised 
quantity, could not fail to favor emigration, and was, doubt- 
less, intended for that purpose, by the Convention. The very 
term, “ordinance,” which’ distinguishes this act of the Conven- 
tion, from the Constitution which accompanied it, is of ancient 
origin, in the proceedings of several States, it is believed; as well 
as of Virginia, and of the Confederation of the’United States 
which preceded the present federal Government. In the usage 
of the former, however, it has_given no other force to the regu- 
lations which it embraces, than that of any ordinary act of Le- 
gislation, under an organized constitutional government. In 
the acts of the Confederation, it was applied to a single meas- 
ure, the one of great magnitude—the ordinance of 1787, rela- 
tive+to the public lands of the United States. Under the Vir- 
ginia Constitution of 1776, as well as the United States Consti- 
tution, of 1789. both governments, have altered, amended or re- 
pealed, in whole or in part, the provisions of acts sanctioned by 
the application of the term “ordinance.” But if that of the late 
Texas Convention, be regarded as of higher dignity, and be 
dzemed incapable of modification or repeal, by a future Legis- 
lature, from the acts of which, it is believed to be distinguisha- 
ble, but by name, except in the suggestion, thrown out by the 
Convention, in the preamble of the ordinance—that all coloni- 
zation contracts, made by the President of Texas, are unconstl- 
tutional, the Texas Association can discover no just cause of 
complaint. But, to obviate this, the Convention, in conde- 
scending to furnish the foundation of their belief, that all such 
contracts are unconstitutional, has rendered this statement alto- 
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gether harmless. For, by a report almost contemperazeous 
with the ordinance, from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office of Texas; as well as by a prior letter of the Texan Min- 
ister at the city of Washington, to the Secretary of State of the 
United States of America, it appears that, subsequent to the date 
of the very last of those colonization contracts, all of which had 
béen recognized, or publicly noticed, by the Legislature of the 
Republic of Texas, and were known, therefore, to exist, the 
quantity of unlocated and unappropriated lands in Texas, ex- 
ceeds, by many millions of acres, any possible legal claims 
of the “citizen soldiers,” or creditors of the Republic, previous 
to those contracts, the most extensive of which, had its origin 
in January 1841, This contract was greatly extended in Jan- 
uary 1848, by a special act of she Congress of Texas; which, 
at the same time, authorized the purchase of the alternate.sec- 
tions, reserved to the Republic, at twelve dollars each: ‘The 
succeeding Congress revoked the power of the President to 
make further colonization contracts; but that of January last, 
notwithstanding this inhibition to the President, granted, to two 
foreign contractors, an extension of time, and, to ‘one of them, 
additional privileges. 
But, supposing the soldiers and creditors of the Republic, at 
the date of the first of those contracts, or afterwards, to have 
had “previously subsisting claims,” to the-unlocated and wnap- 
propriated lands of Texas, to an extent, much greater than any 
rational estimate can swell them at present, the Texas Associa- 
tion cannot perceive that any subsisting, or expired law of 
Texas, gives, or, at any time, gave to them legal priority to the 
specified grants of the Republic, for colonization, or any other 
purpose. Ifthose claims interfere with the special grants, sub- 
sequently made, for the augmentation of the population and 
revenue of the Republic, they equally clash with the apprepria- 
tion oflands, for education, or the sale of lands to private citi- 
zens; and with ihat very assurance of any quantity of land, 
not exceeding 640 acres, to each emigrant family, introduced. 
' and settled by those very contractors, which the ordinance in 
' question ‘has not serupled to give, limited only by the discre- 
‘ tion of the contractors. 

And how-stands the relative rights of those soldiers and 
creditors, whom the preamble of the ordinance is solicitous to 
protect against the claims of the colonization contractors; 
though not, it seems, against those of colonists ‘themselves? 
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Those soldiers are scattered over Texas; the creditors over 
Europe and the United States. They constitute very distinct 
classes of persons. Their rights to land are not contempora- 
neous in their origin, not founded upon the same laws, nor of ` 
equal dignity. Those of the latter class ceased with the late 
extra session of the Texan Congress, who repealed the au- 
thority previously given to the creditor, to convert his bond, or 
notes inte land scrip; and locate that upon the wnappropriated 
gublic domain. If priority in the date of the scrip, or certifi- 
cates of land claims excludes such as are of subsequent date, 
then “the citizen soldier” may invalidate the claims of the 
creditor, or the creditors shut ont the subsequently issued 
certificates of the soldiers. But, in trath, there are in Texas, 
public lands enough to satisfy the just claims of all; and the 
ordinance, coupled with that Well understood fact. demon- 
strated by the highest and best authority, renders its pream- 
ble harmless; and has undoubtedly, done much to appease 
the inquietude of the contractors for colonization, under the 
repeated attacks upon their grants, and to impart security and 
confidence tothe colonists themselves, that they will be per- ` 
mitted to hold and enjoy the lands promised to them, and sur- 
veyed for them by those centractors. 

The declaratory, which is the operative clause cf the ordi- 
nance, does not alter, in any respect, the preceding laws of > 
Texas; but conforms not only to them, but to the laws of every 
State of the American Union; tin no one of which, any more 
than in the country, from whence the far greater part of their 
civil code is derived, would a fraudulent, illegal, or unconsti- 
tutional contract, be regarded as valid. 

The Texas Association, well knowing thatthe contract, un- 
der which they act,is neither fraudulent, unconstitutional, nor 
ilegal; and that allits conditions have, so far, been faithfully 
fulfilled, are proceeding with unabated zeal, to exeecute it. 

Causes less propitious than the acts uf Convention, or Con- 
gress of Texas, and equally beyond the control of the Associa- 
tion, have, indeed, impeded the settlement of the colony. Of 
these impediments, timely notice was given to the Extcutive 
Department, and its intervention requested for their remo- 
val. 

The undersigned contracted in May last, with Mr. B. J. 
Chambers, for the survey of sixteen townships, on the West 
side of the Trinity river, within the limits of his grant, gnd ad- 
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vancedhim such sums of money as he required. to commence 
and prosecute his labor in the field, with the assurance of such 
further supply as he might need. Mr. Chambers was shortly 
after, deterred from prosecuting this labor, by the declaration 
of an officer inthe service ofthe Republic, placed on the fron- 
tier as a safe-cuard from Indian depredations, that he should 
not proceed; andif he did, in despite of threats, force should be 
employed to arrest his progress. He was thus obstructed. 
Even those surveyors, who had afforded facilities, :to the un- 
dersigned, especially, and to his sub-agents, for the investiga- 
tion of interfering and prior legal locations, have since, been 
deterred from the performance of their duty, to the manifest 
injury and delay of the surveyors engaged to sectionize the 
lands reserved ‘for colonization. In the mean time, he has pre 
pared, and caused to be translated into the German language, 


_ along with an improved ‘edition of the map of the colony, bere- 


with transmitted, not only the terms of colonization, advertised ” 
inthe United States Gazettes, but a brief history of the politi- 
cal revolution, so honorable to Texas, with the bill of rights, 
prefixed to her excellent constitution; and a description of her 
climate, soil and productions; all of which, is designed to vin- 
dicate her moral and physical condition, against gross miscon- 
struction; and to recommend Texas to emigrants from Germa- 
ny—a country to which the United States are so greatly in- 
debted for a most valuable class of industrious, persevering, 
patient and peaceable cultivators of the soil. ro 

A desirable location has been made on the east bank of the 
Trinity, for a town, to be connected by steamboat navigation, 
with the chief port of Texas, on the bay of Galveston. Its sit- 
uation is a few miles below the junctioa of the eastern branch 
ofthe Trinity, called the Bois d'Arc, so as to avail the future 
navigation of all the water supplied by its chief tributaries, 
As accessary tothe same end, it is proposed to make applica- 
tion,to the first Legislature, which may sit under the new 
constitution, for permission, on terms mutually beneficial to 
the colonists and the Republic of Texas, to remove the chief 
obstructions to the navigation of the river, from the upper 
border of the colonial grant, to the landing near Fort Houston, 


‘to which steamboats have already ascended. 


The contract, by which the new surveys of the land within 
the colonial boundary, are to be paid for in stock of the Asso- 
ciation: and the provision for the re-imbursement of this ex- 
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pense, by moderate fees of survey from the colonists, and fo: 
the construction of school houses, will leave to be applied tə 
the improvement of roads, and the reward of successful in- 
dustry, in agriculture and domestic manufactures, a part of 
the revenue of the Association, from the sale of forty shares of 
its stock. It is intended to quicken this application, as the 
surveys shall go ahead of the growing current of emigration: 
an event which is hoped, a few months will accomplish. How 
far the resources of the Association may prove adaquate to 
the above ends, the annexed account of its receipts and dis- 
bursements, for the two years, now nearly expended, and of 
the revenue of that, which will caommencé on: the 30th of next 
month, will manifest. . 

Another object will prompt an application, to the Legislature 
of Texas, for such a modification of the contract of the under- 
signed, as shall promote the interest of. the colonists, without 
infringing on the limitations of the ordinance of the convey 
tion, or the repealing act of Congress, of January 1844. 

The above contract provides, in its present form, two sec- 
tions of those alternately reserved to the Republic for every 
settlement of one hundred families, to be applied to schools 
and pious uses. Such sections, according to other provisions 
of the contract, which limit the operation of the contractors, 
to the alternate sections only; unless they acquire by purchase 
they cannot afford, from their present means, the right to settle 
those sections, reserved to the Republic, will embrace a tract 
of fifteen miles square, at least. They cannot be less than 
ten, though all the alternate sections be purchased. If none 
be bought, a setttement of 100 families will cover, at least 200 
sections, and occupy a tract of country 14 miles square. But 
a school district should not exceed a square of four miles; or, 
at most, one of six—in order that the younger pupils may not 
have too far to walk. The survey already made, and those 
now continued, provide for a distribution of the surveyed ter- 
ritory, into townships, six miles square, and sections of a mile 
square, or 640 acres; and it is believed, that when the popula- 
tion shall admit of a reduction of each school district, such a 
space will be regarded as much too large fora single school. 

It will be the pride. as it will equally be the duty and the in- 
terest of the Texas Association, to render the colony which 
they are planting, the most prosperous portion of the young 
and vigorous commonwealth, of which it constitutes a part, 
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and of their success in accomplishing this end, they have no 
doubt, if they bé not unlawfully obstructed. ; 


Respectfully submitted, 
; C. F. MERCER, 


Original grantee, and ` 
„ Chief Agent of the 
* Texas Association. 


The subjoined account, between the “Texas Association,” and 
C. F. Mercer, the Chief Agent, exhibits the disbursements and ° 
receipts of the Agent, from “the date of his original contract, ue 
- the 31st of December, 1845. 


From ý 

Jan. 29th, ` Paid to Surveyors’ and Sub-Agents, 
1844; down to the 23d Nov. last, the date 
to of the departure of the Agent from 
Dec. 81st, New Orleans, since’which, further 
1845. drafts may have been received there 
from the Sub-Agents, Dr. Daniel 

Rowlett, or Col. Wheelock, $2977 50 


Paid to printers and engravers, for 
subscription to newspapers in Texas; 
560 certificates of title, 500 notes of 
hand, 2000 hand bills, 1150 litho- 
graped maps of the colonial grant, 
500 copies of the contracts of the 
original grantee with the Republic 
of Texas, and his subsequent con- 
tract with his copartners of the Tex- 
as Association, and one hundred and 
fifty certificates of stock, on extra 
folio paper; 500 copies of a pamphlet 
in German, including’a political his- 
tory of Texas, a statement of its pres- 
ent condition, the hill of rights pre- . 
fixed to its new constitution; an ac- 
count of its climate, soil and produc- 
tions, and the terms of colonization’ 
offered by the Association, together 
with the publication of their terms, 

' and the late ordinance of the Texas 
Convention, eight times.in each of 
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20 newspapers of Florida, Arkansas, 
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Vir- 
ginia, New York and the District of 
Columbia, $408 35 


184445 Paidfor postage, stationery, com- 


Feb. 1845. 
May, 1844. 


missions, exehange, endorsem ents,ex- 
presses, &c. $2E9 42 
For a horse and equipments, left at 
Columbus, near Washington in Ar- 
kansas, i 69 30 


Fee to counsel in Texas, 50 00 
Loan to an emigrant from Talle- 
hasse, secured by note, - 40 90 


March, 1845. For 1150 lbs. of amunition, stored 


Dec. 31st. 


in Bonham, forColony, _ . " 125 50 
For the expenses of theChief Agent 

properly chargeable, under his con- 

tract with his ce-partners, to the As- 

sociation, during 23 months; from 

29th January, 1844: 1591 26 
Add interest on the advances of the 

Agent out of his private fortune av- 


eraging $2000 for 1 1-2 years at 6 


per cent, 180 00 
Total disbursements, $5,706 33 

Received first instalment upon 34 

shares, . 3405 

Received second instalment upon 30 

shares, a 3000 


‘Fotal receiptssupposing the Ky: and 26405 
Miss. stock holdersto have paid up, ee 
Due on 4 shares for the second in- 


stalment, 400 
Due on 1 share by contract for the 3d 

instalment, s 100 
‘Total sum ‘to be relied on, $6,905 00 


Balance on hand or shortly to be.col- 
dected, after reinbursing all advances - 
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ofthe Chief Agent, 1,198 67 


‘To be sold, six ” shares, on which 2 in- 
stalments. will be due, 1,200 00 
Third instalment on 89 shares due 
in October, 1846, 8,900 00 
Fees of survey due from 500 families 
at $8 each, 4000 06 


s A norane amna ire D 


Total resources for 1846 and to Oc- 
tober, 1847, : $10,398 67 


C. F. MERCER. 


[DOCUMENT I.] 
The Hon. Secretary of State, of Texas: 


Sir: 

In compliance with the termsof my contraet of the 29th 
of January, 1844, with the Republic of Texas, I beg leave to 
enclose a correct list of the members of the Texas Association 
which that contract authorized meto form, The -title of the 
Association-has undergone no change, since my first semi-annu- 
alreport; though by forfeitures and transfers of stock, the mem- 
bers of the Associates have undergone many changes; as a 
comparison of my reports, of which this 1s the seventh in num- 
ber, willmanifest. 

I hay e the honor to be, 
very respectfully, 
your ob’t. serv’t. 


C. F.. MERCER, 


Original Grantee, and 
Chief Agent, of the 
. _ “Texas Association.” 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 
February Ist. 1847. 
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Wim 2 of Associates No, of Shares 
1 Hcward Carrington Cabell 6 
2 luchard T. Birchett 3 
3 Vienry L. Ratgers l 
4 X. P. Bemis l 1 
5 Win. H. Hayward & 
6 james H. Randolph 1 
7 Thomas Brown & : 
8 James T. Archer 1 
9 Bejamin C. Lewis 1 
30 John G. Camp 1 
11 Asa B. Clark 1 


12 Robt. S. Hayward & 
13 Richard Hayward 

14 Benj. T. Allen & 

15 Edward Houston 

16 Pleasant W. White 

17 Charles H. Dupont 

18 Benj. F. Whitner 

19 Thos.E. Lindenberger & 
20 “im. H. Brodie 

21 Geo. W. Anderson 

22 James Craik ` 

23 Henry C. Hart. Se 
24 Edward H. Taylor 

25 Lansford P. Yandell 
26 Francis Griffin 

27 Sam. T. Bailey 

28 James H. Stark 

29 Jacob Martin 

80 Eward G. Booth 


pal 


pd ped pd Oe Se ee jd OO OO pet, ed 


31 Alfred H. Garnett & 
32 Ldgar M. Garnett 
83 Jacob Elliott: . 

34 Geo. W. Bartlett 
35 Thos. O. Taylor 

36 James H T. Lorimer 
Charles Fenton Mercer 


. H BS 
De Y Ura Lann 


n 


Total 


pod 
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nares of Abode. 


‘Tallehassee Florida. 
é 


c 66 


és & 
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46 ts 

66 66 

sé “ 

“cc 74 
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73 «¢ 

(23 és 

; cé 

Quincy l 

be “ 


Leon county “ 

Tallehassee “ 

St. Marks at 

Louisville Kentucky 
“c (t 


Paris c 
Frankfort us 
Louisville = 


Foot o. Island 85 Mis. 
Macon Georgia 
Butts County “ 
Pike County ““ 
Black & Whites P. 
O., Nottoway co. Va 
Loretto r.o. Essexco“ 
Leon County Florida 
Elisabethtown Ky. 


-~ Tallehasse Florida 


Batton Rougue, La. 
Leon Co. Florida- 
Talichassee s 
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The preceding is.a correct list of the members of the Asso- 
ciation, and was- so in August last, _except withthe exception 
of the name and interest of Thomas Claxton Taylor, which he 
acquired in J january last. ~ 

C. F. MERCER, 
Original Grantee and 
Chief Aġent of the 
Texas. Association. 
New Orleans Louisiana, 
February Ist. 1847. 


On motion of Mr.. Burfoughs,, 
The communication was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr: Keenan, 


The communication was taken oni the table, and Hena 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


The report of a Select Committee, on a bill to be entitled 
an Act to establish a registry of brands for neat cattle, and. to 
regulate the branding thereof : 

Read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to amend the Ist, 3d and 7th gec- 
tions of an Act to define the time of holding the Courts in the 
several Judicial Districts of the State of Texas; ee May 
lth, 1846 : 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

Read by its caption a third time and passed. 

‘A, Resolution., calling o on; the; Adjutant General -for certain: 
information, a 

Read, and 

On motion, of of Mr. Henderson, 

Laid on the table. 
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A: bill to be entitled An Act to encourage the destruction of 
Wolves, Panthers and Wild-Cats. 3 

Read a second time, and a : 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

Laid on the table. 


The report of the Judiciary Committee, to whom had been 
referred a bill to be entitled An Act to amend the 4th section 
of an Act regulating Juries: passed, May 4th, 1846 ; recom- 
mending a substitute for said bill; l 

A bill to be entitled An Act-to amend the 43d section of an 
Act punishing crimes and misdemeanors: also, l i 

A bill to be entitled An Act toamend the 17th and 19th sec- 
tions of an Act regulating Juries. 


Repart adopted, and the bills ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. McCown moved to adjourn, until 10-o’clock to-morrow. 


morning. 

Lost. 
' Mr. Henderson moved to adjourn, until 3 o'clock P. M, to- 
morrow. 

Lost. 


Thereport of the Judiciary Committee proposing amendments 
to An Act to provide for the revising of the statute laws of the 
State of Texas. 


Read, amendments adopted, and 
Oa motion of Mr. Cunningham, 
Bill ordered to be engrossed. 


The report of the Judiciary Committee on a memorial of the 


Trustees of Marshall University, proposing a bill to be entitled 
An Act to amend the 17th section of an Act entitled an Act to 
incorporate the Marshall University ; approved, 18th Jan- 
uary, 1842. 


Read a first time. 


Mr. Lyons moved the House adjourn, until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
Lost. 
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A bill to be entitled An Act for the regulation of Pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos River. * 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr, Pease, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the Medical and 
Surgical Society of the State of Texas. 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Henderson moved to insert the names ef A. Ewing and 
B. F. Townsend. 

- Carried. 

Mr. Bourland moved to insert in the Ist section after the name 
of “Hoxey,” “Wm. T. F. Coles.” 

Carried. 

Mr. Stout moved to insert the names of George Gordon, 
Gilbert S. Wooten, E. S. Look, R. J. Walker, T. F. Titus, M. 
Cornelius and John Ware. oe 

Carried. 

Mr. Rayner (at Mr. Robertson’s request) moved to strike out 
the name of J. B. Robertson. 

Carried. 

Mr, Eddy moved to add the name of William Saybold of 
Newton county. 

Carried. 

‘Mr. Reagan moved to add the name of Berias Graham, in 
the 10th section, 

Carried. : 

Mr. Moseley moved to add the names of J J. M. Glisic; 
J, C. Dürham, J. M: Ball, Samuel Pettus, J. M. Baker. and 
Daniel Lee. 


~ 


Mr. Rayner offered the following motion : 


The Democrats have had the floor,- 
And had a merry dance: 
So let’s adjourn till ten o’clock, 
‘To give the Whigs a chance. 


1 


Unanimously adopted. 


The Chair then announced the House enone until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning, in accordance with the: above 
motion, 
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House of Representatives, 
Austin, February 24th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
x 


The roll was called, 
And the following menghers answered to theiy names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Carothers, Crnmp, Cunningham, ‘Davis, of L., Eddy, Edwards, 
Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., McCown, Pease, Perry, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon; Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout. Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, ‘Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling and Willie. 


A.quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and andopted. 


On motion of Mr. McCown, Mr. White was excused from 
attendance on the House, in consequence of sickness. 


_ Me. Pease, chairman ofthe Judiciary committee, made the 
following report: 

“The committee on the J udiciary, to whom: was- referred ;a 
bill to be entitledgan act relative to’especial Judges of the. Su- 
preme Court, have had the same under consideration, and ask 
leave to report the accompanying joint resolution, and recom- 
mend that it be adopted as a'substitute. 


Read and received, to come up in order, 


Mr, Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
reported : ‘ 


The.committee-on Public Larids, to whom was referred a 
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bill to be entitled. an act for the protéction of certain land titles, 
have had the same urder consideration, and haye instructed 
me tó report, that the consideration of the bill would more ap- 
propriately come before the Judiciary committee. Your com- 
mittee have instructed me, therefore, to report the bill back to 
the House, and recommend its reference fo that committee. 


Read and received, to come up in order. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that they have examined :— 

_A joint resolution for the-relief of Lewis Thunar; Also, 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to pro- 
vide for ihe enumeration of the inhabitants. of: the State of 
Texas, approved April 11th, 1846; Also, 

A joint resolution appropriating $100 for the purpose of pto- 
curing å map for Shelby county; Also, _ 

A bill to be entitled an aet for the establisment of free Pub- 
lic Schools, and find the sarne correctly engrossed. 


Read and accepted. - 


Mr, Willie, chairman of the Select Committee, reported : 


The Select committee. to whom was referred the joint reso- 
lution relative to the establishment ofa line of military posts 
ftom Fort Washita to Passo del Norte; And also, 

A joint resolution proposing to cede to the United States, 
jurisdiction over a portion of the territory of the State, for the 
purpose of enabling the Genéral Government to regulate in- 
tercourse with the Indian tribes inhabiting said territory, re- 
spectfully: report, that the subjects embraced in the joint resolu- 
tions aré of vital interest, and dernand-the early and serious 
consideration of the Legislature. Your committee acknowl- 
edge thatthe questions inyolved are embarrassing, and with great 
diffidénce submit their views: While it is of the highest im- 
portanée that some means should be adopted by which pro- 
tection can be afforded to out exposed frontier, great doubts 


i 806. 


may reasonably be entertained as to the wisest policy to be pus- 
sued by the State in reldtion to the disposition of her public 
domain. A. vast extent of territory lying north of the proposed 
line of military posts, is, to Texas, so far as its intrinsic value 
is concerned, of small consequence; being so situated as 
to be beyond her control for any useful purpose. To the Gen- 
eral Governmient, the control of this territory may be important, 
in order to enable her to carry out her policy in regulating in- 
tercourse with the Indian tribes, while this territory, however; 
is intrinsically of small value to the State, she is deeply inte- 
rested in retaining her jurisdiction over it, should a new State 
ever be established, which we have every reason to suppose 
will at some future day take place, under the joint resolution 
annexing Texas to the Union. The right is reserved to the 
State to consent or object to the formation of new States from 
her territory, and this right she ought never to yield, whatever 
may be the compensation offered; for’ in the formation of such. 
anew State, there may be principles involved which cannot 
yield to any consideration of a pecuniary nature; any sale which 
may hereafter be effected, should:be-withian express reservation, 
that Texas will assert her right to give or withhold her con- 
sent as secured under the terms of annexation. In order that 
the General Government may have every facility which is- 
within the power of the State to afford, to enable it successfully 
to control the Indians within our limits, and to relieve the 
State itself from the burthen and expense of this undertaking. 
Your committee are of opinion that jurisdiction should be 
vested iw the United States beyond a certai line, to exercise 
whatever control she may deem. necessary, in order to effect 
this object. The line designated in the resolution, from the 
Passo del Norte to Fert Washita, is perhaps the most proper 
boundary that can be fixed between the frontier settlers and 
the Indians. Ifthe General Government desires to purchase 
this territory, your committee can perceive no objection to the 
sale ofit: Provided. That the State receives a just compensa~ 
tion, and is secured in.the rights gnaranteed to her under the 
articles ofannexation. In order to effect the important object 
contemplated by the two resolutions referred. to them, the com- 
mittee instruct me to report the accompanying joint resolution 
as a substitute, and ask for the favorable consideration of the 
House. . 
Read, and received, to come up in its order. 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
reported: © i 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition and bill for the relief ot Michael Short, the undersign- 
ed committee now report them back to the House, and recom- 


mend the passage of the bill. 
Read and received, to come up in order. 


Mr. Eddy intreduced a joint resolution instructing our Sen- 
ators and requesting our Representatives in Congress, to lend 
their efforts to have a bill passed to extend the jurisdiction of 
Texas over one-half of the waters of Sabine ‘Pass, Lake and 
River. : : 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled ai act, the better to 
define the boundaries of the county of Guadalupe. 

Read a first time. 


Mr. Stuart, of Galveston, moved to take from tke table, and 
placeamong the orders of the day, “A bill to be entitled an act 
appointing a Fiscal Agent, for the better security of the reve- 
nue. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, the orders of the day were 
taken up. , 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing Charles Covington 
and his associates te establish a Ferry across the river Yegjza, 
and construct a causeway across the bottom lands thereof. 

Read a third time and passed, by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart. Bourland 
Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeGor- 
dova, Dooley, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Mosely, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rayner,: Reagan, Robertson, 
Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannnon, Shaw, Stout, Sterne, Stu- 
art of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler and Willie—47.. i 


Nays—Mr. Rains—1. 
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‘A bill to be entitled an act to provide for enclosing cotton 
gins. 

Read third time and passed. 

A. þill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cald- 
well, with a substitute from the Senate. , , 

Read, and substitute adopted by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Carothers, Crutcher, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of L., 
Davis of R, DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Ly- 
ons, Miller, of C., Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, 
Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan; Railey, Shannon, 
Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gon- 
zales, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie— 
43; . 


Nays—Messrs. Robertson, Runnels and Saddler—-2. 


— 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that-they had examined the bill to be entitled an act 
better defining the marital rights of parties, and find the saime 
correctly engrossed. 


Read, and report accepted. 


A bill to be entitled an act, to establish the Judicial Districts 
of the District Court. 
Read a third time and passed, by the following vote: 


_ Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Cunningham, Davis of L., Dooley, DeCordova; 
Edwards, Epperson Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Lewis, Lyons, 
Mosely, McCown, McNeill Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Stoddard, 
Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, 
Winkler and Wheeler—37. i 


Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Cramp, Crutcher, Davi? 
of R, Fields, Hardeman, Lott, Miller of ;Colorado, Millet 


~ gog 


of Houston, Perry, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Webb, Wal- 
ling and Willie—18. A 


A bill to bê entitled an act, to amend an act, entitled àn act, 
to regulate proceedings in the District Courts; approved 18th 
-May, å. D. 1846. ' , 
Read a third time and pased. l 
“A bill tobe entitled an act, to establish the method of trying 
the right of property levied on under writs of execution, seques- 
tration and attachment, where the same is clairaéd by a person 
who is not a party to such writ. - 

Read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
Accountsto transfer to S. L. Johnson, an Austin city lot. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend the first section of an 
act, supplementary to an act, regulating the sale of runaway 
slaves; approved January oth, 1841. 

Read a third time and passed. s 

Joint resolation for the relief of James Cole, assignee of R. 
H. Potter. 

Read a third time'and rejected by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Crutcher, Davis of R., Dooley, 
DeCordova, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Lewis, Lott, Mosely; 
McCown, McNeill, Robertson, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Stuart 
of Galveston, Truit, Winkler and Willie—22. 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Caro- 
thers, Cunningham, Eddy, Edwards, Gilliam, Hardeman, Ly- 
ons, Miller of H., Neal, Péase, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Stout, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, 
Webb, Walling and Wheeler—27. 


A Bill to be ontitled an act, to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry, Freight and Tow-boat Company. 
Read a third time and-passed, by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Bryan, Crump, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley, DeCor- 
dova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Har- 
deman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., 
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Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, 
Shaw, a Stoddard, Stuart pf Galveston, Stewart of Gon- 
zales, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler Wheeler and Willie—42, 

Nays—messrs. Burroughs, Miller of C., Pease, Perry, Rains, 
Saddler and, Taylor—7. 


Mr. Robertson in the Chair. 


A bill to be entitled an act g sequestrations. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands, 

Read a third time. 

Mr. Mosely moved to suspend the rale preventing bills to be 
amended on their third reading. 

Lost. 

Question on the final passage taken, and 

Carried. l 

A bill to be entitled an aet authorizing the holders of unlo- 
cated balances of certificates, in certain cases, to locate them, 

Read a third time, and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Dooley, DeCordo- . 
va, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Lewis, Mosely, McCown, Neal, Perry, Potter, Raynor, 
Reagan, Shannon, Stout, Truit, Walling and Winkler—35. 

Nays—Meésrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Burroug ghs, Bryan, Ca- 
ruthers, Crutcher, Cenningham, Davis of L.y Keenan: Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., McNeill, Panes. Rains, Rob- 
ertson, Saddler, Shaw, Stuart or Galveston, Webb and Willie 
—22. 

A bill to provide-for the organization of new counties. 

Read a third time and passed. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Theodore J Maltby, who 
was disabled for life in the service of the country. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Isaac Delany. 

Read a third time, and passed, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cass Academy- 

ser a third time and passed. 
` ~ Resolution for the relief of the heirs of R.G. Hall, 

ecd 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act, making additional donations of 
land for the purposes of education. 


Sib 


Read a third time and passed, by the following’ vote: - 

Yeas—-Messrs. Bogart, Bourlayd, Bryan, Caruthers, Crump, 
Crutcher, Davis of L,, Davis of R., Dooley, DeCordova, Eddy, 
Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Potter, 
Rains, Reagan, Robertson, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, 
Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truitt, Wal- 
ling, Winkler and Wheeler—40. oO 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Alien, Armstrong, Cunningham, 
Edwards, Miller of C., Miller of H., Perry, Pease, Raynor and 
Willie—11. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prevent burning the woods 
and prairies. Read a third time and passed, 

By leave, Mr. Neal introduced the following, Resolution: 

Resolved, Thatin explaining the reasons of his vote, any 
member may speak two days, but shall have the privilege of 
hearing his speech read by its caption, and published at his 
own expense. 

Read and adopted. 

_A bill to be entitled an act regulating ferries. 
“Read a third time and passed. 
Mr. Gilliam moved that the House adjourn, until 3 o'clock, 
.m. 
P Lost. - . 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of persons who 
have paid government dues on field notes, which were sabse- 
quently withdrawn. s 

Read a third time and passed: 

A bill to be entitled an act apportioning the representation 
among the several counties of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Epperson, 
` Made the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

Joint resolution authorizing the transfcr of one-half of an 
Austin city lot, on certain conditions. 

. Read a third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of J. H. Catlin, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled an act for the relief of Fessee H. Cart- 
wright. _ 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill fror the Senate, to be entitled an act to-amend the 2d 
section of an act for the incorporation of the town of Paris, the 
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county seatof Lamar county, approved-Feb. 3d, 1845; was 

On motion of Mr. Keeian, 

Read by its caption a third time, and passed. 

A resolution of the House, fixing the time for the election of 
a Commissioner of the General Land-Office, with an amend- 
ment from the Senate, fixing the time to Monday 28th, at 12. 
o'clock, m. 

Amendment read. 

Mr, Allén- moved that-acall of the Howse bé made. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

The-amendmént was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels; 

The House adjourned till 8 o’clock, p. m. 


; 3 o'clock, p. m. + 
The House met pursuant to 'adjournmient. 


The roll was called, 


a 


And a quorum being present, 
The House proceeded to business. 


A bill to be entitled an act to-allow offsets, in certain cases, 
with amendments from the Senate. 

Read and concurred in. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled ari act to esbablish the 
University of Eastern Texas. 

Read a first time. 

A bili to be entitled an act regulating estrays. 

Read. 

Mr. Davis of R., moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Bogart moved its reference to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The question on the engrossment was taken, and 


Carried. 


Mr. Stout in the Chair. 


A bill to be entitled an act to secure the rights of.the colo- 
nists in Fisher and Miller’s colony. - 
` Read. 

Mr. Allen moved its engrossment. 

On motian of Mr. Henderson, . š l 

It was made the special order of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. Caruthers moved a reconsideration of the vote reject- . 
ing a bill refunding to persons the amount of government dues 
paid on field notes subsequently withdrawn: 

Carried. : . 

- A bill to be entitled.an-act defining certain erimes, and fix- 
ing the penalty thereto. 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. McNéill, 

It was referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Joseph G, Shep- 
hard, late Sheriff of Montgomery ceuntry, was 

On motion of Mr. McNeill, 

' Read a secand time by caption, and 

Referred to the committee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled’an act to extend the time to ne resi- 
dent citizens who have settled under the provisions of an act, 


granting to’settlers on vacant public domain, pre-emption 
privileges, 


Read. 

On, motion of Mr. Lott, 

Laid on the table. 

A bill to-be.entitled.an act, to legalize certain head-right 


. certificates issued by George W. -Miles,formerly | Ghief Justice 
of Liberty county; was 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

Read by caption a second time,.and réferned to the Judicia- 
ry committee. 

Joint resolution for the relief of H. M. Smith, 

Mr. Crutcher moved its engrossment. 

On motion ef Mr Neal, 

A call of the House was ordered: 

Quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 
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Mr. Stoddard was excused from the call on aecount of sick. 
ness. 

On motion ef Mr. Robertson, 

Mr. Miller was excused on account ofsickness. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

A further call ofthe House was suspended. 

Question on the engrossment of the bill under considtion, 
yas then taken, and 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate ‘the descent and dis- 
tribution of intestate estates.- 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Cunningham moved that it be made the. special order of 
the day for Monday next. ` 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Webb moved that it be set fer Thursday. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

it was made the special order of the day for Saturday next. 

Joint resolution relative to temporary boundary lines be- 
tween the white settlements and Indian tribes in Texas, and 
to the protection of the frontier; reported by the committee on 
Military affairs 

Read, and 

Cn motion of Mr. DeCordova, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Report of the committee on contingent expenses on a Teso- 
lution instracting said committee to inquire into the expenses 
incurred in taking care of John Frederick, 

Mr. Haynie moved to strike out $50 as reported in favor of 
Dr. Elgin, and insert $150, and in the case of Dr. Horn, strike 
out $15 and insert $30. 

Lost. Í 

Mr. Gilliam offered the folowing amendment: 

“Charge the same pro rata to the members of the House of 
Representatives.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Reagan moved to amend as follows: 

“To be paid by those who vote for it.” 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, $ 
Referred to the committee on claims and accounts, 
Bill for the relief of David G. Burnett, 


~ 


- 
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With report of the committee on Finance: 

Mr. McNeill, moved the adoption of the report. 

Garried. i 

Mr. Bryan moved a reconsideration of the vote, 

Lost. 

A bill to be-entitled an act to give to each county in this 
State its map and records, with a report of the committee on 
Public lands thereon, suggesting amendments, 

Were taken up, read and adopted. l 

Mr. Lewis offered a subtitute for the biH and amendnients. 
- Read. 

Mr. McNeill moved to refer it to a select committee. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Stuart of Galveston, moved to, reconsider the vote just 
taken. 

Motion earried. 

Mr. Bourland moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning, 10 
o'clock, 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Davis of R., moved to adjourn until to-morrow, 10 
o'clock, a.m. Lost. 

Question again taken on the reference of the bill to the se- 
lect committee, and was lost by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Carothers, Davis of L., DeCordova, 
Eddy, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C., McNeill, Pease, Potter, 
Rains, Robertson, Stewart of Gonzales, Webb and Wille—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards; 
Epperson, Filds, Gilliam, Goode, Hardiman, Haynie, Lett, Mil- 
ler of H., Mosely; McCown, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Reagan, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart of 
Galveston, Taylor, Truit, Walling and Winkler—34. 


Mr. McCown moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning; 
9 clock. 


Motion lost. 


Question on the adoption of the substitute, was then taken, 
and Lost 
Mr. Potter in the Chair. 


: Mr. Robertson moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning, 
10 o'clock. 
Motion lost. 
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Mr. Mosely moved that the original bill be read by caption; 

Which was lost. l 

Mr. Mosely moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning .10 
o'clock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning, 9 
o'clock. 

Motion lost. , 

Question on the engrossment was then taken,.and.carried by 
the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Robertson, Ca- 
rothers, Cunningham, Davis of R.. Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynie. Lott, Lyons, Miiler of C., Miller - 
of H., Mosely, McCown,-McWNeil, -_Neal;Perry, Rayner, Rea- 
gan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart of 
Galveston, Taylor, Truit, Walling and Winkler—34. ` 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan,.Crutcher, Davis.of L., Eddy, Lewis, 
Pease, Potter, Rains, Robertson and Willie—10. 

« Question on the adjournment till to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock, was then taken, and f 
Carried. 


Baerin eea 
sa 


House of Representatives, 
Austin, Feb. 25th, 1848. 


‘The House met pursnant to adjournment, , 
The roll was called, and 
The following members answered to their names: 


_ Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart. Bryan, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardiman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., 
Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, Neal, -Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shaw, Shannon, Sterne, 
Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Wheeler, Winkler and Willie. 


A geri: being present, , E-a 4, > at : 
ty 
The Journal ofthe preceding daf was read an nd ail site d, 


Me: ‘Lott presented the petition ot Nancy Flournoy; : e 
Referred to, the Judiciary committee without reading” : Te 
Mr. Potter presented the petition of Henry Aastin. . ii 
Read, and referred. to o. committe on State affairs, -` -’ p 
Mr. Allên, Chairman of the, committee on Stafe Affairs, 
reported: ae ‘ : è 
The committee on State Aas to Syhom xas referred a: z: 
joint’resolation providing against the organization of a sepa 
yate Government, by the authority of the United States, with- : 
in the limits of the'Stäte of Texas, have ‘had’ the same under 
consideration, and a majority of said committee have instruct- 
ed méto report if back to the House, and, recommend its pass Bi 
sage. ‘ 
Read and received to come up in order. = 
. & j 


es 


s 
b 


“Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on public lands, to se 
whom was “referred the petition of E. B. Cogswell, have had < 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to rę- 


port the accompanying joigt resolution, and to recommend its “4 
t passage. i È 
Read.and received, to come up in order. : a. id A 
7 i p s ` s eae 2 3 
-a ğ k — > ‘ x p . . e : 
-> ae E at t 
Mr. Reagan, chairman of the. committee on Public Lands, ~ l 
reported: fh £ 
ve the: committee of public lands, to TA was referred a A 
_ Dill to.bé entitled an act for the benefit of owners of candi- * 
à tional headright certificates for lands, have had the'same un- 
der consideration, and have instrdeted me to report the same ~~ 
„back to the House. and ask to De discharged’ from its further _ 
“consideration.  * L HAS 
Read and received to come up in order. i Sa l 
52 5 : 
£, : + 
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ae Pas i S16, -$ E? è ef g 
Mr. -Carotherts, Shaan a the committee on ‘County Boun- 
daries, reported: i Sog 


The committee on county ie to whom was veiei 
a bill to be entitled'an act to compensate all commissioners 
that Have been appointed, or may hereafter be appointed by 


-the Legislature of the State to locate the county seats of all 


* 


‘new counties that were created during the first session of the 


Legislature of the State of Texas, have had the same ünder 
consideration, and a majority of the said committee have in- 
structed me to report the same back to the House, andres- 
pectfully recommend its indefinite postponement. ` : 

Read and received to comé up in order. Also, 2 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refet- 
red a bill entitled an act to defne the boundaries of Refugio 
county, have had the same under consideration, and it appear- 
ing to said committee that the passage of the above mentioned’ 
bill would teduce an adjoining county that is now less than a 
constitutional size, some two hundred miles, “and this too, 
against the express wishes of the citizens of said adjoining 
county, have instructed me to report the same back to the 
House, and respectfully Tecommend that it be laid on the 
table. 7 

Read and received to come up in order. 


t — ž 
è 


Mr. Bryat, chairman of the committee on EngrosSed Bills 


_ reported that they have exantined a bill to be entitled an act 


;. to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches. Fer 


Also. a bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings: in 
cases of forcible entry and detainer. “` 

Also, an act to amend an act, supplementary to an act-to 
detect fraudulent land certificates, passed by, the 5th Congrés 
of the Republic of Texas. E 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the tawn of 
San Augustine. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to establish the county of 
Cameron. 

And fnd the same- correctly engrossed. x 

Read and adopted. ea 


sÈ 
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Mr. Robertson, chaifman of the select committée ean ae 
was referred the petition of Anderson B.» - Gray, asking aset oe 
‘tlement of the amount due him as surveyor. &c.,.for i runing 

the bouridary line between Téxas and the United States, haver 3 
inštřucted me to report as follows:. j > 4 

-We find-that the.petitioner ‘was engaged in his duties - l s 
the field for the space of fourteen months, and ‘exposed ` to ah 
the privations and inconveniences of a camp life, duriirg whic | Q 
time, many‘of those who were engaged with him, owing to “+. 
their privations, “suffered much’ from sickness, many had t4 * 
leave the line on account thereof. - Still he continued to ae 
duty, bat never delayed his portion of the work; but operate - 
until the whole line was completed: from the Gulf of: Mexica k 
to Red, River; during“which time, he received only one hundre ® £ 
and’fifty-eight dollars as a compensal ion for his services ren, 
dered. . In a topographical and surveying point. he performed’ 
the important duties of making astro nomical - ebservations. 
and‘drafting Topographical plans and maps—services seldom ° 
performed by the same individual. The hands were paid ont 
of the money appropriated for the completion of the work on 

the line; and the commissioners and the clerks, have since Fe- go 
ceived their remuneration, for services rendered, and,the sur-“*." 
veyor now asks for the compensation so justly due him. Had a 
his compensation or salary been paid out of the money at the 
time, sufficient would not have remained to complete the work. 

and the States of Louisiana and Arkansas, would have con- 
tinued to have jurisdiction over a valuable portion of territo#ys 
covering more than six hundred square miles, comprised now - i 
inthe counties of Harrison ‘and Bowie, and on which we 

have and still are receiving mone¥ into the Treasury i in the 

“State of Texas. ` 

It is true that he has received innumerable aekweel: 
edgements from the heads of Departments, expressive of the . 
able and efficient manner in which his work has been execu- t 
ted. But these acknowledgements, though flattering to his . 
pride, will be of litte intrinsic value, without they arè accom- x : 3 
panied by some substantial proofs of the estimation in which . 7” 
we hold his services.. We-have examined with pleasure. = 
eee plans, &c:, connected with the work, and exeented bye’. 

Gray, now on, file in, the Office of, ‘Secretary of States . hs 
aa feel satisfied that the. Work-ias ‘been well performed; dnd. 
that it is of. such a nature, that we are daily reaping” bgrefits : 
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- from. “As these diment are, and will continue i be refer- 
S, «. red to, and consulted for the.use of the State. We there- 
i o- fore; recommend the accompanying Joint resolution to the fa- 
i j Yorable consideration of the House. 
= A joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Comptroller 
<." of Publie Accoonts to pay A. B. Gray for services in running 
` and marking Eeastern boundary line of Texas. 


ow” _ Read a first time. 


EN 
a 


A Messrs. Taylor and Bourland made the following report; 

3 The committee on Fnance, to whom was referred the out- . 
‘standing liabilities of the Republic of Texas, have “had the 

_ game under consideration, and ask-leave to report the accom- 

- epanying bills as a substitute for the original bills, and recom- 


i: rs l ; 


3 en mend them to the favorable consideration of the House. 
~ Report, bills and subtitute received to come up in their reg- 
eee, ular order. . 
wy ai { od $ . . . 
an Mr. Shaw introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incorpo- 
A rate the Milam Liberal Institute. ° 
on Read a first time. 
i et 2 


- ; Mr. Bryan reported that the committee on Engrossed Bills 
r. 4 have examined an act regulating Pilots for the mouth of the 
Brazos River, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

ee Read and accepted. 


w 


e Mr. Runnelsintroduced a bill to be entitled an act to aun- 
_. *. ‘*therize and require the Comptroller to settle the account 
-5 Martin’Glover late Sherif of Bowie county. 


= Read a first time. - 


‘Mr. Runnels moved to suspend the rule: _. è 
’ Carried. l ; 
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On.motion of Mr. Mosely, r A . GES 
‘Referred to a séléct committee. OX 
Whereupon the Chair appointed Messrs. Mosely, Ruvńels SA 
` Robertson, Rayner and Stuart of Galveston, said committëe. «72 
On motion of Mr. Neal the orders of the day were then = ®. 
taken up. oa y 
A bill to be entitled an act better defining the martial right 5 * 
of .parties. -t 
` Read a third time and passed. -e 
Mr. Robertson intreduced*the following resolution: ad 
Resolved, That as a standing rule of the House no bill gn its 
last reading shall be read by caption: 
Read and laid on the table one day for consideration. ~ 
A bill to be entitled an act for the establishment of Free 
Public Schools. - 
Read a third time and passed. i 
À bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to- pro- 4 
vide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of tke State of Tex- 
as, approved April 11th, 1846. O? 
* Read a third time and ‘passed. ` . of 
"Joint Resolution for the relief of Lewis Thunner. 
Read a third time and passed. 
Joint Resolution appropriating one hundred dollars - for the 3 4 


2 - 


~ 


me 


- Pape of procuring a map of Shelby county. vo SM 
Read a third time and passed. . n 
- Mr. Hardeman moyed a reconsideratien of the vote reject- iR 
. ing the bill for the relief of James Cole. e+ f 


_ Mr. Haynie moved to lay the motion on the table. ~- 
Carried. 
A bill to be entitled an act regulating the apportionment of < 
of representation among the several counties of this State. 
Together with the substitute offered by Mr. Robertson, » 
Mr. Potter moved to strike out of Mr. Robertsons substitute 


Carried? i See 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had receded from its amendments to a 
bill to be entitled an act authérizing persons who have receiv- - 
éd donation certificates under-the provisions of an act grant- — 
ing lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto and 


Ry x = 


ut 
4 
3 


- oe is 
a es i 4 S > La X + X 
; . : 5 * 
Ms A s3 G a a a tach Pad . 
o J 822 , 


ca. «other battles, approved December 21st, A. D. 1837, to alien- 
. Tia ate said certificates and the lands acquired under them. 


= ~On motion of Mr. Carothers, the House then adjourned ir 
26 til 8 o’clock,p. m., 

7 : 

a 


* “as 3 o'clock, p. m. 


à. The House met pursuant to adjournment. : 
s The roll was called, 
“And a quorum of the members answered to their names:. 


+9 


k Mr. Reagan moved to lay the bill, sabiai and amend- 
ments on the table. 
Mr. Robertson moved a call of the House. 
y ‘Carried. 
-, Quorum present. 
* On motion of Mr. Bogart, 
The further call of the House was suspended. 
On motion of Mr. Robertson, 
A call of the House was ordered. 


Quorum present. 


a Mr. McNeill moved that Mr. Fields be excused from the 
call of the House. 
House refused to excuse. 
Mr. Robertson moved to suspend the call. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. McCown, 
The call was suspended. 
. Mr. Robertson moved a cali of the House. 
‘Carried. 
Quorum present. x 
On motion of Mr. Eddy, 
~ Mr. Railey was excused from the call of the Hoars 
On motion of Mr. Goode, 
Mr. Lewis was excused fron? the call of the Honey: 


2 


On motion of Mr. Carothers, i 


ey 
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The call was suspended. fe e 
Mr. Robertson mo ved a call ofthe Hønse. oo te 
Carried. 5 
Quorum present. S o l 
On motion of Mr. Bogart, ° 


The further call of the House was suspended. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 29 
o'clock. 

Lost. 

Mr. Burroughs moved to adjourn until 2 minutes after 9 0’; 
clock to-morrrow morning: S 

Lost. 

Mr. Willie moved a call of the House. 

Carried. 

Quorum present. 

Mr. Runnels moved to suspend the call. 

Lost. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to suspend the call. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Miller of Houston, 

The call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, 

The vote excusing Mr. Railey fromthe call of the House > 
was reconsidered. 

, Mr. Pease moved the bill, substitute and amendments be 

laid on the table and made the special order of the day for 


t ~ 
as 


Wednesday next. © 


Lost. 

Mr. Crump moved a call of the House. 

“Carried. 

Quorum present. i 

a eGon] moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 9 
o'cloe : 

Lost by the following vote. l i 


4 


_ , Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong,Bryaa, Crump, Cratch- 
“eI, Cunnigham, Edwards, Haynie, Lewis, Miller of C., MMi- 
can, J McCown, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Rob- 

s ettson, ‘Prnit, Webb and Willie—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen; Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Caroth-~ 
ets; Davis of in, Davis of R. DeCordova, Dooly, Eddy, Ep- 
person, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Mil- 


A 


m 
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ted ot 5 . 4 
27% 8 
z a ier of H,, Mosely, McNeill, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Shannon, 


Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, of Gal. Stewart, of Gon, Tay, 
lor, Walling, Winkler and Wren—34, 
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~ On motion of Mr. Crump, 
A call of the House was ordered. 
Mr. Davis of R., moved to excuse Mr. Railey from the eallof 
the House. . = 
Mr. Rayner mov ved to adjourp’ until to-morrow morning 9 
o'clock. 
Lost. - 
Question on the suspension ofthe call. 
_ Carried. 
? Mr. Bogart moved to dispatch the Sergeant-at-Arms after 
Mr: Railey. 
Lost, 
Question on the motion of Mr. Davis of Robertson to excuse 
Mr. Railey from the call of the House. 
The yeas and nays being called for stood. 


‘Mr. Haynie asked to be excused from voting- ‘ 
Refused. 
Mr. Armstrong moved to adj ourn until to-morrow morning 
19 o'clock. 


The Chair decided that a question to adjourn could nt be , 
entertained during the pendency of a call of the yeas and ` 
nays. ° 
Mr. McNeill appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

Chair sustained. 

The chair decided that whether a gentleman confines himself 
to the question under consideration was not the subject of the 
decision of the chair. 

Mr. Miller of Houston appealed from the decision of the 
chair. 

Chair sustained. 

The Result of the vote on the motion to.excuse Mr. Railey’ 
from the call of the House was as follows. . ~ 


Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, - r 
Cunningham, Davis of L., Davisof R., Dooley, Hudy,E person 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, ‘Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Reagan, Run- 
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nels, Saddler, Shannon, Stewart of Gon., Walling, Winkler 
and Wren—30, 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Crump, Crutch- 
er, DeCordova, Gilliam, Goode; Miller of C., Millican, Neal, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Taylor, Trait, Webb, Wheel- 
er and Willie—27. 


On motion of Mr. Pease, eos ; 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 0- 
clock, by the following vote. : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, 
Crump, Crutcher, DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, 
Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Miller-of C.,Millican, Mose- 
ly, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson Sad- 
dler, Shaw, Stont, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Truit, Webb, 
Wheeler and Willie—35. . ; 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Begart, Bourland, Carothers, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of L., Davis of R., Epperson, Gilliam, Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of Houston, McCown, Reagan, Runnels, Shan- 
non, Sterne, Stewart of Galveston, Taylor, Walling, Wink- 
lerand Wren—22. 


House of Representatives, 
F Austin, February 26th, 1848. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, . 

And the following members answered to their names: ə 

Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers, Crump, Crutcher. Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis of 
R., DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 
Geode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of C, 
Millican; Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Saddler, Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart of Gal. Stewart of-Gon., Taylor, 
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Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, Willie and Wren. - 


A qnorum being present, 7 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Pease moved that the Hon. Thos. M, Dennis, member 
clect from the county of Matagorda, be permitted to qualify 
and take his seat. 

Carried. l 

Whereupon, the oath prescribed by law’ was administered 
to him by the Speaker, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the © 
House that the Senate had passed the following bills ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of David F. Webb: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson, 

A bill to be entitled añ act to incorporate the Trinity Navi- 
gation Company. . ; 

A bill originating in thé House of Representatives, to be- 
entitled an act to incorporate the City of Lavacca; with amen 


ment: 
Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tution of the State of Texas. ~ ; 


Mr. Pease, chairman ofthe Judiciary committee, reported : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an 
act to prohibit the cutting or carrying away timber from lands 
on which the owner does not reside, have considered the same, 
but finding some objections to it, they have proposed a sub- 
. stitute, which they reeommend to be adopted by the House of 
Representatives. - 

Report and bill received, to come up in. their regular order. 


~ 


Mr. Willie. one of the Judiciary committee, reported :* | 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an 
act to provide for the collection of the taxes of 1846, together 
with the report of the Finance committee recommending 
amendments, respectfully submit the accompanying bill, and 
substitute for the original bilf and amendments, and recom- 
mend its passage. l 

Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


e : a 
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. Mr. Stewart, of Galveston, chairman of the’ committee on 
Finance, made the following report: 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill t 
be entitled an act making an appropriation for the pro rata pay 
of Dr. Thos: P. Anderson, deceased. Surgeon’ of the late Navy 
-ofthe Republic of Texas, have had the same under considera- 
“tion, and have instructed me to report the same back to the 
House, and to recommend its passage. 


ts 


+ 


. Mr. Carothers, chairman ofthe committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report : -. 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red the-petition of sundry citizens, purporting- to be of the 
county of Chorokee, have had the same under consideration, 
and ascertaining that to grant the prayer of said petitioners, 
would be in fact to reduce the counties, of Nacogdoches and 
Cherokee to a less size than a constitutional limit. 

The majority of the committee, therefore, have instructed me 
to report the same back to the House, and respectfully recom- 
mend that any further action on said- petition be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Report and bill received, to come up in their regular order. 


— - 
~ 


‘Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported: =: ~ 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an ‘act to provide for the assessment and collection 
Ol taxes : « , 
- . Abill to be entitled an act to amend the Ist, 2d and 4th sec- 
tions of an act entitled an act to regulate the license and prac- 
tice of Attorneys and Counsellors at Law; approved May 12th® 
A. D. 1846: , . . - l 
, A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Western Tex- 
as Orphan Assylum: _. 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 
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Mr. Miller, of HL, introduced a bill supplementa: 
to establish the Judicial Districts of the District Conte re 

Read a first ae 

Mr. Miller, of H., moved to suspend the rule requiring bj 
to be read on three several days. i eee 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Galveston, 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill regulating the apportionment of the representation ° 
among the several counties of the State, being the special order 
of the day, was taken up. 7 

Mr. Reagan moved to lay the substitute and amendments 
on the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. Keenan moved the engrossment of the original bill. 

On motion of Mr. Neal, ; 

The vote was reconsidered, laying the substitute and amend- 
ments on the table. 

Question on Mr. Reagan’s motion, to lay on the table. 

Mr. Webb moved to amend the motion by adding to it the 
original bill. l 

A division of the question was called for. 

Question on Mr. Webb’s motion taken and lost. 

Questign on Mr. Reagan’s motion to lay on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, ; 

Leave was granted Mr. Bryan to explain his reasons for vo- 
ting on the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. Cunningham asked leave to explain his reasons for vo- 
ting. 3 

aen: 

Mr. Dennis asked leave to explain. ‘ 

Granted. 

On motion of Mr. Cown, 

The rule requiring members to be present when voting, was 
Suspended by the following vote: l ; 


. Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Dooley, De Cordova, Eddy, Edwards, 
Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Miller’ of C., Millican, 
Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout; Stoddard, 
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Stuart, ofGal.; Stewart of Gon, Taylor, Truit; Webb, Wink- . 
ler, Wheeler and Willie—41, als i 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Carothers, Davis of Lọ Davis of 
Ra open, Gilliam, Goode, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller 
of H., Reagan, Railey, Saddler, Shannon, Walling,and Wren 


— . 


Mr. Crump moved that a committee be raised to wait on the 
absent members, Messrs. Irions and White, to receive their 
' votes. 

- Carried. : 

Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Cramp, Eddy and 
- Reagan said committee. : . 

- The chair also appointed Messrs. Burroughs and Runnels 
to wait on Mr, Renfro, to receive his vote: which committee 
reported that duty performed. 

The House refused to lay the substitute and amendments on 
the table by the following vote : a 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, Cun- 
ningham, Davis of Lẹ, Davis of R, DeCordova, Eddy, Ep- 
person, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller 
of H., Mosely, McCown, Reagan, Runnels, Railey, Saddler, 
Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stuart of Gal, Taylor, Walling, 
Winkler and Wren—31. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Crump, | 
Crutcher, Dooly, Edwards, Hardeman, Haynie, Irion, Lewis, 
Miller of C., Millcan, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Pease, Potter, 
Rains, Raynor, Renfro, Robertson, Shaw, Stoddard, Stewart 
of Gon., Truit, Webb, Wheeler, White and Willie—31. > 


Mr.Cunningham moved to refer the bill, substitute and 
amendments to a select committee, to be composed of one mem- 
ber from each Judicial District. to 

Carried. i i 

Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Cunningham, Bo- 
gart, Bourland, Keenan, Taylor, Sterne, Fields, Willie, Webb 
and Pease, said committee. 
' Mr. Gilliam moved that the committee report on Monday 
next, if practicable. ` + 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: * 
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The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill 
creating the county of Kaufman: also 

An act to incorporate the town of Montgomery: also 

An act to define more accurately the. boundaries of De 
‘Witt county : also EA . 

An act for the relief of the widow, and: heirs at law of Maj, 
James L. Holman, deceased : also 

A joint resolution for the relief of Wiliam Plucker: also 

An act to authorize Sarah Ann Kelton to make valid con- 
veyauces of real estate and negroes: also 

An act to prohibit the Boards of Land Commissioners in 
each county of this State from issuing certificates in certain 
cases: also ` EA 

An act supplementary to an act to create the county of 
Smith: also 

An act prescribing in what cases the Governor may remit 
fines and forfeitures: also a 

An act to establish the county seat of Grimes county : also 

An act to remove the Land Office of Robertson Land Dis- 
trict: also . . 

An act to create the eounty of Hays: also 

An act to allow offsets in certain cases: -` 

And find the same correctly enrolled: and having been sign- 
“ed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Prè- 
sident of the Senate, were this day ptesented to the Governor 
for his approval. 

Report adopted. 


kad 


A bill to be entitléd an act to regulate the distribution of in- 
testates’ estates, being made the special order of the day, was 
taken up. ` 

Mr. Pease moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Keegan moved to make it the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next, March Ist. a 

Carried. : 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

The House then took a recess of twenty minutes. 

+ 


-A 
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The House met; a quorum present. 

Messrs, McNeill and Allen were appointed a committee to 
wait on the Honorable Senate, and inform them that the House ° 
was ready, to receive them in joirit session, for the election of 
District Attorneys for the several Judicial Districts of the State. 


12 o’clock, m. 


The. Senate assembled in the Representative: Hall, in con- 
‘formity with a resolution previously adopted by both Houses. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of District 
Attorneys. 

The Speaker announced. that it. was in order to receive 
nominations for the First Judicial District. 

Mr. Rayner nominated Hiram Waller. 

Mr. Potter nominated Henry Andrews. 

On a call of the roll by the Chief Clerk of the House, Mr. 
Waller received the following votes: 

. % 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart; Bourland, Carothers, Crump, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Davis, of R., Dooley, Dennis, 
Epperson, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, 
Lott, Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, 
Perry, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Walling, Winkler, 
. White, Willie and Wren—43. Jis 


, Mr. Andrews received the following votes: 
Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, DeCordova, Ed- 

wards, Fields, Miller, of C., Pease, Potter, Rains, Saddler, 

Stuart, of Gal., Stewart, of Gon, Trnit, and Webb—lo. 


On joint vote of bott Houses, Mr. Waller received 95. 
+ votes: Mr. Andrews received 23 votes. `, 

Mr? Waller having received a majority of all the yotes, was 
declared by the Speaker, duly and Constitutionally elected ` 
District Attorney for the First Judicial District, for the term of 
two years. : 

Mr. Sterne nominated John A. Green, asa candidate for 
District Attorney for the Second Jndicial District. 

There beiig no other nomination, the Chief Clerk proceeded 
to call the roll, and Mr. Green received the following vote: ~ 
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Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Arnistrong, Bogart, Bourlaad, Bur- 
rougis, Bryan, Carothers, Crump,Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis 
. of L.,Davis of R., DeCordova, Dennis, Dooley, Fdwards, Eipper- 
son, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan,Lewis, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely,. Me- 
Cown, McNeill, Neal;Pease, Perry, Potter Rains, Rayner, Ro- 
bertson, Railey, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stod- 
dard, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, 
Walling, Winkler, White, willie and Wren—57. 


John Smith received twe votes: 

Messrs, Reagan and Runnels. ~ 

Qn joint vote of both Houses, Mr. Green received.77 votes: 
J. Smith, 2. Pat 

Mr. Green having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared by the Speaker, duly and Constitutionally elected Dis- 
trict Attorney for the Second Judicial District, for the term of 
two years. as w 

Mr. Willie nominated Thos. Johnson as a candidate for the 
office of District attorney, for the Third Judicial District. 
_ There being no other nomination, Mr. Keenan moved that 
Mr. Johnson be declared duly elected, by acclamation. 

Lost. - 

On a call of the roll, Mr. Johnson received the followin 
votes: i 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- ` 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Da- 
vis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Dennis, Edwards, 
Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H , Millican, Mose- 
ly, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Rea- 
gan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gon- 
zales, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White, Willies 
and Wren—58. : a 


On joint vote of both Houses, Mr. Johnson received 78 
votes, which being a majority of all the votes, he was duly and 
Constitutionally elected District Attorney for the the Third Ju- 
dicial District, for the term of two years. f 

Mr. Dooley nominated ©. W. Peterson as a, candidate for 
District Attorney for the Fourth Judicial District. 
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Peterson elected by acclamation. 
Lost. * ae 


? 
« Sa = a.e ~- y æ 7 
There being no Gpposition, Mr. Allen moved to declare Mr . 
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The Chief Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and Mr. Peterson. 


received the following votes : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur 


soughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, 


` ‘Davis of Lọ, Davis of R, DeCordova, Dooley, Dennis,.Ed- 


wards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hatdenian, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lott, Lewis. Lyans, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, MeCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Petry, Potter. Rains, 


ı Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey. Runtels, Shannon, Saddler, 


Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of 
Gonzalés, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White, 
Willie and Wren—d9, ` ’ 


Joint vote of both Houses stood for Peterson, 79 votes. 

Mr. Peterson having received a majority ofall the votes, was 
declared by the Speaker duly and Constitutionally elected Dis- 
trict Attorney for the Fourth Judicial District, for the term of 
two years. “de 

Mr. Edwards nominated R. S. Walker as a candidate for 
District Attorney.of the Fifth Judicial District. ` 

_ There being no opposition, Mr. Davis of Robertson, moved 
to declare MIr. Walker clected by acclamation. 

Lost. : + ` 

On a call of the rall by the Chief Clerk, the vote for Mr. 
Walker stood as follows: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur . 


roughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Cramp, Carothers, Cunningham, Da- 
vis of L., Davis of R, DeCordova, Dooly, Dennis, Edwards, 
Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Kee- 
nan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C, Miler of H„ Millican, 
Mose'y, McCown, McMeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout; Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gon- 
zales, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Winkler. White Willie-and 


i Wren—53, i 


? 


On joint vote. Mz, Walker received 78 votes, which beinge‘ 
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majority of all the'votes given, he was declared bytthe speaker, “ 
to be duly and Constitutionally elected? District Attorney for. 
the Fifth Judicial District, forthe term of two years. 

Mr. Taylor nominated ‘David W, Fields, as a candidate for’ 
District Attorney of the Sixth J udicial District. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. McCown’ moved that 
‘Mr. Fields be declared elected, by acclamation. 

Lost. 

On a call of the roll by the Chief Clerk, Mr. Fields received ae 


the folowing vote: 


y 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- - 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L, 
Davis of R.. DeCordova, Dooly, Dennis, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McNeill, Mc- 
Cown, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Rains, Redgan, Railey, Run- 
nels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, “Stoddard, Stuart 
of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, “Webb, Wal- 
fing, Winkler, Willie and Wren—55. ; 

For Mr. Hogg.—Mr.-Reagan—-1. ‘ 


* Qn Joint vote Mr. Fields received 75 votes: Mr. Hogg, 1 
vote. 

Mr. Fields having received a majority ofall the votes -given, 
was declared duly and Constitutiondlly elected District At- 
terney for the Sixth Judicial District, for the term of two years. 

‘The following nominations were made for the Seventh Ju- 
dicial District: l 

Mr. Lott neminated M. Wiley. a 

Mr. McNeill nominated Samuel D. Hay. 

Mr. McCown nominated Mr, Drew. 

Mr. Fields nominated Charles Cleveland. 

‘Mr: Pease nominated David S. Terry. : 

Ona call of the roll by the Chief Clerk, the votes were cast 
for the respective candidates, as follows: 

On a call of the roll by the Chief Clerk, the votes were cast 
as follows :— 


For Mr. Hay— 


Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Crutcher Cunningham, Davis of 
R. » Dooly, Edwards, Goode, Hardeman, Lewis, oe Miller 


t 
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of c, Mosely, McNeil, Perry, Rains, Roberfion® Saddlé¥, 
Shannon;, Stout, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, 
Truit, Webb and Wren—25. 


For Mr. Wiley— 

_ Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Garothete: Gratin, Dennis, Ep- 
person, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller of Houston, Millican, 

Raynor, Sterne, Taylor, Walling and Willie—16. 

For Mr. Terry— E 

Messrs. Speaker, Boma Bryan, Def ordova, Gilliam. 
Neal, Pease, Reagan, Runnels, ‘Stoddard and ‘elie ae 

For Mr. Cleveland— 

Messrs. Davis of Liberty, Fields and Shaw—3. os 

For Mr. Drew— ; 

Messrs. McCown, Potter Railey and Winkler—4. 

On joint vote Mr: Hay received 34 votes, Mr. Wiley re- 
ceived 18 votes; Mr. Terry received 16 votes; Mr. Cleve- 
land 4 votes; Mr. Drew 7 votes. 

Neither candidate taying received a majority of all the #7 
. votes, the two Houses proceeded to vote a second time.’ 

On a second call of the roll, Mr. Hay received the following, i 
votes : a 
Messrs.Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs,Crutcher, Cineac i 

Davis of R.,.Dooly, Edwards, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Lewis, 
. Lyons, Miller, of C., Mosely, McNeill, Perry, Rains, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gon- 
zales, Truit, Webb, White and Wren—23. 


For Mr. Wiley— 


Messrs. Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, Crump, Dennis, Epper- 

son, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller of H., Millican, Rayner, ~ 

Robertson, Sterne, Taylor, Meling, Winkler and Willie—18 
For Mr. Terry— no oR 


Messrs. Speaker; Bryan, peony, Pease, Reagan, Ran- . 
nels and Stoddąard—7. 

For Mr. Cleveland— ` 2 

Messrs. Davis of Liberty, Fields, Neal and Potter—t. 

For Mr. Drew— - 

Messrs. McCown and Railey—2. ‘ 

-On joint vote of both Houses, the vote stood for Mr. Hay, 


£ 


a 42; for ua 20; for Terry, . ti; for Clev-land, 4; for Drew, 2. 
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Mr. Hay having received a majority of all the votes given, 
was’ declared by the Speaker duly and constitutionally elected 
District -Attorney for the 7th Judicial District'for the term of 
two years. . i Rar 
Mr. Stout nominated William C. Young as a candidate for 
District Attorney of the 8th Judicial District. 


~ On a call of the Roll, Mr. Young received the following 
votes. 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 


roughs, Bryan, Crump, Carothers, Crutcher, Cunningham, 
Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooly, Dennis, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, 

* Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H,, Millican, Moseley, Me- 
Neal, Neal, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Sad- 
dier, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of 
Gon., Taylor, Tryit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White, Willie 
and Wren—d4. 


Le 


Mr. Old received one vote, to wit: Mr. Petter. 

On joint vote, Mr. Young received 73 votes: Mr. Old re- 
ceived one vote. i 

Mr. Young having received a majority of all the votes, was. 
declared by the Speaker duly and constitutionally elected Dis- 
trict Attorney for the Sth Judicial District, for the term of two 


ears. 
y ; 


For the 9th Judicial District, Mr. Saddler nominated A.. I. 


Fowler. | 
_ My. Sterne nominated John C. McCoy, as a candidate for 
District Attorney. 


On a call of the roll, Mr. Fowler received the following vote: 


Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Crump, Cunningham, DeCordova, 
Dennis, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lyons, Miller of H., Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stewart of 
Gon., Taylor, Walling, White and Willie—28. _ l 


For Mr. McCoy, the following votes were given ; 
Messrs, AMen, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, 
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i Crutcher, Davis of R., Epperson, Keenan, Lott, McNeill, Neal, 
Perry, Rains, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Sterne, Stod- 
dard,.Stuart of Gal, Truit, Winkler, Webb and Wren—25. 


On joint vote of both Houses, Mr. Fowler received 37 votes.: 
MrMcCoy 36 votes. 

Mr. Fowler having received a majority of all the votes given, 
_ was déclared by the Speaker duly and constitutionally elected 
- DistricteAttorney for the ninth Judical District, for the term of 
two years, ° ‘ 
' Mr. Stoddard nominated Wm. §.-Glass as a candidate fot . 
District Attorney for the 10th Judicial District. 


Mr. Lott nominated E. W. Perley. : 
On a call of the roll Mr. Glass received the following votes : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Caro- 
thers, Crutcher, Cunningham, Dennis, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of H., Moseley, 
McNeal, Pease, Potter, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, ‘Shaw, 
cians Stoddard, Stewart of Gon., Taylor, Webb and Wal- 
ing—o1. i “ 


Mr, Perly recéived the following vote : “Ut ie 


Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Davis of R., Epperson,Lewis, 
Lott, Miller of C., Millican, McCown, Neal, Perry, Rains, 
` Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Shannon, Stuart of Gal., Trait, Wink- 
ler, White, Willie and Wren—22. a ` 


On joint vote of both Houses, Mr. Glass received 43 votes : 
Mr. Perly received 30 votes, l m 

Mr. Glass having received a majority of all the votes given, 
was declared by the Speaker duly and constitutionally’ elected: 
District Attorney for the 10th Judicial District, for the term of 
iwo years. i i i 


The Senate then returned to.their Chamber, and a 
On motion of Mi. Taylor, i ° 
The House adjourned until Monday morning; 10 o’cloék. 
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| House of Répresentatives, 
z Austin, February 28, 1848 


The House met pursuant to adjotrnment. 
The roll was called, : 
And the following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Carothers, Cramp, Cannigham, Davis of L. p Davis of 
R., Dennis, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
McCown, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, "Reagan, Railey, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of Gon., 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Winkler, White ane Wren. 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the 26th inst., was read and adopted. 


A ‘message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed the following bills +- 


A bill to be entitled An Act to provide for the election of 
electors of President and Vice President of the’ United States +. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to amend an Act to qucorperae 
ihe Colorado Navigation Company : 

A bill to-be entitled An Act to define the time of holding the 
District Courts in the 10th Judicial District - 

A bill to be entitled An Act to to changé the names of the 

counties of Cameron, Starr and Webb: 
` ŽA bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the town of Pales- 
tine, in the county of Anderson : 

A bill, originating in the House of Representatives, to be 
entitled An Act providing for the sale of the property belonging 
to the State of "fexas, formerly used by the late Government 
for custom purposes, with amendments : 

A bill to be entitled An Act to amend the 1st, 3d and 7th sec- 
tions of an Act to define the time of holding the Courts in the 
several. Judicial Districts in the ¿State of Texas: passed, Lith 
z of May, 1846: 

Mr. Webb presented the petition of Mary W. Chalmers; 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. - 

Mr. Eddy presented the petition of Jacob Barker and other 
citizens of Newton and Jasper counties.—Referred to Pe coms ` 
apittee. on Publie Lands. , 


a 


7 


an 839 . 4 4 č 


‘ Mr. Keenan, chairman of the Committee on Education, made 
the following report : : a a 


The Committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled An Act to incorporate the Houston Lyceum, have 
had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report it 
back to the House, and respectfully recommend its passage. 


—— 


a 


Mr. Crump, chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported : A 


-~ ~ 


The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Andrew 
J. Yates, Administrator of J. P. Lansing, deceased; praying 
. this Legislature to remove ‘certain alledged misdemeanors 
against the late Lieut. Lansing, of the Navy of the Republic of 
Texas; have had the same under consideration, and instruct 
me to make the following report : i 
After obtaining from the Adjutant Generals Office the Jour- 
nals of the,ninth Congress, and the evidence of- Com- Moore 
of the facts in regard to the disposal of nineteen of Colt’s 
Patent Pistols and a number of Carbines be-longing to the San 
Bernard, the Committee have come to the conclusion that the 
disclosures are not sufficient to brand the reputation of a gal- 
lant_officer with the crime of defaulcation. : 
Lieut. Lansing, died 5th of July, A. D. 1848, on his- return 
from the coast of Mexico, and some eight months’ thereafter the 
charge of defaulcation was preferred against him, after the 
elapse of.so long a time and after he had sunk into the quiet 
grave, which precludes the possibility of defence. Lieut, James 
O’Shannessy, who acknowledged himself guilty, and.thereby be- 
neath the station entrusted to him, steps forward as his accuser ; 
and, upon his mere say-so, the charge of guilt was stamped 
upon him. i i 
William A. Tennison, certifies that he saw, while lying at 
New Orléans, a correspondence between Lieut. O’Shannessy 
and Lieut. Lansing, disclosing the fact of the sale of the, small 
arms of the San Bernard at Liguira de Terminas, by himself, 
. Lansing, and others, fo the number of twenty-five or thirty 
` Colt’s Pistols, and other arms. He also certifies, that all the 
` arms were on béard at the time Capt. T. M. Taylor, left the ves- 
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sel, which is incorrect in point of fact, as Capt. Taylor admits — 
he presented the British Consul, at Liguira on the coast of 
Mexico, during the year 1810, with one. The Republic subse. * 
quently charged him $87 50 for it. Com. E. W. Moore also « 
states, that there were only twenty-five pistols on board the San 
Bernard, which he‘purchased at $30 00 per pistol. The Reépub- 
lic charged the estate of Lieut. Lansing $37 50, which makes- 
$1,125 00 for the thirty pistols, which he states to baye been 
taken from the San Bernard. The letter, or correspondence 
referred to above, was written only four days before Lieut. O’ 
Shannessy was taken naked in the streets of Savannah, and 
placed in a Lunatic Asylum, as insane; this fact, was stated 
by Jom. E. W. Moore, before the Committee. The Secretary 1 
of War and Marine, came hastily to the conclusion that Lieut, 
Lansing was guilty, because he did not immediately on receiv- 
ing information,that the small-arms of the San Bernard were 
missing, report the same to the Department. It was the duty 
of Lieut. Lansing to report to his commanding officer, (this is 
customary in the Army, so reports are made to Genls. Taylor 
and Scott,) which he did immediately on receiving information, 
as the Committee was informed by Com. Moore, Now, if the 
above is a demonstration of his guilt, then vice verce, his prompt 
exposition of the fact to his commanding officer, is a clear Nem- 
onstration of his innocence; for it would be a bad rule which 
would condemn a man for not doing his duty,and not exculpate 
him from a dereliction of his duty, when he had discharged it. 
From the certificate of George C. Bonner, Lieut. O’shannessy 
informed him that a number of Colts Pistols and Carbines had 
beén taken on shore at Leguira, from the San Bernard, and there 
disposed of by himself. Lieut. O’Shannessy mentioned Mr. « : 
Goldsborough and pthers, but Lieut. Lansing was not mentioned 
by O’Shannessy as one of the persons assisting in the disposal 
of the arms. If he had been mentioned by ‘O’Shannessy, is it 
probable that in ‘disclosing the transaction to his commande? 
would have forgotten that he, Mr. Bonner, also was implicate 
in the charge. aan 

Again, can we entertain the belief that Lieut. Lansing would | 
have committed a crime which we know could not have escaped « 
detection, and if detected must havé resulted in his dismissal, 
from the service, and deduction of his pay, equal at least to’the. ` 
defaulcation. If to commit a crime necessarily, implies an object? ; 
then, the presumption of innocence is clearly on the side of : 
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Lieut. Lansing, because his accuser, Lt.. O'Shannessy, admits in 
making the charge that he used the proceeds for his own purposes. 
If others had united with O’Shannessy in disposing of the small- 
. arms above alluded to, the proceeds of which he:had appropri- 
ated to his own use, as he asserted, would not the discontent of 
the parties, at once have charged the defauleation upon him, 
particularly, after committing the crime, to be deducted out of 
their pro rata of the spoils. The Committee are of opinion, 
‘that the facts contained in the. certificates of Lieuts. Tennison 
and Bonner, in connexion with the evidence of Com. Moore, 
* were riot sufficient to brand the name of Lieut. ‘Lansing- with 
the crime of defauleation. — - ~o N 
Report read and adopted, and the Joint Resolution read'a 
first time, i -o P 
t S 
7 š eo z 
On-motion of Mr. Crutcher, the House then proceeded to 
the oiders:of the day. 3 = 
2 A bill to incorporate the city of Lavacca with amendments 
from the Senate: : 
Which were read and concurred in. 
N A bill to amend an act supplementary to an act to detect 


fraudulent land certificates, passed at the fifth Congress of the 


Republic o Texas. : 
Read a third ti.ne and passed. 
_A billto be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Na- 

cogdoches, was f 
On motion of Mr. Keenan, ai 

=. Read by its caption a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the regulating of Pilots at the 

mouth of the Brazos river, was l 

On motion of Mr. Pease, 

Read by ifs caption a third time and passed. ; 

A bill to be entitled an actto regulate proceedings ‘in cases 
offorcible entry and detainer. - R Ae: \ 

Read a third t.me and passed. à 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of San 
Augustine, was . 

Oa motion of Mr. Dayis of L., i 

Read by its. caption a third time and passed. ~ 
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Pi ote A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of the 
county of Cameron. i 
“Read a third time and passed. : 
The chair announced a coramunication on the Speakers ta. 
ble, which 
On motion of Mr. Loft, 
Was taken up. r 3 
Mr. Cunningham-méved to lay it on the table. 
Lost by the following vote. 


A 


r 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Crutcher, Cun-* 
ningham, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Mosely, Perry, Railey, 
Runnels, Shannon, Stout, Taylor, Webb, Winkler and White 
—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, CarothersCrump, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordoya, Dooley, Dennis, Eddy,, 
Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Ly- | 
ons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, McCown, McNeill, 
Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Raynor, Reagan, Robertson, Sad- 
dler, Sterne, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of Gon., Trut, 
Walling and Wren—39. ` a 


Mr. Keenan moved to réad the communication by its cap- , 
tion. ' a . ; 
Which motion was lost. 


TO THE HONORABLE THE LEGISLATURE OF THE | 
~ STATE OF TEXAS. 

In duplicate communications of like tennor, which the mmo 
dersigned, Commissioner of the General Land Office had the 
honor lately to submit to your honorable Houses, he took occa- — , 

. sion respectfully, to invoke your investigations by means of a 
joint committee touching certain charges, importing official 
malfeasance and delinquency ‘made against him by several 
members of the committee on the Land Office, in-their two re- 
ports submitted to the House of Representatives; one bearing 
date the 7th,and the other the 14th instant; and also_re-juesting. — 
that the facts upon which the opinions & conclusions expressed 4 
in their said reports, were based, might be ascertained and set 
forth. The signers of the said two reports, were Messrs. Mc-, 
Neill, Goode, Fields and Reagan. Being impressed with the ? 
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belief, that such a request for investigation, when made by an 
officer so charged, and so circumstanced, has been seldom, if 

ever denied,—the undersigned received the information: that 

his was rejected with surprise and regret. By a ‘portion of 

fhe same committee, as will be seen by their report, ander 

date of the 5th inst, signed by Messrs. Lyons, Bogart and Tru- 

it, he is exculpated from the censures, and exonerated from 

® the charges cast upon him by the others. ; . 

This condition.of things, renders his situation both as an of- 
ficer and a man, extremely unpleasant and embarrassing.— 
Innocent, he is exposed to the influence of unjust conjectures; 
guilty, he is partially shielded fromthe clear sentence which 

' public opinion’should-be enabled to pronounce., In this state 

: of suspense, it is impossible that justice should be dealt out to 

him, or that his official conduct should be properly apprecia- 
ted or judged of by his fellow-citizens, 

He will retort no charges and pass noencomiums; but the 
very position towards honorable gentlemen, into which, he 
finds himself thus forced, upon the eve of an election to the of- 
fice, in which he hasso Jong served, is certainly unfortunate, 
and ought to be regretted both by them and himself. 

In this situation, and under all its disadvantages, the under- 

+ signed is driven to the alternative of defending himself, as 
well as he may in the eyes of your honorable body, against the 
charges referred to, or of yielding in silent submission, to the 
malign influences of those charges. _ _ 

His official relations with every depariment of the Govern- 
ment, as well as his duty to his family and himself, alike for- 
bid him so to yield and impel him to defend; in pursuance of 

© which' he will respectfully review the two reports first refer- 
red to, and repel by suitable evidence, the charges therein 
contained. 

It is in the first place charged, thatthe Commissioner of the 
General Land Office has drawn and failed to account for a bal- 
ance of $5,274 50. A slight correction must here be insisted 
upon in relation to this,amount, by substituting $5,100; the 
sum actually drawn by the Commissioner, in place of the lar- 
ger amount above expressed. - This sam was made up of the 
following items, and comprised the whole of the several ap- 
propriations for the purchase of stationery, blank patents for 
the years 1846 and 1847, with the exception of the $500 ap- 
propriation for stationery. for the year 1846, which was never 
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drawn by the Commissioner, but was paid out on an approved 
account of stationery furnished, .viz: for patents {or the year 
1846, $2,300, and a like sum, and $500 for stationery for the 
year 1847, amounting to $5,100. The above particulars were 
all before the authors of this report, and the undersigned 
trusts that they will notfeel disposed strenuously to object to 
the suggested correction. . n 
The appropriation of $500 for books and stationery for the 
year 1846, were shown by the proper vouchers to the commit- 
tee, to have been lawfully expended and accounted for. The 
report contains no comment upon the subject of this appro- 
priation, (see exhibit B.) : 
The appropriations for the purchase of stationery and pa- 
tents for the years 1846 and 1847, amounting in the gross to 
$5,100, were shown to the committee, to have been applied to 
their legitimate objects, so soon asthey came to the hands of 
the Commissioner, by placing the money inthe possession of 
regular mercantile agents to effect, as rapidly as the course of 
business and transportation would admit, the designated pur 
chases of this branch of the Goyernment. That such delays 
and accidents as interposed, to prevent-the earlier consumma- 
tion and the full returns of the. proceeds of these purchases 
were unavoidable, and arose without the fault of the Commis- 
sioner. That notwithstanding the necessity of resorting toa 
foreign market for the manufacture of the requisite supply of 
parchment, and notwithstanding the perils of distant transpor- 
tation, yet there existed no reason to believe that one dollar of 
‘these monies had been lost to the State, or that the parch- 
ment patents would not reach the archives ofthe Land Office, 
so soon as the course of manfacture and transportation would 
admit. That one box containing an unknownfnumber of pa- 
tents, was òn its way to Austin, by stage, and would ‘probably 
arrive in a short time, and that the remainder were in progress - 
of being manufactured and printed, and would in all probabil- 
ity, seasonably and from time to time come to hand. That 
thousands of patents had been received from time to time Im- 
lots, by successive shipments at the office. since these appro- 
priations have been made and drawn; and aslate asthe even- 
"ing of the 25th instant, another box of patents was received 
by‘stage. 
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The evidence to sustain the foregoing statement, is adduced 
inan exhibit to be read as a part hereof, appended,and mark- 
ed “exhibit A.” 

Touching this branch. of the subject, that portion of the com- 
mittee who submitted’the report of the 5th inst, have been 

leased therein to remark as follows: 

“As to the manner in which the thoneys for the purchase of 
“blank patents, stationery, &c,, have been disposed of by the 
«Commissioner, it appeared to the committee that the Commis- 
“sioner duly forwarded io New York the whole appropriation 
“for the year 1846,for the purchase of patents, stationery, &c.; 
‘and,as regards the appropriation for 1847, the Commissioner 
‘duly forwarded the same, so soon as received, to his agents 


“broad, to be applied to its legitimate uses. ..But the proceeds“ 


“of the last appropriation haye notas yet been fully received at 
“the Land Office, the blank patents, stationery, &c., therewith 
“nurchaséd, being still in the progress of transportation and 


“delivery ; since the appropriation came -to the hands ofthe. 


“Commissioner, sufficient time for the arrival of the patents, 
*&c,, has not yet elapsed, even if the Commissioner had used 
“the utmost diligence in this respect, which circumstances did 
‘not, in the opinion of the undersigned, require. The fact that 


“the parchment, of which the patents are made, has to be man-. 


‘nfactured in Europe, and imported to this country, is not gen- 
‘erally known; stillin no other manner can the Commission- 
“er obtainZthe requisite supply, since the markets of neither 
“eountry furnish so large an amount, except in case of a special 
“and extraordinary demand for the article. Until the receipt 
“of the remaining patents, the Commissioner cannot close his 
“accounts and procure his vouchers, touching this appropria- 
“tion; so far as he has procéeded, however, in this pusiness, 
“the committee are satisfied that “he has discharged his. duty 
“with fidelity and commendable energy.’ 

Such is the “showing” on the part, of the undersigned. which 
the four gentlemen charging, delinquency on him in their Re- 


portof the 14th inst., have alleged to be not. “such a showing. 
as is contemplated by law ;” and such are the facts upon which. 


they must have based the allegation that “a balance of $5,274 
50 had been drawn and not accounted for by the Commissioner. 
ofthe General’ Land Office.” gi 

The undersigned submits then to thejudgment of your Hon- 


_ orable body, that he has not failed in the premises properly 
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and:legally to account for the amount of the appropriations re- 
ferred to. If, ds his said accusers assert, “it is absolutely neces- 
sary that receipts and vouchers containing specifications of ar- 
ticles purchased for the use of the Government, shall be exhibi- 
ted by a public officer inthe settlement of his accounts with 
the Comptroller, subject to the inspection of and reported to the . 
“legislature ;” if indeed this doctrine be correct, then every dis. . 
bursing officer and agent is to be regarded as a defaulter, and 
a speculator, from the moment he draws money from the pub- 
lic treasury, until he shall have consummated all the purposes 
for which'the funds are to be applied, and shall have settled his - 
accounts with the Comptroller, and obtained his proper vouch- 
er or discharge. l 
The undersigned under such circumstances, trusts that your 
Honorable body-will rest satisfied with the rejteration of his 
assurance to the committee “that he now only waits the arrival 
_.of the remainder of the patents, and the accounts current, to 
settle with the Comptroller of Public Accounts, until ‘which 
time spch settlement is absolutely impracticable ; and to secure 
which settlement his official bond for $50,000 ought to be sat- 
isfactory. y 
The signers of the report in question, have endeavored by 
means ofa'projected estimate, to show that there ought to be 
about 9,000 patents on hand; and thereby to cast the imputa- 
tion upon fhe undersigned, that he has either wasted, the pa- 
tents, or misapplied the monies appropriated for the purchase 
of tbem. His foregoing statements are as he trusts a, satisfac- 
tory answer to such insinuations, Until impartial examina- 
tion and enquiry can be made into the manner in which the 
patents have been used and cared for in the office, the presump- 
tion that he is guilty in this behalf ought not and cannot arise. 
The gentlemen admit that upon full examination of all the 
appropriations from the year 1842 to 4845 inclusive, the vouch- 
ers of the Commissioner dover the amounts he has drawn; 
but they avail themselves of the occasion to dissent from the 
decisions of the propet auditing and accounting officers, in the 
exercise of whose discretion and judgment, the corresponding - 


accounts of the Commissioner were passed, and his vouchers 


obtained. š ; 


The undersigned trusts that it will not be insisted upon by 
his censors, that those officers thus failing in the conscientious 
discharge of their public duties, have violated their official 
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oaths ; or that they were so wholly’ incompetent to perform: 
their assigned functions, that their decisions in the premises: 
are to be regarded as mere nullities. But unless such doctrine, 
always hitherto held to be absurd, should now for the first time 
be deemed reasonable, the undersigned may safely insist before 
your Honorable body that the decisions of ihe auditing and ac- 
counting officer upon his accounts,-and the corresponding, 
youctiers, in his ‘possession submitted to the committee, on 
testimonials-and evidence of the highest character in his favor, 
and repel the following charges made by the signers of this 


' Report, viz.: ‘that those appropriations were not economically 


“egnended, that many extravagant and authorized channels 
“have been found through which the public funds have been was- 
“ted. That unreasonable amounts have been allowed as travel- 
‘ling expenses of agents to and from New York, ostensibly for 


‘the purchase of patents.” 


In the disbursement of the public money, the exercise of a 
reasonable discretion is necessarily confided to the several 
heads of the Departments and Bureaux of every Government. 
If appropriations for the purchase ol patents are to be applied 
with literal strictness to the mere payment of the articles pur- 
chased, without regard to i. cidental expenses, every such ap- 
propriation would be made in vain. 

The Commissioner with the approval of the proper account- 
ing officer has in-the- premises only exercised this legal and 
rightful distretion. *In relation to such incidental expenses ap- 
proved by him, so far as economy and regard for the public 


weal is concerned, he fearlessly challenges comparison with , 


the expenses allowed for like purposes by any and every’ offi- 
cer of the Government. The dbove charges involve dishonor- 
able imputations,-official-delinquency and corrupt practices on 
the part of several other officers whose public acts have never 
received reproach or been tarnished by suspicion. And the 
undersigned humbly conceives that the considerations ought to 
suffice to relieve his accusers of the “fear” expressed by them- 
in their report, that the journeys to and from New York os- 
tensibly for the purchase of Patents “were merely trips of pleas- 
ure at the expense of the State.” ` 

The account of the Comptroller of the Treasury for expen- 
ses attending’ his journey to and from the city of Washington, 


to obtain a portion of the public money, has been before your | 


Honorable Body and has received its decided approval, mani- 
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fested by his recent re-election to the office which he has so lon 
filled with honor. Fora copy of that account (see . exhibit C) 
the undersigned offers merely to show by legitimate and fair 
comparison that his own charge of $442 for expenses to and 
from New York is not extravagant, nor justly liable’ to the 
censure cast upon it by his accusers, since it is $41 less than 
that of Mr. Shaw for his journey to and from the city of Wash- 
ington. . ; ' 

The signers of the report under review, have dwelt at con- 
siderable length upon the cases ofGen. Morehouse and Mr, 
Remer. As tothe former, he obtained leave of absence for 
three weeks only, it not being then known that he would be de- 
tained by reason of the court martialinstituted for the trial of 

. Commodore Moore at Washington, and intending to provide 
for his return in the event thathe should not be go detained. . , 

Shortly afterwards, Mr“ Catlett, then a ‘clerk in the Land 
Office, was sent to Washington, when the Treasury and other 
Departments of the Government were then (in 1844) kept in 
orderjto obtain the salareis due the clerks. Mr. Catlett was ex- 
pressly instructed by the Commissioner not to pay Morehouse 
anything, nor even to let him know of.his having the accounts 
orauthority for drawing the money, unless he found him (More- 
house) returning to Austin to resume his duties as Clerk. 
These instructions Catlett disobeyed, and did in fact pay More- 
house for his services as clerk. This is represented and com- 
mented on by the accusing portion of the cofnmittee ‘in theirre- ` 
port, as a wilful act of delinquency on the part of the Commis- 
sioner, “a wide dereliction from the rule of right,” &c. The 
testimony showing the true state of the case as set forth above 
was before them (and is contained-in the annexed exhibit D.,) 
and whether they have with fairness or justice represented the 
case or theacts and conduct of the Commissioner therein, he 
leaves it to your honorable body 4o decide. 

In the case of Mr. Remer, which. occurred-in 1846, the Com- 
missioner would remark that, owing to the fact thatthe Legis- 
lature had reduced the salaries of the clerks—in consequence of 

» which all, with the exception of two, resignéd—he was com- 
pelled to procure the duties of clerks to be performed by those 
engaged in other avocations, paying them a like compensation 
with regular clerks. i 

Mr. Remer was applied to before the month of September 
that year, and came from a distance to’ assume the station of 
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clerk,—it would but have been a mere act of justice for his ac- 
count to have been allowed and paid for the months of Sep- 
tember and October, (as it, was in fact through accidént made 
out) and under such circumstances the Commissioner would 
have been fully justified in approving the account for $100. But 
hezelies alone upon the fact fully shown to the committee, that 
the matter of that account originated in a mistake, which he 
caused to be corrected the moment that it was made known to 
him. The evidence on this subject is contained in exhibit E, 

Again, it is objected that a book-binder has been employed, 
and partly paid out of the appropriation for clerks for 1846, 


x wt 


- and that for this there is no law. 


Inthe year 1847, the office of assistant draftsman being va- 
cant, Mr. Wm. Sattler was employed by the Commissioner to 
perform the duties incident to this department of clerkship. In 
this capacity he discharged the following duties, which are of a 
purely clerical description, coming within the purview of the 
ofice of draftsman. Whether he be called book.binder, or 
clexk, or assistant draftsman, so that his occupation and labors 
fell within the legitimate sphere of duties properly and lawful- 
lyappertaining to the Land Office, is of little or no importance. 


In the said clerical capacity, he repaired and bound the original - 


English field notes of Zavalla’s, Burnet’s, Vehlins, Austiii’s, De 
Witts and Robertson’s, colonies; also, the indexes to the said 


„field notes; canvassed maps for the draftsman; stitched, ar- 


ranged and bound the maps of surveys in the said colonies— 


-they being before in loose single sheets;.and repaired and 


bound the original Spanish ‘titles, &c. That these duties ap- 
pertain to the .proper business of the Land Offce, the Com- 
missioner conceives no one will doubt. Then ‘do the aforesaid 
censors, by mérely calling this officer by the name or title of 
book-binder, show that there is no law to authorize his employ- 
ment, or that he wás unlawfully or improperly so employed? 
The fact that he understood the art of book-binding, in no wise 
detracted from his capacity or ability to perform the other 
clerical services in which he was engaged; and is it an objec- 
tion of weight, that he was thereby enabled to place his work 
ina far better, more convenient and more enduring form, with- 
out additional.expense to the State, than he would otherwise 
have been? The Commissioner concéives that it is no more 
unlawful to preserve the papers and documents aforesaid in 
leather ee than in folded- forms or paper envelopes. The 


k 


Ld 


-> os 


850 

: os a r f 

necesssty of preserving the Spanish and other titles, which he 
repaired and arranged, cannot well be-denied. The amount 
of his labor, and the nature and value of his industry whil 
thus employed, will fully appear from exhibit F, hereto ap. 
pended. T'he Commissioner admits that he paid for a portion 
of his services out of the unexpended balance of the appropri- 
ation for 1846; but he conceives that in this he has in no wise 
misapplied the money, or departed from the true object and pur. 
poses of the appropriation; and in this the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts fully concurred with the undersigned, and he 


doubts notthat your honorable body will be satisfied with the 


manner in which this balance was applied. 
The uudersigned would not be justified in passing over the 
objection rather strenuously urged by the gentlemen referred to 


‘against him, in‘Yelation to fees, since they have made this the 


special subject of a separate report. From the organization of 
the office, the practice of charging individuals for copies of pa- 
pers, documents, titles, &c., has obtained. Much higher char: 


_ges were allowed by the former Commissioner than by thespre- 


sent one for such services, as will appear by the rates of such 
fees in exhibit G. It is believed that this usage has never been 


deemed illegal or improper, until arraigned by the authers of . 


the report in question, who allege that it infringes the 8th sec- 
tion ofthe land law, which provides that no person appointed 
to an office under that law, “shall take or receive any fee or 
emolument.for negociating or transacting the business of said 
office, other than those fees allowed by law.” The undersign-’ 
ed has yet to learn that the furnishing copies of titles, maps, 
&c., for individual use, is any part of his official duty, or ap- 
pertain to the “negotiating or transacting the business of his of- 
jice.”” To prepare certified copies for any and all persons who, 
from motives. of curiosity or interest, may-think proper tę de- 
ynand them, was never contemplated by law as a portion of 


- the duties devolved thereby upon the Commissioner or any:0 
his clerks.» Such services would be most onerous, and with, 


the present forece, if gratuitously performed, would preclude the 


performance of any other duties. His salary then has no 
reference to the discharge of such exactions, nor does the . 


enjoyment of that salary preclude him from gatas pro- 
perty or earning emolument by. the application of his awful 
industry in any proper calling or business, not interfering with 


‘the sphere of his official duties, and it is proper in this connec- 
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„tion, to observe that many.members of every previoys Legis- 
lature have procured copies of the description referred 10, for 


which.they have cheerfully paid, without even pretending or ~ 


suspecting that the officer was violating the law by charging ` 


such fees, in conformity to the usage observed in the’ Land Of- 


‘fice from the béginning. 


‘Before concluding his explanations, in relation to his con- 


duct in office, the undersigned avails himself of the occasion ` 


to remark,that he has just learned that it has been, charged. 


against him by his accusers, that he has been concerned in the 


purchase of some portion of the public domain, in contravention. 


of the eighth section of the land law. The truth of this charge 
the undersigned unhesitatingly denies; being well aware of 
the transaction to which his enemies allyde. ‘Chis transaction 
he will state:-—In May, 1846 Mr. Aaron H. Bean purchased 
of R. M. Williamson, a certificate calling fora league and la- 
bor of land, and very soon after his-purchase, caused the same 
to be located on a tract of landin Bexar county. Mr. Béan de- 
sired the undersigned, in the character ofa trustee, to receive 
a conveyance from him of this located land, and after procuring 
apatént to convey one quarter of a league thereofto his own 
infant daughter, another quarter to the infant daughter of his 
brother, and the remainder to himself. With this request the 
undersigned complied, and he -has since fully discharged his 
trust .by executing the deed—those to the children being in con- 
sideration of love and affection. The undersigned never had 
any pecuniary interest in this land; but even if he had owned 
such interest, it would have been lawful, inasmuch as the land 
was actually separated from the public domain by the aforesaid 
location, and was no longer public land, when such interest 


would, under the circumstance mentioned, have occurred. * 


To violate the actin question, one of the following condi- 
tions must have occurred: First——The Commissioner must 


have been concerned in the purchase for his own benefit of an, 
os K Š . . \ * se 
interest in the public land, in his own fname, Second.—He: 


must have been concerned in the purchase of such interest in 
the name of another person for his own benefit, or in other 
words, in trust for himself. Neither of these conditions have 
happened. The last does, not- forbid his purchasing and hold- 
ing ın trust for another person, evenan interest in the public 
lands. But the Commissioner -has not -gone to this extent. 
He has only received a conveyance of p vate and -appropriated 
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Tandin trust for Others, which trust he has fully executed and - 
a Ț discharged in the manner aforesaid, and-this act it seems, is 
7 attempted to be distorted and garbled intoa crime. 
ef Wherefore inasmuch.as the late application of the under- 


signed for further investigation in the premises has been re- 
jected, he now respectfully solicits that his present answer fo ` 
- the charges aforesaid may be spread upon the journals of your 
honorable body... 
With due consideration of respect, 
I have the honor-to be . 
` Your very obedient-servant, 


THOS. WM. WARD. 


a 


. : EXHIBIT B. _ 


Comptroller's Office, } 
Austin, Jan’y 19, 1848. $- 


This certifies that the appropriation for stationary for the 
General Land Office, forthe year 1846, amounting to five hw; 
dred dollars, was drawn on the approval of the Commissioner 
to an account for that amount which closed the transactions 
with this office. 


JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller- 
$ ee 
on “EXHIBIT A. f 
` Galveston, 23d, Sept. 1846. 
Thomas W. Ward, Hsq., . 
Com’r Land Office; 


My Dear Col.—My unfortunate management of your money 
matters requires from me an explanation. Not exceeding 
two minutes after you left our wharf fer home, I unfortunate- 
ly met Judge Toler. Upon my telling him what kind of amar- 

= rangement I had*made for you, he remarked that he had just 
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yeceived a letter from his brother i in New 7 York, whe Stated ae 


our Mr. Martin hadi hot arrived, nor had he been heard fromy > 


from the date of Mr. Toler’s letter, and one written by Mr- 
Martin to me,dated Mon ntgomery, Alabama, made him 18 days 
on the southern route—when six days from that point is suffi- 
cient. It stryok me at once, that Mr.'Martin must have been ta- 
ken sick on the road. Consequently, there could be no certain- 
ty when'he would arrive in New York, and for fear of incon- 
yeniencing matters in your Land Office arrangements, [ on the 
same day purchased of Mr. S. W. Tichenor,'of this place, two 
drafts for $1000 each, drawn at sight by- Maj. Irwin, U.S. Q- 
Master, on Col. Hunt, Q. M. General, at New Orleans. The 
New York arrived some two days after, and Capt. Phillips in- 
formed me that the draft for five hundred dellars of the same 
description had not been paid by Col. Hunt, at sight, for the 
want of funds; but would assure him on his return that all de- 
mands against the government would be promptly paid. This 
Ithought to be satisfactory. Onreturn again of the New York, 
the result was no better, but promised to pay on the next trip. 
Losing all confidence in the promise of the U. S. Governtnent, 
I purchased checks on the Canal Banking Company, for $1000, 
and $250 in gold, which’ was sent with directions to have as 
much of the former drafts shaved (provided they were not paid) 
as would be necessary to make your account goad with Mr. 


Bean. The steamer New York left, and after travelling some ` 


45 miles, foundered and was lost. The clerk of the New, Yerk 


has paid me’$2000, which I believe, was the only dollar paid | 


that was in charge of that ill-fated steamer. 


. You will herewith receive the certificate of the Postmaster i 


of this city, of the deposit by me iu that department, in, two 
letters, of $2300, remitted to Mr. Bean for your account, in U.S. 
Treasury notes, cut in half, he right half in one fetter, and the 
left half in the other. My dear Col., I hope'in our future mọn- 
ey arrangements, [should there ever be any,] that I may not ‘be 
so largely the loser; but having violated our arrangement, I 
haye no one to blame but myself, because Mr. Martin was in 
New York in time. 
Very Respectfully, Your Ob’t Serv’t, 
i 


JAMES H. CORB, 
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Ja Ko I do hereby certify that James H. Cocke has, this 22d day of 
“ _ ‘April, 1846, deposited in the Post Office at Galveston, two let. ` 
& térs containing the right andleft halves of twenty-three hun- 

dred dollars, U. S. Treasury notes, directed to A. Bean, Esq, . 
New York, for‘account of Thomas William Ward, ' Commis- 
ë sioner of thé General Land Office of the State of@exas, to be 
forwarded by the first mail. E i 
R. D. JOHNSON, 


D l P, M. Galveston. 
Postage on the same, paid by J. H. Cocke, sixty cents. ; 


S — 


o New York, Nov. 13, 1846, 


My Dear Col.—I am greatly delighted Pi the receipt of your 
kind favor of 17th ult.” The stationary, ds I have before writ- 
ten you, went by the first of November packet ship, Star Re- 
publ. and could as easily have been sent months sooner. I kept 
20 lbs. of the wafers, and one pound of pounce, and sent them 
by the steamship Portland, on the 11th inst., bound for Gal- 
veston, via New Orleans, thinking it probable that it would 
meet Galveston sooner than the Star Republic. I have written 
to Doswell to have them forwarded by stage—to despatch the 
box to Shackelford & Co., with the request that they send-it - 
along by the first stage. I suppose if I bring the bills of the 
stationary and patents it will bein time. Imay need your as- 
sistance regarding the forms in which the billsare to be made. 
You will be pleased, I can assure you, with the articles and 
prices. I am glad to get the pattern of the pen you so mueh 
like, whieh I have received in yeur letter of the 17th inst. I 
- will send by the first chance or bring them. I shall write you 
often before I start—I hope not too often. So soon as I can 
give you an entire satisfactory account of the patents—the 
whole of them—I am off for Texas. Unless I start soon, Í 
will send your bills of the articles sent; and if the forms are 
not right, I ean correct when I come. 
l Yours truly, 


$ 


A. H. BEAN. . 
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New York, Dec. 18, 18-47; 


My Dear-Col.—I write a word to say that I have sent bill of 

liding to Doswell & Co., of box of parchment, date Ist inst., 

+ but the vessel [Herald] did not sail till three days ago. I wrote 
. to Shackleford & Co. The box is marked “Col. T. W. Ward, ` 

_ Austin, Texas.” It contains 2000 parchments—splendid. I 

* will write you at length in a few days, or just before I start, 

» which I hope will be in ten days. I have been bothered to 

death with detentions, and am only waiting for the parchmenis 

to be finished. Iwill see it before I come. All well. 


Very truly, o 
' A. H. BEAN. 
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EXHIBIT C. 


a 


State of Texas, TE 3 
To James B. Shaw, | . ` Dr. 


For my personal expenses from Austin to Washing- 
ton City and back, on business of ‘the State, in set- 
tling the claims against the General Government, 
by direction of the Governor, under the provisions 

a ofan act of the Legislature approved April 25th, 
1846, and the expenses, &c. on 22 boxes of specie, 

‘the proceeds‘of the claim collected, from New Or- 
leans to Austin: 


Formy personal expenses from Austin to Washington 


City, and back, including 20 days detention at the e 
latter place, $483 00 
Insurance on Specie in the “Pelican” Mutual Insu- 


rance Company, at 1-2 to 0-0, as per voucher, 208 09 


; Comptroller’s Office, 
è a Austin, Dec. 14, 1847. 
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l certify 1 the above and foregoing to be eccorne ct copy ofthe 
original voucher on file in this office. 
i J AMES B. SHAW, Comptroller, 


The above is an extr a from the account of the onpi 


enema, 


EXHIBIT D. 


I, Jobn D. McLeod, do hereby swear, that in the year 1844 
whilst E. Morehouse had a leave of absence from his duties as 
Clerk of the General Land Office, Mr. H. G. Catlett, also a 
clerk inthe General Land Office, obtained a leave of absence 
to collect the pay of the clerks of the office, [the Treasury at 
that time being at Washington.] Col. Ward, the Commissioner 
sent by Catlett the accounts of Morehouse, with positive in- 
struction not to deliver his accounts to him, or to let him know 
they were sent down. unless Catlett should meet Gen. Moore- 
house on his way to Austin, to resume the duties of his office, 
which instractions Mr. Catlett disobeyed, which,at the time 


‘ gave much dissatisfaction and annoyance to the Commission- 


er, Col. Ward.expressing much dissatisfaction, soon after- 
wards dismissed Mr. Catlett from the office. 
JOHN D. MeL BOD. 


No. 467. 


The State of Texas, } 
County of Travis. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, the undersigned Nota- 
ry Public. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my name 
and affixed my official seal, at the city of Austin, this 10th day 


of February, 1848. 
C. MASON, Notary Public. 


EXHIBIT E. 


General Land Office, 
Austin, Jan. 19th, 1848+ 


I, Wm. A. Remer, do hereby certify, that upon the 19th day 
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of November, 1846, I met Col. Tho: “Wm. Ward at the Treas- 
ury Office, and that I drew the amount of my salary as an as- 
sistant elerk of the General Land Office, from the Treasury 
Department, individually; and-I do further certify that Gol. x 
Thos. Wm. Ward took no action whatever in that office, in ° 
relation to my act in the receipt of the money or transaction of 
the same, his business there being for the purpose of collect- = 
ing his own account due him, as I saw by the .money paid 
im. 


W. A. REMER. 


ree 


Triplicate. 


No. 188—Deposite warrant and receipt $50 00. 


The Treasurer will receive from Wm. A. Remer, clerk Gen- ‘ 
eral Land Office, the sum of fifty dollars, in specie, it being an 
amonnt received by him of appr. No. for the pay of clerks in 
the General Land Office. Receipt therefor on the back hereof, 
and charge the same accordingly. 

- JAMES B. SHAW, Compt. 

Comptroller’s Office, 

Austin, Jan, 17, 1848. 


Tréasurer’s Office, 
Jan’y. 17th, 1848. 


Received of Wm. A. Remer the within specified sum in 


specie. 
JAMES H. RAYMOND, Treasurer, 


EXHIBIT F. - 


* General Land Office, & 
Austin, Feb. 21, 1848. 


Phe book-binder employed by the Commissioner in 1847, 
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and 1848. was operating ih the same room with me, and part- 
ly under my instructions; I am therefore enabled to make the 
following statements: 

During the whole time for which he received pay, from the 
State, he worked solely for the same. : 
He recaived pay at the rate of fifty dollars per anni The 
time during which he was sick or absent was not paid for.— 
These facts are well known tome, I having made out his ac- 

counts against the State. 

The book-binder appeared to be industrious during. office 
hours, although the work done, as reviewed here below, seems 
little for the time of his employ; it is owing to the tedious and 
slow, but necessary work, of preserving as much as possible 
the writing in the old titles field notes and maps, by linning the 
torn and worn edges and breaks with frésh paper, &c. 

I further certify that the Commissioner paid to the book- 
binder the sum of $9 75, due him for the binding of books be- 
longing to the Commissioner individually. 


Ed 


Review of services rendered by Wm. Sattler to the General Land 
Office. 


Repairing and binding of the original field notes of 


Zavalila’s, Burnett’s and Veihlen’s Colonies—° 9 vol’s. 
Repairing and binding of English field notes of 
Austin’s, DeWitt’s and Robertson’s Colonies— 18 “ 


Repairing and binding of index to the above field 
notes— 

Binding of maps of surveys in Zavala’s, Veihlen’s 
and Barnett’s Colonies, which maps were all in 


single sheets— Po sce 
Repairing and binding of Spanish titles— * 42. # 
Binding of reports of the board of travelling Land ° 

Commissioners, and abstracts of Spanish titles— 20 “ 


Binding of statutes and other beoks belonging to 

the office— 

Canvassing and forming into an atlas, the surveys of the 
Eastern Boundary of ‘Fexas, by A. B. Gray. 

Canvassing of blank paper for 9 maps. Repairing for Reg- 
isters and numerous other small jobs. 

The necessjty of preserving-tie above named English field 
notes and maps of the.different colonies is obvious, knowing 
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that they are basis of the Spanish titles, the latter being trans- 


a 


lated from the former, and sometimes’ erroneously or nof so 
descriptive, so that a referrence to the originals may,in many 
instances be of benefit: i i 
Had a book binder not been employed, it would have become 
the duty of the draftsman to bring the above name@field notes 
to seme order, and to bind them tothe best ef his ability; for, 
in the state they were in, an often repeated research of their 


- contents would soon-have destroyed them. The canvassing of 


blank paper for maps would, also, have devolved upon -the 
draftsman; the latter is paid at-the rate of $66 66, the book- 
binder at $50, per month} the office is allowed two draftsmen, 
and since the 1st of September, 1847, tothe 7th of February 
last, one only was employed; therefore, without the assistance 
of the book-binder, the work done by him could not possibly 


have been done. , . 
ROBERT CRUEZBAR. 


The State of Texas. y 

County of Travis, l No. 481. 

Before me, the undersigned Notary Public in and for said 
State and county, duly qualified, came the citizen, Robert 
Crnezbar, to me well known, who deposeth and saith that the 
foregoing statement is just and true. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and af- 
fixed'my official seal at the city of Austin, the 23d of, Februa- 


ry, A. D. 1848. . 
` CHARLES MASON, Notary Public. 
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EXHIBIT G. 
Rates for Copying. 
Fora title from Big Book, Austin’s Colony; 10 00. 


« 94, 8d, „or 4th contract, if} 
over 4 pp. $6; over 5 at the rate of $1 25 per p. t 


N 


5 00 
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For atitle in Burnets, Vehléin or Zavalla’s , 
oe Robertson’s colony, - i 
- ‘i Milam’s  , do. 
w. * by Smyth or Taylor, 
s i 11 leag’s $6 pr. 4 pp., 
‘i “a in Nacogdoches the same rate, 


provided it shall not be be less than $5.for every 
title. 
All.other Spanish copying tobe done at the above 
rates. 
Making plots, when required to accompany each co- 
py at the rate of 50 cts. each, when it contains not 
over 6 corners, for every additional corner 12 2-2 
cents. ae 
J. P. BORDEN. 
N. B. The paper on which copies to be furnished 
ed by the party making the copy, ‘but to be paid for 
by the copyist and Commissioner General at the 
rate of $2 for the former to $1 of the latter. 


` Rates of Copying English. 


For every field note not less than 
« “u “having 2 pages, with plot of 
same, 
over 2 pp. and not more than 3 with 
- the plot, 
over 3 pp. and not morethan 4with 
plot, a 
AJl others to be in proportion to the above scale, pro- 
vided each map shall not have more than 6 cor- 
ners, but for every additional corner 12 1-2 cents. 
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J. P. BORDEN. 


Austin, Jan. 20th, 1840. 


— 
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2 00 
3 00 
3 50 
4 00 


A bill to be entitled An Act to epee for np assessment and 


collection of Taxes: 
Read a third time. * 
Mr. Gilliam offered an-additional section. 


861 
» Mr. Robertson moved to refer the bill-to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. ° ` ` Ez 
Mr. Willie moved to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Finance. ' 


On motion of Mr. Crump, : 
The House took a recess of fifteen minutes; | 
Question pending on Mr, Robertson’s motion to refer. 


The House met. 
The Roll was called, 


And a quorum found present... 


Š ad 

As the time was approaching for the election of a Commis- 
sioner of the General Land. Office, Mr. Sterne moved that a 
committeè be raised to wait on Messrs. Irion, Renfro, Wheeler 
and Bogart, who were absent on account of sickness, and re- 
ceive their votes for Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. - s 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed— . 

Messrs. Crump and Bryan, to wait on Mr. Irion: 

essrs: Pease and Saddler, to wait on Mr. Bogart: 

Messrs. Sterne and Burroughs, to wait on Mr. Renfro: 

Messrs. Eddy and Edwards, to wait on Mr. Wheeler :° ` 

All of which committees reported at the proper time, duty 
performed. S Aa 

Mr. Reagan moved that a committee be raised, to inform the 
Honorable Senate that the House was ready to receive them in 
Joint Session, for the purpose of electing a Commissioner. of 
the General Land Office: _ ` 

Which was carried. 

Whereupon, the Chair appointed— s 

Mesrs. Reagan and Lyons said committe ; ‘ 

Who returned, and reported duty performed. 
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12 o’crocx, M. pes 


The Hon. the Senate assembled in the Hail of:Representa- | 
tives, in accordance with a resolution previously adopted by 
both, Houses for the purpose of holding.a Joint Session, for 
the election of a Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


The Speaker announced that nominations were.in order: 


Whereupon, Mr. Reagan nominated George W, Smyth, as 
a candidate for the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 

Mr. Sterne nominated Thomas Wm. Ward: i 

Mr. Davis of L. nominated G. M. Patrick. 


On a call of the roll by the Chief Clerk, Mr. Ward received , 


the following votes: 


Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Davis of R., DeCordova, Dennis, 
Haynie, Irion, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of Œ., Pease, Potter, 
Rains, Saddler, Sterne‘ Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., ‘Stewart of 
Gon., Truit, Walling and Willie—22. 


Pacers wend 


Mr. Smyth received the following vote: 


Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Crump, Crutcher, Cunningham, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Gilliam, Goode, Hardeman, Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Renfro, Rea- 
gan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Tay- 
lor, Webb, Winkler, White and Wren—36. : 


È -Mr. Patrick received the following votes : 
‘ff Messrs. Carothers, Davis of L., and Keenan—s. . 
For Mr. J. B. Miller, Mr. Dooley, 1. 


On joint vote of both Houses, 
Mr. Ward, received 33 votes : 
Mr, Smyth received 42 votes: 
Mr. Patrick received 6 votes:: 
Mr. Miller received 1 yote: 
Mr. Seidikum recéived 1 vote: 


Mr, Smyth having received a majority of all the votes given 
was @eclared by the Speaker, duly and constitutionally elected 
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Commissioner of the. General:ILand Office.of the State of Texas, 
~ for the term of two years. aa ; 


The Senate then returnèd to their Chamber. i 
On motion of Mr. Willie, 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’ċlock’ * 
~ ` 
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House of:Representatives, 
Austin, February 29th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crutcher, Cunningham, Davis of L., Dennis, DeCordova, 
Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, 
MeNeill, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of Gon., 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Willie and Wren. 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Cunningham made the-following report : 

- The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred a 
bill to be entitled An-Act to incorporate the town of Indian Point, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report, that the Committee can see no objectionable features 
in said bill; they, therefore, beg’ leave to report the same back" 
to the House, and recommend its passage without ameudment. 


i Read and received; to come up in-its order. | 
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Mr. Bryan, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, - 
reported : : 

» Chat they have examined a bill to be entitled An Act regu- 
lating Juries : also, l l 
_, A bill to be entitled An Act to amend the 43d section of an 
“Act punishing crimes and misdemeanors ; approyed, Decem- 
ber 21th, 1836: also, 

An Act to provide for revising the Statute Laws of the State 

of Texas: also, - 

A bill to be entitled An Act for the relief of Jonathan Bird; 
passed, the 18th of January, 1845: also, 
A Joint Resolution authorising the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent Edward Hall; - 

And find the same correctly engrossed. 


Read and adopted. 


Cree 


Mr. Cunningham made the following report: 

The Select Committee raised by the House of Representatives 
to examine the Documents mentioned in tables one, two and 
three, referred to in a communication from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, and to report which if any of said 
Documents should “be published, have had the subject under 
consideration, but from the presence of other business, and from 
the voluminous character of said documents, they have been una- 
ble to examine them minutely, and to specify particularly each 
Document which is of sufficient importance to be published. 

The Committee, however, is well satisfied from the partial 
examination they have been enabled to make, that many 
of the Laws and Documents contained in said tables, are of 
great importance and should be published. j 

The Committez, therefore, beg leave to report the Joint Res- 
olution herewith submitted, and recommend its passage. 

Joint Resolution read a first time. 

as t 

Mr. Fields introduced a Resolution to go into the election of 
some person or persons to print the Laws and Journals, ow the 
2d of March, at 12 o'clock, M. 

Read and adopted. l 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that the Senate had passed— 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorise a; special tax to be 
collected in the county of Guadalupe : also, 
-A bill to be entitled An Act to authorise the County Court 


_of Fort Bend county, to levy an additional tax : 


; Also, that the Senate refused to concur in the amendment of 
the House, to. a Resolution appointing some.person to take 
charge of the Capitol after the adjournment of the Legislature : 
Also, | had passeda Resolution to appoint a Joint Committee 
of three to draft a memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
in behalf of citizens of Texas who have had their property des- 
troyed during the War between Mexico and, Texas. 
` Mr. McNeill introduced a bill to be entitled An Act to pre- 
vent fire-hunting. 
- Read a first time. 
Mr. Potter moved to take from the table and place among 
the orders of the day abill-to be entitled An Act to validate the 
acts of Thos. Wm. Ward. | 
_ Which was carried. | 


On motion of Mr. Fields, p 
The-örders of.the-day were taken up. 


¥ 


"A bill to be entitled An Act to regulate the assessment and 


collection of ‘taxes, being the special order of the day, was 


. taken up. 


Read a third time, and ` 
© Passed by the following vote :. 


Yeas—Messrs.~ Alten, Bourland,; Cunningham,’ Davis of L. 
Dooley, DeCordova, Epperson, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lewis, Loti, Lyons, Miller of C.,-Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, 
Neal, Perry; Reagan, Shaw; ‘Sterne, Stout. Stoddard; Stuart, ‘of 
Gal., Taylor, Walling, White and Wren—29. . ` 


Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Burroughs {Bryan, Èa- . 
i róthėrs, Crump, Crutcher, Davis’ of R:, Dennis, Eddy, Fields, 


Keenan, Millican, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Runnnels, Saddler, 
Truit, ‘Webb: Winkler and Willie—22. z oo 
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A messagg, was received from:the Sehate; informing the 
House; that” the Senate had passed— ` 
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A Resolution (with the concurrence of the House.) to ap- 
point a Joint Committee to examine the Cash-Book of ‘the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, ete. l 

Mr. Gilliam moved to-take up the Resolution just reported, 


Which was carried by the following vote : 
Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Caro- 
thers,. Crump, Crutcher, Lavis of R., ‘Dennis, Dooley, DeCor. 
- dova; Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller 
of C., Miller of H., Neal, Potter, Rains, Renfro, Sterne, ‘Stout, 
Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Wink. 
ler, White and Willie—34. . i 
Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Cunningham, Eddy, Epperson; 
Fields, Keenan, Millican, Mosely, McNeill, “Perry, Reagan 
- and Shaw——12. g 


Y 


Mr. Fields moved to amend by adding that the committee be 
“also required to examine and report as to’ the correctness of 
the accounts of the Commissioner as- regards the collection of ; 
Government dues and Patent fees. 


Mr. Cunningham introduced the following as a substitute for 
the original bill and amendment: 
Resolved, The Senate concurring that the Secretary of State 
be required to receive the Cash-Book and vouchers of the Gen'l. , 
Land Office, and to keep them safely and deliver them over to 
the Commissioner elect as soonas he may be properly qualified. 
Mr. Neal moved a call of the House: 
Which was carried. 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Goode was excused from answering to the call of his 
mame. . 
_ On motion of Mr. Sterne, 
-> + Messrs. Wheeler and Renfro were excused from answering 
“to the call of their-names. : i 
On motion of Mr. McCown, a? 
` Mr. Critcher was excused from.answering to the call of-his 
š name, A 7, g 
- Quorum present. ° : 
‘On motion of Mr. Lott, i 
The eall was suspendėd. 
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` On motion of Mr. Keenan, 

`” Thé original bill,, substitute and amendments. were laid. on 
the table. 

A bill to incorporate the Western Texas Orphan Asylum. 

Read a third timé and passed by the following: vote: i 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur 
roughs, Crump, Cunningham, Davis of L., Dennis, Dooly, De- 
Cordova, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Hay- 
hie, Keenan, hae Lewis, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Millican, Msely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, 
Rayner, Reagan, Shaw, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Stew- 

-art of Gonzales, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White,. 
Willie and Wren—43. 
Nays—Mr. Pease—1. 


. A billto be entitled an act to amend the first, second. and 
fourth sections of an act entitled an act to regulate the license 
and practice of attorneys and counsellors at law, approyed 
12th May, A. D. 1846. 

Read a third’time and passed. $ 

A. bill to-be entitled an act providing for the sale of the prop- 
erty belonging to the State of Texas,formerly used by the late - 
Government of Texas, for custom purposes; with amendments 
from the Senate. 

> Read and amendments concurred in. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure the colonists of Fishér’s 
and Miller’s Colony, with a substitute offered by thé commit- 
tee on State affairs. ae 

Read. 


Mr. Potter in the Chair. 


Mr. Cunningham moved to refer the bill and substitute to . 
the committee on public lands. 
~> Which was lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved that the bill and substitute, be refer- 
red to a select committee; 

Which was carried. 

The ‘Chair appointed Messrs. - Henderson; Dooly, EN 
McNeill and Cunningham said committee. 

-Mr Burroughs, chairman of the committee on. aol bills, 

cates that they have examined an act, ta incorporate. the 
town of Springfield. “Also, 
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An act to define the time of holding thet couits in fhe Rn 
al Judicial Districts. Also, -> 
An act authorizing persons who has received foiaina 
certificates, who were in the battle of San Jacinto and other 
battles, to alienate said certificates and the lands acquired - 
under them; and find the same correctly enrolled: Having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 


"7 and President of the Senate, were this day presented to his Ex- 


 cellency the Governor, for his approval. 

Read and accepted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to ‘compel those who locate upon 
the publie lands of this State, to have the same surveyed. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

Referred to the committee on’ public lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cherokee Acad- 
emy. 

. Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

- Ordered to be engrossed. 

Report ofthe committee on Finance, asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of James Smith 
and Samuel H. Reed., 

- Read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Horace L. Up- 
shur. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Walling, 

Was ordered to be engrossed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Crump, 
Crutcher, Dennis, Dooley, DeCordova, Eddy, Fields: Gilliam, 
Hardeman, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, “Mosely, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan. Shan- 
non, Shaw. Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, ° 
Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, White 
and Willie—39. 

Nays-—Messrs. Bogart, Cunningham, Miller of H. Millican, 
Pease, Webb and Wren—%. -> . 


Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Cunningham (or ‘the 
vemainder of the session. 
A message was received from the Senate, ‘informing: the.» 
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House, that the Senate had passed an act regulating attach- 
ments, with amendments. Also, - 
.. An act to incorporate Berkley Academy ‘of Montgomery’ 
“? county, with amendments. , Also, 
An act concerning the forfeiture. of certain neat cattle, ‘with 
amendments. Also, 
A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries 
of Walker county. Also, 
An act to amend an act creating the gonar of Polk; Gi 
proved March 30th, 1846. 
On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 
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3 o'clock, p. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; i 
The roll was called, and 

A. quorum was found present. 

The House then proceeded to business. 


Report of the committee of conferrence on the bill authori- 
zing persons who have received donation ‘certificates under 
the provisions of an act granting land to those who were in 
the battle of San Jacinto, and other battles, passed Dec. 21st, 
1837. 

Read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Male, Institute, was © 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, 

- Read by its caption a second time, and ordered to ne en- 
a 

A bill to be entitled an act changing the name. of R. W. 
Peacock; was . 

_ On motion of Mr. Davis of R., 

. Read by its caption a second time. " : 

Mr. Reagan moyed to refer the bill to the committee on 

State affairs; ` 
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Which was lost: 
The question on*the engrossment of the bill was then ta: 
ken, and 
Carried. f 
Substitute for a bill to'be entitled an act to regulate the 
killing of neat cattle, reported by the select committee; 
Was read and adopted; and 
On motion of Mr. Bryan, 
Was ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to restore lands sold for taxes, and bid in by the Gov- _ 
ernment, to the former owners, approved April 27th, 1846. 
Read a second time, and 
- On motion of Mr. Gilliam, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Cook, 
Substitute offered by Mr. Bogart, 

Read and adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. Bogart. 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to change the Northern boundary line, of Limestone 
county. = 
, Read a second time, and a 
On motion of Mr. Davis of R., 


~ Ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to he entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company, to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county au- 
thorities to use one of the public squares of said city for city 
and county buildings, was 


On motion of Mr. Stuart of Galveston, 
Read by its caption a second time, and’ 
Ordered to be engrossed. 

A. bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of estab- 
lishing the liabilities of drawers and endorsers of -bills ofe ež- - 
change and promissory notes. 

Amendments proposed by the committee. 

Read and adopted, and 

On motion of Mr.’ Armstrong, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Goyernor of the 
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State of Texas to employ counsel in certain cases therein. 
named, 7 ‘ 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Stuart of Galveston, res 

Referred to the judiciary committee. 

A bill to'be entitled an act to provide for the issue of patents 
on certificates, that have been conditionally,recommended. 

Substitute offered by the committee. ~ 

Read and adopted. 

And on motion of Mr. Reagan, 

The bill was made the order of the day for Wednesday 
next, March Ist. nr. 

Mr. Davis of R., moved a call of the House, which was 

Carried, and we i 

A: quòrum was found present. - 

On motion of Mr. Stuart of .Galveston, 

The call of the House was suspended. > 

Substitute offered by. the judiciary committee for the bill to - 
require Clerks and Sheriff’s to keep their offices at, the coun- ~ 
ty seat. 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields offered the following amendment; insert after the 
words county courts, wherever it occurs in the bill, and Chief, 
Justices of counties. ~ y 

w Eddy moved a call of the House which was carried, 
and a 

Quorum found present. `. 

. On motion of Mr. Walling, 

The call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

Mr. McCown was excused from answering to the call of his’ 
name. 5 

- The question on Mr. Fields amendment was taken and lost 
by the following vote: 


‘¥eas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Davis of L., Den- 
nis, DeCordova, Epperson, Fields, Haynie, Lewis, Lyons, Mil- 
ler. of H., Rayner, Reagan, Shannon, Stuart of Galveston, 
Walling, White and Willie—19. ` 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Davis of R., Doo- 
ley, Eddy, Edwards, Gilliam, Hardeman, Keénan; Miller of 
©, Millican, Mosely; McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rob- 


af 


-= 


I 
} 


872 i 


ertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit 
and Webb—26. g . $ ; 
„Question on the engrossment was then taken and carried. 
o Mr. Eddy asked to have the following protest spread on the 
journals: ý 
The undersigned respectfully begs leave to enter, upon the 
Journals of the Hon. House of Representatives his protest 
against the passage of a bill in this House this morning. enti- 
tled an act to, provide for the assessment and collection of 
Taxes. ` à 7 


The undersigned solemnly protests against the passage of 


_said bill: ist. Because in his humble opinion the 17th section 
- of said bill, which provides for and requires that all persons 


who may own land or other property liable to taxation, situa- 
ted in any other county than that in which such person may 
reside, to pay all taxes due upon the same to the Comptroller — 
of Public Accounts, or the county in which-the lands may be 


. situated, is impracticable. . 


-_ The undersigned believes that it is the duty of the Legislature 


to enact such laws as will secure the payment of taxes which 
may be imposed, with aslittle trouble and expense to the citi- 
zen and tax payer as possible. l 
And the undersigued does not believe that the object desir- 
ed by the friends of the bill will ever be attained under its pro- 
visions, and that a less amount of taxes will accrue to the 
state under the provisions of this bill, than has been’ paid un 
der the old law, however objectionable it may be considered; 
and while the state will notbe benefitted by this act, great 
confusion will and must exist, and many citizens who have 
heretofore contributed tothe support of our State Government, 
‘will under the provisions of this bill, be deprived of their lands, 


‘ and the undersigned does not believe that is expedient or 


practicable to require taxes to be paid in any other county than 

that in which the tax payer may reside in this state; and in 

the opinion of the undersigned the 17th section of said bill will 

become a dead letter upon the statute book, and will. not be 

enforced except atthe next session of the Legislature by a gen-: 
eral relief bill, and members will come to this hall at the next 

session of the Legislature instructed to repeal this objectiona-: 
ble and onerous law. 

Experience in the past history of legislation in taxes has 
taught us that it is better that the statute book remain a blank 
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than that.laws should be enacted which cannot. be enforced or 
are doubtful in their operation. 3 9 

Again, the undersigned most solemnly protest Penas thé. 
passage of said bill, in the name of three hundred ang: fifty 
tax payers whose interest he represents in this branch of the 
State Legislature, because the passage of said bill imposes a 
burthensome and onérous tax onthe -honest ‘and industrious 
citizen and cultivator of the soil, by requiring them to per- 
- form a journey of six hundred miles to the office of Comptrol- 
ler of Public Accounts and back, to give in and pay their-tax=, 
es, or to some frontier county, the line of which is yet undefin- 
ed—when they may unfortunatcly have or own a small tract 
of land, and which they may have acquired as an emigrant or ° 
settler in the wilds of Texas at an early period of her exist- 
ence as a government, or for services in the Revolutionary 
struggle for the liberty we now enjoy, or suffer the same to be 
sold for the.taxes to some unprincipled land thief or specula- 
tor. 

The payment of the amount of tax imposed by the Legisla- 
ture for the support of a State Government isin the opinion ‘of 
the undersigned, a sufficient tax upon the people without re-. 
quiring them to travel hundreds of miles to give |in and pay 
their taxes or lose their lands. 

The undersigned would further protest that citizens of Jas- 
per county give in and pay taxes on three hundred and twen- 
ty-nine thousand two hundred and ninety-one acres of land 
_ being situated in other counties than thatin which they now 
reside, and that taxation is authorized when there is no repre- 
sentation, is a principle repugnant to our institutions. 

Z. WMS. BORI: 


I coneur in the opinions expressed in the foregoing sere 
and subscribe to the ductrines which it sets forth. I further 
object to the bill alluded to on account of its being vague and’ 
indefinite in its provisions. 

JAMES WILLIE. 


We concur fully in the foregoing opinions and join our pro- 


iei against the passage of the bill. ` 
J. B. ROBERTSON. 
WM. C. EDWARDS. 
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A bill from the Senate authorizing and requiring: the trans- 
_ fer of the succession of Alexander Jourdan, deceased, from the 
county of Nacogdoches to eagcounty of Rusk. 

Read a first time. 

A bill from the Senate sted an act for the relief of James 
Stewart. . 

Read a first time. 

Joint resolution from the Senate forthe benefit of the Tex- 
as Volunteers called into the service of the country in the 
year 1846. 

Read a ecco time, and 
* On motion of Mr. Stout, 

Passed to a third reading. 

A bill from the Senate to be entitled an act for the relief of 
Keziah Taylor whose maiden name-was Keziah Oryer. 

Read a first time, > 

- A bill from the Senate to be entitled an actto authorize 
John H. Reagan and his associates to open and construct a 
turnpike road fromthe town of Buffalo on the -Trinity river 
across the bottom to the highland on the west side in the di- 
rection ofthe town of Corsicana. 

Read a first time. 

Resolution from the Senate for the relief of J. W. E. Wal- 
lace. 

Read a first time. 

Joint Resolution for the reliet of Moses Evans. 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the marriage of Eli 


® 


and Ann Eliza Gray. ° 

Read a first time. 

Avdill to be entitled an act for the relief of purchasers of 
Austin city lots. 


Read a first time. 

A: bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to receive fees for work where the 
State is. not interested. 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration. 
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1848. 

Read a. first time.. 

Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in Congress to procure the passage ofan 
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act of Congress concerning the establishment of a line of Mil- 


itary Pests and relative to-trade and intercourse with Indians. 
Read a first time. | 


A billto be entitled.an act to regulate the price of land pa- 


- tents. 


Read a second time; and 
- On motion of Mr. Webb, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

‘Abill to be entitled an act to permit married women tp. de- 
vise their separate property. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion‘of Mr. Willie, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill regulating estrays. 
; On motion of Mr. Fields, 

Was laid on the table. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings by cer- 
tioraria and supercedeas in-civil causes. 

Read'a second time; and 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, T 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the University. of 
Eastern Texas. 

Read a second time; and 

Referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to locate the county seat of Cass county. 

Read a second time, and ` ’ 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

Referred to the committee on county boundaries. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Secretary of 
oe to have bound the enrolled bills and lawsin his office, 

c. 
~ Read a third time and passed. 

A Dill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor to have 
certain laws published in the German and Spanish languages, 


ae with the substitute offered by the committee on State 
airs & 


Read. 
~ On motion of Mr. Stuart of Gaveston,” 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o’clock. 
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- House. of Representatives, ` 
Austin, March 1st,1848 . 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, ‘ 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Carothers, 
Crump, Crutcher, Davis.of L., Davis of R., Dennis, DeCordo: 
va, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Kee- 
nan, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, M 
Neill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, 


Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stù- - 


art of Gal., Stewart of Gon., Taylor, Truit, Webb, Winkler, 
White, Willie and Wren, R 


A quorum being present, 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Sterne presented the petition of Mary Nash, 
On motion, 
The petition was referred to the committee on Public Lands 
without reading. 
Mr. Potter presented the petition of the citizens of Galves- 
ton. l 
On motion, 
fairs: i 
Without reading. 


— 


` 


- Mr. Stuart, Chairman ofthe commtttee on Finance, madè 
the following report: l 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a “Joint 
Resolution for the reliefof N. R. Mallon and others” members 
-of John C. Hays’ company in the year’ 1842,” have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the 
accompanying substitute for the Joint Resolution, and to re: 
commend its passage. 


The petition was referred to the committee on State Af-- 


osely, Mc. + 
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Report received, and the ‘Joint Resolutien and substitiite laid 
upon the table to come up, in their regular order, i 


— 
~ 


T 


Mr. Stuart Chairman ofthe committee on Enae also i 


“made the. following report: 

The committee on Finance, to which was referred a bill to 
be entitled “amact making an appropriation for the support 
and service of the Government, for the years 1848 and 1849,” 
` have had the same under considration. and have instructed: 
me to report t the bill back to the House, with the accompany- : 

‘ ‘Ang substitute. 
**; Report received; and the bill and substitute laid upon: thé 
‘table, to come up in their regular order. 


K Mr. Carothers, Chairman of the committee on county boun- 
. daries, made the following. report: 

The committee on county boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red a bill to be entitled “an Act to locate the county seat of 
Cass county,” have had the same under consideration, and a 

majority of said committee have, after amending the 7th sec- 
tion of said act, instructed me to report the bill back to the 


House, and to recommend its passage as amended. x 
Report received and the bill laid a the table to come up 


in its regular order. K 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Palla; 
made the following report : 
The committee on engrossetbills have ‘examined a “J eae 
, Resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith,” and a bill to be 
"entitled “an act to raise a revenue fe by taxation,” and find the 
same correctly engrossed.’ 
Report encepie’: 
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-Mr: Mosely made the following réporf: 

The undersigned, a majority of the eommittee,to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled “an act authorizing and requiring. 
the Comptroller of PublicAcceuntsto settle the accounts of 
MartinGlover,lateSheriff of Bowie county,” have had the sare 


- under consideration,and find the sum of four hundred&fifty nine 


dollars, to be due the said Glover’ for monies advanced ant 


` - services rendered, and money -due ‘the .said Glover. They, 


therefore, have provided a substitute for: said*bill, which ʻau- 
thorizes the Comptroller of Public Acaounts to’ audit the ac- 
count of said Glover, and to.class it,among the acknowledged 
debts due from the late Republic of Texas. 

The committee deem it proper to remark that the substitute . 
herewith submitted requires the paymeut of no money; but 
the mere acknowledgement of a debt,contracted for servicesand 
monies due, and expended for the purpose of inforcing the laws. 
ofthe country. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, for the favorable con- 
sideration of the House. ; ae 

Signed, - SAM. MOSELY. 

H. R. RUNNELS. 
J. B. ROBERTSON. 

Report received, and the bill and substitute laid. upon the 

table, to come up in their regular order. 


Ke 


Mr. Miller, of H., introduced a bill to be entitled, an act sup- , 
lementary to an act to establish the Jucicial Districts of the 
Distriet Courts. 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Miller, of H., also introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to define the time of holding the District Courtsin the 9th Judi- í 
cial District of the State of Texas. fin 

Bill read a first time. i 

Mr. Miller, of H., also introduced abill to be entitled anact 
to provide for removing the Supreme Court to the town of 
Huntsville. i 

“Bill read a first time. : 
Mr. Millican introduced the following resolution: ' 


‘a 


e o: vn 7 E 
- Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
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‘Houses ofthe Legislature stand adjournéd on:Moriday; the 13th 
insty at 12 o'clock - sine. die, - a a 
Resolution read, and, _ - 45 
On motion of M. Pease, _ , i 
. Madethe special order of the day for Monday-next. . » 

On motion of Mr. Stuart. of Galveston, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A-bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Berkley: Acad- 
emy,of Moontgomery county,” together with the amendments 
proposed by the Senate, were taken up. 

| Amendments read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating attachments, together 
with the amendments proposed by the Senate, were taken up: ' 

Amendments read and concurred, in. : 

Mr. Miller, of H., moved that a call of the House be:made, .: 

Motion lost. 

A bill to be entiled “an act regulating the killing of neat 
cattle,” together with the amendments proposéd by the Sen- 
ate, were taker! up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A joint resolution (which originated in the Senate,) provi-. 
ding for the appointment of some suitable person to take charge 

. of the Capitol, &c., together with the amendments -proposed 
by the House of Representatives, and the Senate’s tefusal’ to 
concur in said amendments, were taken up and read. 

« The House refused to recede from its amendments. 

A joint resolution for- the relief of the, Texas Volunteers, 
called into the service of the country, in the year 1846, was ta- 

` ken up, read a third time, and passed. . 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by that body, of a bill to be entitled “An 

: act to authorize the issuance of land patents to the assignees of 

_ Sheriffs, Executors, Administrators and Guardians :” 

A-“joint resolution for the relief of Louis Sanehez :” 

A. “joint resolution auditing and acknowlédging, the claim , 
of Stuart Perry against the late Republic of Texas:” and La. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to.incorporate the Williamson ~ 

"Academy, : 

A bill tobe entitled “An act to provide for revising the stat- 
ute laws of‘the State of Texas,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time and passed. l 
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Atbill to be entitled “An act to amend the 43d section of ‘an 
act punishing crime’ arid misdemeanors; Approved December, - 
the 21st, 1836,” was taken up, and 
Read a third time, 
Mr. Moseley moved that the bill be moved be ane the spe- 
. pial order of the day for the 10th inst. j 


- & 


Motion lost: , 
Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be passed ? f . 


The House decided in the affirmative, 

A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the 17th and 19th sec- 
tions of ‘an act regulating J uries”” was taken up, and 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Stuart, of Galveston, in the chair. 

A “Joint tesolution authdrizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Edward Hall, was ta- 
ken up, 2 

Read a third time and passed. 

» A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act for the relief of ; 
Jonathan Bird, passed January the 8th, 1845, was taken up, 
and 

“Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were alied on the EA passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


ee Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Crump, Davis of 
R., Dennis, Dooley, De Cordova, - - Epperson, Fields, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of H, ‘Moseley, McCown, Neal, 
Reagan, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Pruit, 
' Winkler, White and Wren—28. 

Nays—Messrs, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, 
Eddy, Edwards, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, Sad- 
ee Shaw, Stuart of Gal, os of. se Webb. and Wal- 
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The chair decided that the bill was aano of 
the members present not having yoted for its passage. , 

Mr. Moseley appealed from the decision oË the.chair, age 

The yeas and nays ‘were called, in reference to the decision ` 
of the chair, and stood thus:" ~ 
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Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, 
Dennis, Dooley, De Cordova, Eddy, Edwards, Hardiman, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains. 
Rayner, Robertson, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, of Gal. Stewart, of 
Gon., ‘Truit, Webb, Walling, White and Wren—29. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Crump, Crutcher, 
Davis, of R., Epperson, Fields, Haynie, Lewis, Miller, of EL, 
Mosely, ..cNeill, Neal, Reagan, Saddler, Sterne, Stoddard, 
Taylor and Willie—20. ; 


- 


- The decision of the chair was sustained. 

Mr. Crutcher, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “an 
act regulating enclosures.” 

Bill read a first time. 


Mr. Robertson, by leave, made the following report: . 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the Galveston 
Manufacturing Company,” have had the same under conside- 
ration,and have instructed me to report the bill back to the 
Hou-e, and to recommend its favorable consideration, 


Report received, and the bill laid upon the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. i 


anet 


A joint resolution relative to aline of military posts on our 


frontier ; and to regulate intercourse with the Indian tribes on 
our barder, was taken up. : 


` Mr. Willie moved that the bill be made the 
the day for to-morrow. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the descent and distri- 
butiun of intestates’ estates, was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. i 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to regulate the time of holding Courts in the 4th Judicial Dis- 
trici. > : 
Bill read a first time. 

56 


special order of 
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Mr. Lewis moved that the rule of the House, which requires 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. ~ 

+ The bill was then read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Pease moved the joint-resolution for the relief of J, W; 
E, Wallace, be taken” up. 

Motion carried. 

- The joint resolution was then read a second time, and, 

Cn motion of Mr. Pease, 

Referred to a select committee. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Pease, Dennis, Crutcher, Har- 
deman and Perry, to constitute said committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the issuance of pa 
tents, which have been conditionally recommended, was taken 
up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

The bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, 

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


eed 


3 o'clock, p.m. 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Roll was called, and a quorum found present. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor to.cause 
ceriain laws to be published, in the German and Spanish lan- 
guages, was taken up. . 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

The bill was laid upon the table, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate 
the Colorado Navigation Company, was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

r made the following report: 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill tg 
' be entitled an act to organize Justices Courts, and to define the 
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` power and jurisdiction of the same: and find the same cor- 
rectly engrossed. 
Report accepted. 


—« 


A bill to be entitled an actto amend the 17th section of an 
act to establish and incorporate Marshall University, approved 
January the 18th, 1842, was taken up, and . 
` Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Medical and 
Surgical Society of the State of Texas, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

The bill was referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Stuart Perry, was taken up, 
and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, . 

The resolution was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Raynor. 

Mr, Perry was added to the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. l i 

A. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Navi- 
gation Company, was taken up,and ` i 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Dooley, by leave, made the following repòrt: . 

The special committee, to whom was reierred a bill, to be 
entitled “ An Act, to secure the colonists of Fisher & Miller’s 
colony, the lands to which they may be entitled,” and a substi- 
tute for said bill, together with the report of the committee on 
State Affairs thereon, have had the same under consideration, 
and, being convinced of the necessity and policy of prompt Le- 
gislation on the subject matter, have instructed me to report the 
accompanying bill, as a substitute for both the bills referred to 

‘the committee, and to respectfully recommend its passage. 

Substitute read and adopted. 

And, on motion, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, , : 

Leave of absence was granted to the Hon. Wm. E. Crump, 
for the remainder of the session. l 
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A bill, (from the Senate,) to be entitled “An Act, to provide 
for the election of Electors, of President ahd Vice President of 
the United States,” was taken up and read a first time. 

A bill, (from the Senate,) to be entitled “An Act, to define 
the time of holding the Courts in the Tenth Judicial District,” 
was taken up, and read a first time. 

A bill, (rom the Senate,).to be entitled “An Act, to incorpo- 
rate the Town of Palestine, in Anderson county,” was taken 
up, and read a first time. 

A bill, to be entitled “An Act, for the relief of Michael Short,” 
was taken up, and read a second time. > 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A “Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, to 
use their influence to have a law passed extending the juris- 
diction of this State, over one-half of the Sabine river, Pass and 
‘Lake, &c.,” was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, 

The bill was refered to the committee on State Affairs. 

The “ Joint resolution relative to the establishment ofa line 
of Military Posts, from Fort Washita, on Redriver, to the Pago 
del Norte, on the Rio Grande,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

The joint resolutions were made the special order of the day 
for March the 2d, instant. 

The “joint resolution for the payment of Thomas J. Jennings, 
as a Special Judge of the Supreme Court,” being the sub-titute 
offered by the committee on the Judiciary, for the original 
was taken up, read and adopted. 

Mr. Davis, of Robertson, moved that the resolution be pass- 
ed toa third reading. : 


The yeas and nays were called on thẹ adoption of the mo- 
tion of Mr. Davis, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Crutch- 
er, Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Harde- 
man, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, Mc- 
Neill, Pease, Potter, Reagan, Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, 
Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Walling, and White—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Carothers, Dennis, Epperson, 
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Gilliam, Haynie, Miller of C., Perry, Raynor, Robertson, Stout, 
Stuart of Galveston, Webb, Winkler Willie and Wren—16. 
Motion carried. 


A bill to be entitled “ An Act,for the protection.of certain land 
titles?’ together with the report of the committee on Public 
Lands thereon, were taken up. 

Report read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to better define the boundaries 
of Guadalupe county,” was taken up, and read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Robertson, 

The bill was referred to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the boundaries of tke 
county of Refugio.” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and referred 
to the committee on County Boundaries, . 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the more certain 
vollection of the taxes for the years 1846 and 1847,” together 
witha substitute therefor, were taken up. 

Substitute read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee on County Boundaries, i in rela- 
tion to the petition of the citizens of Cherokee county, was ta- 
ken up, read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act fo prevent the -cutting and car- 
rying away timber from land on which the owner does not re- 
side,” together with the substitute therefor, offered by thecom- - 
mittee on the Judiciary, were taken up. 

Substitute read and adopted. 

Mr. Reagan offered the following as an 1 amendment to the 
bill: 

In the second section of the bill, strike out the word “ shall,” 


and insert instead thereof, “And may, at the discretion of the 
court.” 


Amendment rejected. 
Mr. Stewart, of Gonzales, offered the following ng as an amend- 
ment to the bill: 


That the penalties of this act shall not extend to persons 
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having color of title. to the lands trespassed upon, or to persons 
claiming by virtue of location and survey.” 

Amendment rejected. i 

Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

«& Previded, That the provisions of this act shall never ex. 
tend to any citizens of any county, where the survey tres-- 
passed upon has not been recorded in said county, according ~ 
to law.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Webb moved that the bill’be engrossed. 

The yeas and nays were called on the engrossment of the bill, 
and stood as follows: : 


Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong. Burroughs, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L, Davis of R., Dennis, 
- Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam; Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lewis. Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H.. Millican, McCown, 
McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Raynor. Robertson,Sterne. Stout 
Stewart of Gonzales, Webb, Walling, Winkler and White—36. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart. Bourland, Mosely. Rains, Reagan 
Runnels. Shaw, Taylor, Truit, Willieand Wren—11. 


-Motion carried, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Taylor” moved a reconsideration of the vote which 
passed a bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the assess- 
ment and collection of Taxes.” i 

Mr. Bourland moved that a call of tbe House be made. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, ` ` i 

The House adjourned until to morrow morning, 9 o'clock, 


od 


` 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, March 2d, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, 

And the following members answered to their names: 
Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur. 
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roughs, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis, of L, Davis of R., Dooley 
DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Keenan, Lot, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, Pease, Perry, Pot’er, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robert- 
son, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout. S-uart of Galves- 
ion, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, 
Winkler, White, Willie. and Wren. , 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and andopted. 


Mr. Gilliam asked lvave of absence after Monday next, for 
the remainder of the session. i ; 
The House refused to grant him, leave of absence. 


— 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committre on State Affairs, re- 
ported : l i 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a 
resolution instructing said committee to enquire into the expe- 
diency of devising some plan by which a portion of the semis 
nary lands surveyed in Grayson coun’y may be brought into 
market, &c , have had the same under consideration, and [am 
instructed to report: it back to the House without actio , and 
ask to be discharged fr. m the further considerat.on of the reso- 
lution. meas 

Read and received, to come up in order. 
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A message was received frem the Senate, informing the 
House that ihe Senate had passed a bi:l, to be entitled an act, 
to authorize persons who had located lands through mistake, 
to toat their cla.ms or certificates, and re-locate the same else- 
where: Also, a billto be entitled an act, to armend the several 
acts incorporating ` the city of Houston: Also, that they had 
concurred in the amendm. nts of the Hou.e, to a bill to author- 
ize the Secr -tary of State to cause all the unbound enrolled a: ts 
and joi.t resoliti ns of the late Republic of Te-as, nd of the 
first Legislature ofthe Sta.e of Texas, to be substantial y bound 
for preservauion in dis oflice. Also, request that the bill rezu- 
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lating attachments, which had been previously reported to the - 


House, be return: d to their body. 

Mr. Willie moved that the Chief Clerk be instructed to in- 
form the Senate that the bill regulating attachments. is beyond 
the control of the House. l 

Carried. 


Mr. Allen, chairman of thè committee on State Afairs, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Mate Affairs, to whom was ref rreda 
resolution instructing the committee to enquire into the pro- 
priety of employing counsel to represent the State of Texas in 
the Federal Courts, in suits to which the State is a party, that 
have or may be brought in said Courts. and that said com- 
mittee be requested to report as early as practicable, have in- 
structed me to report, that he Judiciary committee have hada 
similar resolution under consid: ration, and will report a suita- 
ble bill, and therefore ask to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration. * 

Which report was read and received, to come up in order. 


Mr. Eddy, one of tie Committee on State Affairs, also 
reported : 

‘The Committee on State.Affairs, to whom was referred a 
Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to use their efforts to have a law 
passed to extend the jurisdiction of Texas over one-half of the 
waters of Sabine Pass, Lake aud River, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to repo:t the same 
as amended, and recommend its passage. 


Read and received, to come up in order. 


a 
—— 
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Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, reported: 
The committee on Counties and County Boundaries to whom 


a 
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was referred a bill to be entitled An Act better to define the 
boundaries of Guadalupe coun y have had the same’under con- 
sideration, and a majority of said committe» have instructed 
me to report the same back to the House, and recommend its 
passage, 


Read and received, to come up in order. - 


——— 


~ 7 
Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education 
repor ed ; i . 

The committee on Education, to was whom referred a bill to 
be entitled An Act to establish the University of Eastern Texas, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report 
it back to the House, and re, ommend its passage, 


Read and received, to come up in order. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported : 

That they have examined a bill to be entitled An Act to 
incorporate the Huntsville Male Institute, and find the same 
correctly engrossed. 


Read and accepted. 


— 


Mr. Crutcher, one of the Select Committee, reported : 


Your Special Committee, to whom was referred a Joint Res- 
olution for the relief of J. W. E. Wallace, have had -he same 
under consideration, and have instruc ed me to report that they 
have examined the claim and vouchers of Mr. Wallace, and 
‘believing the claim to be such an one as calls‘for Legislative 
action, they report the bill back to the House, and recommend 
its passage. 


Read and received, to come up in order. 
b] 
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Mr. Fields, chairman of a Select Committee, reported : 


The Select Committe >, to which was referred a bill to be en- 
titled An Act to apportion the Senators and Representatives of 
the Legislature athong the several counties of the State, have 
had the same under consideration, and have agreed to make 
the following report: 


The Committee have agreed ona basis of two thousand free 
whites, fractions of three-fourths to be entitled to a Representa- 
tive; and in making the apportionment under this basis, they 
do not conflict with that part of the constitution which provi les 
that “every new county shall vote with the county from which 
it was taken, until entitled by numbers to separate repres2n- 
tation. 

In one or two instances, the committee have agreed to allow 
districts or counties a Representative when the numbers are 
a small fraction less than fixed as a general rule, but only in 
cases where there was no adjoining county or territory that 
could be attached without conflicting with that portion of the 
constitution, above referred to. 

The committee, also agree to leave with the honorable Senate 
the apportionment of her own members, and submit a substi- 
tute for the original bill, and recommend its passage. 


(Signed,) . SAM. BOGART, rf 

WM. H. BOURLAND, 
WM. FIELDS, 
JAS. E. TAYLOR, 
JAMES WILLIE, 
A. STERNE. 

Report received, and, together with the bill, laid upon the 

table, to come up in their regular order. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The rule was suspended, and the bill made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow at 11 o’clock, A, M. 

Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be ordered to be printed. 

Motion lost. 


= 


Mr. Crutcher introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That no new business shall be introduced in this 
House after Saturday morning the 4th inst. 

Resolution read and rejected. 
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Mr, Winkler introduced a bill to be gntitled “An Act to au- 
thorise R. H. Porter to construct a turnpike road and establish 
aferry on the Trinity River at Porter’s Bluff.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the benefit of settlers in 
Mercer’s and Peter’s Colony,” was taken from the table, and 
made the special order of the day for the 4th inst. 

Mr. Stewart from Gonzales, introduced a bill to be conned 
“An Act for the relief of Seth Marvin.” 

Bill read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “An ‘Act to or eas Justices’ Courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction’ of the same,” was 
taken up ; 

Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Sterne moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 9 o’clock. 

Motion lost. 


Mr. Rayner in the Chair. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to raise a revenue by taxation,” 
was taken up; 

‘Read a third time and passed. 

A “Joint Resolution for the relief of Heny M. Smith,” was 
taken up ; 

Read a third time and passed. 


A “Joint Resolntion relative to the establishment ofa liue 
of Military Posts, from Red River to the ,Paso del Norte,” be- 
ing the special order of the day; 

Was taken up and read. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the other two Resolutions relative 
to the same subject, b,e also taken up. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Dooley moved that these three resolutions, be made the 
special order of the day for Tuesday next. 

_ Motion lost, 

' Mr. Reagan moved that the resolutions be referred to a se- i 
lect committee, with instructions to report, relative thereto, on 
to-morrow ° 
- Motion carried. a 

The Chair appointed, - 


d 


892 


Messrs. Reagan, Bourland, Robertson, Dooley and Stout, to 
constitute said committee. 


+ — 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 

_ ‘The committee on engrossed bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an “an act to regulate the descent and distribution of 
intestate’s estates,” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. 


— 


A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “an act to locate the 
- county seat of Cass county” i 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

The bill was read asecond time by its caption. : 

The amendments to the bill (offered by the committee on 
county boundaries,) were then read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 


— 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman ofthe committeé on enrolled bills, 
made the following report: : 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined, and found 
correctly enrolled, the following bills, to-wit: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to allow the County Court, of. 
Fort Bend county to levy an additional tax.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize a special tax to be . 
collected in the county of Guadalupe,” and having been sign- 
ed by the Speaker of the House of Reprerentatives, and the 
President of the Senate, were this day presented to his Excel- 
lency, the Governor, for his approval. 

Report read and accepted. 
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Mr. Stout moved thatthe House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 9 o’clock. 


Motion lost, 

The substitute offered by the committee on the Judiciary, 
for a bill to be entitled “an act relative to special Judges of 
the Supreme Court:” ; 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

Mr. McNeill moved that the House adjourn until 3 o ‘clock, 

. m. 
j Motion lost. 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of: the 
Hause be finally passed? 

Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Runnels moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 

The roll was then called, and a quorum found present. 


i Mr. Burroughs moved that the call of the House be suspen- 
ed. . 


Mation carried. 

Mr. Bourland’s motion to lay the bill upon the table, being 
in order the House proceeded to act upon thesame. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the mo- 
tion and stood as follows; 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Davis of R., Den- 
nis, Dooly, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Lew- 
is, Lott, Millican, Mosely, Pease, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stuart of ee Taylor and Wal- 
ling —25. 

Nays—Messrs. Anning, Povare Burroughs, Carothers, 
Grutcker, DeCordova, Gilliam, Haynie, Lyons, Miller of C, 
Miller of H., Perry, Potter, Robertson, Saddler, Stout, Stew- 
art of Gonzales, Truitt, Webb, Winkler, White and Wil- 
lie—23. g 

Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Kunnels, 
The House adjourned until 9 o’clock, ‘to-morrow morning. 
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; ` House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Austin, March 3d, 1848, 
r 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; 
The roll was called, and 
The following members answered to their names. 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Burroughs, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., 
Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, Pease, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of Gon., Tay- 
lor, Truit, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie. 


A quorum being present, 
The Journals of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
The House then proceeded to business. 


Mr. Allen presented a proposition from T. Jefferson Cham- 
bers, to make a collection and digest of the Laws of the State 
of Coahuila and Texas and of Spain. 

Which proposition was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Referred to a Select Committee. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Allen, Dooley, Mosely, Lewis 
and Pease, to constitute said committee. 


te —e 


Mr. Keenan, Chairman of the Committee on Education, made 
the following report: 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Goliad Statistical Soci- 
ety,” have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House, without action thereon, 
and to ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. i 

Report read and received, i 

a the bill laid on the table, to come up in its regular 
order. 
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Mr. Carothers, chairman of the Committee on County Bound- 
aries, made the following report: ` 


The Committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refér- 
red a bill to be entitled “An Act to define the boundaries of 
Refugio county,” have instructed me to report the same back 
to the House, without action thereon. í 

Report read and received, 

And the bill laid upon the table, to come up in its regular 
order. ‘ 


— 


& 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill t° 
be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Cherokee Academy, in 
the town of Rusk, and in the county of Cherokee: Also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act creating the county of Cooke, 
in honor of Wm. G. Cooke :” Also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act authorizing the Galveston city 
Company to change the plan of a certain Block of Lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the county and city authori- 
ties to use one of the public squares of said city for city and 
county buildings:” Also, : 

„À bill to be entitled “An Act to give each corporate county | 
in this State, its own County Surveyor, Map and Records :’ 
Also, 

A bill,to be entitled “An Act regulating estrays :” Also, 

A. bill to be entitled “An Act to secure to the colonists of 
Fisher and Miller’s colony the lands to which they may be 
entitled ’" Also, i 

A bill to entitled “An Act prescribing the mode of establish- 
ing the liabilities of drawers and endorsers of bills of exchange 
and promissory notes :” Also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Horace L. 
Upshur :” Also, . 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to change the Northern bound- 
ary line of Limestone county :” Also, 
- A bill to'be entitled “An Act supplementary to an Act. ta re- 
store lands sold for taxes, and bid in by the Government, to the 


former owners: approved, April 27th, 1846 :” Also, 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act to require Sheriffs, Clerks of 
the District Courts and Clerks of the County Courts to keep 
their offices atthe County Seat of their respective counties :” 
Also, 

A bill to be-entitled “An Act to change the name of Ralph 
Wim. Peacoek, to John Brown? Also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate the killing of neat 
cattle ;? and find the same correctly engrossed. . ` 

Report read and accepted. 


oma 
« 


Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act changing 
the name of the county seat of Collin county :” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Bogart moved that the rule of the House requiring bills 
to be read on three several days be suspended:  ' 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a second time, and 

On motion, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Allen introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to amend 
an Act to incorporate the city of New Braunfels ; passed, May 


Lith, A. D. 1846 :” 
Bill read a first time. 


Toma 


Mr, Dooley made the following report: 

The Special Committee, to whom was referred sundry Joint 
Resolutions in reference to our Indian relations, have had the 
same under consideration? and have instructed me to report the 
accompanying Joint Resolution, as a substiiute for those refer- 
red to them, and to respectfully recommend its passage. 

Report read and received, 

And the Joint Resolutions and substitute laid upon the table, 
to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Reagan moved that the report and Joint Resolutions be 
made the special order of the day, for Monday next: 
Motion carried. 
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Mr. DeCordova introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to au- 
thorize, the Commissioner of the General Land Office of the 
State of Texas, to issue patents to the different counties of this 
State for school purposes :” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. DeCordova then moved that the rule of the House, which 
requires bills to be.read on three several days, be suspended. 
Motion lost. , E 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to incorpo- 
rate the San Saba Company. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

The bill was read by its preamble, 

On motion of Mr Stout, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate the descent and distri- 
bution of intestates’ estates :” 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, i 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to locate the county Seat of 
Cass county :” 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. - i l 

The substitute for a bill to be entitled “An Act to apportion 
the representation among the several counties of this State :” 

Was taken up, 

Substitute read and adopted. i 

Mr. Reagan moved that the bill be engrossed. 


i 


Mr. Keenan proposed to amend the billas follows: 

After “Montgomery, Grimes and Walker,” strike ont “two 
members jointly,” and insert, “one member each :” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Stout moved to amend as follows : 

After the words “Red River and Bowie,” strike out “two 
members jointly,” and insert, “one member each :” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Keenan moved that the billand amendments be laid upon 
the table until Thursday next: 

Motion’ lost. 
oo Runnels offered the following as an amendment to the 
ils 


ör. 
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Strike out “Bowie,” after “Red River,” and insert, after ‘Bow ie,’ 
“one Representative :” oa 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Carothers moved that the bill and amendments be made 
the special order of the day, for Thursday next: : 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Bogart moved a reconsideration of the vote rejecting 
Mr. Keenan’s amendment: 

Motion carried, 

Question—Shall the amendment now under consideration 
of the House be adopted? ` i 

The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Lyons moved that the sense of the House-be now taken, 
on the previous question : 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Winkler moved to amend the bill as follows: 

Strike out the portion of the bill in relation to the counties of 
Robertson, Limestone, Leon, Brazos and Navarro, and insert 
“the counties of Leon, Robertson and Brazos jointly, one mem- 
ber, and the counties of Limestone and Navarro jointly, one 
member :” 

Amendment adopted. l 

Mr Stewart of Gonzales, offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the bill: ~ i 

After the countiés of Gonzales and Guadalupe, and the parts 
of Lavacca and De Witt counties, taken from Gonzales county, 
strike out “one member jointly,” and insert “two members 
jointly :” - 

Amendment rejected, 

Mr. McCown moved to amend the bill as follows : 

Strike out “Grimes, Montgomery and Walker :” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following as an amendment to 
the bill: 

Strike out “the counties of Sabine Jasper, Newton and Jeffer- 
son shall have two Representatives,’ and insert, “that the 
county of Sabine shall have one Representatives; the counties 
of Jasper and Newton one Representative, and the county of 
Jefferson one Representative, as heretofore.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill : i 

Insert the words “one member” after “Austin county.” 
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Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved to amend the Dill by striking 
opt “Houston and Anderson jointly, one member,” and insert- 
ing “Houston and Anderson each, one member.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Stout moved to amend the bill by inserting after the 
words “Red River and Bowie two members jointly,” Red Riv- 
er, Bowie and Titus, one floater.” 

Amendment rejected, 

Mr. Eddy offered a substitute for the bill and amendments. 

Mr. Walling moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Runnels moved that a call of the House be made.- 

Motion carried. 

The roll was then called, and a quorum found present. 

. On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Dennis moved that the bill, substitute and amendments 
be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved that a committee be raised to 
take the votes of members who were absent on account of 
sickness. 

Motion carried. 

‘Mr. McNeill moved a reconsideration of the vote raising a 


committee to wait upon absent members and reccive their 
votes, 


Motion carried. 

Question—Shall thé bill, now under consideration of the” 
House, be indefinitely postponed: 

The yeas and nays were called on the ‘indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutch- 
et, Dennis, Dooley, Hardeman, Keenan, Miller of C., Milli- 
can, McCown, Rayner, Railey, Stewartof Gonzales, Truit and 
White—L7. 

Nays—Messts. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, Davis 
of L.. Davis of R, DeCordova, Edwards, Epperson, Fiel Ids, 
Gilliam, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, 
McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rains, Reagan. Roberison, Runnéls, 
Saddler, Shaw. Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, 
“Taylor, Webb, ee Winkler, Wheeler, Willieand Wren 
—37. 

Motion lost. 
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Mr. Keenan offered an amendment to the bill under con- 
sideration of the House. ' 

The chair decided that the amendment (being printed,) was 
out of order; there being arule ofthe House which requires all 
amendments to bein writing. ; ' 

Mr. Reagan appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The vote of the House was taken and the decision of the 
chair sustained. i 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved that the House adjourn until 
3 o clock, p. m. 

Motion Fost, 

Mr. Keenan asked fora few days-timeto write, out his 
amendment. . 

The House réfused to grant the request. 

Mr. Carothers moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs, | 
x Motion lost. os 
~ Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed. l 

The yeas and nays were called on the engrossment ofthe 
bill and stood as follows: 


à 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Davis of L., De- 
Cordova, Edwards. Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Lewis, Lott, 
Lyons, Mosely, Perry, Potter, Reagan, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Stuart of Gal, Taylor, Walling, Wheeler, Willie and Wren 
—25. 7 
Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, Davis of R, Dennis, Dooley, Eddy, Hard- 
eman, Haynie, Keenan, Miller of ©., Miller of H., Millican, 
MeCown, McNeill, Pease, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Railey, 
Runnels, Saddler, Stoddard, Stewart of Gon, Truit, Webb, 
Winkler and White—21. 


Motion lost. 


A message was received from his Ezeellency, the Governor. 

Mr. Carothers moved that the message be taken up and 
read. > 

Motion carried. 

The Chief Clerk of the House then proceeded to read as fol- 
lows: , 
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; Executive Office, ? 
Ei Austin, March2d,: 4848. § 
Gentlemen of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : : 


In the general Messiga whieh I had the honor to lay before 
the Legislature at the commencement of the session, I did not 
. advert specifically to the north-western portion of our State, in- 
cluding Santa Fe, for the reason that my recent induction in-_ 
to office otforded me no time to investigate the subject, or to 
inform myself fully as to the condition of that territory. 

Since that time, however, events have transpired which can- 
not fail to awaken an interest and direct attention, to that 
quarter of our frontier. 

Credible information has reached the Pxecntie e, that a 
State Government, exercising civil jurisdiction, has recently 
been established in Santa Fé, within the legitimate and ac- 
knowledged boundaries of Texas, and that measures have been 
taken to call a convention of the people of that district for the- 
avowed purpose of framing a State Constitution, preparatory 
to its annexation to the United States. 

The Executive has given to this subject that consideration 
which ifs importance demands; andin submitting it to the Le- 
gislature with the facts in his:possession relative to thie pres- 
ent condition of Santa Fe, and the late proceedings of the ac- 
ting authorities there, he feels assurred of the concurrence and 
co-operation of your honorable body in maintaining the right 
of Texas to every foot of her territory. 

It, appears thatthe establishment of a separate and indepen- 
dent State Government in Santa Fé has the sanction of the 
authorities of the United States Government, acting in that 
quarter, and under whose protectien all new Mexico is at this 
time placed, though the General Government has disclaimed 
all right to that territory, and has repeatedly recognized the 
right of Texas to that portion of it lying east of the Rio Grande. 

‘Upon the commencement ofhostilities between the United 
States and Mexico, Gen. Kearney was despatehed with a re- 
quisite force, to Santa Fé, with instructions from the General 
Government to take er ee of the country, and establish a 
military Government, for the preservation of order and the 
protection of the rights of the people on that portion of the 
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Texas frontier. A question arose as to the right of the Gene- 
ral Government to exercise a jurisdiction*over that portion of 
our State. My predecessor,Governor Henderson, being un- 
apprised as to the purposesand ultimate designs of the Gener- 
al Government, and doubting the justice of the jurisdiction 
which she was exercising, addressed aletter tothe Secretary ' 
of State at Washington, under date of 4th of January, 1847, 
inquiring of the President “whether the proceedings of Gene- 
ral Kearney were authorized or sanctioned by the General 
Government?” He also desired to be informed “if the General 
Government claimed any portion of the territory lying East of 
the Rio Grande and embraced within the limits of Texas, as 
declared by an Act of Congress, passed in December, 1836, to 
the exclusion of the claim ofthe State of Texas to the soil and 
jurisdiction over the same?” In reply to these inquiries, Mr. 
Buchanan, Secretary of State, in a letter dated at Washing- 
ton 12th February, 1847, asserted “that the occupation of New 
Mexico by the troops of the United States was temperary, and 
that the government over it was military in its character, 
merely such a government as must exist under the laws ofna- 
tions and of war, to preserve order and to protect the rights of 
the inhabitants, and that it would cease on the conclusion of 
treaty of peace with Mexico.” “Nothing therefore,” Mr. Bu- 
chanan concludes, “can be more certain than that this tempo- 
rary government resulting from Hecessity, can never injurious- 
iy affect the rights which the President believes to be justly 
asserted by Texas, to the whole territory on this side of the 
Rio Grande, whenever the Mexican claim to it shall have 
been extinguished by treaty.” | 

These assurances, on the part of the President of the United 
States, were satisfactory as regarded the recognition, by the 
General Government, of the right of Texas to all the territory 
embraced within the boundaries preseribed by law, But the 
late movements in Santa Fé, the establishment of a civil gov- 
ernment independent of Texas, and the contemplated conven- 
tion of the people ofthat territory for the purpose of annexing 
it to the United States, encouraged and supported by the offi- 
cers of the United* States, as it appears, I conceive to be at va- 
riance with the professions of the President, and dangerous to 
the rights and interests of the State. 

The right of Texas to every toot of soil within her limits as 
prescribed by our laws, is no question with us. We have uni- 


903°. 


formly asserted and have always been able-to maintain it.— 
The independence ofTexas, with her territorial limits¥as defin- 
ed by law in 1836, was acknowledged by the United States and ` 
the principal powers of Europe. The compact of annexation 
did not invalidate our title to any portion of our territory, nor 
has any thing transpired since ourincorporation into the Uni- 
ted States, or during the pendency of the war with Mexico to 
impair that title. 
It cannot be presumed thatthe occupation of Santa Fé by 
‘ troops drawn from other States could prejudice, in the least, 
our right to the territory; for had the Texas troops been order- 
ed there instead of being sent to another quarter, they would 
havé been amply sufficient to occupy the whole of that coun- 
try, and to hold it in peaceable possession ; in which event the 
establishment of a separate government in Santa Fé would 
have never occurred, and the projected dismemberment of our 
Btate (to which Texas will never submit) would not have been 
heard of. As a silent acquiesence ifthe late movements in 
Santa Fé might be construed into a submission to uxauthor- 
ized encroachments, I respectfully recommend to the honora- 
ble Legislature the proprie y of taking some legislative action 
upon the subject, in order that our delegation in Congress may 
fecl.authorized and instructed to remonstrate and protest if 
necessary, against the infringements of our rights, or the usur- 
pation of our territory. Our Senators may be instructed to 
inquire into the policy and orders ofthe President, concerning 
the establishment of a government in Santa Fé, and they 
may be further instructed to oppose the ratification of any trea- 
ty in which it is not expressly stipulated that the boundaries of 
the State, as previously defined by the laws-of the Republic of 
Texas, be recognized. I would, also, suggest to your honora- 
ble body the necessity of taking suitable Jegislative action for 
the immediate enforcement of our civil and political jurisdic- 
tion over that portion of Texas including Santa Fé. To effect 
this object, the Executive will cheerfully co-operate with you 
by carrying outsuch measures as you may see proper to` 


adopt. 
` _ GEO. T. WOOD. 
Mr. Bourland moved thatthe message be referred to the 
committee on federal relations. 
Motion carried. 
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. On motion of Mr. Carothers, e 
Messrs- Bourland, Haynie and Miller ofColorado, were ad- 
ded. to the eommittee on federal relations. 


——— 


woe 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committée on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled bills have examined a bill fo be 
entitled “an act to amend an act creating the county of Polk,” 
also, i 

A. bill to be entitled “An act to create the county of Cald- 
well :” also 

A bill to be entitled “am act providing for the sale of the pro- 
perty belonging to the State of Texas, and formerly used by 
the late government for custom purposes :” also 

“A bill to be entitled “an act better to define the boundaries® . 
of Walker county :” and find the same correctly enrolled; and 
having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and the President of the Senate, were this day present: ` 
ed to His Excellency the Governor, for his approval. 

Report read and accepted. 


™ med 


> # 
On motion of Mr. Potter, 

Mr.. Webb was excused from attendance on the House, in 
consequence of the indisposition of that gentleman. - 

A. bill to be entiled “an act to establish the University of 
Eastern Texas,” was taken up, and . 

Read a third time. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Caro hers, Crutcher, Davis of R., Dennis, Dooley, DeCordo- 
`va, Edwards, Epperson, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, 
Lott, Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter, 
“Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Shaw. Stoddard, Stuart 
of Gal, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler and Wheeler—3d. 
Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Dennis, Fields, Miller of C, Mili- 
can, Pease, Rains, Stout, and White—9. 
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So the bill was finally passed. 

Mr. Sterne was excused from voting on the denn a 

A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Male Institute,” was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of R., Dooley, DeCordova, 
Edwards, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis. Lott, 
Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter. Rayner, 
Reagan, Robertson, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Stuart of Gal, 
Taylor, Trait, Walling, Winkler and ‘Wheeler—35. 

Nays-—Messrs. Bryan, Dennis, Fields, Miller of C., Millican, 
Pease. Rains, Truit and White—9 : 

So the bill was finally passed, .. 
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A joint resolation (from the Senate) fox the relief of J. W. 
E. Wallace, was taken up. 

Mr. Lyons moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
p m. . 
Motion carried. 


3 o’clock, p: m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Roll was called, 

And a quorum found present. 

The House then proceeded to business. 

The joint resolution under consideration when the Hons 
adjourned, was taken up, and 

Read a second time, 

On m: stion, the joint resolution - was passed to a third read- 
ing. 

A bill to be entitled “an Act making an appropriation ae the 
support of the government for the years 1848" and 1849,” was 
taken up. 


te 
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Mr. Willie moved that the bill be read by items. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Haynie moyed to strike out “600 dollars,” and insert 
“750 dollars,” asa salary for the Assistant Clerk of the State 
Department. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out *750 dollars” as a salary for 
the Private Secretary of the Governor, and insert “600 dollars.” 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Winkler moved to strike out “8” before “hundred dol- 
Jars,” and insert “6,” as a salary for Draftsman of the General 
Lan Office. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to strike out “900,” and insert “1200,” 
before dollars,” as salary of the Chief. Clerk of the General 
Land Office. 

Motion lost. 

Mr..Fields moved to strikeZout “900,” and insert “1200,” be~ 
fore “dollars,” as a salary for the Chief Clerk of the, Genoral ` 
Land- Office. 

The yeas and nays were called on Mr. Fields’ motion, and 
stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Bas f 
an, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of R., Dooley, DeCordova, Eddy, 
Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of C, Me 
Neill, Perry, Robertson, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart of 
Gal., Taylor, Truit, Walling and Willie—28. 

Nays-—Messts: “Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, Davis of L., 
Eppėrson, Miller of H. Millican; Mosely, McCown, Pease, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Shaw, Stew- 
art o£.Gon., and Winkler—20. 

Motion. carried. 


Mr. Stuart of Gal, moved to strike out “600” before “dol- 
lars,” in compensiciap! th the Clerks of the Comptroller's office, 
and. insert ‘ 800,” for Book-keeper, and “ ue dollars” for the 
Assistant. Clerks, i 7 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Haynie moved to strike out “6007 before a and 
insert “709, as pay for all Assistant Clerks.” 


of 
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Mr. Robertson moved to amend the amendment, by adding 
“the Private Secretary of the Governor.” ot 
Amendment adopted. i 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Travis, as amended by the gentleman, from Washington; 
be adopted ? ; 

The yeas and nays wereealled on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, as amended, and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Crutcher, Dennis, 
Davis of R, Dooley, DeCordova, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, McNeill, Perry.. Potter, Robertson, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stuart of Gal. Taylor and Willie—23. 

‘Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Davis of L., Edwards, Epperson, Miller of C.,. Miller 
of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, Pease, Rains, Rayner. Rea- 
gan, Railey, Runnels, Stout, Stewart of Gon., Trait, Walling, 
Winkler and White—25. 

Amendment rejected. 


Mr. DeCordova moved to strike out “one,” and insert “two,” 
before “Spanish Clerk in the General Land Office.” 

Mr. Reagan moved toamend the amendment as follows: 

“Provided, That no copies of Spanish documents, shall be 
“made and delivered, except for judicial purposes and by tke 
arder of the Supreme or District Courts of the >tate of Texas, 
or of the United States Courts: provided also, that the owners, 
of such documents, by depositing the originals, may obtain 
one copy of the same, and no more.” 

Amendments rejected. 

‘Question—Shail the amendment proposed (to the bill now 
under consideration of the Elouse,) by «the gentleman from 
Harris, be adopted ? 

- The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out “800” before “dolläts. asa 
compensation for the Spanish Clegs i in the General Land Of- 
fice, ‘and yinsert “1000.” fe 

Amendment rejected. 

My, _Réagan moved to amend the bill as s follows 

“Par spay of the Special Judge of the Suprenie Court, for the 
‘Meee’ and 1848, two hundred and fifty dollars.” 


r 
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Mr. Bourland moved to amend the amendment, by adding 
the letter “s,” after the word Judge.” 
Amendment adopted. 
Question—Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Reagan, 
as amended by Mr. Bourland, be adopted ? l 
The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the amend- 


ment as amended, and stood as follows; 


Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Davis of R., Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, McCo-vn, 
McNeill, Reagan, Shaw, Sterne, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, 
Truit, Walling and White—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dennis, Dooley, De 
Cordova, Gilliam, Hardeman, Miller of C., Millican, Pease, 
Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Stout, Stuart of Gal, 
Winkler, Wheeler and Willie—26. i 


- Amendment rejected. x. 


Mr. Epperson moves to amend by striking out “1000,” be- 
fore “dollars,” after the words “Attorney General,” and insert- 
ing “1500.2 

Mr. Miller of H. moved to insert “1200,” instead of “1500.” 

On motion, the question was divided. 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed to the bill now 
under consideration of the House, by the gentleman from Hous- 
ton, be adopted? ° 

The House decided in the negative. + 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed to the bill now 
under consideration of the House, by Mr. Epperson, be adopt- 
ed? . 

The House decided in the negative.. 

Mr. Carothers moved to amend the bill by striking out “400” 
‘before “dollars,” and inserting “150,” to defray the contingent 
expenses of the Comptroller’s office. 
Amendment adopted. 

Mr, Bourland moved that the House adjourn until 10 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. = 

Motion lost. ~ 

Mr. Mosely moved to amend the bill by inserting, after the 
word “seamen,” the words “to the widow and children of the 
late Jonathan Bird, 350 dollars, being the balance dug,the said 


E 
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Bird, according to an act of the Congress of the late Republic of 
“Texas, approved January the 8th, 1845. 

The chair decided the amendment out of order. 

Mr. Mosely appealed from the decision of the chair. 

- The sense of the House was taken, in reference to the ques- 
tion under consideraiion, and the decision of the chair sus- 
tained, 

Mr. Pease moved to amend the bill, by striking out, on the 
second page, “ For payment of the pension of Mary Millsaps 
and family, two hundred dollars.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to amend the bill by striking out “ four 
dollars,” after the words “Clerks of the Legislature, and insert 
“five dollars.” 

The yeas and nays were called on P adoption ofthe amend- 
ment, and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan. Crutcher, Davis of R., Dooley, DeCordova, Gilliam, 
Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, McNeill, Pease, Potter; Rayner, Ro- 
bertson, Runnels, Sterne, Stuart of Galvestion, Taylor and 
Willie—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong Carothers, Davis of L., Dennis, 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Lyons, ‘Miler of 
C., Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, Perry, Rains, Reagan, 
Shaw, Stout, Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, Walling, Winkler, 
Wheeler and White—25. 

Amendment rejected. 


Mr. Gilliam moved to strike out “six hundred ieee per 
annum,” as a salary for the Private Secretary of the Goyer- 
nor, and insert “one hundred and seventy-five dollars per 
month during the session of the Legislature.” 

_Amendment adopted. 

` Mr. Lyons moved a re-consideration of the vote which had 
rejected ‘Mr. Crutcher’s amendment to the bill under conside- 
ration of the House. é 


Motion carried. 


Question: Shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Fayette, to the bill under consideration of the House, 
be adopted ? l 


910 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the ' 
amendment, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, Bry- 
an, Crutcher, Dennis, Dooley, DeCordova, Haynie, Kecnan, 
Lewis, Lyons, McNeill, Pease, Potter, Rayner, Robertson, Run- 
nels, Sterne, Stuart of Gal., Taylor, Winkler and Willie—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Carothers, Davis of Liberty, Da- 
vis of Robertson, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Harde- 
man, Miller of Colorado, Miller of Houston, Mosely, McCown, 
Perry, Rains, Reagan, Shaw, Stout, Stewart of Gonzales, 
Truit, Walling, Wheelerand White—23. 

Amendment adopted, 


Mr. Willie moved to amend the bill by striking out “$4” as 
compensation of the Door-keeper, and inserting “$5.” 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend the amendment, by insert- 
ing “Sergeant-at-Arms” before “Door-Keeper.” 

Amendment adopted. S s 

Question: Shall the amendment, as amended, to the bill now 
under consideration of the House, be adopted ? 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Winkler moved that the vote of the House, on the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Gilliam, be reconsidered. 

Motion carried. 7 

Question : Shall the amendment propsed by Mr. Gilliam, to 
the bill now under consideration of the House, be adopted? 

The House decided in the negative. 

i Mr. Davis, of Robertson, moved to amend the bill as fol- 
OWS: f 

Strike out “ $2Q0” and insert “$250,” for the payment of a 
pension to Col. J. C. Neill. 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Dooley proposed to amend the bill as follows: 

After the word “dollars,” insert “ one thousand dollars, for 
the translating and publishing, inthe German and Spanish 
languages, the State Constitution, and such general laws now 
in force as the. Governor may deem advisable, in accordance 
Nie the provisions of an act, approved April the 18th, A.D. 
1846. 

Amendment adopted. — __ 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 


HF 


The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’élock. 


House of Representatives, 
A Citwof Austin, March 4, 1848. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The roll was called, i 
And the following members answered to their names: 


$ 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of Liberty, Davis of Robertson, 
Dennis, Dooley, DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, 
Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of H., 
Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, 
Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout; 
Stoddard, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, 
Truit, Walling, Winkler, White and Willie. 


A quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read- ae adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill to be entitled an act 
to create the county of Williamson, with amendments. 

Mr. McNeill moved areconsideration of the vote refusing 
to engross the bill to apportion the representation among the 
several counties of this State. 

’ Carried, and 

. On motion of Mr. Keenan, 

Referred to a select committee, to be goma of one-mem- 
berfrom*each Senatorial District. 

Mr. Stuart, of Galveston, asked leave of absence for the re- 

mainder of the session, after Monday next. 

Granted, - 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

Leave of Absence was granted Mr. Gillian for the remain- 
der of the session, after Monday Next. 


Seanad 


Mr, Pease, chairman of the Judiciary committee, reported : 


i 
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The committee on the Judiciciary,io whom was referred a 
bili ts be entitled an act to legalize certain headright certifi-, 
cates, issued by Geo. W. Miles, former Chief Justice of Liberty 
cour.iy, have considered .the same, and a majority of said 
committee have directed me to report the bill to the House 
without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Read and received, to come up in order. 

= ` 
* , a 7 

Mr. Ailen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, re- 
reported :—The committee on State Affairs, to whom 
waz referred the memorial of practicing physicians of the 
city of Galveston, have again had the same under considera- 
tion, ex, being convinced as heretofore, of the great utility of 
such a society to our State, have instructed me to report the 
same back, with the addition of the names of sundry eminent 
phreicians residing in every section of the country, and to 
recomricnd it earnestly to the favorable consideration of the 
House. l 

Eesd and received, to come up in order. 


“Tye F? 
a 


Bir. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
reported :— 

‘The commitiee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petitica of Mary Nash, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and instruct me to report the accompanying joint resolu- 
tior zed respectfully recommend its passage. ; 

Read and received, to come up in order. 


aii % 


A jsint resolution for the relief of Mark Noble was read a 
first tine. . 

On moion of Mr. Sterne, the rule was suspended. 

Gill read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 


0 te ' ` 
Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills 
reported— 
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The committee on Eingrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act for the more certain collection of the taxes 
for the years 1846 and 1857; Also, 

A bill tobe entitled an act, to amend the seventeenth sec- 
tion of an act, to establish andi incorporate the Marshall Uni- 
versity, approved 18th January, 1842; Also, 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the time of holding 
Courts in the Fourth Judicial District; Also, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Michael Short ; 
Also, 

‘A Bill to be entitled an act prescribing the pkn for 
cutting down and carrying away, or destroying trees or tim- 


ber upon any land without the consent of the owner ; and find , 
the same correctly engrossed. 


Report read and accepted. 


Mr. Crutcher introduced a bill to be entitled.an act, to 
amend an act, to fix the pay and mileage of the members of 
the Legislature, approved April 13th, 1846. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Davis, of Robertson, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act, to amend the first section of an act, defining the mode of 
conveying property in which the wife has an interest. ` 

- Read a first timb. 

` Mr. Robertson introduced a joint resolution granting a. pen- 
sion to John Frederick. 

Read a first. time. 


Mr. Robertson moved a stispension of the rule. 
Carried. 


Bill read a.second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

Referred to the committee on Claims and counts; 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, - 

The committee on Claims and Accounts were instructed fo- 
report on said bill on Monday morning next. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, . 
The orders of the day were taken up. 
A bill for the relief of Lewis Sanches, was read afirstt ime 


On motion of Mr. Winkler, 
58 
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The rule was suspended. 

Bill read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, 

Referred to a select committee. . 

' The Chair appointed Messrs. Winkler, Sterne, Allen, Fields 
and Stout said committee. 

Mr. Reagan moved to take up a bill to be entitled an act 
relative to settlers in Mercer’s and Peters’ colony. 

Lost. 

A billto be entitled an act making appropriations for the 
support of the Government, for the yéars 1848 and 1849, being 
the first in order, was taken up. 

‘Mr. Bryan moved to fill the blank making an appropriation 
for the Penitentiary, with ten thousand dollars, annually. 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the amendment, by adding the 
following: “Which shall not be drawn, unless the Treasury 
can spare that, amount.” 


_ Which was tarried by the following vote 
f 


t 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, 
Crutcher, Davis of R., Dennis, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Hay- 
nie, Keenan, Lyons, Rains, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw,- 
Sterne, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of Gon., Truit, Walling, Willie 
and Wren—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Bryan, Davis of L., Dooley; De- 
Cordova, Eiwards, Hardeman, Miller of ©., Miller of H., Mil- 
lican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Ray- 
ner, Stoddard, Taylor, Walling and White—2l. 


Question on Mr. Bryan’s amendments as amended was taken 
and carried. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following amendment to come in 
at the end of the first section: for compensation of Charles De 
Morse, for publishing in the Northern Standard the case of the 
State vs. Charles Fenton Mercer and associates, 130,00. 

Mr. Davis of R, moved to strike out $130,00 and insert 
#100. 

Carried. 

Question—On the amendment as amended was- then taken 
and carried. 

Mr Miller of H., moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday 
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refusing to strike out’ $600 and insert $750, for all assistant 
Clerks. i 

Lost. 

Mr. Moseley moved to strike out $400 for services of ‘the 
Sheriff to the Supreme Court ‘and insert “one hundred dollars 
for each term of said Court.” 

Mr. McCown moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out “one hundred” and inserting “two hundred dollars,” 

Mr. McNeill called for a division of the question. 

Mr. Willie moved a call of the House. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, 

The call of the House was suspended. 

The question on striking out was then taken and carried by 
the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
‘Bryan, Carothers, Cratcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., Dooley, 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, Hardeman, Lyons, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, Perry, 
Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, Stout, 
Pia Truit, Walling, Winkler, White, Willie and Wren— 


” E Speaker, Dennis, DeCordova, Haynie, Lew- 
is, McNeill, Potter, Stuart of Gal. and Stewart of Gonzales 

—10. 

The Question on Mr. McCown’ s amendment was then taken 
and carried. 

Mr. Epperson offered the. following additional section : 

Section —— That $1500 is hereby appropriated for the 
transportation and distribution of the laws passed by this Le- 
gislature to and among the several counties of the State, to 
be drawn upon the draft of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend by striking out 1500 before dol- 
lars and inserjing “one thousand.” 

Mr. Carothers moved to adjourn antil’3 o'clock, p- m. 

Lost. 

The question on Mr. Fields amendment to the amendment 
was theh taken and lost. 

The question recurring on Mr. Epperson’s amendment was 
then taken and carried. 
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Mr. Willie moved to strike out the second section. of the 
bill. . 

Rejected. 

Mr. McNeill offered the following amendment to come in at 
the end of the Sd section. 

“For the payment of District maps already received by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and not paid for 
$1000. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Edwards offered the following amendment. 

For the payment of pension to David F. Webb, annually 
one hundred dollars for two years. 

Mr. Robertson moved to adjourn until 2 o’clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to adjourn until Monday morning 9 
o’clock. 

Lost. 

- On motion of Mr. Rayner, 
The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 
Question pending on Mr. Edward’s amendment. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 
The House met. : . 

Roll called. 

A quorum present. ş , 

The committee composed ofthe following members appoin- 
ted by the Speaker to take under consideration the bill regu- 
lating the apportionment of representation among the severa- 
counties of the State was announced by the Speaker, Messrs. 
Keenan, Bryan, Rains, Eddy, Runnels, Allen, Stoddard, Lew- 
is, Perry, Davis of R., Haynie, Bogart, Rayner, Potter, DeCor- 
dova, Miller of H., and Shaw. ` 

The question on Mr. Edward’s amendment pending when 
the House adjourned was taken and carried. . 

Mr. Willie moved to add to section 2d, “which amount of 
money was illegally drawn from the Treasury in 1842, by or- 
dér ofthe President of the Republic without authority ofiaw. 

The yeas and nays being called for, stood: 
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Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Crutcher,.dsewis, Miller of C., Rains, Robertson, Railey, Tay- 
lor, Trenit, Willie and Wren——13. rs 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Carothers, Davis of L, Davis of 
’ R, Dennis, Dooley, DeCordova, Edwards, Fields, Gilliam, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, 
Pease, Perry, Potter, Raynor, Reagan, Runnels. Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stuart of Gal., Stewart of Gonzales, Walling, Winkler 
and White—31. 


Mr. Haynie offered the following amendment: 

For Chief Clerk of the State Department sixty dollars per 
mouth. l ; 

For Private Secretary to the Governor, sixty dollars per 
month. i 

And for all Assistant Clerks, sixty dollars per month. 

Rejected. , , - 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out all in section 2nd, after the 
word “revenue.” i 

Which was lost by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Carothers, Crutcher, 
Edwards, Hardeman, Miller of C.. Pease, Perry, Potter, Rob- 
ertson, Railey, Runnels, Sterne, Willie and Wren—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart. Bourland, Davisof L., 
Davis of R., Dennis, Eddy, Fields, Gilliam, Haynie, Lewis, 
Lyons, Miller of H., Mysely, McCown, McNeill, Rains, Ray- 
nor, Reagan, Shaw, Stout, Stuart of Galveston, Stewart of 


Gonzales, ‘Taylor, Truit, Walling, Winkler-and White—39. 


A message was received fromthe Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, 

A bill originating in the House of Representatives to be en- 
titled an act to amend the 3d section of an act to provide for 
- the disposition of the funds received from the United States, 
approved 3d January 1848; and . 

‘A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of 
the State of Texas. è i 
‘ Mr. Robertson offered the following as an amendment to 
“the bill, ` - ae e 
And the Treasurer is further authorized to pay to the differ- 
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ent District Judges, who have not been paid their full salaries, 
for services under the Republic; by their deposiing with 
the Comptroller the voucheis and receipts for the same. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend the amendment as follows: 

Add after “District Judges,” the words, “and Assessors of 
- direct faxes.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Robertson 
to the bill now under consideration of the House be adopted? 

The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Dennis offered the following as'an additional section to 
the bill: 

“Section 4th. That the sum of $500 be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated for the survey of Land Scrip, that has 
been surveyed previous to the Ist day of January; A. D. 1848; 
and the sum of $500 annually, for Land Scrip that may be 
surveyed during the years 1848 and 1819.” 

Mr. Stewart of Gonzales, offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Provided, That this appropriation shall only extend to such 
surveys as have been made since the organization of the State 
Government.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Questioun—Shall the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Matagorda, to the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be adopted? 

The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill. 

“That the sum of $500 be appropriated for the survey of 
Land Scrip, up to the first day of January, 1848. 

Mr. Davis of R., moved that the bill and amendmentbe laid 
upon the table until Thursday next. 

Motion lost. 

The Speaker decided that the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Lewis, contained the substance of that which had just been 
acted upon by the House, and was, therefor e, out of order. 

Mr. Lewis appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

The sense of the House was iaken in reference to the decis- 
ion just made by the Speaker, and the decision concurred in. 


Mr. Haynie moved that the bill be engrossed . 
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Mr. Davisof R., moved that the House adjourn until Mou- 
day morning 9 o'clock. 

‘Motion lost. 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House be engrossed? 

The yeas and nays were called on the engrossment of the 
bill and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Crutcher, Davis of L., Gilliam, Hardiman, Haynie, Ly- 
ons, Miller of C., Miller, of H., McCown, sieNeill, Perry, 
Shaw, Stuart, of Gal., Stewart, of ‘Gon., Taylor, Walling, 
White—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Carothers, Davis, of R., Dennis, 
Dooley, DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Lew- 
is, Mosely, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, 
Sterne, Stout, Truit, Winkler, Willie and Wren—24. 


The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Pease moved that the vote just taken on ane: engross- 
ment of the bill be reconsidered. 

Mr. Carothers moved that the motion to reconsider þe laid 
upon the table, until Monday next. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled “an act to organ- - 
ize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas,” was taken up; 
and, 

Read a first time. j l 

Mr. Taylor moved that the House adjourn until Monday 
morning, 10 o'clock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Stout in the Chair. 

Mr. Bogart moved that the rule ofthe House which requires 
bills to be read on three several days nE suspended. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved that the bill relative to the Public 
Debt of Texas, be made the special order of the day for Tues» 
day next. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Crutcher,moved that the House adjourn until Monday 
morning, 9 o’clock. i 


-920 


Motion lost. 
On motion of-Mr. Bogart, 
The House adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o’clock. 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, March 6th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
‘The roll was called, 


And the following members answered to their names: 


a 


~ | 

Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, (Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
-Crutcher, Davis, of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Hardeman, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Pot- 
ter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Sad- 
dier,.Shannon, Shaw, Stout. Stoddard, Stewart of Gonzales, 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie 
and Wren. 

A quorum being present, 

The Journal ofthe preceding day was read and adopted. 


The House then proceeded to business. 
Mr. Potter presented the petition of Thomas B. Lewis. 
On motion of Mr. Potter, 


The petition was referred to the committee on Roads and 
Public Highways, without reading. 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report: 


The committee on Counties and County Boundaries, to 
whom was referred a bill, to be entitled “ An act, to create the 
county of ” have had the same under consideration 
and’ ascertaining from reliable information, that the citizens of 


921 


the county which is prayed to be created, number considerably 
‘Jess than one hundred voters; and. deeming that to make such 
new counties is altogether inexpedient, they have instructed me 
to report the bill back to the House, and respectfully to recom- 
_ mend that further action upon the same, be indefinitely post- 


poned 


Report read and received, and, together with the bill, laid 
upon the table, to come up in their regular order. ` 


1 
i 


Mr. Rayner, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred æ“ Joint resolution granting a pension to John Frede- 
rick,” have had the same under ‘consideration, and the com- 
mittee believing it to be impolitic for the State to incur new 
liabilities, have unanimously instructed me to report the joint 
resolution back to the House, and respectfully to recommend 
that it be laid upon the table. 


Report read and received, and, together with the joint reso- 
lution, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Allen made the following report : 

The Select Comm ttee. to whom was referred the proposi- 
tion of Thomas J. Chambers, to collect, for the use of the State, 
the laws of Mexico and of Spain, and to make such digest of 
their contents. with full and accurate references to the originals 
as will open them to the knowledge of the people, and to that 
portion of the members of the bar who are unacquainted with 
the Spanish language, have had the same under consideration, 
aud respectfully present the following brief report: 

It will be perceived that the Supreme Court of the United 
States being impressed with the importance of such a collec- 

„tion and digest, as are now proposed to be made, requested 
the Chief Justice of this State to recommend a person in every 
way equal to the task; and that General Chambers, from his 
intimate acquaintance with the laws of Spain and Mexico; as 
wellas his accurate knowledge ofthe language of those coun- 
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tries, received the unqualified recommendation of the Supreme 
Court of this State. Your committee are convinced that it 
would be entirely superfluous to enlarge upon the great utility 
of the collection and digest of the laws.as contemplated by the 
proposition under consideration ; and, believing that the prac: 
tical good which will assuredly flow {rom such a measure, 
when properly executed, must fall forcibly upon the mind of 
every member of the Legislature; and, as our own Supreme 
Judges have strongly manifested the embarrassment they feel in 
the discharge of their duty, on account of the lack of such au- 
thorities, they have prepared a joint resolution to carry out the 
highly beneficial project intimated by the said proposition, and 
earnestly recommend it to the favorable consideration and 
early attention of the House. 


Report read and received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in its regular order. 


— 


A “joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase 
ofthe Mexican and Spanish law authorities, for the use of the 
State” was read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan made the following report: 

The Special Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled “An act, to apportion the representation among the sev- 
eral counties of this State,” have had the same under consids- 
ration, and have instructed me to report the accompanying 
substitute back to the House, and to recommend its passage. 

In making this recommendation, they are influenced bya 
spirit of compromise ; and firmly believe that more satisfaction 
will be given therei:xy, to the Representatives, and through 
them to the State at large, ‘han by any plan or apportionment 
that can be made. They have been compelled in a few instan- 
ces, to deviate from the number offree white inhabitants, fixed 
upon as a basis of representation: but could not do otherwise 
under the circumstances. They hope, however, as the one re- 
commended will continue but for two years, «hat in that time 
the enumeration of the inhabitants will be correctly made ; and 
at the succe:-ding session of the Legislature, the representation 
will be fairly and equally distributed throughout the State. 


Your committee feel the necessity, under the provisions of 
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the Constitution, of making an apportionment, and cannot too 
strongly recommend to the House the favorable consideration 
of the substitute. 


Report and substitute read and received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Fields introduced a “Joint resolution for the relief of 
W. J. Mills.” 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Willie introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
contract for the publication, in the “Democrat” and “Northern 
Standard,” of all the acts of a general nature, passed by the 
present Legislature. Those which go into effect from the time 
of their passage, to be first published; and that the same be 
paid for out of the appropriation for contingent expenses. 


. Resolution rejected. 


Mr. Willie introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to enable - 
the former collectors of direct taxes, to settle their accounts.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Reagan introduced a bill to be entitled “ An actto pro- 
vide for the payment of persons commissioned by the Governor, 
for the trial of special cases in.the Supreme Court of the State 
of Texas.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. McNeill introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to pro- 
vide for the compiling and correcting ofthe maps of the several 
Land Districts of this State.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. DeCordova introduced a bill to be entitled “ Anact to 
change the name of Hn. Connor to Hn. Valentine Dalton.” 

Bill read a first time. : 


Mr. Winkler, by leave, made the following report: 


The Special committee, to whom was referred a “Joint reso- 
lution for the relief of Luis Sanchez,” have had the same under 
_ consideration, and a majority of the committee believing that 

the claim of the said Sanchez is one of peculiar merit, have in- 


k 
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structed rhe to report the joint resolution back to the H ouse, 
and to earnestly recommend its passage. 

Report read and received, and. together with the joint reso- 
lution, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 


, On motion of M?. Bogart. 

The House proceeded to the orders ofthe day. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to create the county of Wiliam- 
son,” together with the amendments proposed by the Senate, 
were tasen up. ae 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A “joint resolution for the relief of J. W. E. Wallace,” was 
taken up. l 

Read a third time and passed, i N 

À bill to be entitled “An act to change the northern bounda- 
ry line of Limestone county,” was taken up. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Horace L. Up- 
shur.” was taken up. a 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An ac: to secure the rights of colonists 
in Fisher & Miller’s collony,” was taken up. 

Read a thir) time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to regulate the killing of neat 
cattle,” was taken up, and read a third time. 


The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen. Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Caro- 
thers, Dennis, DeCordova, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Gilliam, 


‘Hardeman, Lewis, Miller of C., Millican, McNeill, Pease, 


Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Stout, Stoddard, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler and White—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Crutcher, Davis 
of Liberty, Edward-, Haynie, Miller of Houston, Mosely, Mc- 
Cown, Neal, Reagan, ‘Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stewart of 
Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Winkler, Willie and Wren—?l. 


The bill passed. 
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A bill to be entitled “An act to change the name of Ralph. W. 
Peacock, to John Bowen.” was taken up. a 
Read a third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled “an actto require Sheriffs, Clerks of the 
. District Courts and Clerks of the County Courts,-to keep their 
offices at the county seats of their respective-counties, was ta- 
ken up, 
Bead a third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled “an act regulating Estrays,’ was taken 
up, : 
T a third time and passed. j 

A bill to be entitled “an act to give to each county its own 
map and records,” was taken up, 
. Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan of a certain Block of Lots, in the 
City of Galveston; and to appropriate one of the Public Squares 
of said City for City and County Buildings,” was taken up, 

-Read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Bourland moved that the Chief Clerk of the House be 
instructed to report the bill, first passed, to the Senate. 
Motion carried. l 
' A bill to entitled “An Act to create .the county of Cooke,” 

was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate Chérokee Acad- 
emy, in the town of Rusk; and county-of Cherokee,” was ta- 
ken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled.“ An Act supplementary to an act to 
return lands sold for taxes,and bid in by the government, to 
a former owners, approved April the 27th, 1846,” was ta- 

enu 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act prescribing the mode of estab- 

lishing the liabilities of endorsers and drawers of bills of ex- 
change ahd promissory notes,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act fixing the punishment for cut- 
ting down, and carrying away timber, upon any land, without 
the consent of the owner,” was taken up, 

Redd a third time and passed. pi 
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Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: " 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to - 
be entitled “An Act to change the name of Collin county,” and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 17th section ofan 
actto establish and incorporate the Marshall University, ap- 
proved January the 18th, 1842,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the more certa 
collection of the taxes for the years 1846 and 1847,” wasta- 
ken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled “An Act, to regulate the time of hold- 
ing the Courts in the Fourth Judicial District,” was taken up, 

- Read a third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled “An Act, for the relief of Michael Short,” 
was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 


A message was received from the Senate,@#informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to establish a State Penitentia- 
ry,’ with an amendment: 7 

A bill to be entitled “An Act concerning crimes and punish- 
ments: ’ 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to reduce to its constitutional 
size, define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county :” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Ann Terrell, 
widow and relict of George W. Terrell, deceased :” . 

A billto be entitled “An Act to create the county of Van 
Zandt: and . i 

A bill tobe entitled “An Act for the relief of Columbus C. 
Browning. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to carry into effect a portion of 
an Ordinance, adopted in Convention, on the 27th of August, 
1845,” was taken up and read. 

Mr. Reagan offered a substitute for the bill. 
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Substitute rejected. : 

Mr. Bogart moved to insert in the Ist section, and Ist line of 
the bill, the words “any of the government.” 

Amendment adopied. 

Mr. Davis of R., moved to amend the bill as follows: 

“That all persons availiug themselves of the benefits of this 
act, shall be required to prove, by two disinterested witnesses, 
that he, or she, had settled, and now resides within what may 
hereafter, be determined the true bounds of the Colonies: and 
that no person shall be entitled to the benefit of this act, who 
have become settlers after its passage.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Carothers moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Motion lost. . 

A “Joint Resolution for the relief of A. B. Gray,” was ta- 
ken up, «nd . 

Read a second time. 

, Mr. Bourland moved to amend the joint resolution, as fol- 
ows: . 

In the 2d section of the resolution, after the word “dollars,” 
strike out the words “payable at ihe pleasure of the govern- 
ment,” and insert “payable at any time after the Ist day of De- 
cember, A.D. 1849, out of any monies im the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Crutcher moved its engrossment. 

Motion carried, and the joint resolution ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lyons, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, p. m. 


ES 


3 o'clock, p. m. 
The House met, pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, and a quorum answered to the ceall of 
their names. . . 
The House then proceeded to business. 
Mr. Webb presented the following protest, to be spread up- 
on the Journals of the House: 
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PROTEST, 


Against the action ofthe House of Representatives, in passing’. 
“An Act to establish the Judicial Districts of the District 
Court.” ` 


The undersigned protests against the action of the House, in ` 
passing the above named act, for the following reasons : 

ist. Because by its passage, injustice was done to the va- 
rious parts of the State. When the bill was on its second read- 
ing, a respectable minority of the House endeavored to amend ` ` 
it, so as to do justice to the parts of the State which they repre- 
sented; butthe majority, by calling for the action of the House 
on the previous question, cut off amendments, and thus, did 
manifest injustice to the minority. 

The Second Judicial District, as organized by the last Le- 
gislature, was one of the most compact and symmetrical Dis- 
tricts in the State: butthe bill, passed by the House, takes the 
counties of De Witt, Lavaca and Gonzales from the 2d Dis- 
trict, and adds them to the 10th. The county of Gonzales 
was one of the largest and most thickly settled counties in the 
State. As acornpensation for these counties, the bill adds the 
counties of Gillespie, Caldwell and Hays, to the 2d District 
—all new counties, formed at the present session—the Courts 
of which are not yet even organized. As the District now 
stands, itis near 229 miles, from one extremity of it to the oth- 
er. The counties taken from the 2d, and added to the 10th, 
makes the latter compact and symmetrical. and the undersign- 
ed have not yet arrived at such a stage of quick perception, as 
to see the justice of disorganizing one District, and making tt 
without form or symmetry, for the purpose of adding com- 

actness, form and symmetry to another. 

2d. Because it increases the expenses of the State govern- 
ment. It provides for the election of two new Judges and two 
District Attorneys. The convenience of creating new Dis- 
tricts is not denied; and, if the Treasury were full, its policy 
might be conceded: but this bill creates two more Judicial. 
Districts,and the expenses of these two Districts will be four 
thousand five hundred dollars. , - - 

The Legislature has, alreađy, made large appropriations : 
and, from the Comptroller’s report, it will be seen, that the ex- 
penses of the State, during the last two years, have exceeded 
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lts income, to the enormous amount of forty-nine thousand dol- 
ars. The undersigned can see no other’ result, from all this, 
than an empty Treasury. ~ č Ae 

The operation ofthis bill presents a strange anomaly in Le- 
gislation: it is provided, that it shall take effect from and after 
the Ist day of August next. Until that time, it is absolutely no 
law : and yet, the two District Attorneys for the new Districts, 
have already been elected, and the Judges are now in nomina- 
tion before the Senate. The consequence is, that we have Dis- 
trict Attorneys, and two Judges, drawing pay from and after 
their election, when the offices for which they are elected, do 
not have an existence until the first day of August next. . Nay, 
more; they do not commence their duties until September next 
—and, yet, they draw pay, from the time of their election. 

The undersigned doubt, .very much, the power of this Legis- 
lature, to‘elect officers, when the offices-for which they are 
elected, are not yet in- existence; and, much more, do they 
doubt the policy, or propriety, of paying men for services which. 
they can never render. ` Í l . 

For these reasons, the undersigned protest against the ac- 
tion of the House, in passing the above named bill. 


March 6th, A. D. 1848. : 

. WILLIAM G. WEBB, 
WILLIAM FIELDS, 
W. B. PERRY. 

I concur in the above, as equal injustice was done the citi- 
zens of my District, in the creation of the Ninth Judicial Dis- 
trict. : l l ; . Ss 

SAM. BOGART. 


` On motion of Mr. Potter, 
The bills trom the Senate, with amendments, were taken up. 
A bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate the Public Print- 
ing,” together with the amandments made by the Senate, were 
taken up. 
Amendments read and concurred in, with the exception of 
the Ist and Sth, in whicit the House refused to ‘conéur. 
A bill, which originated in the House of Representatives, to 
be entitled “An Act to provide for the establishment of a State 
59 a> arose > i 
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Penitentiary,” together with the amendment proposed by the 
Senate, were taken up ; 
Amendment read and concurred in. 


A “Resolution (from the Senate.) appointing a committee of 
three, and requesting the appointment of a like committee on 
the part of the House, to drafta memofial to the Honorable the 
Congress of the United States, setting forth the claims of the 
eitizens of Texas for remuneration for injuries done their pro- 
perty, during the war between Texas and Mexico, &c.,” 

Was taken up and read. i 

Mr. Potter moved that the word “Honorable,” be stricken 
put: 5 
Motion carried. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report : 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find 
- correctly Enrolled, the following bils : i 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the city of La- 
vacca j” : 

A, bill to be entitled “An Act concerning the forfeiture of 
certain neat cattle ;” Š 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Montgom- 
ery Academy ;” m 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to locate the Seat of Justice of 
De Witt county,” and 

A bill to be entitled “An Act regulating attachments.” 

The said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the President of the Senate, were this 
day presented to His Excellency the Governor for his approval. 


— 


A bill from the Senate to be entitled, “An Act for the relief 
-ef David F. Webb, - 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Edwards, 

The bill was laid upon the table. ' 

à bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An Act to incorporate 
the Trinity Navigation company ;, 

Was taken up, ani 
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Read a second time by its caption. 

On motion, 

The bill was then referred to the Committee en Internal 
Improvements. 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An Act to incorporate 
the Colorado Navigation Company ;” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. i 

Mr. Stout moved that the bill bill be laid upon the table: 

Motion lost. 

-On motion, 

The bill was referred to the Committee < on Internal Im- 
provements. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

_ _ A Committee of Conference was raised, to actin conjunction 
with a like Committee on the part of the Sena te, in reference 
‘to the bill to be entitled “An Act to regulate the Public Prin- 
ting.” 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Bourland, Fields, Davis 

‘of R., Willie and Gilliam, te constitute said Sommittee. 

A ill: from the Senate, te be entitled “An Act to authorize 
John H. Reagan and his associates to open and construct a 
turnpike road “from the town of Buffalo on the Trinity River, 
across the bottom to the highlands on the West side, in the di- 
rection of the town of Corsicana ;” 

Was taken up. 

On-motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

The bill was read a second time -by its caption, and referred 
to the Committee on internal Improvements. 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An “Act to change the 
names of the counties of Cameron, Starr and Webb ;” 

‘Was taken up and read a first time. 


Mr. Willie moved that the bill be réjected. . i 
The veas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Willie’s 


motion, and stood as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crutcher, Dennis, Dooley, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Lyons, 
Miller of C., Millican, McNeill, Pease, Rains, Rayner, Robert- 
son, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, wales 
Wheeler, White and Willie—28. f 


X 
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Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bourland; Davis of L., Davis 
of R., Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of H., 
Mosely, Neal, Perry, Potter, Beagan, Saddler, Stewart of Gon- 
Truit, Webb, Winkler and Wren—23. 


Motion carried, and the bill rejected. 


A billto be entitled “An Act to validate and confirm: thes acts 
of Thomas Wm. Ward, Commissioner of the General Land 
Office ;” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Neal moved that the bill be referred to the Committee’ on 
the Land Office. 

Motion carried and the reference made. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act making an appropriation for 
the pro rata pay of Dr. Thos. P. Anderson, déceased, Surgeon 
of the late Navy of the Republic of Texas” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Robertson moved the engrossment of bill. 

` Motion carried, 

And the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “Ah Act for the relief of 
Alfred Johnson ;” 

Was taken up, and. 

Read a first time. 
` A “Joint Resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell ;” 

‘Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Bourland moved me engrossment of the Joint Reso- 
lation. 

Motion carried, and the Joint Resolution ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A “Joint Resolution protesting against the organization of 
a a Government by the anthorities of the United States 
within the State of Texas :” 

Was, faken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

The Joint Resolution was referred to the Committee on 
Federal Relations. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to a the Milam Libe- 
ral Institute ;” 

Was taken up, and 


h i 
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_ Read a second time. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Shaw, : ` i 

The bill was referred to the ‘Committee on-Education. 

The Resolution of the House of Representatives, prohibiting 
bills to be read by their caption on their last canes e 

Was taken up, 

Read, and rejected. 

A “Joint Resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut. J. P. 
Lansing, deceased, (it being the substitute offered by Mr. Ray- 
ner for the original Joint BResolution):” 

Was taken up, 

Read aad adopted. 

On motien of Mr. Potter, i 

The Joint Resolution was ordered to be éngrossed: 

A’ bill to be entitled “An Act for.the benefit of owners of 
conditional headright certificates for land, together with the 
report of the Committee on Public Lands, ‘thereon were 
taken up: 

Report read and adopted. 

The report of the Committee on County Boundaries-in rela- 
tion to a bill to be entitled “An Act to compensate all Commis- 
sioners that have been appointed or may hereafter be appointed 
by the Legislature, to locate the county sites of all new counties 
that were created during the first Legislature of the Mate of 
Texas 3’ 

Was taken up, 

‘Read and adopted. l j A 


' A “Joint Resolution requesting the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to cause to be translated and published, 
certain laws and documehts in his office, relating to land titles} 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. l 

Mr. Mosely moved that the Joint Resolution be engrossed. 

Mr. DeCordova moved to amend the Joint Resolution as 
follows : ; 

Strike out “$1,200; and insert «$3,000 :” 

Amendment rejeċted. 

The yeas and and nays were then called on the engrossment 
of the bill, and stood as follows : 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, 
Carothers. Crutcher, Davis of L., Dooley. Dennis, Eddy, Epper-_ 
son, Gilliam, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Millican, Mosely, 
McNeill, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shannon, Stout, Stew-- 
art of Gon. and Winkler—26.. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Edwards, Fields, Ly- 
ons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Neal, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Sad- 
ler, Shaw, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, White, Willie and 
Wren—20. 

Motion carried, and the Joint Reslution ordered to be 
engrossed. l 


A “Joint Resolution for the relief of Nathaniel H. Mallon and 
others, members of Capt. John C. Hays’ spy company in the 
year 1842,” 

Was taken up,.and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Dooley, 

The Joint Resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, to audit the accounts of Martin Glover, 
late Sheriff of Bowie county,” 

Was, taken up, together with the substitute therefor, 

Substitute read and adopted: - 

Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be laid upon the table for 
the present: 

Motion carried. 


a 


A messag2 was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage by that body of a bill, which originated in the 
House of Representatives, to be entitled “An Act to establish 
the Galveston and Red River Railway Company,” with an 
amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

‘Tye amendment was taken up, 

Read and concurred in. 


A “Joint Resolution, from the Senate, auditing and acknowl-_ 
edging the claims of Stewart Perry against the late Republic of 
Texas,” - 

Was taken up. 
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Mr. Fields moved that the Joint Resolution be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. McNeill moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 3 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, : 

Mr. Sterne was excused from answering to the call of bis 
name. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, . 

The call of the House was suspended. | 

Question—Shall the Joint Resolution now under considera- 
tion of the House be laid upon the table ? 

The House decided in the negative. 

The Joint Resolution was then read a first time. 

A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled “an act to authorize 
the issuance of Land Patents, to the assignees of Sheriffs, Ex- 
ecutors, Administrators and Guardians;” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

‘A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled “an act to incorpo- 
rate Williamson Academy:” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill (from the Senate) to be entitled “an act to incorpo- 
rate the town of Palestine, in the county of Anderson :” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Miller of Houston, moved that the bill be passed to a 
third reading. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
Courts in the 10th Judicial District:” 

Was taken up; and 

Read a second time. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The bill was laid upon the table until to-morrow. - 

A bill to be entitled "an act to provide for the election of 
electors of President and Vice President ofthe United States” 

Was taken up; and 

Read a second time, 


On motion of Mr. Willie, 
The bill was referred to the committee on State Affairs. 
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The resolution to adjourn the Legislature onthe 18th inst. 
sina die;.being the special order ofthe day. 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

The resolution was madethe special order of the day for 
Monday next. 

Mr Bryan moved a recousideration of the vote, on the. bill 
to be entitled “an act to regulate the killing of neat cattle;” 
and that the bill be referred to a select committee. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to require the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to charge fees for business done in 
his office, wherethe State is not concerned. 

Was taken up, and ` 

Read a second time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

The bill was referred to a select committee. 

The Speaker then appointed, 

Messrs. Robertson, Eddy. Fields, Dennis and DeCordova, to 
constitute said committee. _ 

A bill to be entitled “an-act to legalizethe marriage of Eli 
Gray and Ann Eliza Gray; 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

The bill was then passed toa third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the enumeration 


o: the inhabitants of the State of Texas, for the year 1848: P? 
Was taken up, and , 


Read a second time. 

Mr. Reagan moved to amend the bill as follows: 

“And in the 8th column all the free white population.” 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, . $ 

The bil was passed to a third reading. 

„A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the appointment by that. body of Messrs. Dancy ; 
Jewett and Grimes, to act as a committee of conference, with 
a like committee on the part of the House, in reference to a 
bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the Public Printing.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act. to continue inforce, an act for 
relief of the purchasers of Austin city lots.” 

Was taken up, and 
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Read a second time. - 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The bill was referred tothe commiiitée_ on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Moses Evans, 
surviving administrator of H. S. Williamson, deceased. 

. Was taken up, í 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Kiziah Taylor, © 
whose maiden name was Kiziah Cryer.” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The bill was passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act authori rizing and requiring the 
transfer of the succession of Alexander Jordan, dec’d.; from the 
county of Nacogdoches to the county of Rusk.” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Walling, 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of James Stuart.” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

- On motion, 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the removal of the Supreme 
Court.” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Stout moved that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Mosely moved thatthe bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Walling offered a substitute for the bill. 

Substitute read and rejected. 

r. Bogart moved to amend the bill as follows: 

Strike out “Huntsville,” and insert “Brenham.” 

Amendment rejected. y 

On motion of Mr. Potter. 

The bill was referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the House adjourn until to-mor- 
row morning 9 o’clock. 

Motion lost. 


~ 
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A pill to be entitled “an act supplementary to an act to es- 
tablish the Judicial Districts ofthe District Court.” « 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, 

The bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to prescribe the time of holding 
the District Courts inthe 9th Judicial District of the State of 
Texas:” ao 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Qn motion of Mr. Miller of Houston, 

The bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled “an act regulating enclosures;” 

‘Wastaken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 

A “Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the State of Texas;” 

‘Was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion, 

The rule of the House which requires bills to be read on 
three several days, was suspended, and the Joint Resoiution, 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Rayner moved that the Joint Resolution be referred to 
the_committee on the Judiciary. 

Motion Jost 

Mr. Webb moved that the Joint Resolution be passed to a 
third reading. . 

Mr. Bryan moved to amend by striking out all that portion 
ofthe Joint Resolution, relative to Judges of the Supreme 
Court. ; 

Mr. Reagan moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 9 o’clock, 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland. 1 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 
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House oF REPRESENTATIVES; 
Austin, March 7th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to: adjournment; 
. The roll was called, and 
The following members answered to their names. 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
` youghs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., 
Dennis, DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Hard- 
eman, Haynie, Keenan, Le :is, Lyons, Miller of C., Millican, 
McCown, McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Rob- 
ertson, Railey, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw Stout, Stewart of Gon., 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Wil- 
lie. and Wren. 


A quorum being present, , 
The Journals of tbe preceding day was read and adopted, 


The House then proceeded to business. 

Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill tobe entitled “an act to amend an act concerning divorce 
and alimony,” have had the same under consideration. The 
bill proposes toamend the existing law onthe subject; but a 
majority ofthe committee believing the amendment proposed 
will not be beneficial, have directed me to-report the bill: back 
to the House and to recommend that it be laid on the table. 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid 
upon the table, to come up intheir regular order. 


Mr. Pease, chairman ofthe committee on the Judiciary, al- 
so made the following report: E 

Fhe committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jasper Gilbert, have had the same- under considera- 
tion. 

It appears, from the petition and the evidence that was ad- 
duced before the committee, that the petitioner obtained from 
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the Board of Land Commissioners, of Colorado county, a çer- 
tificate for one league and laborofland. That said certificate 
was not recommended for patent by the Local and General 
Board of Commissioners, appointed under an “act to detect 
fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for issuing patents 
to legal claimants;” and that the petitioner néglected to bring 
a suit in the proper county, to establish said certificate,’ with- 
in the time limited by the 2d section ot the 11th article of the 
constitution of the State; but that he did bring a suit for the 
the establishment of said claim, on the 2nd day of July, 1847, 
which was one day after the time limited by the Constitu- 
tion. ; 

The committee believe from the evidence before them, that 
the petitioner was fully entitled to the quantity of Land for 
which he obtained a certificate’; and that, if he had instituted 
his suit in time, his claim would have been established. But 
the second section of the eleventh Article of the Constitution 
‘declares: “That all certificates (like those of the petitioner,) not 
established, or sued on before the first day of July, 1847, shall 
be barred: and the said certificates, and all surveys and loca- 
tions thereon, shall be forever null and void,” and the commit- 
tee believe that the Legislature has no power to confirm sucha 
certificate. 

The committee do not conceive that the fact of the petitioner 
bringing his suit in one day after the expiration of the time 
limited. gives the Legislature any more right to confirm the 
same, than if it had been brought in one month or six months 
after the expiration ofthe time. 

It will be recollected that the law which- authorized such 
claims to be established by suit, had expired by its own limi- 
tation, long before the adoption of the ConStitution; and the 
Constitution renewed the fight, and extended the time, fortwo 
years: this afforded ample time for all persons to establish their 
rights, and the committee do not conceive that those who slum- 
bered over their rights, have any peculiar claim to relief, from 
the Legislature, even if we had the:power to afford such relief, 
which the committee believe we have not. 

Entertaining these views, the committee recommend thatthe 
petition be laid upon the table. 

Report read and received, and together with the petition, 
laid upon the table; to come up in their regular order. 
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Mr. Mosely, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: sot ete ae an 
- The committee on the Judiciary, to whom- was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An act, requiring the owners of, and claim. 
ants to lands, to have their titles, muniments of titles, and claims 
to lands, recorded in the county in which said lands are situa- 
ted,” have had the same under consideration, and, after due de- 
liberation thereupon, a majority: of said committee have in- 
structed me to report the accompanying substitute therefor, 
and to recommend its adoption and passage. 

Report read and received, and together with the billand sub- 
stitute, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. | 


Mr. Webb, chairman of the committee on Federal Relations’ 


made the following report: 
The committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred 


a “Joint resolution protesting against the organization of a 
separate government, by the authorities of the United States, 
within the limits of the State of Texas,’ have examined the 
same, and have instructed me to report the accompanying Pre- 
amble and Joint Resolutions, and to recommend their passage. 

Report read and received, and together with the joint reso- 
utions, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 


-— 


Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “An act to incorporate the Milam Liberal Institute,” 
have considered the same, and finding no constitutional objec- 
tion to the bill, recommend its passage. ; 

Report read and received, and together with the bill, laid up- 
on the table, to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: T : 
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The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An act to continue in force an Act, for the 
relief of those who have purchased lots in the city of Austin, 
and the tract adjoining, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the same back to the House, 
with amendments, and to recommend their adoption, and the 
passage of the bill as amended. 

Report read and received, and, together with the bill and 
amendments, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular 
order. ` 


a 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined A “Join 
resolution for the relief of the heirs of Ralph Noble, deceased,” 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. , 


Mr. Bourland made the following report: 
The committee of Conference, to whom was referred two 
amendments made by the Senate, to a bill which originated in 


the House of Representatives, to be entitled “An act to regulate ` 


the Public Printing,” have conferred freely upon the same, and 
after due deliberation, have agreed as follows: 
in the first amendment, to insert “ fifteen” instead of “ten.” 
‘They have also agreed to adopt the eleventh amendment made 
by the Senate, and respectfully ask the concurrence of the two 
Houses: 


[Signed] ` JON W. DANCY, 
i Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
[Signed] WM. H. BOURLAND, 


Chairman on the part of the House of Representatives. 
Mr. Bourland moved a suspension of the rule. 
Motion carried. 
The report was then adopted. 
Mr. Fields made the following report: 


The select committee, to whom was referreda bill to be en 
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titled “ An act to regulate the killing of neat cattle,” have again 
had the same under consideration, and , believing certain amend- 
ments necessary, have instructed me to report the accompany- 
ing substitute for the original bill, and respectfully to recom- 
mend its passage. 

Report read and received, and,. together with the bill and. 
substitute, laid upon the table, to come up in their regular or- 
der. 

Mr. Eddy introduced a * Joint resolution to defray the ex- 
penses of the two expresses sent to Jasper county.” 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Bogart introdueed a bill to be entitled “An act providing 
for the J udges of the Sixth and Eighth Judicial District, to 
hold the Courts in the Ninth Judicial District. 

Bill read a first time 

Mr. Willie in the chair. 

A message was received: from the Boe informing the 
House of the adoption by that body, of the substitute of the 
House, fora bill to be entitled “An act allowing J udges of the 
Supreme Court, discretion, in the order of trying cases.” 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill:io be entitled “An act to appor- 
tion the debt of Old Liberty county, between the existing coun- 
ties of Liberty, Polk and Tyler.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion, 

The rule of the House, which requires bills to þe read on 
three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time. ; 

Mr. Davis, of Liberty, offered a substitute for the aire and 
fourth sections of the bill. 

Substitute rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. > 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body, of the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled “An act regulating elections,” with 
amendments : 

A bill to be entitled “An act, supplementary to an act, io cre- 
ate and organize the county of Panola,” with amendments : 

A bill to be entitled “An act to authorize Jacob' F. Winfree 
to adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his lawful child ; and 

That the Senate had adopted a substitute for the resolution 
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providing for the two Houses to meet in joint session, for the 
purpose of going into the election of a Public Printer, on this 
day, at 3 o'clock, P. m. i 

Mr. l}eCordova introduced a “ Joint resolution to detect and 
suppress illegal banking.” —— 

Joint resolution read a first. time. 

A. message was received from the Sonate, informing the 
House that a bill to be entitled “An act, to regulate the Public 
Printing,” had been passed by that body. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

The House procéeded to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

The “ resolution (of> the Senate) to go into the election of’ 
Public Printer,” was taken up and adopted. 

A “Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the State of Texas,” together with the amendment, of- 
fered by My. Bryan, on yesterday, were taken up. 

Amendment read. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the resolution be laid upon the table. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Pease moved that the resolution be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Motion lost. 

Question—Shall the amendment proposed by Mr. Bryan, to 
the joint resolution now under consideration of the House, be 
adopted ? 


The House decided in the negative. 

Mr. Reagan offered the following as an amendment to the 
joint resolution : 

Be it further enacted, That the following words be stricken 
ou:. of thethirty-fourth section of of the Seventh Article of the 
Con: tution, to wit: 

“iy. ery new county, as to the right of suffrage and repre- 
senta on, shall be considered as_a part of the county or coun- 
ties om which'it was taken, until entitled by numbers, to the 
right of separate representation.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Webb moved that the sense of the House be taken on 
the previous question. . 


The yeas and nays were` called on the adoption of Mr. 
Webb’s motion, and stood as follows: 
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Yeas—Messrs. - Speaker, „Armstrong, Bora Bouglaad, i 


* 


Burroughs, Caróthers, Davis of L.f Dooley, Eddy, ‘Epperson, - 


Gilliam, Goode, Haynie, Miller of (.,-Millican, Mosely, Me- 
Neill, Neal, Perry, Rains, Reagan, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler and-Wren—31. 

N yý— Messrs. Bryan, Crutcher, Davis of R, Dennis, De- 


Cordova, Haıdeman, Lewis, Pease, Rayner, Runnels, Saddler, 


Stoddard, Stewart of Gonzales, White and Willie—15. 


Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the joint resolution now under considera- 
tion of the House, be passed to a third reading ? 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

A bill to be entitled “ An-act to classify the Public Debt of 
Texas,” together with the two substitutes, offered by the com- 
mittee on Finance. were taken up. 

Substitute read and adopted. 

Oa motion of Mr. Neal, 

The substitutes, just adopted by the House, were ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A billto be entitled “An act, to dice to its constitutional 
‘size, define the boundaries, and- permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county,” together with the amendments 
proposed by the Senate, were taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred. in. 

Mr. Allen moved to take up the bill to be entitled,“ An act, 
to define the time of holding the Courts in the Tenth J udicial 
District.” : 

‘Motion carried: 

The bill was then taken up, and 

` On motion, passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Reagan introduced a bill to be entitled “ An,act.to sae: 
fine the time of holding the Courts in the Ninth J Bical Dis- 
trict.” 

_ Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Saddler moved that the rule of the Honse, which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

Hr. Reagan moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr Bogart moved ` that the bill be indefinitely: postpon- 
ed. 
60 
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« Motion lost. 
Mr. Stout moved that the bill be referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Bogart moved that a call of the House be made. 
On motion of Mr. Stoddard, 
The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, r. m. - 


4 
Hoe 


3 o'clock; r. m. 
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The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, and a quorum was fouund present, 

The House then proceeded to business. 

A bill, from the Senate, to be entitled “An act authorizing 
and requiring the transfer of the succession of Alexander Jor- 
dan, deceased, from the county of Nacogdoches to the county 
of Rusk,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Lyons, 

The bill was read a third time by its caption, and passed. 

A joint resolution, having been adopted by both Houses, te 
go into the eleetion of Public Printer, on- ‘this day, at 3 o'clock, 

P.M. 

Mr. Potter moved that the election be postponed, until the 
Sth instant. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, by that body: 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to amendgthe tenth, eleventh, 
thirteenth and twenty-second sections ofan act, to organize 
the Supreme Court of the State of Texas,” approved May the 
12th, A. D. 1846, with an amendment ; i 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Isaac Delany” 

A billto be entitled “An act for the relief of James P. Wal- 
lace and Robert M. Williamson; 

A joint resolution in relation to the Wilmot Proviso, Slave- 
ry, the Tariff, and the war against Mexico ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act organizing County Courts,’ 
with amendments ; 

A. bill to be entitled “Añ act regulating sequestrations,” 
with amendments ; 

A pill to be entitled “An act, to amend an act, entitled an 
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May the 13th, A.D. 1846,” withamendments; and 

“Joint resolution authorizing the committee on Contingent 
‘Expenses of both Houses of the Legislature, to contract.with 
soe-suitable person to take charge of the Capitol and the 

furniture, stationery, &c.; and that the Senate ‘had appointed 
Messrs. Burleson, ’Cuny and Bourland said commiittee of Con- 
‘ference. i 

The House was also informed that the Senate had concur- 
in the amendment proposed by the House, to a “Resolution ap- 
pointing a committee of Conference to draft a memorial to the 

Congress of the United States, relative to the claims of the citi- 
_ zens of Texas, for injuries done their property during the war 
between Texas and Mexico, and asking remuneration for the 
same.” l A 
Mr. Bryan moved a re-consideration of the vote of the 
House, on the adoption of a resolution fixing the time for the 
election of Public Printer. i 
The Speaker decided the motion out of order, as the resolu- 
‘tion had been adopted by both Houses. 
Mr. Potter appealed from the decision of the Speaker. 
The sense of the House was taken in reference to the decis- 
ion just made by the Speaker, and the decision sustained. 
Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
‘made the following report: 
_ The committee on Enrolled-Bills, have examined the follow- 
‘ing bills: o f : 
A bill to be entisled “An ‘act to provide for the disposition of 
the funds received from the United States ;” and as 

A billto be entitled * An act for the relief of Ann Terrel;’’ 
‘and find the time same correctly enrolled ; and, having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House .of Representatives, and 
‘the President of the Senate, they were this day, presented to 
His Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 

Report read and accepted. > 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

A .committee was raised to wait-upon the Hon. Senate, and 
inform them that the House was ready to receive them in joint 
Session, for the purpose of electing a Public Printer. 

` The Speaker appointed Messrs. Allen and Davis of R. to . 
constitute said committee. : 

The committee repaired to the Senate Chamber, and in a 
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few minutes returned, an reported the duty assigned them 
performed. 

On motion, a committee was raised to wait upon those mem- 
bers who were absent in consequence of siekness, and receive 
their votes. ` 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Burroughs and Stewart of 
Gonzales, to wait upon Messrs. Miller of Houston, and Ren- 
fro; and Messrs. Millican and Mosely, to wait upon Messrs. 
Lott and Irion. - 

A committee from the Senate, consisting of Messrs. William- 
son and Dancy, announced to the House that the Senate had 
re-considefed their vote on the resolution fixing Tuesday, the 
7th of March, at 8 o'clock, p. m., to go into the eleetion of 
Public Printer- . 

Question—Sħall the bill to be entitled “An actto define the 
time of holding the Courts in the Ninth Judicial District,” be 
engrossed ? 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Reagan moved to take from the table, and place among 
the orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “An act, supplementa- 
ry to an act, entitled an act, to organize the Judicial Districts 
of the District Court.” 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Eddy. by leave, made the following report: . 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 
titled “An act regulating the fees and charges of public officers 
ofthe State,” have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, as amend- 
ed, and to recommend its passage. sih 

Report received, and the amendments read and adopted. 

Mr. Robertson offered a substitute for the bill and amend- 
ments. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of James Stewart,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to legalize the marriage of Eli 
Gray and Ann Eliza Gray,” 

Was take: up,and 

Read a third time, and passed. 

A bill from the Senate, to be entiiled “Am Act to provide for 
‘the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Texas, &c.,” 

Was taken up, and 


Read a third time. 

Mr. Robertson moved to suspend the rule, and re-refer 
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary : 

Motion lost. 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the ' 
House be finally passed ? 

The House decided i in the affirmative. 


A message was received Fors the Senate, informing the 
House that a bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 10th, 
11.h, 13th and 22d sections of an Act to organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas; approved, May the 12th, A. D. 
1846,” had been passed by that body. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the town of Pales- 
tine, in the cquaty-of Andersen,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to change the name of the 
County Seat of Collin caunty,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time, and passed. - 

A bill to be entitled “An Act te prevent Heenan 

‘Was taken up. 

Mr. McCown moved that the bill be a, by its omen ‘and 
referred to the committee on State Affairs : 

Mr. Bourland moved that the bill be laid upon the table: 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mx. Potter, 

The bill to be entitled “An Actto amend the £0th, 114th, 13th, 
and 229d sections .of an Act to organize the Supreme ‘ Court of 
the State:of Texas ; appreved, May the 12th, A.D. 1846. > 

Was taken up, 

‘The amendments made by the Senate, were read and con- 
curred in. 

A bill to be entitled “Àn Aet to incorporate the Medical and 
Surgical Society of the State of Texas,” 

Was taken up, 

A substitute for the bill read and adopted. 
- Mr. ae moyed to strike out J. B. Robertson and 

T. J. Heard: 

Motion loak 
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Mr. Bogart moved to amend the bill as follows = 

Insert Dr. Rogers of Fannin. county. 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Miller of H., proposed to amend the bill as follows: 

Insert “J. W. Fort and J. C. Darrien 2” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Rayner moved that the bill and-amendments-be laid upor: 
the table: 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Houston: 
Lyceum,” 

Was taken up. l 

Mr. Reagan moved that the bill. be laid upon the table : 

Moton lost. 

Tbe bill was ther orđered'to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize Robert H. Porter 
to construct a turnpike road and establish a ferry om the Trinity 
‘River at Porter’s Bluff,” ; 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, 

The bill was read by its caption, and 

Referred to the committee'on Internal Improvements. 


‘The report of the committee on State Affairs in relation toa 
Resolution of the Hense, instructing said committee to enquire 
into the expediency of devising some plan by which a portion: 
of the Seminary Lands surveyed im the county of Grayson, 
may be brought into market &c., 

Was taken up, 

Read and adopted 


The report of the Tommittee on State Affairs recommending 
that the “Resolution to employ counsel in the United States’ 
Courts, in behalf of the State,” be laid upon. the table, was 
taken up.: f 

Read and: adopted. 

The “Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and reques- 
ting our Representatives in the Congress of the United States, 
to use their efforts to have a law passed to' extend the jurisdic- 
tion. of Texas over one-half of Sabine Fass, Lake and River,” 

Was taken up, and l 

Read a second time. 
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On motion ‘of Mr. Davis of R. 

The Joint Resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A’ bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Seth Marvin,” - 

Wastaken up, and , 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart of Gon., , 

The bill was then referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs. ~ 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the boundaries of the 
county of Guadalupe,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. ’ 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the several Acts incor- 
porating the city of Houston,” ; 

Was then taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize persons who have 
located lands through mistake, to float their claims or certificates, 
and re-locate the same elsewhere,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion, 

The bill was rejected. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act supplementary to an Act to 
establish the Judicial Districts of the District Court,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 


On motion the bill was then laid upon the table. 


Mr. Miller of H., moved that the bill to be entitled “An Act 
to establish the Judicial Districts of the District Court,” be 
taken up: 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

The bill was then ordered to'be engrossed. i 

À bill to be entitled “An Act relative to a line of Military 
Posts on the frontier &c.,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, 
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The bill was then laid upon the table. .- 

A bill to be entitled “An-Act to organize the Judicial pike 
tricts of the District Court,” 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time, and passed. 


The Speaker appointed Messrs. Allen, Rayner, Crutcher, 
Runnels and Robertson a committee.on the part of the House, 
to confer with a like committee on the part of the Senate, in 
relation toa “Joint Resolution to employ some suiable per- 
son to take charge of the Capitol after the adjournment of the 
Legislature,” 


The report of the committee on.County Boundaries relative 
to abill to be entitled “An Act to create a new county,” recom- 
mending that the bill be laid upon the table, was taken up, and 

Read and accepted. 


p—s 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman .of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill to 
. be entitled “An Act to establish the Galveston and Red tiver 
Railway Company,” and find the same correctly enrolled, and 
having been signed by the Speaker of the House of ixepresen- 
tatives and the President of the Senate, was this day presented 
to iiis Excellency the Governor for-his approval. 

Report read and accepted. 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to legalize.certain headright cer- 
tificates issued by George W. Mills, former Chie!’ Justice of 
Liberty county,” 

Was taken up, andi 

Read a second time. 

Cn motion of Mr. Fields, 

~ The bill was ordered to-be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to to amend an Act fixing the 


mileage and per diem pay of the members of the Legislature,’ 
Was taken up, and 


Read a second time. 
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Mr. Rayner moved:to amend the-bill as. follows : 
_ “Provided that no member shall. receive pay for, more than 
two mon.hs :” ‘A 
Amendment rejected. i 
Mr. Davis of L., proposed to amend the bill as-follows: ° 
Strike out “five,” before the word “dollars,” and insert, “four.” 
Amendment ado;ted. 
The question. was then put ; 
Shall the bill now under consideration of the House be 
engrossed. : 


1 

-The yeas and nays were called on-the engrossment of the bill, 
and stood as follows: Pee we 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Bryan, Cruteher, 
Davis of R., Fields, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of 
H., McCown, Saddler, Stoddard and White—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, 
Davis of L., Dennis, DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards Epperson, 
Hardeman, Miller of C., Millican, Mosely, McNeill, Pease, 
Perry, Rams, Hayner, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, 
Stout, Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, 
Wheeler, Willi» and Wren—33. 

The House decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, i 

The House then adjourned, until to-morrow- morning, 9 
o'clock. . : 


* 


~ House of- Representatives; 
City of Austin, March 8, 1848. 
The House met-pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members,answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCor- 
dova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, 
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Keenan, Lewis, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, 
McCown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Rea- 
gan, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stod- 
dard, Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, 
White and Willie. 


A quorum present. 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and. adopted. 


Mr. Eddy introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act.to author- 
ize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a 
patent to Dennis Gahagan ~” 

Bill read a first time. 

The rule was suspended: 

Bill read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, 

Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

-Mr. Dennis introduced. a bill to be entitled “An Act to pro- 
vide for the collection of the arrearages of the taxes due on 
property assessed under the laws of the late Republic of Texas:” 

Bill read a first time. 

Rule suspended : 

Bill read a second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Dennis, 

Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to allow 
mileage to Sheriffs and Constrables,” 

x Bill read a first time. : ; 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Crutcher, Armstrong, Lewis, 
Runnels and Carothers, a committee on the part of the House, 
to act with a like committee on the part of the Senate, to me- 
morialize Congress in behalf of the citizens of Texas, who had 
their property destroyed by the Mexicans, during the Revolu- 
tion. - 

Mr. Bogart moved a re-consideration of the vote rejecting a ` 
bill regulating the floating of land certificates. 

Lost. ` : 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

The orders of the day were taken up. 

A, joint resolution proposing an amendment te the Constitu- 
tution. 

Read a third time: 


956: 


Mr. Haynie moved a call of the House: 
Carried. . ` i 
Quorum preseñt, 
Mr. Sterne moved to' excuse. Mr. Potter from a call of the 
- House. 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, : 

The ceall of-the House was suspended... . 

The question on the final passage of the resolution was 
then taken and carried, by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Carothers, Dennis, Davis of L. Davis of R., 
DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson;-Fields, Goode, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Keenan, Lyons, Miller of ©, Miller of H. 
Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, 
Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Stoddard, Stewart of Gom, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Wal- 
ling, Winkler, Wheeler, White, Willie and Wren—49.. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Crutcher, Eddy, Potter, and Saddler’ 
A bill to be entitled An act regulating elections, with amend- 
ments from the Senate. 

Read, and amendments concurred in by the following vote + 


Y¥eas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bur~ 
roughs, Carothers, DeCordova, Epperson, Goode, Haynie; 
Keenan, Miller of Houston, Millican, Mosely, McCown, Perry, 
Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Willie and Wren—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dennis, Davis of Liberty, Davis of 
Robertson, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller 
of C., McNeill, Pease, Rains, Runnels, Saddler, Stoddard, 
Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Wheeler and White—21.. 


A bill to be entitledan act regulating sequestrations, with, 
amendments from the Senate. 

Read, and amendments concurred in. 

Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reperted that the committee have examined an act to 
regulate the Public Printing, and find the same correctly En- 
- Folled; and, having been signed by the Speaker of the House, 
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and President of the Senate, was this day presented to His Ex- 
eellency. the Governor, for his approval. 

i?ead and accepted. 

Mr. Burroughs introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be required to employ an 
Assistant Enrolling Clerk or Clerks, under the direction of the 
committee on Enrolled Bills. an.: such Clerk or Clerks so em- 
ployed shall receive for their compensation, the same per diem 
pay tha may be paid to other Clerks. 

Read and adopted. 

A bill te be entitled an act regulating preceedings in the 
District Courts, with amendments from he Senate. 

Read, and all the amendments concurred in, except amend- 
ments to the first and second sections. 

Mr. Crutcher, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the follewing report; 

The committee on Engressed have examined, 

A biH to be entitled an act to apportion the debt of Old Lib- 
erty county, between the existing counties of Liberty, Polk and 
Tyler: Also, 

A joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the Gene- 
tal Land Office te cause to be translated und published, certain 
laws and documents in his office, relating to land titles: Also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell: Also, 

A joint resolution for the relief of N. R. Mallon and others, 
poe of. apt John C. Hays’ spy ‘-ompany, in the year 1842; 

SO, 

A joint resolution authorizing and.requiring the Comptrol- 
ler of Public Accounts, to issue warrants paying A. B. Gray 
for sersices in running aud marking the eastern boundary line 
of Texas, and find the same correctly engrossed, 

Read and aceepted. 

A bill to be entitled an act organizing County Couits, with 
amendments from the Senate. 

Read, and all the amendments cencurred in, except the third 
and fourth sections. 

Mr. Davis, of L., introduced the following resolution : 

Be it resolved unanimously. by the House of Representatives, 
That, from. and after the adoption of this resolution, the 
Honorable Senate shall not make more than fifty amendments to 
any bill originating in this House. 

Read, and on motion of Mr. Willie, 
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Rejected. f 

A bill to be entitled an act to defne the time-of holding the 
Courts in thè ‘Tenth Judicial District. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A billto be entitled an act, supplementary toan “act! ' to icre- 
ate and organize the county of Panola, with: amendinents from 
the Senate. 

Read, and amendments concurred in. 

A joint resolution for the relief of-the heirs: of Mark- N oble, 
deceased. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution making an appropriation: -for the purchase 


of the Mexican and Spanish law authorities for the use of the 
State. 


Read a second time, ‘and 

On motion of Mr. Boutland, 

Referred to to the Judiciary committee, 

A bill to be entitled an~act concefning-crines and purist- 
ments. 

. Read a first time. 

Rule suspended, 

Bill read a second time, and referred to the: Judiciary com- 
mittee. 3 

Mr. Carothers in the Chair. 

Leave was granted Messrs. Bryan and: Neal to! revord ‘their 
votes on the passageof the jointresolution proposing an amend- 
ment to the Constitution. 

Report of the committee on County Boundaries;recommend- 
ing the indefinite postponement ofa bill creating the county or 


Read and adopted. 

- A bill to be entitled-an act to provide for the: compiling. and 
correcting maps of the several Land Districts of this State. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr: Haynie, 

Referred to the committee on the Land Office: 

Report of the committee on Claims and Accounts, recom- 
mending to bè laid on the table, a joint reno HOt: graatug a 
pension to Jobn Frederiek. ; 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne moved to adjourn tod o’ chook, PYM. 

Lost. f T 
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Mr.-Sterne moved a call ofthe House. 

Lost. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to aerate the Galveston 
Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. Carothers moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Willie moved to lay on tke table for the present. 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend the first section ofan 

act, defining the mode of conveying property where the wife 
has an interest. 

Read a second time, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend an act, to incorporate 
the City of New Braunfels, passed lith May, 1846. 

Read a second time, and ` 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

Referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner 
-of the General Land Office of the State of Texas, to issue Fa- 
tents to the different counties in this State, for School Purposes. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

A billto be entitled-an aet to provide for the payment of per- 
‘sons commissioned by the Governor, for the trial of Special 
Cases in the Supreme Court. l 

Read a second time. j 

Mr. Carothers moved its reference to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Lost. 

Mr. Willie moved to lay on the table. 

Lost, 

Mr. Reagan moved the engrossment. 

on Bourland moved a cali of the House. 

ost. 

‘On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the San Saba 
Mining Company. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 
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- Referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

p A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Indian 
oint. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Robertson, 

Read by its caption, and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be be entitled an act to change the name of Hn. 
Conner to Hn. Valentine Dalton, and to ‘make him-a lawful 
heir of Valentine T. Dalton. = 

Read a seconed time, and ; 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Report of the Committee on Education, asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate the Goliad Statistical Sociéty. 

Read and adopted. 

A bill tobe entitled an act for the relief of Columbus C. 
Browning. 

Read a first time. 

A joint resolution auditing and acknowledging the claim of 
Stewart Perry, against thelate Republic of Texas. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, 

Passed to a third reading. 

A bill tobe entitled an act to authorize the issue of Land 
Patents to assignees of sheriffs, executors, administrators and 
guardians. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

Referred tothe Judiciary committee. - : 

Mr. Runnels moved to take from the table, and place among 
the orders of the day, a bill for the relief of Martin Glover, late 
sheriff of Bowie county. , 

Carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Williamson Aca- 
demy. 

Road a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, 

Referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson. 
Read a second time by caption, and 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

Passed to a third reading. 
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Mr. Robértson, by Teave, reported : 

‘The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom ‘was re- 
ferred a bill te be entitled an act, to amend an act, to incorpo- 
Tate the Colorado Navigation Company, have hed the same 
“under consideration, and a majority of said eommittee have 
instructed me to report the bill back, and recommend it to the 
favorable consideration of the House. 

Read and received, to come up in order. 

A joint resolution for the relief of W. J. Mills. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

. Referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

-A bill to be entitled an act to enable the former colléeters 
of direct taxes to settle their accounts. 

Read a second time, and 

` On motion of Mr. MeNeill, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. - 

A joint resolution for the relief of Luis Sanchez. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, 

Laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Van 
Landt. 

Read a first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the Supreme Court of 
Texas. 

Read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to take from the'table, and place a among 
“the orders of the day; a bill to ineorporate the Goliad Statisti- 
cal Society. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Pease, 

A committee was- raised to confér with a Tike cémmittee on 
the part ofsthe Senate, on the disagreement of the House to the 
Senate’s amendments on the bill to be entitled “An Act organ- 
izing Justices’ Courts ;” said committee were also instructed to 
confer with the Senates’ committee, on the disagreement of the 
House -to the amendments of-the Senate, om the bill to be enti- 
tled “An Act to amend ‘an Act entitled an Act to regulate pro- 
eeedings in the District Court. 

‘The Chief Clerk was -instructed-to inform'the Senate of the 
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appoini tment of said committee, and request the appointment 
of a like committee on the part of the Senate. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Pease, Armstrong, Davis of 
La willie and Epperson, said committee. 

Mr. Bogart moved a call of the House : 

Carried. , 

Me. Stout moved to adjourn until half-past two o'clock 
P. M. : 

Carried, , : 


¥ 
Z £ 
Half-past 2 o’clock, P. M. ‘ 
The House met. 
The voll was called, 2 i 
quorum present. 
A quorum present 
On motion of Mr. Stout, 
The call of the House was suspended. < * : 3 i 
ia ot 
Mr, Pease, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, made the 
following report : z 


To the Hon. J, W. Henderson, 
Spea.er of the House of Repr esentaiives. 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a 
bill io be entitled “An Act tò- authorize Guardians in certain 
cases to remove the effects of their Wards from this State, to 
any otber S ate or Territory of the United Sia‘es,” have had 
the eae unde: consideration, and have prepared a general 
bilin rela ion to Guardians and Wards, entitled “An Act to 
regulate proceedings in the County Courts in relation to Guar- 
dians and Wards,” which they present herewiih, and recom- 
mend that it be adopted as a substitute. : 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize Guardians in cer- 
fain cases to remove the effects.of their Wards from this aad 
to any other State or Territory of the United States, was, - 
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On motion of Mr. Pease, 

Taken-up with the substitute and ever of the Judiciary 
Committee : 

Substitute read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Keenan, 

Ordered to be engrossed: 


Mr. Armstrong, one of the committee on the J udiciary, made 
the following report: 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An Act giving Plaintiffs in execution the 
benefit of deeds of trust and mortgages, by paying the debts 
and liabilities secured by them,” have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report the following sub- 
stitute, and recommend its adoption. 


Read and received to come in their regular order. 


Mr. Armstrong, one of the Judiciary Committee, also re- 
ported : 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referrd a bill 
with amendments, entitled “An Act to provide for the raising of - 
a jury fund,” have ‘had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the following substitute, and recommend 
its adoption. 


Read and received to come up in order. 


The substitute of the Judiciary Committtee,for the bill enti- 
tled “An Act to raise a jury fund, was taken up, 

Read’and adopted. 

Mr. Mosely moved to strike out $1 25, and insert $1 50 
cents ; 

Rejected. 

Mr. Stout moved to amend as follows: 

“And that said tax shall be paid by the plaintif, his agent or 
attorney. at the time of instituting suit :” | 

Rejected. 
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Qn motion ef Mr. Robertson, 

Ordered to be engrossed. ; 

Mr. Davis of R., offered a Reselution to go into the election 
for Public Printer : 

Read and adopted. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had adopted a Resolution fixing Thurs- 
day the 9th inst. at 11 o’clock A. M., to go into the election of 
Public Printer : which, 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

Was concurred in by the House. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to apportion the Senatorg and 
Representatives of the Legislature, among the several coun- 
ties of this State : 

Substitute read and adopted. 

Mr. Carothers moved to fill up the blank before days with 
& ten.” : 

Carried. 

Mr. Millican offered a substitute for the bill: . 

Read and rejected. 

a Davis of L., moved the previous question : 

ost. < 

Mr. White moved to to strike out Lavaca, and insert Cal- 
houn in its stead: 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

Lavaca was added to Victoria. 

Mr. Davis of L., moved the previous question : 

Lost. 

Mr. Robertson offered a substitute for the bill: 

Read and rejected. 


Mr. Willie moved the previous question : : 

Which was carried by the following vote: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, 
Davis of L., Davis, of R., DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epper- 
son, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Miller, of H., Mosely, 
McCown, Neal, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Sterne, Stout, Stewart, of Gon., Taylor, Winkler, White V il 
lie and Wren—31. 
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Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Dennis, Hardeman, Lewis, Ly- 
ons, Miller of C., Millican, :cNeill, Pease. Perry, Potter. Rains, 
Rayner, Robertsun, Shaw, Stoddard, Fruit, Webb, Walling and 
W heeler—21. 


A message was received from the Senate, informiug the 
House that the Senate had passed the following bills : — 

A bill to be entitled “An Act forthe relief of J. Harris Catlin,” 
being a substitute for the Joint Resolution of ihe House. also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Heuston 
Mechanics’ Institute; also, = > Bet Is 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the boundaries-of the 
county of Austin. i 

Th> question on the engrossment of the bill under conside- 
ration was then taken, and carried by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Carothers, Davis of L, Davis of R., DeCordova, Eddy, Epper- 
son, Fields, Goo ie, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of H., Mose- 
ly, McCown, Neal, kayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, 
Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stewart of Gon., Taylor, 
Winkler, White, Willie and Wren—35. 

Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Ed- 
wards, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, 
McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Robertson, Shaw, Truit, 
Webb, Walling and Wheeler—20. 


Leave was granted Mr. Potter to record his vote on the bill 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution. 

A bill from the Senate, entitled 4An Act to amend the seve- 
ral Acts incorporating the city of Houston: 

Read a second time. 


Mr. Bogart in the Chair. 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

The bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An Act for the relief of 
J. P. Wallace and Robert M. Williamson: 

Read a first time. 

A Joint Resolution from the Senate, on the Proviso, Siavery, 
the Tariff and the War with Mexico: 

Read a first time. , 
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A biil‘from the Senate, to be entitled “An Act to regulate the 
` issuance of certificates for land to the soldiers of-the 1st’Regi- 
ment of Infantry, of the late Republic of Texas, or te their heirs 

or assigns :” l ' 

Read, and 

Cn motion of Mr. Henderson, ; 

Ordered to lie on the table. = i - 

A Joint Reselution to de.ray the expenses of two expresses 
sent io Jasper county. a 

Mr. Willie moved its indefinite postponement :. 

Lost. i 

Mr. Willie moved its reference to the Committee on Claims 
and Accounts : 

Lost. 

Mr. Dennis moved to lay it on the table : 

Lost. 


Mr. Willie moved to lay it on the table, until the 4th day of 
July sext; 

Which motion prevailed by the following vote: 3 

Yeas — Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Carothers, 
Craicher, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R.. Edwards, Epper- 
son, Hardeman. Haynie, Miller of C., Miller of H., Pease, 
Perrğ# Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Shaw, Stout, 
Stewart of Gon., Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, 
Wheeter, White and Willie—32. l 

Nays —Messrs. Speaker, Bourland. Burroughs, DeCordova, 
Eddy, Fields, Keenan, Lewis, Mosely, McCown, MeNeill, 
Runnels, Saddler and Sterne—14. 


Mr. Willie moved a call of the House: 

Carried. à 

A quorum present. : 

On motion of Mr. DeCordova, 

‘The call was suspended. l 

A bill for the relief of those wke have purchased lots in the 
city cf Austin and tract adjoining. l 

{Ques ion on the amendment proposed by the committee on 
Public I.ands, was taken and lost. ` C’ 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The biil passed to a third reading. 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the “Milam Lib- 
eral Institute,” was 

On motion of Mr. Shaw, 

Read by its caption. 

The Question on the engrossment of the bill, was then taken 
and carried. 

A substitute for the Joint Resolution protesting against the 
United States establishing any Government within the limits 
of Texas, was 

Read and adopted, and 

On motion of Mr. McCown, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 


Report of the Judiciary Committee, ET that the 
petition of Jasper Gilbert be laid on the table : 
Read and ad«pted. 
Joint Resolution for the purpose of suppressing illegal 
Banking : 
Read a second time. 
Mr. Davis of R., moved to strike out “Joint Resolution,” and 
insert, “An Act: 
Carried, and 
On motion of Mr. Stout, 
Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
A bill to be entitled “An Act providing for the Judges @f the 
6th and 8th Judicial Districts holding Courts in the 9th Judicial 
District : 
Read a second time, and 
On motion ef Mr. Reagan, 
indefinitely postponed. 
A bill to be entitled “An Act regulating the killing of neat 
cattle, with a substitute offered by the Select Committee : 
Read and substitute adopted. 
Mr. Fields moved the engrossment of the bill: 
Carried. 
A bill to be entitled ‘An Act regulating fees and charges in 
the Public Offices of this State: 
Read a second time ; 
_Amendmeits proposed by the Select Committee adopted. and 
On motion of Mr, Armstrong, 
Referred to the ‘udiciary Committee, with ifistructions to 
report on to-morrow. 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act requiring the holders of ti- 
tles &c., to have them recorded in thé county where theland is 
situated, with a substitute offered by the Judiciary Committee : 

Read, and substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported : 

That they have examined a bill to be entitled “An Act making 
appropriations for the pro-rata pay of ‘Thomas P. Anderson, 
dsceased : also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to classify the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas: and 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the ascertainment and adjust- 
ment of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas,’ and find 
the same correctly engrossed. 


Read and accepted. 
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À bill to be entitled “An Act authorizing the Comptroller of 
Public Accounts to Audit the claims of 'Martin Glover, late 
Sheriff of Bowie county ” 

Mr. Willie moved to amend as follows: 

_ After Comptroller of Public Accounts in the first section, 
strike out the balance of the section, and insert, “is authorized to 
settle the accounts of all the Sheriffs of this- ‘State : 

Adopted. l 

Mr. Bourland moved to amend as follows? | 

After “Sheriffs,” add “and Clerks of the District Courts.” 

Carried: and, 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

Referred to the committee on Finance, with instructions to 
report as early as practicable. 


Mr. Robertson offered the following’ resolution : 

Resolved, That as a standing rule of the House, the Spedkier 
ofthe House of Representatives shall not vote except under the ~ 
8th rule of this House. 
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Read, and laid on the table one day for consideration. 
On motion of Mr. Epperson, 
The House adjourned to to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 


i 


House of Representatives, 


City of Austin, March 9th, 1848, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen/ Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis, of L., Davis. of R., 
DeCordova, Dooley Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Gaode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of C., Miilican, 
Mosely, McCown, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout Stoddard, 
Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Winkler, 
‘Wheeler, and White. 

A quorum being present, 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The House then,proceeded to business. 

A message was received: from the Senate, informing the 
House that a bill to be entitled “An Act regulating proceed- 
ings in the County Courts, relative to the estates of deceased 
persons,” had been passed by that body, with amendments. 

Mr. DeCordova presented the petition of James P. Nash, of 
the county of Galveston. 

On motion, the petition was referred to the committee ‘on 
Public Lands, without reading. f 

Mr. Stewart, of Gon., presented the petition of numerous 
citizens of the town of Seguin, relative to certain free persons 
of color. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, of Gon, the petition was refer- 
red to a select committee, without reading. l 

The Sp: aker then appointed Messrs. Stewart, of Gon., Ed- 
dy, Runnels, Rayner and Dooley, to constitnte. said commit- 
tee, - i 
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Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An Act to repeal the 18th section of an act 
entitled an act to incorporate the City of Austin, passed May 
the 11th, 1846” have had the same u.;der consideration, and 
have drawn up a substitute for the ori,inal bill which is bere- 
with presented, and recommended to the House, for its adop- 
tion. 

R«port read and received, and, together with the bill and 
: ae iaid upon the table, to come up in their regular or- 

er. 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 

The committee on State Affairs. te whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled.“An Act to provide for the election of Electors of 
President apd Vice Pre-ident of the United States,’ have had 
the same under consideration, and have instrucied me to report 
the bill back to the Hous, without amendment, and to reeom- 
mend that it be passed. 

lieport read and received, and the bill laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. 
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Mr. Keenan, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the ‘ollowing report: 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “An Act to intorporate Williamson Academy,” 
have considered the same, and would respectfully report it 
back to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Report read and received, and ihe bill laid upon the table, 
te come up ia its regular order. 
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_ Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
made the following report: l 
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The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petitio: of Allen Kellough, asking tur compensation for milita- 
ry services a.da joint resoluiion ivr his relief, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instruct d me to report 
said resolutios back to the H.use and to recommend its pas- 
sage. 

Keport read and received, and the joint resolution laid upon 
the table, to come up in its regular order. 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also made the following report: ; 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Timothy Carpenter, askinz he issuance of a patent 
to his land, have had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the accompanying joint resolution, and 


to recommend its passage. 


A “joint resolution to provide for the issuance ofa patent to 
‘Timothy Carpenter,” was 
Read a first time. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also reported as follows: j 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jesse Walker, praying for land, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report it back 
to the House, and ask io be discharged from its further consid- 
eration. 

Report read and received, and the petition laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in its regular order. - 


krie —— 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, al- 
so made the following report: 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of the heirs of William and Henry Nimmo, deceased, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed 
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me to report the petition back to the House, and ask ‘to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 

Report read and received, and the-petition-laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in its regular order. - = 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, 
also reported as follows : - Dd l 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jacob Becker, asking for a donation of land, have 
had the same under consideration, and’ have instructed mè ‘to 
report it back to the House, and ask to be discharged from its 
further consideration. 

Report read and received, and the petition laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in its regular order. 


F 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also made the following report: 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize persons who have loca- 
ted their land claims upon lands not vacant at the time of ma- 
king their locations, to lift and re-locate ihem,” have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report. 
the bill back to the House, and ask to be d scharged from its 
further consideration; inasmitich asa bill which had been pass- 
= by the Senate, having the same object, was rejected by the 

ouse. 

Report read and received, and the bill laid upon the table, to 
come up in its regular order. ; 


* 


amane 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lahds, 
also reported as follows : + 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Wm. F. Hodge, asking for land, have had the same 
. under consideration, and have’ instructed me to’ report. the bill 
- baċk to the House, and’ ask to be discharged from its further 
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consideration, ás the petitioner is entitled to his remedy in the 
courts of his country. 3 
Report read and received, and the petition laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in its regular order. i 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Publice Lands 
also made the following report: a 

The committeee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Alexander Wright, asking the confirmation of his 
headright land certificate, have had the samme under considera- 
tion..and have instructed me to report it back to the House, 
and ask that the petition be read, and that the House take such 
action thereon, as the merits of the case demand. 

Report read and received, and the petition laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in its regular order. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, 
also reported as follews:  - 

The committee on Public-Lands, to whom was referred a 
bill te be entitled “An Act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue a patent-for one league and 
one labor of land, the heagright of Dennis Gahagan, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
the bill back to the House, and to recommend its passage. 

Report read: and received, and the bill laid upon the table, 
to come up in its regular order. 


> 


Ed 
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Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report: 
The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of sundry citizens, purporting to be of the 
county of Calhoun, praying that Commissioners be appointed 
to locate their county.seat, and, knowing no reason why the 
prayer of the said petitioners should not be granted, a ma- 
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jority of the said commiftee have instructed me to report the 
enzlosed bill to the House, and to recommend its passage. 

R port read and rebeived, and the bill laid upon the table, 
to come up in its regular order. ; 


Mr. Crutcher,one of the committee on Engressed Bills, 
made the foliowing report: ; - 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a 

~ Joint resolution insiracting our Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives inthe Congress of the United S.ates, to 
use their efforts to have a law passed to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of Texas over one-half of the waters of Sabine Pass, 
Lake and River ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the Houston Ly- 
ceum 3” 

A bill to be entitled “An act,to legalize certain headright 
cer: ificates, issued by Geo. W. Miles, former Chief Justie of 
Liberty county ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to fix the times of holding the 
Dis riet Cqurts.of the Ninth Judicial Digtgict’;”, 

A bill ae entitled “An act the better to define the boun- 
‘dari ofthe county of Guadalupe ;” and 

A bill to be entitled “An act, supplementary to an act, to 
senbieh the Judicial Districts of the District Courts ; 3” and 
find the same correctly engrossed. ss 

ee 

Report read and accepted. 2 s ss 


* $ “ 


Mr. Neal, chairman of the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred a resolution in relation to the Territory East of the 
Rio Grande, and lying in the State of Texas, made the follow- 
ing report ; 


Committee Room, 
March 6th, 1848. 


To Tap Hin. J. W. Hennersoy, - 
“Speaker of the House of ee : 
The Select committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
iz relation to the territory lying east of the Rio Crande, and 
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within the limits of Texas—a bill prohibiting the location of 
land claims North of the Rio Roxo or Red River of the North— 
Also, a bill creating the county of Wishita, haye had the same 
under consideration, and respectfully submit the following re- 
ort :— ; 
. Your committee find on examination of the several subjects 
before them, that the most important proposition presentod to 
their consideration, is the simple question involving the right 
of Texas, to the district of country East of the Rio Grande, 
From the best information before your committee, they are 
strongly impressed wiih the opinion, that, to doubt for a mo- 
ment the claim of Texas to said territory, would not only ap- 
pear absurd to every Texian, but it would be striking a blow 
at the fundamental principles upon which our government is 
erected, and questioning the validity of treaties, decrees and 
established laws. f 
That Texas, since her organization as a nation,includes 
within her limits all that ` portion of territory of New Mexico, 


“lying east and north of the Rio Grande, has never until re- 


cently, been questioned; and then, not upon any principle of 
right or justice, but merely brought forward by our political 
opponents of the north, as an argument against Texas and 
against the war of thé United States, with Mexico. , 

Your committee cannot conceive it necessary at this late 
day, to enter into a protracted argument, to prove, or show, 
upon what ground, the claims of Texas to this territory are 
based—these facts have long since been made known and pro- 
snulgated to the world, by acts of conquest, by treaty, by law, 
and by occupancy. «Texas by the prowess of her arms, con- 
quered all the country east of the Rio Grande—drove west of 
said river to the Mexican army,.and afterwards held peacea- 
ble possession and occupied the same up to the present time. 
It is true that frequent predatory excursions have been made 
by Mexico within the limits of our State, but they have al- 
ways been promptly met by the military force of Texas, and 
driven back beyond the Rio Grande. 

if upon no other consideration than the very fact of revolu- 
tion and conquest, the claim of Texas to this territory, is, in the 
opinion of your committee, incontrovertible, and should be 
sustained at- all hazards.. The. right of territory contained 
within the boundaries of a State, as established at the change 
of government, whether by -reyolution or conquest, (to give 
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confidence to its mitinens) ought to belong to, and should be 
the sole and unequivocal property -of said conquered or. revo- 
lutionized State. 

How near this doctrine may conform to'the universal ae 
lished principles of other nations, and in other ages ot the 
world, is not for your committee to enquire. It is the present 

and the future upon which they haye to act, and to deliberate. 
As the world progresses, and becomes more enlightened, new 
ideas and new pr inciples should be adopted, so as to conform 
to the genius of the age in which men live.. 

The defeat and complete overthrow of the Mexican ` army 


at the battle of San Jacinto, in 1836, and a treaty subsequently 


made by and between Gen. Santa Anna, then President and 
Dictator of the Republic of Mexico, and the authorities of the 
Texian Government—conceding | to the latter the exclusive 
right to all territory east of the Rio Grande—should be suffi- 
cient evidence to convince a candid and impartial world of the’ 
justice of our claim to said territory. This treaty having been 
ratified on the part of. Mexico, by Gen Santa Anna, who, by 
thejconsent or submission of the Mexican nation, was the sole 
government himself, possessing all power, under the most 
solemn obligations, and when at perfect liberty, declared that 
the Rio‘“@tande should be the south thawestern boundary of 
Texas. 

In the same year, at the first session of.Congress after the 


‘adoption of the Constitution of the Republic of Texas, a law 


was passed, defining the boundaries of the Republic of Texas. 
That law was approved December 18, 1836, and declaredghat. 
the Rio Grande, from its mouth to the source of the principal 
stream of said river, thence due north to the 42d-degree of 
north latitude, &c., should be the boundary line of Texas sand 
from that date, both the civil and political jurisdiction of Rex- 
as have been extended over the greater portion of said*terri- 
tory. Our Constitution and laws were proclaimed and pro- 
mulgated to the people inhabiting the Rio Crande valley. ‘Our 
troops occupied the country, not only between the Nueces and 
Rio Grande, but penetrated high up onsaid river: yet on ac- 
count of numerous bands of various Indians who traversed this 
uninhabited territory, our intercourse was notso frequent with 
those settlements, as was desired even by these people. - 

: It must be fresh in the recollection of all Texians,. that con- 
‘nae solicitations were made by the citizens residing on the 
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vailey of the Rio Grande, that we should incorporate them, 
and favs they should become organized under our laws and iu- 
sti 1.iuns——addresses and petitions were sorwarded to our gov- 
ernment from Santa Fé and various other towns situated on 
the Bio Grande, praying that thé Constitution and laws of 
Texas should be extended over said country. This continued 
apoisaiion for aid and assistance from our governmen!—ex- 
hibiting on the part of these people a desire to enjoy its liberal 
institutions, gave rise to {he memorable Santa Fé expedition, 
which terminated so unsuccessfully and unprofitably to.our 
government, but not forthe want of skill or ability on the part 
of our troops; but by the perfidious conduet of an American, 
who (united with the treachery and duplicity of a Mexican 
oiicer commanding the station at Santa Fé,} betrayed the ex- 
peci-ion to the military commandant of that place. 

‘sus was the government of Texas for a time foiled in car- 
ry“ out the intention and spirit of the Consfitution and laws 
oi the Republic, and from further complying wiih the request 
o h- inhabitants of that portion of our Republic who desired ' 
tha the jurisdiction of Texas shonld be extended over them. 

Fas impoverished condition of the country, and, the disas- 
trond results of her financial affairs, are the oni žo nclusive 
reasons why the organization of that portion of of*Staie has 
be. i: so long procrastinated. 

in reply to the arguments advanced by some of the leading 
statesmen af the United States, in opposition to the right of 
Tex:s tothe territory between the Nueces and Rio Grande, 
yonhr committee would remark in addition to what they have 
heretofore stated, that. independently of the occupancy and set- 
tlemeat of Corpus Christi, several families which immigrated 
to ‘Ecxas as colonists under Beats contract, being annoyed by 
Ingia- and other difficulties arising in said colony, removed 
lower down, on the east side of the Rio Grande. and formed 
seti;ements in the vicinity of Matamoros, and on the west end 
of Padre’s Island These, people have always declared them- 
selves Texians,—proved up their headright certificates under 
the laws of Texas, and located the same upon the lands on 
which -they have ‘resided. From the time ol the retreat of 
Gen. Filisola in 1836, to the occupancy of the country west of 
the Nueces by Cen. Taylor in 1845, not a month elapsed in 
which there was not a Texian force encamped somewhere on 
the territory between the Nueces and Rio Grande. These 


oR 


@ 


-977 


troops roamed unmolested over this desert prairie, and repeat- . 
edly planted the lone star banner -upon the banks of the river 
that formed our extreme southwestern boundary, to wit: the 
R-o Grande. 

Your committee considering ail the facts before them, are 
convinced that said territery is within the limits of Texas, and 
from its vast importance to the State, immediate steps should 
be taken`to prevent future difficulty, and contention, as to its 
true boundary. , Under the present state of things, Texas should 
avail herself of the earliest opportunity to extend her jurisdic- 
tion over that country, and to adopt such measures as will se- 
cure her rights to said territory, and at the same time promote 
the interest and welfare of the inhabitants who reside within its 
limits. . À 

This district of country from a point on Red River, one hun- 
dred degrees West Longitude, to the Passo del Norte, North 
contains about 228,000 square miles. The greater portion of 
which is valueless ; notwithstanding, there isa vast quantity 
of table lands of superior quality—innumerable valleys of allu- 
vial and other,fertile lands; still the quantity.of good land is 
not in prope@rion -to other parts of the Stategnearer the seaboarél. 
It is stated ‘Upon good authority, that this*region of Texas con- 
tains some of the richest silver mines in the world, which will 
be sought after with great avidity, and open wide fields for the 
speculator and enterprising miner. This is the only portion of 
the public domain left to Texas after her land claims are satis- 
fied, out of which to pay her public debt, the greater portion 
lying below this line now vacant, being absolutely worthless, 
save for flocks and herds. . 

This district of country contains a population of some thirty 
or fort? thousand inhabitants, who are chicfiy Mexicans, @ 
who live.in towns or ranchos along the margin of the } 
Grande. Their principle occupation consists in mining, culti- 
vating the vine, herding of flocks, and now and then-engaged 
in an inconsiderable traffic or trade to Independence, Missonri. 

These people at the present time, are living under their 
ancient laws and customs. A considerable American popula- 
tion. under the protection of the American army, have, and 
will continue to pour into this country, and no doubt mix with 
the natives. This American population will not submit to, or 
respect the Mexican laws, or-conform to their usages—they will 
not be satisfied to live without Government—interést—ambition, 
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and the spirit of enterprize, will prompt them to set up a Gov- 
ernment lor themselves, anl at this time it is asserted that they 
are doing so, with the intention of claiming admission into the 
American Union during the present session of Congress. It is 
true, that no new State can be formed out of Texas territory” 
without the consent of Texas ; yet, unless Texas by some vigor- 
ous act, plants herselfimmoveably upon her rights, all objections 
on her part against the creation of a new State within her terri- 
iory, will melt away before consideration of State policy. Our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress might protest against 
such an outrageous infraction of the “Joint Resolution ;” yet, 
when the application is made no one can foretell the result.— 
This State might claim admission as a free State: she will have 
three votes to cast for President, consequently both of the great 
political parties in the United States, will feel a deep interest in 
urging her speedy admission. The great American purpose is 
fixed. Jts course is onward, and nothing can withstand its 
mighty influence. All the Mexican States bordering on the 
valley of the Rio Grande, perhaps in all Mexico, must and will 
eventually fall into the American Union; no-force, no obstacle, 
can stay or direct its uninterrupted advancemeéiityand the ex- 
tension of civil libeffy over the Western contities: 

What action Texas should- take in a question of so much im- 
portance, involving so many many principles connected with 
her dearest interest, requires serious reflection. A mere declara- 
tion, however energetic, will pass away unheeded. And why 
should it not? So many thousand of the human family let ` 

‘without the advantages of Government,—citizsns following 
their various calling, possessing property, families, and all 
things dear to life, wonid soon be induced to attach themselves 
4ggsome other Government for protection. The only act deemed 

Mos effectual to promote tbis grand object, would be, to organ- 
ize these people as citizens of Texas, under our constitution 
and laws. Give to them and their children an interest in our 
liberal and wholesome institutions, secure to them their claims 
to their personal property and their homes. Do this under the 
protection of the American arms, and these people will yield a 
willing obedience to our authority. The most feasible and cer- 
iain plan, is to organize a county and create a Judicial District, 
wifh jurisdiction co-extensive with other Judicial Districts of the 
State, but confined solely to this county. A Judge should be 
selected for this purpose, who possesses talent and acquainted 
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with the Spanish language. and a man of fearless and energetic 
character. One who would exercise the duties of his office 
with discretion and impartiality, and at the same time, enforce 
the law with vigor and humanity. These people should be re- 
ceived as citizens, and permitted to have a voice in the.councils 
of the State. They should. be entitled to one representative in 

' the lower House of the Legislature of Texas, at the next ses- 
sion of this body. 

The location and surveying of all lands within said county 
should be suspended, until more accurate knowledge of the 
county could be obtained. ` i 

All officers whose functions are not inconsistent with ow in- 
stitutions, aud all laws now in force, shuld be continued until 
superceeded by a thorough and full organization under our 
Government. i 


If demanded, the Governor should be authorized and empow- 
ered during the recess of ihe Legislature, to give the assent of 
Texas to tne creation of a new State, upon such terms and 
conditionsas shall hereafter be provided for bylaw. For it would 
just,to delay the right of those people to a speedy ad- 
to the Union, provided it could be effected so’as to 
views of the Texian people. ; 

` From their remote situation, any organization or assistance, 

which we could render them, would be imperfect, and not meet 
the ends for which government was designed. Should we extend 
so them every facility within the power of our State to accom- 
plish that object, and they should refuse to accept our proposi- 
tions, and set up a Government for themselves, and refuse to 
yield obedience to our authorities and laws, then we should pro- 
vide effectually for enforcing our laws, and maintainin 
sovereignty of our State to the soil. co. 
All organized resistance should be declared treason, and rebel- 
lion should be suppressed by the Executive of the State, and if 
necessary, be should be authorized to call out and military force, 
sufficient to put down all seditions and infringements of the 
Constitution and laws of this State. i 
- Should -this county be organized as recommended by your 
committee, the revenues arising from taxation and other resour- 
ces would more than reimburse the State for all expenditures 
made in extending our jurisdiction over said territory. 
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Should our rights to this portion of the State be neglected and 
not consummated before the meeting of the next Legislature, 
that country must and will inevitably be lost to the State. 

Your committee, after giving the subject all the considera- 
tion within their power, will conclude their deliberations, by 
recommending the passage of the accompanying bill, as a sub- 
stitute for the several bills before them ; all of which is respect- 
fully submitted. l 

l B. F. NEAL, Chairman, 


Report read and received, and together with the Resolution, 
laid upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 
Fi 


Mr. Allen made the following report. 

The Select Committee, raised by thé Senate and House of 
Representatives, to confer respecting the amendment made by 
the House to a Resolution of the Senate, authorizing the com- 
mittees on Contingent Expenses of the two Houses, to contract 
with some suitable person to take charge of thg. Gapitol, &c., `- 
respectfully report, that after conference in J oint Qoipmittee, it 
was deemed advisablë that the House should recede from its 
amendment, striking out the words “some suitable person,” 
and inserting “the Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives,” 
which is submitted by your committee, with a recommendation 
that it be adopted. 


[ Signed, | JAMES L. ALLEN, Chairman, 
On the part of the House. 
[Signed,] EDWARD BURLESON, Chairman 
itp. Of the Committee of the Senate. 
‘Report read and adopted. 


On motion of .My. McCown, : 
The House took a recess of twenty minutes. i 


l 


The House met, pursuant to adjournment. i 
The Roll was called, and o- 
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A quorum, being present, 
The House proceeded to business. 


Mr. Burroughs made the following report: = 


The Committee of Conference on the part of House, and 2 
like Committee on the part of the Senate, have met and consid- 
- ered a bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of those persons 
who are indebted to.the State on account of Public Dues, paya- 
ble in Promissory Notes ;” and have been unable to agree, and 
request that they be discharged from a further consideration of 
the subject. ; 


[Signed] JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 

[Signed] R. M. WILLIAMSON, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 


Report read and received, and the bill laid apon the table, 
to come up in its regular order. 


£ 


On motign of Mr. McCown, $ 

A committee was appointed to wait upon the Senate, and 
inform them that the House was ready to go inte the election 
of Public Printer. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. McCown and Bryan to 
constitute said committee. 

Mr. Carothers moved that a committee be appointed to wait 
upon Mr. Renfro, and receive his vote for Public Printer. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Davis, of Robertson, moved that a somites be: ap- 
pointed to wait upon Mr. Lyons, and receive his vote-for Pip- 
liċ Printer. ~ 

Motion carried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Davis of Robertson and 
Burroughs, to wait upon Mr. Renfro; Messrs. Walling and 
Dennis, to waitupon Mr. Lyons: and Messrs. Millican aa n 
Railey, to wait upon Messrs. Irion and Lott. l 

The committee appointed to wait upon the Senate, and i in- 
form them that the House was ready to go into the election of 
Public Printer, returned, and reported the duty assigned them . 
pertormee: i 
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His Excellency, the Lieut. Governor, and the Hon. Senate, 
were announced at the bar of the House. er 

His Excellency, the Lieut. Governor, was invited to a seat 
on the right of the Speaker, and the Hon. Senators to seats 
prepared for them. - . i 

The following proposals, from Messrs. Cruger & Moore, for 
printing the Laws and Journals of the present session of th 
Legislature, were read : >. n 


Austin, March 7th, 1848. 


To the Honorable, the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives : 


Gentlemen—— 


In accordance with a resotution of your Hon. Bodies to elect 
a Public Printer, to print the Laws and Journals of the Legis- 
lature, we submit, for your consideration, the terms upon which 

_ we are willing to do said work, to wit: 


We will print correctly the Laws and Journals of the Second 
Legislature, as required by law, including folding, stitching 
and triming—in fact all the necessary work to be performed 
by the book-binder, (as we have a good establisnment in con- 
nection withour Printing Office,) atthe rate of one-third of one 
cent per page; which will male a volume, of one hundred 
pages, cost the State thirty three (38c.) f 
As a general disseminatien of the laws is much desired, we 
propose to print, without any extra charge being made therefor, 
all the laws of a general character in the “Telegraph,” whicb, 
from its extensive circulation, will bring within. the reach of 
almost every citizen of the State, the means of understanding 
the laws under which they live—where, otherwise, they will 
be found only, in the possession of the judicial officers of the 
State. 
The undersigned would further add, that, if elected by your 
Hon. boby, they are prepared to commence the work without 
- delay, (having on hand all the negessary materials} and are 
‘ready and willing, to give bonds of, from one to ten thousand 
dollars, as may be required, to print in a neat, correc, (in ac- 
cordance with the copy.) and workmanlike manner, the Laws 
and Journals; and to have the volume of lhe laws of a general 
_character, ready for delivery within twenty days after the receipt 
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of the last manuscript copy tiecessary for the completion of the 
volume. ` 


All of which is respectfully submitted. o.. 
[Signed] CRUGER & MOORE, 
. m Publishers of the Telegraph. 


‘The following Proposals from Messrs. Cronican, Miner & 
Cummings, for printing the Laws and Journals of the present - 
session of the, Legislature, were then opened and read : ‘ 


Texas Democrat Office, 
Austin, March 7th, 1848. > 


` To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of Texas, now 
in session : 

The undersigned would most respectfully submit to your - 
Hon. body, the following proposals for the Public Printing, 
viz :— i 

We will print, on good paper, in a neat, correct and unexcep~ 
tionable manner, and within the time prescribed by law, the 
Laws and Journals of the present session—to include folding, 
cutting, stitching and trimming, and getfing them ready for 
delivery—at the rate of one-third of a cent, per page. 

_ Very respectfully, 
[Signed]; CRONICAN, MINER & CUMMINGS. 


—8 


The following Proposals, from Charles De Morse, Esq., for 
printing the Jouruals of the first session of the Legislature .of 
the State of Texas, were then opened and read: 


Austin, March 7th, 1848. 

To the Speaker’ of the House of Representatives:—  ..- > 

The undersigned, a candidate for a portion of the Public 
Printing, under the provision of the law authorizing the recep- 
tion of separate bids, for different portions ofthe work, hereby’, 
proposes to print, fold and stitch, the Journals of the first-ses-* 
sion of the Legislature, at one-half cent per page—doing the. 
work in good style. on superior paper, and with new type.. 

Respectfully, 
[Signed] CHARLES Ds MORSE. 
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The following Proposals, from Messrs. Logan & Sterne, for’ 
printing the Journals of both Houses of the Legislature, or 
either House, for the session of 1846, were then opened and 
read: - 

To the Hon. the chairman ofthe committee, of the Legislature, 
on Public Printing :— 

The undersigned, publishers of the “ Victoria: Advocate,” 
propose to publish the Jonrnals of both Houses of the Legis- 
lature, or either House, for the session of 1846, at 2-3 cents per 

age. 4 ` 


[Signed] LOGAN & STERNE. 


The following Proposals, from Wm. H. Cushney, Esq.. for 
printing the Laws and Journals of the present Legislature, 
were then opened and read— ee 

Austin, Feb. 7th, 1848. 


_To the Hon. the Senate and House of Representatives : 

Gentlemen— 

- The undersigned respectfully proposes. and hereby stipulates 
and agrees, to print, on good paper, and within the time prescri- 
bed by law, and fold, stitch and trim, without extra charge, the 
Laws of the present Legislature, at the price and rate of one-third 
of one cent per page. And he also hereby proposes and,stipulates, 
and agrees, to print, on good paper, and within the time pre- 
scribed by law,and fold and stitch, and trim, without extra 
charge, the Journals of both Houses of the present Legislature, 
at the price and rate of one-third of one centperpage. He would 
further remark, that, if chosen Public Printer, he contemplates 
the establishment of a newspaper at the seat of government; in 
which he will be able to give publicity to the laws, as fast as 
they are put in type, without any charge to the State. 

The undersigned can submit these propositions, with no bet- 
ter assurance, that the work will be by him jaithfully and 
promptly executed, than he believes is afforded by the . manner 

: ła which he has heretofore performed his duties as Public 
Printer. is 

* He willbe ready to enter into bond, if these .propositions 

should be accepted by the Legislature. ~ - ~ 
Very respectfully. 
[Signed] WM. H. CUSHNEY. 
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-On motion of Mr. Davis, of Liberty, 

The House first proceeded to the election ofa Public Printer 
or Printers, to print the Laws and Journals of the. present Le- 
gislature. 

The Chief Clerk then called the roll of the Houserand Messrs. 
Cruger & Moore received the votes of the following members : 


Messrs. Speaker Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, 
Davis of L., Davis of R. DeCordova, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fiel ids, Goode, Keenan, Lott Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Mosely; McCown, Pease, Perry, Rains, Renfro, Reagan. Sad- 
dler,: hannon, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Wink- 
ler and Wheeler—33. 


Mr. Cushney received the votes of the following members : 


Messrs, Bourland, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Haynie, Irion, 
Le is, Millican, Roberison, Railey, Runnels and Willie—12. 


Messrs. Logan & Sterne recerved the votes of the follo wing 
members: 


Messrs. Allen, Neal, Sterne and Stewart of Gon—4. 


Messrs. Cronican, Miner & Cammings, received the votes of 
the following members: 

Messrs. Donley. Eddy, Hardeman, McNeill, Potter, Rayner, 
Shaw, Webb, and White—9. 

On joint vote of both Houses, M essrs. Cruger & Moore re- 
ceived 47 votes: 

Mr. Cush-iey received 16 votes: 

Messrs. Cronican, Miner and Cummings, received 9 votes ; 
and Messrs. Logan & Sterne received 4 votes. 

Messrs, Cruger & M»vore having received a majority of ‘all 
' the votes given, were declared, bythe Speaker, duly and Con- 
stitutionally electd Public Printers for the State of Texas, for 
the term of two years. 

Oo motion of Mr. Allen, the proposals of Messrs. Logan & 
Sterne. for printing the Journals of the first Legislature, were 
withdrawn. 

The proposal of Mr. De Morse then being the only one be- 
fore the House, for printing the J ournals of the first Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr. Carothers moved that he, (Mr. DeMorse,) be declared 
elected by acclamation. 

Motion lost. 


~ 
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On a call of the roll of the House by the Chief - Clerk, Mr. 
De Morse received the votes of the following members : 

Messrs. Speaker. Armstrong, Bogart. Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Carothers,Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie. Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller of C.. Miller of H., Mil. 
lican. Mosely, McCown, Perry, Potter, Rains, Raynor, “Rea 

gan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Shannon. Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Winkler, Wheeler and 
White—45. 

Mr. “No” received one vote. 

On the joint vote of both Houses, 

Mr. DeMorse received 63 votes; which being a majority of 
all the votes given, he was declared, by the Speaker, to be duly 
and constitutionally elected Public Printer, to print the Jour- 
nals of the lst Legislature of the State of Texas. 

The Senate then returned to their Chamber. * 

Mr. McNeill introduced the following resolution: 

' “Resolved, That the Legislature of the State of Texas adjourn 
sine die, on Monday, the 20th inst.” 

Mr. Willie moved to amend the resolution as follows: 

Add, after the word “that,” “the Senate concurring.” 

Amendment ado pted. 

Mr. Willie moved a reconsideration of the vote, which was 
given on yesterday, on the engrossment of a bill to be entitled 
“An act to provide for the apportionment of representation 
among the several counties of this State.” 

Mr. Bogart moved thata call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 

Mr. Lyons was exeused from answering to the call of his 
name. ` 

‘On motion of Mr. Walling, the call of the House was sus- 
pended. ` 
Me Robertson moved that the motion be laid upon the ta- 
ble 

Motion lost. 

Question—Shall the vote of the House, which was given on 
yesterday, on the engrossment of a bill to ‘be entitled “An act to 
provide for the apportionment of representation among the sev- 
eral counties of this State,” be reconsidered ? 

The yeas and nays were called, on the reconsideration of 
the vote, and stood as follows: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Burroughs, Bryan, Crittcher, Dennis, 
Edwards, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Miller of.C.,,. McNeill, 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Shaw, 
Stoddard, Truit, Webb, Walling, Wheeler, White,and Wil- 
lie-—26. ek i 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley. Eddy, 

pperson, Fields, Goode, Keenan, Miller of H, Mosely, Mc 


Cown, Reagan, Runnels, Sadler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stew- 
-art of Gon., Taylor, Winkler and Wren—27. 


The House refused to reconsider the vote, 
. On motion of Mr. Stout, 
The House then adjourned until 2 o’clock, p. m. 


2.o'clock, p- m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; 

The roll was called, and 

A quorum being present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell,” was ta- 


ken up, l 
‘ Read a third time and passed. : 
A bill to be entitled “An att to regulate proceedings in the 


_ County Courts, relative to the estates of deceased persons, to- 
gether with the amendments thereto, proposed by the Senate, 
were taken up, and the 

Amendments read. 

Mr. Pease moved that the House refuse to concur in the Ist, 
2d, 3d, 4th; 5th, 6th, 7th, Sih, l4th, 16th, 17th, 2ist and 22d 
amendments of the Senate. 

Motion carried. . ; T 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, pe 

The committee of conference, raised on yesterday, to confer 
with a like committee on the part of the Senate, in reference to 
a bill to be entitled “An act regulating proceedings in the Dis- 
trict Court,” were instructed to take into consideration, also, a 


988 


bill to be entitled “An act to regulate proceedings in the Coun- 
ty Courts.” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the several acts incor- 
porating thesCity of Houston,” was taken up, 

Read_a third time and passed. 

Abill to be entitled “Anact to classify the Public Debt of . 
the State of Texas,” was taken up, and =: 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were CAUER on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, ae canes Bourland, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Rob- 
ertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, 
Stewart of Gon., Taylor, Walling and Winkler—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R, 
Edwards, Lewis, Miller of C., Millican, Mosely, Pease, Per- 
ry, Rains, oe Reagan, Sterne, Truit, Webb, Wheeler and 
White—19 

So the bill was passed. 


A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the liquidation 
and adjudication of the Public Debt of the State of Texas,” 
was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
- bill, and stood thus: 


Yeas—Messrs. Bourland, Bryan, DeCordova, Dooley, Ed- 
dy, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, McCown, McNeill. Neal, Rains, 
Robertson, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Stew- 
art of Gonzales, Taylor, Truit, Walling and Winkler—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Burroughs, 
Carothers, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R. “Edwards, Goode, 
Keenan, Miller of C., Millican, Mosely, Pease, Perry, Ray- 
ner, Reagan, Sterne, Webb, Wheeler and Dee 

So the bill was passed. 


Mr. McNeill, by leave, introduced a bill to PBs entitled “An 
act to make valid the acts of John D. Banton, as Clerk of the 
District Court of the county of Walker,” — 


i 989 


Bill read a first time l ae 

On motion, ` 

The rule of the House, which requires bills a, read on 
three several days, was suspended. i 

The bill was then read a second time, and, 

On motion, : 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, 

"T'he rule was further suspended, and. the bill - 

Read a third time and passed. i 
Mr. Bnrroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined— 
A bill to be entitled “An act.to create the county of William- 
son :” 
A bill to be entitled “An act authorizing Jacob F. Winfree 
to adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his lawful child 2” 
A bill to be entitled “An act to establish a State Penitentia- 
R 
A bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Isaac D Tar ži 
and, 
A bill tobe entitled “An act incorporating the Houston Me- 
chanics’ Institute :” 
And find the same correctly enrolled; and, having been 
signed by the Speaker of the Hou.e of Representatives, and 
the President of the Senate, they were, this day, presented 1 to 
His Excellency the Governor for his approval. 
Report read and a 


r 


A bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of purchasers of 
Austin City Lots, and Lots on the tract adjoining,’ was ta- 
ken up, 

Read a third time and mei 

Mr. Haynie in the chair. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Alfred J mao 
was taken up. : 

On motion of Mr. Pease, 

The bill was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
thata bill to be entitled ‘An act to create and -organize the 
county of Santa Fé :” 
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And abill to be entitled “An act’to establish the Eleventh 
Judicial District?’ had been passed by that body. 

A “Joint¥resolution for the relief of Stewart Perry,” 

‘Was-taken up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the. 
joint resolution, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Burroughs, Bryan. 
Carothers, Davis. of L., Davis of Rẹ DeCordova, Dooly, &p- 
person, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Miller 
of C, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Rains, Robert- 
son, Shannon, Stout, Stoddard, Sterne, Stewart of Gon., Tay- 
lor, Truit, Wheeler, and White—33. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Crutcher, Dennis. 
Eddy, Fields, Millican, Pease, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, 
Shaw, Webb, Walling, and Willie—15. 

So the joint resolution was passed. 


Mr. Webb moved that the bill from the Senate, to be entitled 
“An act to Greate and organize the county of Santa Fé,” be 
taken up. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a first time. 

On motion, 

The rule of the House, which requires bilis to be read on 
ibree several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

On motion, 

The ,bill was referred to the committee on Federal Rela- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

‘The bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An act to establish 
the Eleventh Judicial District ofthe State of Texas,’ was then 
taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion, 

The rule of the House, which requires bills ic be read on 
three several days, was suspended. 

‘The bill was then read a second time. 

On motion, 
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The bill was referred to the committee on Pj Rela- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, ag j 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Luis Sanchez” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second. time. 

On motion the bill was passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, - 

The rule of the House, Tequiring bills to be read on three 
several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the bill, 
and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Crutch- 
er, Davis of Liberty, Davis of Robertson, DeCordova, Dooley, 
Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lewis, Miller of C., Mosely {McCown, McNeill, Neal, Potter, 
Rains, Reagan, Robertson, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, 
Taylor, Troit, Walling, Winkler, and White—35. 

Na ys—Messrs, Bourland, Carothers, Dennis, Millican, Ray- 
ner, Badldler, Shaw, Stewart of Gonzales, Webb, and Wheel- 
er—10. 

So the bill was passed. 


Mr. Fields moved totake from the table and refer to the 
committee on Public Lands, a bill to be entitled “an act to 
regulate theissusance of certificates for land to the sol- 
diers of the 1st regiment ofinfantry of the late eke of 
Texas,” 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of the w jdow and 
heirs of Dr. Thomas P. Anderson,” 

Was-taken. up, and 

Read a third time. 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of .the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry an, 
Crateher, Davis of L.. DeCordova,. Dooley, Epperson, Fields, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of C. ; Mosely; Me- 
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Cown, } Moge, 7 Neal, ‘Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Shan- 
non, Shaw.gSterne, Stout, Truit; Walling and Winkler—31. 
Nays—Messrs. Burroughs, Carothers, Dennis, Eddy, Goode, 
Millican, o Perry, Runnels, Saddler, Stoddard, Taylor, 
Webb, ‚Wheeler, and White—15. 
So the bill was passed. 


Mr. Robertson moved that a call of the House be aes 

Motion carried. 

On motion. 

Mr. Miller of Houston was excused from answering to the 
oe of his name. 

A “Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts, to issue warrants, paying A. B. 
Gray for services in running and marking the eastern bounda- 
ry line of Texas,” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Sterne moved that a call of the House be made. ' 

Motion carried. 

The roll was called, and a quorum found present. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

The call of House was suspended. 

Question—Shall the Joint Resolution, now under consider- 
ation of the Heuse, be finally passed? 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of 
the Joint Resolution, and stood thus: ; 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Crutcher; Davis of L., DeCordova, Dooley, Epperson, Fields; 
Hardeman, Haynie, Kevin: Lewis, Mller‘otC., Mosely, Me- 
Cown, McNeill, Neal, Potter, Rains, Robertson, Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Truit, Walling, White and Winkler— 
3l. 

Nays Mestis. Burroughs, Carothers, Dennis, Eddy, Goode, 
Millican, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Runnels, Saddler, Stoddard, 
Taylor and Webb—14. 


So the Joint Resolution was passed. 
& 


On motion of Mr. Dooley, 
The House then adjourned, until to-morrow morning, 9 
o'clock. 


-æ 
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House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, March 10, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to saearament 
The roll was called, 
And the following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., Dennis, Dooley, Ed- 
wards, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, 
Lort, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H.; Millican, Mosely, Mc- 
Cown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Reberteon, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Stoddard, Stewart of Gonzales, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Win- 
kler, Wheeler and White. 


A quorum present. 


The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
The House then proceeded fo business. 


Mr. Bogart presented the petition of Joseph T,- Turner, a- 
citizen of Peters’ colóny and of Denton county. 

Pétition read, and 

On motion, . : 

Referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that a bill to be entitled “an act defining the marital 
rights of-partiés;” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to regulate the time of holding 
Coiirts in the fourth Judicial District: a 

A bill io be entitled “an act authorizing and requiring the 
Commissioners Courts of counties to regulate roads, appoint 
overseers, &c,’ with amendments. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the city of Na- 
cogdoches,” with amendments. 

À bill to be entitled “an act to regulate proceedings in cases 
of forcible entry ; and detainer.” 

A “Joint Resolution confirming a certificate for one. league 
and one labor ofland issued to John VanderWorth by the 
Board of Land Commissioners of Austii county, atid 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 3rd section of an 
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act punishing crimes and misdemeanors, approved, December 


the 21st, 1836.” 


Mr. Fields made the following report: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled “an act authorizing and requiring the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts to settle the Accounts of Martin Glover, 
late Sheriff of Bowie county,” together with certain amend- 
ments, adopted by the House, have had the said bills and a- 
mendments under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the substitute for the bill and amendments, herewith 
submitted, and to recommed it to the favorable consideration 
of the House, 

Report read and received, and the bill, amendments and sub- 
stitute laid upon the table to come up in their regular order. 


— 


Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements.to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act to authorize John H. Rea- 
gan and his associates, to construct a turnpike road from the 
town of Buffalo on the Trinity river, across the bottom to the 
highland in the direction of the town of Corsicana,” have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to report it back 

‘to the House with an amendment, and torecommend its pas- 
sage. i 

Report read and received, and the bill and amendment laid 

upon the table, to come up in their regular order. 
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Mr. Robertson, one of the committee on Military Affairs 
made the following report: 

The committee on Military Affairs to whom was referred 
the proceedings of a public meeting of the citizens of Victoria 
relative to a National Road to California; and the proceedings 
of a public meeting of the citizens of the county .of Gonzales on 
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the same subject; and a resolution instructing said committee 
to enquire into the facts, &c., ofthe expedition of ‘Brig. Gen. 
E. H. Tarrant in June, A. D. 1841, and to report thereon, by 
bill or otherwise, have had the several matters before them, 
and beg leave to report them back to the House, and ask to 
be discharged from their further consideration. 

Report read and received, and laid upon the table to come 
in its regular order. — 


— 


Mr. Reagan, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
made the following report : a 

The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled “an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson.” have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report it back to the House and to recommend its passage. - 

Report read and received, and the bill laid upon the table to 
come up inits regular order. 


mmeo 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public. Lands 
also made the following report : 

The committee on Public Lands to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the 11th section of an act 
entitled an act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to 
provide for issuing patents to legal claimants,” have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to Teport a 
substitute for the original bill, and to recommend its adoption 
and passage. 

Report read and received, and the bill and substitute laid 
upon the table to come up in their regular order. 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, 
also reported as follows: 

THe committee on Public Lands to . whom was. referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to reserve certain lands from loca- 
_ tion,” have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
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structed me fo report the accompanyiug substitute to the 
Honuse‘and tewecommend its adoption and passage. 

Report read and received, and the bili and substitute laid 
upon the table to Come up in their regular order. 


Dy * 


~ 


Mr. Reagan, chairman of the commmittee on Public Lands 
also made the folowing report; 

The committee on PubHe Lands to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “an act to amend anact to incorporate the 
city of New Braunfels, passed the 11th of May, A, D. 1846,” 
have had the same under consideration and have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House and to recommend its 
passage. 

Report read and réceived, and the bill laid upon the table 
to come up in its regular order. 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report: : 

‘The committee on County Boundaries, io whom was referred 
a bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An Act to provide-for 
fixing the Seat of Justice of Dallas county ;” have had the 
same onder consideration, and a majority of said committee, 
have insiructed me to report the same back to the House, and 
to respecifully recommend lis passage. 

Report received, and the bill laid upon the table to come up 
jnits regular order. 


Mr. Grnicher, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the folowing report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An Acito apportion the Senators and Representa- 
tives of the Legislature among the several counties in this 
State 7"—A “Preamble and Joint Resolutions ;*—A bill to be 
entitled “An Act providing for the payment of Jurors 7 —A bill 
to be entitled “An Act to Incorporate the Milam Liberal Insti- 


` 397 = 


tute °—A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the town 
of Indian Point *—A bill to be entitled “An Act requiring 
the owners of, and claimants to land in Cass county, to have 
their titles and and muniments of titles, recerded In Cass 
county ;"—A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize the Gom- 
missioner General of the General Land Office of the State of 
Texas, to issue Patents to the different counties in this State for 
School purposes;’—A bill to be entitled An Act to change 
ths name of Hn. Connor, te Hn. Valentine Dalton, and to make 
him the lawful heir ef Valentine T. Dalton ;’—and, a bill te be 
entitled “An Act te make valid the acts of John D. Banton, as 
Clerk of the District Court of Walker county ;” and find. the 
same correctly engrossed. .- 
Report read and accepted. 


Mr. Borroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills. made the following report: 


The commitiee on Enrolled Bilis, have examined a bill to be 
entitled “An Act regulating sequestration ;” 

A bül tabe entied “An Act to define the boundaries of 
Austin county ;, and j 

- A bil to be entitled “An Act to reduce to its constitutional 

size, define the boundaries, and permanently locate the county 
seat of Henderson county;” and find the same correctly enrolled; 
and having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the President of fhe Senate, they were this. day 
presented to His Excellency the Governor, for his approval. 

Report read and accepted. 


Mr. Millican introduced the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That a.committee be raised, to examine the condi- 
tion of the Adjutant General’s Office, and report to this House 
as early as practicable : 

Resolution read and adopted. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Millican, Bonrland, 
Allen, Eddy and Bryan, to constitute said committee. 
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Mr. Robertson, by leave, made the following report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
A. Ewing, have had the same under consideration, and a major- 
ity of said Committee have instructed me to report the petition 
back to the House, and to recommend that it be laid upon the 
table. l 

“Report read and received, and together with the petition laid 
upon the table, to come up in regular order. 


— 


Mr. Stewart of Gonzales, made the following report : 
The Select Committee to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citizens of Guadalupe county, praying that certain free ` 
persons ef color therein named, residing in said county, be per- 
mitted t; remain in this State, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and a majority have instructed me to report the accom- 

panying bill, and to recommend its passage. a 
Report read and received. 
A bill to entitled “An Act for the benefit of certain free per- 
sons of color ;? was i 
Read a first time: 
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Mr. Moseley presented the following protest, and requested 
that it be spread upon the Journals of the House of Repre- 
centatives : 


t 


PROTEST 


Of the Hon. Sam. F. Mosely, Against the Action had by the 
House of Representutives, on a Bill to be entitled “An Act 
to Provide for the Ascertainment and Adjustment of the 
Liabilities of the tate Republ.c of Texas.” 

The undersigned, entertaining the opinionion, that the, bill 
entitled “An Act to provide for the ascertainment and adjust- 
ment of the liabilities of the Iate Republic of Texas,” contains 
provisions that are in direct conflict with the Constitution of | 
‘the State, which will establish a policy that will inflict injustice, 
both upon the creditors of the State, and burthen the people 
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with taxation, and encumber the Public Domain with Land 
Scrip, that will deprive the State of that inexhaustible source 
of revenue,—begs leave, respectfully, to have the following 
Protest entered upon the Journats of this House : ; 

The 1st section of the 4th article of the Costititution, declares 
that the Judicial powers of this State, shall be vested in one 
Supreme Court—in District Courts, and in such inferior Courts 
as the Legislature may, from time to time establish ; and such 
jurisdiction may be vested in corporation Courts, as may be 
found necessary, and directed by law. 

This section of the Constitution, confain a definition and de- 
cision of all the Judicial powers and tribunals that can exist 
under ‘the provisions of any law, made during the existence of 
this Constitution as the supreme law of the State. 

These tribunals are all specifically named, in language that 
defies sophistry itself, to torture into a meaning different from 
that expressed—as plain and unequivocal as is the definition of 
the Judicial powers of this State; yet, itis not more plain, emphatic 
and certain, than the provisions of this bill, giving as it does, the 
tribunal it creates, all the powers and authority, that any Vourt 
or other tribunal could have or need, to adjudicate or decide 
upon debts due from the late Republic of Texes, of every kind 
and description that may be due from that Government: indeed, ' 
the provisions of this bill are wholly of a Judicial nature, both 
in principle, and manifestly so in practice. There is a striking 
similarity in the powers conferred, and the duties assigned this 
auditing - tribunal, and those confided to the Supreme Court,— 
for neither of them have a jury to decide the facts. Nor is 
there any appeal from the decisions made by either, in nearly 
all the cases decided upon; and their decisions, so far as the 
rights of persons interested are concerned, are not only “res 
adudicate,’ butthe supreme law of the land—equally binding as 
the Constitution itself. Moreover, the duties of no Executive 
Officer of the State, are more explicitly defined than the duties 
assigned the Comptroller of Public Accounts and the State 
Treasurer, who are members of this tribunal: and surely, none 
ought to be more promptly. and faithfully, and rigidly performed, 
to promote the general welfare of the State, and enhance the 
permanent prosperity of the people. 

It is equally true, that every act of these officers, when-execu- 
ting the provisions of. this bill, will be the exercise of powers 
expressly confided to the Judicial Department of government, 
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under the absolute mandate of the Constitution, and is void, 
and will be so declared when the the quest:on shall be decided 
upon by the Supreme Court. Therefore, we should not mock 
the creditors of the late Republic of Texas, with pretendéd ac- 
knowledgments of debts that are justly due them, and which 
should be paid at the earliest practicable period. 

The undersigned, further Protests, that onerous and oppres- 
sive, and unnecessary burthens, will be imposed upon out cred- 
itors, who have contributed their money, property, labor and all 
the means that God gave them, to sustain the Government and 
defend her from her enemies, in the darkest days of her brief, 
but glorious career. This injustice could be avoided, and jus- 
tice done to the real friends of Texas, and at the same time, 
even-handed justice meeted out to those false-friends, who have 
taken advantage of her necessities to reduce her to disgraceful 
bankruptcy, and rob the people of their blood-bought liberties, 
by overwhelming them with debts that from their amount, and 
the interest accruing thereupon, promises to be as enduring as 
time itself, or at least, the race of men who contracted them, 
and thereby, entail a heritage of taxation and poverty, instead 
of wealth and liberty, upon their posterity. 

This deplorable calamity. could be easily avoided, by opening 
the District Courts to those who hold claims of all kinds, 
against the late Republic of Texas: there they could audit the debts 
due them; and should a doubt or dispute arise in this tribunal 
there the State is represented by her constitutional counsel, and 
there the creditor has the constitutional safe-guard of a jury of 
his country to decide upon the facts, and an upright and learned 
judge to expound the law arising upon and applicable to his 
rights ; and, that too, without the expense of costs ot employing 
counsel, if his claim be an honest and a just one,—whereas, by 
this bill, he will be compelled to submit his claim to this tribu- 
nal—wwholly unknown to the Constitution--composed of men, 
whose duties, connected with the Executive Department of 
Government, totally disqualifies them from, discharging. the 
delicate and important duties imposed upon them by this bill. 

The undersigned, further Protests against the bill, because it 
makes the members of the Board it proposes to create, decide 
upon both the law and the facts of each claim they adjudicate ; 
thus placing them in the embarrassing position of becoming 
expounders of the law—of the principles of which they are 
ignorant—and upon the facts which will be proven by the party 
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claimant, and by evidence that would not be admissable in any 
Courts of Justice ; and. thereby, millions of fraudulent and ille- 
gal detts will be created, that will deaden the energies, and de- 
stroy the credit of our State, while, at the same time, just and 
meritorious claims and debts may be rejected, because of the 
refusal to receive legal evidence ef the justness and legality of 
the same by this Board, or the ‘absence of testimony in a remote 
part of this State; which if the claim was adjudicated where it 
originated, could be beyond cavilordoubt. Thus will the action 
of the Board—from its ignorance of the law, and the unwise, un- 
just,and unconsitutional provisions of this bill, work oppressively 
upon our honest creditors, while it fosters and renders its assis- 
tance to those whose interest is, and ever has been at war with 
that of the State. 

“These are but a few of the objections and enormities of this 
bill, that may be properly styled * A bill to bankrupt the State, 
impoverish the people, and despoil Texas of her proud and 
priceless heritage—her public domain.” 

This bill is pregnant with a policy which, when delivered and 
fully developed, will fasten upon the State, a debt of untold 
millions, that generations yet unborn will not see paid ; unless 
repudiated by an oppressed and indignant people, or compro- 
mised by some legal and constitutional tribunal, known to the 
Constitution of the State. — 

The undersigned deems it unnecessary to add further objec- 
tions to the bill, or dwell longer upon a measure so fraught 
with policy, of the most deadly hostility to the growing pros- 
perity ofthe State. ` Os a 

[Signed] 7 SAM. F. MOSELY. 


A billto be entitled “An act to apportion the debt of Old 
Liberty county, between the existing counties of Liberty, 
Polk and Tyler,” was taken up, and ` 

' Read a third time. 

Mr.‘ Davis, of Liberty, moved that a call of the House be 
made. 

Motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Walling, 

The call ofthe House was suspended. 
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Mr. Davis, of Liberty, then moved that the bill be referred to 
a select committe. > 
` Motion carried, and the reference made: 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Davis, of Liberty, Fields, 
Armstrong, Eddy and Burroughs, to constitute said committee, 

A “Joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, to cause to be translated and published, cer- 
tain laws and documents in his office, relating to land titles,” 
was taken up, and, i 

On motion, laid upon the table until to-morrow, 

Mr. Pease made the following report: 


To the President of the Senate; 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee of Conference, to which was referred the 
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seve. th eighth, fourteenth, 
sixteenth, seventeenth, twenty-first and twenty-second amend- 
ments of the Senate, to a bill to be entitled ‘An act to regulate 
proceedings in the County Courts, pertaining to estates of de- 
ceased persons,” disagreed to by the House; and also, the last 
amendment of the Senate, to said bill, also, disagreed to by 
the House, have hada meeting, and a free conference respecting 
said amendments; and have agreed to recommend’ that-the 
Senate shall recede from their first, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
sixteenth, seventeenth and twenty-second amendments to said 
bill; and that the House shall agree to the third, eighth, four- 
teenth and twenty-first amendments ofthe Senate to said bill— 
that the House shall also agree to the ;last amendment of the 
Senate to said bill. 

The said committee have also agreed to recommend that the 
Senate and the House, shall both adopt the following as a sub- 
stitute for the fourth section of the original bill, in lieu of the 
second amendment of the Senate, viz: 

Section 4th. That no nuncupative will shall be passed with- 
in fourteen days after the death of the testator ; nor until those 
who have been entitled, by inheritance, had there been no will, 
have been cited to contest the same, if they please. Nor-shall 
any such will be probated after six months have elapsed, from 
the time of speaking the pretended testamentary words, un- 
less the same, or the substance thereof, shall have been com- 
mitted to writing within six days after making such will. Nor 
shall any such will be probated, unless it be made in time of 
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the last sickness of the deceased, at his or her habitation, or 
where he, or she, has resided for ten days next preceding, ex- 

cept when the deceased is taken sick away from home, and” 
dies before he or she returns to such habitation. Nor shall any 
such will be probated, unless it be proved, by three credible 

witnesses, that the testator or testatrix called on some person to 

_take notice, or bear testimony, that such is his or her will, or 
words of like import; and whenever any such will may be 

probated, the evidence of the witnesses shall be committed to 

writing, sworn to and subscribed in opencourt, by the witness- 
es, and shall be recorded by the clerk.” . 

The said committee have also. agreed to recommend that the 
forty-sixth section, as amended by the Senate, and agreed to by 
the House, shall be stricken out: and that the original forty- 
sixth section be adopted in lieu thereof, by the Senate and the 
House. . 

The said committee have instructed us to report the forego- 
ing as the result of their conference, to the Senate and the 
House, and to ask their concurrence in said recommendations. 

9th March, 1848. 


[Sigaed] > E. M. PEASE, 
. „Chairman on the part of the House. 
[Signed] | i HENRY J. JEWETT, 


Chairman on the part of the Senaté., 
Report read and adopted. ' 


Mr. Pease made the following report ; 


To the President of the Senate, 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Committee of Conferehce, to whom was referred the 
amendments ofthe Senate, to the first and second seetions of 
an “ Act, to amend an act, entitled an act, to regulate proceed- 
ings in the District Courts, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846 :” 
which were disagreed to by the House, have met, and had a 
free conference respecting said amendments, and have agreed 
to recommend that the Senate shall recede from both of said 
amendments; and have instructed us to report the result of 
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their conference to the Senate and the House, and to ask their 
concurrence in said recommendation. 
9th March, 1848. 


[Signed] E. M. PEASE, 
Chairman on the ae ofthe House. 
[Signed[ HENRY j. JEWETT. 


` Chairman on the a of the Senate. 
Report read and adopted. 


“Mr. Pease made the following report : 


To the President of the Senate, 
and the Speaker ol the House of Representatives: 


The Committee of Gonference, to whom was-referred the 
third and fourth amendments of the Senate, to a bill to be en- 
titled “An act to organize County Courts,’ which were disa- 
` greed to by the House, have met, and had a free conference 
respecting said amendments, and have egreed to recommend 
that the Senate shall recede from the third amendment to said 
bill, and that the House shall agree to the ‘ourth amendment 
to said bill; and the said committee have instructed me to re- 
port the result of said conference to the Senate and the House, 
and to ask their concurrence in said recommendation. 


9th March, 1848. 
[Signed] E. M. PEASE, 

; Chairman on the part of tke House. 
[Signed] -HENRY J. JEWETT, 


Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
Report read and adopted. 


A “Jcint resolution for the relief of the estate of J. P. Lan- 
sing, deceased,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed, 

“A “Joint resolution i instructing eur Senators, and requesting 
our Representatives in the Congress of the United’ States, to 
use their efforts to have alaw passed to extend the ju risdic- 
tion of Texas over one-half of Sabine Pass, Lake- and River,” 
was taken up, 2 


‘Read a third time and passed. 
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Abii so ae en uled “ An ac. to incorporate the Houston ` 
Lyvurns,”’ was taken up, and : 

Read a ibird time. 

‘Lhe yous and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, aud stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allea, Armstrong; ‘Bogart, Bour- 
land; Burreughs, Bryan, Garothers, Gruteher; Davis o7 L.; Da- 
vis of R., Dennis, Dooley, DeCordova, Edwards, Epperson, : 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, oyons,Miler' of C., Miller of 
H.y; McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Rayner,’ Saddler, Shaw; 
Stoddard, Truit, Webb, Winkler; Wheeler and Willie—36. 

Nays—Messrs. Eddy, Fields, Millican,, Pease; Rains, Stout; 
Taylor and Walling—s. 

So the bill was finally passed. 


A bill to be entitled “An actto legalize certain headright 
certificates, issued by Geo. W. Miles, former Chief-Justice of 
Liberty county,” was taken up. 

Read a third time arid passsed. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to fix-the times: of holding 
the Courts in the 9th Judicial Distiict”’ was taken up; 

Read a third timé and. passed: 

A bill-to pé entitled “Ari Act to- defne the bopndaries of the’ 
county of Guadalupe,” was taken up,- 

Réad a third time and passed. 4 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to- regulate the killing of 
neat cattle, was taken-up, and‘ 

Read a third time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had adopted the-report:of the committee 
of conference, on the amendments: of the-Senate to, a bill to be 
entitled “An act to arnend an act entitled an act to regulate hs 
ceedings in the District Courts, app TONE May the 13th, A. D. 
1846 :” also, 

That the Senate had adopted the report of the committee of . 
conference, on the amendments of the Senate, to a bill to be 
‘entitled “An act to organize County Courts:” and 

That the report of the committee of conference on the-amend- 
ments of the Senate toa bill to be entitled. “Ån act to regulate. 
` proceedings in the County: Court, pertaining 1 to estates of-de- 
ceased persons,” had also been adopted by that body. 


Ea 


* 
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Mr. Keenan moved that the rule of the House, which pro- 
hibits the amendment.of bills on their third reading, be sus- 
pended. 

Motion carried. : 

Mr. Bourland then offered the following as an amendment 
to the bill to be entitled “An act to regulate the killing of neat 
cattle : 

-“And all persons occupied in keeping a grist mill or mills,* 
shall keep a record of all the initials and brands which may be 
placed upon the bags and sacks coming and. returning from 
said mills; and have the same_ recorded, as provided for butch- 
ers, in the preceding section.” 

Mr. Sterne moved that the.sense of the House be taken on 
the previous question. . 

Motion carried. - 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be finally passed ? 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill, and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Dennis, DeCordova, Eddy, 
Fields, Hardeman, Keenan, Lott, Miller of C., Millican, Mose- 
ly, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, 
Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Truit, Webb, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler and White—34. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Davis, of R. 
Edwards, Epperson, Haynie, Miller, of H., McCown, Potter, 
Reagan, Saddler, Stuart, Taylor, Winkler and Willie—16., 

So the bill was finally passed. 3 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

The House adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 


The House met-pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, 

And a quorum found present. 

The House then proceeded to business, 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act to allow mileage to Sheriffs 
and Constables,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Fields moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Epperson moved that the bill be referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. , 

Motion carried, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Columbus C. 
Browning,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

‘The bill was passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to create the Li of Van 
Zandt,” o.4 

Was takei up, and ` - 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

The bill was referred to the committèe on County Bounda- 
ries. — 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An act for the sa or 
James P. Wallace and R. M. Williamson,” : 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

The bill was passed to a ‘third reading. 

A “Joint resolution (from the Senate,) in relation to the 
Proviso, Slavery, the Tariffand the War with Mexico,” 

Was taken up, and 

-Read a second time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

The joint resolution was referred to the committee on Fede- 
ral Relations. 
m:The substitute proposed by the Senate, for a bill to be enti- 
tled “An act for the relief of J. Harris Catlin,” was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

The substitute for a bill to be entitled “An Act giving 
plaintiffs in execution the benefit of deeds of trust and mortga- 
ges, by paying the debts and liabilities secures by them,” 

‘Was taken up, — 


Read and adopted. _ z 
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On motion of Mr. kawot 

The bill was then ọ:dered to be engrossed. 

The report of the committee of conlerencé, in relation toa 
bill to be entitled “An aet for the relief of those persons who 
are indebted to the State on account of public dues, payable in 
the Promissory Notes of the Inte Republic,” 

Was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

A “Joint resolution to provide for mer issuing of a patent to 
Timothy Carpenter,” 

Was taken up. 

The report of the committee on Public Lands, relative to the 
petition of Jesse Walker, 

Was-taken up, 

‘Read and adopted. - 

A bill from the Senate, to be entitled “An act to incorporate 
‘Williamson Academy,” 

. Was taken up, and 

Read 4 second, time. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

` Thé bill was passed to å third reading. . 

A bill from the Señate; to be’ éntitled “An act to provide for 
the election of Electors of President and Vice President of the 
United States,” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Fields moved to. amend the bill; by striking out “a5” 
before the word “years,” and inserting: “gy > 

Amendment adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Walling, 

The bill was then passed to a third reading... 

The substitute for a bill to be entitled CA act to xepeal. the 
‘18th séction of an-act entitled an-act to‘incorporate the City of 
Austin, passed May the 11th, 1846,” 

‘Was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

On motion, 

The bill was then ordered to.be éngrossed. = 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of Allen SHON > 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion, 

The joint resolution was then ordered tobe engrossed. 
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Thé report of the committee on Public Lands, relative to the 
petition of Henry Nimmo, was takèn up, 

‘Réad and. adopted. 

The report of the committee on. Public Lands, rolative to the 
petition of Jacob Barker, ahd others, was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

The report of the comamittee on Public’ Lands, i in reference 
to a bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize persons who have 
located their land claims upon landsnot vacant, at the time of 
ara their locations, to lift, and to re-locate them,” was taken 


*FRead and adopted. ° 
The report of the committee on Public Lands, i in relation to 
the petition of Wm. F. Hodge, was taken üp, : K 
ae and: adopted, 
rho aati of Alexander Wright; w was taken ùp, atid 


Me Stout moved that the petition WE referred A a sélect 
committee. " 

Motion éarried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Stout , Robertson, Fidlds 
Edwards and Rayner, to constitute said committee. `, 

A bill to be entitled “an act-to locate’ the county: -seat of Öal- 
houn'county,” ; 

Was taken i up, and ` 

‘Read a first time. 

The report of the committee on County’ Bonndaries, relative 
to the petition of the citizens of Lavaca county, -was taken up, 

Read and adopted. 

A bill tobe entitled “An act to-authorize thë- Corhmissioner 
of the General Land Office-to issue a patent to Dennis Gaha- 
gan,” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. : - 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, ; ; Í 

The bill was ordered es ‘be engrossed. 

Mr.-Robertson moved that the- House adjoura until to-mor- 
row morning, 9 o’clock. 

Motion lost. 


Go 


Mr. White, chairman of the committee on, Military Affairs, 
made the following report : 
64 
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The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Seth Marvin,’ have 
had tte såme under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the accompanying bill, as a substitute for the original, 
and to recommend is passage. 

Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in their regular order. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to take from the table, and place among 
ihe orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate 
the Goliad Statistical Society.” 

Mot:on carried. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to change the name of Hn. Con- 
ner to Hn. Valentine Dalion, and to make him a lawful heir 
of Valentine T. Dalton,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A vill to be entitled “An act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office of the State of Texas,to issue pa- 
- tents to the different counties in the State, for School purposes, i 
was taken up, 

Read athird time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act providing for the an of Ju- 
rors.” 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

The Preamble and Joint Resolutions instructing our Sena- 
tors and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, relative to the jurisdiction of Texas over the 
territory of Santa Fé, 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the Milam Lib- 
era Institute.” 

Was taken up, and 

~ Read a third time. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the House adjourn until to-mor- 
row morning 9 o'clock. 

Motion lost, 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be finally passed? 

The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill and stood as follows: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher,. 
Davis.of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Epper- 
son, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Miller of C., 
Mesély, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Potter, Rayner, Rains, Re- 
agan, Robertson, Shannon, Sterne, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, 
‘Walling Winkler and White—34. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Carothers, Dennis, Fields; Milli- 
can, Paddler, Stout, Shaw, Stewart of Gon., Webb and Wheel- 
€I—il. 

So the bill was finally passed. 


A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the town of In- 
dian Point.” . 

Was taken up. E 

Mr. Neal moved that the bill be read-by its caption. 

Motion carried. . 
The bill was then read a third time by its caption and pass- 
ed. 7 . . 
A bill to be entitled “an act requiring the owners of, and 
claimants to lands, situated in Cass county to have their titles, 
and muhiments of title, recorded in Cass county.” 

Was taken up, and . 

Read a third time. a 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, : . 

lon House then adjourned until to-morrow- morning, 9 o- 

elock. 

Question Pending, on the final passage of the bill under con- 
sideration of the House. 


G 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, March 11th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll was called, ; 

And the following members answered to their names:. 

Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Crutcher,Davis, of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Eddy, Ed- 
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‘ling, Whose and Willie. 


A quorum being present, 
: The Journal of tlie preceding day was read and: adopted 


“~The House” then proceeded to business. 


Mr. Dennis presented the petition of Henry Gibson. 

On motion, 

The petition was referred to the committee on Finance, 
without reading. 


e 


. Mr: Pease, chairman of the committee onthe J udiciary, 
made the following report : i 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill 
to-be entitled “an act authorixing the Governor of the State to 
employ caunsel-in certain cases, therein named,” haye had the 
same under consideration, and believing some law of the kind 
is necessary, they have prepared, and recommend to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the House, a substitute for the origin- 
al bill. 

Report, bill and substitute receiyed, and laid upon the table 
to.come up-in their regular order. . 


—- 


Mr. Fields made the following report: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the peti- - 
tion of Mary W. Chalmers, asking pay for supplies furnished 
the troops stationed at this place {or its defence, during the 
Mexican invaslon in 1842, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and find that ninety-one dollars is justly due said 
petitioner, and have instructed me to report a bill for her re- 
lief which is herewith submitted. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the reliefof Mary W. Chal- 
mers.” 

Read a.first time. 
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Mr. Robertson, chairman ‘of the committee on: Internal Im- 
provements, made the following. report : sash . 

The committec on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Robert-H. Por- 
ter to coustruct a ‘Turnpike road, and establish a ferry-on the 
Trinity river, at Pofter’s Bluff,” have had the same under con- 
sideration, and a majority of the committee believing that -the 
bill violates that part of the constitution requiring that every 
Law, enacted by the Legislature shall embrace but one ob- 
ject, and that expressed in the title, have instructed me to re- 
port the bill back to the House, and to recommend that it be 
jaid upon the table.’ a 

Report and bill received, and laid upon the table to come 
up intheir regular order. ; 


` Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on, Internal Im- 
provements, also reported as follows; = ; 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the San Saba 
Mining Company,” have had the same undér consideration, 
. and have instructed me to report the bill back. to the House, 
and to recommend that it be laid upon the table. 

Report and bill received, and laid upon the table to come 
up in their regular order. i ' 


~ 


Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements, also made the following report: 

The committee on Internal. Improvements, to whom refer- 
red a bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the-Trinity Nav- 
igation Company,” have had the same under. consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the same back to the House 
‘and to recommend that it be laid upon the table. 

Repert and bill received, and laid upon the table to come up 
in their regular order. 


Pea 
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Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee xon the Judiciary, 
made the following report : Stas 

The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a 
“Joint Resolution making an appropriation for the purchase 
of the Mexican and Spanish Law authorities for the use of the 
State,” and accompanying papers, have had the same under 
consideration, arid have instructed me to return the bill and 
papers to the House for its action, and to ask to be discharged 
from their further consideration. 

Report, Joint Resolution, &c., received, and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The sense of the House was taken on the final passage of 
the bill to be entitled “an act requiring the owners of, and 
claimants to Iands situated in Cass county, to have their titles 
and muniments of title recorded in Cass county, and the bill 
finally passed. i 

A bill to to be entitled “an act authorizing and requiring the 
Commissioner’s Courts of counties, to regulate roads, appoint 
overseers, &c,,” together with the amendments proposed by 
the Senate. | f 

Were taken up, and 

The amendments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate the city of Na- 
cogdoches,” together with the amendments proposed by the 
Senate. 

Were taken up, and ; 

The amendments read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Columbus C- 
Browning.” 

Was taken up. . i 

r. Haynie moved a reconsiđeration ofthe vote which pass- 
ed the bill to a third reading. 

Motion carried. ` * 

Mr Haynie then moved to amend the Dill by striking out _ 
“Columbus C.” before “Browning,” and inserting “Christopher 
Columbus.” 

Amendment adopted. 

On motion, 
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The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

And ona further motion, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of James P. Wal- 
lace and R. M. Williamson.” i 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. E 

A bill to be entitled “an act to ERN the Williamson 
Academy.” 

Was taken: up, and. i 

The yeasand nays were called on the final passage of the 
bill and-stood as follows: ; 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., Dennis, DeCordo- 
va, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Rayner, Robertson, Saddler, Shahridn, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Truit, ‘Webb, Winkler, ‘Wheeler-and 
White—37. 

Nays—Messrs. Fields, Millican, Pease, Rains, Runnels, 
Taylor and Walling—7. 

So the bill was finally passed. oh 

. Á message was received from the Senate, informing’ the 
House of the passage by that body, ofa 

“Joint Resolution authoriziag the transfer of one half of & 
certain lot, in the city of Austin, on certain conditions.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of Tra- 
_ vis county,” and a 
“Joint Resolution for the relief of Garrison Greenwood” 


eile Be a 
ae ee 
Mr. Webb, one af the committee on Enrolled Bills; i måde 
the following report: ~ 
- The committee on enrolled bills have examined - and _find 
éorrectly enrolled, a bill to be entitled “an act to amend: anect 
supplementary to an act to-create and organize the’ county" of 
-Panola,” and 
A bill to be entitled“ an act beter defining the marital rights 
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of parties;” and the said bills having been signed by the Spea- 
ker of the House of Representatives, and the’ President of the 
Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency, the Govern- 
_ or, for his approval. ~ l 

Report read and accepted. 


— 


A “ Joint resolution requiring the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to cause to be translated.and published, cer- 
tain laws and documents in his office, relating to land titles,” 
being the special order of the day, was taken up. 

Mr. McCown moved that a call of:the House be made. 

Motion carried. - 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and a quorum 
was found present. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, . 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Robertson then moved that a call of the House be made. 
Motion carried. i 

The Clerk again proceeded to call the roll, and a quorum 
was found present. 

On motion of Mr. DeCordova, 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Willie moved that a committee be appointed to receive 
the votes of sick members. 

Motion carried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Willie and Bourland, 
to constitute said committee. `’ 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The yeas and nays were called on the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong. Bogart, Bourland 
Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Dooley, Eddy, .. Edwards, Ep- 
person, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Mil- 


oe 


ee 


‘er of C., Miller of H., McCown, Pease, Perry, Potter, Raiis, 
Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler; Shannon, Sterne, Stout, 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Wheeler, White and Willie—38. 

Nays—Messrs, Allen, Bryan, Carothers, DeCordova, Goode, 
Lewis, Millican, Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Reagan, Shaw, 
Stewart of Gon, and Winkler—14, 


Agua 


Motion carried, and the bill indefinitely, postponed:. z 

A bill to be entitled “An act tó apportion the Representatives 
and Senators among the: several counties of this State;” was 
taken up, and l 

- Read a'third time. l 

`The yèas and nays were called ¢ on the final. : passage. of the 
bill, and stood as follows: 


O Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers, Davis of Liberty, Davis of Robertson, -DeCordava, Ed- 
dy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller of 
Houston, Mosely, McCown, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, 
Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Winkler and Wren—29. 
“Nays—Meésrs. Allen, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, 
Edwards, Hardeman, Irion; Lyons, Miller of Colorado, Mil- 
lican, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Renfro, Ro- 
bertson, Shaw, Stoddard, Stuart of Gon., Truit, Webb, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler, Willie and White—28, 
` So the bill was finally passed. 


Mr. Henderson moved that the vote just taken, be re-con- 
sidered. 

Mr, Pease moved that Mr. Henderson's mofion be laid upon 
the table. 

The yeas and nays were called foron thie. adoption of the 
motion of Mr. Pease. 

“Mr. Pease moved that a call of the House be made. 

The chair decided that the motion was out, of order, as the 
yeas and nays were being called, on the motion to lay Mr. 
Henedrson’s motion on the table. 

Mr. Crutcher appealed from. the decision of-the Chair. 

Mr. Willie moved that a call of the House be made, prior to 
any action being had upon Mr. Crutcher’s appeal from. the de- 
cision just made by the Chair. ` ` 

The Chair decided Mr. Willie's motion,. for a call ofthe 
House, out of order. . - 

‘ ‘Mr. Willie appealed from the decision of the Chair, ` 

The sense of the House was then taken in relation to. the-de- 
cision just made by the Chair, and the appeal : sustained. 

The Clerk then. proceeded to call the roll, and a quorum 
was found present. : - 


s 
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Mr. Willie moved that the call of the House be suspended. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

Mr. Railey was SECRI from answering to the call of his 
name. 5 

On motionof Mr. MeCowi 

The call was suspended. 

Mr. Runnels moved that the sense. of the House be takenon 
the previous question. 

Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved that a call of the House be 
made. f 

Motion Carried. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and a quorum was 
found present. 

On motion, the call of the House was suspended. 

Question—Shall the motion of Mr. Pease, to lay the motion 
of Mr. Henderson on the table. .be-adopted ? 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of the mo- 
tion, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, 
Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Hardman, Haynie, Lewis, Lyons, 
Miller of C, Millican, McNeill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Shaw, Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, 
Webb, Walling, Wheeler and Willie—29. ` 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, Davis 
of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Eppersun, Fields, Goode, Kee- 
nan, Lott, Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, Reagan, iunnels, 
Saddler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Winkler and White 
—24, 

Motion carried. 


Mr. Willie moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
P. M. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Rayner moved that the vote just taken, be re-considered. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. McCown moved that the House adjourn until Monday 
morning, 9 o'clock. 

The yeas and nays were called on Mr. McCown’ s motion to 
adjourn, and stood as follows: 


ad 


~ 
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Yeas—Messrs. Crutcher, Dooley, Lewis, Lyons, Millican, 
Neal, Perry, Potter, Robertson, Shaw, Stoddard, Stewart of 
Gon., and White—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Dennis, Davis of L, Davis of R., DeCordova, Ed- 
wards, Epperson, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 
Miller of C; Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Pease, 
Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Sterne, 
Stout, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler,Wheeler and 
Willie —37. 
© So the motion was lost. 


On motion of Mr. Neal, 
The House adjourned until 2 o'clock, r. m, 


2 o'clock, P, mM. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. ° 

The roll was called, and a quorum found present. 

The House then proceeded to business. 

Mr. Bryan, eee of the committee on Engrossed Bills, . 
made the following report: ‘ 

The committee on Engsossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An act to regulate proceedings in the County 
Courts, relating to guardians and wards,” and find the same 
correctly engrossed. : 

Report read and accepted. OO: 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body, of the following bills, 
(which originated in the House of Representatives). with 
amendments: i - 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the exchange of 
books, maps and charts ;” 

* A bill to be entitled “An act to organize Justices’ Courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same;” > 

A billto be entitled “An act to define'the time of holding 
elections for the several State -and: County officers, and for 
Representatives to the United States Congress 3” . 

And the substitute for a-bill to. be entitled “ An act tomake 
an-improved charter for the town of Goliad. ` 
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The-House was also informed that.the Senate had passed 
the following ‘bills, &c., {which .originated in the House. of 
Representatives) without amendment : : i 

A bill to -be entitled “An act, te amend an act, entitled an 
act, for the-relief of master builders and mechanics of Texas, 
approved January the 23d, 1839 ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to amend the seyenteenth and 
nineteenth sections of an act, regulating Juries ;” 

A “Joint resolution to validate the election -of Mayor and 
Aldermen, for the City of New Braunfels ;” 7 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of Robert H. Beale, who 
was permanently disabled in the service of fhe country ;” and 

A “ Joint resolution for the relief of Henry M. Smith.” 

Question pending on Mr. Rayner’s motion te re-consider the 
vote to lay the motion for the re-consideration of the vete 
which passed the bill to be entitled “An act, to apportion the 
Bepresentatives and Senators among the several counties of 
this State,” upon the table. 

Mr: Bourland moved that a call ofthe House be made. - 
` Motion carried. 
~ Mr. Allen moved that the call be suspended. 

- Motion lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved a suspension of the call. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher, 

Mr. Willie was excused from answering to the call of his 
name. 

Mr. Dooley moved that the call of the House be suspended : 

Motion lost, l 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The call was suspended. 


Question—Shall the motion made by the gentleman from 
Fort Bend, be adopted? i 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. 
Rayners motion to reconsider, &c.,and stood as follows: - 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong. Bogart, Bourland, Caro- ` 
thers, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, 
Esperson, Fields, Goode, Keenan, Lott, Miller cf H.. Mosely, 
McCown, Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Sterne, Stout, Taylor and Winkler —28. , 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, 
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Edwaids, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of C, Millican, McNeill, 
Neal, Pease; Perry, Potter, Rains, Robertson; Shaw, Stoddard.. , 
Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, : Webb, Walling; Wheeler and 
White—25. 

Motion carried. 


Question pending on the reconsideration of the’ vote. 

Mr. Neal moved that a call of the House be made: 

Motion carried. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and a quorum was. 
found present. 

Mr. Davis of R., moved that Mr. Lewis be excused ‘from: 
answering to the call of his. name : 

Motior carried. 


On motion of Mr. Stout, 
The eall of the House-was susperided. 


The yeas and nays were then -called on the reconsideration 
of the vote in question, and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Edwards, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lyons,- Miller of C.; Milllican, McNeill,. 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Robertson, Shaw, Stoddard,- 
Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, Webb, Walling, Wheeler -and 
White—25. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong; ‘Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
rnughs, Carothers,: Davis-of L., Davis-of R, DeCordova, Dooley, 
Eddy,..Epperson, Fields, Goode, Keenan,- Lott, Miller of H; 
Mosely, McCown, Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels,- Sdddler, 
Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Taylor and Winkler—29..- sie 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote. 


A bill to be entitled *An Act to regulate pe ee in-the 
County Courts relating to guardians and -wards. 3’ 

Was taken up. 

On motion of Mr, Allen, - 

The bill was read a third a time by its caption and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Stoddard, 

The communication from the Governor. was taken up,. . 

On motion of. Mr. Webb; 

The communication was rforrea to the Committee , om’ 
County Boundaries. > 


- 
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On motion of Mr. Webb, 

p The bill to be entitled “An Act to create the County of Santa 
e; 

Was taken up, and the amendments offered by the com- 
mittee read.. 

Mr. Webb offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment to the 3d section of the bill : 

“ Said county shall not be entitled to a seperate Land Dis- 
trict ;—nor shall the County Court issue Land Certificates.” 

Substitute adopted. ` ` ` 


Question—Shall the amendment, as s amended, be adopted by 
this House ? 

‘The House decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was then passed to a third: reading. * 


On-motion, 
The rule of the House, which requires bills to be read on 
„three several days, was suspended, and 
The bill was read a third time and passed. 
Mr: Bourland in the Chair. 
On motion of Mr. Webb, 
' The bill to be entitled “An Act to establish the 11h Judicial 
District ;” 
Was taken up and read. 
On motion of Mr. Webb, 
The bill was passed toa ‘third reading. 
Mr. Robertson moved that the rule of the House, which re- 
quires bills to be read on, three several days, be suspended : 
Motion carried. 
The, , bill was then read a third time, by its caption, and 
asse 
P Mr. Goode moved to take from the table the motion to recon- 
sider the vote refusing to engross the bill, to be entitled “An 
Act. making appropriations for the support of the Government 
for the years 1848 and 1849 :” 
Motion lost. 
- ‘Mr. Allen moved to take up a bill, to be entitled “An Act 
for the relief of Leslie Combs :” s 
" Motion lost. 
A bill to be entitled “An Agt to reserve from location cer- 
tain lands ;” l 
Was taken up. , h 
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The substitute (for the bill under consideration) offered by 
the Committee on Public Lands, was : 

Read and rejected. -< i 

a Stout moved that the original bill be laid upon the 
table. ” > 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Stout’s 


motion, and stoood as follows : ‘ 

Yeas—Messrs, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L. Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Lott, McNeill, Rains, Reagan, Saddler, Shannon, Stout, Taylor, 
Walling and Winkler—20. $ l 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bryan, DeCordova, Dooley, 
Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stoddard, Stewart of Gonzales, Truit, Webb, Wheeler 
and White—25. = 

Motion lost. : 

Mr. McNeill offered a substitute for the original bill. 

Mr. Winkler offered to amend the substitute as follows: ° 

Insert after the' word “Lands,” in the 3d line, “which are not 
occupied by settlers under the Colonial contracts, 

~Mr. McNeill accepted the amendment. 

Mr. Bogart moved that the bill and substitute be laid upon 

the table, until the 4th day of July next. ; 


The yeas and nays were called on the adoption of Mr. Bogart’s 
motion, and stood as follows: > 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong. Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Crutcher, Dennis, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lott, Miller of H,, McNeill, Potter, Reagan, Robertson, 
Saddler, Shannon, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Walling and 
Winkler—25. i l 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bryan, Davis of L., DeCor- 
dova, Dooley, Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Miller of C., Millican, 
Mosely, Pease, Perry, Rayner, Runnels, Shaw, Stoddard, 
Stewart of Gon., Truit, Webb, Wheeler and White--23. 

Motion carried. 


On motion of Mr. Winkler, oe 
` The House adjourned until Monday morning 9 o'clock. 


> 
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House’ of Representatives, i 
City of Austin, March 13,1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. * 
The roll was called, 
And the’following members answered to their names: 


Messrs: Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis.of R., Denbis,' Dooley, 
Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman ‘Keenan, Lott, Mil- 
ler of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McNeill, Neal, 
Pease; Perry, ‘Rains, Rayner,Reagan, | Railey, Runnels,’ Sad- 
dier, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stuart, Taylor, -Truit, 
Webb; Walling; Wheeler; White and. Willie... - 


A quorum being present, 
ae Journal of Saturday, the 11t inst., was read and adopt- 
"e 

The House en proceeded to business. 

Mr. Webb, chairman of the committee . on Federal Rela- 
tions, made the following:report ; 

The committee on Federal Relations, to, whom was ‘yeferred 
the “Joint: resolution in relation: to the Proviso, Slavery; the 
Tarif, and the War against Mexico,’ beg leave:to report the 
same back to the House, without armendment, and to recom- 
mend their passage.. - 

Report and joint resolution received; and laid upon the ta- 
ble, to come up in. ther regular order. 


Mr. Carothers, chairman óf the cofiimittee on ‘County ; Boun- 
daries, made the following report : 

The commtttee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red a bill (from thé Senate) to be entitled “An act to create the 
county of Vati Zandt,” have had the same under consideration, 
and, a'niajority of said’ committee instruct me to report the 
same back to the House, with an amendment, and respectfully 
to recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, and. jaa’ upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. 

Mr. Neal introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act authori- 
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sing N. M. Varnell to establish a Ferry across Big Bayou and 
McHenry’s Bayou, in Calhoun county.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Walling introduced a “Joint resolution relative.to a 
division of the State ” 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to pre- 
vent free persons of color from emigrating to, and settling in 
this State.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr, Stout, chairman of a Select Committee, reported, a bill 
to-be entitled “An act for the relief of Alexander Wright.” 

Bill read a first time. 

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to be entitled. “An act grant- 
ing to Baylor University, two leagues of land.” 

Bill read a first time. i 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage by that body, ofthe following -bills : 

A bill to be entitled “An act to make valid the acts of. Jno. 
D. Banton, as Clerk of the District Court of the county of 
Walker ;” 

A. bill to.be entitled “An act to provide.and.fix the time of 
holding elections for the several State and County Officers, 
&e.,” with amendments ; and 

A bill to be entitled “An act to organize Justices’ Courts, 
and to define the powers and Jurisdiction of the same,” with 
amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, . 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to provide and fix.the time of’ 
holding elections for the several State and Connty Officers, 
&e.,” with the amendments proposed by the Pelate, were ta- 
ken up. 

Amendments read. . 

The House refused to concur in the first, but concurred in 
the second amendment. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to organize -Justices ‘Courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the samé,” together 
with the amendments proposed by the senater were taken ‘up. 

Amendments read. 

The House concurred in the EE to the- thirtysfourth, 
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fifty-fifth, and sixtieth sections, and in the amendment insert- 
ing a new section in lieu of the sixty-sixth section of the bill: 
but refused to concur in the amendments to the first and 
eleventh sections. w 

Mr. Pease moved that a Committee of Conference be ap- 
pointed to act with a like committee from the Senate, in rela- 
tion to the bills and amendments just acted on by the House. 

Motion carried. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Pease, Armstrong-and 
Mosely, to constitute said committee: 

Mr. Bryan. chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined — 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of Allen Kellough ;” | 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a Patent for one league 
and labor of land, the head-right of Dennis Gahagan ;” > 

- A “Joint resolution to provide for issuing a Patent to Timo- 
thy Carpenter ;” and 

A bill to be entitled “ An act, fo amend the eighteenth sec- 
tion of an act, to incorporate the city of Austin, passed May ` 
the 11th, A. D. 1846 ;” and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the exchange of 
Books, Maps and Charts,” together with the amendments pro- 
posed by the Senate, were taken up. 

Amendments read. 

The House refused to concur in the amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The committee of conference just appointed, were authori- 
zed to act, also, in relation to this bill, and the amendments 
thereto, proposed by the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to make an improved charter 
of the town of Goliad,” together with the substitute offered by 
the Senate therefor, were taken up. 

Substitute read and adopted. 


A bill to be entitled “ An act toe provide for the election of 
Electors of President and Vice President of the United States,” 


` was taken up, 
Read a third time and passed. 
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A bill-to*be entitled: “An act to incorporate tie Goliad Sta- 
tistical Society,” was taked up, and 

Read aggecond time. 

On moen of Mr. Stoddard, 

The bill was ordered to be ‘engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the benefit of Bata: free 

persons ef color,” .was taken.up, and + 

Read a second time. - 

Mr. Stout moved to amend the bill as follows: i 

“That the provisions of this act shall applý to Oliver Ingle, 

of Red River county.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Sterne.offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: 

And tthe free woman of color, Malinda, of N acogdoches 
county.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Haynie moved to amend the bill as follows: 

Insert, “And the free colored woman Susan,of Travis coun- 

ty.” . 

i Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Robertson offered to amend the bill as:follows : 

Insert’ “All freemegroes in Texas.” 

Amendment ad opted. 

Mr. Reagon moved that the bill and amendments be laid 
upon the table. i l ž 

Motion carried. 

The report of the Select Committee, recommending that the 
petition of A. Ewing be laid upon the table, was taken up, 

Read’ and adopted. 

“The report of the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
commending that a bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate 
the Trinity N avigation Company,” be laid upon the table, was 
taken up and read. 

The yeas and nays were called on the adoption:cf the re- 
port, and stood as follows: tas 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Dennis, Edwards, 
Fields, Hardeman, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, 
Mosely, McNeill, Perty, Robertson, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, Tru- 
it, W abb, Walling. Wheeler and White.—22 

Nay s— Messrs. A Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
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Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Eddy, Epper- 
son, Haynie, Neal, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, Shan- 
non, Sterne, Winkler and Wilie—21. . 

So the report was adopted. # 

t 

Mr. Webh, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 
+ Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the two 
Houses of the Legislature will go into the election of a Dis- 
trict Attorney for the Eleventh Judicial District, on Thursday 
next, at 11 o'clock, A 

Resolution read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to authorize John H. Reagan 
and his Associates to construct a Turnpike Road from the 
Town of Buffalo, on the Trinity river, accross the bottom, &c.,” 
was taken up, together with the amendment offered by the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Amendment read and adopted. 

Mr. Stout moyed to amend the bill as follows : 

“ Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not prohibit 
the County Court from establishing a Ferry within one mile 
of said road.” 

Amendment rejected. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Martin. Glo- 
ver,” together with the substitute to be entitled 

“An act to provide for auditing the accounts of District 
Clerks and Sheriffs of the late Republic of Texas, P 

Were taken up. 

Substitute read and adopted: i 

Mr. Armstrong moved that the bill be referred to- the com- 
mittee on claims and accounts. 

Motion lost. * 

Mr. Robertson offered the following as an amendment to 
the bill: 

, “Provided, That-all accounts shall be proven and audited 
in obedience to the laws in force at the time the services were 
. rendered: and further Provided, That the Government shall 
not be liable for any sum for which the county was liable, un- 
der said laws” 

„Amendment adopted. 

Pe i Rp the bill:now under consideration of the 
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The yeas and nays were called on the engrossmeént of the 
bill and stood as follows: 


Yeas——Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Bryan, Davis of R, 
Dennis, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Keenan, Lewis, ` Mosely, 
Neal, Robertson, Runnels, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, 
White and Willie—20. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, Davis 
of L., DeCordova, Eddy, Edwards, Hardeman, Haynie, Lyons, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Rea- 
gan, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stewart of Gon, Truit, Wal- 
ling and Wheeler—25. 

So the House refused to engross the bill. 


The report of the committee on Military Affairs, asking te 
be discharged from the further consideration ef the proceed- 
ings of two public meetings, relative toa National Road, &c. 

Was taken up, 4 

Read and adopted. 

A. bill to be entitled “an act to provide for permanently fix- 
ing the county seat ofthe county of Dallas,” 

Was taken up and read. 

Mr. Winkler moved te strike out “Thomas Keenan” and 
“William Jenkins,” and insert “ ‘William Hoard” and “Micajah 
Goodeon.” ; 

Motion carried. 

The biil was then passed to a third ‘yeading. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to amend an act to incorporate 
the city of New Braunfels’ 

Was taken ap, 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The bill was laid upon the table. 

A bill to be entitled “an aet to locate the seat ef- Justice of 
Calhoun- county.” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. a 

A bill tobe entitled “an act for the relief of Alfred Johng6n,” 

Was taken up. and 

Read a second time. 
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On motion, 

Passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Seth Marv in? 

Was taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Crutcher,- 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to'be entitled “an act to amend the bith section of an 
act, supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land certifi« 
eates and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants-?” 

Was taken upand 

Read a second time. 

On motion, 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled “an act concerning proceedings in the 
District Courts,” 

Was- taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Neal moved that a call of the House be ade: 

Motion carried. ; 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

Mr. McCown was excused from answering to the call of his 
name. 

Mr. Davis of Robertson, moved that the call of the House 
be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

Question—Shall the bill new under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed? 

The House decided in the affirmative. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to define the boundaries of Tra- 
vis county :” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a first time. ` 

A. “joint resolution for the relief of Garrison Greenwood, 

Was taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The rule of the House which requires bills, &c., to be read 
on-three several days, was suspended. 

The joint resolution was then read a second time, and 

On motion, « 

Passed to a third reading. 
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Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on Ent olled 
bills, made the following report : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the fol- 
lowing bills and find the same correctly enrolled. 

“An‘act to amend the 48d section of an act punishing crimes” 
and misdemeanors” ~ 

“An act for the relief of J. Harris Catlin.” 

“An act to regulate the time of holding Courts in the 4th Ju 
dicial District,” and 

“An act for the relief of John Vanderworth.” 

The said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate, 
were this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor for his 
approval. 

Report read and accepted. 


A bill to be entitled “an act for the relief of Mary Chal- 
-mers ;” 

Was taken up, and . 

Read a second time. 

Mr. Fields rhoved to strike out the second section of the 
bill. : a 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Webb then moved that the bill belaid upon the table 
for -he present. Vi : 
- Motion carried. 
OA message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the adoption by that body, of a resolution passed by 
the House of Representatives to adjourn on Monday, the 20th 
ins.. one die. 

AS júini resolution making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of the Spanish and Mexican Law Authorities.” 

Was taken up. 

Mr. Saddler moyed that the joint resolution be indefinitely 
postponed. 

The yeas,and nays were called on the indefinite- postpone- 
meut of thé joint resolution, and stood as follows: 
Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
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Dennis, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fiélds, Goode, Hardéeiman, 
Haynie, Keenan, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mc- 
Neill, Neal, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Run 
nels, Sadler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, 
Trait, Webb, Walling, Winkler,White and Willie—38. 
Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bryan, Carothers, DeCordova, Doo- 
ley, Mosely, Pease, and Stewart of Gon.,—8. 


Motion carried, and 

The Joint Resolution indefinitely postponed. 

A billto be entitled“an act to authorize the Governor to 
employ counsel in certain cases,”.together with the’ substitute 
therefor, offered by the committee on the Judiciary; 

Were taken up, 

Substitute read and adopted. i ' 

Mr. DeCordova moved to amend the bill by inserting the 
following: 

“Provided, That said Counsellor at Law, shall be a resident 
practising Lawyer of the State of Texas.” 

Mr. Bryan moved that the bill be made the special order of 
the day, for to-morrow. 

Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize Robert H. Porter 
to fonsiruct a Turnpike, &c.,” together with the report of the 
committee on Internal Improvements thereon, recommending 
that said bill be laidupon the table; 

Were taken up, and read. 

The sense of the House was then taken in reference to the 
adoption of said report of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, and the report rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Winkler, 

The bill was referred to the committee on Staie Affairs. 

The report of the committee on Internal Improvements, re- 
commending that a bill to be entitled “an act to incorporate 
the San Saba Mining Company,” be laid upon the table. 

Was taken up, 

Read and adopted. _ 

A bill tobe entitled “an act to incorporate the. Colorado 
Navigation Company.” 

Was taken up. 

A. message was received from the Senate, inferming the 
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House df the conctrréticé of that body, iit the” ämendmeht pro- 
posed by the Housé to a bill to bë entitled, 

“An -act for the relief of Christopher ©. Brownitrg; ‘and that 
Messrs. Dancy, Cuney and Parker were appointed a commit- 
tee of conference to act on the part of the Senate in relatiort 
to a bill to be entitled, 

“An act to organize Justices Courts, arid to define the pow- 
ers and jurisdiction of the same,” atid 

A bill to be entitled “an act fixing the time ‘for the election 
of the séveral Stateand county officers, &c. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill under consideration of the House: 

Insert, after the words “tothe State,” “to be applied under 
the direction of the Governor, to the clearing oiit of the raft in 
the Colorado River :” 

Amendment adopted. 

Question — Shall the bill now “under consideration of the 
House, be passed to a third reading ? - 


The yeas and nays were called onthe passage of the pill to 
a third reading and stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, 
DeCordova, Hardeman, Lewis, McNeill, Rayner, Reagan, 
Robertson, Sterne, Stewart of Gon., and Webb—I5. : 

Nays—Armstrong, Bogart, Carothers, Dennis, Davis of L., 
Davis of Rọ, Edwards, Fields, ‘Goode, Haynie, Miller of C., 
Miller of H, Millican, Mosely, Neal, Perry, Rains, Saddler, 
Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, Walling, 
Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie—29, 

So the House refused to pass the bill to a third: ae R 


On motion of Mr. Stoddard, 
The House adonner until 3 o ‘clock, P.M. 


as "` 8 clock, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. To 
The Roll was called, ' 
Anda quorum was found present. 
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A. bill to be entitled “An Act to amend the 18th section of an 
Act to incorporate the city of Austin; passed, May the 11th, 
A. D., 1846 ;” 

Was taken Ups 

Read a third time and passed. 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of the TE S on. Engrossed Bills, 
made the followigg report : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An Act for the relief of Seth Marvin,” and find the 
same correctly engrossed ; also, 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a patent for one league and 
one labor of land—the head-right of Denis ani gaug and find 
said bill correctly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. 


pone 


A “Joint Resolution to provide for issuing a patent to Aimo: : 
thy Carpenter ;” 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 


Mr. Stoddard moved a reconsideration of the vote of the 
House, which refused to engross the bill to be entitled “An 
Act making appropriations for the support of the Government 
for the years 1848 and 1849 :” 

Motion carried. 

On motion, 

The bill was then ordered to be crates 


Mr. Davis of L., moved that the rule of the House, which 
requires bills to be read on three several days be suspended : 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Potter moved to take from the table, a bill to be entitled 
“An Act to incorporate the Galveston Manufacturing Com- 
an . 

Ta carried. 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Seth Marvin ;” 

Was taken up, and 

Read a third time. 
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On motion of Mr. iy 

The bill was laid wpon the table until to-morrow morniug 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Galveston 
Manufacturing Company ;” 

Was taken up, arid 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

The bill was ordered to be, engrossed, 


Mr. Truit moved a reconsideration of the vote which was 
given on yesterday, on a bill relative to the alternate sections in 
the diferent colonies. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that the motion be laid upon the table 
until to-morrow : 

Motion carried. 

aOun motion of Mr. Bogart, 

The bill to be entitled “An Act to change the name*of the 
County Seat of Collin County ;’ 

Was taken up,and the e proposed by the Senate; 


read and concurred in. 


A-message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage by that body of the following bilis, é&c., 
which originated in the House of Representatives : 

Avbill to be entitled “An “Act for the relief of Thomas J. 
Stell :” 

A bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief of Alfred Brig- 


gance : 


A bill to be entitled “An Act'to require sheriffs, Clerks of 
the District Courts and Clerks of the County Courts, to keep 
their offices at the County Seats of ‘heir respective counties : 

A “Joint Resohition authorizing the Comptroller of of Public 
Accounts to transfer to Solomon L. Johnson, an fone city 
Lot ;” and 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to establish the County Seat of 
Cameron County.” with an amendment : 

A bill, which originated in the Sente, to be entitled “An 
Act to define the times of holding the District Courts,in the 
5th, 6th avd Sth J udicial Districts : ig 

Was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed’ 


$ 
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On motion of Mr. Bourland. 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o’elock. 


Ee 


e 


- House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, March 14, 1848. 


The House met -pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, and 
The following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, 
Carothers, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Dooley, Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, 
Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, : 
Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Stewart of Gon., Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie. 


A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


_ The House then proceeded to business. 


On motion of Mr. Miller of H., 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Renfro for the balance 
of the session. ; - 


r 


Mr. Mosely, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following repo:t : l i 
_ The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 2 
bill to’ be entitled “An Act to prescribe the manner of legitima- 
ting illegitimate children,” have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to offer the accompanying as a 
substitute for said bill, and to recommend itto the favorable 
action of the Hove. i 

Report, bill and substitute received, and laid upon the table 
to come up in their regular order. 
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- Mr. Epperson, one. of the committee on the ‘Judiciary; made 
the following repart ; l 

The committee‘on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the collection of the 
arrearages of taxes due on property, under the laws of the late 
Republic of Texas,” have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
and to recommend ‘its passage, with the following amend- 
ments : 

Amendment Ist, In the 4th-section, third line, after, the 
word “lists,” strike out “&c., &c. and insert the words “rolls 
‘or documents.” - “y 

Amendment 2d, Strike out the 7th section, and substitute 
the following : 

“That the provisions of this Act, shall in like manner, extend 
to the collection of county taxes, due the counties under the 
laws. of the late. Republic of Texas.” 

Report and bill received and laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular.order, -  - l 


Mr. Rayner in.the Chair. 
` Mer. Pease, chairman of the committee of Conference, made 
the following report: 

The committee of conference, to whom was referred the 
amendment made by the Senate, to a bill to be entitled “An 
Act to define the time of holding elections for the several State 
and county officers, and: for Representatives to. the. United 
States Congress ;’ which amendment was. disagreed to-by the 
House—have met and conferred together respecting said 
amendment, and they have agreed to-recommend that the House 
agree to said amendment. 

The said committee have directed us-to report. the foregoing 
as the result of their conference, and to ask that the same be 
concurred in. , 


(Signed,) E. M. PEASE, Chairman, 
On the part of the House. 
(Signed,) JON W. DANCY, Chairman, . 


‘On the part of the-Senate. 
Report read and adopted. 
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Mr. Pease, chairman on the part of the House, of the com- 
mittee of Conference, alse made the following report : 


Committee Room, 
March 18th, 1847. 


To the President of the Senate, ; 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee of Conference, to which was referred the 
amendments made by the Senate, to a bill to be entitled “An Act 
to organize Justices’ Courts and to define the powers and juris- 
diction of the same;” which amendments were disagreed to 
by the House—have met and conferred freely respecting said 
amendments, and have agreed to recommend that the House 
shall agree to the amendment of the Senate to the Ist section; 
and that the House, also, agree to the amendments of the Senate 
to the 11th section, - ' 

They have, also, agreed to recommend that the two Houses 
adopt the following amendments to the 64th section : 

In line 4th, strike out the word “County,” and insert in lieu 
thereof, the words “precinct in the State.” 

In line oth, strike out the words, “as nearly equal as may be,” 
and insert in the same line, after the words “Chief Justices,” 
“of their respective counties.” l ` 

They have also agreed to recommend that the two Houses 
adopt the following as an additional section: 

Sec. 67. That no party, after taking a stay, or an ap- 
peal in a Justice’s Court, shall be entitled to a writ of 
certiorari, to remove the cause to the District Court; and 
no writ of certiorari shall be granted by a Judge of the 
District Court, to remove a cause from a Justice’s Court, 
anless the party applying for the same shall make an affidavit, 
in writing, setting forth sufficient cause to entitle him to such 
writ. Norshall any such writ be granted after ninety days 
from the decision of tlie cause by the Justice of the reace; 
and no writ shall be issued, unless the party applying shall first 
give bond, with two or more sufficient sure tes, payable .o the 
adverse party, condi ioned in the saine manner as in appeals to 
the Distriet Co rt; which bond shall be approved by the Clerk 
of the District Court, and together with the affidavit. shall be 
filed in his office; and upon service of such certiorari being 
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made on the Justice of the Peace, he shall make out a certified 
copy of the entries of the cause, on his Docket, and transmit the 
same with the original papers to the District Court, on or be- 
fore the first day of the term next thereafter ; and the case may 
be reviewed and tried de-novo: and, if the judgment be affirm- 
ed, ten per cent, damages shall be added, and judgment render- 
ed against all the obligors in such bond.” 

The said committse have directed us to report the foregoing 
as the result of their conference, and to ask the concurrence of 
tke two Houses. 


[gigned] E. M. PEASE, 
l Chairman on the part of the House. 
[Signed] JON W. DANCY, 


Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields introduced a “ Joint resolution requesting the 
Hon. John C. Watrous to resign his seat as Judge of the Uni- 
ted States District Court, for the State of Texas.” 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The rule of the House which requires bills, &e., to be read on 
three several days, was suspended. i 

The joint resolution was then read a second time ; and 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

Referred to a Select Committee. 

The Speaker then appointed Messrs. Reagan, Fields, Wink- 
ler, Mosely and Webb, to constitute said committee. 5 

Mr. Eddy introdueed a * Joint resolution authorizing the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts- to settle with R. S. Neigh- 
bors.” f l 

Joint resolution read a first time. 

Mr. Eddy moved that the rule ofthe House, which requires. 
bills, &c., to be read on three-several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried, a 

The joint resolution was then read a second time, and 

On motion, referred to a select committee. l 

The “peaker then appointed Messrs. Eddy, Haynie, Skaw, 
Davis of Robertson and Miller of Housto ı, to constitute said 
couitiilte -, i D 

Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a 
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bill to:be entitled “An act. to provide for remoxing the Supreme 
Court, to the Town of Huntsville,” haye considered the same, 
and a majority of the committee haye directed, me to report the 
bill back, and to recommend it to the favorable.consideration 
of the House, ' 

Report and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

The House proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of Garrison Greenwood,” 
was then taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

The House refused to.concur in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate, to a bill to be entitled “An act to: establish the county seat 
of the county of Cameron.” 

Mr, Webb, ong of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 

the iqllowing report : 
` The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find 
correctly enrolled, the following bills,,to wit.: 

« An act regulating Elections; and 

“ An act-to.organize the County Courts.” 

The said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives,.and the president of the Senate, were 
this day presented to His excellency, the Governor, for his ap- 
proval. 

Report.xead and accepted. 


A message was received: from the Senate, informing the 
House of the concurrence of that body, in a “Resolution (of 
the House.) to go into the election of-a Distriet Attorney for the 
Eleventh Judicial District, on Thursday next, at 11 o’elock, 
A. Mj and of the passage by that body, of 

A bill which originated in the House.of Representatives, to 
be entitled “An act to incorporate the Republican Academy, 
in the county of Harrison ;” and : 

A bill which originated in the House of Representatives, to 
be entitled “An act to incorporate the Western Texas Orphan 
Asylum.” 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Alfred Johnson,” 
was taken up, 


Read a third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for fixing perma- 
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nently, tlie seat of justice of the'county, of Dallas,” was taken up, 
Read a third timé‘and passed; pas 
A. bill to be entitled tAn act to authorize John'H. Reagan and 
his Associates, to open and construct a Turnpike Road from 
the Town of Buffalo, on: the Trinity- river,.across the bottom, 
to the high larid,-on the west side, in the direction of the Town 
of Corsicana,” was taken up, and. 
‘Read a third time.” 
The yeas and nays were called on the final passage of the’ 
bill, and stood as follows : l ; TO 
Yeas—Messrs. Allėn, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Carothers, 
Davis of L, DeCordova,-Dooley, Eddy,Edwards, Epperson, 
Eields,:Goode,.Hårdeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Lyons, Mil- 
ler, of H., Mosely; McCown, McNeill,. Neal, Potter, Rayner, 
Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Stewart, of Gön., 
Truit, Webb, Walling and White—35. _ Saw pe 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Dennis, Miller of C., 
Millican, Pease, Rains, Runnels, Stout and Taylor—10.¥, 
_ So the bill was finally -passed. 


The Speaker in the chair.. . nae 

A bill to be entitled “An act to authorize and require the 
Governor to employ counsel, to represent the State in suits and 
actions wherein the State may: be interested, that-may.be taken 
to the Supreme Court of the United States,” was taken up, and 
read, i . : 
Mr. Bryan moved to kaa the first section of the bill as 
follows : l l . O S 

Add the words, “and all other-.cases involving the-rights. of 
the State of Texas, that may be carried’ tothe Supreme Court 
ofthe United States.” i 

Amendment adopted. - l l 

Mr. Bryanalso offered the following as an amendment to 
the bill : ’ eg 
_ Strike out of the second section the word “five;” and insert 
“two ;” and insert, after the word “dollars,” in the same sec» - 
tion, “and ten leagues-of land.” j 

Mr. Fields moved to amend the amendment, by-striking out 
“ten leagues,” and inserting “three leagues.” 

Amendment rejected. 


m" ae 


The sense ofthe House was: then taken: on theradoption. of 


‘of, 


Mr. Bryan's amendment, and the amendment adopted. 
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Mr. DeCordova moved “ that the Governor be restricted to - 
the counsellors resident in Texas, in his appointments.” 

Amendment rejected. . 

~ Mr. Bryan then offered the following as an amendment to 
the bill : Í 

Ada to the second section. the words “and when the persons 

emp‘oyed by the Governor for the aforementioned purposes, 

resent to him satisfactory evidence that he or they have com- 
plied with the provisions ofthis aet, then the Governor shall 
issue his warrant in favor of said person, or persons, on the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, to issue certificates 
for such quantities of land as he may have contracted for, with 
said person or persons—to be located at their own expense, on 
any of the unappropriated domain of the State; and when all 
the formula of the law has been complied with by said person or 
persons in locating or surveying the same, the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office shall issue Patents to said person or 
persons, for said land.” > 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Lott moved to take from the table, and place among the 
orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “ An act, relative to Spe- 
cial Judges of the Supreme Court.” 

' Motion carried. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to create the county of Van 
Zandt,” together with the amendment proposed by the Senate, 
were taken up. i 

Amendment read and adopted. 

The bill was then passed to a third reading. - 

Mr. Armstrong moved to re-consider the vote of the House, 
which refused to engross the bill for the benefit of Clerks and 
Sberiffs. 

Mr. Mosely moved that the motion be laid upon the table 
until to-morrow. - ' 

Motion lost. . 

Question—Shall the vote cf the House which refused to en- 
gross the bill for the ben2fit of Clerks and Sheriffs, be re-con- 
sidered ? ' 

The yeas and nays were called on the re-consideration of 
the vote, and stood as follows: 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrcng, Bogart,, Bourland, Bryan 


Crutcher, Davis of Liber‘y, DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Ed: 
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awards, ET Fields, Lott; “Mosely, Neal, Robertson, Run- 
nels, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor and Willie—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Carothers, Dennis, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Keenan,Lyens, Miller of C., Miller of H., Pease, 
Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Shaw, Stewart of Gon, 4 
Fruit, Walling, Wheeler and White—22. 


Ehe question ` was decided in the negafive. 

The “Joint resolution in relation to the Proviso, Slavery, the 
- Tariff, and the “War against Mexico,’ was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, of Liberty, 

The jeintresolution was read a second time, by its caption. 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out all in the eleventh.line ofthe 
first section, after the word “ States,” to.the word “as” in the 
éwelfth line, and insert “The: Constitution of the United States 
fecognizes slavery.” 

Amendment adopted. 

The bill was then pggsed'to a third reading. i 

A bill, which originated in the Senate, to entitled “An act 
to define the times: of holding the “District Courts‘in the Fifth, 
Sixth and Highth Judicial Districts,” was. taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

On motion, 

The rule of the-House wliich requires bills to be read on three 
several days,.was suspended, 

The bill.was then read a secoud time, and 

On motion, 

Passed to a third reading. 

À bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Alexander 
Wright,” was taken up, and ; 

Read a second time: x à 

Mr. Robertson moved that the bill be engrossed. 

The yeas and-nays were'called on the engrossment of the 
‘pill, and stood as-follows:: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crutcher, Davis of L, DeCordova, Dooly, Epperson, Fields, 
Haynie, Kee«an, Millican, Mosely, Neal, Rayner, Robertson, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Walling, “Winkler, White and 
- Willie—26. 

WNays—uavessrs. Armstrong, ‘Bourland, ee Dennis 


Eddy, lidwards, Goode, Hardeman, Millerof € „ McCown 
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McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Reagan, Runnels, Stewart 
of Gon., Taylor, Webb and.Wheeler—21. 


So the bill was. ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Reagan in the chair. ; 

Mr. Burroughs, chairmanofthe committee ow Enrolled, Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills; have-examined, an dfound. 
correctly enrolled, the following bills, &c.: f 

~ “An act concerning proeeedings in the District Courts ;” 

“ An actto incorporate the city of Nacogdoches ;” 

“An act for the relief of Master Builders and Mechanics of 
Texas; l : P 

“An act authorizing and requiring the County Courts to 
regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c. ;” 

A “Joint resolution authorizing the transfer of.one-half of a 
eertain lot in the city of Austin ;” 

“ An act to amend the seventeenth agd nineteenth sections of 
an act regulating Juries ;” and, k 

“An.actto regulate proceedings in cases of forcible entry and 
detainer?” Á 

The said bills and joint resolutions having. been:signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and. the President 
of the Senate, were this day presented to His Excellency; the 
Governor, for his approval. 

Report read and-accepted. 

A bill to: be entitled “Am act granting ‘to the Baylor Univer- 
sity, two leagues of land,” was taker up, and - 

Reat a second. time. .- Í 
_ On motion of Mr. Willie, 

The bill wås ordered tọ be engrossed.. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

The bili to be entitled “An act making an appropriation; for 
the support of the Governmeet, for the years 1848 and 1849,” 
was taken up, | 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entit’ed “An act to define the boundaries of Travis 
county,” was taken up, and ; ; ` 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

Read a second time by its caption, and 

Referred to the committee-on County -Boundaties.. 

Mr. Neal moved to re-consider the-vote. of yesterday, refus- 
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‘ing to pass toʻa third-reading a billto be entitled “An act to in- 
corporate the Colorado Navigation Company.” 

Mr. Robertson moved that the motion be laid upon the table. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. ‘Willie moved‘to tåke from the table, and place’ among 
the orders ofthe day, the petition of Jasper Gilbert. 

Metion carried. 

Mg. Lott moved to take from the table, all bills which have. 
‘been placed there by the order of the House. 

Motion lost. _ 

A bill to be entitled “An act to preverit free persons ef color 
‘from emigrating to and settling in this ‘State, ” was taken up. 

On motion, 

The bill was read a second time by its caption, and 

Referred to the committee on State Affairs. ` 

Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills' have exaniined the fol- 
lowing bills, and find:the same correctly engrossed : 

A bill to be entitled“ An act concerning proceedings in the 
District Courts” 

A bill to be entitled “An act making appropriations for ‘the 
support of the Government, for the years 1848 and 1849;? 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to amend the eleventh section of 
an act, to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for 
issuing Patents to legal claimants ;” and 

A bill to be entitled “An act to locate permanently the sea 
of justice of Calhoun county.” 

Report read and accepted. - 

-On motion of Mr. Stoddaré§ - 

"The. House adjourned until 3 @’clock, p.m. 


3 o'clock, P. mM. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Theroll was called, and a quorum found present. 

‘The House then proceeded fo business. 

A billto be entitled “An act authorizing Wm: M. Varnell to 
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establish Ferries across BiggBayou, and-McHenry’s Bayou in: 
Calhoun county,” was taken up, and. 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, ; 

The bill was referred to the commitiee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

Mr. Haynie introduced a “ Joint resolution authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Offico to purchase igg.No. 
two, in block No. ninety-seven, in the city of Austin” =~ 

Joint resolution read a first time. ` 

. On motion.of Mr. Haynie, 

The rule of the House, which requires bills, &c., to be read on 
three’ several days. was suspended. 

The joint resolution was then read a second time, and 

On motion; referred to the committee on the Land Office. 

Mr. Robertson, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved yas a standing rule of ‘the House, 'That there shall 
be no new business introduced after 10 o’clock,-a.m.! to-mor- 
row, the’ 15th inst; and that it shall require a majority of four- 
fifths to suspehd this rule.” 

Resolution ordered to lie on the table one.day for considera- 
ton. - 

A “Joint résolution to give to the people an opportunity of 
expressing their sentiments as to the division of the State,” was 
taken up, and 

Read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman, 

The joint resolution was laid upon the table. 

The petition of Jasper Gilbert, was taken up, and read. 

Ən motion of Mr. Reagan. 

The petition was referred to the committee on. Claims and 
Accounts. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills by that body: 

A billto be entitled “An act to authorize the Secretary of 
State to charge fees in certain cases ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act, to repeal the eleventh section 
of an act, supplementary to an-act, to dete.t fraudulentlandcer- 
tificates, and to provide for issuing Patents to legal claimants,” 

A bill to be entitled “ An acé, supplementary to an act, to 
regulate the Public Printing, approved „March the 8th, 1848.” 

The House was also informed that the Senate had passed 


r 
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the following: bills, which originated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, with amendments : i a 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the regulation of Pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river ;” ; . 

A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the town of San 
Augustine ;” i i i 

A bill to be entitled “An act to raise a revenue by direct tax- 
ation ;” ; ; 

A bill to be entitled “An- act prescribing the punishment for 
cutting down, carrying away, or destroying trees, or timber 
upon any land, without the consent of the owner ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to organize Justice’s Courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of thesame ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to establish the method of try- 
. ing the right of property, levied on under writs of execution, 
sequestration and attachment, where the same is claimed by. a 
person who is nota party to such suit ;” pe 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for thé exchange of 
Books, Maps and Charts ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to define the time of holding 
elections for the several State and County Officers, and for Rep- 
resentatives to the United States Congress ;” and 

A “Joint Resolution “authorising and requiring the Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts to issue warrants paying A. B. 
Gray, for servics in running and marking the Eastern boundary 
line of Texas.” i 

The House was also informed that the Senate had passed 
the following bill, which originated in the House of Represen- 
tatives without, amendment : : : - 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate the Huntsville 
Male Instit&te ;” atid, ` 

A bill to be entitled “An Act supplementary to an Act, enti- 
tled an Act to restore lands sold for taxes and bid in by the 
Government, to the former owners; approved, April 27th, 
1846 ; ‘and a 

That the Senate had concurred in the amendments of ‘the 
House of Representatives, to a bill to be entitled, “An Act to 
provide for the election of electors of President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States ;” and 7 

That the reports of the committee of Conference, relative to 
a bill to be entitled “An Act to organize Justi¢es Courts, and 

to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same ;” and 
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A bill to be entitled “An Act to define the time of holding 
eleetions for the several State and county officers and for Rep- 
resentatiyes to the United States: Congress,” had been adopted 
by that body; and- - 

That the Senate insist on the adoption of their amendment, 
to-a bill to be entitled “An Actto provide for the exchange of 
books, maps and charts.” . 


a 
* 


r = 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following report: l 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred-a 
bill to be entitled “An Act to allow mileage to Sheriffs and 
Constables,’ have examined the same, and believing that there 
ought to be a general revision of the laws regulating fees of 
office, they have drawn up a bill to be entitled “An Act regu- 
lating fees of office,” which is herewith presented to the House, 
and recommended as a substitute for the original bill. ~- 

Substitute offered by the committee, read and adopted. 

Mr. Mosely moved to amend the bill, by striking out “two 
dollars”*to County- Clerks for marriage license, and inserting 
“twenty-five cents.” 

Mr. Robertson moved to amend the amendment, by inserting 
after “twenty-five cents,” “and that this part of this Act shall ex- 
tend to the counties of Bowie and Cass, only :” 

Motion lost. . 

Mr. Miller of H., called for a division ofthe question. 

Question—Shall the words, “two dollars” to County Clerks 
for marriage license, be stricken out-of the bill ? 

The House decided in the negative. ` 

Mr. Goode moved to amend the bill, by striking out “two 
dollars”.for taking the acknowledgement of married women, 
¢., and inserting “fifty cents 2? 

Amendment rejected. . 

Mr. Miller of H., moved to amend the bill, by striking out 
“twenty” in the’15th line of the 1st page, and inserting 
twenty-five”  - : 

Amendment rejected. i 

Mr. Miller of H., then offered the following as an amend- 
ment to the bill: i 
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Strike out “ey enty-five,”.4 in. the. 10th Üie of. the Ist pages sand 
insert “fifteen ” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Keenan moved that, the bill be ee 

‘Mr. Stout moved the previous ‘question: ` 

Motion carried. 


~~ 


Question—Shall the bill ne now under the E R of the 
House, :be engrossed? , 


p p 


‘Fhe yeas and nays 
bill, and stood as follows : 

Veas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Carothers; Crutcher, 
Dennis, Davis of R., Edwards, Epperson, Hardeman, Keenan, 
Lott, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Runnels, 
Shannon, Stewart of Gon., “Webb, Walling, Winkler, ‘Wheeler 
and W illie—26. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan, Eddy, Fields, 
Goode, Haynie, Lewis, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, . 
Mosely, McCown, Rains, Robertson, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, 
Taylor, Truit and White—21. 

So the bill was ordered to be-engrossed. _ 


re called:on {the engrossment of the 


Mr. Allen moved to take’ from the table, a bill to be entitled 
‘An Act for the relief of Seth Marvin :” 
Motion carried. 


Question—Shall the bill now under. the consideration of the 
House, be finally passed ? 
The House decided in the affirmative. 


Mr. McNeill in the Chair.. - . 


A bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for the collection of 
the arrearages of taxes, due under the laws of the late Republic 
of Texas ;” was * 

On motion of Mr. Epperson, 

Taken up. 

‘The amendments to the bill proposed by the commmittee, 
were then 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Willie moved that the proviso in the 2d section of the 
pill, be stricken out: =, 

Motion lost, : 


t mea 


t 
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Mr. Mosely moved to amend the bill, by striking out “July,” 
and inserting “September:” 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Willie offered the folowing amendment, as an addttional 
section to the bill: 

“Be it further enacted, That any former Collector of direct 
taxes under the laws of the Republic of -Texas, may be dis- 
charged from his official bond by presenting to the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts a list under oath, and certified to by the 
County Court of his county, showing hat balance is due by 
him, and paying said balance into the “Treasury ; and none of 
_ said Collectors shall be responsible for taxes due by insolvent 
or defaulting tax payers.” 

Amendment adopted. 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed ? 


- The yeas and nays were called on the engrossment of the 
bill, and stood as follows: l 

_ Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crutcher, DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Harde- 
man, Haynie, Keenan, Miller of C., Mosely, McNeill, Pease, 
Perry, Potter, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, 
Stoddard, Stewart of Gon, Webb, Winkler, Wheeler and 
White—32, 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Burroughs, Edwards, Goode, 
Lewis, Miller of H., McCown, Rayner, Shannon, Taylor, 
Truit, Walling and Willie—13. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. Webb moved to take from the table, and place among 
the orders of the day, a bill to be entitled “An Act for the relief — 
of Mary W. Chalmers :” 

Motion carried. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and found 
correctly Enrolled, the following bills: 

“An Act for the relief of Thomas J. Stell ;” - 

“An Actto validate the election of Mayor and Aldermen for 
he city of New Braunfels ;” l 
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«An Act for the relief of Robt. H, Beale;” 

“An Act te make valid-the acts of John D. Banton ;” 

“An Act to authorise the Comptroller.of Public Accounts to 
transfer to S. L. Johnson, an Austin city Lot ;” - 

“An Act to require public county officers to keep their offices- 
at the County Seat ;” ; 

“An Act for the relief of Alfred Briggance;” and 

“An Act for the relief of Henry M. Smith.” 

The said bills having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the President of the Senate, were 
this day presented to His Excellency the Governor, for his 
approval. 

Report read and accepted. 


On motion of Mr. Hardeman, 
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock, 


& 


eed 


House of Representatives, 
City of Austin, March 15th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, and 


The following members answered to their names : 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, Crutch- 
er, Dennis, Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, 
Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, 
Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H, Millican, Mosely, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Pease Perry, Rains, Rayner, Railey, Runnels, 
Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Smart, Taylor, Truit, 
Webb, Walling and Wheeler. 


‘A quorum being present, 
The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 


The House then proceeded to business. 


Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
made the following report : 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a ` 
bill to be entitled “An Act to provide for compiling and cor- 


* 
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recting maps of the several Land Districts of this State,” have 

had the same under consideration, and believing the law very 

much needed in this State for the completion of maps, have in- 

structed me to report the bill back to the - House with an amend- 
ment, anl respectfully-to recommend its. passage. 

' ‘Report and bill received and laid upon the table, to come up 

in their regular order. 


à 

Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on County Bound- 
aries, made the following report: 

Fhe committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
red the petitien-of the citizens of “Titus, Cass and Upshur 
counties, relative to a change in their county lines, and, also, 
a bill defining the same, have had the subject under considera- 
tion, and a majority of said committee have instructed me to 
report the same back to the House, and respectfully to 
recommend, that any further action thereon, be indefinitely 
postponed. 

Report and bill received and laid upon the table, to come up 
in their regular order. l 


The Speaker announced that the first Assistant Clerk of the . 
House, Mr. E.S. C. Robertson, had left for home, in conse- 
quence of the sickness of his family. l 

Mr. Pease moved to grant the Chief Clerk permission to ` 
employ an Assistant Clerk : , 

Motion ‘carried. ; 

Mr. Willie asked leave of absence for Mr. E. S. C. Robertson, 
first Assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives, during 
the remainder of the session: 

Leave granted. 


Mx. Runnels presented the following Protest against the 
rejection of the bill, to be entitled “An Act allowing the Clerks 
and Sheriffs of the late Republic of Texas, to audit their 
accounts :” ; 
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PROTEST, 
Of the Hon. H. R: Runnels, against the rejection.by the House 
of Representatives of the bill-to be. entitled “An. Act allowing: 


the Clerks and Sheriffs of the: Late. Republic, to audi 
theix accounts. 


James W. Henderson, Esq., 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The undersigned avails himself of his privilege, as a member 
of the House of Representatives, to express and enter upon 
the Journals, his dissent from the action of the: House, in rejec- 
ting the bill:authorising the auditing of the accounts of Sheriffs 
and Clerks, against the late Republic. of Texas. 

A brief review. of the-action ef the House.on former.accas 
sions, will be necessary to a fair exposition of the merits and 
facts of the case : 


It will be recollected that at an earlier-period of the session a 
bill was passed through the House, and has since become-a law, 
allowing set-of.in- certain cases, which-was intended’ especially 
for the relief of -some two or three individuals ; and that-an 
account of many thousands was involved. From its special 
and. limited character but:few- could-avail themselves of-the `. 
benefits of its provisions; in fact, only those-persons-for:whose 
special relief it was infroduced—notwithstanding its seemingly 
general character. 

The undersigned: would respectfilly submit, that- believing 
justice to-be a-commion object -in-the-instittition of government; 
aswell as: that it-is-the common-right of every -individual to 
expect its fair dispensation, he introduced a-bill (for-which; that 
under“ consideration was a’ substitnte,) : allowing a Sheriff of 
the late Républic, to- audit his aceounts’so-that*-te might ‘avail 
himself. of the: provisions: ofthe bilk adowing-set-of Theun- 
dersigned: thought this but an act- of justice; inasmuch as he 
was: of the: opinion that-it was-a relief bill. Its provisions 
should not be wholly restricted to- the priveleged few who ask 
and obtain their thousands, whilst those-with claims of less mag 
nitude and equally meritorious, were rejected ; .but that alt. posses- 
sed an equal-right to‘justice; and equal claims upon tle State in 
its:disposal of favors and'bounties.. To this bill, it-was objected, 
that there were ‘many officers throughout the State, both: Sher- 
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iffs and Clerks, who hold similar demands against the Republic, . 
and that the bill was, in itself, partial. By the action of the 
House, it was determined that there should be a general bill, 
providing for that class of claimants. The bill was referred, 
and a substitute drawn and reported to the House, in accor- 
dance with its previous action, which, it might have been sup- 
posed, would have given satisfaction, as it was general, and 
merely authorized the auditing of the accounts—when prop- 
erly authenticated—of those who have served the country; who 
have aided in the administration of justice, both at the expense 
of their time and money, and whom, it would now seem, need | 
not indulge even the hope of the poorest charity, as a reward for 
their services; for thus, no less than equal justice has been 
denied them. 

In view of these facts, the undersigned Protests against such 
a course ef injustice, for its partiality and unfairness, and as 
being derogatory to every well established principle; and to 
the mind of the undersigned, without a single circumstance to 
reconcile it with the past. 

It has been urged that this measure was unnecessary, inas- 
much as there has actually passed the House, a “bill for the 
liquidation of the Public Debt,” that would accomplish the 
object desired to be attained. 

This is improbable, or the undersigned is much mistaken, 
if it is’ but considered, the uncertainty of this bill becoming 
a law, 

Thus the startling imjustiez to those who hold claims of this 
description, acknowledged by all to possess the highest merit, 
and which, if it were justifiable to make exceptions, would be 
especially entitled to the promptest justice and consideration.—- 
By the rejection of this measure, they have been denied the 
poor tribute of the slightest regard ; and that in the face of the 
many relief bills passed, and appropriations made from the 
Treasury for other objects, they are denied the benefits of the 
special Legislation, so freely lavished upon others ; and even of 
coming in, and participating with other creditors, under the - 
provisions of a nominally general bill. 

It is said that there is an enormous amount of these claims, 
and that fact is spoken of as the bugbear by which to terrify 
those who might be disposed to render justice to them. Now, 
what if this were the fact? aside from this particular cause. 
What, (as it is by some supposed,) if these claims should 
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amount to one hundred thousand dollars? Have they the less 
merit, or are they the less entitled to Gonsideration on that 
account ? _ Or, because they.are held in small amounts by dif- 
ferent individuals—many or most of whom, from their position, 
may not be able to array an interest in their behalf; such as it 
might seem, is necessary to their successful prosecution—have 
they.the less merit, or should justice be denied them on that 
account ? - 

The undersigned would state, lest he be misunderstood, that 
entertaining as he does—that Laws should be equal and general— 
he has opposed the passage of specialand private bills in almost 
every instance, upon thé principle, that Legislating for the relief 
of one, and refusing another, alike entitled to consideration, is 
foreign to the true objects of Legislation, and alike unjust as it 
is unjustifiable, and he therefore, Protests against it. 

The undersigned asked by the adoption of this measure, the 
payment of no. money—he asked nv special privilege—all that 
was. sought to be obtained, was that which has been granted to 
others at the present Session of the Legislature——all that was 
asked, was that justice, which every individual is entitled to 
under the broad principle of equal rights, established. by Gov- 
ernment itself. . 


- [Signed,] H. R- RUNNELS. 
March “15th, 1848. 


Mr. Eddy, chairman of the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred a “Joint Resolution to Audit the Claims of R. S. 
Neighbors,” made the following report : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred a “Joint Res- 
olution to authorise the Comptroller of the State of Texas, to 
Audit and pass upon the Claims of R. S.: Neighbors, late 
Quarter-Master and Commissary in the Army of Texas,” have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to 
report the Joint Resolution back to the House and to recom- 
mend its passage. 

Report and Joint Resolution received and laid upon the 
table, to come up in their regular order. f 
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Mr. Millican, chairman of tle Select Committee; appointed: 
forthe purpose’ of “examining“into thé condition ofthe Adji: - 
tant General’s Office? made the followitig report: 


Committee Roo, 


March 13th, 1848 


Hon. James W. Henderson, - E 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Select Committee, raised for-the purpose of examing 
“the condition“of the Adjutant General’s Office,” with instruc- 
tions “to reportas early-as practicable,” under the Resolution 
adopted. by the House—beg leave to-present as-tlie legitimate 
result of the examination, which: your Committee; in. view of 
present cireumstanées; were enabled to give thesubject under 
consideration, the following: report; which; it- may be*ptoper 
to premite,- contains: no- deduction: or inférence; but simply~ a 
-statement: of facts indicating: the condition: of said Office, and 
thereby: effecting: entirely the purpose, for the:accomplishment 
of which, as“your! Committee: conceive; the duty was assigned 
to them : 


The foll6wing’ list of Books are to fowiid=in: the Office, 
to wit— ` 


Letter Book (marked) B, containing four hundred (400) pages 
filled to page 181. 

Letter Book (marked) (A,) 470 pages, entirely | filled. 
‘“ “ “ A,} ts “ u : 


462 

®© u ‘“ J 399 itten pages. 
a “ E at 353 iii e : L 

«o  & (paymaster’s.dep’t,): 28 i : 

« a (ordnance dep’t,) 99 s y 

i “ (subsistence dep’t.,) 14 “ : 


« © one blank ledger. _ 
Ledger (marked) A, containing 59 pages written. 
Blank Ledger (mutilated) (War Dep't.) 
Ledger, 80 pages written, (Subsistence Dep't.) 
Ledger No. 1, containing 7 pages written. 

‘6 í 4 s s 

“ of small size, “ g4 á «“ si 
Day-Book,§(mutilated,) partly [writen upon. 
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Journal, (mutilated) 9 pages written, of large size. 

s (Subsistence Dept.) 31 pages written, of large si: size. 
A, (Quarter-master’ s Dept.) 

(Pay-master’s Dep't.,) 6 pages written “ * 


$e 
es 


Invoice-Book, (Subsistence Dep't.) 37 written pages. 
Log-Book, labelled private journals. 

Record-Book, 400 pages 

Register, (Navy Dep't t.) 46 pages written. 

Log-Book, ef E of Schooner eres 
Letter-Book, Ge x badly mutilated. 

Journal of the Army under command of Gol "Rodgers 
Private Log-Book, (marked) Jounal. 

Ordnance Book, partly written. J 
Journal, labelled Act Cur rent, (Navy Dep’ t.) 

J ournal of letters, 

Small Ledger,. (marked) Day-Book, 51 pages written. 
Day-Book, “partly written, 

Record-Book, (Navy Dep’t.,) 112 pages written. 

Journal, (Pay-master’s Dep’t.,) 187 pages written. 

Register, (Navy Dep't.) partly written. 

Two Day-Books, partly written. : 

Special Order Books, Old Series, containing 344 pages written, 


and New Series, 2 pages written. 


Record of Bounty Lands. 

Register of Muster Rolls, containing 440 pages written. 
Letter Book, (Navy Dept.) 162 pages Written. 

Army Register, (Navy Dept.) 

Invoice Book, (marked) N T. 

Register of Militia Officers, State of Texas. 

Register No. 1, (Pay-master’s Dept.) i 

Record of Land War rants, issued by Mr. Poe. 

One Blank Ledger. 

A large Book, (Lst Auditor’s Office,) containing 2 pages written. 
Letter Book, (A,) Adjt General’s Office, 25 pages written. 
Letter Book, (A.) Adjt. General’s Office, partly ‘written. 
General-Order Book, (A.) partly written. 

Bounty-Land Book, (A) 4 

Register of the officers of the Republic of Texas, partly written. 
Regist ter, (Pay-master’: s Dep't) 


67 
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It is necessary to state here, that most of the above-de- 
scribed Books are large and substantially bound. 


Two Books containing a record of donations of land. 
One Book, (Ordnance Dep't.) 


containing Orders of the Provisional Govern- 


ment, 1836. 
“ containing aly (Ordnance Dep't.) 
ts o o k list of administrators. 
“ eae letters from the “Post” West Manard. 
« “(Surgeon Gen’. Dep’t..) 1837-8, full. 
“ (Ordnance Dep’t.,) mutilated. 
K f (War Dep't) memorandum, from 1839 to 1841. 
å u «diary, from 1842 to 1846. 
ik “ report of donation lands, issued from 1838 to 1840. 


Journal of the Texian Schooner “Independence.” 
One Book, report of bounty lands, from 18388 to 45. 
i «movements of the Army in 1836-7. 
me c (Surgeon Gen’l. Office,) correspondence in the 
year 1838-9. 


160 copies of Army Tactics, Republic of Texas. 
One Book, (Purser’s Dep't.) 
i Day-Book, from 1838 to °40, (Ordnance Dep't. 
“ Book, (Militia Orders,) in 1841. 


“ “ bound, from 1838 to 41, (Ordnance Dep’t,) 
i & roster of detail, 1836-7. 
t: “list of commissioned officers, 1837. 


Log-Book of the Schooner “Brutus,” 1836. 
Letter * (received by the Secretary of War and the Execu- 
tive in 1886-7. 


Index. blank, or nearly so. ’ 
One Book, (account of Subsistence Dep’t..) 1840. 
Index to the same, blank. 
Letter-Book, (Navy Dep’t.) mutilated. 
«? blank, marked (Navy Dep't.) 
Journal of bounty land certificates from 1837 to 39. 
Register of commissions and resignations of Naval cffcers 
from 1836 to 1839. 
Gen’l. Index containing contents of books, 1 23 and 4. 
One Book ceutaining list of Scidicrs enlisted from 1839 to 1840. 
“ small book containing a list of officers of the Texas 
Army, ‘rom 1826 :0 168. 
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A Diary, (mutilated) 
Two Books containing a list of foreign Volunteers, in the 


years 1835-6. 


One Book list of citizen Volunteers in 1835-36. 
- a containing list a of Soldiers discharged and OMi- 


resigned from 1836 to 1838. 


Roll Book, from 1836 to 38, (War dee 
Register of bounty lands. 
A small book containing the opinions of the ae Gen'l 
in 1838 and 39. 
A book containing information respecting the Navy while 
under the command of E. W. Moore. ' 


One Book containing a list of land certificates issued by Mr. 
Poe, from No. 1. to No. 1699. 


í “ muster-rolls of Militia Volunteers and Rangers. 
from 1836 to ’40. 
i “ articles of clothing furnished Militia Volunteers 


and Rangers. 
“ £ (Subsistence Dep’t,) aea, 
A small book containing the report of the late Adj't. General. 
Wm. G. Cook. : 


A book containing original bounty claims. 
Journal of accounts from 1838 to ’40. 
A book Gon Anne orders, (Ordnance Dep’ t. J) from 1838 to `E 


Aimas all of the last mentioned books are of small size 
and not well bound. 


There will ʻalso be found in the Office, the following, 
to wit: 


Eleven packages of donation vouchers, from Nos. 1, to 1244., 

Highty pakages bounty-land vochers from Nos. 1, to 10111 
issued during the existence of the Republic of Texas. 

Four packages bounty-land vouchers, from Nos. 1 to 850, issued 
by the Adj't. Gen. of the State of Texas. 

- Kleven packages of pay warrants, from Nos. 1 to 2000. 

Thirteen packages containing about two hundred miscellaneous 
papers, from 1836 to 1841. 

Seven packages containing muster-rolls, lettered from A to W.. 
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One package of muster-rolls of Spy Companies, from 1840 to 46. 

Five packages muster-rolls of the Regular Infantry. 

Packages from A to 8, containing muster-rolls of Cavalry. 

Packages from A to W, containing descriptive rolls of Regulars 
and Volunteers. 

Packages from A to Z, containing muster-rolls of the Artillery. . 

Packages containing muster-rolls of Texian Troops who went 

~ to Mexico from 1836 to 1848. : 

Fifteen packages of miscellaneous muster-rolls. 

137 packages containing miscellaneous papers, filed in reference 
to War and Marine Dep’ts. 

300 or 400 packages of buttons. t 

Five large packages of wafers, and about sixteen reams of 


paper. 


Your committee in conclusion, would remark that there are 
many papers of importance in the office, unrecorded, which, it 
is recommended, should be carefully recorded—leaving to the 
Adjutant General full exercise of his discretion in determining 
what papers should be first recorded. 


All of which is respectfully submitted to the House for its 
consideration. 


[Signed,] E. W. MILLICAN, Chairman, 
JAMES L. ALLEN, 

` Z. WMS. EDDY, 
WM. H. BOURLAND, 
GUY M. BRYAN. 


Report received. 


Mr. Sterne moved to suspend the rule, as to the order of bills 
which have been laid upon the table one day for consideration, 
and that the “Joint Resolution for the relief of R. S. Neighbors,” 
be taken up: 

Motion lost. 

Mr. DeCordova introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act to 
allow donation warrants to be located in two places :” 

Bill read a first time. 
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Mr. Fields moved that the rule of the House, which requires 
bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion lost. . 

Mr. Reagan introduced a bill to be entitled “ An act to di- 
vide the Nacogdoches Representation District.” 

Bill read a first time. 

On motion, 

The House then proceeded fo the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to establish the method of try- 
ing the right of property levied upon under writs of Execu- 
tion, Sequestration and Attachment, where the same is claim- 
ed by a person<who is not a party to such writ,” together with 
the amendments of the Senate, were taken up. ` 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A “Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public 
_ Accounts to issue warrants paying A. B. Grey, for services, in 
running and marking the Eastern Boundary Line of Texas,’ 
together with the amendment proposed by the Senate, were 
taken up. 

Amendment read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for the exchange of 
Books, Maps and Charts,” together with the amendments pro- 
posed by the Senate, were taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

Mr. Stout moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion lost. 

The resolution prohibiting the introduction of new business 
into the House of Representatives after 10 o "clock on Wed- 
nesday, the 15th inst., was taken up, 

Read and rejected. 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to define the times of holding 
the District Courts in the Fifth, Sixth and Eighth Judicial 
Districts,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, of Houston, 

A þill to be entitled “ An act, supplementary to an act, to 
establish the Judicial Districts of the District Courts,” was 
taken up, and substituted for the original bill. 

On motion, 

The rule ofthe House which requires bills to be read on 
three several days, was suspended. 
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The bill was then read a second time. , 

Mr. Bogart offered the following as an amendment to the 
bjll; 

“And that this act take effect from and after the first Mon- 
day in January, 1850.” 

Amendment rejected. 

Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 


House, be engrossed ? : 
The House decided in the affirmative. 
On motion, 


The rule was further suspended, and the bill wasread a 
third time and passed. l 

The “Joint resolution in relation to the Proviso, Slavery, thè 
Turif, and the War against Mexico,” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Potter. 

‘The Joint resolution was read a third time by its caption, 
and passed. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engressed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
pe entitled “An act regulating fees of office,” and find the same 
“orrectly engrossed. 

Report read and accepted. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to locate permanently the seat 
vi justice of Calhoun county,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act, to amend the eleventh section 
fan act, supplementary to an act, to detect fraudulent land 
eertificates, and to provide for issuing Patents to legal claim- 
nts,” was taken up, 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act concerning proceedings jn the 
District Courts.” was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

‘The bill was read a third time by its caption, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to create the county of Van 
Zandt,” was taken up. 

On motion, f 

The bill was read a third time by its caption, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled “An aet prescribing the punishment for 
cutting down and carrying away, or destroying trees or tim- 
her, upon any lands without the consent of the owner,” togeth - 
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er with the amendment made thereto by the Senate, were ta- 
ken up. 

Amendment read and rejected. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to raise a revenue by taxation,” 
together with the amendments proposed by the Senate, were 
taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the the Town of 
San Augustine,” together with the amendments proposed by 
the Senate, were taken up. 

Amendments read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled “An act for the regulation of Pilots, at 
the mouth of the Brazos river,” together with the amendment 
proposed by the Senate, were taken up. 

Amendment read and concurred in. # 

Mr. Robertson. chairman ofthe committee on Internal Im- 
‘provements, made the following report: 

The committee on Internal improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled “An act authorizing Wm. H. Var- 
nell, to establish Ferries across Big Bayou and McHenry’: 
Bayou, in Calhoun county,” have had the same under conside- 
ration, and a majority of said committee have instructed me 
to report the bill back to the House, and to recommend its fa- 
vorable consideration. 

Report and bill received, and laid upon the table, to come 
up in their regular order. 

A bill, from the Senate, to be entitled “An act to authorize 
the Secretary of State to charge fees in certain cases,” was 
taken up, and 

Read a first time. 

A. bill, from the Senate, to be entitled “An act, supplement- 
ary to an act, to regulate the Public Printing,” was taken up, 
and read a first time. 

Mr. Keenan moved that the rule of the House which re- 
quires bills to be read on three several days, be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

The bill was then read a second time, and 

Cn motion, : 

Passed to a third reading. - 

On motion of Mr.’ McNeill, 

The rule was farther suspended, and 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, by that body, of a bill which originated 
inthe House of Representatives, to be entitled “An act to es- 


tablish the county seat of the county of Cameron,” with the 
folowing amendments: 


First. Strike out “Point Isabel,” and insert “Freeport.” 


Second. Strike out the “Bay of Brazos del St. Iago,” and 
insert “On the Rio Grande.” 

Amendments read and rejected. 
Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, and 

found correctly engrossed, the following bills— 

A bill to be entitled “An act to authorize and require the 
Governor to empléy counsel, to represent. the State in suits 
and.actions wherein the State may be interested, that may be 
taken to the Supreme Court of the United States ;” 

A bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate the Goliad Sta- 
tistical Society ;” j 

A bill to be entitled an act granting to the , Baylor Univer- 
sity two leagues of land ;” 

A bill to be entitled “ An act to incorporate the Gaeo 
Manufacturing Company ;” and 


A bill to be entitled’ “An act for the relief of Sioda 
Wright.” 


Report read and accepted. 

A bill, from the Senate, to be entitled “An act to prescribe 
tne time of holding the Courts in the Second Jucicial District 
of the State of Texas,’ was taken up, and 

. Read a first time. 

` On motion, 

The rule of the House which requires bills to be read cn 
three several days, was suspended. 

The bill was then read a second time by its caption, and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion, 

The rule was further suspended, and the bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

A bill, from the Senate, to be entitled “An act, to repeal the- 
eleventh section of an act, supplementary to an act, to detect 
fraudulent land certificates, and to provide for issuing Patents 
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to legal claimants, approved February the 4th, 1841,” was 

taken up, and 3 ; a 
Read a first time. = l 
The substitute for a bill to be entitled “An act to prescribe. 


the manner of legitimating illegitimate children,” was taken 
taken up, 


Read and adopted. ° 

Mr. Mosely moved that the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Potter offered the following as an amendment to the 
bill: ` oa j 

Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not pre- 
vent any person from willing property as heretofore.” ` 

Amendment read and adopted. 

-Question—Shall the bill now under consideration of the 
House, be engrossed ? . 

The House decided in the affirmative, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed. - 

A bill to be entitled “An act to provide for removing the Su- 
preme Court, to the town of Huntsville,’ was taken up. - 

Mr. Reagan moved that the bill be made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow. , 

Mr. Mosely moved that the House adjourn until 8 o’clock, 
P. M. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Goode moved to amend the bill by striking out “Hunts- 
ville,” and inserting “Marshall and Goliad.” 

Amendment rejected. : 

The sense of the House was then taken on Mr. Reagans 
motion, and the 

Motion lost, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The House then adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


3 o'clock, p. m, 


The House met pursuant fo adjournment. 
The roll was called; 
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And a quorum found present. s 

The House then proceeded to business, 

The bill (pending on the adjournment ofthe House,) to be 
entitled “an actto provide for rerħoving the Supreme Court 
to the town of Huntsville,” 

Was again taken up. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage, by that body, of the following bills : 

Substitute for a bill to be entitled “an act creating the coun- 

ty of Cooke, in honor of Col. Wm. G. Cooke.” 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for permanently fix- 
ing the seat of justice of the county of Dallas,” with an amend- 
ment. 

A bill to be entitled “an act to authorize and require the 
Judges of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, 
for the trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, 
the punishment of which is death.” 

And of the passage of the following bills, &c., which origin- 
ated in the House of Representatives : 

A-bill to be entitled “an act to repeal the fourth section of 
an act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue patents upon unconditional headright certificates for 
land; approved May the 12th, 1846.” 

A bill to beentitled “an act appropriating certain fines and 
forfeitures;” ` 

With an amendment. 

A “Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Mark Noble, 
deceased, 

A “Joint Resolution instructing our Senators and request- 
ing our Representatives in the Congress of the United States 
to use their efforts to have a law pdssedto extend the juris- 
diction of Texas over one half ofthe waters of Sabine Pass, 
Lake and river,” and 

A substitute for the bill to be entitled “an act to fix the times 
of holding the District Courts in the 9th Judicial District.” 


Mr. Burroughs Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the following report: 

The committee on enrolled bills have examined and find 
correctly enrolled the following bills, &c. 
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“An act to’ incorporate the town of Goliad;” 

“An act changing the. name of the county seat of Collin 
county;” 3 A 

“An act to restore lends sold sold for taxes and bid i in by the 
State, to their former owners,” and < 

A “Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Comp- 
troller of Public Accounts to issue warrants paying A.'B. Gray 
for services in running and marking the eastern boundary line 
of Texas.” 

The said bills and Joint Resolution harus been signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President 
of the Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency the 
Governor for his approval. 

Report read and accepted. 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on engrossed bills have sann and found 
correctly engrossed the following bill: 

A bill to be entitled “an act to provide for the ‘collection of 
arrearages of Taxes due on property assessed under the laws 

o fthe late Republic of Texas. 
Report read and accepted. 


— 


Mr. Mosely introduced a bill to be entitled “an act to define 
the times and places for holding the Supreme Court of the State 
of Texas;” which was offered as a substitute for the bill then 
under consideration of the House. 

Mr. “Mosely moved that the bill and substitute, be made the 
special order of the day for Friday next. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved that a call-of the House be 
made. 

Motion carried. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and a quorum was 
found present. 

a ‘Mosely moved that the call of the House be suspend: 
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ed for the absent members. 

Mr. Fields in the Chair. 

Mr. Goode moved that the call of the House be suspended. 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

The call was suspended. .- 

Mr. Webb moved that a call of the House be made. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Crutcher moved that Mr. Saddler be excused from an- 
swering to the call of his name. 

Mr. Willie moved that the call be suspended. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Miller of Houston moved that a committee be appoin- 
ted to receive the votes of members who v were absent on ac- 
count of sickness. 

Motion carried. 

The chair then appointed, 

Messrs. Miller of Houston, and Rayner to receive the votes 
of Messrs. Saddler and Irion; and Messrs. Winkler and Mose- 
ly to receive the vote of Mr. Wren. 

. McCown moved that a committee be appointed to wait 
upon Messrs. Railey and Eddy. 

Mr. Tavlor moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 9 o’clock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved that all the committees be excused 
from waiting upon absc at members. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. Stout moved that the bill and substitute be indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

Motion lost. 

The sense of the House was then taken in ilana to Mr. 
Mosely’s motion to make the bill and substitute the special or- 
der of the day for¥Friday next, arid the 

Motion-carried. 

Mr. McCown moved that the House adjourn until to-mor- 
row morning 9 o'clock. 

Motion lost. 

Mr Sterne moved that the vote of the House just taken on 
Mr. Mosely’s motio? be reconsidered. 


Mr. McCown moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘be dispatch- 
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The-yeas and nays w ere called on the reconsideration of the 
vote and stood as follows : 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Carothers, Davis of 
L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Edwards, Fields, Keenan, Lott, 
Miller of C., Miller of H., McCown, McNeill, Neal, Potter, 
Rayner, Reagan, Sterne, Stewart of Gon., Winkler, Wheeler 
and , Willie—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Crutcher, Dennis, Dooley, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Lewis, Lyons, Millican, Mosely, Pease, Perry, Rains, 
Robertson, Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Tay- 
lor, Truit, Webb, Walling and White.—30. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote. 


Mr. Davis of Liberty moved that the House adjourn until. 
Monday morning next. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to take from the table. a motion fo re- 
consider the vote refusing to pass to a third reading,a bill to 
be entitled “an act to incorporate the Colorado Navigation 
Company.” 

Motion lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 


House of Representatives, 
~ City of Austin, March 16th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, 

And the following ‘members answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, “Allen, Bogart, Crutcher, Davis, of L., Da- 
vis of R., Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan,Lott, Lyons, Miller of ©., Miller 
of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, ‘McNeill, Perry, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw 


f 
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Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stewart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler, White and Willie. 
A quorum being present, 


The Journal ofthe preceding day was read and adopted. 


Mr. Fields, Chairmen of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report. 

The Finance committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Henry Gibson asking pay for a certain negro slave executed 
by the Sheriff of Matagorda county to meet the reasonable 
demands of justice for a violation of the laws of the land, have 
had the same under consideration and the committee have 
unanimously instructed me to report that they know of no law 
by the provisions of which the petitioner has any right to re- 
ceive pay from the State for his said slave, and as they are 
unwilling to establish a precedent by allowing payin this in- 
stance, and unwilling to recommend the passage of any law 
on the subject, they recommend that the petition be laid upon 
the table. 

Which report was received to come up in its regular order. 


a p 


Mr. Allen, chairman ofthe committee on State Affairs made 
tne following report: 

The committee on State Affairs to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to prevent free persons of color from 
emigrating to, or settling in this State, have instructed me tẹ 
report the same back to the House, and ask to be discharged 
from its further consideration. í 


Report received, to come up among the orders ofthe day. 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, re- 
ported: 


- The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of James Cocke, of Hous.on county, praying that the 


+ 


; 1071 

Legislature confirm the manumission of a mulatto boy named 
Thomas Jefferson, have instructed me to report the same*back 
to the House, and to recommend that it be laid upon the table. 

Which report was received, to come up in its regular order. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had passed the following bills: ae 

An act to amend an act supplementary to an act to detect 
fraudulent land certificates, passed at the 5th Congress of the 
Republic of Texas. i - 

A bill tò be entitled an act to give each separate county in 
this State its own County Surveyor, map and records, with 
amendments : ee 

An act to provide for deductions from the salaries of Judges 
ofthe Supreme and District Courts and District Aitorneys of 
this State who may neglect the performance of certain duties 
assigned them by law, with amendments : 

A bill to-be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazos Rail Road Company: : 

An act to prevent burning the woods and prairies : 

An act to incorporate Cherokee Academy, in the town of 
Rusk, in the county of Cherokee. ae eek 


Mr. Alien, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize Robert H. Porter to construct 
a turnpike road aud establish a ferry on the Trinity River, at 
Porter’s Bluff, with the report of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements thereon, have had the same under consideration, 
and dissenting from the opinion of that committee relative to 
the constitutional objections to the bill, have instructed me to 
report it back to the House, and recommend it to the favorable 
consideration of the House. i 

Report and bill received, to comé.up in their regular order. 


- 
— 


Mr. Allen moved to take up the orders of the day. 
Carried: 
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An act appropriating certain fines and forfeitures; with 
amendments from the Senate: 

Read and concurred in. , 

A substitute from the Senate for a bill originating in the 
House, to be entitled. An Act creating the county of Cooke. 

Read, and substitute adopted. ~- 

An Act to provide for permanently fixing the seat of justice 
of the county of Dallas. 

Amendment of the Senate, read and rejected. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Lott, Davis of R. and Win- 
kle a committee of conference on the part of the House. 


Mr. McNeill, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
by leave of the House made the folowing report: 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to purchase Lot No. 2, in Block No. 97, in the 
City of Austin, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report a substitue for said bill, and re- 
specifully recommend its passage. AN of which is respectfully 
submitied. 

Report and substituie received, to come up in their regular 
order. 


— 


A bill to incorporaie the Goliad Statistical Society. 

On motion of Mr. Neal, 

Read by its caption a third time, and passed by the following 
vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of Lọ, Davis of R. 
DeCordova, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, 
Lott, Lyons, Miller of H., Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, 
Perry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Saddler, Shaw, Stoddard, Stu- 
art, ‘Truit, Webb, Winkler, White and Willie—36. 

WNays—Messrs. Bogart, Eddy, Fields, Miller of C., Pease, 
Railey, Runnels, Stout, Taylor, Walling and Wheeler—11. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report: i 
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The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and find 
correctly enrolled, 

An actto incorporate the Western Texas Orphan Assylum : 

An act to incorporate the Huntsville Male Institute : 

An act to incorporate the Republican Academy: 

And havipg been signed by the Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives and President of the Senate, were this day pre- 
sented to His Excellency the Governor for his approval. 

Which report was accepted. = 


meee 


À bill to be entitled an act to incorpof rate the Galveston- 
Manufacturing Company. 
Read a third time, and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Poara Baur- 
roughs, Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of Liberty, Davis 
of Robertson, DeCordoya, Edwards, Goode, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Miller of Houston, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Per- 
ry, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Stoddard, Stuart, Truit, Webb, 
Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie—32., 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Dennis, Eddy, Fields, Miller of 
Colorado, Millican, Pease, Rains, Railey. "Runnels, Saddler, 
Shaw, Stout, Taylor and Walling—1o. . 


sA bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of the 
gouni. of Cameron. 

‘The Senate insist upon their amendment. # 

The House refused to recede. 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs, Neal, Potter and 
Willie a committee of conference on the part of the House, to 
act conjointly with alike committee on the part of the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Gov- 
emor to employ counsel to represent the State in suits and ac- 
tions wherein the State may be interested, that may be taken to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Read a third time and passed by the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bur- 
roughs, Bryan. Carothers, Davis of R., ‘DeCordova, Dooley, 
Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Keenan, Loft, 

68 
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Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McNeill, Pease , 


ane Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Stout, Stewart and Taylor 
—o,. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker. Crutcher, Davis of L., Dennis, 
Fields, Haynie, Lyons, McCown, Neal, Perry, Rains, Rayner, 
Robertson, Railey, Shaw, Stoddard, Truit, Webb, Walling, 
Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willic—23. 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee onthe Judiciary, by 
leave reported: ; 

That the committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred 
a bill from the Senate to be entitled An act to require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to charge fees for busi- 
ness done in his office, where the State is not concerned, and 
also a report of a select committee thereon; have examined 
the same, and have drawn up a bill to be entitled An act regu- 
. lating fees to be charged by the Secretary of State, Commis- 
sioner of the:General Land Office, Comptroller of Publie Ac- 
counts, Treasurer and Adjutant General; which they recom- 
mend to the House as a substitute for the Senate’s bill, 


— 


On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The bill jast reported was taken up, and substitute offered 
by the committee read and adopted. 

Mr. Eddy moved to strike out 30 cents, and insert 40 cefts, 
for transcribing. 

Rejected. è 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, ` ; 

Bill passed to a third reading. | : 

Rule suspended : ; 

Read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled An act for the relief of Alexander Wright, 

Read. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the bill under consideration on 
the table. i 

Carried. 

Messrs. Webb and Potter were appointed a committee to in- 
form the Hon. Senate that the House was ready to receive them 
in joint session, for the purpose of electing a District Attorney 
for the 11th Judicial District. ` 


ea a aa a a aain 
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‘Committee returned and reported duty:perforned, „3 
His Ex. the Lieutenant Governor and the Hon. Senate were - 
announced at the bar of the House. ` 
The Lieut, Governor was invited to-a seat on the right of the 
Speaker, and the Hon. Senators to seats prepared fer them. 
Roll called, aquorum present. 
The Speaker announced that nontinations for District At- 
‘torney for the 11th Judicial District were in order. 
Mr. Haynie nominated Mr. J. W. Webb. 
.Mr. Dooley nominated Mr. B. E. Edwards. 
“On acall of the’ Roll by the Chief'Clerk, Mr. Webb receiv- 
sed the fellowing votes: be R 
Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Burroughs, Bryan; Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R., Eddy, Ed- 
wards, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 
Lyons, Miller of ©., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown. 
Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, 
Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stuart, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, 
“Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie—46. 
Mr. Edwards received the following votes.: 
Messrs. Dooley, Fields, and McNeill—8, 
Mr. Jas. K. Polk received one vote—Mr. Bogart. 
Mr. Railey-voted for Mr. Bogart. 
Mr. Stoddard voted for M. Railey, 
Mr. Webb received on joint vote of both Houses 88 votes. 
Mr. Edwards received 6 votes. i 
Mr. Webb having received a majority of all the votes given, 
was declared by the Speaker to be duly and constitutionally 
elected District Attorneyfor the 11th Judicial District of the 
State of Texas, fer the term of two years. 
' A bill to be entifled Ain act granting to the “Baylor Univer- 
sity” twe leagues of land. AA 
Read. a 
- Question on the engrossment taken, and lost by the follow- 
ing vote: 


Yeas—Messrs, Allen, Crutcher, DeCordova, Dooley, Fields, 
Haynie, Lyons, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Stoddard, Winkler 
and Willie—13. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs. Bry- 
Carothers, Davis of Li, Davis of R., Dennis, Eddy, Edwards, 
Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Keenan, Miller of C., Miller 
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of H. Millican Mosely, McCown; MeNeill, Pease, Perry; 
‘Rains, Rayner, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Taylor, Truit, 
Walling and White—34. 
Mr. Fields in the chair. l 
A bill to be entitled an act regulating fees of office. 
Mr. Carothers moved that the bill be read by its caption. 
Lost. : oe 
Bill read a third time. 
Mr. Mosely moved to suspend the rule prohibiting amend~ 
ments on. the thiyd reading. z 
Carried. 
Mr. Taylor moved to adjourn to 3 o'clock, p. m. 
Lost. 
Mr. Bourland moved to read the bill by sections.. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Bourland, 
-The House adjourned to 3 o'clock, P. M. 


3 o'clock, P. M- 


The House met. 

Roll called—a quorum present. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing: the 
House that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the 
House to the joint resolution on the “Proviso, Slavery, the Ta- 
riff, and the War against Mexico :” 

A bill to. be entitled An Act to secure to the colonists of 
Fisher & Miller’s Colony, the lands to which they may be en- 
titled; with an amendment from the Senate: 

A bill to be entitled An Act for the benefit of persons who 
settled in the colony of W. Peters and his associates : 

_ A bill to be entitled An Act to create the county of Van 
Zandt : os 

A bill originating in the House of Representatives to be en- 
titled An Act to provide for the assessment and collection of 
taxes: and 

A Joint Resolution originating in the House of Representa- 
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tives, for the relief of Theddore D. Maltby, who was disabled 


for life in the service of the country; with an amendment: _ 
And that the Senate insist upon their amendment to a bill 
prescribing the punishment for cutting down, carrying away 
or destroying timber upon any lands, without the consent of 
the owner: and have appointed Messrs. Gage, Jewett and 
Dancy a committee of conference on the part of the Sefiate, 


and request that a like committee be raised on the part of the. 


House. : 
- Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Hardeman, Bry- 
an and Davis of L. said committee. i Ro be 
Also, that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the 
House of Representatives, entitled An Act to regulate the de- 
scent and distribution of intestates’ estates; with amendments, 
The bill was then taken up, and the House concurred inthe 
Senate’s amendments to the fourth section. - 
Also, the second amendment to the tenth section. 
Also, the amendment to the eleventh section. 
And the House refused to concur in the amendment to the 
eaption. . 
The House also refused to concur in the first and third 
amendments to the tenth section. 


Also, refuse to concur inthe amendment to the twelfth sec- 
tion. i 


v 


Mr. Miller, of Houston, moved to refer the bill regulating ` 


fees of office to a Select Committee, with instructions to report 
in half an hour. - 

Carried. 2 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Miller, of H.. 
Pease, McNeill and Eddy said committee. ; 

Mr. Allen introduced a joint resolution authorizing the Ad- 
jutant General to eniploy a Clerk. a 

Read a ‘first time. © 

A bill to provide for the collection of arrearages of taxes, 


and on property assessed under the laws of the late Republic 


of Texas. ‘ : 

Read a third time and passed. : 

Substitute from the Senate, for a bill to be entitled “An act 
to fix the times of holding the District Courts in the Ninth Ju- 
dicial district. . 
- Read and adopted. 
ae Bogart moved to lay the bill on the table. 

10S}, E 


POTS 


A bill to be: entitled an act to «authorize and require the 
Judges of the District Courts to hold Special Sessions thereof 
for the trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, 
the punishment of which is death.. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported that the-committee'on Engrossed Bill have examined 
a bill to be entitled an act prescribing the manner of adopting 
children. and find the same correctly. engrossed. l 

Mr. Rayner moved a suspension of the rnle. 

‘Carried. i , 

The bill under consideration to be entitled an act to author- 
ize Judges of the District Courts to hold Special Sessions, was 
read by its caption a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The rule was further suspended. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Secretary of 
State te charge feesin certain cases. r 

Mr. Mosely moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost. 

The bill was read a second time. 

Mr. Fields moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Carried. 

The report of the committee on Counties and County Boun- 
daries, on the.petition of the citizens of Titus, Cass add Up- 
shur counties, was read and adopted. . 

A joint resolution to authorize the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts of the State of Texas, to settle with Major R. S. 
Neighbors. t 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to take from the table, a bill to be 
entitled an act, to repeal the eleventh section of an act, sup- 
plementary to an act, to detect fraudulent land certificates, 
and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, approv- 
ed February 4th, 1841. 

Carried, ` 

And bill read a second time. f 

Mr. Lewis moved that the bill be passed to a third reading 

Carried. 

Messrs. Robertson, Millican, Rains, Shaw, Neal, Weeeler, 
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Willie, Perry, Burroughs and Crutcher, offered the following 
Protest : 
Austin ,March 16th, 1848. 


The undersigned in availing themselves of their constitu- 
tional privilege, respectfully ask, leave to enter their solemn 
protest against the passage of a bill through this House, on 
the lith instant, Apportioning the Senators and Representa- 
tives among the several counties of this State— 

First. Because the bill proposes and makes an increase of 

members in both branches of the Legislature, which increase 
in the opinion of the undersigned, will be injurious to the State 
at large, by increasing the expense of our State Government, 
and thereby operating most injuriously on our prosperity, as 
we are thrown on the revenue derived from direct taxation 
-alone for the support of our State Government, we consider 
it our imperative duty to protest against this additional ex- 
pense. In the opinion of the undersigned, the number of Rep- 
resentatives is by far too great compared with the whole num- 
ber of our population. The entire number, after making full 
allowance from the three counties whose census have not been 
returned, does not exceed one hundred and five thousand. 
The whole number ef Senators and Representatives is accord- 
ing to the bill above alluded to—ninety-four. Now against 
this large namber of Representatives the undersigned do sol- 
emnly protest. . 

Second. The undersignel protest against the passage of 
the bill, because, in their opinion, it violates two articles of the 
Constitution. The twenty-ninth section of the Constitution, 
under the head of Legislative Department, concludes in the 
following words: “And the whole number of Representatives 
shall, at the several periods making such enumeration, be 
fixed by the Legislature, and apportioned among the several 
counties, cities or towns according to the number of free popu- 
lation in each.” In the opinion of the undersigned this article 
is clear and positive, and requires the apportionment to be 
made equal according to the population of each county, city 
or town. The undersigned here give one or two examples, to 
show that this article @ the Constitution is violated by the 
bill, to wit: the county of Fort Bend, with a population of 
eight hundred and fifty-two, has one representative, while the 
county of Gass, with a population oftwo thousand and five, 
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~ has only one Representative. Again: the county of Nacog- 
doches, with a population of twenty-nine hundred and seven- 
teen, has two Representatives, while the county of Bexar, with 
a population of forty-five hundred and sixty-six, has two Rep- 
resentatives only. The undersigned do not name those.coun- 
ties for any other purpese than to show that in their opinion 
the article of the Constitution above recited, requiring an equal 
apportionment according to free white population, has not 
been complied with. 

They also protest against the passage of the above bill, be- 
cause, in their opinion, it violates another article in the -Con- 
stitution. They allude to the twenty-second section of the 
General Provisions, which section concludes in the following 
words: “Every new county, as to the right of suffrage and 
representation, shall be considered a part of the county or ` 
counties from which it was taken, until entitled by numbers to 
the right of separate representation ” 

The bill as passed by the House, pays no regard to the 
rights of old counties in this particular: but allows the new 
counties to have, and be represented, without regard to the 
rights of the county er counties from which they were taken. - 
For these reasons, with others. that the undersigned consider 
it unnecessary to name, they ask, inthe names of themselves and 
the people they represent, that this Protest be spread upon the 
Journals of the House. , 

The undersigned further protest against the course of the 
House of Representatives Ón the Ilth instant, during the time 
the Apportionment Bill was under consideration, viz; refusing 
tó appoint a committee to wait on and take the votes of mem- 
bers of this House who were confined to their rooms by sick- 
ness. The undersigned believe that the custom of appointing 
committees, to take the votes of members, when from sickness 
they are unable to be in their seats, is not only sanctioned by 
the practice ofall legislative bodies, but is sanctioned by the 
principles oftrue republicanism. To refuse to any portion of 
the State, or any number of its citizens their vote, through their 
Representative, when, from the dispensation o? Providence he 
is unable to appear im his placeyin the House to give that 
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vote, is, in the opinion of the undersigned, an example fraught 
with dangerous consequences to the State. 
[Signed] O. M. WHEELER, 
JAMES WILLIE, 
WM, B. PERRY, 
JAMES M. BURROUGHS, 
W. H. CRUTCHER, 
* M. M. POTTER, 
WM. G. WEBB, 
s é THOMAS M. DENNIS, 
+ J. B. ROBERTSON, 
EMERY RAINS , 
4 E. M. MILLICAN, 
JAMES SHAW, 
BEN. F. NEAL, 
JNO. F. MILLER, 
JESSE WALLING, 
THOS, J. HARDEMAN. 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for compiling and 
re maps of the several Land Districts of this State. 

ead. 

Mr. Reagan offered the following amendment, which was 
adopted: 

“That no-county be allowed to draw, under the provisions 
of this act, more than three hundred dollars.” 

Mr. Robertson offered a further amendment, which was 
adopted: ` ' 

“That this act shall take effect after the first day of August. 
1850 ;- and ~ 4 l 

On motion, é 

The bill was laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mary W. Chal- 
mers. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

The last section was stricken out. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out all after the word “Audited,” 
and insert “And the Comptroller is hereby required to draw a 
draft on the Treasurer, in favor of Mary W. Chalmers, for the 
said sum off{ninety-one dollars, which draft shall be payable out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Rejected. 


me 
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On motion of Mr. Webb, 

The bill and amendments were laid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to divide the Nacogdoches Rep- 
resentative District, was read and, 

On motion of Mr. Reagan, 

Laid on the table for the present. 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow Donation Warrants to 
be located in two places, was read. : 

Mr. DeCordova moved its engrossment. = 

Lost. 

` A bill te be entitled an act authorizing Wm. M. Var nell to 
establish Ferries across Big Bayou, and McHenry’s aaa ou, it 
Calhoun county, was read. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following amendnfent : 

Strike out “During which time no other person shall have 
the privilege of establishing a Ferry across said Bayous.” 

Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had receded from their first and third 
amendments to the tenth section of the bill to be entitled an 
actto regulate the descent and distribution of intestates es- 
tates. Also, that they had receded from their amendmentto the 
twelfth section; and also from their amendment to the cap- 
tion. 

Mr. Mosely offered the following resolution : 

Resolved that the Judiciary’eommittee be, and they are here- 
by. instructed to report the Senate’s bill providing for the di- 
vision of the Supreme Court, on to-morrow morning. 

Rejected. 3 
Mr. Robertson moved a re-consideration of the vote taken on 

the bill allowing Donation Warrants to be located in two pla- 
ces. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, 

‘The motion to re-consider was laid on the table. 

Mr. Miller, of Houston, chairman of a Select. Committeè, 
made the following report: 

Your committee, to whom was referred a bill to be eiea 
an act regulating fees of office, haye had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to report the same back, 
with the accompanying amendments, and recommend its pas. 
sage. 

Which report was received, and amendments adopted. 
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In fourth section, in tenth, eleventh, and twelfih lines, strike 
out the words “For every examination of papers or records in 
his office, at the request of any person wishing to examine them, 
twenty-five, cents.” l 

In fth section strike out the eleventh and twe.th lines from 
the end of the section. 

In sixth section strike ow “u sixteenth and seventeenth 
lines from the end of the section 

In sixth section, fourteenth line from. the end, strike out the 
words “two dollars,” and insert “one dollar.” 

In sixth section, twelfth line from the end, strike out the 
words “one dollar and insert “fifty cents.” 

In seventh section, fourth line, strike out “ two dollars? and 
insert “one dollar.” 

In seventh section, sixth line, strike out “cne doilar and in- 
sert “fifty cents.” 

In seventh section strike out the fifteenth, sixteenth aud sev- 
enteenth lines. 

In tenth section strike ofit sixth and seventh lines from the 
end: of the section. . 

In twelfth section, twelfth line, strike out the words “two 
dollars.” and insert the words “one dollar and fifty cents.” 

In thirteenth section, in second line, after tne word “ inspec- 
tion’ insert the words “ and recording.” - 

In the thirteenth section, second and third lass strike out the 
words “for one league and one Jaber of land” aad inseri the 
words “for any tract of land oyer one-third of a league” 

In thirteenth section strike out sixth and seventh lines. 

In thirteenth section, last line, strike out the word “ three,” 
and insert “two.” 

In fourteenth section, eighth line, strike cut the words “ two 
dollars” and insert the words “ one dollar and fitty. cent. | 

In fourteenth section strike out the last line. 


Question on the final passage of the bill as amended. tiken 
and carried. 
Bill read a third time and passed, by'the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, 
Carothers, DeCordova, Dooley. Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, 
Fields, Goode, Hardeman. Keenan, Lewis, Lyons, Miller af G., 
Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill; Néal, Pease, Perry, Potier, Rayner, 
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Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Stewart, Taylor, Walling, Whee- | 
ler and White—34. ' 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of R., Hay- 
- nie, Millican, McCown, Rains, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, 
Stoddard, Truit and Webb—15. 


Mr. Dooley moved to take up the bill to secure to the colo- 
nists of Fisher & Miller’s colony, the lands to which they may 
be entitled —substitute of the Senate 

Read and adopted. 

Gn motion of Mr. Robertson, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 


< 
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House of Representatives, 
+ City of Austin, March 17, 1848. 


£ 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Fhe reh ing called, 
The xollowing members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R., De 
Cordova, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Fields, Godde, Hardeman, 
Haynie. Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Lyons, Miller of C., Miller of 
H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Rains, 
Raynor, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stewart, Taylor, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler and Willie. 


A quorum being present, , 

The Journals of tne preceding day were read in part. 

M:. Willie moved to suspend the rule for further reading of 
Journals : 

Carried. 

Mr Miller of H.. presented the petition of 85 citizens of 
Hou .on county, vraying for a new county, to be called the 
county of hanon: 

Reterred to ue commit.ce on County Boundaries. 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had adopted the report of the Conference 
Committee, on an Act to provide for permanently fixing the 
County Seat of Dallas county ; also, that they concur in the 
amendment of the House to a bill to provide for the enumera- 
tion of the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1848 ; 
also, that they had passed the following bills: . 

A bill to be entitled “An Act to incorporate Milam Liberal 
Institute p’? 

A Joint Resolution appropriating $100 for the purpose of 
procuring a map of Shelby county ; 

An Act for the relief of Michael Short ; 

An Act supplementary to an Act, supplemental to an Act, to 
organize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas ; a 

An Act to incorporate the Houston Lyceum. z 


Mr. Pease, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : 

The committee on the Judiciary to which was referred “a bill 
to be entitled an Act to provide for vesting in the State eschea- 
ted property,” originating in the Senate, have had said bill 
under consideration, and believe that the following amend- 
ments should be made — 

Ist. In 2d section, 8th line; seiko out the word “petition,” 
and insert the word “information, 4 

In 2d section, 9th and 10th lines; strike out the words 
“such succession 1s required to be opened,” and insert the words 
“administration is required to be granted.” 

In 2d section, T1th line; strike out the words “opening suc- 
cessions,” and insert the words “oranting: administration.” 

In 2d section; 12th line; strike out the word “petition,” and. 
insert the word “information.” 

In 2d section, 16th line; strike out the word “ > and 
insert the word “demanding. is 

In 3d section, 4th line ; strike out the word “petitioner,” and 
insert the word “infor mation.” 

In 4th section, 4th line ; strike out the word “petitioner” and 
insert the word “information.” 

In section Sth, line 2d; strike out the word “petitioner,” and . 
insert the word “information. 
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In section 5th, line 5th; strike out the word “petitioner,” and 
insert the word “information.” l 

In 7th'section, 3d line; strike out the word “petitioner,” and 
insert the word “information.” P 

In 8th section, 4th line; strike out the word “petitioner? and 
insert the word “information.” 

In 15th section, 4th line; strike’out the word “petitioner,” 
and insert the word “information.” 

In 17th section, 2d Hne ; strike out the word “‘siccéssions,” 
and insert the word “estates.” 

In 17th section 3d line; strike out the words “opeviéed in,’ 
and insert the words “administrated on.” . 

With these amendments, £ majority of sdid:coémmitteé’ have 
desired -me to report the bill to the Hotise. 

Which report and bill were received, to come up in’ their 
-order. 7 


Mr. Carothers, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 
ries made the following report: 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was refer- 
xed the Senate’s bill, entitled “An Act to define the boundaries 
of Travis county,” have had the’same winder consideration, and 
a majority of said committee instruct me to report the same 
back to the’House, and respectfully ask to be excused from hav- 
ing any further action on the same, and that the Housé dispose 
of the question as may seem to therm right arid just. 

Report received to come up in its order. 


Mr. Lyons, chairman of the committee on “Public Roads and 
Highways,” made the following report: 7 

The committee on Public Roads and Highways, to whom 
was referred the petition of Thomas Lewis, asking certain ferry 
privileges, have had the same under consideration, and a major-" 
ity have instructed me to report the same back, and ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration. + 


Which report aud petition was received, to come up in their 
order. l 


d 
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Mr. Reagan, chairman of Select Committe, made the follow- 
ing report : : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred thé “Joint 
Resolution” requesting John C. Watrous, Judge of the United 
States District Court for the District of Texas, to’ resign his 
seat as such, haye had the same under consideration, and have 
instructed me-to report the accompanying substitute and recom- 
mend its passage. 

Which -report and substitute was received, to come up in 
their order. 


- 


_ Mr. Mosely, one of the Select Committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 

The undersigned, a member of the Select Committee, to 
whom was referred “Joint Resolution” censuring the Judge of 
the United States Court for the “District of Texas,” have had 
the same under consideration, and after an examination of the 
conduct of the said Judge, before and since his appointment to 
said office, and is deeply impressed with the opinion, that‘the 
continuance of said Judge in his present position, will inflict 
a great public calamity upon the péople of the State and Fede- 
ral Government, which should be by all means avoided— 
Therefore, to prevent the same, and for the purpose of obtain- 
ing the ends of public justice, through the Federal Judiciary, 
which can’névér be done while the present incumbent presides 
in said Court. The undersigned, a member of said committee. 
have reported the following substitute to the House, and recom- 
mend its adoption. 

Which report and substitute were received, to came up in 
their -order./ | 


— 


Mr. Lott, chairman of the committee of Conference, with a 
like committee from the Senate, made the following report : 

The committee of Conference, to whom was referred “An 
Act to provide for fixing the Seat of Justice of the county of 
Dallas, have met and conferred upon the same, and agree that 
the House recede from their amendment—striking out the 
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name of Wm. Jenkins; and recommend striking out the 
name of Wm. J. Walker. All of which is tespectfully 
submitted. 

Which report was adopted. 


“~a 


Mr. Bryan, chairman of a committee of Conference on the 
part of the House, to meet a like committee on the part of the 
Senate, made the following report: 

The committee of Conference on the “Act prescribing the 
punishment for cutting trees or timber upon any land without 
the consent of the owner,” have agreed, with one dissenting 
voice, (the chairman on the part of the Senate,) that the Senate 
recede {rom its amendment, and recommend the following 
amendments : 

Insert, in section 2d, after the words “persons shall,” the 
words “willfully and knowingly,” and add to the end of the 
same section, the words “provided the imprisonment shall not 
exceed ninety days :” i 

And ask the concurrence of the two Houses to the same.— 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

“Which report was received'and adopted. 


Mr. Davis of L., chairman of Select Committee, made the 
following report : 


The Select Committee to whom was referred “A bill to be 
entitled An Act to apportion the debt of old Liberty county, 
between the existing counties of Liberty, Polk and Tyler,” 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the accompanying substitute, and recommend its 
adoption. 

Report and substitute received, to come up in their order. 


Mr. Bourland moved to take up the orders of the day: 

Carried. -` 

Mr. Reagan moved to take up a bill for the benefit of settlers 
in Peter’s Colony: 

Lost. 
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Joint Resolution for the relief of ‘Theodore W. Maltby, who 
was disabled for life in the service of the country: 

Amendment of the Senate read and concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to give each separate county 
in this State its own county Surveyor, maps and record: 

Amendments of the Senate read and concurred in. 

An Act to provide for deductions from the salaries of Judges 
of the Supreme and District Courts and District Attornies of 
this.State who may neglect the performance of certain duties 
assigned them by law : 

Amendments of Senate read. 

Mr. Willie moved to postpone further action ‘on bill and 
amendment until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Mosely moved a call of the House: 

Carried. 

Mr. Armstrong: moved to suspend the call ; 

Carried. 

Mr. Mosely moved a call of the Toos: 

Lost. e 


Question on Mr. Willies motion to postpone—taken, and 
carried by the following vote: 

Yeas— Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L.; DeCordova, Dooley, 
Eddy, Edwards, Keenan, Lewis, Millican. Pease, Potter, Rains, 
Raynor, Robertson, Saddler, Sterne, Stoddard, Stewart , Winkler, 
Wheeler and Willk#e—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Carothers, Epperson, Fields, Geode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H:, Mosely, 
McCown, Neal, Perry, “Reagan, Runnels;: Stiannon, Pew 
Taylor, Pruit, Webb, cWalijig and White? au ‘ 


Mr, Speaker in the Chair. . 3 


A bill to be entitled “An Act” to provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxés; 

Amendments of the Senate read. l 

Mr. Reagan moved to lay the bill on the table till evening ; 

Mr. Raynor moved to lay the motion on the table until 
Tuesday next ; 

‘Lost. 3 
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Question on Mr. Reagan’s motion to lay the bill on the table 
until evening, taken and lost. 

Mr. Fields moved to refer the bill to Finance committee, 
with instructions to report in the morning. 

Lost. ; 

Question—On the concurrence of the House to the amend- 
ments of the Senate, taken and stood thus. 


‘Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Davis of 
L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Epperson, Fields, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., Mosely, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Reagan; Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, 
Stout, Stoddard, Stewart, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Winkler and 
White—33, l 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, 
Crutcher, Dennis, Eddy, Edwards, Keenan, Millican, Pease, 
Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Saddler, Sterne, Truit, Wheeler 
and White—19. l 

Passed. 


A message from the Senate informing the House that they 
had passed the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Hn Con- 
ner to Hn Valentine Dalton and to make hima lawful heir of 
Valentine T. Dalton. 

An act prescribing thé punishment for cutting down, carry- 
rying away trees or timber upon any land without the consent 
of the owner, amended and referred to conference committee 
yesterday. 

Report made and adopted by the House. nog 

Joint Resolution requesting John C. Watrous to resign bis 
office as. Judge of the United States District Court for the Dis- 
trict of Texas. 

An act prescribing the mode of establishing the liabilities of 
drawers and endorsers of billsof Enchange and promissory 
notes—-amendments by the Senate. 


Mr. Bryan, Chairman of the committee on engrossed bills, 
made the following report: l 


The committee on engrossed bills have examined “a bill to 
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be entitled an act authorizing William M. Varnell to establish 
Ferries across Big Bayou and McHenrys Bayou in Calhoun 
county, and 

Joint Resolution to authorize the Comptroller of the State 
of Texas to settle with Major R. S. Neighbors. 

Report received and accepted. 


Joint Resolution relative to temporary boundary lines and 
frontier protection, was 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, 

Taken up, and passed to a third reading. 

Rule suspended, and 

Bill read a third time. 

‘Qustion on its final passage. 


W ote stood, 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Orne’ die 
er, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, 
Goode, Hardeman, Lewis, Lott, Miller of H., Millican, Mose- 
McCown, McNeill, Perry, Reagan, Robertson, Runnels, Shar- 
non, Shaw, Stoddard, Taylor, Walling, Winkler and White 
—30, 
~ Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Carothers, Eddy, Edwards, Fields, 
Haynie, Keenan, Pease, Rains, Rayner, Saddler, Sterne, 
Stout, Truit, Webb and Willie—16- 

Passsd. 


3 


maa 
+ 


Mr. Pease Chairman of the committee-on the Judiciary made 
the following report : 

The committee on E N to which was referred “an act 
concerning crimes and punishments,” ask leave to report that 
the great length of the act, and the late period at which it 
was referred, has prev ented them from giving to the act, that 
thorough investigation and examination which its importance 
demands; indeed from the cursory examination they have been 
able to give the act, they are not prepared to recommend its 
to the House, or to express any definite opinion as to its merit is 
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_ „ave therefore concluded to report it back to the House 
vor its action, the committee would respectfully suggest to the 
House that several amendments seem to be necessary to the 
act, and they present herewith a list of such amendments as 
have occured ta several members of the committee. 

Report received to come up in its order. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who 
settled in the colony of W. S. Peters and his associates, (Sen- 
ates bill.) 

Read a first time. 

Rule suspended. 

Read a second time by caption, and 

On motion of Mr. Potter, 

_ Referred to the committee on Public Lands to be reported 
upon this evening. — 

A message wasreceived fromthe Senate reporting the pas- 
sage of the following bills: i 

A billto be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jeffer- 
son. 

Joint Resolution for the relief of Lewis Thuner. 

Mr. Fields moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, p. m. 

Lost. 

Mr. Miller of H., moved to take a bill from the table con- 
cerning crimes and punishment. 

Lost. T 

Mr. Willie moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock. 

Lost. 

Mr. McCown moved to finish reading the Journals of yes- 
terday. ` 

Carried. 

Journalsread and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne by leave of the House-offered the following res- 
olution. 

“Be it resolved, That the commitiee on printing are hereby 
authorized to contract with the proprietors of the Texas Dem- 
ocrat to print copies of the captions of the laws passed at the 
present session of the Legislature for the use of the House; to 
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be delivered to the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives on Tuesday next in pamphlet form. 

Adopted. 

Mr.’ Robinson moved to fill the blank with 81. 

Mr. Davisof R., moved to fill the blank with 500. 

Mr. Sterne pr oposed 700. 

Mr. -Miler of H., proposed 1000. 

Amendment carried. ~ 
- ‘Mr. Reagan moved to-strike out Monday and insert Tues- 

da . 

“Garried. 

Mr. Mosely moved to have the captions printed in pam- 
phlet form. 

Carried. 

Question on the adoption of the resolution as amended, ta- 
ken and 

Carried: 

A message from the Senate reporting to the House that they 
had passed, 

An act regulating estrays. 

Mr. Stout moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, p. m. 

Carried. 


3 o'clock, p. m. 


House met. 
Roll called. 
Quorum present, 


A. bill from the Senate to be entitled an act to incorporate 
the town of Jefferson. - 

Read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Mosely, 

Rule suspended, 

Bill read by caption a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Webb, 

Passed to a third reading. 

A message wasreceived from the Senate informing the 
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louse that the Senate had passed the following bills orig- 
‘inating in the House of Representatives. , 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled 
an act to establish the Judicial Districts of the District Courts. 

A bill to be entitled an aet authorizing the appointment of 
a Fiscal Agent for the better security of the Revenue. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the payment of ju- 
rors. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands, 
and . 

A Joint Resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the mode of estab- 
lishing the liabilities of drawers and endorsers of bills of ex- 
vhange and promissory notes. 

Amendments of the Senate read and adopted. 

A bill to repeal the 11th section of an act entitled an act to 
detect fraudulent land certificates and to provide for issuing 
patents to legal claimants, 

Taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

Laid on the table until to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the manner of 
adopting children, - 

Was on motion of Mr. Mosely. 

Read by its captian a third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado and 
Brazes Railroad Company. 

Read a first time. 

Rule suspended, and bill read by its captiona second time, 
and referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Eddy, 

The joint resolution authorising the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to settle with Major R. S. Neighbours, was taken up, 
and read a second time. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out Major. 

Carried. 

Joint resolution was read a third time and passed. 

Report of the committee on Finance, recommending that the 
petition of Henry Gibson be laid on the table. 

Read and adopted. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gene- 
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ral Land Office to rent lot No. 2, in block No. 97, in the city 
of Austin. 

Substitute offered by the Land Office committee read and 
adopted, and i . 7 

On motion ‘of Mr. Fields, 

Ordered to be engrossed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Haynie, 

Rule suspended, 

‘Bill read a third time and passed. ’ 

Mr. Pease; by leave, introduced a joint resolution requiring 
all books, records and papers in the late Auditor’s Office, to be 
transferred'to the Office of the Comptroller of Public Accounts 

Read a first time. a 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

Rule suspended. 

Bill read a second time. 

Mr. Bryan moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Carried. 

Rule further suspended, and 

Rill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Reagan, from the Select Committee, by leave, made the 
following report: 


Committee Room, 


March 17th, £848. 


To the Honorable James W. Henderson, _ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred “ A 
bill to be entitled an act, for the benefit of persons who settled 
in the colony of W. S. Peters and his Associates, have had the 
same under considera.ion, and, having before them the proper 
evidence that the contract between Peters and the government 
stands precisely on the same grounds as the contract between 
Mercer and the government: the time in which said compa- 
nies were to complete settlements in these respective colonies 
not having expired in either colony, to wit: the time allowed 
to Peters and others, extends to the first day of July, 1848 ; 
and the time allowed to Mercer and his associates extends to 
the 29th day cf January, 1849. Your committee therefore, con- 
ceive that there is no good reason why the provisions of the 
proposed law should not extend as well to Mercer’s as to Pe- 
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ters’ contract, as rio real difference exists as to the present con- 
dition of the two grants, or the suffering settlers within them. 

‘The proposed law, as proposed to be amended by your com- 
mittee, cdnnot,in the judgment of the committee, be construed ” 
into a relieffrom conditions or an extension of privileges to ei- 
ther of said companies: but only the carrying out in good 
faith the obligation ofthe government, arising out of the differ- 
entlaws under which said contracts were made, and the Ordi- 
nance of,the Convention; after the- colonists have done what 
the laws and ordinancé above referred to required them to do, 
before they could obtain these titles—creating no new rights, 
but only perfecting those that do exist by the corresponding 
act of the government and the colonist settlers. 

For these and many other reasons that might with much pro- 
priety be urged, your committee return the bill to the House, 
with sundry amendments, and recommend the adoption of the 
amendments, andthe passage of the bill. All of which is re- 
‘spectfully submitted, 

[Signed] JOHN H. REAGAN, Chairman. 


Mr. McCown in the Chair. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had ,refused to adopt the substitute of 
the House for a joint resolution instructing our Senators, and 
requesting our Representatives, to procure the passage of an 
act of Congress, concerning. the establishment of a temporary 
line of Military Posts, and relative to trade and intercourse 
with Indians; and had appointed a committee of Conference, 
consisting of Messrs. Jewet, Wallace and Cuny,and request 
the appointment of a like committee on the part of the House ; 
and that the Senate had passed the following bills, originating 
in the House of Representatives ; 

A bill tobe entitled an act to change the nameof Ralph Wil- 
liam Peacock to John Bowen; 

A bill to be entitled an act, to amend the eleventh section of 
a i to incorporate the city of Austin, passed 11th May, A.D. 

lA . 

3 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the more certain 

colection of taxes for the years 1846 and 1847: 
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. A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Monit 
Pleasant, in Titus county. l 

. Mr.*Reagan reported the following amendmients, made by 
Select Committee, which were adopted, to a bill to be entitled 
an act for the benefit of persons who settled in the colony of 
W. 5. Peters and his associates: - : 

Amendment First. Strikeout all after the word “the” in the 
second line of the caption, and insert in lieu the works “ Colo- 
nies of W. S. Peters and others, and of Charles Fenton Mercer 
and his associates.” , $ 

Adopted. 

Second. Strike out the words “the colony” in:the third line 
of the first section, and insert in lieu the words “either of said 
colonies,” 

Adopted. 

Third. Strike out the words “ said colony,” in the eleventh 
line of the first section, and insert in lieu the words “ either of 
said colonies.” 

Adopted. . 

Fourth. Add to the word contract in tha first line of the 
_ second section, the letter “s,” so as to read “contracts.” 

Adopted. 

Fifth. Strike out all after the word “settled” in the second 
line of the 2d section, to the word “on” in the fourth line of the 
second section, 

Sixth. Strike out all of the second section, after the word 
“prior” in the eleventh line, and insert in lieu the words “legal- 
ly made location.” i 

Adopted. 

Seventh. Insert, at the end ofthe fourth section, the follow- 
ing: “And any Clerk of a District Court for failing to make 
such return, shall be liable, on his official bond, at the suit of 
any person ińûtėrested, after a conviction of such-neglect, to be 
fined in a sum not more than one thousand nor less than one 
hundred dollars; oné-halfto go to the person prosecuting the 
suit, and the other half to the State.” 

Adopted. 

Eighth. Strike outall after the words “ limits of the” in the 
third line of the eighth section, and insert in lieu the words 
“limits of the county in which such survey may be situated :” 
Provided, That nothing contained in this- act shall be so con- 
gtrued as to release either of said colonization companies from 
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any of the terms and conditions of their respective contracts ; 
And further provided, That widows and orphans, or the legal 
representatives of either, shall not be required to prove that 
they have cultivated the amount of land they were required to 
cultivate by the laws under which said contracts were made: 
but only that they have permanently resided in either of said 
colonies the length of time necessary to obtain the land, in or- 
der to avail themselves of the benefits of this act.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Lott moved to pass the bill to a third reading. 

Mr. Walling moved to strike out the caption, and insert the 
following as a substitute, for the special benefit of attorneys 
and counsellors at law. 

Rejected. 

Bill passed to a third reading. ; 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a substitute for a bill to be 
entitled an act to provide for the ascertainment and adjustment 
of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, was taken up, and substitute 
rejected.’ 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, acommittee of Conference was 
raised, consisting of Messrs. Bourland, Robertson, Fields, 
Webb and Dennis. 

Mr. Armstreng moved to re-consider the vote passing a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Judges ofthe 
District Courts to hold Special Sessions thereof. for the trial 
of persons charged with the commission of crime, the punish- 
of which is death. 

The chair decided that the motion was out of order, as the 
bill had left the House. 

Mr. Runnels appealed from the decision of the chair, 

Appeal sustained. 

Question on the reconsideration of the vote was taken and: 
carried. 

Mr. Pease moved that the Chief Clerk be instructed to inform 
the Hon. Senate of the action of the House, and request that the 
bill be returned. l 

‘Mr. Allen moved to re-consider the vote this morning post- 
poning till Tuesday next, the action of the House onthe amend- 
ments of the Senate, to a bill to be entitled an act, deducting 
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from the salaries of Supreme’ and District Judges, District At- 
torneys and Clerks, for neglect of certain duties. 

Carried by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Carothers, Davis of R., Epperson, 
Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Reagan, Railey, 
Runnels, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Webb, Wal- 
ling, Wheeler and White—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Dooley, DeCordova, 
Eddy, Keenan, Millican, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robert- 
son, Saddler, Stewart, Truit, Wheeler. and Willie—23. 


A message was received from the Senate, returning the 
bill tobe entitled an act to authorize and require the Judges 
of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, for the _ 
trial of persons charged with the commission of crimes, the © 
punishment of which -is death: Also, that the Senate had 
adopted the following resolution: Whereas it has pleased 
Divine Providence to call from among us the Hon. Richard 
Bache, Senator for the District of Galveston: And whereas the 
deeased, by his amiable deportment, as well as his unbending 
integrity, no less lives in the heart, than he commands the re- 
spect of the Senate, of which he was a member therefor. 

1. Beit resolved, That the Senate stand adjourned, and 
that the membérs thereof will attend his funeral on to-mor- 
row, at 10 o’clock. 

2. Be it further resolved, That the Senate will wear the 
usual badge of mourning for thirty days, as a testimony of 
their regard for the deceased. 

3. Beit further resolved, That they sympathize deeply 
with the family of the deceased in their bereavement. 7 

4. Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate be instructed to furnish the family of the deceased with a 
copy of this preamble and resolutions. ae 

Read, and on motion of Mr. Potter, unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Potter moved that the House stand adjourned till to- 
morrow evening. 2? o'clock, to attend the funeral. 

Carried. 


1100 


House of- Representatives, 
Saturday 2 o'clock; p. m: March 18th, 1848. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Roll was called, and 


. The following members answered to their names: 


Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland,. Ca- 
rothers, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordo- 
va, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Hay- 
nie, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, McCown, Mc- 
Neill, Neal, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, 
Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, 
Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, White and Willie. 


Quorum present, 

The Journals of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Taylor moved to take up the orders of the day. 

Cartied. . . 

Mr. Webb by leave of the House introdaced a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Thomas Wheeler, 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Webb moved to suspend therule, _,. 

And bill pass to second reading. Pa 

Lost. 7 


r 


a 


Senna 


Mr. Pease, Chairman of the committee onthe Judiciary by 
leave of the House made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary to which was referred “a 
bill to be entitled a Joint Resolution to detectand suppress 
illegal banking,” have had the same under consideration, and 
ask leave to report asubstitute which they recommend to the 
favorable consideration of the House. 

Report and substitute received to come up in their order. 


T 


— 


Mr. Allen, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs by 
leave of the House made the following report: 
The committee on State Affairs to whom was referred “a 
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Joint Resolution requiring the Governor to reside at the seat of 
Goyernment,” together with the substitute first reported by 
your committee and the various amendments made to the 
same; have; after consuming many weeks ih deliberating up- 
on the subject under consideration, finally instructed me to 
report the resolution, substitute and amendments back to the 
House,and ask respectfully that the same be indefinitely post- 
poned. —~ 

- Report received to come up in its order. 


"ene 


Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Internal Im- 
provements made the following report : 

The committee on Internal Improvements to whom was re- 
ferred “a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Colorado 
and Brazos Rail Road Company,” have had the same under 
consideration, and a majority ofsaid committee have instruc- 
ted me to report the bill back and recommend it to the consid- 
eration of the House. . 

Report and bill received to come up in their order. 


Mr. Carothers, Chairman ofthe committee on county boun- 
daries made the following report: 

The committee on county boundaries instruct me to report 
to the House, the enclosedpackage, containing bills, petitions, 
&c., too tedious to mention, and the eaption contains all-the 
information necessary for the guidance of the House in the 
premises, would most respectfully -ask that “said caption ‘be 
read, and that your cammittee be discharged from any-further 
consideration of counties or county boundaries. 

Report and package regeived to -come-up in their order. 


— 


Mr. Rayner, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
- counts made the following report: 

The committee on claims and accounts to whom were refer- 
red during the session, sundry relief bills, Joint Resolutions, 
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Audited and unaudited claims, have had the same under con-° 
sideration, and haye unanimously arrived at the following con- 
clusion, that most of the claims submitted for their consider- 
ation, as far as they have investigated them, are just, and 
should be paid ifthe finances of the State werein a condition 
at this time to do so, and that many of the claims asked for, 
are of a highly meritorions. character, but feeling satisfied 
that at this time our State Treasury is not in a condition to 
discharge those claims, have concluded to report them back to 
the House and ask that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same, and-that the claimants 
have leave to withdraw their claims. Al of which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

oer claims and accounts received, to come up in their 
order 

Mr. Willie moved to suspend the rule. 

- Carried. 

And report of Mr. Rayner adopted. 


» 
———e 


An act regulating estrays. 

Read a third time and passed. 

A. message was received from his excellency, the Governor 
transmitting a schedule of the acts and Joint Resolutions that 
had received his signature. 

Mr. Pease moved to take up the bill to be entitled an act 
to suppress illegal banking. ` 

Carried. 

Substitute read and adopted, 

And bill ordered to be engrossed; 

Rule suspended, 

Bill read a third time and passed.» 

A bill to incorporate the town of Mount Pleasant in Titus 
county. 

Amendment of the Senate concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the more certain 
collection of the Taxes for the years 1846 and 1847; amend- 
ments of the Senate. 

Read’ and rejected. 

Anactto amend the 18th section of an act to incorporate 


e 
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the city of Austin, passed 11th May, 1846; amendment of the © 


Senate. 
Read and concurred in. `~ 


A bill to be entitled an-act regulating marks and brands— — 


Amendments of the Senate, 
Read and concurred in, 
Mr. Lott asked leave of the House to introduce a bill. 
The House refused. 
Joint resolution requesting John <C, Watrous Judge of the 


United States District Court, forthe District of Texas, to re” 


sign his office. 
Bill read first time. 
Mr. McNeill moved to suspénd the rule. 
Carried. 


Message from the Senate informing the House that they had 
passed the “joint resolution requiring the Comptroller to settle 


with Major R. S. Neighbors. 
Mr. Fields offered the following amendment. 


Be it further enacted, That the Governor be requested to for- 
ward tothe said J. C. Watrousunderthe seal of the State a 
copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution; also, a copy to 


* 


each of our Senators and. Representatives in the Congress : 


ofthe United States. 

‘ Adopted. 

Mr. Robertson moved to-strike out “Senators and Represen- 
tatives.” > 

Lost. 

Bill passed to a second reading. 

Rule further suspended. - - 

Bill read a third time. 

The yeas and nays being called for, the vote stood: 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Ca- 
rothers, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R.,. Eddy, Epperson, 
Fields, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller of C., Miller 
of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, McNeill, Neal, Perry, Ray- 
ner, Reagan, Robertson, Railey, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 
Shaw, ‘Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Walling and White.—36. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen»Bryan, Crutcher, DeCordova, Doo- 
ley, Lewis, Rains and Truit—és. 

Bill passed. 
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A billto bp entitled an act to incorporate the town of Jef- 
ferson. E 

Read by its caption a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons whe 
settled inthe colony of W. S. Peters and his associates. ` 

Read by its caption third time. 

Mr. Lott moved a call of the House. 

Quorum present. 

Mr. Edwards excused from answering call on motion of Mr. 
Wheeler. l 

Mr. Mosely moved to suspend the call of the House. 

Carried. 

Question on the final passage of the bill as amended. 

Stood, ý f 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Carothers, DeCordova, 
Dooley, Haynie, Lewis, Lott, Miller, of H., McCown, Mce- 
Neill, Neal, Potter, Rayner, Reagan, Shannon, Taylor and 
Webb—18. 

Nays— Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Cruteh- 
er, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R Eddy, Fields, Hardeman, 
Keenan, Miller of C., Millican, Mosely, Pease, Perry, Rains, 
Robertso, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, ‘Truit, 
Walling, Winkler and White—28. a a 

Bill lost. 


A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the lith section of an 
act supplementary to an actto detect fraudulent land certifi- 
cates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, ap- 
proved, A. D. 1841. ja sn ieee 

Read a third time and passed. 


—s 


Mr. Burroughs, Chairman of the committee on enrolled bills 
made the following report: 

The enrolling committee have examined and find correctly 
enrolled, 

“An act to prevent burning the woods and prairies.” 

“An act appropriating certain fines and forfeitures.” 

“An act to establish the method of trying the right of prop” 
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erty levied on under writs of execution, sequestration and at- 
tachment, where the same is claimed by a person who is not 
a party to said writ, and having been signed by the Speaker 
of the Rouse of Representatives and President of the Senate, 
were this day presented to his Excellency the Governor for his 
approval, . 

Report accepted. 


Mr. Bourland called to the Chair: 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning crimes and their pun- 
ishments. 

Mr. Miller of H., moved to adopt the amendments. 

Mr. Willie moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. McCown moved the previous question. l 7 

Carried“ $ a 

Question on the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Stood. 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Crutcher, Ed- 
dy, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Lewis, Mosely, McCown, Per- 
. ry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, 

Shaw, Sterne, and Wilie—22, ` l 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Da- 
vis of L, Davis of R., Dennis, Dooley, Epperson, Harde- 
man. Keenan, Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mc- 
Neill, Neal, Pease, Potter, Reagan, Stout, Stoddard; Stewart, 
m Truit, Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and White 
—3 i 


Motion lost. 


Mr. Bogart moved to refer the bill to a select committee. 
Lost. 

Mr. Goode moved the reading of the bill. 

Mr. Mosely moved toread the bill by sections. 


The speaker in the Chair. 


Amendments offered by the committee read and adopted. 
Mr. Miller of H., moved to pass the bill to a third reading. 
Mr. Mosely offered the following amendments. 
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Strike out, imprisonment in the County Jail for twelve 

months, wherever it occurs in the bill, and insert, in the Pen- 

itentiary : 
Which was rejected. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they concur in the amendments of the House, on a 
“Joint Reselution requesting John C. Watrous to resign his 
office of Judge of the United States District Court for the Dis- 
trict of Texas :” also, that they had substituted for An Act for 
the ascertainment and adjustment of the liabilities of the late , 
Republic. 

The House refused to adopt the substitute. — | . 

The following members were appointed by the Speaker a 
committee of Conference, to meet & like committee on part of. 
the Senate: Messrs. Bourland, Robertson, Fields, Dennis and 
Webb : also, that they had passed a bill, (of the Senate,) to be 
entitled An Act for the relief of Thomas Wheeler. 

Mr. Rayner moved a reconsideration of the vote to read bill 
by caption. 

Mr. Willie moved to strike out, enacting clause. 


Yeas and nays called for, stood— - 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Davis of L.f 
Eddy, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Perry, Rayner, Robertson, Railey, 
Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne and Willie—18. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Burroughs, Bryan, Carothers, Den- 
nis, DeCordova, Dooley, Epperson, Hardeman, Keenan, Lott, 
Miller of C., Miller of H, Mitican,’ Mosely, McNeill, Neal, 
Pease, Potter, Rains, Reagan, Stout, Stewart, Taylor, Truit, 
Webb, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and White—30, 

Lost. . 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had passed the following bills : 

“A bill to be entitled An Act to legalize certain head-right 
certificates, issued by Geo. W. Miles, former Chief Justice of 
Liberty county ;” 

«A Joint Resolution for the relief of Ford & Cronican ;” 

“A bill to be entitled Arf Act for the relief of Seth Marvin ;” 

“A bill to be entitled An Act to incorporate the Galveston 
Steam Ferry Freight and Towage Boat Company ;” 
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“An Aet to incorporate the German Texian Friendship 
Association of Galveston ;” , 

“An Act to change the Northern n boundary line of Lime- 
‘Stone county.” 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

‘he Enrolling Committee have examined and find correctly : 
Enrolled, “An Act to incorporate Chrerokee Academy in the 

town of Rusk ;” also, 

-A Joint Resolution instructing our Senators.and requesting 

our Representatives, to have-a law passed to extend.the juris- 

diction of Texas over one-half of the waters ,of Sabine Lake, 

Pass and River; also, 

s An Actto amend an Act to detect fraudulent land certi- 
cates ;” 

And having been signed by the Speaker.of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day 
presented to His Excellency the Gavernor for. bis approval. 

Report accepted. 


Mr. Bogart moved te adjourn until Monday morning 9 
e’clock. 

Lost. 

Mr. Burroughs introduced the following resolution : : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House be, and ‘he is 
chereby, authorized to employ a sufficient number of persons to 
have the Acts and Joint Resolutions of this Legislature prop- 
«erly Enrolled, and that .the.persens so employed shall -be.paid 
out of the contingent expenses of the:Legislature en the appro- 
val of the Speaker : 

Adopted. 


-On motion of.Mr. Carothers, 
J'he House adjourned until 7 o'clock, P. M. 
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7 o'clock, P. M. 


House met. 
Roll called, 
Quorum present. , 


On motion of Mr. DeCordova, 
Mr. Pease was added to the committee on Enrolled Bills, 


Mr. Neal, chairman of the committee of Conference on the 
part of the House, on a bill to be entitled An Act to establish - 
the County Seat of Cameron county, 1eported : 

That they‘have considered the same, and have instructed the 
undersigned to report the bill and amendments back to the 
House, and ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subjeet. 

i [Signed J EDWARD FITZ GERALD; Chairman, 
l On the part of the Senate. 
BENJAMIN F. NEAL, Chairman, 
On the part of the House. 
Report and bill received, to come up in order. 


' The bill entitled An Act concerning crimes and punishments 
being first in order, 
‘Was taken up. 
Mr. Runnels moved to insert after the word “Penitentiary,” 
wherever it occurs in the bill, “if there is one built at the.time.” 


Mr. Carothers moved the previous question : 

Carried by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Burroughs, Carothers, 
Dennis, Dooley, Epperson Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, 
Milley of C., Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Neal, Potter, Rains, 
Raynor, Reagan, Saddler, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, Webb, 
Walling, Winkler, Wheeler and White—30. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Crutcher, 
Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Eddy, Fields, Goode, 
Millican, Robertson, Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stewart and - 


Willie~-18. 


Question on passing the bill toa third reading—reading 
called for: 
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Mr. Haynie moved to, read by. caption : 
ost. 

“Mr. ‘Willie moved to lay the bill on the table until to- 
morrow : . 

Lost. 

Mr. Willie moved to dispense with the further reading of the 
bill : . 

Lost. ' 
Mr. Willie moved to read the bill by the first séction : 
Lost. - 

On motion of Mr. Carothers, 

The further reading of the bill was dispensed with, and bill 
passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled An Act to authorize and require the 
Judges of the District Courts to hold special sessions thereof, 
for the trial of persons charged with, the commission of crimes, 
the punishment of which is death. 

Mr. Epperson moved the rejection of the bill ; 

Mr. Pease moved to > lay the bill on the table: - 

Carried. 


Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported : 

That the Enrolling Committee have examined and find cor- 
rectly enrolled, “An Act to establish the Judicial Districts of the 
District Court ;” 

An Act providing for the payment of Jurors ; 

An Act to change the name of Ralph Wm. Peacock ;” 

And having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, were this day 
presented to His Excellency the Governor, for his approval. 

Report accepted, ; 


A bill to be entitled An Act to provide for vesting in the 
State escheated property, 

“Was taken up; 

Amendments offered by the Judiciary Committee, read. 

Mr. Willie moved the rejection of the amendments; 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Read by its caption and passed to a third reading, 
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Mr. Burroughs, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
reported : 

That the’ Enrolling Committee have examined and find cor- © 
rectly Enrolled, “An Act for the regulation of Pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos River ;” and having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the 
Senate, was this day presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
for his approval. 

A bill to- be entitled “an act requiring the counties of Polk 
and Tyler to pay a portion of the debt of old Liberty county,” 
was, SO ` 

On motion of Mr. Davis of Liberty, 

Read by its caption a third time, and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an acet to provide for compiling and cor- 
recting maps of the several Land Distriets in this State. 

Read. - 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, 

Laid on the table tilt Tuesday next. i 

Preamble and Joint Resolutions instructing eur Senators, 
and requesting our representatives in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, to urge the passage of a law relative to temporary 
boundary lines, and frentier protectien. l 

Mr. Robertson moved that a committee of Conference be 


yaised. j 2 

Carried. ` 

Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Robertson, Al- ` 
ien and Cratcher said committee. : 


A bill to provide for deductions from the salaries of Judges 
efthe Supreme and District Courts, and District Attorneys of 
this State, who may neglect the performance of certain da- 
ties assigned them by law, taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Pease, 

Laid on the table till Wednesday next, by the following 
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yote: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bour- 
land, Burroughs, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., DeCor- 
dova, Dooley, Eddy. Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Millican, Pease, 
Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Stewart, Winkler, Wheeler 
and Willie--26. 

Nays—Messrs. Carothers, Davis of R, Epperson, Fields, 
Goode, Hardeman, Lott, Miller of C.. Miller of H., Mosely, Me- 
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Cown, McNeill, Perry, Reagan, Runnels, Shannon Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Taylor, Truit, Webb, Walling and White—24. 


A bill to be entitled an. act to authorize William Varnell to 
establish Ferries across Big Bayou and McHenry’s Bayou, in 
‘Calhoun county. - : - 

Read a third time and passed, by the following vote :- 


E Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Caroth- 
ers, Ci utcher, Dennis, Davis of L.,Davis of R.,DeCordova, Eddy, 
Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis. Lott,Mc- 
Neill, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Keagan, Robertson, Runnels, Sad- 
dler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Stewart, Truit, Webb, 
Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie—37. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Fields, Miller of C., Miller of H., 
Millican, McCown, Pease, Rains, Stout, Taylor and Walling 
—13. 


Report of the committee on Roads and Public Highways, 
asking to be discharged from the further consideration of a 
petition of the citizens of Galveston, asking a ferry privilege 
for Thomas B. Lewis. 

Read and adopted, 

Substitute offered by Select committee for a joint resolu- 
tion requesting John C. Watrous, Judge of the United States 
District Court, for the District of Texas, with report of Select 
Committee, taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, “2 

Laid on the table. £ 

Report of the minority of Select Committee on same sub- 
ject, with resofution, laid on the table. 

” A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Travis 
county. 

Mr. Lewis offered a substitute for the bill, which was read 
and adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. ` 

Report of the cnmmittee on State Affairs, recommending 
that the petition of James Cocke be laid on the table. 

Read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplemental to an act, to or- 
ganize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas. 

Mr, McNeill moved its rejection. 

Carried. : : 
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A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Robert H. Porter to 
construct a Turnpike Road and establish a ferry on the Trin- 
ity river, at Porter’s Blaff. , f 

Mr. Robertson moved the postponement of the bill till Tues- 
day next. ‘ 

Last. 

Mr. Winkler moved the engrossment of the bill. 

wi‘, S.out moved to amend as follows: 

“Provided, Thai the provisions of this ‘act shall not prohibit 
the County Court from establishing a Road or Ferry within 
one mile of said road.” . 

Mr. Sterne moved the previous question. 

Carried. Si 

Que» ion on the engrossment taken and carried. 

Mr. Mosely asked leave to introduce a resolution. 

Refused. l 

A bill o be entitled an act to provide for removing the Bu- 
prem Court to the town of Huntsville. 

Mr, *¥<{lie moved the cngrossment of the bill. : 

Mr. M ~.-ly offered a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. iler, of H.. moved the previous question. 

Carried. , 

Qu stion on the engrossment taken and carried by the fol- 
lowing vote: 


Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Carothers, Davis of L., 
Davis of R „Eddy, Fields, Haynie, Keenan, Lott, Miller of H., 
McCown, McNeill, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner, Robertson, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stou , Taylor, Truit Winkler, Wheeier and Wil- 
he—26. 

Nays—Messr¥. Allen. Bogart, Bour'and, Burroughs, Bryan, 
Crutcher, Dennis, DeCordovat Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, 
Lewis, Miller of C.,.Millican. Mose y Rains, Reagan, Runnels, 
Saddler, Shannon, Stoddard, Stewart, Webb, Walling and 
White—25. 

Mr. McNeill moved the suspension of the rule requiring” 
bills to be read on three several days. ` 

Lost. ooo " 

M.. Mosely introduced the following Preamble and Resolu- 
tion : 

Whereas the chairman uf the Ju liciary committee has in his 
possession certain bills that ha-e been referred to said com- 
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mittee, and which have received the sanction and approval 

of a majority of this House: 

Resolved, That the chairman of said comais be instruct- 
ed to’ report all the bills in his: possession, for the action of 
this House; forthwith. 

Mr. DeCordova moved-té refer the resolution to the com- 
mittee on the Penitentiary. 

Mr. Willie moved its rejection. 

Mr. Reagan asked leave to introduce a. substitute for the 
resolution. 

Mr. Willie moved the rejection of the resolution: and substi 
tute. 

On motion of Mr. Willie, 

__ The House'resolved itself into a committee of the whole on 
the resolution and substitute. 

Mr. White called to the chair. oa 

Committee rose. f 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the © 
House that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the 
House of Representatives, to be entitled an ‘act making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Government for the years 
1848 and 1849, with amendments, which, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, was taken up. 

Mr. Willie moved that the bill and amendments be made 
the special order of the day for to-morrow. 

Lost. 

The first and second amendments read and concurred in. 

The 4th amendment concurred in by the following vote. 


Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bourland, Bry- 
an, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova. Dooley, 
Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman. Haynie, Keenan, Lewis 
Lott, Miller of C., McCown, McNeill, Pease, Reagan, Robert- 
son; Saddler,Shannon, Shaw, Sterne,Stout, Stoddard, Stewart, 
“Taylor, Winkler Wheeler and Willie—35. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burroughs, Carothers, Dennis, Ed- 
dy, Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, Perry, Potter, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Runnels, Truit, Webb, Walling and White—1. 

Amendments 5th, 6th and 7th, read and concurred in. 


Higth amendment concurred in by the follow.2y veie: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Burroughs, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Dennis, DeCordova, Dooley, Epperson. Hardeman, Kee- 
nan, Lewis Lott, Miller of C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, 
McNeill, Pease, Perry. Petter, Ravner, Robertson, Shannon, 
Stewart, Taylor, Webb, Walling, Wheeler and White—30. 

Nays—Messrs.. Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Davis of L., 
Davis of R., Eddy, Fields, Goode, Haynie, McCown, Rains, 
Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Trait, Winkler and 
W illie—19. 


Ninth amendment, fer late Auditor, House refused to con- 
cur. 

House concurred in 10th amendment. 

And refused to concur in the lith. 4 

House concurred in the 12th and 13th amendments. 

The 14th amendment which is for the benefit of the special 
Judge of the Supreme Court concurred in by the following 
¥ote. ` . 


Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Burroughs, 
Davis of R, DeCordova, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, 
Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miler of C., Miller of H., Mose- 
ly, McCown, McNeill, Rains, Reagan, Saddler, Shannon, 
Shaw, Sterne, Stewart, JT: uit, Walling, Winkler, and White 
—3l. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bryan, Carothers, Dennis, Milli- 
ean, Pease, Perry, Potter, Rayner Robertson, Stout, Stoddard, 
Taylor and Willie—14. 


Amendments 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 26th, read and 
concurred in. ; 

Twenty-first amendment, House refused to concur in by the 
following vote. } 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bogart, Bourland, Davis of R.. -De- 
Cordova, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller 
of C., McCown, Perry, Potter, Robertson, Shannow and Stod- 
dard—18. 

Ways—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Dennis, Eddy, Epperson, Hardeman, Miller of H., 
Millican, Mosely, McNeill, Pease, Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Run- 
nels, Saddler, Shaw. Stout, Stewart, Tay‘or, Truitt, Walling, 
Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie—29. 
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-rectly enrolled : 
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The House also refused to concur in the 22d amendment by 
the following vote: _ . 

Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Bourland, DeCordova,-Haynie, Kee- 
nan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of G., McCown, Perry, Potter,Robert- 
son, Shannon and Stoddard—14.. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Burroughs, Bryan, Ca- 
rothers, Denms, Eddy, Epperson, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, 
Miller of H., Millican, Mosely,McNeill, Pease, Rains, Ray- 
ner, Reagen, Runnels, Saddler, Shaw, Stout, Stewart; Taylor, 
Truit, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, White and Willie—31. 


Twenty first amendment concurred in. | 
Mr. McCown moved. to adjourn.until Monday morning 9 o- 


elock. = * 
Lost. 


nen dill 


Mr. Burroughs, chairnan of the committee on enrolled bills 


. reported, 


That the enrolling committee have examined and find cor- 

“A Joint Resolution to authorize the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to settle with R. S. Neighbors.” 

Joint Resolution for the relief of the heirs of Mazk Noble, 
deceased. and having been signed by the speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day 
presented to- his Excellency the Governor for his approval. 


ee 


Joint Resolution to authorize the Adjutant General to em- 
ploy an assistant clerk in his office. 

Read, l 

And on motion of Mr. Willie, 

Laid on the table until Thursday text. 

Mr.*Bourland introduced a Joint Resolution granting’ to 
James B. Shaw, Comptroller of Public Accounts leave of ab- 
sence from his office, in 1848. for the term of six weeks. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bourland, 

The rule was suspended, and 
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Resclution read by its caption a second time. 
Mr. Robertson moved the engrossment, i 
Carried, and l 
On motion of Mr. Potter, 

-Rule farther suspended, and 

Joint Resolution read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

The House then adjourned until Monday morning 9 o’clock. 


House of Representatives, 


Monday morning, 9 o’clock, March 20th, 1848. 


f ` 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 


The roll being called; 

The following members answered to their names. 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Ca- . 
rothers, Crutcher, Dennis, Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordo- ` 
va, Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lewis, 
Lott, Miller cof C., Miller of H., Millican, Mosely, McCown, 
McNeill, Neal, Perry, Potter, Raynor, Reagan, Robertson, Rai- 
ley, Runnels, "Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Stod-- 
dard, Stewart, Taylor, Walling, Winder Wheeler and White. 


Quorum present, si 
The Journals of the 18th inst-, were read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Potter, 
Mr. Mosely’s resolution relative to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary, was stricken out ofthe Journals. 


Mr. Pease. Chairman ofthe committee on the J eae: 
made the following report: 

The committee on the Judiciary have directed me io return 
to the House, sundry bills, resolutions and petitions, none of 
which have been finally acted upon by the committee, and 
ask to be discharged from their further consideration. 

Which report was adopted. 


1117 


A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that they had passed,. 
“A bill to incorporate theGoliad Statistical Society, with the 
following amendment, strike out all after “dollars” in first line 
before the last.” 


Mr. Allen, Chairman of the committee on State affairs, made 
the following report: 

The committee on State Affairs to whom was referred “an 
act to prevent free negroes from coming to the State;” and 

The petition ofsundry citizens of Galveston asking that the 
Legislature will pass a law of similar purpori, have had the 
same under consideration, and I am instructed to report them 
back to the House, and to express as the opinion of your com- 
mittee, conceived at first blush, that correct public policy de- 
mands the urgent necessity of such law, but owing to the 
short time allowed to them to examine the subject, in. order to 
arrive at a conclusion which would bear rigid scrutiny, in con- 
nection with the press of business which characterizes gener- 
erally the last day ot the session of Legislative bodies, re- 
specifully recommend that the same be laid upon the table. 

Which report was adopted. o 


amne 


t 
Mr. Reagan, chairman of the committee on Public Lands; 
` made the following report: 

I herewith report to back theHouse sundry petititions, resolu- 
tions and bills, which have been referred to the committee on 
Public Lands, with the action of the committee thereon. 

#Which report was received and adopted. 


wea 


Mr. Allen, chairman of the committee of conference on the 
part of the House, to meet a like committee on the part of the 
Senate, made the following report : 

The committee on contingent expenses of the two Houses 
of the Legislature, to whom wasreferred a resolution requir- 
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said conimittee te contract with some suitable person to take 

charge of the Capitol, and the furniture thereof, beg leave te 

report that they have contracted with Thomas Ward for the 

same at-one hundred dollars for the term of two years. 
Which report was received and adopted, 


Mr. Haynie,-one of the eommittee on enrolled bills made 
the following report: 
The enrolling committee have examined and find correctly 
enrolled, * 
“An act to incorporate the Houston Lyceum.” 
“A biH to be entitled an act to give to each separate county 
in this State its own-County Surveyor, Maps and Records.” 
‘“An.act to define the time ef holding the District Courts in 
the ninth Judicial District.” 
~ “A joint resolution appropriating the sum of {#100 for the 
purpose of procuring amap of Shelby county.” 
” “An aet to incorporate the Milam Liberal Institute.” 
“An act for the relief of Michael Short. 

“A Joint Resolution for the relief of Theodore D. Maltby, 
Jobn Hervey, and Nathaniel M. Mallon.” 

An act authorizing the appointment of a Fiscal Agent. 

A Joint Resolution for the relief of Lewis Thurner. Bs 

An act to raise a revenue by taxation. 

An act regulating marks and brands. 

An act regulating.estrays. 

An act to change the name of Hn Connor to ‘Hn Valentide 
Dalton. 

An act establishing the liabilities of drawers and adone 
of bills.ofexchange and promissory notes. ; 

An act to define the time of holding elections. 

An aet to organize Justices Courts, and having been signed 
Dy the Speaker “of the House of Representatives and:President 
of the Senate, weret his day presented to his Excellency the 
Governor, for his approval, 

Report.accepted. 


1119 


Mr. Bourland, Chairman of the -Conference Committee on 
part of the House on the public liabilities to meet a like com- 
mittee on part ofthe Senate, made the following report: . 

The committee of conference on the part af the Sénate and 
House to whom was referred the substitute ofthe Senate for 
a bill from the House to provide for the ascertainment and ad- 
justment of the liabilities of the late Republic of Texas, have 
eonferred upon the matters submitted to them, and with an 
additional section tothe Senates substitute they recommend 
the adoption thereof, and the passage of the bill. 


[Signed] 
` HENRY J. JEWETT, Chairman 
of the committee on part of the Senate. 
W. H.-BGURLAND, Chairman of 


the Committee on part of the House. 
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Mr. Crutcher, chairman of a Special Committee, made the 
following report. 
Your Special Committee, te which was referred,a bill to 
be entitled “An Act to suppress treating by candidates for public 
office,” have had the same under consideration, and beg leave 
` to report that they are fully satisfied that immense benefits 
would flow from the passage’ and enforcement-of such a law. 
- They knew from their own experience the -evils of the baneful 
practice resorted to-by candidates for public office for the pur- 
- pose of gaining popularity. Nevertheless, your committee are 
forced to the conclusion, that said custom kas beeome too deeply 
rooted in our country by the low practice, to be easily eradica- 
ted, and as they believe it is the sense of this Legislature that 
evils of this kind should be cured by public opinion rather than 
“by Legislative enactment, they have instructed me to report the 
bill back to` the Hotise, and ask to be discharged from its further 
consideration. 
Report received and laid upon the table. 


Mr. Reagan introduced a supplement to a bill.to be entitled 
“An Act to organize Houston county ;” 

Rule suspended : ; i 

Bill read-a second time, and ` š 

Ordered to be engrossed. 
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Rule further suspended ; 

Bill read a third time, and passed. 

Bill to define the boundaries of Travis county : 

R ad By caption, and 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, 

Laid on the table for one hour. 

Bill concerning crimes and punishments ; 

Read by caption. 

Mr. Mosely moved a call of the House : 

Carried. ; 

Quorum present. 

Mr. Mosely moved to excuse Mr. Burroughs on account of 
sickness: 

Carried. 

Mr. Taylor moved to excuse Mr. Webb: 

Carr ed. 

On motion of Mr. Goode, 

The call was suspended. 


Q-zestion on the final passage of the bill concer ning crimes. 
and punishments, the vote stood— 

Yeu ~Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Carothers, Dennis, Davis of 
R., LeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Edwards, Epperson, Hardiman,- 
Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Willer of. C., Miller of H., Milian, Mosely, 
McNetil, Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Reagan, Robinson, chan- 
non, Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Stewart, Taylor, Walling, Wink- 
ler, Wheeler and White—35. 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Davis of E., Fields, 
Goode, Haynie, Perry, Rayner , Runnels, Saddler, Shaw and 
Willie—12. 

Bill passed 


A bill to be entitled an Act to establish the County Seat of 
Cameron county ; 
Report of Conference Committee read and adopted. 


Mr. Willie in the Chair. 


A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for vesting escheated 
property in the State, &c.; 

Read. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to suspend the further reading of the bill; 

Carried. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 


~ 
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Mr. Pease introduced an Act supplementary to an Act to 
organize Justices’ Courts : : 

Read first time. 

Rule suspended ; 

Bill read a second time, and 

Ordered to be engrossed. 

Rule further suspended ; 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

A: bill to be entitled an Act to provide for the compiling and 
correcting of maps for the several Land Districts in this State: 

Amendments offered by thé committee on Land Office read 
and adopted. 

Mr. McNeill moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Robertson moved its indefinite postponement. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they concur in the amendments to a bill concerning 
crimes and punishments ; also, 

That they had passed a Joint Resolution authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue a patent to 
Edward Hill. 

Mr. Mosely moved a call of the House: 

Carried. 

Quorum present. 

Mr. Taylor moved to suspend the call: 
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Carried. , 
Question on the indefinite postponement of the bill, taken, 
and lost. ” 


Mr. Robertson offered the following,amendment : 

“And all laws or parts of laws passed at this Session of the 
Legislature, relative to county maps and Land Districts, are 
hereby repealed.” 

Mr. Miller of H., moved the previous guari ga: : 

Lost. 

Question on Mr. Robertson’s amendment, taken, and lost 
by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Dennis, Davis of 
R., Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Lewis, Miller of C. , Mosely, Neal, 
Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Sterne, Stewart, Winkler and Ww illie 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Davis of L., De 
Cordova, Epperson, eee Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Millican, 


71 
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McNeill, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Railey, Shannon, 

Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Wheeler and 

White—26. ° i . . 
Lost. 


Question on the engrossment of the bill, taken, and carried. 

Mr. McNeill moved to suspend the rule: 

Lost. 

A. bill (from the Senate,) to be entitled an Act for the relief 
of Thomas Wheeler ; 

Read a first time. 

Mr. Crutcher moved to suspend the rule ; 

Lost. 7 

Mr. Haynie moved to take up the motion to reconsider the 
vote rejecting a bill for the relief of James Cole ; 

Carried. 

Question to reconsider the vote on the bill, taken, and lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved that Mr. Haynie have leave to with- 
draw the papers in favor of James Cole. 


Mr. Bryan; chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled “An Act to authorize Robert H. Porter to construct 
a turnpike road and establish a ferry on the Trinity River at 
Porters Bluff ;” l 

“A bill to be entitled an Act to provide for removing the 
Supreme Court to the town of Huntsville ;” and find the same 
correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. ~- 


Mr. McNeill moved to take up the bill to be entitled an Act 


to provide for removing the Supreme Court to the town of 
Huntsville. 
Mr. Lott moved a call of the House ; 


Lost. 
Mr. Dvais of R., maved a call of the House ; 
Carried. ° N 


w 


Quorum present. 
Mr. Crutcher moved to suspend the call; 
Carried. 

Mr. Runnels moved a call of the House; 
Lost, X 
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Question on taking up the bill to remove the Stipreme Court 
to the town of Huntsville, taken, and carried by the following 
vote: > 
Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Caréthers, Crutch- 
er, Davis of L, Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy Fields, 
Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Miller of H., Millican, McCown, McNeill, 
Neal, Pease, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Shaw, Sterne, 
Stout, Taylor, Truit, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie—82. 

Nays—Messrs. Bourland, Bryan, Dennis, Epperson, Goode, 
Hardeman, Mosely, Perry, Reagan, Runnels, Shannon, Stod- 
dard, Stewart, Walling and White—18. 


Bill read third time, 

And passed by the following vote : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speakér, Armstrong, Carothers, Davis.of L., 
Davis of R., DeCordova, Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Haynie, Keen- 
an, Lewis, Lott, Miller of H, Millican, McCown, McNeill, 
Perry, Potter, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Sterne, Stout, Taylor, 
Truit, Winkler, Wheeler and Willie—28. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Bagart, Bourland, Bryan, Crutcher, 
Dennis, Epperson, Goode. Mosely, Neal, Pease, Reagan, Run- 
nels, Shannon, Shaw, Stoddard, Stewart, Walling and White 
—20, ` : . 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had adopted the repart of the committee 
of Conférence, on a Joint Resolution instructing our Senators 
and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States relative to frontier protection, and trade and in- 
tércourse with the Indians, which reads as follows: i 

The committee of Conference on the part of both Houses, 
to whom was referred the substitute af the House for the Sen- 
ate’s bill in relation to a line of Military Posts. on the frontier, 
and intercourse with the Indians, have met and conferred upon 
the matters submitted, and recommend the adoption of the fol- 
. lowing Joint Resolution asa substitute for the bills, both of the 
Senate and of the House. : 

- HENRY J. JEWETT, Chairman, 
On the part of the Senate. 

J. B. ROBERTSON, Chairman, 
; Utrthe part of the Houss. 

Report read gnd adopted. 


4 
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A bill to be entitled an Act authorizing Robert H. Porter, to 


constfuct a turnpike road and establisha ferry across the Trin- 
ity River at Porters Bluff; 


Read a third time, 

And passed by the following vote : 

Yeas——Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourland, 
Bryan, Carothers, Crutcher, Davis of L., Davis of R, DéCor- 
dova, Dooley, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, 
Lewis, Lott, Miller of H., McNeill, Rayner, Reagen, Robertson, 
Saddler, Shannon, Shaw, Sterne, Stoddard, Stewart, Truit,. 
Winkler, Wheeler. White and Willie—35, 

Nays—Messrs. Dennis, Eddy, Fields, Miller of C., Millican, 
Pease, Rains, Stout, Taylor and Walling——10. 


Messrs. Neal, Robertson and Fields, were species a com- 
mittee of Conference on the part of tħe House, to meet a like 
committee on the part. of the Senate, on the appropriation bill 
for the years 1848 and 49. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill authorizing the Gov- 
ernor to employ counsel in suits in which the State of Texas 
may be interested, when taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States : 

Report of committee of Conference adopted. 


4 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had passed a bill to suppress illegal Banking. 


Mr. Haynie moved to add Messrs. Reagan and Stout to the 
Enrolling Committee. 


A bill to incorporate the Colorado and Brazos Rail-Road 
Company. 

Mr, Lott moved to lay it on the table r 

Carried. 


Mr, Fields moved to take up a bill for the relief of Alexander 
Wright : 

Lost. 

Mr. Robertson moved to reconsider the vote just taken : 

Lost. : 

Mr. Crutcher moved to reconsider the vote rejecting a bill to 
incorporate the Colorado and Brazos Rail-Road Company: 

Lost. 


I 
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Mr. Eddy moved to reconsider thie vote on the above bill: 
Carried. 


Mr. Armstrong moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. . 
Lost. ; : 
Mr. Haynie, one of the Enrolling Committee, made. the fol- 
lowing report :- l 
The Enrolling Committee have examined, and find correctly 
‘Enrolled, PE ie 
“An act to provide for the assessment and colection of the 
taxes ;” , 
An act to provide for the exchange of Books, Maps and 
Charts ; i 
“Joint resolution for the relief of E. B. Cogswell ;” 
An act prescribing the punishment for cutting down, carry- 
ang away, and destroying timber; 
. “An act to incorporate the town of Mount Pleasant ;” 
“An act for the relief of Seth Marvin :” 
“An act, to amend the eighteenth section of an act, to incor- 
porate the city of Austin ;” 
And having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, were this day 
- presented to his excellency, the Governor, for his approval. __ 
Mr, Goode moved to lay the bill for the relief of Alexander 
Wright, on the table. ; 
Carried by..the following vote: 


Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Bryan, Dennis, Davis 
of R., Booley, Eddy, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Miller 
af C., Miller of H., McNeill, Perry, Potter, Rains, Railey, Rea- 
gan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannona, Sterne, Stewart and Taylor 
Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Crutcher, Davis of L., De- 
Cordova, Epperson, Fields, Keenan, Millican, Mosely, Neal, 
Rayner, Robertson, Shaw, Stoddard, Stout, Walling, Wink- 
ler, White and Willie—20. 


Mr, Haynie moved to take up the bill to define the bounda- 
daries of Travis county. ; 

Mr. Stoddard.moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 


Mr. Dooley moved to layihe bill on the table. 
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Mr. Haynie moved the previous question. 

Carried. 

Mr. Haynie moved a call of the House. 

Carried. 

Quorum present, 

On motion of Mr. Stout, 

The call of the House was suspened- 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed the followiug bills: 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the counties of Polk 
and Tyler to pay a portion of the debt: of Liberty county; 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, for the 
further organization of Henderson county ; 

An act regulating fees of office, with an amendment ; and 

A joint resolution: for the relief of Allen Kellough. 

Question on the final passage of the bill defining the boun- 
daries of Travis county, taken and carried by the following 
vote: : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Bryan, Crutcher,. 
Davis of L., Davis of R., DeCordova, Eddy, Epperson, Goode, 
Hardeman, Haynie, Keenan, Lewis, Lott, Millican, Mosely, 
McNeill, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Railey, Shaw, 
Sterne, Stout, Stoddard, Truit, Walling, Winkler, Wheeler, 
White and Willie—34. ee 

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Dennis, Dooley, Fields, Miller 
of C., Neal, Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Shannon, Stewart and 
Taylor—12. 


The chair decided that as the previous question cuts off all 
debate, its effects could not be evaded by the rule which per~ 
mits a member to give his reasons for voting. 

Mr. Bryan appealed from the decision of the chair. 

Chair sustained. i 

Mr. Willie moved to re-consider the vote just taken, passing” 
the bill to define the boundaries of Travis county. 

Mr. Haynie moved the previous question. 

Carried. f 

Question on the re-consideration taken and lost by the fol- 
lowing vote : : 


Yeas——Messrs. Armstrong, Bogart, Bryan, Dennis, Davis 


o 
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of R., Dooley, Eddy, Fields, Lewis, Miller of C., Mosely, 
Neal. Reagan, Runnels, Saddler, Sterne, Stewart, Winkler 
and Willie—19. . 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allen, Bourland, Davis of L., De- 
Cordova, Epperson, Goode, Hardeman, Haynie, Lott, Millican, 
McNeill, Perry, Rains, Rayner, Robertson, Railey, Shannon, 
Shaw, Stout, Stoddard, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Wheeler and 
White—26. 

Mr. Mosely moved to gre-consider the vote rejecting the bill 
authorizing ihe Adjutant General to employ a Clerk in said 
office. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, of H, 

The House then adjourned until 2 o’clock, p. m. 


2 o'clock, ep. m. 

House met. i 
~ Roll called. 

Quorum present, 

Bill regulating fees of office, (amendments of the Senate.) 
read and concurred in. 

A bill, supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to ascertain 
the debt of the late Republic of Texas. 

Read first time. 

Rule suspended, bill read a second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Rule further suspended, bill read a third time and passed. ` 

Mr. Fields introduced a resolution to raise a committee to 
wait on his Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that the 
Legislature is about to adjourn ‘sine die, and to learn whether 
he has any thing further to lay before the Legislature for its 
action. Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Fields, 
Miller of H., and Bogart, said committee. -. 

Mr. Haynie, one of the Enrolling Comfnitteé, reported,— 
That the committee had examined, and find correctly Enrolled, 

“An act to change the northern boundar y line of Limestone 
county ;” 

“Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Edward Hall ;” 

“Anact to incorporate the @erman Texian-: Friendship As- 
sociation of Galveston ;” ; 
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. An act to incorporate the Galveston Steam Ferry, Freight 

p and Tow-Beat Company ;” 

“An act io legalize certain head-right certificates, issued by 
George W. Miles, former Chief Justice of Liberty county ;” 

“Joint Resolution for the reliefof Ford & Chronican:? | 

“An act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas ;” 

“Anact to provide for the more certain collection of the 
taxes for the years 1846 and 1847.” : 

Aad having been signed by the. Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and President of the Senate, were this day” 
presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Goliad Statis- 
tical Society; (amendments of the Senate read and concurred 
in.) . l 

Mr. Goode in the chair. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had adopted ihe memorial offered by the 
Select committee, to the Congress of the United States, setting 
forth the claims of the citizens of Texas for remuneration for 
jnjuries done their property by the armies of Mexico during the 
revolution, and praying that honorable body to cause a stipula- 
tion to that efiect, to be inserted in the Treaty of Peare, hereaf-. 
ter to be made between the two governments, and the report 
of the committee ot Conference on the same ; and ajoin: resolu- 
tion authorizing W. M. Potter to draw the per diem pay ofthe 
Hon. Richard Bache, as Senator in the second Legislature of 
the State of Texas, which was taken up and read a first time. 

Rule suspended, resolution read a sccond time, and passed to 
a third reading. 


Rule further suspended, joint resolution read a third time and 
passed. 

The Seiect Committee appointed to draft a memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, reported : ` 

That the Select Committee of the two Houses of the Legis- 
lature to whom was referred a resolution ofthe Legislature ta 
drafta memorial to the Congress of the United States, setting 
forth the claims of the citizens of Texas, for remuneration for 
injuries done their property by the armies of Mexico during 
the revolution, and praying that Hon. body to cause.a stipu- 
lation to that effect to be inserted in the treaty of peace hereaf- 
ter to be made between the twoGovernments, beg leave to pre- 


` 


sent herewith forthe action and consideration of the Legisla- 
ture the accompanying memorial and resolution. 


[Sigued,] 
PHILIP M. CUNY, Chairman 
on part of the Senate. 
. W. H. CRUTCHER, Chairman ~ 
on part of the House. 
Report and memorial read and adopted. 


Bo 


Pin Neal, chairman of the committee of conference, report- 
ed,. 

. That the committee of conference to whom was referred 
the bill making appropriations for the support of the Gevern- 
ment for ihe years 1848 and 1849 withan amendment made 
by the Senate in which the House refused to concur, and on 
which the Senate insist, after freely conferring thereon, have 
agreed as follows, that the two Houses adopt the following 
substitute for the amendment of the Senate, “for compensation 
of the late Auditor, Charles Mason, for taking care of oflice 
and for oceasional reference to records and papers therein, dur- 
ing the years 1846 and 1847, six hundred dollars. ~ 

For compensation of the Comptr oller for extra, services in 
the discharge of the duties imposed on himin relation to the 
public debt of Texas, three hundred dollars. 

For compensation of Thomas Ward for taking care of the 
Capito! and furniture, until the next biennial session of the 
Legislature one hundred dollars,” all of which we are instruc- 

' ted to report to the two Houses and ask their concurrence 
therein. i 
N JOHN W. DANCY, Chairman 
on part of the Senate. 
BENJAMIN F. NEAL, Chairman . 
on part of the House. 


— 


A. message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, 
A. bill to be entitled an aet regulating proceedings in the 
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a -< «= 


- county Court relative to guardians and wards with amend- 
ments, taken up, amendments read and concurred in. 


-ea v 


Mr. Potter, one of the Judiciary committee made the fol- 
lowing report: R 
Committee Room, 
March 18th, 1848. 


7 
ast 


flon. James W. Henderson, ° 
: Speaker House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary to whom was’ referred a 
“Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 
employ some competent person to digest the laws,” have had 
the same under consideration and have given the subject such 
consideration as they deem its importance demands, The 
committee are of opinion that the provisions of the Joint Res- 
olution are wholly insufficient to carry into effect the object 
intended by thesixteenth section of the seventh article of the 
Constitution, which is as follows: “Within five years after 
the adoption of this Constitution, the lawscivil and criminal, 
` shall be revised, digested, arranged and published in such 
manner as the Legislature shall direct; and a like revision, 
digest and publication shall be made every ten years ihereaf- 
ter. The-committee are of opinion that under the provisions 
of the section named, it isfrequisite for this Legislature to pro- 
vide, not only for a digest, but also the revision and arrange- 
ment of the laws. Being ofthis opinion, the committee ata 
previous day of this session, recommended the passage of a bill 
to carry out the object intended by -the Constitution. The bill 
reported was long since passed by the House, and went to the 
Senate for its action. The committee ean therefore see no 
necessity for the further action of the House upon this bill or 
subject: 

The majority of the committee, have accordingly instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House and recommend that 
it be laid upon the table until the day after the Legislature 
shall have adjourned, with liberty for any person who may feel 
interest sufficient in the matter to take the bill to the town of 
Fraklin, in fhe connty of Robinson, and deposit the same in 
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any sink hole that may be found in said town or contiguous 
to the same; there to remain untilit shall be resurrected by 
the actioh of some future Legislature. All of which is re- 


spectfully submitted. 
~M. M. POTTER, 
; ` One of the committee. 
Report adopted. 


» 


A message was received fromthe Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had adopted the.veport of the commit- 
tee of conference on the appropriation bill, and 

That the Senate had passed a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorperate the town of Refugio. 

On motion of Mr. Rayner, 

The House then adjourned until 7 o'clock, p. m. 


7 o'clock, p, m- 
House met. i 
Roll called, 

Quorum present. 


The committee appointed to wait oen the Governor report- 
ed duty performed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, 

A Joint Resolution relative to the jurisdiction of the territo- 
ry of Santa Fé, with an amendment, and 

An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the town of 
Santa Fé, and l 

A substitute for abill of the House to define the bounda- 
ries of Travis county. 

Preamble and Joint Resolution relative to the jurisdiction 
over the Territory of Santa Fé 

Read and concurred in. 
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Mr. Miller of H., introduced the following Preamble and 
Joi oint Resolution : 

Whereas, itis a Constitutional injunction ou dus Legisla- 
ture to apportion the whole number of Repres >uti :ves among 
the several counties, cities and towns acco: ung » the num- 
ber c: free white population in each, and the waole 'nimber 
of Senators among the several districts acc suing tot: um- 
ber of qualitied electors. 

And, whereas, it is also a Constitutional injuncijon os his 
Legislature to cause the laws civil and criminal to be revised, 
digested, arranged and published: and : 

‘Whereas, these two Constitutional duties whieh we are 
sworn to perform have not yet been accomplished. and 

Whereas, the two Houses have resolved «o a:zieurn Sine die 
on this the 26th of March. ; 

Aud whereas, a few days more might enab.e ux tu discharge 
the two great Constitutional duties above alluded 20, there- 
fore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of reprece.utuuves of the 
State of Texas, That the resolution to adjourn a. ‘h-s day be, 
andthesame is hereby suspended until Thursday the 23d inst. 

Read a first time, and 

‘On motion of Mr. Bourland, 

Laid on the table for ihe present. 

A message was received from his Excellency ir: i :vernor 
informing the House thatall the bills and Join: -esolutions 
which he has received since his last communica::on te the 
House have received his signature. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, 

A Joint Resolution originating in the House of Representa- 
tives granting to James B. Shaw leave of absence from his 
office for the term of six weeksin 1848. 

Mr. Bourland moved to raise a committee to inform the Hon. 


Senate that the House will adjourn sine die on this night #32 
o'clock, 


Carried. } 

‘Whereupon the Speaker appointed, 

Messrs. Bourland and Carothers said committee. 

The committee returned and reported duty performed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the 
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House of Representatives entitled an act to orgawgze Justices 
Courts. z 

Mr. Bourland introduced the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be and he is hereby author- 
ized and required to approve the account of the Porier, to be- 
paid out of the econntingent fund of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Goode introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, that the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
-tives be required toremain in charge of the papers and docu- 
ments of the House of Representatives for two weeks after the 
final adjournment of the present Legislature for the purpose 
ofarranging and filing them properly, and that he deliver 
them to the person authorized by law to receive them. ` 

Also, that he be allowed the same per diem pay for hisserv- 
ices in this behalf that is allowed by law for the per diem of 
Clerks of the present Legislature, and thatthe same be paid 
out of the contingent fund of the present Legislature. 

A. message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill to be entitled an act, 
supplementary to an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of 
the late Republic of Texas. 

A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, making 
appropriations for the support of the Government for'the years: 
1848 and 1849, taken up, and read a first time. 

Rule suspended, bill read a second time, and ordered tobe . 
engrossed. ` l 

Rule further suspended, bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. DeCordova introduced a bjlf to be entitled an act to 
protect the legal rights of the heirs of soldiers who perished 
during our struggle for independence. 

Read a first time, and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, : 

- The House then took a recess of 1 hour. 

House met—roll called—quorum present. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
- House that the Senate had passed a substitute for a bill origi- 
nating in the House of Representatives, regulating the appor- 
tionment of Representation among the several Counties of 
the State, taken up and read. 

Mr. Willie moved its rejection. 

Mr. Mosely moved the previous question. 

Carried. TE 
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Question on the indefinite postponement taken and lost by 
the following vote.: 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Crutcher, Dennis, Dooley, 
Fields, Haynie, Lewis, Miller of C., Millican, McCown,.Neal, 
Perry, Runnels, Stoddard and Willie—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Bryan, Caroth- 
ers, Davis of L., Davis of R.. DeCordova, Eddy, Epperson, 
Goode, Lott, Miller of H., Mosely, McNeill, Pease, Potter, 
Rains, Rayner, Reagan, Robertson, Saddler, Shaw, Sterne, 


Taylor, Truit, Winkler, Wheeler, and White—30. 


The previous question was taken and carried. 
Question on the adoption of the substitute taken and carried 
by the following vote: 


Yeas-——Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bourland, Carothers, Davis 
of L., Davis of R, DeCordova, Eddy, Epperson, Lott, Miller 
of H., Mosely, McNeill, Potter, Rains, Reagan, Saddler, Sterne, 
Stout, Taylor, Truit, Walling, Wheeler and Willie—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Allen, Armstrong, Bryan, Crutcher, Dennis, 
Dooley, Fields, Goode, Haynie, Lewis, Miller of C., Millican, 
McCown, Neal, Pease, Perry,- Rayner, Robertson, Runnels, 

Shaw, Stoddard and White—22. 


A message was received from the Senate, inferming the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the 
House of Representatives, to be entitled an act to organize new 
counties. 

Mr. Haynie, one -of the committee on Enrolled Bills reported: 
That the Enrolling Committee have examined, and find cor- 
rectly Enrolled, _ 

“An act to authorize and require the Governor te employ 
counsel ;” 

“An act, supplementary to an act, for the further organiza- 
tion of Henderson county ;” 

“An act requiring the counties of Polk and Eyler to pay a 
portion of the debt of Liberty county 7” 

An act to incorporate the Goliad Statistical Society ;” 

“Joint Resolution for the relief of William Kellough ;” 

“An act to regulate proceedings in the County Courts, rela- 
ting to Guardians and Wards ;” 
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“Preamble and joint resolution relative to the jurisdiction 
ofthe Territory of Santa Fe ;” 
“Anact making appropriations for the support of the Gov- 
ernment, for the years 1848 and 1849 ;” j 
“Joint resolution granting leave of absence to James B. 
Shaw?” 
sAn act, supplementary to an act, to organize Justice’s 
Courts ;” & 
“An act, supplemntary to an act, to provide for ascertaining 
the debt of the late Republicof Texas n 
“An act to suppress illega’ banking 3” 
“An act to incorporate the town of Refugio ;” 
“An act to regulate proceedings in County Courts, pertain- 
to estates of deceased persons ;” - i 
“An act regulating fees of office; i : 
‘And having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and President of the Senate, were this day 
presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 
Mr. Willie moved to re-consider the vote adopting thé sub- 
stitute offered by the Senate for a bill regulating the appor- 
tionment of Representation among the several counties ofthis 
State—lost by the following vote: 


7 


Yeas—Messrs. Allen, Crutcher, Dennis, Dooley, Fields, 
Haynie, Lewis, Miller of Colorado, Millican, McCown, Neal, 
Pease. Perry, Rayner, Robertson, Stoddard, Stewart, White 
and ‘Willie—19. ‘ 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bogart, Bourlgnd, Bry- 
an, Carothers, Davis of Liberty, Davis of Robertson, Eddy, 
Epperson, Goode, Miller of Houston, Mosely, McNeill, Potter, 
Rains, Reagan, Runnels, Shaw, Sterne, Stout, Taylor Truit, 
Walling and Winkler—20. 


A message was received from the Governor, informing the 
House that the bills and Joint resolutions transmitied to him 
since his last announcement to the House of Representatives, 
had received his signature. l 

Mr. Willie moved that a committee be raised to wait on 
and inform the Senate that the House was now ready to ad- 
jonrn sine die, 

Carried. 
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Whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Willie and _ 
said commitiee. 

Mr. Ailen offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, the Hon. James W. Henderson, Speaker of the 
House of ' Representatives, has, by the prompt and faithful dis- 
charge of his official duties, as. well as by the'stern decision of 
character, which has. peculiarly characterized his course as 
the officer elected to preside over our deliberations, given gen- 

eral satisfaction, and called around him ‘any and devotedly 
Teik friends: And whereas we confide in his ability and 
integrity as our Speaker, from whom we are now about to be 
separaced, and in his generosity and devotedness as our friend, 
There‘ore, 

Be <i unanimously resolved, That we do hereby tender our 
sincere :hanks to him as our Speaker and friend, for the promp- 
titude and efficiency with which he has presided over our Le-: 
gislative ‘‘ouncils ; and that we will look back with unfeign- 
ed pleasure, upon the time during which we have with such 
unity and harmony, indulged in social í intercourse with him 
and each other. 

Resolution unanimously adopted. 


Mr. Henderson then rose, and in a spirited and impressive 
style, delivered the following address, responsive to the senti- 
ments embodied in the foregoing preamble and resolution :— 


Gentlem n of the House of Representatives : 


? 


Before I am called ow to perform the last official act as pre-. 
siding oficer of this body, permit me to return to you my sin- 
cere thanks for the sentiments of approval contained in the 
resolution just adopted by the unanimous veice of tis House. 

When first called by your partiality to fill this station, I ap- 
proached it with fear and trembling, relying at that time up- 
on your aid, experience and intelligence to assist me in the 
performance of its duties. Itis highly gratifying to my feel- 

ings, and I am proud to acknowledge, that my expectations in 
that respect have been fully realized ; but for that aid and the 
courteous bearing ofthe members to wards each other and the 
chair, my duties would have been far more arduous and per- 
plexing, and much less pleasant thanthey have been. Called 
as we were from every portion of our widely extended State, 
possessing different. and conflicting opinions of State policy, 
representing different local interests with friendships but re- 
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cenily contracted, having to pass upon questions the most ex- 
citing in their character, it could not reasonably be expecied, 
that uninterrupted peace and harmony could prevail in our 
midst. Yet, with all these causes existing at times to sepa- 
rate us, and cause the more angry feelings of our nature to 
arise, those feelings have eyen in the storm and heat of debate. 
when the fearless representative was driven on by a high 
sense of duty to consummate his favorite measures, been con- 
trolled, and a degree of forbearance exhibited towards each 
other, which has seldom if ever happened in a deliberative 
body. Gentlemen, can we not ascribe it to the fact, thatthere 
has been a generous spirit of forbearance toward each others 
faults, and a determination by each member to observe the 
rules of the House, and to sustain the chair in their enforce- 
ment; Ifthe duties of my station have been performed to your 
satisfaction, my highest ambition has already been consum- 
mated. If,on the cther hand, I hae at any time given offence, I 
hope it has already been forgotten. If | have exhibited a dis- 
position to enforce the rules with rigor at the expense ofa 
courtesy due an honorable member, and I doubt not but I have, 
I trust that I have also shown a disposition to despatch the 
business of the House, which you will allow me to plead in 
extenuation of any apparent rigidity of manner, shown in dis- 
charge of duties difficult and often delicate in their character. 

Gentlemen: It is highly gratifying to my feelings to know 
th:.:. of the numerous decisions that | have been compelled to 
mase during our long and protracted. session, not one has 
been overruled by you; and in the appointment of the various 
committees by your order,. not one has been-taken from my 
hands. Though this be the fact, “I do not flatter myself with 
the hope that [have not erred, and that Ihave not maue de- 
cisions that you would not have reversed but for a generous 
disposition to sustain the chair in all cases wherein doubt ex- 
isted. Gentlemen: you were called here as the repre enta- 
tives of a great and gallant State. whose interests were of a 
weighty character, and upon which the public mind has felt 
a deep and lively interest from her infancy to the present time. 
You are also the representatives of an intelligent people ; yea, 
ofan enquiring people; and I doubt not that the manner in 
which you have passed upon those interests. and the laws that 
you have passed during this session will undergo the strict 
scrutiny of your respective constituents who have honored you 
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with the high and sacred trust of representatives, that you 
have discharged the trust with that fidelity that will ensure to 
you on your return to them, that welcome plaudit of ° well 
done thou good and faithful servan:,” which is always grate- 
ful to the public agent I have no doubt. Gentlemen: we are 
now about to separate, andit may be with some of us forever; 
and it is a source of pride and pleasure to me to know that we 
all are about to separate as friends, and that all feelings of 
anger and animosity have been buried, and are now among 
the things of the past. May not then indulge the hope that 
the friendships here contracted may last with our lives: for 
myself, I can assure you that I shall watch with the deepest 
feelings of interest, and hail with delight and pleasure your 
advancement eitherin private or public life; and should our 
State ever be assailed by enemies without, or commotion with- 
in her borders, I am well assured that she will find in each 
and every one of my associates on this floor, a friend that will 
ery aloud for her honor. and who will nerve a strong arm for 
her defence. In conclusion, permit me to hope that, one and 
allof you may have a pleasant, safe, and speedy return to 
your families, friends and constituents, and that in all these 
relations you may receive the smile of approbation for the 
faithful performance of your duties as represehtatives of the 
State. And now I take an affectionate farewell of you as a 
body, and announce this house adjourned without day. 
The House then adjourned sine die. 
[This being the Journal of the last day of the session, was -> 

not read, and, consequertly, not adopted.} > 5 


